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REPOR .T
OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
[Mr. CooLEY having resigned as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Ron. L. V. BoGY succeeded to the position November I, 1866.]
/

ABSTRACT OJ!' RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OJ!' INDIAN AFFAIRS.
Early attention needed to certain treaties pending in the Senate.
·
Provisions should be made for treaty arrangements with remaining bands of Santee Sioux
in northeastern Dakota.
Arrangements, by legislation or otherwise, for settlement of Wyandott difficulties.
Laws needed for punishment of crimes in the Indian country.
Revision of system of trade and licenses.
Appropriation of a fund for rescuing and restoring captives to their homes.
Appropriation of a fund for securing memorials of Indians.
Revision of laws relating to depredations.
Appropriation for surveys for allotments to Indians.
Legislation to prevent taxation of Indian lands.
Reorganization of clerical force of Indian Office .
. Reorganization of superintendencies and agencies.
Increase of salaries of Commissioner and officers.
Special appropriations for education in several superintendencies.
Provisions for a treaty with Coast Range Indians in Oregon.
Inereased appropriations in several superintendencies, as Arizona, Nevada, Utah, New
Mexico, &c.

DBPARTMEN'f OF 'l'HE INTERIOR,

0jJi£:e Indian Affairs, October 22, 1866.
81 R : In presenting my second annual report, I follow the practice of previous yearS'\ of bringing to the attention of the department such topics con·
nected with the Indian service as are of general interest, before proceeding to
particulars relative to thervarious superintendencies and their subordinate agencies.
It may not be deemed improper to state at the·outset that it would be very
agreeable, and that much labor could be saved, if it were possible, consistent
with a fah· resume of the business of the year, for these annual reports to be
abridged ; but I have not been able to see how this can be done. It does not
seem a great task to. attend to the business of directing the. management of
about three hundred thousand Indians; but when it is considered that those ·
Indians are scattered over a continent, and divided into more than two hundred
tribes, in charge of fourteen superintendents and some seventy agents, whose
frequent reports and quarterly accounts are to be examined and adjusted; that
no general rules can be adopted for the guidance of those. officers, for the reason
that the people under their charge are so different in habits, customs, manners,
and organization, varying from the civHized and educated Cherokee and Choctaw to the miserable lizard-eaters of Arizona; and that this office is called upon
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to protect the Indian, whether under treaty stipulations or roaming at will over
his wild bunting-grounds, from abuse by unscrupulous whites, while at the
same time it must concede every reasonable privilege to the spirit of enterprise
and adventure which is pouring its hardy populatioi1 into the western country;
when these things are comidered, the task assigned to this bureau will not
seem so light as it is sometimes thought. I will endeavor, however, to be as
brief as possible consistent with justice to the subjects embraced in the report.
· '.rhe labors of the office have been very much increased during the past year
from various causes, ·nearly all having their origin in the patent fact that the
white population is rapidly crowding westward upon the Indians, either in the
search for farming lands or for the precious minerals .; and the people who have
held these lands are compelled to give way before the advancing tide. If they
are wandering bands, subsisting upon game or the products of the forest, they
must submit to see their resources grow yearly less as the white population advances; while, if they have become so far civilized as to be willing to till the
soil, a .class of settlers too often gathers around them who regard but little the
rights of the red men. As the years move forward, these difficult.ies continually increase. It is the law of nature and of the progress of mankind, and its
operations cannot be stayed. To endeavor to regulate its movement to some
extent is the endeavor of this office, and we may claim to be reasonably successful, when the difficulties in the way are considered.
Occupying the chief place among the events of the year, one subject pre- ·
sents itself first for consideration, to wit, that of
INDIAN TREATIES.

The year 1866 will be memorable as one in which a large number of very
important treaties have been ratified by the government and gone into effect,
most of them having been concluded within the year; and inasm11ch as several
of these treaties have been concluded in this .city after long negotiations, the
labors of the office have been very much increased, while, for several months,
the halls of the department building have been filled with delegates from the
various tribes, comprising all classes, from the educated and intelligent men
representing the nations in the Indian country south of Kansas, to the Chippewas of the far north, near the British line, to whose,Iands the greed for gold
is leading large numbers of enterprising whites. A brief review of these treaties may not prove uninteresting, .and will serve for future reference.
TREATIES MADE IN

1865

AND PREVIOUS THERETO.

Arapahoes and Cheyennes: Concluded with these confederated tribes October 14, 1865, by General Sanborn, General Harney, Superintendent Murphy,
Colonel Carson, Colonel Bent, Agent L eavenworth, and James Steele, commissioners appointed by the President of the United States ; ratification advised
·May 22, 1 66, with an amendment. Has been sent to the Indians for their
.assent to the amendment.
These tribes, by the treaty of Fort Wise, in 1860, ceded a very large tract
of land in Colorado, reserving a tract upon the Arkansas, where their payments
were to be made, and large expenditures were in progress for their permanent
benefit. A considerable -portion of the tribes, h<>wever, never joined in or consented to that treaty, and when the Sioux of the plains and of Dakota broke
out into hostility, many of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes joined them, there
being large bands of their people living in th e Sioux country, not parties to the
treaty referred to. There is no occasion to repeat here the story of the loss of
life and damage to prop erty caused by attacks upon the overland routes, nor of
the exasperation of the people of Colorado, which culminated in the attack, by
a regiment of volunteers of that T erritory, under Colonel Chivington, upon a
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band of these Indians who had come in to an appointed rendezvous at the call
of the governor and were determined to keep the peace, and the murder of a
large number of them and dispersion of the remainder. It was felt that the
government had been disgraced by this affair, and that the Indians had just
cause for feeling aggrieved, and the commissioners were authorized to tender
ample reparation for their losses. 1~he Indians were unwilling to return to
their reservation, in Colorado, and other arrangements became necessary in their
behalf. By the treaty concluded with them they cede all right or claim to any
lands formerly held by them, and accept a reservatiop bounded by the Arkansas river and Red creek, and a line drawn northwardly from the head of the
latter stream to the Arkansas, agreeing to concentrate upon any part of that
tract of land when required by the government to do so. It may be remarked
in regard to this location that the commissioners evidently contemplated arrangements to be made with other·tribes, since by far the largest portion of the
reservation lies within the lands of the Osages and Cherokees; while the Indians, in agreeing not to approach within ten miles of the route to Santa ]\),
cut themselves off frorri a. considerable portion of the r.emainder of the tract.
The question of location is still further complicated by the nature of the amendment made by the Senate, which provides that their reservation shall not · be in
Kansas, and some difficulty is apprehended in settling this very important point.
The Indians agree to peace with the whites and with other tribes, and to abstain from all depredations. They are allowed, until a permanent reservation is
set apart for them, to range the country between the Arkansas and Platte, but
are not to approach within ten miles of the travelled routes. The government
agrees to expend for their benefit, for forty years, twenty dollars per head until
they go upon a permanent reservation, and forty dollars per head after that
time ; and that the arrears of their annuities under former treaties shall be paid.
It is also provided, especially to heal the .wounds caused by the Chivington
affair, that donations of land shall be secured to the widows and orphans of
those who were killed, and that the property taken from them shall be liberally
paid for. 'rheir numbers are estimated at 2,800 until a census is taken. All
other treaties are abrogated, and the reservation in Colorado becomes the property of the United States.
The Apaches, who have heretofore been allied to the Kiowas and Comanches,
were, by treaty concluded October 17, 1865, ·separated from those tribes and
confederated with the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, and accept the provisions of
their treaty, their numbers being estimated a t - - - until a census is .taken. ·
This treaty was ratified at the same time with that of their new allies.
As is generally the case with the Indian tribes who engage in treaty stipulations, there is a small portion of the Cheyennes, composed mostly of wild and
reckless. young men, whom the chiefs are unable to control, and who show a
di~position to continu~ hostilities and depredations, but there is good reason to
hope that they will be brought to reason and good behavior.
Kiowas and Comanches: Treaty concluded with these tribes by the same
commissioners, October 18, 1865; ratification advised May 22, 1866, and proclaimed May 26, 1866. By the energetic efforts of their agent, Colonel Leavenworth, these tribes had been ·influenced to avoid hostilities, and, with the exception of a few outlying parties and bands ranging the great plains on the
borders of New Mexico, bad been peaceably disposed towards the whites.
They were induced to come in to the appointed rendezvous on the Little Arkan~as, in October, 1865, and there agreed to the terms of a treaty, by which
they were to yield all claim to occupancy of any land in Kansas, New Mexico,
or Uolorado, and assigned, as a range of country in which to obtain their subsistence by the chase until a permanent reservation should be given to them, a
wide district lying in northwestern Texas and the Indian country. They make
the same pledges of peace and good behavior as the Arapahoes and Cheyennes,
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&c., ·and th'e government agrees to expend for their benefit, for forty years, the
sum of ten dollars per head per year until they concentrate upon a reservation,
and fifteen dollars thereafter. Their numbers are fixed at 4,000 until a census
shall be taken. .As the district assigned to these Indians is all in Texas or the
Indian country, special arrangements must he eventually made with the parties
owning the lands, when these tribes are required to concentrate in one locality.
Osages: Concluded with them September 29, 1865, by Commissioner Cooley
and Superintendent Sells; ratification advised by the Senate, with amendments, and amendments sent to them by their agent, Mr. Snow, early in September for their a~sent. The amendments make no material change, and were
accepted by the Indians September 21, 18G6. This treaty is one of great importance, as by it the Indians cede a large quantity of valuable land which the
settlers in Kansas have for some time desired to possess, while its sale makes a
handsome provision for the wants of the Indians. The treaty, in the first place
cedes to the United States a tract about thirty miles in width, from east to west
from the east end of the Osage lands, and adjoining the. Cherokee neutral lands
which have been placed in market. Until the settlement of the location of the
southwest corner of this tract, its precise area cannot be t~tated, but it will probably be not less than 960,000 acres. For this the government is to pay $3 00,000,
the interest of which, at five per cent., is for the present to be used for the benefit
of the Indians. The land is to be regularly surveyed and sold at public sale.
After the government has been reimbursed the cost of the land and of the survey
and sale, the balance realized is to be used by the government as a fund for the
civilization of Indians generally-a most beneficent provision, which is thus·
happily secured.
Besides the tract above mentioned, the Osages cede to the government, in
trust, a tract twenty miles in width along the whole northern side of their remaining reservation. This land, being about two hundred and thirty miles by
twenty, or 2,944,000 acres, is to be surv':lyed and sold as other public lands, and
the avails invested, at five per cent. int~rest, for the benefit of the Indians-eighty
thousand dollars of the amount being specially set apart as a school ~und. Provisions are made for lands to be reserved for their mission school, and the Indians ·are to remove within their diminished reserve within six months from the
ratification of the treaty. It is also provided that if future arrangements shall
be made for removing the tribe entirely from Kansas into the Indian country,
one-half of the proceeds of their lands may be devoted to the purchase of their
new home in that region.
Dakota or Sioux Indians: Nine treaties concluded last y ear with as many
bands of Sioux, by the commission appointed by the President, consisting of
Governor Edmunds, Snperintendent Taylor, General Curtis, General Sibley,
R ev. H. W. Reed, and Orrin Guernsey, ~ere submitted to the Senate, and their
ratification advised March 5, 1866, and the treaties were proclaimed March 17,
1866. Below is appended a list of the bands thus treated with, with the estimated number of persons belonging to each band:
T,vo Kettles ..•.................... _..•.............
1, 200 persons.
Lower Brules .....•. _..... _...... _. _........•••••...
1, 200 persons.
Oncpapas. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... _..... __ .........•
1, 800 persom.
l\1inneconjo,Is. _....................... _............ .
2, 220 persons.
Yanctonnais . • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .
2, 100 persons.
Sans Arcs .....•. _. . • . . _...... _.................... .
1, 680 persons.
Upper Yanctonnais ..............•...••............. _ 2, 400 persons.
Ogallallas . - . - ....• - - .....••.•................••... _ 2, 100 persons.
Blackfeet Sioux ...................... _•..•... __ • _•.•
1., 320 persons.
Total....................................

16,020 persons.
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The nine treaties above referred to are all of the same tenor, and establish
peaee with the various tribes of Sioux of Dakota, with whom hostilities bad continued for two or three years, at great cost to the government. The Indians
agree to abstain from all hostilities with the whites and with other tribes, and
in case of differences with other tribes to submit them to the arbitration of the
government; to allow the establishment of routes of travel through their country,
and to place no obstacles in the way of any of their people who may be disposed to turn to the pursuit of :=tgriculture for a living. rrhe government, in
view of the fact that the buffalo and other game, by means of which these nomadic tribes subsist, are being driven from the country by the whites who
traverse it, agrees to pay the Indians, at different points, in goods adapted for
their use, at the rate of about fifteen dollars per head per· annum, and whenever
any of them will settle down to the cultivation of the soil, to increase this
amount to twenty-five dollars per head.; and when one hundred lodges shall
concentrate for that purpose, an agency to be established for them and a farmer
employed to instruct them. These treaties were made in the fall of 186f\, and
the Indians, in spite of the great suffering from cold and want of food, endured
during the very severe winter of 186!)-'66, _and consequent temptation to plmider
to procure the absolute necessaries of life, faithfully kept the peace. In several
of the bands, some of the chiefs stated their intention to plant corn at various
places, and portions of two or three bands have come in at Crow creek, ( abandoned by the Santee Sioux,) and at the Yancton reservation, and seem d.isposed
to make a fair attempt to abandon their wandering mode of life. It may prop- .
. erly be stated here that, on the occasion of the visit of the commissioners to ' the
Upper Missouri during the last summer; they were met by several chiefs of the
Yanctonnais . who were not present at the treaty of the previous year, and who
affixed their signatures to a copy of the treaty, in testimony of their satisfaction
with its provisions. It may reasonably be hoped that, by careful and judicious
management of these tribes, and a· scrupulous fulfilm~nt of the stipulations of
the treaties made with them, no further occasion will arise for expensive military expeditions to be employed in compelling them to keep the peace.
Nes Perces: Concluded June 9, 1863; ratification advised by the Senate,
with an amendment, which awaits the action of the Indians. rrhe ratification
·of this treaty has been delayed for several years for various reasons, partly arising from successive changes in the superintendeut of Indian affairs in Idaho,
whose varying opinions upon the subject of the treaty have caused doubts in the
minds of senators. A later treaty had been made, but on careful consideration
of the subject it was deemed advisable to carry into effect that of 1863.. rr~he
Nes Perces claimed title to a very large district of country comprised in what
are now organized as Oregon, W m:hington, and Idaho, but principally within
the latter· territory, and already a large white population is pressing upon them
in the search for gold. They are peaceable, industl'ious and friendly, and, altogether, one of the most promising of the tribes west of the Rocky mountains,
having profited largely by the labors of missionaries among them. By the treaty
now ratified, they cede all their lands except a reservation defined by certain
natural boundaries, and agree to remove to this reservation within one year.
Where they have improvements upon lands outside of .it, such improvements are
to be appraised and paid for. The tillable lands are to be surveyed into tracts
of twenty acres, and allotted to such Indians as desire to hold lands in severalty.
r:l'he government is to continue the annuities due under former treaties, and in
addition, pay the tribe, or expend for them, for certain specific purposes having·
their impw\'emcnt in view, the sum of $262,500, and a moderate sum. is devoted
to houses and salaries for chiefs. The right of way is secured for roads through
the reservation, and the government undertakes to reserve all important springs
and watering places for public use.
Klamaths and Modocs and Yahooskin Snakes: Concluded October 14,.
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1864; ratification advised, with amendments, July 2, 1866. This treaty is one
of great importance, as it obtained a cession of a tract of land in the central and
southern part of Oregon, amounting to about 11,500,000 acres, reserving from
this, however, a tract of moderate extent around and including the Klamath
lakes, for a permanent home for these Indians and others who may be located
upon it. This cession is obtained at. a less expenditure of money than any
other of like extent for many years. 'rhe government agrees to expend in the
aggregate, for the benefit of the Indians, during a term of fifteeen years, the
sum of $80,000, besides paying $35,000 for the establishment of the Indians
upon the reservation. Grist and saw mills, mechanics' shops and agency buildings are to be erected and kept in repair for twenty years, and the employes
paid by governmment; while provisions are made for the eventual survey and
allotment of the lands when the condition of the Indians may demand such
action.
TVoll-pah-pe Snakes: Concluded August 12, 1865; ratification ad vised July
5, 1866, and proclaimed July 10, 1866. This is a supplfmentary treaty to the
one next preceding, and brings the tribe within the provisions of that treaty
with little additional expenditure. 'l'he band cedes a co"Qsid.erable tract of land
in central Oregon, and is to receive· $5, 000 towards the expenses of removal
to and settlement upon the Klamath Lake reservation, and to have $2,000 per
annum expended in its behalf for the first five years after the ratification of the
treaty, and $1,200 per annum for the next ten years. The long delay in the
ratification of these treaties has made a portion of the J ndians quite uneasy, but
it is hoped that when they learn t.h at the funds are ready to be used for their .
benefit, they will come in peaceably to the reservation, and enjoy the great advantages secured to them.
·
Chippewas qf Saginaw, ~c.: Concluded October 18, 1864; ratification advised
May 22, 1866, with amendment; amendment accepted June 18, 1866, and proclaimed August 16, 1866. By this treaty, the Indians release to th e government certain townships res·erved to them upon the Saginaw bay, in Michigan,
and also yield the right heretofore held by them to locate certain lands elsew here
in that State. The government sets apart for their use all the unsold land in
six townships in Isabella county. The sum of $20,000 is to be given them for
a manual labor school, to be under the charge of the Methodist Board of Missions, if they will expend $3,000 in the erection of buildings.
Omahas: Concluded March 6, 1865; ratification .advised February 13, 1866;
ratified F ebruary 15, 1S66. In the early spring of 1864, the Winnebagoes,
who had been removed to a reservation far up the Missouri river, but, being unable to obtain a living upon it, had abandoned it, and spent the winter amidst
much suffering in the vicinity of Fort Randall, came down the river and sought
a temporary refuge with the Omahas in N ebraska; and this treaty was made
with the latter tribe in order to provide a permanent home for the Winnebagoes.
The Omahas had more land than they needed, being about to accept allotments
and settle down to the practice of agricultural industry, and readily agreed to
sell nearly half of their reservation to the government, receiving therefor $5 0,000,
to be expended for goods, provisions, cattle, and buildings, and also obtaining
the extension of the provisions of article eight of their former treaty for ten years.
They also are to receive $7,000 for damages done to their reservation by the
Winnebagoes previous to the treaty.
Winnebagoes: Concluded March 8, 1865; ratification advised with amendment February 13, 1866; amendment accepted February 20, 1866; proclaimed
March 28, 1866. The general purposes of this treaty are stated above. 'rhe
Winnebagoes have suffered sadly of late years, from no fault of their own. 'l'he
exasperated state of mind in which the frontier settlers of Minnesota were left
by the Sioux massacre of 1862 left no alternative but to remoYe the Winnebagoes from the State, the very garden of which they owned, an~ tilled the lands
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with much industry. rrhey wel'e promised as good a location elsewhere, but
the location selected was a mistake, and the tribe suffered terribly during its
first winter at Crow. creek. They have been remarkably patient during the
three years which have elapsed since their removal from Minnesota, and very
anxious to be placed in a position where they can again set about the cultivation of the soil. In the treaty now ·referred to, Congress has been liberal with
them. They release to the United .States the Grow Creek re,servation, and are
to have erected for them a steam saw and grist mill, and to receive 100 cows,
400 horses, 20 yoke of oxen and wagons.; all the necessary buildings for a complete agency are to be erected for them, and they are to be paid the expenses of
removing and of subsistence for on,e year. The work upon their buildings and
breaking of land for farms h~~ been rapidly prosecuted during the summer and '
fall, and a year or two of good management will place them in a very comfortable condition again.
·
Pottawatomies: Supplementary to treaty of 1861; concluded March 29,·
18G6; ratification advised April 26, 1866, and proclaimed May 5, 1866. 1'his
treaty has but a single provision, extending to women the same rights of citizenship and share in the capital fund of the tribe as was heretofore pro~ided, fo11· ·
the adult males of the tribe.
TREATIES MADE IN

1866.

Bois Fort hand if CMppewas: Concluded April 7, 1866; ratification advised,
with amendments, April 26, 1866; amendment accepted l\.pril28, 1866; ratified
by the Prestdent May 5, 1866. These Indians are a portion of the Chippewas
of Lake Superior, who were parties to the treaty of September, 1854, by which
a large cession of land was made to the government, and a division was made
of the annuities due to the great body of Chippewas, the bands being divided
between two agencies-one in Wisconsin, the other in Minnesota. The Bois
Fort band, living in the far north near the British line, were separately provided
for, and provision was made for the selection for them at a future time of a reservation, which by subsequent action was partially located near Vermillion
lake. Within the last two years ·discoveries of gold have been made in that
region, and the attention of whites was turned to the country, and several expeditions were fitted out for: its exploration. The Indians became alarmed and
excited on account of this inyasion of their country, and the probability of collision between the parties made it desirable that an attempt should be made to
obtain peaceable possession of the country. and render it subject to entry as
other public lands. A delegation from the tribe accordingly visited this city.
It was found for some time impracticable to effect any arrangement with them,
as sundry parties had filled their minds with extravagant ideas as to the extent
of country which the Indians owned, and of its value as a gold region. This
band, in the treaty referred to above, had reserved its rights in the Chippewa
land west of the western boundary of the cession of 1854, and this, together
with their right to a 7·eservation, not yet clearly defined, was . all that could be
conceded to· them. After much· negotiation the treaty was finally made, by
which they ceded all rights to any land whatever except two reservations, to
be selected as soon as practicable-one of 100,000 acres, including Net lake;
the other of one township at the mouth of Deer creek; these locations, however,
being subject to the contingency that they should not be such as would lead to
conflict between the white miners and settlers and the Indians. The government agrees to establish a blacksmith shop and school-house, to build eight
houses for chiefs, an agency house and storehouse, to expend annually for the
tribe for twenty years $ 14,000, and to pay $30,000 for the establishment of the
band upon its new reservation and for presents to the tribe, and to pay $10,000
for the transportation and expenses of the delegation to this city. Under instruc-
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tions from the department, the reservati9ns above provided f~r are to be selected
this fall.
Delau,ares: Concluded July 4, 1866; ratification advised July 26. 1866;
and proclaimed August 10, 1866. This tribe has ·for many years been friendly
to the whites, and has exhibited a commendable disposition towards improvement in civilization. Many of them are well educated, speak and write English
with fluency, and cultivate fine farms to good advantage. 'rhe majority of the
tribe, however, do not· seem to profit, as might be expected, from their advantages of location and the large income of their trust funds. 'rhey have become
satisfied that, although they have sold most of their large tract of land, and accepted allotments in ·severalty, they cannot live peaceably and prosper in the
neighborhood of the whites. Two years ago they made a treaty providing for
the sale of their lands to the Union Pacific Railroad Company, on condition of
the building of a railroad from the mouth of the Kaw river to Leavenworth;
but the treaty was delayed in the Senate for various reasons, and meantime
another company had built that railroad. The treaty now made and ratified
provides for the sale of all · the remaining lands of the tribe in Kansas, about
100,000 acres, to the Missouri River Railroad Company, except such as is held
by Indians who may elect to remain in Kansas and become citizens. · A new
home in the Indian country is to be selected f01; such as decide to remove, and
detailed provisions are made for the progress towards citizem:;hip of those who
remain; and the purchase, from their own funds, of a home for those who will
remove. Provisions are also made for the settlement of certain claims of the
Indians against the government.
We come now to the series of treaties made with the tribes or nations resident
in the Indian country south of Kansas. In the annual report of this office for
1865 a very full statement and report was made of the conferences at Fort
Smith, Arkansas, resulting iu a preliminary treaty with those tribes, by which
general terms of peace were established, they having to a greater or less extent
engaged in the rebellion against the government, and it was agreed that delegates should be sent to Washington for the purpose of concluding formal treaties with each tribe or nation for the settlement of all questions of difference
arising ffom the war, and for re-establishing the Indians upon their lands, under
clearly defined provisions, applying to all classes of their population. With this
purpose in view, the ·cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, and Choctaws and Chickasaws, appeared in this city in J anuar·y, 1866, by their representatives duly chosen,
there ·being double delegations in some cases, respectively representing two
parties in each nation-:-those who had remained· loyal to the government and
true to their treaty stipulations, and those who bad taken part in the rebellion ..
These negotiations were carried on, on the part of the government, by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in connexion with Colonel E. S. Parker, and Super- .
intendent Sells. Four principal points came up for settlement, to wit:
The proper and just method of adjusting affairs between the loyal and disloyal, this point applying especially to the Cherokees, where confiscation laws,
passed by the national council, bad taken effect upon the property of those who
were disloyal.
The proper relations which the freedmen should hereafter hold towards the
remainder of the people.
A fair compensation for losses of property occasioned to those who remained
loyal by the disloyal party.
Cession of lands by the several tribes to be used for the settlement thereon
of Indians whom it is in contemplation to remove from Kansas.
The first tribe with which arrangements were consummated was the
Sem_~noles: Concluded March 21, 1866; ratification advised July 19, 1866;
J?~oc1anr~ed August 16, 1866. By this treaty renewed pledges ·of peace and
fnendsh1p are made, and a complete amnesty for all offences arisir1g from the
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rebellion. Slavery is entirely abolished, and the freedmen placed upon an
equal footing with the remainder of the people. rrhis equality was the more
easily accomplished in the case of the Seminoles, since there had already been
a considerable intermingling of the races before the tribe removed from Florida,
and several of the 'interpreters accompanying the delegation representing the
tribe appeared to be of purely African blood. The Indians cede to the government the entire domain s.ecured to them by the treaty of 1856, amounting
to (estimated) 2,169,080 acres, for which they receive the sum of $325,362.
They receive a new reservation of 200,000 acres at the junction of the Canadian
rivet with its north fork, for which they pay $100,000, and the balance (of
$22F>,362) is to be paid as follows: $30,000 to establish them upon their new
reservation; $20,000 to purchase stock, seeds, and tools; $15,000 for a mill;
$50,bOO to be invested as a school fund ; $20,000 as a national fund; $40,362
for subsistence, arid $50,000 for losses of loyal Seminoles, to be ascertained by
a board of commissioners . . A right of way for railroads is granted through the
new reservations, and $10,000, or so much as is necessary, is to be expended
for agency buildings. The Indians agree to the establishment, if Congress
shall so provide, of a general council in the "Indian country," to be annually
convened, consisting of delegates from all the tribes in the proportion of their
numbers respectively, and to have power to legislate upon matters relating to
the intercourse and relations of the several tribes resident in that country, the
laws passed to be consistent with treaty stipulations and the Constitution of
the United States. This council is to be presided over by the Superintendent
of Indian Affairs. (It will be seen hereafter that this plan is more fully carried into effect in the treaty with the Choctaws and Chickasaws.) The Semin.oles ratify the diversion of annuities made during the war for the support of
refugees, but the payments due under their former treaties are to be renewed
and con tinned as heretofore. They grant six hundred aud forty acres of land
to each society which will erect mission or school buildings, to revert, however,
to the tribe when no longer used for its proper purpose.
The next treaty in this series was made with the confederated nations of
Choctaws and Ckiclcasaws: Concluded April28, 1866; ratification advised,
with an amend~ent, June 28, 1866 ; amendment accepted July 2, 1866, and
proclaimed July 10, 1866.
.
This treaty, in its careful attention to all details deemed necessary, is the
most complete of the series, and when its various provisions are brought into full
operation, will establish the confederated tribes upon a basis of enduring prosperity. It contains, of course, the usual provisions for the re-establishment of
peace and friendship, of amnesty, and the abolition of slavery in every form.
The Indians cede to the government the whole of that tract of land known as
the ".leased lands," which have been long held (rented by the government) for
the use of Indians removed from Texas, and amounting to 6,800,000 acres.
For this the government is to pay $300,000, to be invested at five per cent.
interest until laws are passed by the Choctaws and Chickasaws providing
full rights, privileges, and immunities, and grants of forty acres of land each for
their freedmen, which laws are to be passed within two years. If so passed,
that sum, with its accumulated interest, is to be paid, three-quarters to the
Choctaws and one quarter to the Chickasaws. If such laws are not passed,
then the $300,000 to be kept and used by government for the benefit of the
freedmen . Right of way is granted for railroads through the reservations
upon compensation for damages done to property, and the tribes may subscribe
to the stock of such roads in land, such subscriptions to be first liens on the
road s. The provisions in regard to a general council are agreed to with more
detail than in the other treaties, and its powers clearly defined, so as to establish, for many purposes not inconsistent with the tribal laws, a territorial government, with the Superintendent as governor, the Territory being named
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"Oklahoma." Provision ,is made for a secretary of the council, and. for pay of
members, and for a marshal of the Territory; and a clause is added looking to
the estabHshment of an upper house, to consist of one member for each tribe.
The educational funds of the Indians under former treaties are to remain invested, and payments under former treaties to be renewed. Provision is made
for surveying and allotting the reservations when desired, and for the return to
the Indian country of scattered members of the tribes. Land is set apart for
county buildings and for religious and educational purposes. Indians from
Kansas are to be received with equal privileges with the people of the two
tribes, though not to participate in annuities, and land for their use is to be
paid for at $1 per acre. Members of these tribes are to be received as competent witnesses in United States courts. Cri!:ninals taking refuge in their
~ountry are to be returned upon.requisition. Post offices are to be established
in the country. .A commission is to ascertain and report the losses by loyal
Indians by being driven from the country, and another the losses alleged to
have occurred to certain traders, the amounts to be paid from the tribal funds
held by the government.
The next treaty in this series was made with the
Creeks: Concluded June 14, 1866 ; ratification advised, with amendment,
July 19; amendment accepted July 23, and proclaimed .August 11, 186G.
This treaty re-establishes peace and friendship, declares amnesty for past
offences, and establishes the freedmen in full equality of rights and privileges,
as well as a share in the national soil and fun:1s. The adjustment of this
question occupied a long time. But one delegation from the C1;eeks appeared
here at first, and with them a treaty ·was made which recognized the rights of
the freedmen to full equality; but, at about the time .this treaty was made,
other delegates came on, representing the southern or "disloyal" Creeks, who
constituted about one-half of the people, and· strenuously opposed the consummation of the treaty on account ~f this very provision. They engaged able
counsel, and, as the result of their opposition, the treaty came back from the
President for revision. It appeared at one time as if all negotiations must f~il,
and the Commissioners, knowing the necessity of some settlement of the affairs
of the people and relief for the destitute among them, were disposed to urge
the national delegates to yield the point for the present, but they held out
firmly for their freedmen, urging that when the brave old Opothleyoholo, resisting all the blandishments of the rebel emissaries, and of his Indian friends,
stood out for the government, and led a l;rge number of his people out of the
country, fighting as they went, abandoning their homes, they promised their
slaves that if they would remain also faithful to the government they should be
free as th~mselveE. Under these circumstances the delegates decliued to yield,
but insisted that that sacred pledge should be fulfilled, declaring that they
would sooner go home and fight and suffer again with their faithful friends
than abandon the point. 'l'hey were successful at last, and the treaty guarantees to their freedmen full equality. The Indians cede to the government, to
be used for the settlement thereon of other Indians, the west half of their domain, estimated at 3,250,560 acres of land, for which the government is to pay
$975, 168, in the following manner: $200,000 to enable the Creeks to reoccupy
and restore their farms and improvements, to pay the damages to mission
schools, and to pay the salary of the delegates to Washington; $ 100,000 to be
paid for losses of soldiers enlisted in the United States army, and to loyal
refugees and freedmen; $400,0 00 to be paid p er capita to the Creeks as it
may accrue from the sale of lands ; interest on the last two sums, at five per
cent., to be used for the Creeks, at the diecretion of the Secretary of the Interior; and the remainiug sum due, or $275,000, js to be invested at five per
cent., and the interest paid to the Indians annually. The amounts due to soldiers and refugees are to be ascertained under direction of the superintendent
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and agent, and reported to the department for approval. Right of way for
railroads is provided. The western boundary is to be surveyed at the expense
of the United States . . An amount not exceeding $10,000 is to be expended
by the United States in the erection of agency buildings upon the diminished
reeervation. The provisions for a general council are the same as in the Seminole treaty. Annuities, aa provided-in former treaties, are to be renewed and
continued. The government to pay $10,000 for expenses of negotiating this
treaty, if so much be necessary. ·
The last of the four treaties with tribes in the " Xndian country " was made
with the
'
Cherokees: Concluded July 19, 1866; ratification advised with amendment
July 27; amendment 'accepted July 31, and proclaimed August 11, 1866.
More dHE.culty was experienced in al'riving at the consummation of a treaty
with the Cherokees than with any of the ' other tribes or nations of the Indian
country. This difficulty had been previously encountered by the commissioners
at :Fort Smith, in 1865, though the· issue was postponed by the agreement of the
delegates there present to come to this city, with the view of making a treaty.
A brief stateme,nt of the causes of the trouble may not prove · uninteresting.
Quite early in the late war, the proper authorities of that nation, the late John
Ross being the principal chief and manager of their affairs, made a treaty with
the rebel States, and employed every practicable means of engaging the other
tribes upon the same side . . It will be well to remember that the Cherokee nation
had long been divided into two factions known as the Ross and Ridge parties,
whose quarrel dates back to the time when the people lived in Georgia, and
that blood had been frequently shed in their quarrels. The Ridge .party favored
the treaty by which the removal to the west was effected, while the Ross party
opposed; but after that removal, the latter, being the most numerous, obtained
and kept the ascendency, and practically ruled the .nation. There were many
men of intelligence, education, and ability upon both sides, an_d the old jealousies
have been foste,i:ed and increased from year to year; the Ridge party, under the
late leadership of Stand W atie and others, endeavodng to secure a division of
the national domain and funds, which the Ross party as strenuously opposed;
the former party readily entered into the late war, doubtless hoping to succeed
in their· private plans of secession, as well as in those of a larger scale. As to
the motives of the other party, then holding the national power, it is charitable
to say that they are doubtful. Judging from the cotemporary records, it seems
clear enough that Ross and his party at all events believed that the rebellion
would succeed, hoped for its success, and were sincere in joining it; but their
delegates and counsel very str.enuously insisted here that the action of theh· council in making a tl:eaty with the rebels was only a diplomatic 1·use-a temporary
expedient-to enable them to hold together until the federal forces should appear
for their protection. Wherever the truth may lie between these two extremes,
it is certain that after hostiliti~s had continued for a year and a .half, the Cherokees in considerable force fighting on the side of the rebellion, the federal forces
advanced into the Indian count~·y, and one regiment of Cperokees deserted to
their side. Ross reconvened the national council, and forthwith and henceforward
these Cherokees were "loyal," and commenced and carried into effect severe
confiscation laws, operating principally upon the members of the Ridge party,
who remained true to the confederacy; while nearly three thousand of the people
at one time or another were enlisted on the Union side. The end of the war came
at last, and the commission of 1865 met at Fort Smith delegates from both
factions, those of the Ridge or W atie party reacly to meet all the views of the
government, and asking its protection from the confiscation laws which had
excluded them from their homes ; looking to a separation of interesta from the
remainder of the tribe, and excusing themselveB for taking up arms against the
government by laying the responsibility upon the shoulders of the council;
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while the . Ross party held aloof, in great independence of spirit, leaving it
quite doubtful for some time whether they would consent to treat at all; claiming that as a t!10roughly loyal people, who had been fighting the battles of the
Union, they were entitled to sole consideration, and that the government could
not properly interfere with the independent action of their national council
towards their rebellious citizens.
'rwo delegations, representing these opposing views, came on to W asl1ington,
.and conference after conference ensued, now with one party-now with the other.
Both sides had engaged as co~nse1 gentlemen eminent for legal ability, who
appeared in their behalf on many occasions, where the discussions of the important questiop. at issue were marked with great intereat Draught after draught
of treaties was made, and s~veral clearly agreed .upon, when some new difference
would arise, and all arrangements be overturned. 1,he so-called southern delegates insisted that their people must be separated from the remainder of the
nation-that they could not and would not live with them; while the other
party, with whom alone, as holding the national organization, the government
could treat,- except a~ a last resort, in~isted that the nation should not be
divided. About the middle of June, the commissioners, despairing of a satisfactory arrangement with the national party, made· a treaty with the others,
whose marked feature was a provision that the soll:thern pa1·ty, though not
formally separated from the-nation, should be ' allowed a certain part of the territory for their exclusive use and occ';lpancy; they agreeing to sel~ their right
to certain portions of the national domain. This treaty was not, however, laid
before the Senate; but after another month of negotiation, a trE'aty was finally
concluded on the 19th of July, which, although not entirely satisfactory to any
party', was the best possible settlement of the matter attainable. While it partially satisfied the national party by continuing the nation, as such, under one
constitution and government, it nevertheless secures the other party from appre-hended persecution by the national authorities by locating them in a specific
part of the domain, and providing that· suits between Cherol\ees belonging to
the opposing portions of the people shall be tried ·in the United States comts.
The general features of the treaty are as follows:
The treaty made with tli.e rebel States October 7, ] 861, is repudiated by the
Cherokees, and the government grants an amnesty for all past offences. The
Indians agree to repeal their confiscation laws, and that the southern or Watie
party may settle in a part of their country known as the "Canadian district,"
where also any of the freedmen may locate themselves; the portion of country
set apart for them amounting to 160 acres for each person. Those who settle
in that part of the domain may select their own judges, and make their own
police regulations, and elect delegates to the national council. The President
of the United States is to hold the 'power of reviewing the police regulations
made by the council, and all cases between opposing parties belonging to the
different portions of the nation are to be adjudicated in the United States district
court nearest the Cherokee country. A United States court is to be established
in the territory. All distinctions between the two portions of the people may
be abrogated by the President at the desire of those parties. No licenses to
trade (except in the Canadian district) are to be granted except by consent
of the council. Slavery is abolished, and the full rights of the freedmen are
acknowledged. The right of way for railroads is secured; consent is given to
a general council as in the Seminole treaty. Land ia set apart for church and
school sites. Provi ions are made for the settlement of friendly Indians of other
tribes among the Cherokees in two methods, either by abandoning their own
tribal organization and becoming practically a part of the Cherokee nation, and
re i~i~g in t~e m?re co~pactly settled a?d eastern part of the domain, or by
retammg then· tnbal existence and setthng further west ; in either case land
occupied by them to be paid for at prices to be agreed upon between the govern-
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tnent and the Cherokees. The tract of 800,000 acres in Kansas, known as the
neutral lands, is ceded to the government in trust, to be surveyed and sold for the
benefit of the Indians, the proceeds to be invested for them in the proportion of
3/) per cent. for education, 15 per cent. for an orphan fund, and 50 per cent. for
the _national fund. "But this tract may be sold in· one body for cash, at $1 per
acre, the intention of the language referring to a sale "for cash," well
unJerstood by both parties to the treaty, being to exclude the receipt of a large
amount of depreciated Chet•okee scrip in payment for these lands; the experience
of the department as to the receipt of scrip representing Indian indebtedness in
payment for lands, as in the case of the Sacs and Foxes, Kaws, and other tribes,
being unfavorable. But a question has arisen whether the actual language of
the treaty does not absolu,t ely preclude the sale of the lands upon any terms of
credit whatever. All sums belonging to heirs of d~ce:;tsed soldiers remaining
unclaimed after two years are devoted to an asylum for orphans of soldiers.
Provisions are also made for the payment of $10,000 for certain supplies furnished to Creeks, and for damages done to missionary establishments during
the war. ·
TRI:!:ATIES PENDING IN TI:IE SENATE.

The1;e still remain unacted upon some important treaties-one made in the fall
of 1865, by Superintendent Irish, with various tribes in Utah, ceding all rights
of occupancy of lands in that Territory, except the .Uintah Valley reservation,
for a consideration in the form · qf annual payments in goods and for beneficial
objects ; another with the Shawnees, early in the present year, making provision for the sale of their lands in Kansas, the purchase of another location for
them in the Indian country, the removal of those who chose to go and retain
their tribal state, and mt>asures for -obtaining full citizenship by those who remain; also a treaty made June 11, 1864, with the Kansas tribe of Indians,
providing for the sale of their remaining lands in that State, and their removal
to the Indian country; and a treaty made with the Poncas, March 10, 1865,
for an exchange of certain lands and payment of claims.
It is to be hoped that these treaties will receive early consideration during
the next session of Congress.
TREATIES NOT YET SUBMITTED TO THE SENATE.

A treaty was made in December, 1865. by Agent Upson, under instructions
from the department, with the Blackfeet Indians · of Montana, and with the
Gras VcntTes of that Territory, by which all the Blackfeet country south of the
}.lissouri was ceded; but as ad vices reached this office of the Indians having
almost imme<liatRly broken out into hostility, and thus violated their treaty
stipulations, jt was not deemed advisable by the late Secretary to send the papers to the President. Advices received from Montana, in the annual report of
the governor and. superintendent, justify this action.
A treaty was made in the early spring of 1866, by the late Governor Lyon,
of Idaho, with certain bands of Bannacks and Snake Indians in the .soutbeastern portion of that Territory ; but this has abo been retained in the files of
this office for further consideration upon information to be received from Governor Lyon's successor. The accounts of frequent comsions in that quarter
between the· miners and travellers and the Indians, make it quite evident that
some kind of arrangement with those Indians is desirable.
'rhe northwestern commission of last year was divided into two parts, by
direction of the President, early last spring, and some alterations made in its
persons. Governor Edmunds, General Curtis, Mr. Guernsey, and Rev. Mr.
Reed, proceeded at the earliest possible date after tbt:P necessary preparations
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could be made, and transportation obtained up the Missouri river. They met,
at various points, the bands of Sioux treated with last year, and found them
still peaceably disposed, and many of their people earnestly turning their at. tentiou to agriculture. The signatures of several additional chiefs of the Yanctonnais band were obtained to the treaty made last year, and ratified by the
President. There was every apparent reason to be gratified with the result of
the labors of the commission during the previous y"ear.
·
Proceeding up the Missouri, the commission effected a treaty at Fort Berthold
with the Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and Mandans, by which a cession of land of
about tw enty-five miles by forty _was obtained, and a right of way for roads
through their lands, in ret:urn for which certain annual payments in goods and
for beneficial purpoi;es are to be made. These Indians are friendly, and many
of them have long been planting corn with success near :Fort B erthold.
The great amount of travel through the country occupied by these Indians,
and those·lying .above, upon the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers, by persons en
route to and from the gold regions of Montana, interfering greatly with the
game upon which the Indians depend, has made it imperatively necessary that
those routes should be rendered secure to trav,ellers·; and; at the same time, justice to the Indians required a liberal compensation for the damages necessarily
resulting from this invasion of their hunting ranges. '.rhe above treaty and
the two which follow are based upon those principles, and look also to the gradual improvement of the Indians, by encouraging them to till the soil, and abandon their precarious mode of living.
At Fort Union a treaty was made with the .Assinahoines, by which they
cede all their land lying south of the Missouri and north of the Yellowstone as
far west as a line drawn from the mouth of the Powder river northward to Milk
river, and also a smaller tract, including l!,ort Union 1 north of the Missouri.
Besides this, they yield th'e right of way and reservations at suitable places for
stations, ten miles square at each station. l!-,or this, they were to receive consideration in goods and in expenditures for beneficial obj ects.
At the same place the commissioners met and treated with the Crows, securing a right of way and unmolested travel up the valley of the Yellowstone to
H elena, in Montana, and station reservations of ten miles square. Liberal compensation is provided for this powerful tribe of Indians, and. an agepcy is to be
established. for them.
·
The other branch of the commission, consisting of Superintendent '.raylor,
Colonel Maynadier, commanding at Fort L ara mie, Dakota Territory, 'rhomas
Wistar, and Colonel McLaren, met at that post, early in the summer, representatives of, and in fact a large part of, the tribes of Ogallalla and western Bt uli
Sioux, and concluded with them a treaty, ou the 7th of June, of the same general tenor with those made with the nine bands upon the upper Missouri last
year, and. securing a promise of uninterrupted use of routes of travel established
through their country. '.rhis point in the treaty, as in the cases of the other
bands referred to, was very r eluctan't ly conceded, but it is believed that those
chiefs who signed the treaty, and all those under their control, b eing the largest
portion of the bands, will keep their pleclg·es, t hough there are wild and uncontrollable young men belonging to both bands who have made and will make
trouble.
With. the northern bands of Arapahoe~ and Cheyennes no treaty was consummated; but consultation was h ad. with some of their number, and arrangements made which will, it was thought, bring about a treaty at an early day.*
The work accomplished by 'the northwestern commissions h as been a very
important as well as arduous one, and. if the series of treaties made by them
shall be ratified and go into full effect, peaceful relations will have been estab-

•

,. .A. treaty with the Cheyennes has been .received since the date of the report.
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lished with powerful tribes, for the most part lately in hostility, ranging over a
territory extending over eight degrees of latitude by twelve in longitude, and
with reasonable hopes of their gradual improvement by the judicious expen diture of the money provided in compensation for their cessions of land, aud for
the damage done to their hunting gr~mnds. The final reports of those commissions are full of sound suggestions, and special attention is invited to them as
published in the accompanying documents.
TREATIES .RECOMMENDED.

Believing that peace can best be maintaim~d with our Indian tribes, after the
whites begin to encroach upon their ancient hunting grounds, by treaty arrangements, liberal and just in their provisions, and faithfully carried into execution by the government and its agents, this office urges the continuance of
the policy which has met with such gratifying success during the present and
last year ; and the ·condition of the Indians qf Kansas presses first upon the
attention. Intermingled. as the Kansas reservations are with the public lands,
and surrounded in most .cases by white settlers, who too often act upon the principle that an Indian has no rights that a white man is bound to respect, they
are injured and annoyed in many ways. ''l1heir stock are st?len, their fenees
broken down, their timber destroyed, their young men plied with whiskey, and
their women debauched, so that while the less civilized are kept in a worse than
savage state, having the crimes of civilization forced upon them, those .further
advanced, and disposed to honest industry, are discouraged "beyond endurance.
In neady every tribe the major~ty desire to remove southward to the Indian
country, and the sale of their Kansas reservations and improvements will furni::;h the means of purchasing and establishing them in new homes. I see no
other alternative than to provide fot their removal as soon as practicable.
Whatever may be the issue of the suit in the Supreme Court in relation to the
questions of taxation and citizenship, we shall know with whom we are to treat
among the tribes which have taken land in severalty, or taken preliminary
steps towards citizenship; and as to the other tribes, no obstacle exists to immediate action. Should the department sustain the same views, measures will
be taken to carry them into practical effect.
Treaties are imperatively necessary with some of the Indians in Idaho, and
measures should be taken at an early day to effect the necessary arrangements;
and a proposition is under consideration fdr bringing upon the Flathead resetvation in Montana, which is amply large, or upon a new reservation in northern
Icl.aho, various kindred bands in that locality and the eastern part of W ashingtori
Territory.
It has not been the policy of the government to make treaties with the tribes
inhabiting the region ceded by Mexico, although it has been done in some cases ;
but it may be found advisable to do so in the case of sundry tribes in New
Mexico, whom it is desirable to place upon reservations. Certain bands of
Sioux in northeast Dakota remain to be treated with, and suggestions to that
effect can be laid before you as soon as the pressing current duties of this ·office
will allow of a careful consideration of the subject..
·
The proposed negotiation~ will be accompanied with some considerable ex
pense, for which estimates will be made and submitted for your consideration.
No serious hostilities have occurred during the year between the Indians and
whites, although numerous cases of depredations by members of tribes not heretofore treated with, or casual raids by them upon frontier settlements or emigrant
trains, have occurred as usual. In all the region from the British possessions to
the gn1f of California, with the exception of the region near where t)J.e boundary
of Idaho and Oregon meets the Nevada line, t.he centre portion of Arizona where
the Apaches are alway~ in hostility with both whites and other Indians, and the
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southern part of Utah, where a. small band has been troublesome, scarcely an
outbreak of any kind has taken place. Between the Rocky mountains and the
Mississippi peace has been the rule. A portion of the Blackfeet. living partly
in the British possessions and· partly about the headwaters of the Missouri, have
continued hostile, and some lives and property have be'el\ lost. A small portion
of the western Sioux, whose specfal home and haunts are in the neighborhood of
the Black Hills, northwest of Fort Laramie, refusing to join in the treaty made
at that place in the summer, are said 'to have attackPd :and plundered trains on
the way to Montana, and their acts have been heralded in the press as evidence
of another Indian war in progress. N othjng would so wei~ please the parties
who are engaged in this business of manufacturing news as "another Indian
war," for they see injt visions of productive contracts, and :fine opportunities of
accumulating profits thereby upon transportation and ·supplies. ·
Proceeding further south, ~a few wild, uncontrollable young men of the southern
Arapahoes and Cheyennes are charged with continuing hostilities, bu~ the evidence is very slight agai1;1st them ; and, consi~ering the delay necessarily occuring ·in forwarding the goods and other payments promised in their treaty of
October, 1865, that delay being caused by the delay of Congress in making the
·necessary appropriations, it is not to be wondered at that a portion of those tribes
have been restless ; but no ·~erio.us trouble is now apprehended.
Many depredations upon' settlers in New Mexico have also occurred. The
hostility between the Mexican inhabitants and most of the lndians of that Territory appears to be. chronic, and will not probably be cured until all the Indians
are collected upon reservations, a very expensive method if prosecuted after the
manner of the· management of the Navajos, though to a considerable extent effectual; but, with the aid of Congress in furnishing funds to a moderate extent,
we need not , despair of gathering most of the Indians of that territory upon
reservations, where they will soon learn to earn their living by honest labor.
It would be well if those who are so. ready tD cry out for terrible retribution
upon Indian tribes, for crimes co:rnmitted by a few of their number, would reflect
that they do not thus demand wholesale vengeance upon white people for casual
offences of individuals; and if they would further consider that it is a fact susceptible of proof that, in the majority of cases, Indian outbreaks ·are caused by
some wanton ill treatment of them by whites. Instances without number .could
be cited to establish this assertion, and several such cases are referred to m the
details of this report. -Unfaithfulness of government agents is too .often the occasion of these troubles, and glaring cases of this have come to hght; bnt for
every case where hostilities by the Indians have been the result of such misconduct, others may be adduced where the tribes interested have patiently endured
being plundered for years in succession. and have still kept their plighted faith
to the government. How and when these evils are to be cured is a problem
difficult of solution; but so long as superin~endents and agents col1tinue to be
selected for any other reason than manifest :fitness for an honest, faithful, and
just discharge of their duties, so long may we expect that among them will be
found unfaithful men whose acts provoke the Indians to hostility, fatal always,
in the end, to the wronged party, as being the weakest, but entailing loss of life
and property in its course to many innocent people.
Among other subjects to which your predecessor in his annual report of last
year invited the attention of Congress, was one which merits notice in this connexion. I refer to that of the necessity of providing some effectual code of laws
for ~be arrest, c?nvictio~ and p~nishment of crimes committed by whites against
Ind.mns, or .Indu:ns aga~nst :Vh1te~, or by Indians against each other, upon reservatwns! or m regw~s chiefly mhab1ted by Indi·ms. The intercourse laws, passed
ov~r thi.rty years smce, and apparently sufficient at that time, before the tidP. of
em1gr~t10n had begun to set strongly towards the frontier, and while none bnt
occaswnal hunters or trappers interfered with the occupancy of the country by the
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~ndians, are ·insufficient now, when the white population west of the Mississippi
begins to number its millions. It is much to be hoped that Congress will at its
next session take this sul;>ject into careful consideration, and provide a plain,
comprehensive code, by which the superintendents and agents may dispense
justice within their jurisdiction, and the infliction of appropriate penalties may
be rendered certain, whether the offender be red or white. Retaliation is the
law of the Indians; and if, in his early approaches to civilization, he is compelled
to abandon that law, he looks for a substitute in the white man's la'Y": In too
many cases, indeed almost universally, where a white offender against the rights
or life of an Indian is brought into our courts through the efforts of the agent,
he is sure of ar.quittal; but reverse the case, and the Indian almost surely suffers.
It does seem practicable to improve upon this condition of . things.
We have laws which provide for the arrest of whites trespa8sing upon Indian
1·eservationfl, but no provision is made for retaining them in custody, or on proper
bail to be tried. So for offences of Indians upon their own people; they may be
sent to the nearest military post to be confined, and may be, at the will of the
officer in command, released the next day. So, we have a law against the settlement of whites upon Indian reservations, and a provision that they may be
ejected by the superintendent or agent, but no provision, is made for the expense
of a posse of whites, while the use of an Indian .p osse is but the beginning of
war upon a small scale, to increase according to circumstances. Your earnest
af.tention is invited to this subject, as one of great importance to the future
success of the Indian service.
. 'rhe subject of trade licenses, with its varied ramifications, has enlisted much
attention. Something wa::; done last year towards effecting a reform in this
matter, but much still remains to be done. It is felt that in spite of all precautions, the most stringent instructions, and the requirement of a special oath or
affidavit from all superintendents and agents granting licenses, that they have not
and do not contemplate any interest with traders; something more is needed
in the shape of a law by Congress which will reach and punish cases of malfeasance. One of the most glaring casef! . of this kind was that of a former agent
at Fort Laramie, whose conduct, in connexion with traders, in swindling the
Sioux out of a large portion of theii· annuities, doubtless had much to do with
the hostilities of those tribes for several years.
•
This office is somewhat embarrassed as to the proper construction of the recent
enactment by Congress, apparently throwing open the Indian trade to competition by whoever chooses to enter into it; but really, as I have felt bound to
construe it, operating only to prevent superintendents or agents from limiting
the number of traders by their own motion, when persons fit to be in the Indian
country apply for licenses. That this is the true construction seems apparent
from the tact that the enactment referred to, being section 4 of the last Indian
appropriation law, especially provide~ for the continued operation of the regulations of the department concerning Jic~nses ; and with those regulations, pre.
pared under an act of Congress, and having the force of law, I have felt compelled to require compliance. Early in the year, this office, in reply to a question
by the department as t"o the reason why the Indian trade should not be thrown
open to all who choose to engage in it, expressed itself as in favor of a reasonable
competition, but suggested that this competition being provided, it was better to
have as few traders as possible, the incidental evils aud temptations of Indian
trade being too great. But beyond this it may be further suggested whether it
is not practicable to provide in a just manner for some such scale of prices of
purchase and sale by traders as applies to the sutlers of the army. Could such
a system be devised and put into practicable operation, we 1:1hould .at once gpt
rid of sundry serious difficulties.
And in reference to army sutlers, there is a point which seems to de.mand
serious attention, and the settlement of which will remove existing and prevent
.
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apprehended troubles. At many of our frontier posts there are sutlers who covet
the trade with the Indians as being of a profitable character, and their prices, in
cases of sales to Indians, not being limited by the scale fixed by the army
boards. Sometimes these posts are originally established by government; and
in other cases, the military officers have taken possession of portions of buildings erected by traders. rrhe sutlers claim the exclusive right to trade within
a certain distance of the flag, and this limit generally includes the protection of
the post. R egularly licensed traders have, in some instances, been warned to
leave after having, in good faith, made large investments in their business.
Long existing regulations of the Vv..,. ar Department, which have not been, to my
knowledge, revok1 ·d, require that sutlets must obtain licenses to trade with Indians ; but it will be observed, that if the trade is thrown into their hands competition is impossible. It is to be hoped that this subject will again be taken
up by Congress, and a special act, covering the necessary provisions to secure
justice to all parties, be passed.
·
Another point in connexiori with licenses, which would :be easily settled if
there were some practicable method of 1.·egulating prices of barter and sale by
traders,. is that which presses upon this office in the case of some tribes-the
advantage to be gained for their true interest by paying their annuities in goods
by their consent. If fair dealiug could be relied upon, so that the Indian could
do as well in his purchases of the trader by an order payable at his next regular
payment as he could with the money in hand, ·there are manifest ad vantages in
the paymr nt in goods ; for the Indian is improvident, and with the cash in hand
at payment., hr, in most cases; wastes it wantcnly in gambling, drunkenness, or
in some useless expenditure, doing no good to himself or family; while, with a
faithful agent to watch his interests, be is sure to obtain something valuable for
his comfort aud that of his wife and children, purchased from time to time, as
needed .
. This system, which has prevailed to some extent in the Indian service for a
few years past, of giving the Indians orders upon the traders to the extent of
their annuities, and payable at the next regular ·payment, h as received some
consideration during the past year, and, on the whole, it was deemed advisable
to direct its discontinuance. It is not to be denied that, in some cases, the Indians may have profited by it, but until some better safeguards against collusion
and imposition are ~rovided than now exist, it was not deemed proper to continue it.
·
The fund. provided some years since, to be used when necessary for rescuing
and providing for captives taken from their homes or from emigrant companies
by Inrlians, is exhausted, and there are just demands upon it which cannot be
met. Under arrangements made with the Kiowas and Comanches in 1865, quite
a number of captives taken from T exas by outlying bands of those tribes were
sought out and brought in to the frqntier, and some ten qr twelve women and
children of this character remained at the K aw agency, in Kansas, fi:om last
winter until August, awaiting measures te be taken to return them to their
homes, a long and expensive journey, which the department bad not the mean s
to provide for. Such cases occur every year, and humanity towards our race
demand . . prompt action in their behalf~ and reasonable rewards to those who
rescue them.
It wa recommended last year that a moderate appropriation be asked for, to
be u eel at the di"'cretion of thi office in procuring memorials of the various Indian tribe , whether portraits of leading men, implements of industry or warfat·e,
. p ~im.e~ of apparel, &c. '.rhis :ecommendation is respectfully renewed. By
It JUdiCIOU~ u e a valuable collectwn of memorials of a race which is fast fading
away may be secured at small expense.
'?me ~ettled .policy hould be adopted in regard to depredation claims against.
I nchaus m particular cases. The law in force requires. that where Indians are
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"in amity" with the United States, a certain course shall be taken to present
the claim to them for allowance, to be paid from their annuities if allowed, and
if the tribe has annuities regularly due. 'rhe rule of the department has heretofore been that only cask annuities could be thus used, funds appropriated for
the purchase of goods not being held liable to be diverted for payment of claims
against Indians. Of late the almost universal policy employed in our Indian
treaties is to stipulate for no money annuities, but to make all payments in
useful goods, or use certain amounts for beneficial purposes, thus leaving no Indian revenue subject to diversion in payment of claims against them. Another
difficulty occurs which has been made the sn~ject of a special report to the department in connexion with certain claims.. 'rhe theory of the existing law is,
that where a tribe is in "amity" with the government, and any of its individuals
commit depredations, the tribe can have the opportunity of compelling its delinquent member to make restitution, or, upon the facts of the outrage being made
apparent, of consenting to restitution from the common means of the tribe. But
where peaceable relations are interrupted, from whatev.er cause, with a whole
tribe, as was the case with the Arapahoes and Cheyennes in 1864, it is impracticable to present the claim to them for allcwance, and they cannot be properly
said to be "in amity with the United States," being in fact at war with the
government. Yet it is contended that, until by solemn act of Congress their
treaties are declared abrogated and their annuities forfeited, as was the case with
the Sioux of Minnesota, snch tribes must be held a,s still, technically, ''in amity"
with the gnvernmeut. A decision of these points, and if deemed necessary,
some special enactment of law applicaLle to the case, would relieve this office and
the d~partment of some embarrassment in cases of claims frequently presented.
CtJ;tain very important questions relating to taxation of Indian landa have
become prominent during the past year from circumstances partly arising from
the desire of the Kansas tribes to treat with the ·government in reference to removal to the Indian country, and partly from the fact that many Indians who
have received lands in severalty have found those lands sold from their possession at tax salea. Appeals were made in several cases to the courts of Kansas,
but those courts sustained the right of the State to tax lands which had been
patented to Indians, whether they had become citizens or not. In the belief
that it was not just, ar1d not intended by the government, as it was certainly
not understood by the Indians when making their treaties, that the mere fact of
their accepting lands in severalty should per se break up their tri.bal relations ·
and render them subject to the obligations of citizens, measures have been taken
to appeal some of these cases to the Supreme Uourt of the United States, and it
is expected that they will be reached at the next term of that court. A recent
report from Superintendent Murphy shows that the aggregate amount of the taxes
upon Shawnee lands is over $60,000.
A point of great importance will be ineidentally decided when these cases are
reached, since it is claimed that if the final decision is in favor of the right to
tax these Indians, they then become, by virtue of the civil rights bill of last session, citizens of the United States, and thus not capable of taking part in any
treaties to be hereafter made with their people; and as it is very desirable to
effect treaty arrangements with some of the tribes of Kansas at an early day,
the decision is looked for with much interest. Correspondence showing. the state
of this question will be found among the accompanying papers.
'l'he expenses of the Indian service have been largely and unexpectedly increased during the year, beyond the amount estimated. by its being compelled
to provide for the subsistence of many thousands of suffering people in the "In- .'
dian country," and for the purchase of a large amount of provisions for supplying Indians to be treated with by the northwestern commissions. and for the
transportation of those supplles to their destination. Until about the time when
the commissioners should have been on the way to meet their appointment with
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the Indians, it bad been understood that the War Department would, as it w·as
supposed that by its established facilities it .best could, furnish the supplies and
transportation referred to ; but that department .at a late day .declined to do so,
and this office was obliged to obtain estimates from Major. General Curtis and
other gentlemen whose judgment could be relied upon, and secure a special appropriation f1:om Congress. I deem it proper to state this fact, in justice to this
office and to the department, which has advised and directed in all the steps
taken in this matter, but do not wish to be understood as casting any reflections
upon the War Department, which doubtless hfld good reasons for its course. It
gives me great pleasure to state that, for the most part, indeed almost without exception, the relations between tbe civil and military officers upon the frontier, necessarily thrown into .connexion in Indian matters during the year, have ·been
of the most cordial chaTacter, and that olir superintendents i.m d agents have had
frequent occasions to express their thanks to military commanders for prompt
and efficient assistance. It is very desirable, however, that the e~tent to which
military officers are bound to render such assistance should be more clearly de- .
fined; for in some cases officers hesitate to assume the responsibility of affording
it; while, as to others, the existing laws only go so far as to indicate that the military may rende1· aid by direction of the President, an appeal to whom would
be in vain for cases of pressing and immediate need, on account of the time neceP.sarily occupied in the correspondence.
'rhe large amount of back pay and bounty due to Indian soldiers enlisted in
the United States army, and to the heirs of those who have deceased, has rendered it necessary to adopt some rules and regulations by which those f'unda
could reach, with certainty, the persons entitled to them, and it is thought that .
the present .arrangements are sufficient for the purpose. At one time within the
year a special agent of the department conveyed to the Cherokee .country and
paid to the c1~1mants some $9,fi00, awarded through the proper department,
giving much needed relief to many suffering Indians. Additional bonds have
been required of the agents,. and they have been constituted guardians of the
minor heirs of deceased Indian soldiers, and instructed as to receiving and using
the funds received in their behalf to the best advantage of those interested.
Special efforts have been made for the improvement of our Indian schools,
and by correspondence with the various superinteD,dents and agents, and special
investigations in numerous cases, this office has sought to learn the precise condition of the schools, and ibus to arrive at just conclusions as to what is necessary for thei'r improvement. Particularly bas this been the case as to the schools
in Kansas anu Nebraska, the most accessible of all; but the more distant agencies have not been forg0tten, and snch action as has been taken will be rnc~n
tioned under the proper beads in the subsequent part of this report. An earnest
endeavor bas been made to awaken or revive the interest of officers and teach- .
ers in the work of educating the children of the Indians, as the only means of
saving any considerable portion of the race from the life and death of heathen.
That the labor of reclaiming the American Indian is more difficult than that relating to any other race, is the universal testimony of those who have devoted
them elves mo t eaPnestly to it; and the reasons for this state of things do not
alone inhere in the nature of the Indians, but arise to a great extent from the
character of the whites with whom they are brought into contact upon the frontier, who are too often unprincipled aud reckless, devo id of shamr>, looking upon
an Indian as a fair object of plunder, at~d disgracing their race and color. l tis
only to be wondered at that so much good has been accomplished, and there are
many cases of great encouragement to the sincere philanthropist and Christian.
It has been the endeavor of this office to aid in this good work, and much bas
already been accomplished, and the way opened for stiil further progress in the
right direction.
.
An examination into the merits of the German Kindergarten system, which
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has recently been iutroduced into this country, has led to the belief that its use
in some of our Indian schools would be advantageous, and accordingly the
necessary books of instruction and practice in the system were procured, and
have recently been placc;:ld in the hands of several teachers. The system is particularly adapted to attract to and retain in the schools the younger children,
and great hopes of its success are entertained. ·
Many of the schools are found to be lacking in the proper supply of books,
charts, and other modern helps and objects of attraction, and measures will be
taken to supply the deficiency as far as the means of this office will allow. Beyond the regular appropriation under treaty stipulations with various tribes,
whatever expenses of education accrue must be paid from the limited fund of
$1 0,000, placed at the disposal of the department, and a very careful economy is
necessary. Under the admirable provisions of the Osage treaty, elsewhere mentioned, this fund will before long be much increased.
It is gratifying to be able to state that the complaints heretofore justly made
on account of irregularity and tardiness in the shipment of annuity goods across
the plains have had no foundation during the present year. A competent and
active special agent upon the frontier has thoroughly managed this business ;
and the good result is manifest in the fact that we have already been notified
of the arrival of some of the goods at their destination in ample time for distribution to the Indians, so that they can depart comfortably equipped for their fall
and winter hunt. This is a matter of great importance in preserving peace
among the roving tribl'13.
rrhe examination of the annual reports and statistical tables discloses the
gratifying fact that the Indiant3 of many tribes are improving in their attention
to agriculture, aud that their efforts during the past year h~ve generally been
crowned with success. In some of the agencies the average of annual products
of labor and of individual wealth will compare favorably with frontier settlements
of the whites. It is manifest that misapprehensiont3 exist iu the minds of some
of the agents as to tlte proper method of making up the tables of statistics, so
that we do not yet attain to the full means of comparison as to the progress of
the Indians from year to year; and it is in contemplation to prepare rules and
and regulations for the preparation of these tables, so that they may be thoroughly reliable.
Considerable improvement is shown in the regularity of monthly reports by
superintendents and agents; and this office is thus able to present an abstract of
matters of interest occurring in some districts whence no annual reports have
been received, but there is still a lamentabl~ want of promptness in forwarding
the annual summary, which is requirea to be here by the 1st of October. At
that date, this year, but one or two out of the whole number of reports had been
received.
·
I beg leave to renew, in the most earnest manner, the recommendations of my
last report in relation to a reorganization of the working force of this bureau.
The reasons which impelled me to those recommendations last year have con·
tinuE'd and increased in force, as the buf:liness of every kind has largely increased . .
A bill designed to accomplish this necessary reform was prepared, and passed
the Senate almost without opposition, but failed to be reached in the House of
Representatives. I regard it as almost indispensably necessary to the proper
conduct and management of the business of the bureau.
It is also very desirable that, at the earliest practicable day, provision be made
by Congress for the reorganization, to some extent, of the superintendencies and
agencies in accordance with the provisions of a bill which is pending in Congress, and which seemed so sure to pass that the annual appropriation act supplies the funds for paying the officers therein provided for. Perhaps some slight
changes or additions may now be found necessary, and, if so 1 they may be specially reported·to you in time for action by Congress.
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Upon the question 0f compensation, I have no hesitation in repeating the
recommendations of the last report of this office, and being about to retire from
the position which I hold, I can do so without incurring the imputation of any
selfish motive.
The Commissioner of Indian .Affairs who does his duty faithfully earns a
compensation not inferior to that provided for any bureau under the government; the Indian service suffers constant loss and discredit from the impossibility in many cases of obtaining the right kind of men to accept its places at the
present meagre compensation ; and the various employes npon the office-work
of the bureau, are the worst · paid men under the g·overnment. I believe that
this government can well afford to pay its responsible employes a fair day's
wages for a fair days work, and that it is true economy to pay them a living
compensation in the ratio of their labors and responsibilities.
In closing this portion of my second annual report, I take pleasure in
acknowledging my obligations to the clerical force of this bureau, and especially
to the chief clerk and the heads of divisions, for their faithful attention to their
duties, and the unflagging industry, often beyond regular office hours, by which
alone we have been able to accomplish so much, with no increase of our regular
number, in a year in which, iu correspondence, careful and studied reports
requiring great research through files of many years, and in general business,
the amount of labor has been nearly, or quite double that of any previous year.
I proceed to a more . particular notice of the several superintendencies and
agencies, referring for details to the accompanying documents :
WASHINGTON.

The annual report from this superintendency, one of the most important of
those in charge of this office, not having arrived, I am unable to do more than
refer briefly to such matters of imp0rtance as have been presented for attention
in the current correspondence of the year.
The tribes and bands of Washington Territory are very numerous, and are
grouped together in a s·eries of treaties. made by governor Stevens in 1854-'55,
reservations being provided for them in the central and northwestern part of the
T erritory; many small bands, however, whose lands had, for the most part
already been taken possession ~f by whites, in the southwest, between the
Columbia river and the ocean, were not treated with; nor were there any arrangements made with the tribes in the northeast, near the British line.
With the exception of the .Y akamas, whose res!3rvation is east of the mountains, and who have improved rapidly under the charge of a faithful agent, and
employes who make it a matter of conscience to set a good example before the
Indians, there is not much of encouragement thus far in the attempt to civilize
the tribes of this Territory. Living along the shores of the bays and inlets
which make a large portion of the superficial area of the northwestern extreme
of the Union, they have been able to procure a livelihood, sometimes scanty,
but usually sufficient for their simple wants, .by fishing and hunting; and some
. of them are very expert fishermen, going some distance out to sea in pureuit of
the whale and other fish, from which they obtain considerable quantities of oil
for sale. Last year it was proposed to encourage in this trade, the tribe whose
reservation is near Cape Flattery, by procuring for their use a small vessel,
but we are not advised as to the result. The presence of United States troops
at various posts established in that region has aided very materially in preserving
qui et among the tribes, and it is feared that the general reduction of the force
and abandonment of several posts will result tn serious damage to the Indian
ervice. A very small garrison, under an efficient commander, will suffice to
keep the peace i but if hostilities are once commenced, a small army may find
its efforts in vain, since the Indians will not risk a battle, but carry on desultory
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operations. The military officers of the district have cordially seconded all the
efforts of the superintendent to maintain good order .and discipline. One expedition, of which we have received full advices, resulted in the arrest of a number
of Indians who had for several years been notorious for committing outrages
upon whites or friendly Indians, and they were, at last accounts, still held in
custody by the military authorities, awaiting trial. The s~1perintendent does not
doubt that they can be proved guilty and punished; but thinks it hard to inflict
the utmost rig-or of the law upon Indians, while no white man is ever convicted
and punished for criminal conduct towards tke.m.
Aside from the Yakama agency above referred .to, and, to some extent, the
Tulalip agency, educational matters are in a low state among the Washington
Indians, and the generally liberal provisions of their treaties have thus far proved
of little advantage to them. The teachers of the Yakamas, and reverend Mr.
Chirouse at the Tulalip agency, have sncceeded, especially the former, in establishing the fact that some of these Indians can be brought to appreciate the
advantages which education confers upon them, and to attend the schools with
regularity and interest. It does not appear that there is any such radical difference between these tribes and the others as to p'r event us from expecting a
like result from equally judicious efforts with the latter. A strong desire has
been expressed by the Tulalip teacher for the appropriation of sufficient funds
to enable him to open a girl's boarding school, where many orphan children,
now held in a disgraceful state of slavery among the Indians, may be cared for
and taught, and an estimate for the purpose was transmitted to Congress at its
last session, but without result. The legislature of the 'Territory made a special
recommendation upon this su~ject, and this office would take pleasure in responding to their wishl:ls if the means should be placed in its hands. Books for
the introduction of the Kindergarten system have been sent to the two schools
above referred to, and to the one at N eah bay for the Makahs.
OREGON.

The annual report of 'superintendent Huntington, and the reports of the several' agents, furnish full information of the condition of the Indian service in that
quarter.
· The Siletz and Alsea agencies have charge of the Indians of the coast, with
whom a treaty was made by Superintendent Palmer in 1855, but which, for
some reason, failed of ratification by the Senate, though most of the other treaties of that year with the Oregon Indians were ratified. By the provisions of
that treaty, the Indians ceded nearly all the land lying between the Coast
Range of mountains and the ocean, save a reservation set apart for their resi-dence; and they immediately retired to the proposed reservation, in full faith that
the government would carry into operation th~ stipulations of the treaty. But
this has not been the case, and ten years have elapsed, dnring which the Indians have awaited the action of the government, being aided meanwhile by means
of the general fund appropdated for the service in Oregon. 'J.1hey have profited
by the teaching afforded them, and have labored with much energy in cultivating the soil an~ earning their own subsistence, much troubled, meanwhile, lest
they might at some time, because of the uncertain tenure by which they hold
their lands, be driven from their homes. That which they feared has, to some
extent, happened during the past year, a portion of their reservation, hitherto
reserved from sa1e, under orders of the department, having been thrown into
market and opened for settlement.
.
·
This office having reported fully npon the subject when it was under discussion last spring, I do not desire to reopen it, but allude to it now only to state
my full concurrence in the view taken by the superintendent as to the duty of
the government to enter at once upon a policy which shall vindicate its good
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fahh, by securing, under treaty stipulations, a 'home for these tribes. The
measures recommended by the superintendent will result in concentrating the
Indians upon one agency north of the Yaquina bay, and that part of the reservation thrown into market will, it .is thought, pay the whole expenses of the pro.;
posed arrangement.
During the year a supplementary treaty has been made with the tribes of the
Warm Spring~ agency, by which, fqr a small consideration, they yield the right
heretofore reserved to leave the reservation for the purpose of fishing-a right,
the . exercise of which has been a fruitful source of trouble, leading to great
. ··demoralization among them. They can now be kept upon their reservation
and more easily restrained.
rrhe accounts from the Umatilla reservation, in the northeastern part of the
.State, continue favorable.
The superintendent alludes to the action of the department during the year,
in directing that permission should be given for the opening of a wagon road
through the· reservation. rrhis office reported against the movement, on the ·
ground that such a thoroughfare must, by bringing many whites into communication with the Indians, result in their demoralization; but the interests of the
public, desiring a short route from the Columbia river to the gold mip.es of
Idaho, were urged by the Oregon delegation in Congress as outweighing those
{)f the Indians, and the road was authorized. It is gratifying to learn that the
road has been so laid out as not to interfere seriously with the Indians; but the
superintendent has felt it to be his duty to forbid the opening of a county road,
which was intended to be laid out so ~s to pass through the Indian farms.
Good results are anticipated from the opening of the new Klamath Lake
reservation, and the concentration thereon of the Klamaths, Modocs, and Yahooskin Snakes. A good beginning has been made ·here under the charge of
Agent Applegate, and the Indians are found to labor with great willingness and
energy. Superintendent Huntington does not think that the W ollpahpee
Snakes, who were also intended to be placed upon this reservation, have joined
the hostile bands, but supposes that they have only returned to their old countt;y in the interior of Oregon, and may be induced to come to the reservation
when they learn that their treat.y is ratified.
.
The allotment of land in severalty to such of the · Indians of this superintendency as are prepared to settle down permanently to the cultivation of the
soil, would be of great benefit to them, and in that opinion this office fully concurs. Estimates have been submitted for making the nece·ssary surveys upon
the Umatilla reservation, and others will be prepared and .forwarded in time
for action by Congress.
·
The superintendent makes special allusion to the fact that under recent orders for withdrawing the United States troops from many of the posts, the reservations are left wholly without protection or the means of enforcing discipline. He r~fers particularly to the Uoast Range reservation, where there are
4,000 Indians now left without a single soldier to aid the agents; and to the
Warm Spring reservation, which bas been for several years subject to attacks
by the hostile Snake Indians, being also left without any protection. I recommend an earnest representation of the necessities of the case to the War Department, in order that a few small garrisons may be left at proper places near the
exposed points.
Besides the Indians upon reservations in Orrgon, there are many others,
some not treated with because they will not consent to treat, as the Snakes of
the southeast, whose band is against every man, and every man's band against
them, and upon whom a desultory but costly warfare is being made by small
parties of United States troops; and some who have been so weak that it was
_probably considered useless to attempt to provide for them. These latter live
in the northwest, between the Columbia river and the ocean, and are similar in
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he tribes in Washington Territory, immediately north of th m.
. ded and debauched. The superintendent estimates them

~b:~~~eiJ:';;";,b:~.':nd ihinks that the su~ of $2,000 coul~ be well ex/:end~;l
· i · · them u on a reservation, and trymg to do somethmg for thmr ene ·

m fna~~n~rd to ed~cation, the remarks of previous reports. are repe~ted in favor
g 1·n manual labor schools, as the only ones whiCh prom1se any pcrf
0 encourag g
.
wh o atten d t he d ay sch oo1s, and re. _
manent g•>od to the Indians; · the ch1ldr~n
turn to their families in the interval, losmg nearly all the benefits of the m
fll
struction given them.
h U
r:L'here are five schools in the superintendency, one each upon t e rna I a,
Warm Springs, and Siletz reservations, and two at Gr~nd Ronde. That at
Siletz and one of those upon the Grand Ronde reservat1?n are manual labor
schools, and, under faithful and competent teachers, are domg goo~. ~he. U matilla school has latterly been placed under charge_ of a Catholic m1s 10nary
teacher, and promises well; the Indians, w~o ~ave m .P~st years been. unc~ r
the influence of missionaries of that denommatwn, rece1vmg the teachers With
great pleasure. A good manual labor school at this point would doubtless meet
with abundant success.

CALIFORNIA.
The annual reports of Superintendent Maltby, and of most of the agent~ in
charge of reservations in that State, are received, and present a very. full .vww
of matters relating to the Indian service during the past year. Vanous mteresting suggestions and recommendations will be found in these reports.
The reservations at present recognized in California are Round Valley, in the
DQrtheast; Hoopa Valley, in the northwest; Smith River, south of the latter,
and near the coast; and Tule River, in the interior, in the southern part of the
State.
·
The act of Congress for reorganizing the Indian service in this State authorjzes four reservations and agents, but only three have been appointed under
regular commissions, to wit, those having charge at Smith river, Hoopa valley, and Round valley. Movements have been made by the California delegation in Congress to effect a consolidation of some of these agencies, and the
policy heretofore pursued at Smith river and Tule river, of leasing land:-; of
private parties for reservations, has received some attention. A careful report
from this office, upon the subject of the California reservations, was made during _the present year, and is placed among the accompanying documents for con.
vemence of reft>rence.
While it is certain that the practice of leasing private lands is one which
shou~d not be followed, it is not so clear that the service can well be carried
on With less than four reservations, while there have been cogent reasons pres~nted for a fifth. Round valley appears to have the preference of the delegat.wn for t~le n~rthernmost reserve. The government has just paid a large t3Um
for secunng tit!e to the improvements of settlers iu Hoopa valley, but if it
~hall be determmed to concentrate the Indians in Round valley, the lands and
1
~prover_nents. would doubtless sell for much more than the amount expend d.
"'he Sfmhlth River agency could, perhaps, with advantage, be consolidated with
on~ ,o. t e above-named agencies.
that the Tule River a~ency
be made permanent ,
an dllnh
t satoffi1cedhas recommended
a· . .
v
·r, th
~n s a JSommg the present leased farm be set apart by government
or e purpose.
orne arrangement in behalf of the Mission Indians in the
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~ di tribution of seeds and agricultural implementEt.

The superintendent has
al o expressed the opinion that it may be necessary to concentrate upon a
r ervation the Chemihuives and otl1er bands in the eastern part of the State,
near the Arizona line, who have recently made much trouble.
•
] rom the Hoopa Valley agency we have been advised, from time to time,
of the good order prevailing thereon, and the willingness with which the Indian have labored, planting a large l:>readth of land, from which an abundant
crop was expected. The payment by government of the appraised value of
the improvement of settlers upon this reservation, authorized by act of Congre s, and effected this year, will quiet some apprehensions of trouble, and
place the agency in quiet possession of valuable lands, buildings, &c. Agent
Fairfield reports the number of Indians at Round valley at 1,063, viz: Wylakies and Pitt Rivers, 361; Eel Rivers, 26; Pitt Rivers, 196; Cow-Cow, 238;
Yucas, 242. The Indians from :Mendocino were to have been removed to this
re ervaticn, (that location having been abandoned in accordance with previous
arrangements,) but the agent reports that most of them thus far remain at the
old place. The Indians at Round valley are represented as peaceable and
ob dient, healthy, and successful in their farming operations, producing much
mor food than is necessary for their use. .
The report from this office, above referred to, and which is before Congress,
contemplates the enlargement of this reservation so as to include all of the adjacent lands to the mountains, thus forming an ample reserve for all the Indians likely to be concentrated under the charge of government in the pursuits
of agriculture in 'the northern part of the State. Their surplus, but for the
i olated position of the reservation, could be disposed of to great advantage,
and the income used in the purchase of clothing, in which the Indians are deficient. The estimated crop of this year was some 22,000 bushels grain and
3,000 bushels potatoes, besides 30 acres of vegetables.
Special Agent Hoffman, in charge ;1t Tule river, reported in April, and
again in June, as to agricultural operations at that place, which had been very
successful, the harvest yielding over 11,000 bushels of grain, besiGles other
produce to a large amount.
Upon the Smith River reserve (a leased farm) there were, early in the year,
about 900 Indians, though it is not understood that all of these were located
upon the farm, but living in the immediate neighborhood, and in charge of the
agent. In the winter it was necessary to issue rations to them for a short
time, but by the April report it was stated that thej would have enough remaining of last year's crop to subsist them until tbe new one could be realized.
The Indians, generally, were quiet and obedient, but an unfortunate occurrence in April, resulting in the death of tw.o Indians at the hands of. another,
and the action of the agent thereupon, interrupted this favorabl e condition
of affairs. The Indian accused, and doubtless guilty, was arrested by order
of the agent, and the facts reported to the superintendent for instructions.
Without waiting for those instructions, however~ the agent, Mr. Bryson, 'took
the responsibility of summarily hanging the Indian, which fact being reported
to this office, resulted in his dismiesal.
In educational matters there has beAn no progress in this superintendency,
and there is not an Indian school in the State. Occasionally some religious
society appears to awake to the fact that there are nearly 35,000 heathens in
California, at their very doors, and makes inquiry upon the subject; but, with
the reply of this office, that it will gladly aid, to the extent of the means furnished by Congress, in the establishment of schools for the Indians, the matter has ended. It is not creditable to the humanity of the government that
this condition of affairs should continue, and the superintendent has been directed to prepare and report an estimate of the amount of funds necessary for
establishing a good school upon each of the four reservations recognized. r.rhe
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amount reported, $11,300, is very moderate, and it is con:fid~ntly expected
that Congress will furnish the department with the means to remove this reproach. It also ·appears probable that, with a small outlay, the schools among
the Catholic Mission Indians may be revived and put into successful operation
'
·
again.
The supE>rintendent recommends that in case it shall be determined to remove
the Indians from Smith river to Round valley, a special appropriation of $5,000
be made for the purpose, and that measures may be taken to place in market
the reservations at N orne Lackee and Mendocino, with the improvements at the
latter place and at Smith river.
.
Considering the number of Indians still in California, the general quiet prevailing, and the incalculable wealth which has accrued to the nation from the
lands taken from these Indians by sheer force and without any permanent
stipulations for their relief or improvement, the amount of money annually expended for their benefit is very small, and a reasonable increase is confidently
expected whenever the subject shall be fairly laid before Congress.
ARIZONA.

Although we have as yet no annual report from the superintendent of Arizona,
the mails being very irregular and long in transmission, yet, as the monthly
reports have been promptly forwarded, we are able to present a fair view of the
condition of Indian affairs therein. .~be officers in charge have shown great
interest in the work, and appear to have labored faithfully for the benefit of the
Indians, and their valuable suggestions have been from time to time laid before
the department· and transmitted to Congress. It was hoped that the meagre
appropriation hitherto made for Arizona would be so far increased that some of
tbe plans suggested and approved for the improvement of the Indians might be
carried into effect, especially because the Indians themselves were well disposed
to avail themselves of the benefits proposed; but these hopes were disappointed.
There is no superintendency where a reasonable appropriation judiciously expended will confer a lasting benefit upon more Indians-there are nearly 40,000
of them-and relieve more whites of apprehended trouble, than in Arizona.
Plans to colonize the tribes known as the river Indians, the Yavapais, Hualapais, &c., upon a reservation on the Colorado river set apart for them by Congress two years ago, have been considered and presented to the department, but
for want . of necessary funds, nothing of a permanent character has been done.
Nevertheless, the superintendent and Agent Feudge, who was more directly in
charge of the enterprise, succeeded in inducing a considerable number of the
Mobaves, and of the tribes above named, to commence planting. By the August .
report it appeared that these tribes, many of the members of which had been
disposed to hostility, were peacefully at work, and that for the :first time in
months trains were moving between the river and Prescott, the capital of the
Territory, without interruption. The first crops planted by the Indians were
swept away by a flood in the river, and another rise bad also occurred, the effect
being to so far saturate the ground as to assure the Indians of a successful crop.
Much trouble has been encountered with the Chemihuives, who are represented
as being at war with most of the other tribes. They reside for the most part
in California, and some attempts have been made at a conference with the superintendent for California, in order to devise and unite in recommending measures
for quieting this tribe.
In regard to the Moquis, the interesting village Indians living in the riortheastem part of Arizona, near the borders of New Mexico, and very similar in
character to the Pueblos of that Territory, but little is known in addition to that
presented in former reports. They are, however, peaceable and self-sustaining,
costing the government nothing except in cases of extreme necessity resulting
from failure of Crops.
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In regard to the Papagos, Pimos, and Maricopas, in the southeast, we have'
full advices through the interesting report of Dr. Lord, who was left in charge
of the agency by Special Agent Davidson, early in the year. Dr. Lord was
willing to accept the permanent charge of these tribes, and his services would
have been valuable to the government, but previous to the receipt of his report
Captain L. Ruggles had been appointed agent, and had proceeded hence to his
destination. 'fhe accounts given of the Indians of this agency are very favor.:
able, especially as to the Pimos and Maricopas, who are an agricultural and
manufacturing people, industrious and self-sustaining, and need little from government for their physical welfare exc~pt a small supply of wagons or carts,
and improved agricult;ural implements. They desire and need schools, and it is
to be hoped that Congress will provide a sufficient fund foi· the service in the
Territory to enable the department to respond to their wants in this and other
respects.
· The tribes of this agency have each furnished a company of men to the United
States for service against the Apaches. This last-mentioned tribe is always in
hostility. Various rumors have been circulated in the public press in relation
to terrible deeds by their braves, a whole garrison of United States troops at
Fort Goodwin being reported at ono time as being massacred; but there was no
truth in this report, and the troubles with those Indians seem to be grossly
exaggerated in the accounts which reach us. This office is not convinced that
by judicious management the controlling men of the tribe cannot be reached
and pacified. It is an ancient feud, however, between them and the Mexican
population, to which our people have succeeded of right by annexing and settling in the country.
Most of the Pai-Utes who have hitherto been numbered as belonging in Arizona, have, by the change of boundaries setting off to Nevada tbe region lying
north and west of the Colorado river, been transferred to that State.
Should the annual reports of the superintendents and agents arrive in season,
they will be presented in the appendix to this report among the accompanying
documents; and I have placed among those papers an interesting report hom Mr.
H. Ehrenberg, a gentleman familiar with the subject, as to proposed reservations for the Indians. Although not desiring to commit this office to its sugges·
tions and recommendations, yet I deem it of value for reference by Congress,
when, as I hope will be the case early in the ensuing session, that body shall be
disposed to _consider the reasonable demands of this 'rerritory, as relating to the
Indian service therein.
I do not think that the sum of $1.00,000 is an excessive estimate for the Indian service in this Territory, in view of the work to be done, and accordingly
recommend the appropriation of that amount.
NEVADA.

Superintendent Parker's annual report arrived in good season this year to
furnish full information as to the ccmdition of matters in Nevada, although he
has labored under various disadvantages in performing the duties of his office,
owing to the fact that the superintendency had been vacant for a considerable
time previous to his assuming the position, and no records or papers were on file
sufficient to advise him of what had been done.
Both Superintendent Parker and Agent Campbell have kept this office well
advised, through their monthly reports, of events occurring within their jurisdiction ; and it ismatter for great regret that the means at the disposal of the
department for Nevada have been so small that it bas been impracticable to
carry into effect various good suggestions for the benefit of the Indians.
From the superintendent's annual report we obtain the following facts and
suggestions in reference to the tribes of Nevada : The ~a~;macks, numbering
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about 1,500 in Nevada, so far as any location of their bands can be defined,
range over a wide district north of latitude 41° north, and extending into
ea~tern regon and Idaho. They had until late years been able to subsist themselves without much difficulty upon the game, fish, nuts and roots of the country; Lut their means of living have been much restricted since the establishment
of routes of travel in various directions through their country, and by the settlements in some of the few localities really fertile and suitable for agriculture.
Many of the Indians have been driven to hostilities, and forts have been erected
in their country, and military expeditions engaged in hunting down their parties. Still many other bands of the same people have been peaceable throughout.
The Shoshonees, part of the great nati(ln which, under various names and sometimes associated with the Bannacks, extend their range into Utah and Idaho,
are supposed to number about 2,500 in Nevada, occupying the northeastern pa1·t
of the State.
Along the overland route they have become accustomed to the wh'ites; many
of them have learned the EngliE~h language, and show some disposition to labor
for a living. These Indians have usuall) received an annual supply of blankets and other necessaries at Ruby valley; but the goods last forwarded arrived so late that the superintendent determined to hold them over till this fall,
when they will be very welcome. The more southern portion of these Indians
near< ·r the centre of the State are in a very deetitute condition. Late exploring
expeditions-a narrative of one of which by the Superintendent of Pn.blic Instruction, Rev. Mr. \iVhite, accompauies the report-:;how that for the most part
the country occupied by them is a barren de. ert, unfit for the habitation of man,
and the lndi'ins are in many cases in a starving condition. By the report before us it is evident that Superintendent Parker thinks the Indians reoident in
the Pahranagat mining country, in 'southeastern Nevada, (a part of the country
recently taken from Utah and annexed to Nevada,) are Shoshonees, but it is probable, from other sources of information, that they are PaiUtes, a different people from the Pi- Utes hereafter rel'errcd to. 'l'he superintendent recommends that
a re:::;ervatiou be set apa1;t for these Indians of the southeast, whatever be their
proper name, somewhere in the Pahranagat valley ..
'l'emporary provision has been made for them by the appointment of Mr. J.
M. Guthrie as' a special agent, the intention being to supply them from Utah
with a moderate supply of goods and provisions, ana thus prevent any disposition to make trouble with the miners. They properly belong to Nevada, but,
so far as at present ad vised, the question. of transportation and faciliLy of mail
communication will fl)r some time make the existing arrangement the best.
'l'he Pi- Utes a1e noticed as belonging in the western and southwestf\rn part of
the State, the portion in which the mining settlements abound, and the account
given of them is very favorable. Numbering some 4,200, they are represented
as having derived real benefit from their connexion with the whites; No explanation is gi,·en of this singular anomaly in Indian history, and no reason why this
tribe should differ so greatly from the others around them ; but it is nevertheless
said to be a fact, that the P.i- Utes are willing to l&.bor, and earn a fair living by
labor among the whites; that they refuse to use intoxicating drinks, that they
are docile and anxious to learn, anrl that they are chaste. With eucha character,
as might be expected, the t1•ibe is increasing in numbers, and if Congress
will but appropriate a reasonable amount of funds for the service in Nevada,
we may reasonably expect to make something of these Indians.
The Washoes, about 500 in number, living in the extreme west, are quite
the reverse of the last-mentioned tribe in everything but their peaceable behavior, and are represented as rapidly. diminishing in numbers from the effects of
hard drinking a11d other -vices.
'l'here are three reservations in Nevada, in the Pi-Ute country, one including
Pyramid lake, another Walker lake, and a third set apart for timber for the fir.:;t-
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named reserve. In regard to this timber reserve, the superintendent says that
it includes about 20,000 acres of fine timber, and that the Pacific railroad "will
claim the alternate sections," a claim of doubtful validity; but .it is alleged
that it is found very difficult to protect this timber, and the suggestion is made
that it be sold, and the proceeds nsed for the Indians of the State ; and this
course is recommended. A beginning has been made in cultivating the soil upon
these reservations, and with some success; but as agricultural operations in
Nevada require irrigation for their permanent success, nothing can be done which
shall tend to concentrate these Indian.s to the pursuit of self-sustaining industry
until the means are provided for the purpose.
.
.
.Agent Campbell iu his annual report makes such an estimate, and it is hoped
that Congress will take the subject into consideration. While Nevada is by
her rich mines pouring immense wealt~ into the lap of the nation, the li1dian
occupants of the country have never been treated with, and have 'no permanent
provision made for their benefit; .while the annual appropriations for the service
in that State are less than is anuually expended for many small tribes in the
ea t.
In the month of June Agent Campbell reported the arrival of some one hundred and twenty Indians at l!...,ort Churchill, in the northern part ofN evada, mostly
Bannacks and Pai-Utes, destitute and suffering. '.rhey had been hostile, but
voluntarily surrendered, and were sent to the 'l'ruckee River or Pyramid Lake
reservation, and set at work at raising a supply of vegetables for them::;elves.
Early in the year, certain whites repaired to the last-named reservation, and
commenced settlements there. Upon their being notified by the superintendent
to leave, and their refusal to obey the order, a small detachment of soldiers accompanied the superintendent to the reseryation, and the intruders were compelled to leave it; since which no further difficulty of the kind has occurred.
'l,hcre is a very encouraging field for the education and christianizing of
these Indians open, especially in the case of the Pi-Utes; aud upon the request
of this office the ;mperiutendent furnished an estimate of the amount of funds
necessary for establishing a manual labor school, ·a nd supporting it for one year,
which amount is stated at $11,500. · This estimate, I think, was transmitted
to Congress by your predecessor, but no action was taken thereon at · the last
se~siou. It is hoped that, early action upon this recommendation will enable
th1s office to put the school in operation during the coming year. Believing
that, including the establishment of this school, the sum 9f $60,000 can be judiciously expended for the permaneni benefit of those Indians during the next
year, that sum is recommended for Nevada.

UTAH.
The annual reports from this superintendency having anived at a late hour,
I have beeu unable to give them such full notice as io desirable. Mr. Head,
who succeeded Mr. Irish as superintendent early last spring, has performed his
duties to the satisfaction of this office, and his report contains much interesting
matter.
'£he arrangements for concentrating the Utah Indians upon the Uintah Valley reservation, in the northeastern part of the Territory, have been pushed
forward this year with considerable energy under the direction of the superintendent, and the immediate charge of Mr. Carter, who relieved Agent Kinney
in the early su~mer; and there was a prospect of a fair crop upon the re:3ervation. At one t1me the bands at this location threatened an outbreak of hostilities; but by a . , peedy visit to them, in the journey to accomplish which the
party suffered gr at hardships in crossing the mountains, the Indians were
qweted, re tored t~e property which they had seized, and prorni::H~d obedience.
In accordance With the acts of Congress providing for the appraisal and s~le

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

31

of the several reservations in Utah heretofore set apa.rt, with their improvements,
ovcrnor Durkee and uperintendent Head were appointed appraisers, and ·
have made their report, which has been transmitted to the department. The ·
avail of the sale of these reservations are by law to be devoted to the Indian
service in Utah, and they are needed for the purpose of providing for various
improvements upon the Uintah Valley reservation.
E9rly in the spring advices were received that Black Hawk, an influential
·chief of the San Pitch band of Utahs, had taken the field with an active band
of follow ers, and had killed many of the settlers and driven off a large amount
of valuable stock. lit t~1e conflicts which ensued some forty of the Indians
were killed, but the chief was joined by wild spirits and outlaws from various
bands, and thus recruited, renewed his raids upon the settlers.
The Pai-Utes, referred to in the last a.nnual report, as living in southwestern
Utah, and formerly in charge o.f Special Agent Sale, now belong properly in
Nevada, but, as has been stated under the head of the last-named superintendency, this special agency, ~ow in charge of Mr. Guthrie, reports to the superintendent for Utah.
By the annual report of Agent .Mann, of the Fort Bridger agency, we are
advised of the condition of the eastern band of Shoshones. Old" Washakee,"
. their chief, is a firm fr :end of the whites, and his people behave well.
Silver medals have been sent to Washakee and to "Konosh," head chief of
one of the Utah bands, in recognition of their good service to the whites and
good influence over their own people.
NEW MEXICO.

If we are not able as yet to report the condition of Indian affairs in New
Mexico as an entirely satisfactory one, it is not for lack of knowledge of the
tribes which inhabit different portions of that 'rerritory; the very full and exhaustive report of Mr. J. K. Gr<1ves, who was in New Mexico at the time of the
last annual roport of this office, having been made early in, this year. Its great
length precludes the possibility of inserting it in full among the accompanying
papers, bnt an ab='tract is therein presen.ted, in order that it may be referred to,
if necessary, for an accurate understandmg of the matter, when Congress shall,
as it is hoped may be the case, take up the subject with the purpose of providing such means as may be nece::;s~ry to do justi.ce to. a T.erritory whose loyal
people have suffered, and are suffenng much from Indtan depredations, and who
are knocking loudly at the door of Congress for. relief.
A few wordd may profitably be devoted here to the conclusions reached by
Mr. Graves upon the different points considered in his report. The Bosque Redondo and the Navajoes thereon, he found to be an engrossing theme of discussion among the people, so much so that partie3 were org:mized upon the issue,
,, Bosque" or "anti-Bosque"-that is, whether the Navajoes should or shoulcluot
be kept upon that reservation. Mr. Graves is clearly of the opinion that the
policy of General Carleton ?lis had an e~c~llent effect; that the N avajoed are
doing well upon the reservatiOn; and that 1t 1s best that the government should,
once for all, put an end to the quarrels among the people upon this subject, by ·
deciding that the Indians shall be retained at that reservation, and by providing
the necessary approprialions for taking them into the charge of the civil authorities. As they arc now, there is a divided jurisdiction? the Indians being prisoners of war, and sustained, as to all supplies beyond what they raise themselves, by rations issued by the military authorities; while they also have a
regularly appointed agent, and an annual distribution of supplie& in clothing,
&c., of $ 100,000 appropriated by Congress. Such a state of things should not
continue. Either they should be supported and educated in self.supporting industry by the military alone, or they should be turned over to the civil authorities. 'rhe division of juris~iction makes trouble constantly. Mr. Graves pr.;-
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sents estimates of the amounts necessary for the care of these Indians for one
. year by the civil authorities, and, though small in comparison with the average
cost to the War Department for the past two years, yet they seem very large
in comparison with the amourit authorized by Congress to be expen:led ~or any
of the other tribes under tile care of the government. But there 1s th1s to be
said, that after this large Rxpenditure shall have been made for a single year
the amount annually necessary is expected to decrease in a very rapid ratio.
The Pueblos, as Mr. Graves Etates, and as we are very well prepared to believe from our previous accounts of that ·interesting people, are scarcely to be
considered Indians, and but for their residence upon· specific reservations,
patented to their bands in confirmation of ancient Spanish grants, and their continued tribal organization, they might be considered a part of the ordinary population of thfl country. They need very little help from the government. Occasionally, as has been the case <luring' the last year, on account of unu sual overflow of streams, or for the contrary cause, their crops fail, and theyneed assistance, but generally they provide by their own industry for. their physical
wants. What they do need, and what humanity•d.emands, is assistance, to a
limited extent, in improved agricultural implements, and above all the establishment of chools among them. This want it is hoped that Congress will give
the department the means of supplying.
As to the Utah8, living in the northwestern part of the 'rerritory, the true
policy, as urged by Mr. Graves, is to remove them tQ Colorado, in alliance with
the 'l'abequache Utes, upon a common re8ervation. He thinks that the reservation set apart for the latter band is sufficient for the pn_rpose, and this office conem··· with him in that idea; but it seems doubtful whether the suggestion can
readily be carried into practical effect, for these · Utahs of New Mexico, the
Capote and Wannemuche bands, of the Abiquiu agency, and Mohnache Utes of
the Cimarron agency, are not favorable to such removal. The. form er dislike
the idea (jf giving np their roving life, while the latter have become attached to
the Jicarilla Apaches, and seem inclined to remain and share their lot. If these
Indians are not to be removed, Mr. Graves think~ that their agency should be
established at 'rierra Amal'illa, and that at Abiquiu.dispensed with.
As to the Apaches, four tribes of whom, the Jicarilla, Mimbres, Mescaleros,
and Gila Apaches, have heretofore claimed as their country the eastern half and
southwestern quarter of t.he Territory, Mr. Graves thinks that the reservation
l1erttofore set aparf for the Gila Apaches, h1 the southwest, near the Arizona
line, is sufficient for all of the bands named, and that by proper inducements
held out to them in the way of liberal provisions for their comfort and for tilling the soil to adYantage, they might all be induced to remove to it. No positive opinion upon this point .has been expressed by the present snperintendent,
who succeeded Mr. D elgado last spring; ·but as he has made recommendations
looking towards the selection of a reservation for the Mescalero Apaches in the
eastern part of New Mexico, near l:!...,ort Stanton, it may be presumed that he
deems it impracticable to remove the eastern tribes across the mountains.
The Mescalero Apaches occupy a position of peculiar interest, for some five
hundred of them were upon the Bosque R edondo reservation,' (originally set apart
for them,) and faithfully tilling the sqil, with ample success, when tlte Navajoes
were removed to that place. Being at fend with the Navajoes, and outnumbered
by them, they gradually left the retlervation, until, at· last accounts, not more than
a dozen were left., and thu the fruits of two or three yean;' labor in reclaiming
them from their . avage life has been lost.
Upon the ubject of lndian depredations Mr. Graves presents many interesting fact and tatement , showing the great losses sustained by the people from
the Indians, and for which they claim recompense by Congress. He recommends that a commi::~sion be authorized by Congress to investigate and report
upon those alleged losses, with a view to payment by Congress.
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On the ubjcct f peonage the qualified slavery still prevalent in New Mexico,
authoriz d by it laws, and encouTaged and practiced by its people, officials of
gov rnm nt, ancl natives of the United States as well as those who have been
"to tberr anner born," Mr. Graves's statements, with tl1e evidence presented therewith, are such as to leav no doubt of the duty of Congress to take the matter in
band, and deal with it ffectually. This office bas done all that lay in its power,
by promulgating the order of the President forbidding the practice, and all the
other departments of the government issued like directions to the officers responsible to them; but, in spite of all this, it is clear that the practice still continues
to a gr ater or less extent.
In December and January there were complaints of murders having been
committed by some of the Utahs; but, upon investigation, it was found that the
tribe could not justly be held as hostile, the outrage having beeu committed by
outlaws from their number, whom they disowned. In July many of these Inclians were near Tierra Amarilla in a condition of great destitution. rrhe superintendent visited them and relieved their immediate wants, and promised to furnish them monthly supplies-a promise which this office was compelled to repudiate, for the simple reason that the funds appropriated by Congress will not.
suffice for the purpose.
A late communication from the superintendent states that among the new
regiments to be raised in the west, under authority of Cougress, one is authorized for New Mexico, which will be half cavalry and half infantry, and which :
will probably be sufficient to quell any rising disaffection among the tribes.
We also learn that Manuelita, the Navajo chief, who has hitherto refused to .
surrender, but continued a desultory warfare with the small band of warriors
remaining with him, has surrendered to the military at Fort Wingate, being
fairly starved into submission.
The great want of the superintendency is funds sufficient to pay the existing
indebtedness of the Territory, much of which has occurrred in a manner and under circumstances which make it almost impossible to blame the officers of the
government for contracting it; and then a reasonably liberal annual appropria- .
tion for the expenses of the service. If reservations are decided upon, a present
outlay to establish the Indians upon them must be made, which will necessarily ·
increase the appropriation, but in any event the amount now appropriated for
New Mexico is far too small.
The annual reports of the Fmperintendent and several agents arrived too late
to be published in full, but extracts from them are given in the accompanying ·
papers. The want of funds, above referred to, has constantly hampered the department in the management of Indian affairs, and the result has been very unfortunate in inducing tribes heretofore disposed to peace to hostile acts of plunder for the sake of subsistence, which this office had not the mean~ to provide
for them. It is very unpleasant to be obliged to reply unfavorably' to the appeals from the officers in special charge of t~e Indians, ~her~ they urge that
aid to a large amount monthly must be furmshed to certam tnbes to prevent
them from stealing their necessary subsistence from the settlers; but such has
been the case with regard to New Mexico, for the simple reason that Congress
bas failed to make the needed appropriations for the service. Under such circumstances, the military authorities have felt compelled to issue rations to the ·
Indians ,referrr.d to.
The superintendent submits estimates of the amount which he deems necessary for the use of the service in new Mexico, and his report, with the other
papers presented herewith, will furnish the means. . of. deciding upon the prop_er
policy to be observed.
3I
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No annual report from this superintendency has been received, but from our
files of con;espondence we have to report that the condition of affairs is very
unsatisfactory.*
r.I'here are two agencies, one for the Grand River band of U te8, with the headquarters at Denver, and the other for the Tabequache Utes, in the southern part
of the 'rerritory, the latter being under treaty stipulations~ The Grand River
bands have been in a stat~? of discontent for some time, and have been visited by
the superintendent, Governor Cummings, who has reported by telegraph that· he
has effecteil a satisfactory arrangement with them, but the mails have no t yet
brought on the details of that arrangement.
The governor has also recently visited the Tabequache Utes, finding them
restles l", and some of the bands threatening trouble on account of the failure of
their goods to come to hand ; but this office was advised by telegram that the
.governor left them quiet. Almost immediately upon the receipt of this despatch
, came another, with ad vices from Fort Garland, in the southeastern part of Col. orado, stating that some of the Utes had broken out into open hostility. The
:Indians alluded to, so far as we are advised, are a part of the Mohuache and
'r.I'abenoche Utes, properly belonging in New Mexico, but it was apprehended
that the T abequach es might become involved. The superintendent intended to
·distribute the goods to the latter at once, they having fortunately arrived.
DAKOTA.

A change in· superintendents very recently made in tl1is very important dis' trict is probably the reason why we have not received the usual careful summary of events and recommendations from th'e goveruor and superintendent ex
·officio. This is much to be regretted, as the late governor, honorable Newton
Edmunds, has not only been in charge during the occurrence of highly important events among the various tribes of Dakota, but has been one of the commis' sioners appointed by the President to treat with the Sioux and the other tribes
residing in the northern part of the 'rerritory. Possibly annual reports may yet
·be received from the superintendent and agents; and if so, they will be inserted
among the accompanying documents. Meantime, however, I proceed with a
' summary of events, derived from the various and voluminous correspondence of
the year, relating to Dakota and its Indian population, which greatly exceeds
in nnmbers that of the whites.
The tribes of Dakota are the Yanctons and Poncas, in the southeast, having
reservations on the l\fissouri and between that river and the Niobrara, the vari. ous bauds of Dakotas or Sioux, hitherto claiming the country on both sides of
the Missouri for a l ong distance towards its great bend to the westward, and the
Arickarees, Gros Ventres of the plains, and Mandans, confederated and resident
in the neighborhood of Fort Berthold. A portion of the extensive range of the
Crows lies in that district of country south of Montana, which is temporarily attached to Dakota; while the remains of the Santee Sioux, formerly in Minnesota,
and who fled to the north after the outbreak in 1862, are also in Dakota, or in the
British dominions directly north of and near the boundary line. The Winnebagoes, who were for some time located at Crow creek, near olcl Fort Randall,
have been entirely removed, and provided with new homes upon lands purchased
from the Omahas; and that part of the Santee Sioux who accompanied the Winnebagoes to Crow creek have also been removed, and furnished with a new reservation near Niobrara, inN ebraska. A very full statement of matters relating
*The Superintendent's annual report arrived at a later day and is printed among the
accompanying documents.
'
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to the e la t-mentioned Indians will be found und r the head of the northern
uperint ndency, und r whose charge they now are.
In regard to the Y anctons, it may be said that, for various reasons, to some
extent arising from remarks which . this office felt called upon to make la ~ t year,
in referring to the condition in which they were found by the agent who took
charge of them May 1, 1 65, and also their condition as seen by the treaty commi sioners and committee of Congress who visited them, they have received a
great deal of attention during_ the year,. to .s ue~ ~n extent ~hat_, upon a resolution
of the llouse of Representatives, special mqumes were mst1tuted in regard to
their matters, and report made thereon, disclosing some of the reasons why this
t ribe had not profited more by the large expenditure made in its behalf under
the existing treaty.
The new agent, Mr. Conger, has, under frequent instructions and constant eupervision of this. office, already effect~d a great. change in t~e condition of the
tribe. PreparatiOns were made early m the eprmg for plantmg for a large crop,
and the result has been a· great .success ; and the Indi ans, who had been in such
a state of destitution last year that supplies h acl to be furni shed them to keep
them from starvation, arc now rejoicing in plenty. Special Agent Graves, who
visited them as late as October 1, reports that their crop of corn will amount to
70,000 bushels ; that the goods to be distributed to them after harvest have been
well selected and are of a useful character; that their payment of $20,000 of
cash annuities was satisfactory to them, (except that, like white people, they
would have preferred gold to greenbacks;) that the distribution of medals to their
chiefs gave great satisfaction; and that old " Strike the R ee ," the head chief,
whose speeches in behalf of his p eop~e have heretofore elicited considerable attention, now expressed b1mself as satisfied that the government really intended
to .deal justly with the Yanctons.
Nothing of special importance has occurred in regard to the Poncas. 1' hE'>
one thing needed for them is the ratification of the supplemental treaty made
with them long ago, by which they exchange a portion of tl).eir reservation for
other lands adjoining, more suitable for their purposes. Practically, the Indians
had left the neighborhood of the agency as early as January last, and had gone
to the lands intended to be secured to them by the treaty. · 'l1 heir condition
during the winter was good, and food was plenty, while, as spring came on, great
quantities of water-fowl supplemented their·remaining stock of grain, &c. During
the winter the Indians cut and corded upon the bank of the Missouri, for sale,
over two hundred cords of wood. In the spring they put a larger breadth of
land than usual in crops, and expected a good result.
It is to be hoped that action upon the treaty above referred to will not be
longer delayed, there bein~ no rea~ on kr~own. to t?is office for its suspension.
The Indians are very anxwus fo~· Its .ratifica.twn, m 01·d~r ~hat the n ecessary
arrangements may be made for removmg their agency bmlclmgs to a more convenient site.
.
Preliminary arrangements have been made for placing the educational interests of this tribe, which have been greatly neglected, in the hands of the American
Baptist Board, and it is intended to establish under their care a good manual
labor school in-the building erected for the purpose some time since, retaiHing it
upon its present site, as b eing better adapted for its particular purpose than to
remove the building, as heretofore contemplated.
Proceeding further up the Missouri we come next to the Crow Creek agency.,
abandoned, as before mentioned, by the Santee Sioux and Winnebagoes, and
where an extensive stockade and buildings of considerable value bad been erected.
These buildings have been occupied, for the most part, by United States troops
of late, but were to have been abandoned by them under a recent military order
for the evacuation of several posts. It being represented by Governor Edmunds
that a small garrison would be necessary to secure quiet among the Indians and
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safety for the large amount of government property at that point, as well as the
crop just gathered, the subject bas recently heeD represented to the department.
The Indians now at Crow creek are portions of some of the bands treated with
in 1865, who remained in that neighborhood all winter, being kept from absolute
starvation only by the issue to them of such scanty supplies as coulq be spared
from the stores at ~....,ort Sully, and from the agency. It is much to the credit of
the Indians that, in spite of their manifold sufferings, scarcely a case of stealing
occurred among them, they being determined to keep their faith pledged to the
government. As spring advanced, and the deep snows melted, most of them
departed for the hunt; but parts of the Two . Kettles and Lower Yanctonnais
bands have remained at this point, willing to undertake the experime;nt of planting
a crop. It was r ecommended by Governor Edmunds that the Lower Brules
should also be colonized at this place, and the agency buildings and accommodations be made available for all three of the bands named; but, on referring the
matters to Agent Hanson, he reports that the Brules insist upon the location at
the mouth of "\Vhite river, Recured to them by their treaty. The agent reports
fair success in raising corn and vegetables.
A curious illustration of the uncertainty of human affairs occurs here. The
department had just abandoned this location as a home for the Winnebagoes and
Santee Sioux, upon absolute conviction of its unfitness for agriculture, derived
from proofs of the failure of crop!:i for successive years, the descriptions given by
persons familiar with tlJe country, and the reports of the northwestern treaty
commission, and of Special Agent Reed; and yet, Agent Hanson clearly recommends this same reservation as a proper plac~ whereupon to initiate his wild
Sioux of the plains in the mysteries of farming, believing that he can succeed at
Crow creek as well as at any other place in that country. Events . this year
seem to justify Mr. Hanson's opiniun; while another yc~r, with less rain, may
vindicate the bad reputation of the place as farming lands. The Indians, however, seem di;:;posed to try it, and as the buildings are at hand for all the operations of an agency, it is proposed to put in operation here, experimentally, that
]JOrtion of the treaty of the two tribes mentioned which contemplated their encouragement in cultivating the soil, supplying the necessary means for the purpose from the general fond of the Indian service in the r.rerritory, until estimates
can be laiu before Congress and funds obtained. As to the .Lower Brnles, there
seems no alternative to a strict fulfilment of the treaty, and measures will be
taken to do so at the mouth of White river.
Of the other bands of Sioux treated with, we only know of a disposition shown
to cultivate the soil by one of the Sans Arc chiefs, who has asked that a little
land may be broken for him near the mouth of the Cheyenne river; but it is
something gained when any of these wild tribes are willing to make the experiment, and it will be the endeavor of this office to give them all possible aid and
encomagement in this important beginning of a radical change in their customs.
l)assing beyond the Sioux country, we reach the agency at Fort Berthold, of
which, and the Indians located thereabout;~, we know nothing from the agent,
lJUt ·omething from the treaty commission. 'l'he Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and
:Mandans are a very frienuly and peaceable people, and industrious to a sufficient extent to raise annually large quantities of corn for their subsistence.
Moreover, they desire to improve, and ask for schools in which their children
may be taught; and the e advantages will be secured to them if the late treaty
with th m ·hall be ratified.
I have, undtr this heading, refrained from any notice of the important treaties
with the IncHans of Dakota, as that subject has been particularly referred to in
the preliminary part of this report.
l\leasUies have been taken to reward, with medals and money, several chiefs
who were reported by the commission as having rescued whites from captivity
and restored them to their friends.
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Agent Hanson mentions continued difficulty with persons who seem deter
mined to supply the Indians with whiskey, undeterred by the severe penalties
provided against the traffic, or the lamentable consequences to all parties of outr~es committed by Indians when excited by intoxicatin~ drinks. He has been
instructed to prosecute to the fullest extent provided in the existing laws every
possible means of putting a stop to this traffic.
A special agent has been sent up the Missouri to make the distribution nf
goods provided in the treaties with the Sioux, and at least three permanent
agencies should . be provided for-one at Fort Berthold, for the trihes confederated at that point, (and which tribes are nominally in charge of Agent Wilkinson, who, being unprovided with any habitation, only visits the : locality at intervals ;) one at Fort Union, for the Assinaboines,just on the border of Montana;
and, I may add here, another at or near the mouth of Milk river, for the Crows.
Some of these, of course, are dependent upon the ratification of treaties recently
made.; but it would appear that an agency at Fort Union will be needed in any
event, the great amount of travel through that portion of the country, to and
from Montana, requiring the constant presence of a judicious man to keep the
Indians quiet, and see that their rights are not interfered with.
Since the removal of the Santees from Crow creek there are no Indian schools
in Dakota, but the pending arrangements in regard to the Poncas will supply
that tribe with the needed facilities; while this office is in correspondence with
th,e American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, with a view of establishing a school for the Yanctons, to be under the charge, it is hoped, of a gentleman who bas been highly recommended for his knowledge of the Dakota
language, as well as for earnest interest in the welfare of the Indians. It is
believed that the great success ' of the schools among the Santee SiOU4, while
yet in Minnesota, and since at Crow creek, has been the result of the knowledge
of the language of the people by the missionaries and teachers; and that we may
eventually obtain from among the educated Santees teachers for the Sioux of
the upper Missouri, when those bands of the same great nation shall become
settled upon reserv.ations.
Under this head, among the accompanying documents will be found the able
final report of the treaty commission, presenting many valuable suggestions as
to the proper method of maintaining peaceful relations with the powerful tribes
of Dakota. The commissioners pay a well-deserved tribute to the Indians
treated with last year for the faithfulness with which they observed their treaties
amidst the terrible scenes of the last winter, eating their ponies, (upon which they
depend for their hunting expeditions,) and the offal thrown out from the camps
of the soldiers, and even s,tarving to death, rather than eave thtir lives by plundering the whites.
After the foregoing remarks were prepared, a special report from ex-Governor Edmunds was received, which is placed among the accompanying documents.
Mr. Edmunds, it will be observed, takes a different view of the condition of
affairs at the Yancton agency from that presented by Special Agent Graves, as
above stated. This office has no present means of reconciling the discrepancy.
It is proper to state, also, that just as this annual summary is about being
completed, a report has come to hand from Governor l!,aulk. who succeeded Mr.
Edmunds at a very rece.n t date, and who, having visited the Y ancton ag-ency,
concurs with Mr. Graves in his statements regarding its condition. ·
IDAHO.
We make but slow progress in pbtaining accurate information relative to Indian affairs in Idaho, although ·something baR been gained. After the verb::tl
statement8 made by the late governor, Caleb Lyon, in the fall of 1865, and the
instructions given to him, it was thought that we should speedily be in
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a condition to know more, and thus be better enabled to do what should be
necessary; but great disappointment has been the result. Shortly after his
return to Idaho, the governor appears to have become involved in quai·rels,
political or otherwise, to an extent-which resulted in his leaving the territor:f
'last spring, having accomplished little, if anything, to the advantage of the Indian service; and, on the contrary, failing to account for the large amount of gov·
ernment funds _placed in his h ands, causing great embarrassment to the office.
:Measures have been taken to cause a proper accounting to be made; but meanthne, the long distance of the Territory from this city, and length of tiine occupied in communicating with :M:r. Lyon's successor, has necessarily delayed the
placing in his hands the funds fo1~ carrying out properly the duties pertaining to
the Indians. In order to avoid this. delay as much as possibl e, measures were
taken to place a part of the funds appropriated for Idaho with the United States
assistant treasurer at San Francisco, to be drawn by ~overnor Ballard, when the
treasurer shall be advised of the execution of a proper bond; and ad vices having
lately reached this office that such a bond is filed, the necessary operations of
the superintendency can now go forward with some degree of regularity.
Governor Ballard has been much embarrassed by finding no proper records of
the transactions of his predecessor, but is prompt with his annual report, to which,
and to the reports of .Agent O'Neill and Special Agent Hough, reference is made
for details. Under the impressions obtained from Governor Lyon, be was instructed to make treaties with th e Bannocks and Sboshonees in the southeastern ,
and with the Boise Shoshonees in the southwestern part of the 'l'erritory, with a
view of placing them upon reservations ; to endeavor to conclude a new treaty
with the ~ez Perces, the one pending in the Senate, in 1863, not having been
acted upon ; and to set on foot negotiations with the Camr d' Alenes and kindred
tribes in the far north ern part of Idaho, near the British line.
Some time during last spring a treaty was received here, which had been c'oncluded by Governor Lyon with the Boise Shoshonees, providing for placing
them upon a certain reservation, and furnishing them with the usual aids for improvement and civilization. Various reasons, referred to above, had caused a
distrust of the governor's discretion or judgmen t, and no action was taken upon
that treaty; and later information fully justifies the course taken.
Governor Ballard's report discloses the fact that the Indians refened to are in
no degree so far under the control of regularly constituted chiefs that they can
properly be treated with, though he favors placing them upon a reservation, a
course which the Indians themselves desire, as they are driven from their limited hunting grounds by the whites, and liable to be killed by white parties of
v.olunteers, who are accustomed to go out upon Indian scalp-hunting expedi~
t10ns, under the stimulus of rewards offered at public meetings of $25 to $100
per scalp ; and at the same time these unfortunate beinga are in deadly fear of the
ho .. tile Pi-Utes. The great difficulty appears to be to find a suitable pl ace for a
r~servation, embracing the necessary requisites of agricultural land, water, and
t~mber. At our latest dates Special Agent Hough was engaged, thus far, with
httle success, in finding a suitable place for those Indians. Directions have been.
forwarded to the governor to advis~ this office immediately upon the discovery
of such a location, so that it may be withdrawn from public entry and sale. The
bands referred to, numbering some six hundred, are miserably poor, and will
require some assistance this winter, in food and clothing, to keep them from
suffering.
.
'I'he Nez P erces, numbering by the last census 2,830, may well be called a
long-suffering people. Since the conclusion of a treaty with them in 1863, by
which, upon th eir yielding all claim to a very large tract of land lying in
regon and in th e T erritories of Washington and Idaho, a reservation of great
extent was set apart for them, and ample anangements provided for their im}Jrovement, they have been crowded upon by the white settlers, acting with full
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knowledge .that that treaty had not been ratified, until towns of considerable
extent have grown up eve~ within the limits of the proposed reservation,
Lewiston, the first capital of Idaho, being one of these towns; and their country
has been "prospected" -in every direction by the enterprising miners.
l\feantime the Indian chiefs who were opposed to the treaty, seeing the
promised payments withheld, hav~ gained influence, and caused some trouble
in the tribe; and but for the efforts of "Lawyer," the head chief, who bas been
thoroughly faithful to the government, the difficulty would have been serious. During the late session of Congress, the Senate, on a full consideration of Indian matters
in that region, advised the ratification of the treaty of 18;6.3, and Congress made
the necessary appropriations unqer it. These are large, and contemplate expenditures for houses, mills, scho0ls, .and various improvements, and helps to civilizaiion, which, if judiciously made, will, in some measure, atone to this peaceable
and well~disposed tribe for much neglect. ·
These people listened with attention to the appeals of the first mi('sionaries
who visited their country, and have always since paid great attention to religious
worship; but the influence of the numerous whiskey shops in every direction
around them seriously opposes their progress. It will be impossible to control
this evil so long as the reservation of the tribe is so extensive as at present, and
the earliest possible measures should be taken to reduce it for their good.
The annual report of their agent, .Mt. O'N eili, indicates some progress in
agricultural pur~uits, on the part of a few. He mentions one chief as owning
500 head of ·cattle. 'fhe people are stated to l1ave had last year under
cultivation 2,680 acres of land, upon which they raised about 24,000 bushels of
grain, and 18,000 bushels of vegetables; and their stock is returned at about
12,000 head. With all this, the "wealth of the tribe in individual property'
is returned at only $15,000, wpich is evidently far too small a figure, and nut
doing justice to the Indians. The work of improvements at the agency has
gone on .slowly during the past year, on account of the want of funds, and the
school~, for that and other reasons, have been closed. Under the treaty, as now
ratified, ample provisions a:re made for educational purposes.
Among the accompanying documents relating to Montan:t, is inserted a letter
from Agent Chapman, of the Flathead Agency in that Territory, referring to a
visit made to him by ''Gary," a Spokane chief from the borders of Washington
Territory, and. t)le desire expressed by him fora treaty by which his people,
who were being crowded and imposed upon by the whites, could be united with
the Flatheads and confederated tribes upon their large reservation in Montana.
Upon this, letters were addressed to the superintendents of Montana, Idaho, and
Washington, directing them to cause the necessary inquiries to be made, and,
after correspondence with each other, to advise with this office. From Montana,
acting Governor Meagher has, some time since, reported 1against the proposed
movemt::nt; for no reason, h<_>wever, except his opinion that Agent Chapman
bas enough occupation without adding to the number of his Indians. Governor
Ballard sends information that Superintendent Waterman, of Washington, has
required of the special agent in immediate. charge of the Spokanes a report
upon the subject. }...,rom the information now received it would appear that a
satisfactory arrangement with the various tribes in eastern Washington and
northern 1daho, including the Spokanes, Colvilles, Creur d'Alenes, and a por
tion of the Kootenays, can probably be accomplished by setting off for them a
reasonable reservation in the country now occupied by the Creur d' Alenes.
Late in the last summer Seth Kinman, of California, who had been highly
recommended by the department as specially qualified for an Indian agency,
was sent overland to report to Governor Ballard as a special agent, to be assigned
to duty by the latter. His arrival has not yet been announced.
Special Agent Hough, who passed over the new road fi·om San Francisco to
Boise City in the spring, reports constant hostilities from the ban<ls of Pi- U ces

40

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

and outlawed Bannocks of that region. A considerable portion of the troops
hitherto stationed there has been withdrawn, anp. the settlers are protecting
themselves after a very rough fashion. .All this can be prevented, and peaceful
relations established, if the department had the means of negotiating with the
tribes ·of the country whose hunting grounds are invaded by the whites, and
who, in many cases, must steal or starve; or, if formal treaty negotiations are
not deemed advisable, of making moderate provisions for their physical wants
until they can be taught and habituated to self-sustaining labor.
Just as this report is completed, advices are received from Governor Ballard
of great discontent among the Kez Perces, on account of a claim set up by a
private individual to the section of land including all the agency buildings.
MONTANA.

No annual report from this superintendency has been received. The governor,
and ex-qfficio superintendent, Hon. Sidney Edgerton, has been absent from the
Territory a considerable portion of the time, and the general interests of the
service have been in the hands of General Meagher, secretary and acting governor, who, at last accounts was about leaving the capital of the · Territory to
visit the Flathead agency.
The agency last named, after having been transferred, on erroneous information, to the Idaho superintendency, was early in the year again ·placed in its
former relations to Montana. The· absence of reports from .Agent Chapman
is much to be regretted, as the agency is an important and interesting one.
The only other agency in the Territory is that for the Blackfeet Indians,
with its headquarters nt Fort Benton. Mr. Upson, _who had charge last year,
left for Washington in January, via San Francisco, but died in California.
A treaty which had been made in November, with the Blackfeet and Gros
Ventres, was found amorig his papers, and reached this office after the lapse of
some time. Other papers were also transmitted, exhibiting the fact that a part
of the Indians treated with had almost immediately broken out into hostility.
These accounts being confirmed by advices from the acting governor, it was
not deemed advisable to recommend the ratification of this treaty by the President.
'fhe several bands ofBlackfeet, it appears, are the Indians who have persisted
in hostilities, wl1ile the Gros Ventres, associated with them, have been entirely
friendly and peaceable as to the whites, and also as to other Indians, so far as
the attacks of the latter upon them would allow. It is much to be regretted
tbat a separate treaty was not made with these Gros Ventres, so that they
might have received the benefits promised them. In view of their good conduct,
it wat~ designed that the northwestern treaty commissioners should reach them
and enter into a separate treaty with them, but that commission found it-impracticable to do so.
_A. new agent for the Blackfeet, Mr. George B. Wright, accompanied the commission as far as it went; but instead of proceeding direct to his deetinatiou,
as, from the advices received, it is thought he might safely have done, he returned
down the Missouri, anfl. proceeded to his destination overland, arriving at a very
recent date. Such information as has been received from him is placed among
the accompanying documents, where also will be found a report by Mr. Upham,
who had charge of the agency in the interim between the departure of Agent
Upson and the arrival of Mr. Wright, and who gives full evidence of the hostility of the Blackfeet.
!l.eference to a recommendation by the agent of the Flatheads in favor of
umtmg the Spokanes, Oreur d' Alenes, and other tribes upon the Flathead reservation has been made under the head of Idaho.
Among the recommendations by acting Governor Meagher was one for the
establishment of an agency for certain bands of Bannocks and Shoshonees, rep·
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resented to be in the southern part of Montana, about the head waters of the
. Yellowstone. As this is the country claimed by and conceded to th e Crows,
and as t?e northe~stern Bannocks and Shoshonees, treated with by ex-Governor
Doty, d1d not claim an eastern boundary this side of the Wind River mountains, it seems doubtful whether the last-mentioned India'ns can be other than
roving bands, properly belonging in Idaho or northern Utah. The agent at
Fort Bridger, who has charge of W ashakee's band of Shoshonees, has been
directed to inquire into this matter.
General Meagher recommends the establishment of an agency for the Crows
at Kercheval City, near the mouth of the Muscle Shell, but the Indians themselves preferred that it should be placed near the mouth of Milk river, and the
. treaty so provides. This agent should also have charge of the Gros V entres.
An interesting question was presented to the office early in the year, where a
British subject, at some point on the Flathead reservation, brought on a stock
of goods and proposed to open trade with the Indians without license, claiming
to have the privilege of doing so under certain reserved rights of the Hudson's
Bay Company in the Ashburton treaty. The agent was instructed to require
·
a license, as no such right existed.
NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.

From the annual report of Superintendent Taylor, and those of such of the
agents as have come to hand, we obtain 'a vari~ty of interesting information as
to the tribes under their charge.
·
The agencies within the northern superintendency are seven in number, and
are as follows: Omahas, population by last census 997, Agent Furnas; Winnebagoes, population 1,750, Agent Mathewson; Ottoes and Missourias, population 511, Agent Smith; Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, and Iowas, (Great Nemaha agency,) population 380, Agent Norris; Pawnees, population 2,750,
Agent Becker; Santee Sioux, population 1,350, Agent Stone ; :;tnd Upper
Platte agency, having charge of the Ogallalla and Brule Sioux, numbering
7,865 by the latest estimates, fl,nd the northern Cheyennes and Arapahoes,
numbering 2,550. 'rhe total number · of Indians in charg·e of this superintendency i(! thus seen to be 18,153.
.
Mr. Taylor was one of the commissioners who, at Fort Laramie, during the
past summer, met and treated with two of the powerful bands of Sioux, and had
conferences preliminary to a treaty with other Indians. This subject has been
referred to heretofore, under the head of "Indian Treaties of the Year." It
was particularly necessary that these Indians should be pacified. By their hostility the great overland route to Colorado and the region beyond, to the west
and northwest, had been rendered unsafe. The Indians naturally yi8ld their
·hunting grounds very reluctantly, and it will · require great care in their management to secure uninterrupted travel through their country.
Indeed, as has been stated already in another connexion, a small portion of
the Sioux resolutely refuse to treat, and propose to resist, at all hazards, the
use of a route to Montana already much sought by emigrants to that region.
Superintendent Taylor recites in his report the various events leading to the
late treaty at l:!..,ort Laramie.
·
It is but just to add that the favorable result brought about was, in a great
measure, due to the good influence acquired over the Indians by their kind
trea~ment at .the hands of Colonel Maynadier, commanding that post. One illustratiOn of this good feeling, being an account of the Christian burial among the
whites of. the daughter of a Sioux chief, at his request, is ,placed among the accompanymg papers.
Quite recently advices have been received from Agent Patrick that some 150
of the northern Arapahoes and Cheyennes had coine down to the fort for the
purpose of entering into treaty stipulations with the government.
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Complaints have been .very frequent in Kansas during the summer, and till
a recent period, of outrages of various kinds, involving, in some cases, the loss
of life and the infliction of savag·e barbarities upon defenceless frontier settlers;
and the authorities of that State deemed it necessary to take measures to put
a stop to them. It has not appeared that the military authorities of that district were either unable or unwilling to take the matter in hand, though such
may have been the case; but this office was advised that a general of the Kansas militia was engaged in persuading a large number of the men of some of the
tribes, residing upon reservations in that State, to join his forces in an expedition to chastise the bands engaged in the outrages referred to. Directions were
at once sent to the superintendent, Mr. Murphy, to prevent his Indians from
joining in any such expedition, as it was ·not deemed advisable to allow of the
employment of those Indians, and "the inevitable hostility to be aroused between them and other Indians with whom they might come in contact. It was
at the time supposed that the "dog soldiers" of the Cheyennes were the authors
of those alleged outrages, but py recent correspondence between General Cloud,
the Kansas officer above alluded to, and Superintendent Taylor, they appear to
be charged upou the Ottoes, Pawnees, and Omahas, of the northern superintendency. General Cloud, as agent, appointed by the State authorities, requested the superintendent to send down to a point named in western Kansas
some of the chiefs of the tribes named, that they might attend an investigation
of these matters, proposed to be had at that place. Superintendent Taylor has
referred the correspondence to this office, and has been instructed to. decline
sending a delegatioQ. of th~ chiefs, as requested, but to assure the parties who
are seeking to identify the guilty parties that if they will present their evidence,
the most careful investigation will be made in each tribe, in order to ascertain
if such parties are harbored among them. ·
·
·
'L'he superintendent expresses a very decided opinion that neither the Omahas
nor Pawnees are guilty, but is not sure that some of the Ottoes may not have
been engaged in these outrages.
The Omahas ha~e had a very prosperous year, and have, as usual, paid
much attention to farming. If the stipulations of their treaty providing for the
allotment of their lands in severalty were carried into effect, the agP.nt thinks ·
the tribe would abandon the chase altogether. Every year · more of the men
and less of the women labor in the fields, the latter being left to their household
work. The population of this tribe by the last cen~us was 997, showing a slight
decrease since last year. The people have raised tl;lis season about 65,900
bu~hels of grain, and 8,000 bushels of potatoes and other vegetables, their crop
bemg valued at $35,725. 'l'hey dispose of thei}.' surplus products to advantage
among the whites, and are in a very comfortable condition.
A change has been made in the superintendent of their mission school, and the
result bas been beneficial. The report shows 61 scholars in attendance, with a
progress generally satisfactory.
. ':J.1he agent expresses the opinion that there should be a more general diffusiOn of education among them, that sufficient facilities should be provided for
educating all their children within certain ages, and that attendance should be
compulsory. The theory is a good one, and were the means at hand to provi.de the necessary buildings and teachers, the plan could, at all events, be
tned. The Omahas last year showed their willingness to adopt such a system,
by agreeing to the insertion of a clause in their last treaty by which the annuities of those who should refu e to send their children to school should be stopped.
The clause was not inserted, however.
Estimates for the fmrvey of the reservation, with a view to allotments, have
been prepared, and it is contemplated to effect this much-desired improvement
in their condition in time for them to labor upon individual lands next year.
Our accounts from the Winnebago agency are quite favorable, and the agent,
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Mr. 1\fath~wso~, a~pears to be the right man in the right place. The tribe is
fortunate m bemg m charge of a person who takes a deep intere t in its w lfare,
a~ the pe_ople have suffered. much during the three years which have elapsed
smce th~1r removal f~·om Mmnesota, their census showing a diminution of 400
or _500 sm?e t~at period. Under the provisions of their late treaty, which are
bemg earned mto effect upon the new reservation purchased for them of the
Omahas, rapid progress is being made in restoring them to comfort and independence.
Immediately after the ratification of that treaty, Agent Mathewson repaired
to the reservation, and after a conference with the chiefs, and assuring them of
the good intentiqn of the government in their behalf, proceedcd·with the promised improvements. His monthly report for May showed that the necessary
buildings had already been erected for a storehouse, lodging for emp1oyes, carpenters' f"hop, &c., two miles _of fence built, and four hundred acres of land prepared for crops. Upon the land cultivated by the Indians they ha." e raised
this year some 20,000 bushels of corn, thus mat~l'ially aiding in their subsistence . .
· The tribe has not yet recovered from the general debility resulting from their
pas~ sufferings, and the general health of the people is not good ; but they feel
encouraged by the hope that a better day is coming for them.
The agent has furnished them with clothing such as is worn by whites, so
that rthey present little of the appearance of Indians. Arrangements are on
foot to provide them with the facilities of education, of which they will gladly
avail themselves, and the best hopes are' entertained of the future pr<>sperity of
the tribe.
The Oltoes and Missourias, confederated upon a reservation lying on the line
dividing Nebraska and Kansas, have profited comparatively little by the stipulations heretofore made for their benefit in treaties, and the provisions for employes for a certain period, to teach them the arts of self-sustaining industry,
have expired, leaving them nearly as wild as before. rrhey, however, have at
length begun to see that they must labor_. if tbe:z :would live, and. have consented to the payment of a farmer from thmr annmties, and have raised a crop
this year of 4,500 bushels of grain, besides putting up some 65 tons of hay for
their horses. T'hey number 511 in all. .
The mission school formerly maintained for the 'benefit of this tribe by the
Presbyterian board was iong ago abandoned, and the Indians desire the establishment of another, the agent recommending that the .present agency building
be repaired· for the purpose, and tkat a new buildiag be erected for the use of
the agent.
·
It is stated that many white settlers are taking advantage of the disappearance of the .stakes of the survey of the reservation, and encroaching upon its
lines, cutting timber, &c. Measures must be taken to run out the lines again,
so as to define it plainly, and thereby avoid trouble with the tribe, which is ·
somewhat excited on account of this alleged invasion of their rights.
At the Great Nemaha agency are the Iowas and Sacs and Foxes of Missouri,
numbering together 380 persons. ·In my last annual report I had occasion to
men~ion the fact that a ·considerable sum of money, placed in the hands of a
special agent to be paid over to half-breeds of this 'agency, had not been so paid
over. The special agent referred to died in New Orleans, aud the funds were
paid over by his sureties, and those who were entitled to the money have
received it.
Of the Iowas of this agency the agent speaks somewhat favorably, as they
appear willing to labor, and have raised a fair crop of corn and vegetables, cultivating some four hundred acres. The Sacs and Foxes, however, are repre~
sented as being too lazy to work, and generally improvident, and, as a neces.
sary result, poor.
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The Pawnees went upon their usual hunt in the winter, returning with a large
supply of meat and robes, by the use and sale of which they were made quite
comfortable. In the spring, they, under the charge of their agent, planted a
considerable breadth of land, and the crops being well attended to and the season
favorable, the yield has been large.
Constant complaint is made of the steam mill upon this reservation. The
wood required for keeping it in operation must be hauled from a considerable
distance, and this labor, together with the cutting of the wood, is very reluctantly
performed by the Indians, while the regular force provided by treaty can be
employed to better advantage. It has been heretofore recommended that a new
mill be built, to run by water, upon ·a location easily access.ible, and thus the
services of an engineer be dispensed with; but under existing restrictions, by
act of Congress, against the diversion of funds provided in treaties for any
other use than that specifically set forth, this cannot be done. The Indians
would gladly consent to the change.
The school mentioned last year as established, after long delay, in the new and
extensive building erected at the expense of the tribe, has continued in charge
of the teacher then employed; but, deeming it desirable that a more effective
and permanent interest should be established in this school, arrangements are
nearly perfected for placing it under the charge of the Methodist Mission board,
and hopes are entertained that this friendly tribe will profit largely by the
arrangement. The school-house has ample accommodations, it is understood,
for one hundred scholars; and a manual labor school, faithfully conducted, will
do much to elevate the Pawnees, by teaching their children the arts of selfsustaining labor, as contemplated in the management of such institutions.
In the month of August there appeared in this city ·nine Pawnees, consisting
of seven men, one woman, and a little child, in charge of two individuals, one of
whom bad the assurance to pretend that these people bad come, with him as
interpreter, to obtain pay due to their tribe for services as scouts upon the frontier. Upon an investigation into the matter, it was found that the whole story
was a fabrication of this man, who had started with the Indians on au exhibition
tour through the country ; finding which speculation unprofitable, he intended
to leave them upon the hands of the government, which in fact he did, leaving
the city before he could be arrested. His arrest would probably have availed
but little, as there is no law prohibiting such conduct. Such an enactment is
necessary, and I trust will be provided. One other such case has occurred
during the year. These Pawnees were provided by the War Department with
rations and quarters for a short time, during which they gratified the dowager
Queen of the Sandwich islands, by appearing before her in their native costume,
and were then returned to their homes in Nebraska. I regret to add that, in
view of the fact that their agent, Mr. Wheeler, was found to have given written
permission to the man who had these Indians in charge to take them from the
reserve and exhibit them through the country, it was deemed proper to recommend his dismissal from office.
.
Santee Sioux.-Very important action having been taken by this office since
the la t annual report relative to the several bands of Santee Sioux, and their
location having been changed to the Territory of Nebraska, I have deemed it
expedient, in order to present a connected and intelligible narrative of events,
to make all necessary reference to the subject under the head of the northern
superintendency, although 'the Indians in question have heretofore lived in
Dakota and Minnesota.
At t~e. period of the last report the condition of the various portions of the
Santee Swux, known in our treaties as the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Mendawakanton, and Wah pakoota bands, was about as follo'M! :
Nearly or quite 1,000 were at the Crow Creek reservation, near Fort Randall,
far up the Missouri river. These were mostly old men, "'omen, and children,
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the families of those who had been hung in Minnesota for participation in the
massacre of 1862, or of those who were imprisoned at Davenport for· alleged
complicity in the same outbreak. In this number were also some sixty who
had been imprisoned at the last-nam ed place, and released by order of President
Lincoln. These Indians had thus far failed in their willing labors to raise crops
at Crow creek, and the expenses of their care, subsistence, and clothing, including transportation, had annually n€arly or quite exhausted the appropriation of
$ 100,000 made by Congress for their· benefit, with no prospect of any improvement in the future. 1t was evident, from the successive annual reports from
that quarter, and particularly from the reports of ·th e northwestern treaty commissioners, who visited the reservation, that the Indians must be removed from
that place to one where they could earn their own subsistence.
Some two hundred Indians were at Davenport, held as prisoners by the War
Department, under military gnard, since the fall of 1862. A part of the original
numbers taken prisoners-by voluntary surrender of themselves in most cases
-had been hung, aud a part sent to Crow Creek, as above mentioned. Persons
fully cognizant of the facts in the case had all along insisted that the really
guilty parties had for the most part escaped, and that many of these very prisoners had actually exerted themselves to save the lives of whites, and had urged
their release as having been sufficiently punished for such small degree of complicity in the outbreak as was proved against them, and on account of theirexemplary conduct while in confinement. The military authorities had expressed their intention to release them, and measures had been taken, looking
towards a formal pardon to be issued by the President in their favor, in order
that they might join their people at Crow creek when released; but General
Pope had obj. cted earnestly against their being sent to that place, on account
of its being of too easy communication with those Sioux who were but lately in
hostility.
About three hundred of these people were living upon various portions of
their old reservation in Minnesota, leading a precarious life. Many of these
men had acted a noble part in withstanding the onset of their people upon the
whites, and had, at the risk of their lives, save4 and rescued many captives.
Congress had acknowledged their services by appropriating $ 7,500 to be paid
to certain individuals among them, and by securing to them the right of eighty
acres of land for each family, including improvements, upon the old reservation;
this privilege being valueless to them, since the white settlers would not consent
to their remaining in that region permanently. Bishop Whipple, of Uinnesota,
and other persons, had taken a warm interest in those meritorious and unfortunate people, and earnestly urged the department to provide for them.
In the neighborhood of Ji,ort Wads worth, Dakota 'l,erritory, not far from the
northwestern extremity of their old reservation, wel'e some six or eight hundred
of these Sioux, who had fled from the indiscriminate vengeance of the whites in
1862, though for the most part persistently urging their innocence of any share
in the massacres planned and carried into effect by the lower Sioux, these people
belonging to the upper bands. A large number of this band had beeu engaged
and paid as scouts upon the frontier by the military authorities, and the rations
issued, from time to time to them and their families, with such small means as
they possessed of cultivating the soil, had furuished them a meagre support.
Besides these four classes, the remainder of the bands hitherto named, and
comprising most of the really guilty parties, had fled far to the north, and were
either in or near the British possessions, defiantly determined, for the most part,
not to make terms of peace, but, according to some accounts, exhibiting ~xceptional cases of leading men who were willing to lay down their arms.
.
The earnest attention of this office has been directed to the subject, w1th the
desire of adopting some just and practicable plan for improving the condition of
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these various classes of Indians, and of doing justice to all without unnecessarily
increasing the burdens of the government.
Such was the condition of affairs when Superintendent Taylor, whose attention, as one of the northwestern commissioners, had been called to the case of the
Indians at Crow dreek. and who had been direc.ted to make special examination
with reference to a proper location for these Indians, being present in this city
in February last, reported in favor of a reservation of four townships within his
superintendency, at the mouth of the Niobrara river in Nebraska. Several other
locations were proposed and considered, but tbe question of economy in the
transportation of necessary supplies until the people could raise crops sufficient
to sustain them, the reasonable c~rtainty that they could succeed in agricultural
operations at that ,point, and the objection of the military authorities to a concentration of the other classes of these Sioux north and west,, were sufficient to
turn the scale in favor of Niobrara; and, under the date of March 1, four townships of land were, by order of the department, set apart for the purpose, it
being understoou the improvements already made by settlers upon these lands
could be purchased for about $40,000, and that many of the buildings thus purchased would be needed and valuable for the purposes of the agency. Measures
were immediately taken to notify the agency at Crow creek of the intendeu
removal, which it was then thought could, by the co-operation of the War Department in furni ,. . hing transportation, be accomplished in time for the Indians
to put in the spring crops at Niobrara. Delay and final disappointment, however, was the lot of these plans as to transportation, and the removal took place
by land, the Indiaus arriving at. their new reservation June 12, too late to
plant a crop. Meantime the military authorities notified this office that they
intended to turn over the Indians at Davenport to the civil authorities by the
lOth of April, the prisoners having been pardoneu by the President. A special
agent was at once appointed to receive and take thtm to the Niobrara reservation, with instructions to proceed at once, upon his arrival, to preparing land
for cultivation.
This agent, Mr. J edediah Brown, not being heard from immediately, it became necessary to take action at once, and, under date of April 5, Mr. E. Kilpatrick was detailed from the department to proceed to Davenport and recei ,-e
the Indians and accompany them to their destination, delivering them to Mr.
Brown if he should present himself, or, in default, to proceed to carry out the instructions furnished him. .Mr. Kilpatrick reported subsequently that be had delivered the Indians to Mr. Brown, at St. Joseph, on the Missouri, (the tran sportation having been furnished by the War Department,) and thenceforward they
remained under his charge until June 12, when he turned them over to Agent
Stone, who had arrived with the main body of the tribe from Crow creek. Meantime, however, Mr. Brown had accomplished much valuable work with the Indians in his charge, in preparing the ground and planting crops, so that with
reasonable success a fair supply will be-raised towards the support of those people
this year.
About the 1st of April, Major General Sibley was authorized to employ some
reliable person, in whom the Indians about Fort Wads worth reposed confidence,
to secure a proper representation of those bands, and, if possible, of those who
were still hostile, at Fort Rice, on the Missouri, with a view of entering into a
treaty with the commissioners, then en route up the Missouri; and that officer reported April 16, that he hau engaged :Mr. J. R. Brown for that purpose.
It was intended to collect that portion of the Indians who were still upon the
old reservation, and remove them to Niobrara, h1 time to plant a crop there, but
various delays occurred to prevent the consummation of this part of the plan.
A thorough exami11ation of the whole matter relating to these Sioux resulted
in the deliberate conviction that, as a people, they had not been treated fairly or
with just discrimination by the government, and the forfeiture of their annuities
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had been a measure uncalled for and unjust to a large number of the peop1e who
had not taken part in the outbreak of 1862, and an elaborate report upon the subject was prepar~d by this office April 20, and submitted by the departm ent to
Congress, faYoring the restoration for the benefit of the tribe.of such portion of
the capital of their annuities as had not been used for the payment of losses and
damages by those hostilities.
A few days later came a protest addressed to the President, ,:May 8, by Mr.
Burle-igh, delegate from Dakota, against the removal of the Crow Creek and
Davenport Indians to Niobrara, as being a measure fraught with danger to the
fronti er settlements. To this as well as to a resolution of inquiry by the House
of Representatives, dated May 21, this office replied by report to the department,
stating the facts in the case, and endeaYoring to remove objections which appeared to be unfounded. Such ample proof of the good conduct and disposition
of these two classes of Indians bad been received ihrough Mr. Kilpatrick, who
had had charge of the released prisoners from DaYenport, and from Rev. Mr. Reed,
of the northwestern commission, who had spent some time at Crow Creek, just
previous to the departure of those Indiai1s to the eastward, and who, after noticing
their schools and religious services, had reported them as being ''for intelligencA,
reliability, diligence, and morality, among other Indians like light in a dark
place ;" that it was felt that no possible danger could occur from the new location.
Previous to turning over his charge to_Agent Stone, Mr. Brown ha<J made a
careful appraisal of the land and improvements of the settlers upon the Niobrara
reserYation, showing an aggregate of about $36,000, being about one-half of the
amount at which the occupants hold their property. Measures should be taken
to make an equitable settlement with these settlers, so as to leaYe the res ervaions in the exclusive occupancy of the Indians ; and as, upon the recommendation
of this office of July 13, two additional townships, upon which there are a few
settlers, have been set apart as an enlargement of the reservation, provision
should also be made for the payment of their just claims.
If the Crow Creek Indians could haYe been brought down to Niobrara in time
to raise a full crop this y ear, there would probably have been a sufficient saYing
from the amount appropriated for their use to pay for all these improvements of
the settlers. As .it is, recent ad vices from the reservation are so favorable as, in
the judgment of this office, to vindicate fully the removal of the Indians to that
point.
rrhe estimates for funds now required must be left for further consideration
upon the receipt of the accounts of the quarter.
As soon as it was ascertained that the remnants of the tribe in Minnesota could
not be taken to Niobrara in time to plant a crop this year, measm~es were taken
to afford relief to a portion of them at least, by distributing the sum of $7,500
appropriated by Congress for their use, and a reliable special agent, Mr. S. Adams,
was instr ucted to make the. necessary inYestigation, in order to a just and proper
use of the fund.
With the assistance of Bishop Whipple, who has been the warm friend of these
Indians throughout, Mr. Adams reported J nne 25 a list of those entitled; and as
it was nece~sary for him to leave, to prosecute other duties, the funds were
sent to Mr. J. R. Daniels, at Faribault, he haYing given bond for distribution.
Subsequently, upon a report of Mr. Adams as to number and lo cality of the Indians who were to go to Niobrara, Mr. A. Faribault, whose kindness to these
Indians had been steady as well as expensive to him, was designated to collect
and take them to that reservation. Upon his report of recent date it has, however, been deemed advisable not to make the remoYal t ill next spring.
It only remains to notice the result of the attempt to bring about treaty arrangements with the bands of Santee Sioux, in the neighborhood of Fort Wadsworth and further north. General Sibley had reported; AprillG, that Mr. Brown,
who had been employed as before stated, thought that be would be able to secure
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a representation·from at least four of the six northern bands, but would proceed
with such representation as could be obtained.
.
By the report of the treaty commission we learned of the failure of negotiations
with those bands, on account of demands made by them, (under the advice of
JHr. Brown, as it is alleged,) to which the commissioners did not feel justified iri
acceding, and the delegates returned to Fort Wads worth .. Since that time a
communication has been received from a portion of these people through a misE~ionary friend, to whom they had written in their own language, (many of them
being educated to some extent,) setting forth their regret at the failure of ~he negotiations, and theii· wishes to make some arrangement to improve their condition.
It is feared that these people will suffer much during the approaching winter
if not aided in some manner by the government. If the policy set forth and
urged upon Congress in the report from this office, under date of April 20, shall
be adopted, the department will have the means of providing for these bands at
least, and it is recommended that a reasonable reservation in the vicinity of Fort
Wadsworth may be set apart for them.
The interest upon the capital fund restored, as recommended in that report,
together with the avails of the reservation in Minnesota now being appraised,
will provide au ample fund for all these bands of Sioux.
Various papers referred to in this summary, furnishing details for the iuformation of those who desire to know the particulars of the operations above mentioned, will be found among the accompanying documents:
Of the Upper Platte agency, and the tribes under its charge, sufficient has
been said under the head of this superintendency, and under that of Indian treaties.
Affairs have been sadly mismanaged in past years, and the Indians grievously
wronged by government officers, whose duty it was to protect them in their rights,
and the loss of many lives and a yast amount of valuable pro·perty has been the
result. We may be permitted to hope for better things in the future. Upon the
quiet and friendly feeling of the Indians of this superintendency depends the
safe transit of the growing commerce of the plains, the overland stage and wagon
route, telegraph, and Pacific railroad traversing it through its whole length from
east to west.
CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.

The annual report of Superintendent Murphy is received, together with those
of most of the agents in charge of the various tribes of Kansas, all living upon
reservations except the Kiowas and Comanches, and the Cheyennes, Arapahoes,
and Apaches, who, while having a nominal headquarters in the neighborhood of
Fort Larned, in southwestern Kansas, roam over a wide extent of country.
All of these Indians are considered as belonging to a central superintendency;
the Osages, however, on the southern boundary of that State, being in the
southern superintendency.
From the first-named tribes, however, we have no statistics ; the remainder
of the tribes number about 6,000, and of these the Kaws, whose population is
?70, and the Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi, numbering about 800, do very little
m the way of agriculture; yet the statistics of these ti,OOO Indians exhibit the
fact that from 11,645 acres of land cultivated they have raised this year over
350,000 bushels of grain, and 27,000 bushels of potatoes and other vegetables;
that th ey have cut about 4,000 tons of hay; that they own 6,000 horsea and
nearly G,OOO head of other stock; that their wealth in property, owned by individuals, is over $1,000,000, aside from their annuities; and that they have eight
schools, with 491 scholars in attendance. Considering the disadvantages under
which these people labor, and the fact that so large a portion of their number as
yet decline to enter upon agricultural pursuits, it is submitted whether the
aYerag products of their labor do not indicate that the Indian race is capable
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of obtaining and retaining a position among civilized people equal to that which
our best hopes for- them have conceived.
It is to be regretted that, with aU this apparent prosperity, reasons exist for
expecting, in the case of most of th ese tribes, a check to their progress in civilization Allusion bas heretofore been made to the difficulties which lie in their
way, arising from the crowding into the immediate vicinity of their reservations
of white settlers upon the public lands, lying in every direction, subject to public
entry, around those reservations. Among these settlers are too many who are
unscrupulous as to the rights of the Indians; their timber, scarce in Kamas at
the best, is cut down, and their stock run off in many instances, and the hope of
redress is very small. On account of these and other troubles most of the Inaians, including many of the most intelhgent and best educateil, are anxious to
remove to the. Indian country south of Kansas, where white settlers cannot interfere with them. When once settled upon new and fertile 1·eservations there,
it may be hoped that they will 'realize their hopes of earning a comfortable Jiving
in peace; but the business of openin·g and preparing new farms and homes is a
tedious and laborious one, and some time must occur before these things are accomplished. The Sta:te of Kansas is fast being filled by an energetic population
who appreciate good land, and the Indian reservations were selected as being the
best in the State. But one result can be expected to follow.
Under the head of the Northern Superintendency reference was made to certain difficulties between Indians and frontier settlers, resulting in an attempted
gathering of volunteers from the reservation tribes, and to the action of this office
thereupon. It only" remains to add that, upon the reference to this office of the
question as to permitting the Indians to enlist for a term of years in the regular
army, under recent enactments, authorizing the enlistment of certain regiments
for frontier service, there was no hesitation in granting the desired permission.
The Kickapoos, the northernmost of the Kansas tribes, numbering 242 in all,
are represented by ~heir agent to be in a favorable condition. They have cultivated_1,083 acres this year and broken 251 more for planting; aDd their crops
have realized for them about 48,000 bushels of grain and 1,300 bushel::; of potatoes. 'rhey own about 700 head of stock, and their i11dividual wealth is stated
at $44,290. One strong evidence is given of their good disposition and conduct
in the fact that, although both the overland route and Atchison and Pike's Peak
railroad pass through their reservation, there is little-or no drunkenness among
them. 'rhese Indians having expressed a desire for the re-estaolishment of a
school among them, their wishes have been granted, and at last accounts fourteen children were in attendance in a portion of the old mission building, repaired for the purpose, and were learning rapidly under a faithful teacher.
'.rhe opportunity of introducing the Kindergarten system has been given to
this school. The agent thinks that it would be well to establish a manual labor
school in the building as soon as the funds of the tribe are increased, as they soon
will be by payments for their lands Mld under the last treaty ; but it is questionable whether it is best to undertake such a movement until it is certain that
the majority of the people will conclude to remain in Kansas.
The condition of this little tribe is somewhat peculiar, as now organized and
resident upon their reservation. The majority of the people are not Kickapoos
by blood, but Pottawatomies, who some years since purchased a right to a share
in the lands and annuities of the tribe; and when, under the last treaty, allotments
were made upon the diminished reserve, a mfljority of those who took them were
Pottawatomies, while most of the genuine Kickapoos continued to live upon the
common lands.
But, somewhere in the south, lost to view among the fragmentary tribes
driven hither and thither by the events of the rebellion,. there is supposed to be
4 I
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still remaining a large number of Kickapoos, who would gladly rejoin the tribe
upon a reservation in the Indian country.
A considerable number of the Kansas portion of the tribe are anxious to make
a new treaty, providing for selling their lands and removing to the south, but a
recent effort to effect a treaty arrangement with them failed, owing to the discontent ·of the people of all parties, on account of their not having received
certain expected benefits from the last treaty made with them.
In any event it may be expected that some few of these people will remain
with a view of becoming citizens of the United States, and these will for the
most part be of the Pottawatomie portion of the tribe.
The annual report from the Shawnee agency exhibits the condition of those
people in a very favorable aspect. The census of those upon the annuity roll
amounts to 660, of which 594 belong to the class which holds lands in severalty,
and 66 to that which holds in comm'on ; and the aggregate amount of property
owned by individuals is stated at $619,392. The number of acres cultivated
was 3,667, producing over 100,000 bushels of grain, 5,000 bushels of potatoes,
&c., the total value of the crop being given at $69,345. 'rhey own 2,600
head of stock of all kinds, valued at $54,597. Morally the condition of the
people is also good, every dram-shop being closed, and not a drunken Indian
seen for a month previous to the report.
'rhe interest of the people in education is increasing. Some forty children at
the manual labor school were making good progress, and many of the children
of the tribe attend the district schools of the State. It would appear from the
agent's report that the United States senators from Kansas have recently had
a conference with the Shawnees, in which the opinion was plainly expressed by
the former, that if the suits with reference to taxes hitherto referred to shall
be decided by the United States Supreme Court favorably to the right to tax,
those who are thus taxed will necessarily become citizens of the United
States, and lose their tribal rights and interests. Some of the most intelligent
and civilized of the Shawnees are ready to take this step, and desire to do so;
but apparently a majority do not desire it, and prefer to retain their tribal
organization and remove south, while both classes claim that the government
cannot by law abrogate the provisions of a treaty, which secures them tribal rights.
The question is one of great importance, involving the interests of not . only
this tribe but many others, and its decision is awaited with great anxiety. 'I'his
tribe furnished over 100 soldiers to the United States army in the late war,
and they proved to be brave and efficient men.
The subject of the treaty now pending in the Senate made with this people
last spring has been already referred to. The superintendent expresses the
opinion that it would have been greatly to the advantage of the tribe if that
treaty had been ratified so that arrangements might by this time have been
well under way for removing the Shawnees to a new home in the south, where
there are already hundreds of their number who have refused to avail themselves
of the benefits of the previous treaty, but who would join the tribe again if removed to the Indian coun~ry.
Pottawatomies.-'l'his tribe is, so far as a considerable portion of its members
resident in Kansas are concerned, rapidly advancing in civilization, and large
numbers are preparing to assume the duties and privileges of citizens of the
United States; at the l_ast census they numbered 1,992, being an increase of
118 since last year, and the agent thinks that this increase is not altogether
attributable to the return of absentees, but partly to a real increase of numbers
consequent upon the generally favorable physical and moral condition of the
people.
'l'wo seasons of plenty have done much towards their prosperity, and the individual property of th e members of the tribe is estimated at $ 144,000, exclusive of the value of their crop and their annuities. 'l'bey have cultivated 1,900
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acres this year, realizing 70,000 bushels of grain, 6;250 bushels of potatoes,
'
and 1,400 tons of hay, and own about 4,500 head of stock.
Still a considerable number of the people fail or refuse to take advantage of
the benefits provided for them: in their treaty, and either remain in a shiftless
condition upon the reservation, or wander off to Iowa and Wisconsin, seeking a
precarious living by begging, fishing, hunting, &,c.
It is found very difficult to prevent the sale of whiskey among them, and
convictions by the Kansas courts are so rare as to di~courage appeals to the law.
These difficulties will necessarily increase when, by the sale· of the surplus
lands of the tribe after all allotments are made, the white settlers become inter- ·
spersed among the Indians, and the agent thinks that a treaty providing for
the removal to the south of all who do not become citizens will be found
necessary.
During the last year certificates of allotments have been made to a large number of Indians entitled to them, and some progress has been made towards the
completion of the list of those who are entitled to citizenship, atid to the payment of their share of the capital fund of the tribe.
The St. Mary's (Catholic) mission school continues to prosper, and to confer
great benefit upon the children of the tribe, and another school is about being
opened with flattering prospects in the old Baptist mission building, under the
auspices of the Home Missionary Society of that church.
The Delawares exhibit a condition somewhat similar to that of the last-mentiq,ned tribe, many of them being intelligent, industrious, and prosperous, while
the majority are improvident. All have allotments; their land is the best possible for fllrming purposes, and they might all be in a prosperous condition.
Doubtless the uncertainty prevailing as to their remaining in Kansas has in• duced an indifference towards the making of improvements at their present loca. tion.
Many who have not themselves worked their farms have realized something
from them by renting them to colored men for a share of the produce. Many
of the young men who were in the United States army have come home considerably demoralized, and there have been so many assaults committed by
them, in some instances fatal, that the national council was called together and .
enacted a code of laws providing penalties for various misdeeds. A copy of
this code is presented among the accompanying documents as a favorable
specimen of Indian legislation. The population of the tribe is 1,065 by the
last census, and the wealth in individual property, aside from annuities, $244,800.
They have raised this year about 72,000 bushels of ·grain, and 13,000 bushels
of potatoes and other vegetables, and own m~arly 5,000 head of stock.
Their school has been in successful operation with 100 scholars, the sexes
being divided about equally, and the children being well cared for and deriving
great benefit from the care bestowed upon them. Provision is also made for
introducing the Kindergarten system here.
A treaty was made with this tribe July 4 of this ye11r, providing for a removal to a new home in the Indian country of all who shall not decide to become·citizens of the Uniterl States, and the sale of the common lands and the
lands of those who decide to go south, to the Missouri River Railroad Company. ·
A delegation of the tribe has gone to the Indian country to select a reservation there, and upon their return, and the approval of their selection by the de·
partrnent, the various provisions of the treaty can be put in operation.
The Wyandotts, also under charge of this agency, are in a very unsatisfactory condition.
By the operation of a treaty made some ten years ago they were made citizens by certain provisions thereof, which might be suspended, however, at the
discretion of this office, as to such as should desire such suspension. Patents
were iEsued to others for lands divided to them in severalty.
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Those who declined to become citizens still decline to do so, and have no
been compelled to assume those dutieF~; and many of them, nuder a recog nized
chief and council, have remained in the south among the Senecas until driven
1ufby the war, since which they have returned thither. Meantime the citizen
party has had an organization and cl::timed recognition. The State tax laws
bave borne heavily upon the people, and many tracts of land belonging to orphans and incompetents have been sold and Jeeded aw;ty from them at the tax
sales. Many, even of those who became citizens, have begged to be relieved
from such responsibilities, and a large number of both classes desire to make
some arrangement by which they can sell their lands in Kansas and remove. to
lands to be given to them by the Senecas in the Indian country. It is doubtful
whether there is properly any W yandott tribe with whom to treat, and whether
legislation by Congress will not be needed to reach the casf., even if the deci~ion
of the Supreme Court upon the question of taxation should remove all embarrasf:lment from that source.
The S::tcs and Foxes of the Mississippi hold a dimjni11hed reserve in the
central part of Kansas geographically, but, for the most part, beyond the settlements. They numbered by the census of last spring 818, but by a recent en umeration 766. Under the same agent, but upon a different reservation, is a
small band of Chippewas and Munsees, 80 in all.
The Sacs and Foxes are all " blanket" Indians, none of them wearing garments like whites. Some few of them, including their principal chiefs, would
don the civilized llpparel, but would thereby lose their influence with their people. These chiefs have shown a commendable desire to second the efforts of
their agent for the improvement of the tribe, although they have met with much
opposition from those who are determined to oppose all progress towards civilization. The celebrated chief, old "Keokuk," left among them, at his death, an
injunction uot to assume the ways of the white man. His son, the present head
chief, Keokuk also by name, is wiser in his generation, and is anxious that his
tribe should improve. By the aid of these chiefs, and an appropriation from the
civilization fund, a school bas been put in operation among them, and K eokuk's
son, Charles,_ is one of thfl most advanced of the scholars. In this school, also,
an opportunity has been offered to try the benefits of the new system heretofore
alluded to.
Some of the Sacs and ~"'oxes have applied themselves to agriculture, and their
· statistics show a product of 11,000 bushels of corn, and 100 tons of hay. The
principal property of the tribe consists in horses, of which they own nearly
2,000, valued at about $ 70,000.
Numerous complaints by the wilder bands of this tribe against their agPnt
have been made during the year. The agent expressed his desire to ha'e a full investigation of his conduct, in8isting that the charges against h;m would be found
to have originated with parties who are resolved that the tribe shall not be civiliz ed, but left in a condition in which they can be easily plundered. 'l'his investigation has just been made, and the report upon the subject, comi_Jletely vindicating the agent, is placed a1nong the accompanying documents.
A por.ion of this band, unwilling to endure the restraints imposed upon them
upon the reservation, have gone to Iowa, where a portion of the annuities of the
tribe, under directions issued by your predecessor, have been expended for their
use and benefit. While, as a general rule, it is deemed very unwise to provide
for Indians at any point except their proper reservations, the late secretary
thought this case an exception, inasmuch as the legislature of Iowa had in effect
invited the Indians to occupy lands in that State. A special agent is now in
charge of these people, numbering some 230.
The small band of Chippewas and Mnnsees have enjoyed a year of prosperity,
and. have raised sufficient for their subsistence upon their allotments. 'l'heir
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school has been kept up to advantage, having an average ot twenty-six scholars.
'rhe property of individuals is estimated at $9,664.
.
.
The Kansas or Kaw tribe, numbering 670, is located upon .a reserve still further west than ~he Sacs and Foxes, and they are also wild Indians, doing
scarcely anything in the way of agriculture: They were very successful in
their hunt late last fall, and returned with the skins and meat of about 3,000
buffalo, and sold $21,000 worth of furs. They also raise many horses for sale,
having disposed of $15,000 worth in the course of the year. The agent represents them as improving in their disposition to agriculture, and states their crops
at 5,000 bushels of corn.
·
They have had a manual labor school under the charf!e of the Friend's Mission, but its success has been very small, and it is now cloRed.
The agent reported, some time previous to its close, that the scholars were
not well enough clothed and fed, and that the system adopted by the teachers
was not such as to attract the children.
The Santa Fe route crosses the reservation, and the facilities with which the
Indians obtain liquor is very demoralizing to them. Doubtless the condition of
the tribe could be much improved by removing them to a more southern location.
We have no reportR from either of the agents having chl;lrge of the Miamies,
Peorias, Weas, and Piankeshaws, and of the Ottewas. As to the people of the
former tribes, in charge of Agent Colton, there are reasons to believe that it is
with them as with most of the others in Kansas, ,and that a large number of
them would be glad of an opportunity to make a treaty and seH their lands,
with a view of going South; indeed, some of them have already been making
some preliminary negotiations with the tribes of the Neosho agency. Many,
however, are educated and very intelligent people, ·and would gladly avail themselves of the opportunity to sever their connexion with the tribe and become
citizens. Arrangements are in progress to renew for the Miamies the privileges
and benefits of a school at a convenient locatiun, while a uumber of their children enjoy the benefits of the St. Mary's Mission school, their parents themselves paying one-half of the necessary charges.
These Indians have suffered greatly from the troublesome tax question which
vexes and harasses so many of the· Kansas tribes.
The Ottawas are a .small tribe, holding lands in severalty, living in all respects
like whites, and cultivating their farms with success. rrhey will, by the terms
of ·their treaty, become citizens of the United States July 25, 1867, and will
then, of course, have no use for an agent. Indeed, but for managing to some
extent the sales of their lands, and attending to the interests of the "Ottawa
University," the present agent would find little occasion for his services. The
institution referred to is an enterprise in which the Indians take great interest,
and have endowed it with a liberal share of their most valuable lands.
Parties in the east, as well as others in Kansas, have aided it materially, and
a large building is well on its way to completion, the design being to fully establish an institution of learning which shall provide not only for Ottawa children, but for the children of all other Indian tribes who may desire to participate in its benefits by endowing it with a portion of their educational funds.
r.rhe plan appears to be an excellent one, and its success would be a real benefit
to the Indian tribes generally.
Treaties were made in the fall of 1865, as heretofore stated in this report,
with the Kiowas and Comanches, and with the ..Arapahoes, Cheyennes, and
Apaches.
·
The latter tribe bad before been associated with the Kiowas and Comanche s
and the agency for the three was locatbd in southwestern Kansas, that being,
however, but a rendezvous for such of the tribes as were disposed to friendship
with the whites.

/
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A number of their bands have never taken part in treaties, but have ranged
at will over a wide district of country, from Kansas to the Rio Grande, and from
the frontier settlements of 'rexas fa· into New Mexico, frequently plundering
emigrant and merchandise traius, or making raids upon and carrying away into
captivity the women and children of the border people. It is true, beyond
doubt, that in the case of some of these raid , they have been induced, in the
.minds of a part of the Indians engaging in them, by a dim notion that they were
really performing a friendly act for the goverument by attacks upon its enemies.
Their ageut has labored all the time, and during the last year and a half particularly, to remove this idea from the minds of the tribe, and nearly a dozen
prisoners were brought in and delivered to the treaty commissioners of 1865,
the chiefs promising that such acts should cease. Complaints of raids into
Texas, however, continue to be made, but it was thought, until recently, that
they were the acts of that part of the tribes not treated with. This impression
is destroyed by the evidence recently presented, implicating the treaty Indians,
in the bold avowal of the most inhuman acts of out\·age by chiefs who had the
temerity to come to a military post nearest to their agency and demand a ransom f•lr some of the prisoners. Mr. Taylor, who had.charge of the Arapahoes,
&c., in that immediate neighborhood, called upon the chiefs to return the prisonera without ransom, threatening them with punishment by the government, but
they refused to comply, saying that th ey would del iver them to their own agent,
Colonel Leavenworth, who was temporarily absent from the State ; and it
appears that an officer of the United States army, commanding one of the posts,
induced by the desire to rescue one of the captives from horrors worse than
death, has promised to pay a large sum as a ransom. This is the last information received from that quartP.r. Measures ·have been taken to obtain the particulars of these occurences from the agent of the tribe involved, and prompt
action should follow, under the direction of the depar iment
The Cheyennes, Arapahoes and Apaches, also treated with in 1865, have for
the mo t part well observed their treaty stipulations ; indeed, no complaints
whatever have been made of the Arapahoes and Apaches. A small, but resolute and active band of the Cheyennes, known as the "Dog Soldiers," who did
not unite with their people in the treaty, have occasioned much trouble, and
doubtless have committed outrages on the frontier, they refusing to give up the
country watered by the Smoky Hill Fork. They were conferred with by
Major Wynkoop, special agent of the department, last February, and their
leading chief's agreed to the stipulations of the treaty of 1865, which does . in
effect give up the Smoky Hill route, but allowed the Indians to hunt through
that country, keeping away from the travelled roads westward. · The Indians
appear to have construed their signature to the paper forwarded by lt'Iajor
'\Vynkoop as only a general consent of friendship with the whites, but not as
surrendering the Smoky Hill country. Late . in the summer Major Wynkoop
was sent out again and met some of these chiefs, when, after full conference,
those present agreed to yield the contested point. The representation on the
part of the "Dog Soldiers" was, however, very limited. The officer referred
to has been appointed agent for those tribes, to succeed Mr. Taylor, but ha'S
not yet reporteJ his arrival at his post. · 'l1he latter has recently reported a meeting with the " Dog Soldier" chiefs, and their promi"e to leave entirely the disputed country and go south, but he fears that theh· apparent acquiescence is only
on account of their desire to obtain their share of the annuities now en route.
The whole matter is a fair illustration of one of the difficulties incident to
the Indian service. It is believed that the majority of the Kiowas and Comanch es are desirous to observe faithfully their treaty stipulations, and the same
may be said as to the Indians of the othel' agency; yet in the one case some of
heir people have committed :fiendish outrages upon innocent families in Texas,
and in the other an unruly band is alleged to have been perpetrating crimes in
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western Kansas. ·The authority of the head chiefs, who signed the. treaties, is
lightly -regarded by those who commit these crimes, and it is not ·certain tha
they have the power to arrest and deliver over the crimin~ls to the government'
In such case it becomes difficult to decide as to how far the department is justified in refusing to deliver the promised annuities. Such refusal is likely to
exasperate that portion of the tribes now friendly, and to induce an Indian war,
with its terrible _barbarities and enormous expem;e to the government.
SOUTHERN SUPE-RINTENDENCY .

. Affairs in this superintendency, composing the tribes and nations belonging to
the Indian country south of Ka.nsas, and the Oaages, residing upon a large
reservation within the limits of- that State, have been in such peculiar condit_ion
f>r nearly the whole period since my last annual report · that we are without
official data for such statement of the present condition of the Indians as has
been usual; and as no annual report is received from the late superintendent,
Mr. Sells, who resigned to take effect October 1 instant, and whose successor
has been appointed, but who has not yet been qualified and taken possession of
the office, we are further embarrassed in the preparation of our summary at the
present time.
The Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws and Chickasaws, were all
represented in this city from January till late in the summer, and the treaty
arrangements. finally consummated with them have been fully mentioned heretofore in this report. The peo ple of the various tribes, meanwhile, remained
in their own country,. to a considerable extent dependent upon the government
for the means to keep them from actual suffering ; the condition of themilel ves
and their country, as described in the· annual report of last year, being such as
to preclude the possibility of their doing anything of consequence last year for
their own support. It was necessary, therefore, to supply them with the means
of subsistence until they could raise a crop. As to the success which has
attended their efforts in that direction, this office is not advised; but entertains
the hope that, with the ret~rn of peace, and the settlement of the disturbances
among them arising from the late war, they will speedily recover their form er
prosperous condition. Indeed, we may fairly go further than this, and predict
that, und~r tl1e provisions of their late treaties, they will now make more rapid
progress than before in all the elements of Christian civilization.
The Witchitas and affiliated tribes, who formerly resided in the country
leased from the Choctaws, were taken back to their former homes, and, as this
office was advised ,in March, were preparing to plant their crops, but were hindered in their work for want of necessaq implements. The agent also reported
great destitution among them. Whiskey had been brought among them by
Indians from Kansas, and had made much trouble. It is a common practice
for unruly spirits, impatient of the restraints of civilization, or other partie::>,
disheartened by the manner in which they have been plundered by unscrupulous
whites in Kansas, to leave their reservations and proceed to the Indian country,
joining the bands herein referred to; so that it is a difficult agency to manage
satisfactorily. Among these people are also fragments of tribes from Texas, as
the Tonkawas, Lipans, &c., and the Caddoes and Comanches are represented
among them. A new agent has recently been appointed for these Indians, and
we may expect to obtain shortly some official information as to their condition.*
With the Osages, and_other Indians of the Neosho agency, we have kept up
more frequent communication; and reference under the head of" Indian treaties" has been already maue to the arrangements consummated with that tribe.
The Quapaws, Senecas, and Confederated Senecas and Shawnees, have been
engaged quietly upon their old reservations, and nothi~g of special interest has
* For several reports from this superintendency see Appendix.
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c urn,cl among them, a. ide from certain treaty arrangements betw~en t?emselves,
which th y a. ked the sanction of the government, but to wh1eh It w~s not
c1 'IIIPd advic·able to give formal con;;ent at present, for the reason that It was
in ntlt'd to recommend formal treaties with these people, by which some of the
1;uwllr·r Kan , tribes might obtain a home with them, as was understood to be
tl w d . ir of all the parties intere::;ted. 'l'he Senecas confederated with the
, 'hawn r. propo c to sell to their allies, the Shawnees, their interest in the ·
r ·: n·ation, and to become confederated with the other band of Senecas ; and
th en to ell or give to the Wyandotts of Kansas a home with them. It is
rcpr nt d that the Senecas are willing to give this land to the Wyandotts
under an old under~ tanding, placed in the form of a written treaty, November
22, 1 .59, wherein the Senecas acknowledge their obligations to the Wyandotts
for giving them a home in Ohio, and desire to reciprocate the favor. A copy of
thi. allcg d agreement, which, however, does not appear to hav:e ever been
r ·cognized by government or taken effect, is placed among the accompanying
documents. 'l'he position of the W yandotts in reference to this subject is refcrrC'd to under the head of the Central Superintendency, in remarks upon the
'laware agency, to which they belong.
'rhe condition of the large number of blacks, formerly slaves of the Indians
of thi uperintendency, having been represented as one of great hardship,
r nlting from the fact that a portion of the people refused to recognize the
re ult of the war in making them free, it was deemed advisable to take meaFmc. in their behalf; and Major General Sanborn was, at the request of the
department, detailed on duty as a special commissioner, to act under instructions
from this office, but, so far as practicable, under the regulations of the Freedmen's Bureau, and obtaining necessary supplies from that quarter. On proceediu g to l1is field of duty, he found abundant occasion for his services, and accomplished much good . His efforts, and the assurance gradually impressed
upon the Indians that these men were no longer slaves, together with the good
behavior and industry of the blacks themselves, were so succesBful that under
date of April 13, 1866, he was able to ask to be relieved from duty, reporting
that the 1~ghts of the freedmen were fully acknowledged ; that not more tha.n one
hundred and fifty persons bad required ·the issue of rations during the previous
month ; that the demand for their labor was abundant, and recommended the
di 'COntinuance of the services of a c_otnmissioner. This was accordingly done,
and the rights of these people have since been permanently secured by the
treaties heretofore referred to.
t

GREEN BAY AGENCY.

The annual report of Agent 1\iartin, who succeeded 1\ir. Davis, in 1\iay of
thi year, has been received, and is full upon all points necessary for an understanding of the condition of the Indians under hi s charge, comprising the Oneida , numbering 1,104, the Menomonees, 1,376, and th e Stockbridges, 152, residing upon three reservations in the northern part of Wisconsin.
The report gives a somewhat favorable view of the condition of the Oneidas,
who seem for the most part to be an energetic and industrious people, though their
advance in civilization is much hindered lJy their vicinity to large towns, where the
mean of indulgence in intoxication and other vices are abundant, in spite of stringent law. intended for their protection. 'l'hey are doing much and p ~rmanent damage to their reserve by the improvident manner in which they are cutting off its
timber. 'l'he agent doe not favor individual allotments of land to the tribe, for
re~ ons presented in h~s repo.rt. The schools are reasonably successful and
fau·ly attended.
ne of them 1s taught by an educated On eida, who was placed
in charge la .. t Ppring, after a full con ideration of the circumstances calling for
a change. The present agent thinks that the missionary board should still re-
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tain control of the school. Further consideratior: will be given to this subject
as soon as practicable.
The Oneidas have raised this year about 33,000 bushels of grain, 13,500
bushels of potatoes, and 584 tons of hay, and own over 1,500 head of horses and
other stock. They find a ready market at Green Bay and other towns for their
surplus produce.
'J:1he lVIenomonees are unfortunate in the character of the soil of their r eservation, and their efforts in cultivatiJ;Ig crops meet with a poor return. Were they
more favorably situated, their improvement would be rapid, since they are quite
industrious and disposed to the pursuits of agriculture. '.f1hey are, among other
lndians, specially notable for their desire to have their children educated, and
the schools among· them are well attended. The teachers pay commendable
attention to the education of the girls in the arts of housewifery, and the influence of this course upon the manners of the people is sensibly felt. Observation
of t 11e devotion of these · teacherR to their work, in which they have long been
engaged, has led this office to include them among those to whom the experiment of introducing the Kindergarten system is intrusted, and good results are
hoped for.
.
.
'.f1he question for some time pending as to the right of the State of Wisconsin to
certain sections ofland within the Menomonee reservation, has been decided during
the year adversely to the State. These Indians raised but a small crop this year,
but made about 75,000 pounds of maple sugar, for which a ready sale was found.
The Stockbridges, who purchased some years since two townships of the
Menomonee reservation for a permanent home, are less favorably situated than
either of the other tribes of the agency. Theh· soil is poor, and the cold, wet
seasons, and frosts occurring nearly every month of the year, make it difficult for
them to procure a living by farming. Indeed, so discouraged are most of the
people, that but little effort is now made in that direction; many of the men
hiriug as laborers upon farms in the northern part of Wisconsin. It has been
neceseary to purchase provisions for their relief on several occasions. The tribe
now numbers but 152. ~-,eeling themselves but sojourners in Wisconsin, and
hoping and desiring that another home may be provided · for them elsewhere,
they make but little effort to overcome the difficulties in their way. It is earnestly recommended that arrangements be made with this remnant of a tribe long
friendly with the whites, .and willing to labor for their own support, whereby
they can be removed to a more genial climate and fertile soil. '.f1he school of
this tribe has had an average of twelve in attendance, and the children exhibit
willingness and capacity to learn. The teacher is also their missionary, and a
church of some twenty members bas grown up under his care.
Altogether the Stockbridges show themselves worthy of the guardian care
of the government by their intelligence, good order, and sobriety.
rr,hey raised this year about 1,900 bushels of grain, 1,550 bushels of potatoes,
and 40 tons millet, cultivating in all 145 acres.

CHIPPEWAS OF THE MISSISSIPPI.
This important agency has under its charge Obippewa.Indians of three classes,
under treaty stipulation s, but all belonging to one race, speaking the same language, differin~ very li~tle in thei: customs and habits, except so far as the
greater acquamtance w1tb the wb1tes may have taught a portion of them the
vices of civilization. 'rhe · population of the bauds known by treaty .as the
"Chippewas of 1\fissiseippi '' proper, is 2,166; that of the Pillager and Lake
Winnebagoshish bands is returned at 1,899, and that of the Red Lake and Pembina bands, far to the north, is 2,114, making a total of 6,179, being Rn increase
of more than 150 since the previous census. It is not safe to assume in all cases
an actual increase or decrease in the population of our Indian tribes from the
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census returns, as they migrate hither and thither; but when a tribe is paid
annuities which are sufficient for substantial relief, as is the case with these Indians, they may be generally expected to be present at the annual census to be
enrolled for payment. In the case of the Chippewas, also, the last year has been
a productive one f.o1· their farming, hunting and fishing, and sugar-making oper.ations, and thus they have 'been comfortable.
With the exception of two occasions-one at Crow Wing, the other at Leech
lake, where disturbances, which for a time threatened to be serious, were caused
by too much whiskey, furnished as usual by white people-the Indians have been
peaceable and friendly. The most earnest efforts have been made by A gent
Clark to stop the whiskey traffic, and he has succeeded by great effort s, and at
great expense for the journey and subsistence of witnesses, in getting a number
of parties indicted, who were to be tried in the United States court at St. Paul
during the present month.
The great abundance of rabbits last winter proved to be of much use in furnishing food, and one firm of traders purchased 14,000 skins of that animal. In
the spring the Indians made large quantities of maple sugar. the agent mentioning one family living near Leech lake, which made 1,800 pounds of sugar.
Cranberries are plenty, also, and for these, as well as for their sugar, ·they find
ready sale at fair prices. To a considerable extent, also, many of th ese Indians, particularly about Leech lake, cultivate the soil, and their crops have been
good. The Pembina Indians are too far distant from the agency to have received
much attention from the agent, and we have but little information concerning
them.
The site for the new agency at Leech lake was selected in the spring, and
measures, long delayed, were at once taken to proceed to the erection of the
necessary buildings for the agency, and the accommodation of the various employes, and of the schools, shops, &c., provided for in the treaty with these Indians, and this work has been proceeding with energy, so that som~ portion of
the buildings will be ready for occupation this winter. Contract~ were made
and forwarded for approval, providing for breaking and preparing lands for cultivation as per treaty, but the price seemed high, and, upon later examination,
it has been deemed advisable to delay this work to give an opportunity for the
Indians to make selections for themselves, which they will probably do from
lands not requiring so much labor in preparing them for crops.
These Indians are well- disposed and quite intelligent, and great hopes are
entertained of their progress in civilization when the arrangements contemplated
by their treaties are consum!J:!.ated. With liberal annuities, a country teeming
with game and fish, abundance of timber, plenty of good farming lands, provisions for schools, and a people willing, for the most part, to make good use of
th ese advantages, there is no reason why these Chippewas should 110t advance
rapidly in obtaining means of comfortable subsistence, and in acquiring that knowledge which will fit them for civHized life. Whiskey is still with them, as with
others, the bane of their existence, but the persistent efforts made to prevent its
use among them meet with some degree of success.
The amount of individual property owned by these Indians is estimated at
$ 85,000. They have cultivated 650 acres of land, with an aggregate product
of 7,200 bushels of corn, :tnd 7,000 bushels of vegetables; besides which they
have gathered 7,000 bushels of wild rice, made 200,000 pounds of maple sugar,
and sold furs to the amount of $55,000.
CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR.

be

Agent Webb's annual report has not arrived; a fact probably to accounted
for by his necessary absence on the duty of conveying supplies of goods to, and
selecting a reservation for, the Bois Forte band of Chippewas, on the north side
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of Lake Superior, in Minnesota. Reference has been made in that portion of
this report devoted to Indian !;reaties, to the arrangement made with this band,
.
as being a favorable one for ~hem as well as for the government.
At the time of the negotiations held with their delegated chiefs in this city,
last spring, they were accomranied by several chiefs of the Chippewas residing
in Wisconsin, who thought they had an interest in .the lands to be disposed of to
the government. Unfortunately the small-pox broke out among this last named
delegation, and three of them, A-moose, Squa-ba-vis, and St. Germain, died of
the disease. Partly to assuage their grief, in a manner usual among them, and
partly to satisfy their fancied claim to the land, provision was made in the treaty
to give the Lac l!-,lambeau band the sum of $5 ,000, and to continue, for the benefit of the Indians on the south side of the lake, certain stipulations involving a
.
·
small sum annually.
The Indians at Bad river have expressed a desire to have a Catholic church
built upon their reservation, and as those in charge of the interests of that denomination proposed to erect it at their own expense, permission has been
granted. The Protes tant Mission school, long established at that place, may have
been very successful, but thus far this office has failed to obtain the information .
necessary to decide the question. The reports show a fair average attendance .
of scholars, but nothing more is known of these schools. Scattered as these
bands of Chippewas are, .it is difficult to do anything effectual for them in the
way of education. Were they concentrated upon a single reservation, we might
hope to do them some good.
WINNEBAGOES AND POTTAW ATOMIES OF WISCONSIN.

':rhis agency is an anomaly in the Indian service, having been sp~cially authorized by Congress for the care of members of the tribes indicated, who in part
remained behind when their brethren, after selling their lands to the government,
migrated to the westward; and partly of bands, varying in numbers from year
to year, who return to their old haunts and live a precarious life by begging,
picking berries, trapping, .&c., rather than settle down upon reservations and
betake themselves to the pursuits of agriculture. Occasionally they give the
border settlers some trouble, especially when supplied with whiskey, but
usually they are very peaceable. No complaints of bad conduct by the Winnebagoes have come to this office during the past year, but we have several times heard
of Pottawatomies making themselves too free about the border settlemen ts, by
turning their ponies loose, &c. On referring these complaints to the agent for
inquiry, however, his report has been accompanied by statements of settlers,
giving their opinion that the Indians do no harm. It is certainly desirable that
these people should j oin their tribes upon their respective reservation s ; but tllis
could not be effected without the use of force, and it seems hardly necessary to
undertake such a movement so long as they are as peaceable as at present.
Agent Lamoreux reports the number of the Winnebagoes at about 700, and
of the Pottawatomies at 650, these being estimates, as no actual census h as been
taken of these roving bands and families scattered about the central and western
part of the State. Here and there they have raised a little corn in patches,
cultivated as usual by the squaws, but for the most part they dep en d upon
game, fish, and the sale of berries, furR, &c., obtaining also some comforts towards
winter from the distribution of goods to them by the government. The Winnebagoes are mostly in the counties of Juneau, Adams, and Wood; the Pottawatomies about Lake Horicon, in Dodge county, and in Portage and Waupacca
counties.
rl'he agent recommends that a reservation be set apart for the Winnebagoes
in Wisconsin, but this office is not prepared to recommend such action.
These Indians have no schools and no desire for any. To all in te!lts and purposes they are as much heathen as the tribes of the interior of Africa.
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The appropriation for their relief was reduced at the last session of Congress
from $10, 000 to $5,000. So small an amount will scarcely suffice for the purpose intended, that of furnishing these Indians with enough of the necessary
supplies to sustain life during the long inclement season of that northern climate,
so a.s to preclude the necessity of stealing from the settlers. 'If any appropriation of the kind is made it should be large enough to be of substantial use. . ·
MACKINAC AGENCY.

The annual report of this agency, comprising the Indians of Michigan , is at
hand. but not complete, owing to the failure of statistics from one of its subdivisions.
The tribes of the agency, as classed , under various treaties, are as follows :
· Ottawas and Chippewas, 502; Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan creek, and Black
river, 1,562; Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies, 232; Chippewas of Lake
Superior, 1,058; Pottawatomies of Huron, 46; total 7,925; showing an increase
of 76 since the last report.
The statistics ·deficient are those of the Chippewas of S(;t,ginaw, &c. Leaving
these bands out of the question, the number whose statistics are reported is 6,363;
·and the number of bushels of grain raised is stated at 44,000; bushels of potatoes, 91,000; tons of hay, 2,500; pounds maple sugar, 233,000; and value of
furs sold, $40,000.
Among the educational statistics the :::aginaw bands are includeil, and there
are 22 schools with 934 scholars, and seventeen missionaries of different denominations labor among them. ·
Nothing of special interest has occurred in regard to these Indians during the
past year, except the ratification of the treaty made in 1864 with the Chippewas of Saginaw, &c., with amendments to which they have agreed. Good
effects are anticipated from the operation of this treaty, in the concentration of
the people upon one reservation, and the establishment of a good school thereon.
The same policy should be pursued in regard to the other bands of this agency.
Scattered as they are upon numerous reservations widely separated, it is impossible for an agent to give them proper supervision, and the Indians suffer great
annoyance from being interspersed among the white settlements. Many of the
people have expressed the desire to make the necessary treaty arrangements.
Earnest efforts, which meet with considerable success, are being made by the
agent to prevent the furnishing of liquor to the Indians; and a late decision of
the Supreme Court of the United States in a case appealed from this agency,
being in favor of the prosecution, has aided his efforts very materially.
NEW YORK AGENCY.

The people under the charge of .Agent Rich, whose he;1dquarters are at
Akron, Erie county, New York, are the remains of the several tribes forming
the ancient and powerful confederation known as the C::ix Nations. They have
now dwindled down to a population of about 4,000, residing mostly in the
southwest part of the State of New York, upon certain reservations long ago
set apart, but some few bands and parties being scattered about nearer the central part of the State. For the mo t part the people are industrion s, as well
as intelligent, in the care of their farms, and succeed in obtaining a fair living
by their labor; as to many of them, it may be said that they are not surpassed
by the whitE:s in the care and diligence with wJ ich they pursue their bu"iness,
or the success which crowns their efforts, as may be seen at the annual fairs
which have been instituted among them. These Indians exhibit a great interest
in the education of their children, and as their location is such as to give them
the benefit of the common school system of the State of New York, they are
not slow to· avail themselves of the privilege, there being 23 schools among
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them, containing 872 scholars-a larger proportion of scholars to the total population than obtains in most white communities.
The health of the people has generally been good during· the past year, and
in spite of the ravages of small-pox among the 'ronawandas, by which 44
persons died, the aggregate number of births in the agency has exceeded the
deaths. 'l'he Tonawandas are Nery anxious for the establishment of a manual
labor boarding school~ and have asked the State of New Yo\k for aid for the
purpose, promising, upon their part, to p1·ovide fifty acres of land and $3,000
from their funds for such a school. It is to be hoped that they may be
successful in their efforts:
The agent returns the individual wealth of the New York Indians at $310,000,
but I doubt whether the whites could buy their stock, personal property, and
improvements to~day for a much greater sum.
The New York Indians have be(·n, from time to time, pressing upon the government the settlement of a claim to a large ·amount-about 500,000 acres-of
land in Kansas, which was secured to them npon the cession to the United
States of their rights to land in Wiscon~,;in. Very few of the Indians removed
to Kansas; and after long delay action was taken by the department, some
years ago, by which these Indian lanrls were thrown open to white settlement.
It is my opinion that the Indians have a valid claim against the government
arising out of this transaction; but when the case came up during the past year
it was not deemed advisable to undertake departmental action. I trust that
Congress will, by legislation, provide for an equitable settlement of this claim.
STATISTICS.

Preparing this report at an ea~lier day than usual; I am unable to pi·esent a
summary, drawn from the statistical tables furnished by the superintendents and
agents, showing the aggregate amount of the products of industry, individual
wealth, schools, population, &c.; but these tables, as rapidly as they arrive, are
being digested, and the annual table::; will be carefully made up and corrected
in time for publication as usual with the accompanying documents. So far as
any judgment can be formed from the figures already at hand, the operations of
the year have been unusually successful, and the progress of the Indians, in
many cases, towards civilization very satisfactory.
Carefully prepared tables will also show the amount of trust funds held by
the . department for the various tribes in detail, as well as the transactions in
reference to the sales and payments for Indian lands during the year.
CONCLUSION.

Having thus presented a general summary of events connecteJ. with the Indian
service during the past y ear, with such recommendations as I have deemed advisable for its improvement, I have only to close this my second and last annual
report with the remark, that it has been my earnest desire, since taking charge
ot the bureau, so to conduct its operations that they might prove of real benefit
to the interesting people whose interests are involved, and by expressing a con;tident hope that these efforts, in spite of the many obstacles to complete success,
will be fuund to have availed to sou1e extent for their good.
Respectfully submit.teu :
D. N. COOLEY,

Commissioner.
Hon. 0. H.

BRoWNING,

Sec'!'cta7'Y

o/ tke Interi01·.
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LIST OF PAPERS ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT OF COMMISSIO~ER OF
INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR Ul66.
WASHINGTON SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 1.
No.2.
No. 3.
No. 4.
No. 5.
No. 6.

Letter relative to Tulalip scl:wol and memorial of legislature.
Agent ·Webs'ter's report of Makah agency.
Report of Sub-Agent Knox-arrest of criminals.
Reports of Agent 'Vebster.
Reports relative to Neah Bay school.
Agent Paige's report relative to Spokane Indians.
OREGON.SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 7. Superintendent Huntington's annual repott.
No.8, Agent Harvey's report, Grande Ro~de agency.
No. 9. Report of teacher.
No. 10. Agent Smith's repo~·t, Warm Springs agency.
No. 11. Teacher's report.
No. 12. Sub-Agent Collins's report, Alsea agency.
No. 13. Agent Simpson's report, Siletz agency.
No. 14. Agent Barnhart's r~port, Umatilla agency.
No. 14a. Teacher's report, Umatilla agency.
No. 15. Agent Applegate's report, Klamath and Modoc agency.
CALIFORNIA SUPERINTENDENCY.

No; 16.
No. 17.
No. 18.
No. 19.
No. 20.
No. 21.
No. 22.
No. 23.
No. 24.

Superintendent Maltby's annual report.
Agent Stockton's report, Hoopa Valley reservation.
Agent Fairchild's report, Round Valley reservation.
Agent Hoffman's report, Tule River reservation.
Special Agent Kingsbury's report, Smith River reservation.
Superintendent Maltby's report i·elative to execution of Indian.
Special Agent Stanley's report, Mission Indians.
Superintendent's estimates for schools.
0 ffice report on California reservations.

No. 25.
No~ 26.
No. 27.
No. ~8.

Superintendent Leihy's report, January 16, IF366.
Letter of H. Ehrenberg on proposed reservations.
Special Agent Feudge's report, July, 1866.
1
Dr. C. H. Lord's report, Papagos, &c.

ARIZONA SUPERINTENDENCY.

NEVADA SUPERINTENDENCY.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

29. Superintendent Parker's annual report.
30. Agent Campbell's annual report.
31. Report of farmer, Truckee River reservation.
32. Superintendent Parker's letter relative to trespassers.
33. Superintendent Parker's estimates for manual labor school.
UTAH SUPERINTENDENCY.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

Superintendent Head's annual report.
Ag nt Mann's report, Fort Bridger agency.
uperintendent Head's lett r, vi it of Washakee.
Superintendent Head's lett r relative to Indian hostilities.
Superintendent Head's letter relative to same subject.
39. upcdntendent Head's letter relative to increase of salaries.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
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NEW MEXICO SUPERINTENDENCY,

No. 40. Report of J. K. Graves, special agent.
No. 41. Abstract of papers accompanying same.
No. 42. Office report on estimates for expenses of Bosque Redondo reservation.
No. 43. Annual report of Superintendent Norton, (extracts.)
No. 44: Special Agent Ward's report, Pueblos, (extracts.)
No. 45. Agent Dodd's report, Navajoes, (extracts.)
No. 46. Report of surgeon United States army hospital, Bosque Redondo.
No. 47. Superintendent Norton's report relative to Comanches, July, 1866.
No. 48. Superintendent Norton's report relative to hostilities by Utes.
No. 49. Memorial of legislature, relative to depredations.
COLORADO SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 50.
No. 51.
No. 52.
No. 53.
No. 54.
No. 55.

Annual. report of Governor Cummings, superintendent ex officio.
Letter of Governor Cummings, February 14, 1866.
Report of Agent Oakes, February 12, 1866.
Letter of Governor Cummings, June 9, 1866.
Instructions to Governor Cummings, July 22, 1866.
Correspondence relative to recent hostilities.
DAKOTA SUPERINTENDENCY•

.No. 56. Report of Major General Corse, January 11, 1R66, disposition of Indians for peace.
No. 57. Report of Governor Edmunds, February 15, 1866-suffering of Indians.
No. 58. Report of Special Agent Day, March, 1866-suffering of Indians.
No. 59. Report of Governor Edmunds, March 7, 1866-suffering of Indians.
No. 60. Report of Agent Hanson-traffic in liquor.
No. 61. Office reply to Agent Hanson.
No. 62. Report of Governor Edmunds, relative to settlement of Sioux and Crow Creek.
No. 63. Letter of General Curtis, May 30, relative to conduct of Indians.
No. 64. Report of northwestern treaty commissioners to Upper Missouri Indians.
No. 65. Annual report of Governor Edmunds, superintendent ex officio.
No. 66. Resolution of House of Representatives, relative to Dakota agencies.
No. 67. Report of Special Agent Johnston, relative to Yancton agency.
No. 68. Report of Special Agent Graves, relative to Yancton agency.
No. 69. Request of Agent Conger for medals for Yancton chiefs.
No. 70. Annual report of Agent Potter, Poncas.
IDAHO SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 71.
No. 72.
No. 73.
No. 74.
No. 75.
No. 76.

Report of Governor Lyon, March 1, 1866.
Report of Special Agent Hough.
Annual report of Governor Ballard, superintendent ex officio.
Letters relative to proposed reservation for Spokanes.
Agent O'Neill's annual report, Nez Perces.
Report of farmer at Nez Perces agency.
[MONTANA SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 77. Report of Acting Governor Meagher, December 14, 1865.
No. 7/t. Correspondence showing hostilities of Blackfeet.
No. 78. Letter of Acting Governor Meagher, relative to Bannocks and Shoshones.
No. 79. Letter of Agent Chapman, relative to desire of Spokanes to remove to Flathead agency.
No. 80. Letter of Agent Chapman, relative to Hudson Bay Company traJe.
No. 80a. Office reply to Agent Chapman.
No. 81. Report of H. D. Upham, in charge of Blackfoot agency.
No. 82. Report of Agent Wright, August 30, 1866, Blackfoot agency.
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NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.

No. 83. Letter of Colonel Maynadier, January 25, 1866; commanding at Fort Laramie.
No. 84. Major General Pope to Secretary of Interior, February 12, 1866.
No. 85. Major General Dodge to General Pope, March 12, 1866.
No. 86. Colonel Maynadier's letter-burial of a daughter of a Sioux chief.
No. 87. Report of treaty commission at Fort Laramie).
No. 88. Agent Patriek's report, upper Platte agency.
No. 89. Superintendent Taylor's annual report.
No. 90. Agent Mathewson's report, Winnebago agency.
No. 91. Agent Furnas's report, Omaha agency.
No. 92. Report of teacher, Omaha agency.
· No. 93. Report of Superintendent Taylor-allotments at Omaha agency.
No. 94.' Agent Smith's report, Otoe aud Missouri agency.
No. 95. Agent Norris's report, Great Nemaha agency.
No. 96. R eport of Agent Wheeler-attack by Sioux upon Pawnees.
No. 97. Letter of Superintendent Taylor relative to reported Indian hostilities.
No. 98. Letter of General Cloud to the superintendent, charging hostilities upon P awnees and
other tribes, and reply.
Papers relating to Santee-Sioux.

No. 99. Recommendations of Superintendent Taylor, February 20, 1866.
No. 100. Withdrawal from sale of lands at Niobrara.
No. 101. L etter of R ev. H. W. Reed relative to removal of Indians.
No. 102. Office report, April20, 1866, relative to disposition, Santee-Sioux matters, and funds.
No. 102a. Draught of proposed bill.
No. 103. L etter of Ron. W. A. Burleigh to President protesting against removal of Indians.
·
No. 104. Office report on same.
No. 105. Report of Rev. H. W . R eed relative to Indians at Crow creek.
No. 106. Office report relative to Sioux, in answei· to resolution of House of R epresentatives.
No. 107. Instruction to Special Agent Kilpatrick to take charge of Sioux released at DaYenport.
No. 108. Report of Special Agent Kilpatrick.
No. 109. L etter of Commissioner of Land Office relative to Niobrara reservation.
No. 11 0. Report of Special Agent Adams relative to friendly Sioux of Minnesota.
No. 111 . Report of same, June 25, 1866.
No. 11 1a. L etter of Right Rev. A. B. Whipple-claims of friendly Sioux.
No. 11 2. Letter of northwestern treaty commissioners relative to J. R. Brown.
No. 11 3. Annual report of Agent Stone, Santee-Sioux agency.
No. 11 4. Report of teacher, Santee-Sioux agency.
No. 115. Report of farmer, Santee-Sioux agency.
No. 116. Report of Superintendent Taylor-preparations for winter, Santee-Sioux agency.
CEN TRAL SU PERINT ENDENCY.

No. 117.
No. 11 .
No. 119.
No. 120.
No. 121.
No. 1:U.
No. 123.
No. 12.1.
No. 125.
o. 126.
No. 127.

Superintendent Murphy's annual report.
Agent Pratt's annual report, Delaware agency.
Delaware code of Jaws.
Report of teacher, Delaware agency.
Corre pondence relative to Wyandott affairs.
Report of special agent, relative to Wytmdotts.
Agent. Adams's annual report.
Report of special aO"ent-efforts to make tr aty with Ki ckapoos.
Ag nt Abbot's annual report, hawnee agu ..JCy.
Office repot:t, Otto ...va niv,rsity.
ommunication from Ottawa I ndians.
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No. 128. Agent Palmer's annual report, Pottawatomies.
No. 129. Report of teacher, Pottawatomies.
No: 130. Letter of H. C. Henderson.
No. 131. Agent Martin's annual report, Sac and Fox agency.
No. 132. Report of Special Agent Irwin~investigation at Sac and Fox agency.
No.1::13. Letter of Agent Martin, Sacs and Foxes at Iowa.
No. 134. Queries by Chippewas of Kansas as to their status.
No. 135. Office reply to above.
No. 136. Report of Superintendent Murphy-annuity payment to· Sacs and Foxes.
No. 137. Agent Farnsworth's annual report, Kansas agency.
No. 137 a b. Reports of sehool at Kansas agency.
No. 138. Report of agent relative to Kansas agency school.
No. 139. Report of Captain Gordon, U.S. A., March 5, H:l66-escort with goods for Arapahoes, &c:
No. 140. Report of Major WynkoQp, April 8, 1866-conference with Arapahoes, &c.
No. 141. Instructions to Major Wynkoop, July 25, 1866.
No. 142. Report of Major Wynkoop, August 11, 1866.
No. l 43. Report of Agent Taylor, Arapahoes, Cheyennes, &c.
No. 144. Superintendent Murphy sends letter of Agent Taylor of October 6, 1866.
SOUTHERN SUPERIN'l'ENDENGY.

No. 145.
No. 146.
No. 147.
No. 148.
No.149.

Letter from Superintendent Sells, September 30, 1866, no annual report.
Office report relative to dispo'>ition of Iudians for territorial government.
First report of Major General Sanborn , in charge of freedmen.
Report of Major General Sanborn.
Final report of Major General Sanborn-asks to be relieved.
GEEEN BAY AGENCY.

No. 150. Agent Martin's annual report.
No. 150 a. Report of teachers of Oneida mission school, Episcopal.
No. 150 b. Report of teachers of Oneida mission school, Methodist.
No . .150 c. Report of teachers of Stockhridge mission school.
No. 150 d e f. Report of teachers of Menomonee schools.
No.l50 g hi. Report of Farmer Miller and Smith, Menomonee agency.
No. 151. Office letter to agent-relief of Stockbridges.
No. 152. Department letter-claim of Wisconsin to certain lands.
CHIPPEWAS OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

No. 153. Agent Clark's annual report.
No.153t. Report on location of new agency.
No. 154. Agent's report relative to prosecutions for sale of liquor.
No. 155. Agent's report relative to threatened disturbance at L eech lake.
No. 156. Agent's report relative to same subject.
CHlPPEWAS OF LAKE

SUPER~OR.

No. 157. Agent Webb's report relative to church at Bad river.
WINNEBAGOES AND POTTAWATOMlES OF WISCONSIN.

No. 158. Agent Lamoreux's annual report.
MACKINAC AGENCY.

No. 159. A~nt Smith's annual report.
No. 160. Memorial of citizens for restoration to market of Indian lands.
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NEW YORK AGENCY.

No. 161. .Agent Rich's annual re.port.
MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.

No. 162.
No. 163.
No. 164.
.No.165.
No. 166.
No.167.
No. 168.
No. 169.
No. 170.
No. 171.
No. 172.
No. 173.

Correspondence relative to taxation of Indian lands.
Decision. of United States Supreme Court in Michigan-liqttor ~ses.
Office report relative to licenses .
Report relative to Kindergarten schools.
Enactment of July, 1o66, :r:elative to lieenses---=.statistics.
Indian trust land sales.
Indian trust funds, 1, 2, 3.
Liabilities of the United States to Indian tribes.
Population, schools, individual property, ·&c.
Farming statistics, products of industry, &c.
Recapitulation of statistics of 1866 compared with 1865 and 1864.
Census for Indian tribes .c~mected for 1866.

'I NDEX -TO 'APPENDIX.
WASHINGTON SUPERINTENDENCY.

No.1 Report of Rev. E. C. Uhirouse, teacher of Tulalip school.
NEW MEXICO.

No.2. Report of .Agent Romero, :Pueblos.
MONTANA,

No 3. .Report of Agent Chapman, Flathead agency.
NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.

No.4. Annual report of D. H. Wheeler, late agent Pawnees.
No.5. Annual report of J. B. Maxfield, teacher of Pawnee school.
SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,

No.6. Annual report of J. W. Dunn, Creek agent.
No.7. Statistics of Creek agency.
No. 8. Annual report of Geo . .A. Reynolds, Seminole agE>nay.
No.9. Statistics of Seminole agency.
No.10. Annual .report of H. Shanklin, Wichita agency.
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vVASHINGTO.N SUPEB,INTENDENOY.
No.1.
OFFICE OF SUPE.RINTENDENT OF INDIAN Al~FAIItS,

Olympia, W. T., January 25, 1866.
Sm: ·rn the absence of the superintendent I have the honor to aclmowleclge the reeeipt of
your letter of November 29, relating to a letter from .J!'[tther Chirouse, of the Tulalip school,
to Hon. A. A. Denny. The copy referred to did not come to hand. The envelope appeared
to have been opened before delivered, and your letter without the enclosed copy spoken of
was received. I l1ave written ~""ather Chirouse to furnish this office a copy of the co rrespomlence spoken of, in order that your instructions may be the more promptly complied with.
Meanwhile I take pleasure m calling your attention to the enclosed memorial of the territorial legislature, as indicating the wants of a large number of Indian .a nd half-breed girls,
and the public feeling towards the enterprise of Father Chirouse.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HUNTINGDON, Chief Cled•.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
.
·
SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, WASHlNGTON TERRITORY,

Olyrnpia, .January ~0, 1866.
We, the undersigneLl membei·s of the leg islature in Washington Territory, beg leave respectfully to represent to the Commissioner of Indian Affair:> that there is an urgent necessity
among the Indians of this Territory for the establishment of a sehoul for the protection and
education of Indian girls, and that in our judgment this object can be most econornically and
most effectively attained through l~everend Father Chirouse, the present superintendent of
the Tulalip Indian school.
The very great and acknowledged benefits of that school have thus far been limited to
boys, while no provision has been made for the instruction an 1 gttardiauship of Indian girls,
who almost universally fall victims at an early age to habits of the most degrading immoral
ity. vVe therefore f11rtherbeg leave to recommend that the sum of five thousand dollars be
immediately placed in the hands of the superintendent of Inclian affairs, to be expended under his direction in the establishment of a female department of the Tulalip school, nuder the
management of the Sisters of Charity.
llfen~bers

of Couttcil.

·S. S. Ford,

Harvey K. Hines,
J. C. Houn.Bohk~lon,
E. C. ~'erguson,

John Denny,
Levi Farnsworth.

MemlJers of Housa of Represent(J,tives.

Eel wafd Eldridge,
H . C. Rowe,
A. S. Miller,
H . F. Smith,1
James McAuffy,
vV. R. Downey,
Samuel M. Caw,
Giles Ford,
Willard C. Dowen,
'l'ho~pson Dray,

James Urquhart,
M. R. Hathaway,
Alven Clark,
B. N. Sexton,
S. D. Ruddell,
C. Clymer,
L. P. B. Andre·ws,
H. G. Stieve,
'WilliaJn B. Gunnell.

No.2.
MAKAH INDIAN AGENCY, NEEAII BAY RESERVATION,

W. T.,

Marc!t 16, 1866.

Sm. :. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this clay of your letter of February 20,
18o6, calling my attention to a circular issued from the office of the Commissioner July 27,
1865, directing agents to make a full and explicit monthly report of the condition of the tribe
or tribes under their charge. I have IJ.ever received such a circular, and prior to the receipt
of your letter above mentioned was not informed of any such .requirement of the department.

68

.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

In obedience to your instructions I now furnish the following statement of the tribe under
my charg-e (the Makah) for the month of March, 186().
The location of this tribe is on the most remote northwestern portion of the possessions o-f
the U11itecl States, Cape Flattery, at the nntrauce of the straits of Fuca. They number nearly
Eewn lmnchecl (700) souls, Hnd reside at the village of Neeah, onNeeah bay, Wa-atch, Isores
and Hosett, on the Pacific coast, the last-named village being at Flattery I{ocks, £fteen Iniles
south fi·om Cape Plattery. These Indians are a hardy, bold and adventnrous tribe, deriving
their subsistence almf,st entirely from the ocean.
They are to other tribes what the inhabitants of Nantucket were formerly to the citizens of the A~lantic coast. Tbey are the whalemen, and boldly push out to sea in the canoe, in pursuit of whales, ·w.hich .are at once a source
of food and profit. What oil and blubber are not consumed by the tribe are sold to the Indians of Vancouver's island arid on the shores of the Straits of Fuca.
·
They are probably nearer tbe normal state of savage wildness than any other tdbe in this
' Territory, and seem peculiarly averse to acquiring the habits and eustoms of the whites.
The employes on the reservation have been assiduous and unwearied in their exertions fur
t.be benefit of these Indi ans and in the care of the government property, but the most that
can be said to have been e:ffeP-ted has been to keep the Indians quiet and peaceable, although
their labors have produced some good buildings and a small fal'm in a horrible wilderness.
The importattce of this service will be seen when the faet is recollected tbat directly opposite and on the shores of Vaneouver's island are numerous and powerful tribes of Indians
under British control, "''ho. have heretofore been at deadly strife with these Indians, and war
parties t'rom either side of the straits ·were of common occurrence. But while we have thus
fi.tr been successful in keeping peace among the Indians, the fact should be distinctly remembered that this tribe is fearless and never has been properly restrained.
Force is what we need, not only to carry out the ·w ise regulatiom of the department, but
to mahe them receive the benefit:> we· desire to bestow upon them. Fm instance, the childreu
sltould be compelled to attend i3Chool, and the parents made to feel the necessity of secnriflg their
n'gnlar attendance ; unless something of the kind is done, the labors of the teacher cannot at
all produce results commensurate with his zeal in their behalf. We should have force to enable us to c3tTy out our police regulations, to prevent the introduction of whiskey, and to arIest offenders. Recent indications have given me the a.Ssurance that unless we do have some
force at our disposal, these Indians will ere long commit offences of a grave nature. If an
arrangement could be made by which the steam cutter could visit the bay at least once a
month, much good would be done, but it wm be readily seen that where a people are so utterly i11different to w!tat we know is for their good, some force is requisite to teach them.
Moral suasion is very good so far as it is applicable, but with these wild savages kind treatment and mild measures seem to be productivfl of few brilliant results. I am opposed to the
quartering of soldiers on an Indian reservat-ion, both from the expem;e and from the injury
they do morally w ith the Indians. But we need and must have other assistance thari the few
employes to earry out any stringent police reg-ulations.
I therefore respectfully suggest that the co-operation of the collector of customs be invited,
to tlte end that he may cause the latter to make regular visits to Neeah bay and aid us when
required. 011e or two arrests and occasional presence of the cutter will enable .us to do more
aud to bring the Indians into better subjection to w holesomc regulations than any other means
I cau suggest.
During· the present quarter we have been short of our usual complement of employes, conSt: quently have been able to employ a considemble amount of Indian labor in clearing Janel ,
&e., which has bad the double efi'()ct of teaching such as have labored how to perform their
work properly, and to enable them to procure food such a. is used by civilized persons.
There is no denying the fact that the condition of these Indians hus been visibly improved
since we have established the agency among them, but much ·remains to be doue, and what
we Lave been unable to do by kind treatment must be attempted in some more forcible manner. 1 t does not always answer to simply teach an Indian that by pursuing a certain course
lte will be benefited. TheTe arc occasious when he should be made to feel the necessity of
obedience.
The i:olated position of this reservation, sixty miles from the nearest white settlement, and
·without roads and mail facilitic., makes it impos. ible for us to call aid from the citizens of
the T1-nitory, and I doubt tlJc ptopriety of receiving- a. sistance from citizens, and as it is evid eut tl1at the rules of the service ·will not admit of the employment of a police fomc, we
shuuld he proviclrd with a. sistance from the cutter. .
Th e ·pring ha_ving yartl,r op n
the w bole ~orce of employes is engaged in prrparing the
~rouuu tor plurttwg, w wh1tewashwg and cleanmg the gov rnment buildmgs, and preparing
for :,ummer work.
Very re pectfnlly, your obedient servant,

?'

HENRY A. WEB TER,
"\Y. II.

WATERl\1 N,

E . q.,

uperinlendent of Indian .Affairs, Olympia.

Indian .Agent.
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No.3.

Rcp01·t of Sztb-A![ent Knox.
OLYMPIA, vVA8HINGTON TERRITORY,

April ~6, 1866.
SIR: Recent ev~nts in the Indian service rende r it proper for me to ·submi.t the following
report:
Relations between the Neeah Bay Indians and some of the bands under my jurisdietion,
viz, the Clallams and Elwahs, living along the straits at the town port of tbe sound,
have for a long time been unfriendly.
The murder of Snell, a faithfu l Neeah Bay Indian, in 1861, by Clallams, and the long delay
of the department to settle the claims ari~ing from tl1at murder, has been a sore, festering in
the minds of the Neeah Bay Indians ever since : and they have also been emboldened to acts•
of violence b.Y the impunity of the Quillehute murderers, who ought to luwe been arrested
and punished long ngo, if for no other reason, as a salutary lesson to other desperate Indians,
who, taking advantage of the indifference of tbe government to a most fl.ttgrant crime, com mitted upon a white man, h~:tve been emboldened to resist authority, ~:tnd to trample upon tue
requisitions of the department.
·
A few weeks since my attention was called by Agent Webster, at Neeah bay, to the fact t.hHt
one of his Indians, a hold and desperate fellow, Lad committed a brutal murder at Crescent
bay upon the person of a Clallam Indian, and that the relations betw een the tribes was becomiJJg daily more threatening, and proposing to me to meet him at the scene of the difficulty
on the nineteenth of the present month.
As I was on my way tn fulfil this appointment, I met, at Olympia, on the fourteenth, Mr.
J. C. Floyd, of the Tatoosh light-house, who had just arrived from Neealt bH.y, to report. at
the office of the superinteudent of Indian affairs that this same murderer bad been arrested
by Agent Webster; bad been placed or! board a vessel in iron,., which vessel was boarded
lJy an armed baud of l1is comrade ..;, who released the prisoner, and that there was a conditiou
of dangerous insubordinMion at the Neab Hay agency.
I thereforejoined myself, in company with Mr. Floyd, to the military detachment so
promptly orden\d by youn;elf to the sccue of the difficulty. Taking· the EldnH Andersou on
Mouday morning tbe sixteenth, and receiving the military-thirty men and two howitzerson board ~tt Fort Steilacoom, we proceeded at once to Port Gamble, wh ere the officer in command and Lieutenant Kistler chartered the steamer Cyrus ..Walker, to which the expedition
was transferred, and which conveyed us to Neeah bay, mriviug there at a late hour on Tuesday night the seventeenth.
Early the next morning the murderer and his reseuen; were made prif;oners and placed on
board the steamer in continemcut, and Agent \Vebster and hi s few defcnct>lcss employes on tl 1e
reserv ation were relieved from a eondi tion of great fear aiHl danger, htwing been fur a week
at the mercy of exasper~;~.ted savages, the watehing of whom Lad vrecluded the possibility of
sleep 01; rest.
•
Having, by this prompt action, overawed the Indians, and restored the authority of tho rescr- •
vation, the expedition proceeded to Clallam bay, Agent ·webster accon1p anying·, to inquire
into the circumstances of the murder, and to reconcile, if possible, the breach between the
parties.
On learning that the murderer was in custody and on his way to prison, the Cla1lams
• see med satisfied, and we had no diffi.cnlty in gaining their coufideme and prondses of am ity.
\Ve took considerable pains to inquire of reli ab le white people re,...pecting the difficulties amo11g
the Indians in that region, and found, as I bad anticipated, that wbiskf'Y is the procuringcause of all these troubles. I found that the present adminis tration of affairs fails to rea :.: h
and correct the abuse, aud, I think, any local authority is inadequate to the emergent-.y. The
uumerous Jndi an camps along the straits are so acce~;s i ble, by means of boats from Vancouver's i~land, that unprincipled parties can c:1rry on a whiskey trade with impunity. The luc~d authorities cannot reach them, so as to correct the evi l.
.
I beg leave, therefore, respectfully to recommend the appointment of a special police to
take tLesupervi~;ion of the Indians along the coast, witl1ont regard to the agencies under which
t~e.y belong, and to travel from point to point, for the purpose of enforcing the law and reSJstmg tLe abuses uow so common and so disastrous in their results.
Having accomplished the object of our visit at Clallam bay, the expedition ,returned to
Neeah bay; and leaving twenty-five of the soldiers thPre for the defence of the reservation,
aud to enable the ageut, if pos&ible, to arrest the Quillehute murderers, the steamer returned
to Fort Steilacoorn with the prisoners and a small guard, arriving on Saturday of the same
week.
In conclusion I desire to express my fears of tbe consequences of removing the present
garrison at Fort Steilac;oom, a purpose which, I und erstand, is in contemplation . The Pl.'e~
e uce of a few soldiers on tbis sound is, in my judgment, indisapensablc to the peace lmd safety
of the eountry, and to the proper control uf the Indian tribes. The recent cventti at N ceah
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bay, referred to above, and in point on this subject, and like occurrences, would no doub-t;
be frequent but for the salutary restraint of a few bayonets ready to be used at call. I therefore beg- leave to enter my protest against the removal of the troops.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN T. KKOX,
Sub-Indian Agc'llt.

W. H.

Esq.,
Superinteizdtnt Indian Affairs, Washington Territory.

WATERMAN,

No.4.
Report of Agent Wcbste·r.
UNITED STA'I'ES lJS"DIAN RESERVATION,
NEEAH BAY, VvASHING'l'ON TERRITORY, April 19, 1866.

SIR: I have the honor to hJform you of the arrival of the steamer Cyrus Walker with a
detachment of troops, under command of Lieutenant Kistler, and of receipt of your letter of
the 15th instant, informin g me that the troops are sent to my aid for the purpose of reassexting- my authority and arresting offenders among the Indians under my charge, and that it
will be well to take the Quillehute murd erers at the same time, and in reply to state that the
efficient aid so promptly rendered has enabled me to arrest an Indian lately guilty of murclm·,
anot1Jer charged with murder, and. ten or eleven others, who reseued the first named after the
arrest ·w as made, as per my letter to you of the 12th instant, and will, if supplemented by similar a1d w ben necessary, enable me to convince the Indians that crime will not be tolerated.
H the weather had been such that the master of the steamer could have felt safe ]n taking
the ves sel outside the straits to Qnillehute, I think I should at this time be able to report the
murderers in Lands of Lieutenant Kistler, a consummation, I hope, not long to be deferrerl .
All praise iR clue Lieutenant Kistler, Surgeon \Valker, and the command, for the promptness m1d energy displayed in the means adopted to accomplish the result. Annexed I give
the nana;s of.tbe prisoners now held by Lieutenant Kistler, and to be sent to Fort Steilacoom, and respectfully suggest that the two first be imprisoned for an indefinite period and
the balance for six months, and all compelled to labor until released.
Thi s afternoon, with Agent Knox, aided by the force mentioned, 've arrested at Clallam
bay, and now detain at :N eeah bay, a woman and child, near relations of one of tl1e Quillehute
nwrderers.
I take this opporttmity to express my conviction of the necessity of having a considerable
military force retained on Puget sound, to pn:v£-nt the Indians from the commission of crime
Leretoture too common.
(Thtn follow tl1e names of prisoners, omitted in the copy.)
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WEBbTER, lndiazl Age1tt.

"'\V. H.

WATERMAN,

.Supenntcndent Indian Affairs, Washington Territory .

. Second report for Aptil, 1866.

Sm: I have the honor to offer th e following report for the month of April, J866:
In my last monthly report I stated my couviction that this tribe needed some display of
fol(:e on our part to JH·ep tl1em in checl<, and my apprehensions that unless we could ba>e
such a:s. i. lance the rrgular emp l<ly es of the reservation would be unable to enforce propPr
police regulations. My fears in this respect lutve been realized during the past month by
tl1e open resistance to my authority by a portion of the Indians residing in tLe vmage of
:Kiudicnbbet, between Neeah bay and atvich i. land.
'fhr can. e of the difficulty was in my arresting an Indian and placing him on board the
sehooner .A. J. Wei• ter to be conveyed to teilacoom miJitary po. t, a full account of which
La. already been f01wardcd by me to your office .
.At Jl p. m. the J7tll in tant, tb stean1er Cyru. Walker, having on board a detachment
of troops u11der Fir. t Li eut('nallt Ri tler, an'i"ved in th e bay, an l at daybr ak of the 1 th prot et'~h,.d to the villag. of Kiddicubuet, wl1ere a portion of the offenders were captured, and a
uflicJ ·nt mu11ber ul ho:tagi'S tal<en to ecure the delivery of the balance.
·
'J lu· pri oner , thirte n in number, w r ent to 't ilacoom First Lieutenant Ki tler and
t~,· ent) -~ix 111 •n 1 U!UillinlY b 1 e for . the purpose of enabling 'me to carry out yonr in:truchuu., to. ·tur • tl.JC ane t of the QUillebute ludian , who were engaged in the Pi ht murder
me two.:> ear JUce.
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:For the purpose ot showing the character of the prisoners, I shall at an early day send a
special report, which will include charges that have been made against them from time to
time since 1862, and which, in my judgment, should be made to operate in the degree of
punishment to be inflicted on the offenders.
·
An opportunity now presents itself for asserting our authority. over these savlliges by their
judicious punishment.
Two of the prisoners, in my judgment, taking the leg-al view of the question, merit sum
mary execution for the murders they have committed, but if they can be sent to the eastern
States, never to return-perhaps educated there-the same good would result to the tribt>,
who would believe them dead. I respectfully suggest that all the prisoners remain at Steilacoom until I can see and confer with you.
·
I avail myself of this opportunity to express my high appreciation of the promptness and
despatch you have used in forwarding assistance to me at a tim:e of great peril and danger,
not only to myself; but to the employes aud government property under my charge.
I most respectfully invite your attention, and through you the attention of the department,
to the energy, efficiency, and promptness of First Lieutenant Kistler and the men of his
command. Not only have they proved themselves soldiers in the effectual manner in which
they have discharged the duty rlevoiving upon them, bltt by tl;J.eir deportment have made a
favorable impression on the minds of the residents. The effectual. means employed uy Lieutenant Kistler will result, I doubt not, in a more orderly state of affairs among the Indians,
who, having experienced the force of the government, will be willing. to yield a more ready
obedience to the rules and requirements of the department.
·
The report of employes, as per my repo,t of labor by employes herewith, is a partial
statement of services rendered by them. In addition to the lab or enu merated by them, they
perform numberless daily jobs, necessary to the proper conduct of a farm, care of tools aud
buildings, to record and report which would require the services of a clerk, and the time uf
all is more or less required to prevent gross violations of law by the more savage of the
Indians.
Labor on the farm has been much retardea this month by weather, which h as given us bnt
few days without rain, and a fall of ll17<r inches du ring the month. The Indians on higher
lands have plauted ten a.cres with potatoes, but on the government farm, owing to its wet
co ndition, little more than preparing the ground for seed has been done.
The buildings have been repaired, and whitewashing and painting commPncecl .
'l'he presence of a miLitary force has somewhat interfered with the regular duties of the
emp loyes.
'file report of the teacher and acting physician, Mr. Swan, will show the state of the school
under Lis charge and the sanitary condition of the tribes. 'vVe canuot efl'e~.;t much in the \Hty
of iDJproving the children till the parents a re subjected to our rules.
I have been fortunate in securiu g the services of a most estimable lady and her husband to
be added to the corps of employes, and I trust tlmt her presence and teaching· will have a
more salntary influence, and be of great as~istan~.;e in imparting useful knowledge to the
triue.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WEBSTER, Indian Agent.
W. H. WATERMAN, Esq.

No.5.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Olympia, Washington Territm·y, July 2, 1866.
SIR: I have tbe honor h erewith to transmit a copy of Agent Webster's answer to your
sugg·estions in relation to the school in this agency.
My own judgn~nt of the matter is in no resped changed by tbe views of the agent expressed in this letter.
I have no fttith in the present management of the school, and I shall continue to press th e
necessity of a radical change, although I have to do it at the risk of incurring the displeasure of
the agent.
It is true that at Yakama there are some natural, local, and historieal advantages; bnt all
those advantages would avail nothing for the progress and good behavior of tlte Indians
without that constant v igilance and fidelity whic.h so highly distinguish the administration
of Agent Wilbur. And, in my opinion, the same earnest devotion to the moral, intellectnal,
and religious well-being of the Indians at Neeah bay, condue.ted in a true Christian sp irit,
would, in spite of all the impediments cited, work out satisfadory results.
.
I am confident that the view taken of this school in the letter to which tbe enclosed 1s a
reply, is a just v iew. The faets, both as regards the teacher himself personally and as regards
the rC'sults of his operations, do not justify any higher view of it. I am confident that .tlie
Cowmissioner is right in demanding improvement, and I believe the means suggested by hm1
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viz., that of the introducHon of missionary labor in place of the work now going on, is the
right means to bring about the desired ends.
·
.
I do not ac<.:ord with the notion of asking missionaries to be put into the service at tb e
cost of missionary societies. The money paid by government for the amelioration of the
condition of the Indians should be paid to just that kind of men and to no others. The choice
of men to be placed among Indians as teachers and governors is a matter of the first and
highest importance. A failure at this point is an absolute and total failure of the high results
which alone are worthy of a Christian government.
If, ~berefore, the present teacher at N eeab bay is found wanting in important particulars, I
have but one thing to ~:>ay about it, and that is that he should retire and give the place and
the pay to another who can better answer the responsible demands of the position. The policy which I adopted on entering upon the duties of my office in relation to appointees was ·
to consult tlte preferences of agents, and endeavor as far as practicable to harmonize with
them in regard to employes under them. This course was advised by those of(icers in the
service in whose judgment I placed confidence, and has generally proved satisfactory, and
because of the remoteness of the N eeab Bay agency and its difficulty of access by any regular
conveyance, I have depended more upon the will of the agent there than in other ageucies ;
but with the sehool I have never been satisfied. I have not, however, as yet thought it wise
to insist on the arbitrary removal of the teacher in face of the agent's remonstrance and in
the ab~:> ence of the proper person to take his place.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. H. WATERMAN,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

UNITED S'I'ATES INDIAN RESEl{VATION,

Nteah Buy, W. T., Jurw 20, 1866.
SIR: Your esteemed favor of 28th May, with copy of Commissioner Cooley's suggestion of
1fitb March, 18ti6, relating to the schools at this agency, was received without the delays usual
in reaching this i:<olared place.
The regret I feel at our school not having worked up to the anticipations of the department at Washington is very great, especially as the most untiring efforts have been made to
meet the hope to carry out the benignant views of the government; and I really entertam
t he hope that when the honorable Commissioner is correctly informed of the progress of aud
truthful status of the school of the Makah tribe, be will have no cause of complaint against us.
In the discharg'e of onr duty, under the instructions of the .department and laws of Congre~:>s, over that tribe that from time immemorial have exercised theft, robbery, and murder
of a ll men, an d especially the shipwrecked mariuer, as a legitimate calling, we did not expect to bring immediately, but by slow degrees, into comparison with the Yakima, a very
uld reservation upon whi ch large sums have been expended, and among Indians who from
the time of Lewis and Clark have shown no tendency to civilization, and where there is an
ag-ricultmal and industrial school, (as alone provided for us,) together with an additional
sc hool of the character selected by you for us. The view of the honorable Commissioner to
enl ist the interest of missionaries fur the benefit of the Makah school bas never been lost sight
of by me, and I entertain the hope that one of the religious societies at the east will eend us
the desired aid.
Now the appropriation of Co11gress being for an. agricultural and industrial sc!tool, will it
do Jur me to pas~:> these, change the ~:>chool, and, under a missionary teacher and wife, inaugurate "a .family school, instructing the resident children, teaching the adults in morals
and religion, uud takin g in and protecting the numerous slave children about the sound
doomed to a life of infamy, whom now we (you) have no way to protect, because we (you)
have nowhere to send them?" You are already aware, Mr. Su1;erintendent, that all the
·laves in ibe possession of the Malmhs have been elllancipated and cared for by me, au<l
whilst your IJhilanthropic views are, to my mind, admirable, I would tal!e the large liberty
of sugge ting whether the additional school at the Yakima, where eivilization too bas been
pe1feeting: Jor tweuty years, would not be a better place for tb emancipated , (not of this
u i be,) than to station tb •m at N eeah bay, coul<l w do so. The almost total abstinence
from the use of spirituous liquor , '"h en by stealtll offered the Makahs, compare!! well with
the other Indian countlies, and exb1bits the practical effects of morality preached and pracpecimens of writing will be forwarded, it i. hoped,
ticed ·uy the pte. ent t acher, J. G. 'wan.
in our u xt report. The progress of the farm, the increa ed industry of the people in other
work, will exhibit the progre ll of the agricultural ana iudustrial school ; nnd could we have,
a at Yakima, a religiou school al. o, it would be very desirable, if to be obtained without
couftict a to th denom_iuatioual charu('[er of the religious teacher.
ntil further in tructed,
I deem it my duty to follow the requirements of the laws, fulfilling the primary obj ct of
Cougr ··. -th e civilization and moral and r ligious in truction of the Indians f th e l akah
ttib · and b Jieving ~lr. '_wan to be well adapted to the po ition of ~eaeber, fur whi ·h
purpo es I do not really tLlllk L could properly be replaced, I know of no man so well
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adapted to putting them in an industrial train, and being able to make himself understood, to
explain to them the teachings of that Holy Book to which we all should look for instruction.
Hence, I repeat, to your proposal to change the management of the school, I should dee m it
an act of injustice to remove Mr. s~: an, a gentleman more successful than any teacher,
starting a year before him, among Indians of the coast tribes. and that too with the most
difficult tribes to manage. His only means of obtaining attendance at school are those of
1mch attrar:tion as he may offer, and has had no force to compel attendance. Incidental to
the agricultural and industrial pursuits taught, an effort is made to teach the fundamental
doctrines of th e Christian religion, They are hardly capable of understanding the most simple
moral and religious truths taught by our Saviour, and much less to comprehend denominational doctrines. By degrees. however, they may comprehend and practice Christianity.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WEBSTER,
Indian Agent.

Hon.

W.

H.

WATERMAN,

Supe1·intendent Indian Ajfai1·s, Washington Territo1·y.

No.6.
FORT COLLVILLE, W. T., August 12, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th instant enclosing copies of correspondence concerning a treaty with the Spokane Indians.
I am quite certain that Gary misrepre~;ented the sentiments of his people when he infqrmed
• . Chap man that it was the wish of the Spokanes to remove to and settle upon the Flat,ad reservation.
I have conversed with several leading men of the tribe upon the su~ject of a treaty, and
th eir removal to reservations, and while many of them are in favor of a treaty, th ey have invariably expressed the wish that their reservft tion be within or convenient to the country they
now claim and occupy. They reside on the Spokane river, from its mouth to the ll7tlt meridian, having no permanent homes or improvements of any kind east of this meridian, and
are in vVashiugton Territory mstcad of northern Idaho, as stated in Mr. Chapman's letter
to the department.
I propose stu,rting for the Upper Spolmne in about ten days to meM the Inclians in council ;
take an a.ceurate census of the tribe; ftscertain the feeling in regard to a tr~:>aty, and col lect
such other information bearing upon the subject of the correspondence as will em1ble me to
report fully on my retnru.
Very respectfully,
GEORGE A. PAIGE, Acting Indian Agent.
W. H. WATERMAN, Esq.,
Sup't Indian Affairs, Olympia, W. T. ·

OREGON SUPERINTENDENCY.
No.7.
WASIIINGTON, D. C., October 15, 1866.
SIR: In making my annual report for the current year, at a distance of many thousand
mil es from the Indian superintendency which I have the honor to represent, and while suffering from severe illness, it will be impossible for me to be as minute in detail as if I were at
hom e.
. The fu!l reports of the several agents,. bow ~ver, :ender it unnecessary for me to go as much
mto part1culars as has been usual. "\V1th a few bnef remarks about eac.h reservation, I shall,
th.en, confine myself to some general matters whirh do not properly come within the purview
of the agents.
GRA;NDE RONDE RESERVATION,

This reservation. consi. ts of two townships and two fractional townships of land adjoining
the Coast reservatwn, Withheld from sale by an executive order, and upon it is located the
oldest Indian agency in the superintendency.
'l'he tribes located there arc those who earliest came into intercourse with white people,
and they therefore exhibit most completely the effect of civilization upon the savage. There
has been among them a steady progress in useful arts; a constant though slow advance in
education, and a regular diminution in numbers. They are always peaceable and well-behaved when whiskey can be kept away from them. Most of them are industrious and thrifty.
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They are lo cated upon the border of an extensive white settlement, and are therefore 1-r:J.. re
exposed to the tempting influence of the vile whites, who are always ready. to minister to t;l.le
depraved w:tuts and habits of their savaO'e nature.
..
6
The soil of the reservation is well adapted to the production of cereals, and produces S 'O
,
vegetables tolerably well. Its great elevation, however, being near the summit of the Co a. t
mountains, makes it too frosty for any but hardy· plants, and renders it liable to more sn<>~
in winter than the lower regions of Willamette valley.
.
The Indians haYe for several years raised enough grain and roots for their own subsisten
with the exception of a few old and decrepit ones, and orphan children, who are suppo!"-te
wholly or in part by the government. They own a few cattle and more horses. They are o:t:l
the whole moderately prosperous, t·hougb of course that community, like any other, has 3
share of vagabonds, paupel's, and criminals.

CJ

SILETZ AGENCY.

This agency is situated upon the Coast reservation, a trae.t of laud which was reserved for
Indian purposes by Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian affairs, in 1855, and confirmed b y
an executive order in 1856, and is about one hundred miles north and south, by twenty miles
east and west. A larger number of Indians are located at Siletz than at any other agency i.n.
the superintendency, and they are in some respeets the most prosperous.
Their land is not well adapted to the production of wheat; and oats, peas, and potatoes
.are their pl'inci_pal articles of" food. Of tliese their soil is remarkably -pro1ific, and as nevv
land is brought into cultivation tbe products of them steadily increase. ThPy own but fe"\.V
domestic animals, but have a strong ambition to possess them, and are gradually increasing
t heir st1Jck.
Tlie want of funds applicable to this agency has been a serious embarrassment. Only a.
very small part of these Indians draw annuities, and the whole appropriation applicable to
their benefit is only two dollars and fifty cents per head. With this very limited means
much has been accomplished. A part of this no doubt is due to the very favorable location,
which affords plenty of fish. and game, and yields agricultural productions with but little
labor; but much is also due to the efficient aad judicious management of Agent Ben Simpson.
A special report which I made to Ron. J. P. Usher, Secretary of the Interior, under
date of December 12, 1864, in reply to inquiries concerning Yaquina bay, was published in
the annual report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1865, (page 105.) To that I
respect.fully refer you for a full description of the Coast reservation.
In that report I urged the importance of providing for a removal of th e Indians located upon
and about the bay before the land was thrown open to settlement. My suggestions in this
respect were totally disregarded, and a district about twenty-five miles north and sonth, by
twenty miles east and west, beginning two miles south of the Siletz agency, and including
tLs w hole of the Yaquina bay, was thrown open to settlement by an executive order.
Upon this tract were located some Indians who bad been encouraged to open farms, erect
dwellings, and (~stablish themselves permanently. The effect upon them and upon the other
Ind ians was most disastrous. ThPy had all been promised protection in the possession of
t hese lands, and that protection had hitherto been afford ed them : but now the agent was
powerless, and whites occupied the lands as they pleased. There were also some public
buildings upon the reservatiou, and some boats belonging to the Indian department, but these
were of comparatively small consequene.e. Common justice required, and still does require,
that some compensation be made these Indians, and that provision be made for their removal
to lands not occupied by whites.
There is nothing so ruinous and so corrupting to Indians as intimate association with
whites. The northern boundary of the abandoned tract also was fixed unfortunately near
(two miles) to the ageney. It gives an opportunity to any vagabond white or halt~l>reed
who desHes to do so to establish a whiskey shop within two miles of the largest settlement
of Indians on the Pacific coast, and therf', for paltry gain, by ministering to the depraved
and vicious de ires of the Indiaus, to be able to unuo the good work of twenty missionaries
and school-teachers.
The whole treatment of the govermflent towards these Indians has been full of bad faith.
At the risk of repeating what I have said in reports of former years, I will now briefly detail it.
In J 55, Joel Palmer, then superintendent of Indian affairs, made a treaty with nearly all
the tribe along the coa. t from Columbia river to thE: California line. By the terms of the
treaty the Indians ceded all their lands and agreed to rl!mov to the Coast re. ervation. In consideration the government promi eel to pay certain annuities, to build mill , provide schools,
phy ician , open farms, erect buildings, &c., &c. Tbi tr aty the Senate ref'us d to ratify,
and it ba tb refore not been held to be binding upon the nited tates, but the Indians fully
complied with the terms of their side of the tr aty, abandoned their laud , removed to the
r ervatiou ue iguated for them, and have with few exceptions remained there incc .. \Vbite
ttl rs oc ·upi d their lauds, and till occupy them . The Indians complain, and JU tly, I
thiuk, that having compli d with their side of the treaty, we ought to comply with ours.
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This discontent is mueh aggravated by seeing that other I ndians draw annuities, and are so
much better provided for. It is also often aggravated by the machinations of mali cious whites,
who foster their discontent and encourage them to leave the reservation, and, seeking their
own country, endeavor by retaliation to recover just compensation. They bad concluded,
however, that at least they were secure in the possession of the lands they occupy, but they
a.re again now doubly alarmed hy having a port of their reservation suddenly taken from
them, and apprehensive that the taking of a part is only preliminary to the taking of the
whole.
·
I recommend either that the treaty of 1855 be ratified, tl1at provision be made for making
another, or, in default of either, that some other plan be devised by w bich those tribes can be
assured in the possession of the reservation, and some compeneation gnamnteed them for tbe
lands they have surrendered.
·
In case a new treat.y is decided ' upon, an appropriation of $8,000
be necessary to defray
the expense of making· the same.
But whatever disposition is made of the general question, it is very important th at measuTes sJwuJd be taken to remove the Indians from the tract thrown open to settlement, (which
tract, I may renuu:k, is rapidly filling up with whites,) and to compensate tbem for their
improvem ents. I deem 1m .appmpriation of $5,000 sufficient for that purpose, and recommrnd that it be made.
. The boundary between Siletz agency ana the 3istrict thrown open to settlement being an
imaginary line is uncertain, and ought to be located by actual sutv~y, and marked by durable monuments. I recommend that an appropriation of $350 be made for that -pmp19se., to
be expended under the joint direction of the surveyor general and the sup~rintende» t of Indian affairs.
The teams at this agency are old, worn out, and many of them die off each year. The
agricultural implements are, many of them, worn out and worthless. As the number and extent of the Indian farms increase, the demand for both teams and tools increases also. I
recommend an appropriation of $5,000, to be expended in the purchase of teams, agricultural implements, and seeds for the use of this agency.
The old flouring mill, an account of tho destrnction of which will be found in my report
of J8fi5, (page 464,) oug·ht to be rebuilt. Tho buns and irons are in good cond ition, and
can be used again ; all the rest of the st l'Ucture li valueless. I recommend an appropriation
of $4,0DO to rebuild the grist-mill.

will

ALSEA AGENCY.

This agency is situated on the Yawhuch prairie, a fertile tract of about 2,000 acres, situated
on the oeean, about eight miles below the mouth of t he Alsea river. It is on that part of the
Coast reservation which lies south of the tract recently opened for settlement. The tribes
which are nominally located there are the Coos, Umpqua, Alsea, and Sinselaw. The first
three li ve in the vicinity of the agency; the Sinselaws occupy some fert ile lands near the
southern end of the reservation, and they live partly by agriculture and partly by fishing.
These tribes were all paTties to the unratified treaty of 1855, mentioned under the head of
Siletz agency, and the remarks made concerning them apply with equal force to these. I
again urge careful attention to the subje<;t. In my special report to Hun .•J. P. Usher, Secretary of the Interior, December 12, l HCi4,. I recommeuded tbe removal of these Indians to
Siletz, or to that vicinity. I now repeat that recommendation, and refer you to tb.e estimate
then submitted for the amount of appropriation necessary. I remark, however, th at if that
course is determined upon, a~d that Bppropriation.made, the oue of $5,000 recommended
above for tl1e removal of the Indians from Yaquina bay and vicinity will not be necessary,
as the action in relati on to the tribes at Alsea can be made to c0ver these also.
The arguments in favor of removal are, first, collecting the Indians more compactly together ; seeond, a.voiding the expense of one agency, (the Alsea;) third, opening for settlem~nt the south part of the reservation, a tract forty m1les long by twenty wide, which conta!ns a large amount of fertile land, an immense body of superior timber, and some fine fishene . .
The sale of land from this tract in a few years would many times Jemunerate the expense
of removing tho Indians.
The expense is, so far as I know, the only objection to the removal.
If it is decided to allow them to remain where they now are, some provision should be
made for. a school among them, for medical attendance, and for the purchase of teams, agricultural Implements and seeds, the supply of these articles having been hith erto very meagre.
I !ecommend. au appropriation (if tl1e removal plan is not adopted) of $2,500 for the purebase
of seeds, agnculturu.l tools and teams, and the usual amount for the other purposes namtd.
WARM SPRING AGENCY.

This agency is located in the edge of the Cascade mountains at tbe eastern base ()f Mount
J efl'erson. It contains a small amount of tillable land, but h~s a vast extent of "buuch
grass," which affords excellent grazing. Timber is abundant on some parts of the reser-vation, but there is very little within less than eight miles of the agency. The buildings an~
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altogether the best in the superintendency, and are ample for the use of the agency, no more
being needed unless it be a 1ew more barus and sheds, which can be built by the regular em
ployes without expense to the government.
.
Many of the Indians are well advanced in agriculture, raise wheat, corn, and vegetables 1n
abundance, and have many ]forses and cattle. Others prefer to lead a vag-abond lite about
the little towns along the Columbia river, relying upon the prostitution of their squaws, and
sometimes a little labor, to provide themselves ·with whiskey and subsistence.
The former class are tolerably thrifty and upright, always well behaved, and of determined
energy in the prosecuting of an object. The latter class are lazy, thievish, and vile. 'l'hey
are as distinct as if they were two different races.
The supplemental treaty made by me with them on the- day of-, 1865, of wldch your
office has beeu advised, relinquished on their part the right reserved to them by the original treaty
of June 25, 18;)5, "to fish, hunt, gather roots and berries, and pasture their stock upon Jands
outside the reservation," bas been productive of much good. It now gives the agent enoug h
control over them to confine them to the reservation, and the effect upon the Indians is most
salutary, in removing them from the demoralizing· effects of whiskey and debauehery, while
it affords the whites an infinite satisfaction by ridding them of a nuisance which otherwise
v.·ould be almost intolerable.
The affairs of this agency, which had relapsed into some confusion by the long vacancy in
the ageney, caused by the sudden death of Agent William Logan, (drowned on the
steamer Brother Jonathan, July 30, Ul65,) are now mu ch improved under the efficient management of Agent John Smith. I refer to his report and those of his subordinate employes for further information.
UMATILLA AGENCY.

This agency is situated in the northeast corner of the 'State, and is a fertile and valuable
t rar.t of land. I have described it minutely in former report s, and need not repeat here what
I have said. As an instance confirmatory of what I have claimed for it in point of fPrtility,
and also showing the progress in agricultu1:e of the tribes located there, I call your attention
to the fact that, at the annnal fair of the Oregon State agricultural society, held in J 865, two
first premiums and one second premium ·were awarded to these Indians for agricultural products; and I may add that I know, from personal observation, that products of similar or
even superior quality are by no means uncommon among them.
The superior quality of the land, and its location on a great thoroughfare, convenient~to
the gold mines of Powder river, Boise basin, Oughee, and other points, of course makfl it attractive to whites. There are constant attempts to encroach upon it, constant attempts, under
variou!l pretexts, to locate upon it, and occasional attempts to exaspPrate the Iucliaus into the
commission of some overt act which will justi(y, or at least palliate, retaliation, aud thus
g ive an excuse for plunging the country into another Indian war, the end of which, they well
kno·w, would be the expulsion of the Indians from the coveted tract.
This cupidity is the cause of constant trouble to the agent aud apprehension to the Iudians.
If the Indians could be removed to some remote place equal ly f(mile, and there relocated,
it would no doubt be to tl.Jeir advantage and immensely to the advan tage of the whites, but
where is the "more remote., plate to be found? Population is rushi11g into ·washington,
Idaho, and Montana at the rate of many thousands per month. The only parts now entirely
unsettled are barren deserts, quite as .incapable of supporting an Indian as a white population.
I estimate that the reservation could be sold for $ 150,000 to $200,000. Its perpetual possession bas been guaranteed to tlle Indians by treaty, and it would be the gros est of bad taith
!.o take possession of it without their consent. TLat consent will be obtained with the greatest difficulty, if at all.
·
Two roads have been authorized by your office to be opened through the reservation ''"ith·
in the pa t year. one for tbe use of Thomas & Rutkel, a staO'e finn, and the other for the
use of the citizens of Umatilla county, Oregon. The latter cu~ld not be built without pass·
ing through several Indian farms, much to their damage, and that I ::;trittly forbade. Theresult is that the road is not built, and probably will not be. The other road passes tLrough
the e:.ts t end of the reservation, interferes with no farms, and will do no damage.
I call your attention to tl.Je fact that the title to this res<.'rvation is vested in the Indians,
and the right of the department to authorize the opening of any road through, without first
obtaining the consent of the Indians, i , to my mind, very que tionable, and I further sugge. t that, if . uch order · are to be given in future, they be deterred until such locallmowr.
edge of the ground is obtained a will iusure that they avoid interfering with the property
of the Indian . .
The treaty with the <.' Indians reserved to them the same right. that were reserved to the
Indian· at \Varm pring · by the treaty with them. I re fer to the right to fi h, bunt, gather
root and berrie., and pa ture th eir stock on land outside there. ervation. Tbi privileg is
imply quival nt to giviug them p rmi . sion to roam at will over the country, aud i delllora.lizing to them and damaging to the white settlers. Th ir facilities for obtaining whi key
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are a1mo8t un1imited. Instructing them in schools, or teaching them the art ·of farming and
its value, are impossible, and the Indians are irnpov~>rishe1, deblLUched, and demoralized.
Every tendency to vice they have is cnltivated; the pos:sibility of Yirtue, advance in civ~
ilization or material prosperity is abolished. I believe that a supplemental treaty, similar to
that made with the confederated tribes at ·w arm Springs last year, could be ma de with them
at similar eost. If accomplished, it would be of incalculable advantage to them and to the
snrrounding settlements. I therefore recom mend th~t an apprupriution of $:),000 be made fO>r
that purpose, and th~t the attempt be mude.
KLAMATH AGENCY.

It is improper perhaps to style this place au agency. There 11re no agency buildings there,
and no improvements of any sort, except of very smftll value and very tempo rary character.
Sub-Agent Lindsey Applegate bas c!Jarg·e of the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahoos! in Snake
tribes, with whom a treaty was neg-otiated in act 186 ~. and he hfl'> (without funds) located
some farms at a point on the .Middle Klamath lake, (sometimes known as Lake Tof!llf~ or
Tok-qua,) fifteHil miles below Fort Klamat.h, and made a beginning at farming. He reports;
the Indians zealous to enter into farming-, and willing to work.
None of the appropriations made by Congress for the benefit of these tribe~ have yet been
n~mittecl; but when they are, I look for tl1e founding of a prosperous Indi an colony there.
There are a.bout two thousand of them, and I consider them as good raw material out of
which to make civilized Indians as any on the continent.
Th e vVoll-pa-pe tribe of Snakes, with whom I made a treaty in 1865, came into the rese;
vation, and remained there last winter; but during the last s-pring and sum mer they all len
tlJC reservation, and are reported to have ag-ain joined the hostile baud of Snakes.
This movement on thdr part does not involve any loss to the g-overnment, nor at all give
them protection in their predatory raid s, for it was expressly stipulated in the treaty that
they should remain upon the reservation, and that failing to do so, they should be treated a,~
hostil e. Nor were they to receive any benefit of appr1,priations, unless they did so remain .
But it bas been unfortunate that they refused to stay, because that tribe, when once established,
would have been a nucleus around which all the other tribes of Snalies would soon have
gathered, and thus th ey would have been an instrument of pacification for the whole of
southern Oregon, Idaho, aud northern Nevad a.
I yet am in doubt whet!Jer they have really joined the hostile tribes. My impression is
that they have spent the summer in the region between Crooked river on the north, Harney lake on the east, Summer and Upper Klamath lakes on the south, and Mount Pauli nee and
Queab valley on the west. The tract of country included in these bounds has never been
p enetrated by white men, is nearly destitute of water and timber, but affords fine grass.
This band of Indians have inhabited it heretofore, and, in my opinion, have done so thi~
past summer.
INDIANS NOT LOCATED UPON AGF.NCIES.

Most important among these, both in nnmbers and comequence, are the· va:rious bands of
Snakes. Little is known of them except that they are always determinedly hostile. They
are a nomadic people, sometimes a ppearing in Nevada, under the lead of Winnemucco, and
treating with Governor Nye ; sometim es in Utah, holding council with Brigham Young or
fighting Colonel Connor; sometim es warring upon miners or so-ldiers in Owyhee and Boise;
and of1en making raids upon the friendly Indians at Warm Springs, or the wh1tes on the
Ca1~on City road, but always having their hand against every man, and every man's hand
agamst them.
What disposition can uHimately be made of them, I do not und ertak e to say. Now,
nothing is to be done but fight and exterminate them. Yet I am painfully conscious th at
extermination will cost tLe lives of ten whites for every Indian, and, besides, cost many
millions of lllOney.
To .attempt to treat with them now, is simple folly; they cannot be even brought to a
counCJl, much less to a treaty.
Th eir ultimate disrosition is a matter that must be left to time to determine.
Of their numbers I am not informed, and at vt~rious times have made different estimates.
Roughly, I estimate them at five thou,;aud. They n.1ay double that, or fall below it.
The military forces lo cated in that part of the country have been engaged, during the last
year, in warring upon th em with varying success, sometimes gaining an advantage·, and
oftener suffering a defeat; but their operations have really 1·esulted in but little towards sub·
iluing the Indians.
The number of troops has been grossly inadequate to the service to be performed, and they
have labored under the disadvantages of um\cquaintance with Indian warfare, ignorance of
the geography of the country, and vast distan(;e from points where necessary supplies- can be
obtained.
The Indians scattered along the Columbia river, those on the upper branches of theN orth
Umpqua, a small band on Clatsop plains, and the Nestuccas, Sa1mon Rivers, and Tillamooks,
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number in all not far from 1,200 '3onls. They are in immediate vicinity of white settlements,
in fact intermingled with them, and most of th~m are as thoroughly d<lbauched and degraded
as they well can be.
·
They are not parties to any treaty. and I do not think it necessary that any treaty should
be made with them. Indeed, they are scattered over so•vast a country that it ·would be im·
possible to gather them together for a treaty. But measures ought to be taken to collect them
upon some of the reservations. The Nestuccas, Salmon Rivers, and Tillamooks (about 300 in
all) ought especially to be taken under jurisdiction.
The country they inhabit is fertile, has a good harbor, and is filling up with white settlers.
They reg~trd the Indians a.s nuisttnces, and have more than once asked me to remove them.
I ltave had neither funds nor authority so to do. I recommend an appropriation of $~,000 for
gathering together and establishing upon some reservation the Iudians mentioned. The
amount named y>ould be suffil'ient, not only to remove them, but to. afford them some assist·
ance in opening farms, obtaining farmit!g tools, &c.
EDUCATION.

I bave little to add in respect to education to what I have statea in my formeneports. The
"manual labor" schools-th~tt is, s~hools where the Indian children are separated fi·om their
savf!>ge pare nts, housed, clad, and taught not only the contents of the spelling-book and the
Testalllent, but· the elements of agriculture, mechanic and domestic arts ; the boys to plough,
plant, and hoe, to saw, cut, and frame; the girls to sew,·knit, mend, and cook-these sc.hooloS
are the only ones which benefit the Indians. The day schools, at which attendance is optional
with the scholars, and often difficult or impossible by reason of·the dista.nce at which scholars
reside, are of very li ttle value. The scholars attend irregularly, and very often refuse to at·
tt\nd at all, and when they do attend the good influence of a few hours in school is entirely
ove rcome by the far greater time that they are subjected to savage associations.
I repeat my former recommendation that such legislation as will place all the schools upon
the "manual labor" basis be adopted. In default of this. it would be as well to abolish the
day schools altogether. The number of schools in the snperintendeney is five: one at Uma·
tiiia, one at Warm Springs, one at Siletz. and two at Grande Ronde.
That at Siletz and one of those at Grande Ronde are upon the manual labor plan, and are
a credit to the teachers, as well as a benefit t0 tr,e Indians. Mr. and Mrs. Clark, who have
recently taken charge of the school at Grande Ronde, are the persons who established the
school at Siletz, and conducted it very suceessfully for some time. I talw this opportunity
to pay to them a just tribute for their moral worth, high intelligence, zeal and efficiency in
the discharge of theiT duties. The Indian children. are fortunate in having such instructors.
Mr. and Mrs. Fraser, who teach at Siletz, aTe also very worthy and competent. The school
there, however, is much embarrassed brwant of funds, and the number of scholars conse·
quently much smaller than it should be. Mr. Gillett, the teacher at ·Warm Springs, is very
competent, and has accomplished as much as any one could under the disadvantages of a day
school. 'I'he school at Umatilla has recently been placed under the charge of H.ev. Father
Vermeesch, a ;Roman Catholic priest, .and I antieipate much good from it, if it can be placed
upon the manual labor basis. The Indians located there were twenty years ago brought (to
some extent) nuder the influenee of the Catholic religion, by .a misl:liun established among
them near where the agency now stands.
Many of the older ones retain a profound respect for the rites of the church to this clay, and
they hailed the coming of Father Vermeesch among them with much joy. The reverend
father seems very zealous in the good work he has undertaken, and determined to accompliRh
all he can.
'rh~ teacher of the day school at Grande Ronde was detailed by the agent (under my in·
struchons) to act as farmer since last spring. 'l'he appropriation for pay of farmer has run
out, and consequently the agency is without a farmer. It could better dispense with any other
ernplo.ye, .and I. therefore directed Agent Harvey, in view of the fact that Indians med ed in·
structwn m agnculture more than in anything else, to detail the teacher to act in that capacity.
I trust that my action in this case may meet your approval.
ALLO'f.ME~T

OF LANDS.

As Indians advance in knowledge of agricultural atts, th~ desire to own the lands they
c.u ltivate eem instinctive!! to .ari e. The "wild" Indian never thinks of owning any particular P?t of ground. His tribe own a certain district of country, but individual Indians
own notlnn~. But one of th fir. t effects of putting him to work at cultivating the soil is to
create ad ue to own the land on which be worl<s. This desire is commendable, and ought
to be encou~aged . T~e be t ~ ·ay to do thi. , in my jud~ment, is to allot to ach adult male or
head of family, who 1S ufficiently advanced to apprecJate it, a tract of land not exceeding
eighty acre , th title to which ball de cend to hi s heirs for ver.
The po~er of alienation hould not be giv n, because too often the ignorance or weakness
of the In dum would b taken advantage of by the more intelligent white man.
The object should be to in pire in the Indian a confidence that tte particular tract which
he is laboring to improve will be the permanent posli('ssion of himself and ills children. In
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order to do this it is necessary to make some surveys. I recommend that an appropriation
of five hundred dollars be made for this purpose for each of the reservations at Umatilla,
Grande Ronde and Siletz, and four hundred for Warm Springs, -the same to be expended
under the joint direction of the surveyor general and the superintendent of Indian affa'rs.
The sum ·estimated fo1· vVarm Springs is smaller because there is at that reservation less land
to survey, and the sum named !'or Sil_etz will probably ?e f~und inadequate, and requir~d to
be increased next year. No estJmate IS made for Alsea, m v1ew of tb~ removal of the Indmns,
which I have recommended, and none for Klamath, be.c ause the Indians there are not yet fit
for it.
MILITARY FORCE AT AGENCIES.

Ry re~ent action of the War Departrr~ent all the troops stationed at .Fort Haskins and Yam
Hill, Siletz block-house, and Warm Spnugs block-house, have been withdrawn, and the posts
abandoned.
. .
Thus the Coast reservation, on which are four thousand Indians, is without a single soldier
to enforce police regulations, preserve order, or. punish offences. This is no.t ouly unwise,
but it is hazardous in the extre me. The agent IS powerless to control the Indians, except by
moral suasion, and this they oftentimes will not submit to. There is now no way of preventing th em from leaving the reservation or obtaining wh iskey, and a few drunken Indians
,may commit outrages which will bring on a war that will cost the lives of many whites and
Indians both.
There would be no question as to the result of such a war: the settlers of Willamette
valley are strong enough to overpower the ·weaker Indians, but it is far better to avoid the
outbreak altogether. This can be clone by keeping a small force, say twenty-five men, at·each
of the posts, Fort Yam Hill and Siletz block-house, and it ought by all means to be clone. I
consider it unnecessary to garrison Fort Haskins if Siletz block-house is occupil.'d.
Warm Springs agency is situated in the edge of the hostile Snake county, and constantly
liable to predatory raids from them. They have five different times visited that agency and
stolen more or Jess stock and taken many lives. In 1859 they drove oft' 70U horses and
about 100 cattle, killed a great nnmber of fi·iendly Indians, one wl1ite man, and had pos·session of the agency buildings for several days.
.
The last time they appeared there was in 1864, wl1en, although a small force, und er Lientenant Halloran, was stationed there, t.Ley ~ot away ·with over two hundred horses. The
limtenant, wit.h his command, promptly pursued them and recovered a part of the stolen
property. The Canon City road (from Dallas to Canon City) passes within twenty wiles of
this agency. It has been the scene of constant depredations fi-om the Snakes. Last year
tbere was scarcely a week passed that there were not some depredations committed : packtrains, with their cargoes, stolen ; wagons and teams, with their freight, seized; &lock driven
oft'; teamsters, packers, or travellers killed ; in fact, to pass over the road was to peril on.e's
life. 'fhis year has witnessed a repetition of the scenes of last.
I mention these facts to show the necessity for military protection there, and the difficulties
we labor under for want of it.
STATISTICS OF . FARMING.

The time w?~n the ~nnual reror~s of age~ts in O!'egon is required to be made prevents
th em from gJVI?g mmnte stati S~Jes of thmr crops, &c., for the current year, because the
croJ?S not yet bemg harvested, theu extent cannot be ascertained. The "statistical returns
of tarming-, '.' ~owev~r, from the. seven;l agencies for 18ti5, which 1s on tile in your office, will
afford good mformatwn upon this subJect, and I ask that they be printed with this report
and made a part of it.
·
For further informatio!l upon the general affairs of th e superintendency, I refer you to the
former rep01:ts Of myself and ~y rredecesS~)l'S j ~nd ~be re~orte of the ~eventl agents and
employes w1ll afford you very full mformat10n of affan•s dunng the current,year.
VISIT OF INDIANS TO WASHINGTON.

~one of the Indians. of Ore~o;n. haye ever visited_ their "Great Father," ·at Washington;
or, mdeed, seen anythmg of ClVI1Izatwn excep t the httle that exists in Oregon. rrheir ideas
of the nu~bers,. ~ow~r, a~d progr~ss ?f. the American people are exceedingly vagu.e and
oft~n amusmg for tbmr. childlike SlmphClty, and thf;ly often, the more · intelligent ones espe~Jally, expre~s a desire to see the "place where all the white people come from." To
bnng a delegat~o?- of them to the ~tlantic side and let them see the factories, the shipping,
the arts, tb~ CJIIes, the. people-m short, show them the difference between civilization
and savage hf~-would, m my opinion, do mut:h towards elevating them, and give them a
small ?oncept1_on of the power and consequence of the w bite race. I therefore ask for
autbonty to bnng a small number-say ten ol' twelve~of the most intelligent ones to vVash-
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ington. I am confident that no measure could be adop ted which' would inure more to their
benefit. An estimate of the cost of such a movement as is here referred to will be submitted
hereafter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. W. P. HUNTINGTON,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Oregon.
Ron D. N. C:ootEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No.8.
GRANDE RoNDE .AGENCY,

August 11, 1866.

. Sm: In compliance with the regulations of the department, I have the honor to make this
my third annual report.
I am httppy to state that the Indians under my charge are making steady progress in
agriculture, in which they are taking more interest than they have ever shown before, and
tely le"s on hunting and trapping as a means of subsistence.
·
In my former reports I recommendl•d that the land be divided among the families, as is
provided for by treaty, that all might feel interested and encourA.ged in improvin~ and
t·.nlt\vating their own farms, and also in a meftsure in breaking up those roaming habits so
peenliar to the -Indian race, f,,r I have noticed that those families that raise an ample supply
of the necessaries of life rarely want to ramble off the reservation, but appear to remain
contented, mftking improvements in their homes and on their farms.
. .
Although I have received no instructions in regard to the matter, I have temporarily d1v1d~d
the land, giving t.o eaeh family a sufficient amount to raise both grain and vegetables m
abundanc-e, thereby securin g to r.ach family the fruits of their own lauor, and I can say_ that
I am well pleased with the result, for most of them have gone quietly to work in cult1vat·
ing and improving their land.
.
. Owing to the high altimde of this agency, (situated on the head waters of the Yam H1ll
nver, and almost surrounded by mountaim,) the seasons are from two to three we~ks l~ter
than in the vVillamette vatey, and consequently the grain is that much later i~ npemng.
Last season the rains Fet in earli er than usual-before we had all of the gram cut and
stacked; the consequence was, before we could get the wheat and oats cut and t~reshe_d, a
good dee.l of it was bad ly sprouted, lP-aving a part of the Indians without seed th1s spnng,
for whom I. was compelled to purchase enllugh to sow their ground. But with the_ t~resher
you authonzed me to purchase, we can thresh the grain as soon as cut, thereby av01dmg any
danger from the same cause in the future.
The amoui?-t of land in cultivation this year is larger than in any preceding year, and it is
as follows, VIZ:
By Indians:
'Vheat ..•......•••.•.•••..• --- . ----- . ----- ----- · . -- ·- · ·--- - - • • • • • · · · • · • 500 acres.·
Oats ...............••...•.... _..••...• _...•••........•. _......•.... .... 250
50
Potatoes, &c .. _......•...........•................. --. -- ---- ------ · · · · ·
Peas .....•..•.•.. _.. _•...•... __ . _...•.•..•.••.... _•.. _•••.• __ • __ •. _. _•.
3i
By department, for seed, forage, &c.:
30
Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - -- .. ----- . -- ·- · ·-- • • • ------ · • ·-- · - · ·- · · · · · ·
Oats ....•.......... __ •.. ___ •...•.. _. _•.....•... _.•.•. _••.............. _ 40
33
Timothy .............•..•...•...................•...••...•.....••......
Peas .............. __ ......••.. _•...•.•.. _____ .. __ . _...•....•... _. .. __ ..
8
9
Potatoes, carrots, turnips, &c...... . . . . • . . ...•..•••...••••...••...•....•.
Total number of acres under cultivation...... . . • • .. . . • • • . . . • • • • . • • • • . .

9~3i

The crop. at present, as a gen ral thing, look well, and unless some unforeseen contingency should destroy them, there will be an ample supply of grain and vegetables to meet
the want of the Indians for the coming winter.
There are two. chools provided for by treaty at this agency, the Umpqua day school and
the manual labor school. The attPndance of scholars at the mpqua day school has been
very irreguiar ; tbP cbolars att nding for a few days and then absent for a week or two, often
not returning at all, make. it impoHsibl for th t a<'her to accomplish much good.
nder
tbe. e circumstance , I d tail d (with your approval) the teach r to instruct and ass1 t the
Indian. in thP manarrement and cultivation of thl-'ir farms and gardens. In thi be has
been very uccP:sful, and bas afford d them more u. eful instnt ·Lion than b could bavo imparted to th min any other Cflpacity . Th Indian are much plea. d with the arranO'cment,
and I hope it will m t the apvroval of the department to still continue him in that capacity.
The chool provided for by tr aty with tb Molel Indians is conducted on the manual labor
plan, which , in my judgm nt, i the only one that will ever be of much b nefit to theludians
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and in trying to carry out this system I have had some difficulty the past year in procuring
suitable teachers, who would not only take the children into the school, teach them to read
and write, but would also attend to them in the work-room and on the farm, teaehing the
boys th e use of agricultural implements, the care and management of stock and crops; the
girls not only the care and management of the kitchen, but to cut and make clothing for
themselves and the b.oys, thus qualifying them to become useful members of a civilized life.
In June I procured the services of Mr. Clark and wife, who came well recommended as
teachers, and w bo, so far as I have been able to · judge since they have been here, will render the school a success, creditable alike to the teachers and pupils. The school-house was
formerly used as a hospital, and several Indians having died there, the Indians are prejudiced
against it, and many of them will not send their children to school that would do so if kept
in another building. The building is getting old and dilapidated, and will need constant
repairing to make it suitable for the school, costing, in a short time, as much as to build a
new one. I would, therefore, recommend that I be instructed to build a new one that would
answer for both schools, which could be done without much expense, as the mill could make
all the lumber needed, and the carpenter could put it up.
Early in the spring the dam was carried away by high water. In June, as soon as the
water had subsided enough, I had a new dam commeuced, which, when finished, I am in
hopes will stand, bnt the foundation is a very poor one to build upon, making it a very
difficult matter to construct a dam that will stand secure against the vast quantity of water
and drift-wood tLat rushes down hom the mountains during the rainy season, without incurring a heavy expense, which I did not feel at liberty to do.
The mills, with some slight repairing, are in good running order.
When this reservation was established the government erected a fort at the eastern
boundary of the agency, where more or less troops have been stationed ever since, until in
July last, to assist the agents in arresting refractory Indians and in capturing and returning
fugitives from the agency, when they were mustered out, and since that time there have been
none stationed here, nor can I learn whether it is the intention of the government to abandon
the post or not. If the fort is to be permanently abandoned I would most urgently request
that I be instructed to employ an additional number of employes, for although at the
present time the majority of the Indians appear contented, and are disposed to remain and
cultivate their land, still it will be almost impossible to restrain some of the worst of the
Indians from leaving the agency (as they would have done before now did they not think
troops would soon be sent here) with the presen t number of employes, for I could not at any
one time spare even two men to pursue and bring back any that might abscond. I most respectfully refer this matter to you and await your instructions.
For further details in regard to this agency I would respectfully refer you to the reports of
the seve1:al employ6s herewith enclosed.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AMOS .HARVEY,
United States Indian Agent.
Ron. J. W. PERIT HUNTINGTON,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Salem, Oregon.

No.9.
GRANDE RONDE INDIAN AGENCY,

August 1, li::l66.
SIR: In compliance with your instructions, I have the pleasure of submitting the following
report.
I commenced my duties on this agency the 1st .of July, and hence cannot make as full a
report as I would bad I been here a longer period.
I found the scholars that bad attended school scattered to their various homes over the
reservation, and it became my first duty to visit them at their homes and induce ' them to
att.end school a15ain; in thi~ I wa~ very much assisted b.y th:- fa!mer, L. Sands. Many
ObJected to commg back agam, urgmg as a reason for theu obJections that many Indians
had died at the school-house while it was a hospital, and it became a difficult matter to allay
their superst.itious fear, viz: that it will be the means of their own death in a very short
time if they live in a bouse in which a death has occurred, no matter how remote the period
of time ; and then again their dread of the reappearance of their defunct friends is a source
of greater fear to them .than that of death itself, but I finally persuaded them to give the old
school-house another tnal, and have gathered together nine children, five boys and four girls,
two of whom have been in attendance at school belore; they can read well and write very
gnod, and have some knowledge of arithmetic; the rest had to commence at the first round
ot the ladder, and are now making very good progress.
Mrs. Clark bas the ma:nagement of the housekeeping, and instructs the girls in the useful
domestic duties. The girls are apt at sewing and lmittino-,
and render some assistance in
0
taking care of the school-room and house.

6
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The boys' seem eager to learn, and I often bear (out of school hours) the two advanced
boys instructing thm;e that are not so far advanced. I find no difficulty in making the!'ll
understand the English language, and I endeavor to make them communic!:tte their ideas Ill
the same Jang·uage, . but they wlll use that barbarous jargon, the Chenook.
In closing, I would recommend that a new school-house be built, for two reasons : first, we
£nd it no ef:!,sy task to persuade the Indian to give up his foolish and superstitious fears to
which I have a1ludecl above, and if the Indian child is hindered from com ing to school on
account of his fears, the end and aim for which the school was intended will be a failure .
.While I was a teacher at the Siletz one of my scholars sickened and died, and while ~e
was in a dying condition we had to carry him to his mother's house to die, in order to retam
the rest of the school. My second reason, the very bad condition of the house; it is sadly
out of repair, and to make it comfortable for the coming winter would cost nearly as much
as a new house. and then it is very- inconvenient for the keeping of a good school.
Hoping the above will meet with your approval, I subscribe myself,
Very respectfully, yours,
J. B. CLA.RK, Teacher.
AMOS HARVEY, Esq., United States Indian Agent.•

No. 10.
WARM SPRINGS AGENCY, OREGON,

August 25, 1866.
S1R: In accordance with the regulations of the Indian department I have the honor to
submit the following as my first annual report upon the condition of the Indian affairs at this
agency. ·
,
.
I was £rst put in possession of this agency, and the Indian department property belonging
to the same, on the 31st day of March, l tl66.
·
_W hen taking possession I found nearly all of the Indians in a destitute condition. Their
crops last year having failed, and a very severe and cold winter following, compelled them to
use all of the wheat, corn, and potatoes which they had reserved for seed to subsist the~
until the snows had disappeared from the hills, enabling them to dig roots on which to sub·
sist until the fishing season. I immediately purchased with their annuity fund and issued
to them a sufficient quantity of seed wheat, corn, oats, and potatoes, and I was well pleased
with the willingn~ss and energy with which they commenced their farmin g operations. There
being no seed grain on hand belong-ing to the department, a portion of that which was pur·
chased with the annuity fund was used in seeding down the department farm.
I found the department horses and work-o)Cen and the horses belonging to the Indians very
poor and weak and wholly unfit for labor of any kind, and there being no forage on hand
with which to fe ed them. they were left with only such food as they got by grazing on the
hills. This caused the Indians to be very ba~kward in putting in their spring crops.
The Indians broke twenty-five acres of new grou11d in May, a portion of which was planted
with corn, but too late to produce any crop this season.
Th e Indians were well satisfied with the appearance of their crop till about the middle of
May, when the grasshoppers made the1r appearance in much greater numbers and two
months earlier than they did last year. The grasshoppers first made their appearance in
field,; located at different points upon the reserve, and would entirely consnme the crops
growing thereon before committing the least damage to crops growing in the aujoining £e1ds.
A great many of thP. Indians' crops of wheat, oat., and garden veget9.bles have been entirely
destroyed by them, and but a very few, if any, of their crops have entirely escaped their
ravages.
The wheat crop at the commencement of harvest presented a fine appearance until carefully examined. The wheat stalks w re large and very tall, but leafless, and the heads but
partially filled with very light shrivelled grains, which will not average in weight more than
54 pounds per bushel.
During the present harvest I have visited every Indian's farm upon thi s reserve, and after
a carefuL examination of their crops, and from the information I could gain in conversing
with thf'm, hav made the following estimate of their crops of wheat, corn, on,ts, and potatoes,
the number of Indians engaged in raisiug the same, and the tribe to which each of said
Indians belonged, viz: J ,:135 bushels wheat, 71 bushels corn, and 256 bushels potatoe ,
raised by sixteen Indians belonging to the Des Chut<'s tribe; l ,35'2 bushels wheat, 161 bushels
corn, 3 L bushels oats, and 4 )J bushels potato . , rai ed by thirty-eight men belonging to the
\Vasco tribe; 6G5 bw bel wheat, 10!) bu hels corn, and ]!)4 bushels potators, rai:<ed by thirty·
three men belonging to the Tygh tribe. Total number bushels wheat raised, 3,:342; corn,
3-U; oat, 31 ; potatoe , U~O. Total number of Indian. engaged in farming operations, 7.
The nnm her of acres under cultivation by the Indians this year is estimated as follows,
viz: 260 acres in wheat, 10 acres in oat , 2U acre in corn, 60 acres in potatoes, 25 acres in
garden vegetables. Total number of acres under cultivation, 375.
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If the grasshoppers bad not visited us this year I am confident that the wheat crop
would have amounted to 5,000 bnshels and the oat crop to 400bushels.
The Des Chute tribe are settled upon and cultivating llleadow land which required but
little labor to clear and prepare for cultivation, which will explain why so small a number of
men belonging to that tribe have raised so large a crop of wheat this season. The wheat
crop raised this year by one man, Lawlas, belonging to the Des Chute tribe, will exceed
30U bushels, and the wheat crop of two other men of the same tribe will exceed .200 bushels
each.
The Was co tribe of Indians show a greater desire and more willingness to engage in farming operations than any tribe upon this reservation, but the land upon which they have settled, being covered with fine timber and a heavy growth of underbrush, requires a great
amount of hard labor to prepare it for cultivation. .
.
'There are but a few of the Tygh tribe who show any desire to cultivate their land. Nearly
all of this tribe reside tog·ether at the mouth of Warm Springs river, about 12 miles distant
from this agency, where t!Jere is but very little tillable land, the whole of which will not
produce more than 200 bushels of wheat.
I am pleased to be able to report that the desire of the Indians generally to engage in
farming operations is greatly on the increase, and will so continue if the products of their
farms will but moderately compensate them for their labors. I have used every means in
my power to advance them in their lmowledge of farming operations, and had all of my
employes to spend as much time as possible upon the Indians' farms, instructing in plowing,
driving teams, harvesting, &c. They are all anxious to break up new ground this fall and
enlarge their farms.
With the balance of the annuity fund remaining on band from the purchase of seed,
grain, &c., I purchased provisions and issued them to the Indians, thereby furnishing those
who were engaged in farming with the means of subsistence while putting in their crops.
After they had finish ed putting in their crops I granted permission to several of them, for
shurt periods, to visit the Dalles salmon fishery, that they might obtain salmon sufficieut to
subsist them until harvest. I have used the utmost diligeuce and care that none of their
farms needed labor during their absence. They have been very successful in .catching salmon this season, a portion of which was brought to the In<lians for their datly subsistence
while laboring on their farms. I have often visited them at the fishery and found them well
behaved, and but very few cases of intoxication. They have salted this season 153 barrels
of salmon, and have dried and cured in f'arious ways ttbout four times the quantity they
have salted.
"lhe farming implements at present on hand are sufficient to supply the wants of the Indians. 'N e require twenty seythes with cradles, and seventy-£. ve sickles. There are on hand
at present only two scythes with cradles. Many of the Indians have been compelled to cut
their wheat with eommon butcher knives. Th e ploughs on hand are not fit for the use ,of
Indians in the cultivation of such land as this reserve affords.
The Indians are very anxious to erect small and comfortable houses that will protect them
from the winter rain and snow. With bnt few exceptions all of the Indians upon the reservation, at present, dwell in tents built of skins and mats. From the time when they had
finished putting in their crops till harvest, they kept two teams steadily at work hanling
sa w-logs to the saw-miU, to furnish lumber for the building of houses before winter. There
bas been sawed this summer 62,738 feet of pine lumber, 14,078 feet for department use, and
4 ,660 feet for Indians.
The agency buildings require but little repairing to put them in good condition. The
blacksmith shop is old and useless, affording no protection from the rains and cold weather.
A new blacksmith shop, now being built, will be completed before fall. The carpenter shop
is not sufficiently large for the repairing of larg.e wagon beds, &c. The flume which conduets t~e water to the saw-mill and flouring-mill is now in a dilapidated condition and liaLle to fall at any moment. I shall change the water-cour::;e and build a new flume, which
will be more substantial than the present one.
I am happy to report all the Indians at present under my charge contented and happy,
and living at peace {Lmong themselves.
Que-pe-mah, accompanied by eight of the John Day's tribe, have returned to this reservation. They arrived on the 17th instant. I cannot give any information concerning them,
as I have received no visit from them yet.
For inf~rmati~n concerning the department farm, the daily school, the sanitary condition
of the Ind1ans, &c., I would most respectfully call to your notice the reports of the several
employes herewith transmitted to your office.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN SMITH,
United States Indian Agent, Oregon.
lion. J. W.

PERIT HUNTINGTON,

Superintendent Indian Affairs, Salem, Oregon.
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No. 11.
WARM SPRINGS INDIAN AGENCY,

August 20, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the Indian school under my charge:_
From the first d~;~.y of October, 18fi5, when all the Indians had returned from hunting game
and gathering berries in the Cascade mountains, till the first day of April, 1866, the school
was largely attended. The total number of scholars was forty-one-thir~y-four boys and
seven girls. The average daily attendance was thirty-two. Of the total number of
scholars thirty-six were of the Wasco tribe, four of the Des Chutes tribe. and one of the Tygh
tribe. On the first day of October last there were only five scholars who could spell words
of three letters, and of the remainder only eight who knew the alphabet.
0~ the thirty-first of March last, when you were put in charge of this agency, there were
two boys learning to read and write, six who could spell words of three syllables, five who
could spell words of two syllables, and the remainder, with the exception of two scholars,
could spell words of three letters.
From the first of April last up to the present time the daily attendance bas been very small
and irregular, no day's atteudance numbering more than seven scholars; and tho:-le who have
attended school during the summer did uot attend last winter. If all the Indians were located
within a convenient distance to the school-house, I think the attendance during the winter
would at least number one hundred and twenty-five scholars. All of the Indians wish their
children to attend school, but a majority of them reside from eight to twelve miles distant from
the school-house. I am confident that the Indians will derive but little, if any, benefit from
a daily school under the present system. The scholars during summer forget all that has
been taught them during the winter.
,
After one .year's experience as school teacher at this agency, I am fully convinced that no
school, except a manual-labor school, will ever benefit the Indians. I will, therefore, most respectfully suggest that the school teacher be allowed to choose from the differ~nt tribes twelve
or fifteen of their most intelligent children, and that a house will be furnished tor them to dwell
in. Also that a field, conveniently located near the school-house, that will produce wheat,
corn, potatoes, and garden .v egetables sufficient for their subsistence, together with farming
implements and work animals necessary for the cultivation of the same, be given in charge
of the teacher, the same to be cultivated by the s~olars under his supervision. And I would
.
further request that the scholars be furnished with comfortable clothing.
It is impossible to have the scholars present a decent appearance in such clothing as theu
parents can give them, or keep them clean while residing with their parents in unclean tents .
Neither can they be taught to speak the English language, unless cut off from all associat~on
w~th the In<;Iians and placed where only the English language will be used in conversmg
With them.
·
Should the above request be granted and carried into effect, I feel confident that the Indians will be greatly benefited thereby, and that, after being in effect one year, the government will be at little, if any, more expense than at present.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. U. D. GILLETT, School Teacher.
Captain JOHN SMITH,
United States Indian Agent, Warm Springs Agency, Oregon.

No. 12.
Sun -AGENCY,
Au~ust 15, 1866.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, r have the. honor to
submit this my third annual report .
. ~t affords me grea~ pleasure to state that the affairs of this agency are in a pros~erous co?·
dJt!On. \Ve have this seru on the prospect of a bountiful crop of potatoes, which IS the mam
crop of this agenr:y, for .the Indian ~ to subsist on. The wheat crop will be light, owing to
so much h?av y ram dunng la .t spn~g . :E or a more detailed rep OJ t of farming I refer you to
the. farmer o repo.rt accom.panymg this. The mos_t of the Indians under my charge 5eem ~vell
sat1. fied to rem am at the1r homes, aud to work w1th a will and determination to secure a hve·
lihood by tb ir own labor.
AIL the bunters have gone back to tbe mountains to kill and dry elk meat for the winter,
and those that are not hunters have gone to preparo their fisheries on the rivers to catch
salmon for winter. The Lyon law tribe of Indians, living on the L yonslaw bay and river,
bave a good crop of potatoe. and vegetable of all kinds this year. They are industrious and
good hunters. Th.e! an" but ve~ little expense to the government. 'I'hcy ask for nothing
more than ammumtwn to hnnt wtth and garden seed. They give the agent but little trouble
ALSEA INDIAN
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The Alsea tribe are of a lower class of Indians. They prefer making their living by .fishing
and hunting. They have some twelve acres or more in potatoes on the Alsea river, which
will be sufficient to keep them through the winter with the fish they catch and game they
kill in the mountains. The Coose and Umpqua Indians have built several new houses this
summel' and one new barn, besides other improvements, such as making and repairing fences.
Those Indians under my charge number as follows: C.oose and Umpqua tribes 245, Lyonslaw
tribe ! 33, Alsea tribe 155. The health of all the Indians at present is very good.
I would very respectfully suggest the necessity of a treaty with those Indians, ~s they
complain very mueh of the promises that were made to them by General Palmer several years
ago, and were never fulfilled.
This is a very desirable place for the number of Indians that are here. There is plenty of
fish and game to be got, and enough good land to cultivate, but not enough to be any inducement for whites to settle on, as there is no farming land between the Alsea and Lyonslaw
rivers, except this place where the agency farm is.
All respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. W. COLLINS,
United States Sub-Agent.
Ron. J. W. PERIT HUNTINGTON,
Supe1·int~ondent Indian A.ffairs, Srilem, Oregon.

No.13.
OFFICE SILETZ INDIAN AGENCY,

Oregon, July 31, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to submit my fourth annual report of the condition of the affairs of
this agency.
The number of Indians upon the reservation remain substantially the same as at the time
of my last annual report, the increase of the population being about equal to the number
of deaths.
Notwithstanding the non-performance by the government of the promises made to them,
these Indians still remain at. peace with the whites, and show an increased interest in agricultural pursuits, and are fast becoming an industrious ~nd laboring people. Upon first
assuming the duties of agent here, I found that most of the 1mprovements marle by the tribes·
upon the lands assigned to them were weak, frail structures, characteristic of the uomatic
Indian everywhere.
I found it very difficult to persuade them to build better houses, fencing, or barns, as they
were apprehensive of being again removed, their lands taken from them, and their labor lost.
Their unsettled condition, arising from the non-fulfilment of their treaties, I found to be a
serious obstacle to their advancement. By treating them firmly and with kindness, I succeeded in gaining their confidence and in convincing them that their location was permanent,
and by a firm system of discipline for the unruly and encouragement to all, with such assistance as the limited means at my disposal would justify me in giving them, they have made
many valuable improvements that will comp~:~.re favorably with any farming community in
the :::ltate. Every Indian family, with few exceptions, are now provided with a good substantial dwelling, surrounded by a small well cultivated garden, Ul. every instance under
fence. Special encouragement has been given them in the cultivation of these gardens. I
find that this has had 11n excellent effect, not only in supplying food for their immediate
wants, but in creating individual responsibility and an attachment for home; this attach
ment for and interest in home being the first ~tep necessary to break up the natural habits of
the Indian, and consequently the first toward his civilization.
. Though it would be impossible to giv.e in this. report a complete statement of the many
1~npro:vements made b;r and for th~se Indians dunng the past three years, yet the following
list wlll convey so~e 1dea o~ tbe kmd and character they no:n have: 27 large log and frame
bar~s, 3_52 substant1al ~welhng-houses, 209 acres of land m gardens, and 764 acres under
cult1vatwn and sown m wheat, oats, and timothy, or planttd in potatoes and other vegetables.
This does not include the lan.d.(470 acres) under fence and in part cultivated by the department, for the purpose of ra1smg seed, forage for the Int1ian department stock and food
'
'
for the old and destitute Indians.
I would respect~ully ref~r you to the s~atistical retu.rns of farming, wealth, &c., herewith enclosed, for furth.er wformatwn on the subJ ec~. Our crops, with the exception of the wheat, look
"':ell, and prom1se more than the average y1el.d. The following is an estimate of the probable
y1eld of the several crops upon the agency th1s year: 65,000 bushels potatoes, 7',000 bushels
oats, ],000 bushels wheat, 250 bushels peas, 250 bushels turnips, 50 tons timothy, 800 bushels assorted vegetables. Should the weather prove favorable this estimate will not fall short
of the actual yield.
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Our present ·wheat crop was planted with unusual care, and it was hoped that the result
this year would prove that, ·w ith a tboroug·b cultivation of the soil,and if sown in proper time,
good crops of wbeat could be raised here, but the climate this sp1ing was very much against
us; the almost. constant rain from January to May has injured it so much that it is doubtful
whether it will produce more than eight bushels to the acre.
In order to give these Indians a start in cattle, I purchased a few milch cows during the
past year, of which as yet I have made no distribution; as the number was so small I have
deemed it best to hold the control ot them as government stock, so as to better provide and
care for them until they increase to a sufficient number to make a judicious issue.
The saw-mill is in tolerable repair and of sufficient capacity to meet all the demands for
lumber.
The dam needs some repairs, which will be attended to immediately after our crops are se'
cured.
The flouring-mill, as before reported, being entirely irreparable and worthless. I purcha~ed
a movable patent French burr-mill, to run by either horse or water power. It is of capacity
sufficient to do all the grinding required for the Indians at present, and answers the purpose
as well as a larger or more expensive one.
}'rom the peculiar location of the farming portion of this agency, the farms being from
four to e1ght miles apart, it becomes very essential to the interests of these Indians to have
good wagon roads between these points. During the past spring and summer, when not
occupied with their farms, I have employed them in this manner, and we have now nearly
completed a good substantial road from one extreme to the other; . distance, wheu finished,
about sixteen miles.
The Indi ans were well pleased with the project, and offered th eir services freely, aski~g
only as compensation for their labor that rations in part be furnished to the most needy while
thus occupied.
Our Indian school hme is, I am happy to report, in a prosperous and satisfactory condition; the average number of scholars in attendance during the past year 'were fifteen, all that
could be accommodated with comfort in the school buildings; . I would here repeat the
recommendations in my former reports that a regularly authorized manual lab or school be
establi bed on this agency.
The occupation of the Yaquiria country by the whites, and the close proximity of their settlement., has so far proved an advantage to the Indians, by furnishing them with a market
for their furs, skins, surplus vegetables, &c., not heretofore . enjoyed by them, and if the
tribes here can be kept under proper restriction, this traffic will be an unceasing source of
revenue to them, without the disadvantages usually resulting from such intercourse .
. You arc aware that the detachnient of troops that were stationed near the agency have,
wi~hi~ the. past month, beeu removed by orders from General Halleck, and the post
bmldmgs duected to be sold. This movement I fear will, unless I am authorized to procure
t~ e _se~·vice~ of. additional employes, prove to a great extent disastrous to the welfare al?d
diSCiplme of this agency. The natural disposition of the Indians is to idleness and unprofitable habits, and their success heretofore in agricultural pursuits, and in establishing comfortable homes for themselves, have been more the result of the discipline established here by
~J:· elf and PI:Pclecessors than any natural desire on the part of the Indian to better his condJtJO!l, a~d I fear that without more assistance it will be next to an impossibility to conduct
th~ farmmg op~rations the coming year with that success which has characterized the past.
W1thout restramts, the settlements on the Yaquiria will, instead of a blessing, prove a curse
to the Indians. The whi~key traffic, with all its demoralizing influences, will flouri sh, without it being iu my po,. ·cr to check it, and I sincerely and earnestly hope that you will endeavor to have a small holly of troops stationed here, or that you wiH authorize me to increase
the number of employes without delay.
In closing this report, it is due to the several employes of this agency for me to say that
they. have been faithful and efficient in the discharge of their duties, and that to their energy
and mdustry the Indi ans arE\ much indebted for their present improved condition.
Very re. pectfully, your obedient servant,

BEN. SIMP ON,
Hon. J. W. PERIT Ht:.'TI~GTo.·,
Superiulendwt lndian Affairs in Oregon.

United Slt.tles lndian Agent.

No. 14.
UMATILLA INDIAN AGENCY.

Oregon, August 4, 1 66 .
• IH.:

I hav the honor to pr ·ent this my fifth aunual report as agent for the Walla-\Valla,

Cayn · , and mali11a Indian .
'llt ~udinn und r my eare are living togetl1er peaceably and contented, Lavin g nothing to
• complam of on the part of the government, all treaty stipulations being fulfilled as near as
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practicable. The only cause of discontent existing in their minds is the constant fear that
the reservation will be taken from them and thrown open to settlement by the whites.
The past year has witnessed our usual rapid prbgress in a.gricultural pursuits. A large
area of ground has been planted this year, and the season thus far being· favorable, we may
safely rely upou good crops.
As was long since predicted, the erection of mills has proved a great incentive to raise grain,
and the result is, several Indians this summer have more w'h eat than they can properly take
care of. I estimate the number of acres now under fence at something over two thousand,
. about half of which is unbroken land used ·for pasture, hay, corrals, &c., the remainder being
in a g-ood state of cultivation. The number of acres planted this year m(ty be estimated as
follows : Wheat, 480 acres; corn, 120 acres ; oattl, 100 acres, witll about 200 acres in peas,
beans, barley, potatoes, melons, pumpkins, onions, turnips, carrots, parsnips, beets, cabbage,
and other vegetables. The approximate yield of this land will be fifteen thousand bushels of
all kind s of produce, more than su:ffi<:ient for the wants of all if equally' distril:\uted.
As usual, quite a number of Indian farmers will each have from five lnmdred to one
tho.u sand dollars' worth of proclu<:e to sell, which they cau dispose of for good prices at the
neighboring towns and stations on the road. I may state that the new white seed whetLt introduced here last spring in accordance with your instructions is giviJ?g perfect satisfaction,
and I trust we shall be enabled ·to furnish the new seed to all next year. The ploughs and
harness received from you early in this spring· have done good service, as may be witne:>sed
in the greater area of land cultivated by Indians who never tilled the soil before without assistance from the agent." Upon the department farm of about sixty acres we expect 10 raise
sufficient of all sorts of grain and vegetables to supply .the wants of the aged and indigent,
and to furnish forage for the government stock, as well as seed next spring for the improvident. The department property having . been in constant use for seven years, has become
almost worn out and valuless. Most of the oxen are ao·ed and unfit fOJ: service. I would
respect!'ully recommend the purchase next spring, from the appropriation for beneficial objects,
of twe~ty yoke of young work-oxen, or ten span of large work-horses, suitable to break new
land, for which service the small ponies of the Indians are incapable.
The saw-mill was finished last fall, and the flouring mill is being completed now, in time
for the present harvest. The value of these mills to the Indians cannot be readily calculated.
In the government of Indians, I believe the primary object is to cPnsummate their transition
f~·om b.arbaris.m to a sort of civilization that induces them to earn their living oy the cultivatiOn of the sml and to conduct themselves peaceably towards the whites and each other. As
regards these tribes nothing will conduce so much to this object as the completion of the mills
upon the reservatron, and the assurance that their lands shall not be taken from them by
force~ as is often threatened by white persons.
It JS generally understood that most of the Indians here are wealthy; that is a mistake. A
large m!ljorit.v of them are poor indeed. The numerous herds of horses and cattle in their
pOSS~~SIOn are OWned by thirty or forty men, who know how to take care of their property as
well1f not better than white people. Many of the poor, such as orphaus and the old, blind,
and helpless, require constant aid from the agent to prevent suffering among them. Indians
nev~r help each other without hope of r emuneration.
H~ther~o I have been unable to report favorably of the school. At the present time I am
~ratified m being able to state that our school is in full tide of successful operation, exceedmg our most sanguine expectation,;. Since May Jast the average daily attendance of seholars
has been .twenty-five. To the unremitting labors of Hev. Father Vermeersch, the principal
teacher, 1s clue, in a great measure, our unexpected success thus far; and to eontinue the
~ood work it will be necessary to feed and clothe the Indian children during the winter to
msure tl1eir constant attendance. The children may be fed by me from the products of the
~ard.cn and fi:om the mill witho,lt any extra cost to the government, and I trust you will
turmslt blankets and woollen stuffs in time to be of use to tbem as cold weathr:>r commences.
~f tbe plan !11eets your approbation 1 propose, as Father Vermeerscl~ suggests, to plant a large
field exclmnvcly for the use and benefit of the school children. Most of the Indians residing·
here m:c Ro.~an Catholics, and their atta<:hment to the renrend father, who is pleased to aet
as then· spmtual as well as t13mporal teacher, is very gn~at. I have had little trouble in
~ceping the Indians in subjection dnring the past year; drunkenness and crime are becommg less frequent than formerly. I consider it fortunate that the necessity did not a_rise to
c:nll upot~ tl.1e military for assistance during the last year, as there have been no troops statiOned w1thm two hundred miles of the agency.
The~e tribes, although once powerful and warlike, are now completely subdued, and the
only violations of law and order are committed by thoughtless young men aud renegades
from di stant r servations.
Fo1 further ~nform.ation.in d~tail I wou.ld respectfully refer to the accompanying. reports of
treaty employes, wlJJch w1ll tlu . year be fouud more than usually full and intercstmg.
Very r spcctfully, your obedient servant,

J. W.

PERIT

II

TI 'GT

,

E sq.,

Superintendent of India" Aj'airs, Salem, Oregon.

W. H. BARNHART,
Dnited States indian Agent.
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UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION,

Oregon, August 1, 1866.
SIR: I beg leave to submit the following report as superintendent of farmin g :
At the time I took charge of that duty in April last, I found that considerable work had
been done by the Indians, under the superintendence of my predecessor, Mr. Cornoyer; the
new ploughs sent up by the superintendent of Indian affairs bad been turned over to the Indians,
who were busily engaged in putting in their spring crop. A much greater amount of land
is being cultivated by them than last year, and, although the continual wet weather delayed
the putting in of grains, I think from present appearan.ces the crop will turn out well.
The new white spring wheat is a great improvement, but, there being only enough to give
. seed to a few of the best Indian farmers, I, acting under your instructions, sowed a portion of
this wheat on the department farm; it looks extremely well, and I think we shall raise suffi.ient to give seed another year to all who nee.d it. The Indians seeing that the flouringmi1l now in course of erection will soon be finished, show a much greater anxiety to raise
grain than heretofore, and if we only had the teams to enable them to break up the land many
more new farms would be made next season; the department cattle are too old to be of much
service, and the Indian horses too small for that purpose. I can only at present. give an estimate of the amount .in cultivation this year. After a careful examination of the Indian
farms, I think they have about as follows : wheat, 480 acres; corn, 120 acres ; oats, 100
acre<J, and about 200 acres in peas, beans, barley, potatoes, melons, pumpkins, onions,
turnips, carrots, parsnips, beets, cabbage, and other vegetables. all of which look well, and
I think will yield an average crop. I would respectfully recommend that the farm on Wild
Horse creek, which remains wet too long in the spring to raise grain to advantage, be seeded
down in timothy grass for the purpose of raising feed for the department stock in future.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
· A. S. WHITF., Superintendent of JTarming.
W. H. BARNHART, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 14a.
UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION,

Oregon, August 1, 1866.
SIR: This is the first time I have had t be honor to report to you. I came on the reservation the 1st of November last year, in quality of teacher and spiritual drrector of the Indians
under your charge. No building being vacant at the agency suitable for a school-house, all
my time till the middle of May last, at which time you placed a school-house at my disposal,
has been employed in acquiring the language of the Indians, and visiting and exhorting them
it home, and performing for them on Sundays the divine offices, which the generality of the
Indians frequeut with the utmost exactitude, and in which they seem to take an unusual delight. The school being opened at the time above stated, I enrolled thirty-one scholars, viz.,
eleven boys and twenty girls; the average attendance may be fairly stated at twenty-five,
except for a short term during harvest, when a few were granted leave of absence.
This regularity in attending school must be for the greater part attributed to your solicitude and encouragement by furnishing food to tlJe children during the absence of their
parents in their annual fishing and hunting excursions. I think really that the school bas
been in every respect as great a success as could be expected for the few months it bas been
in operation. I would, h?wever, tr~nsgress the truth if I did say that. I expect much of the
school on the present footmg. Havmg but a day school, the children being under my care
but four or five hours a day, there cannot be a real progress either in learni11g or true civiliza~ion; they will continue to speak. their Indian language and follow their savage habits.
It 1 really to be regretted that Indmns who seem to show so much aptitude for progress
and civil life, and so much respect for religion, are deprived of a great part of those
means of education that are in existetice on other reservations. There should be funds approp:iated for a regular boarding school, by which the children should be taken from the
control of their parents; there hould also be a farm attached, on which the boys could be
taught every branch of agricultur , and the girls, under the care of two or three sisters of charity,
could be instructed in kmtting, sewing, and all kinds of bou ework. At the same time I
would propo. e the erection of a ho .. pital for sick Indians whose condition would. be greatly
ameliorat d, and where they could be better cared for, and their spilitua.l welfare to eternity
b tt r ecured . This being the object of my most sincere desire, I would impo ·eon myself
ev ry po!.!sihle sacrifice to obtain this end, it the government participated in my views, and
would be ·willing to co-operate with me for that purpose.
• ubmitting the. e views to your kind consideration and the solicitude of the Indian department at \Va hingtvn, I remain, sir, respectfully yours,
FATHER W ARNEERSCH,
Principal Teacher for the Walla- Walla, Cayuse, and Umatilla Tribes of Indians.
WILLIAM H. BAR ..-nART, Esq.,
nited States Indian .Agent.
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No. 15.
ASHLAND MILLS, OREGON,

August 6, 1866.
SIR: I respectfully submit the following, my first annual report as United States Indian
sub-agent :
·
I entered upon the discharge of my duties in the Klamath and Rogue River region about
the 25th of September, 1865, under instructions requiring me toexerc.ise supervision over the
Klamath a.nd Moadoc tribes, the several tribes of Snakes, and all stragglers lurking around
the mountains of southern Oregon.
On the 15th October ensuing I set out for the lake country, in company with the interpreter of the sub-agency, appointed agreeable to your instructions on the 12th of that month,
to attempt to conclude a treaty of peace with Rowlock, principal chief of a tribe of Snake
Indians not treated with, who was then said to be in the vicinity of Sprague River valley,
and anxious to enter it} to a treaty of. amity with the United States.
Having sent out a 'deputation of Yahooskin Snakes, together with Pauline, chief of Nollpah-pe Snakes to see How lock, they returned reporting that Rowlock lleclared himself for a
continuation of the war, and attempted to persuade Pauline to join with him. The prospects
of concluding a treaty with Rowlock were hence blasted, and after remaining some time on
the resPrvation, examining into the state of feeling among the different tribes and inquiring
into their condition, I returned to Ashland.
· Pauline appeared at that time desirous to cari·y out, on his part, the provisions of the
treaty made with his tribe on August 12, 1865, and as a proof of his sincerity, offered to acCDmpany, with his warriors, the military, if an invasion of Rowlock's country should be
made fi·om Fort Klamath. Pauline, however, brought but few of his people on to th~ reservation.
On December 18, I started for Fort Klamath to attend to the issuing· of subsistence to the
Snake Inchans and to examine into the condition of the other tribes, and on arriving there I
issued to Paulme such an amount of shorts and flour as I deemed would supply him and his
people until spring. At that time I found the Klamath and Yahooskins generally quite well
enough provided with dried fish, &c., to subsist them during the remainder of the winter,
but to quiet their loud clamorings £or flour, I made some moderate issues to the chiefs and,
through them, to some of their subjects who seemed rather needy. I became convinced at
this time of a growing disaffection among the Indians, on account of the tardiJ?-ess of the
government in fulfilling treaty stipulations, and I gave it as my opinion, in a communication
addressed to yonr office, that something should be done by the government, as soon as possible, to inspire the Indians with proper confidence in it.
In order to give the Indians some tangible evidence of the government's intention to fulfil
its promises, as well as to ascertain the variety of garden vegetables and cereals that could
be produced on the Klamath reservation, as far as possible, considering the lill:!ited amount
of funds provided for colonization purposes, in obedience to your instructions, I commenced
making arrangements towards the close of April last to proceed to the reservation and put in
a crop there, calculating that early in May it would be possible to cross the Cascade mountains with a wagon . .
Having made necessary purchases and having employed a person to assist in driving the
team and also in ploughing and planting, I left Ashland on May 1, and followed the old
emigrant road without difficulty, except from fallen timber, as far as the emigrant crossing
on the Klamath river, where I changed my course from almost due east and pursued as far
as Sink river, in a northeasterly direction, a route sometimes followed by wagons on their
way to the gold region. of the Columbia. At Sink river I changed my course a little west of
north through the mountains bordering Upper Klamath lake on the east, and after travelling
through a pass in the mountains never before traversed by wagons, but decidedly practicable,
on May 12 I arrive!! at th e bead of navigation on the lake, about eight miles south of Fort
Klamath, four miles north of Williamson river, and twenty-five from Ashland, and at the
point I decided to commence operations.
Prom this place, which is called Ko-was -ta by the Indians, level, fertile plains extend off
towards Fort Klamath, bordered on the east by splendid groves of timber and crossed by
beautiful s tream~ of water, clear as crystal. This location for an agency, in my estimation,
could scarcely be excelled. Fiue timber, stone and wild meadow lands abound; the climate
is far milder than that of Fort Klamath, but a few miles above, and it is near enough to that
post and to thr. Indian village on Williamson river for any required purpose. Three miles
above on Ko-was-ta or Crooked river there is as fine a mill site as I have ever seen, and from
the rivulet just mentioned all the tillabJ.e land below could be easily irrigated if it should require it.
Ploughing was commenced soon after aniving at Ko-was-ta, and by the 31st of May sixteen acres were put in, seven in wheat, oats, bearded and bald barley, seven in corn and
beans and two in turnip , carrots, pea., potatoes, artichokes and onions. By the assistance ~f the Indians, .there was also built a good substantial log house, and the Indians en-
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closed the field, and altogether about 11 thousand acres of land, with a good brush and log
fence. I made necessary arrangement and had put in at Williamson river, ~tbout the 1st o(
May, in a small enClosure, a number of varieties of garden vegetables, as also some wheat
a.nd oats.
The Klamaths and Gahoosldns, when they saw operations actual1y commenced, beca.rne
reassured of the good intentions of the government, and I fftr exceeded my most sangm~e
expectations iri regard to employing them in labor. They were ready and willing to a~s1s t
as I should direct, and during the whole time of laboring on the reservation I kept a fat1g~e
party of from ten to thirty-six at work, all they received in return being some shorts I. ISsued to them while laboring and the prospect of better times in future. The season bemg
far advanced, operations ceased for a time \vith the close of May.
On the 18th of July I appointed, at a moderate salaryo for the time being, a person. toreside on the agency farm to attend to the cultivation of the crop, to provide hay su~CJent to
subsist the departm ent animals through the wiuter, and to transact such other duties t?ere
as may be calculated to 1)romote the good being of the service. Through the representatiOns
of the farmer, I am abl~ to state. that at present most of the crop is flourishin g; a pa~:t, however, put in on dry land is not doing very well. At Kowasta most of the corn, turmps, potatoes, barley, oats and wheat look well and promise an abundant yield, and at Wil!Jamson
river the wheat and oats are waist-high and are beading out, but most of the vegetab!es at
the latter place were put in rather too early and are not flourishing. I am very well sa:t1sfied
th!:l-t the climate and soil of Kowasta and of the bottoms on Williamson river are smted to
the production of wheat, oats, barley, rye, carrots, cabbages, turn1ps; potatoes, artic~o~es
and Indian corn, and from the appearance of things thus far, would give it as my opmwn
that all those things may be cultivated there with advantage.
There are sufficient colonization funds or more than a sufficiency on hand to meet the expenses that would necessarily be incurred in putting in a respectable crop of grain on the
reservation this fall, and I am of opinion that the interests of the service would be much pro.
moted by employing so much of them as would be necessary for that purpose.
There are at present no Snakes proper on the res ervation, unless we except so me pnsoners
in th e custody of the military at Fort Klamath. P auline left the reservation witll his people
some time in April last, and I am led to believe that he went away with hostile designs, a~1d
that there is now a union of all the Snakes proper for a. more determined war. I hoped ±or
a long time that Pauline was only absent in pursuance of a promise to use his influence t.o
persuade Rowlock and other hostile chieftains to forsake the war-path, but it seems s~lffi
ciently evideut that he nor his people now harbor any feelings of amity towards the Umted
States. The universal belief among the Klamaths and Yabooskins is that the Snn¥es are. all
for war. Their vigilance lest the Snakes invade their. country to rob and plunder, the w~th
drawal of Pauline t-md his people from the reservation in a clandestine manner, the lurkmg
of straggliu g· bands of Snakes around its limits and the increase in number of the depTedations in tbe Columbian regions, would seem sufficient to justify the military in capturing all
the stragglers possible around the reservation, and Major W. V. Rinehart, commanding l!.,ort
Klamatl.l, with the assistance of Klamaths and Yabooskins, bas taken eaptive a number of
Snakes. "The Klamaths and Yahooskins," MAjor Rinehart says, "are eacrer to vind icate
their loyalty, and would willingly become our allies in an invasion of the S~ake doma.in."
The Moadoc Indians who withdrew from their country last year, through the influence, as
I believe, of certain white persons, more intent on promoting their own pecuniary interest.s
thau the good-being of the Indians or the welfa.re of the country, have sent messengers t.o
me at different times, to 1eprcsent their readiness to do as I may d<:>sire thPm, and their willingness to come on to the reservation in the event of the ratification of the treaty made with
them, the Klamf,tb s and Yahoosldns conjointly. Tlley have returned to their country in and
around Clear Lake valley, and are collecting roots ani! seeds for winter use.
Of straggling Indians there are a few in outbern Oregon. Thirteen Molalles are at·
Flounce Rock, on the head-waters of Rogue river; a little band of the same tribe arc on the
C.:ascade n~nge further north; and I have just learned that there is a little band, I lmow not
of ·what tnbc on south mpqua river. lf provi ion is made for the maiutenance of these
stragglers on the Klamath re ·ervation, I apprehend no difficulty in removing tl1em tber·o.
Tlle Klan~aths are anxious to assi. t in bringing stragglers on to the reservation, and I haw
already g1ven some of them permission to bring some of their own p<:>oplo from Oregon City
and the Dallc·s.
. H :rc let me represent the necessity of purchasing, if the fund provided for such purposes
m th1s department are adequate, a considerable amount of shorts or flour to issue to Indians
while laboring on the l lamath reservation, and al o to supply the cle;titute and the . ick
through the coming winter. I hope the treaty of October J 5 will be ratified at an early clay,
so that more extensive mea. ures may be adopted to improve the conditiou of the tribes included in that compact. By proper management tb y would very soon becomP an agricultural p ople, and under due and proper rc>gulations, with their advancement in agricu ltural
know ledge, their barbarous customs would fast eli ·appear, and civilizetl habits take their
place.
I would here state that kindness and court y have characterized fajer Ri nehart, Cap tam
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McCall a:nd Lieutenants Oat man and Pattens, stationed at Fort Klamath, during my intercourse. w1th them, and I would express my thankfulness for their valuable assistance and
many favors.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LINDSAY APPLEGATE,
Hon.

J. W P.

United States Indian Sub-Agent.
HUNTINGTON,

Sztperintendent Indian Affairs in Oregon.

CALIFORNIA SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 16.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, CALIFORNIA,

San Francisco, September 15, 1866.
SIR: I have the honpr in compliance with the requirements of the department to submit
my see.ond annual report ef the condition of Indian affairs within my superintendency.
The accompanying reports of the several agents will exhibit statements in detail of the
condition of the Indian service at the several agencies.
I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the faithful and e:fficiE!nt manner in which the several agents and employes have rlischarged their duties, the results of which have bee.n, in
part, the gradual and permanent improvem ent of the condition of the Indians, and the large
and abundant harvests on the S(•veral reservations, which have been the results of the united
labors of the' employes and Indians.
Round Valley reservation, under charge of Agent Fajrfield, has increased evidences of success and prosperity. The Indians at this agency, under the direction and supervision of the
agent and employes, have performed a large amount of labor during the past year. They
have procured from the adjacent mountains the timber and . shing•les, and erected a large
frame barn 46 by 60 feet, two large fi·ame granaries, one 24 by 24 feet, and one 30 by ~0 feet,
an addition to frame barn, (erected year previous,) of 24 by 25 feet. They have made
30,000 rails, enclosed 2,300 acres of land, (making the number of acres of land enclosed on
the reservation with an e-xcellent ft;lnce 5,000 acr()s,) and have plit in cultivation 1,100 acres
grain and vegetables.
The station at the Mendocino reservation, in charge of E. J. Whipple, was discontinued
the 31st of March last, the employes discharged, and th~ government property removed to
Ronnel valley. I t is thought advisable that the Indians should i·emain at their present location for the time being; they desire to remain until the lands of the re~ervation shall have
been sold by the government. At this locality they obtain large quantities of fish and clams,
and many of them find employment at the lumber mills in the vicinity at fair wages, with
which they obtain clothing; their presente is not obnoxious to the few settlers adjoining the
reservtttion, nor is their labor required on the reservation at Round valley at present; as soon,
however, as the interests of the service require it, they will be removed. They are under
the supervision of the agent at Round valley, and will be furnished by him with such additional subsistence as they may require.
In October last, 342 vVrylackers, Trinity and Eel River Indians, which were held as prisoners of war at Humboldt bay, were removed by the miJ.itary authorities to Hound valley,
and pl aced in charge of the agent. During the winter and spring a number of the Trinity
Indians, (advised aml instigated by wbite men, who have located in the vicinity of the reservation, and are ]mown as squaw men,) have left the reservation and returned to their former locations in Trinity county; they are that portion of the Trinity Indians who had
become domesticated, and at the time of their being taken and held as prisoners they were,
the most of them, in the employ of the whites. No measures have been taken by the agent
up to the present time for their return.
·
By ob ervation and information obtained during the past year, I must again urg·e upon
the department the importance, and for the benefit of the Indian service, the necessity of the
entire valley, with its extensions to the summit of the surrounding mountains, with boundaries a. indicated .in topographical map, (whi.cb I enclose with this report,) be set apart a:nd
held for reservatiOn purposes. The settlHs m the valley, who are entitled to, should rece1ve
a fair compensation for their improvements.
The mountain lands embraced ~ithin the boundaries designateJ on the accompanying map
would be valuable to tho ro:ervatwn for pasturage, and invaluable insomuch that a clas.s of
white ruen, (known as squaw men,) whose locations in the proximity of the reservat1?ns
are their bane and curse, would bP, by the boundaries, prevented from settling and locatmg
where their connexions and influence with the Indians would be so deleterious to their welfare and the prosponty of the reservation.
.
.
A bill in relation to RounJ vall y ancl other Indian reserVfltions in northern CalJforma,
utroduced in the House of Representatives by Hon. John Bidwell, meets with my appro-
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val, except the boundaries mentioned in the bill. The boundaries should, for the reasons
above stated, be enlarged and extended to the summit of the mountains, as indicated in the
map. These mountain lauds cannot for many years be of any value to the government,
except in counexion with the reservation, while if they are not included within the limits of the
reservation they will be occupied by stock men, hunters, and squaw men, for the time being.
Government stock will disappear, the Indians will be outraged by the abduction acd stealing
of their squaws, liquors will be furnished them clandestinely, and all of those evils to the
reservation which have been and still continue to be the results of a close proximity of this
class of people will not be abated.
.
The reservations of Mendocino and Nome Lackee having been abandoned, I would rec,
ommend that the land embraced within said reservations be brought into market and disposed of for settlemen.t at an early day. A large portion,of the lands embraced within the
Nome Lackee reservation are well adapted for stock grazing and raising small grain, and
the citizens are ready and anxious to purchase and occupy the lands as soon as they are
offered for sale, and I believe it is the true policy of the government, and .would be to the
interest of the county and State in which they are located, that they be brought into market
and offered for sale as soon as possible.
Mendocino reservation extends from the south bank of the Noyo river, north with the coast,
to a point one and a half mile north of Bedata creek, tP.n miles in length and three and a
half mile~ in width. That portion of the reservation lying betw8en the southern boundary
and PuddPn creek eontains most of the government buildings and improvements; the land
embraced within this boundary was found to be unproductive and not susceptible of cultiva.t ion with profit, and the agency was removed some three years since to the northern boundary on Bedata creek. The public buildings and improvements above mentiuned were, during my predecessor's administration, placed in care of Somers & Brown, (living at the
mouth of the Noyo,) in whose care they are at prese~t, without charge to the government;
the buildings and improvements are unoccupied, and are rapidly going to decay.
During the administration of Superintendent Henley, a large and valuable steam lumber
mill was erected on the reservation, on the .north bank of the Noyo river, by McPherson &
Co., with the consent of Superintendent Henley, and a number of dwellings have been
erected on the reservation, in the immediate vicinity of said mill. I would recommend that
provision be made, on the sale of those lands by the government, for McPherson & Co., and
other sett.lers, who occupied and improved lands on the reservation by the consent and permission of said superintendent, that they be allowed to purcha,se the lands at a fair valuation.
The hmds lying between Pudden creek and the northern boundary have been leased to
E. J. Whipple for the periqd of eighteen months, from the 1st day of April last, at fifty dollars per month, payable quarterly, the lease subject to the approval of the honorable Commissioner of ~ndian Affairs, and to any action that may be taken by the honorable Secretary o!
the Intenor, or Congress, as to the sale or disposal of said lands. Th e lands embraceu
within this boundary contain some twenty-five hundred acres of fertile land, (one hundred
and sixty acres of which has heretofore been cultivated;) the balance of the land is sandy
barrens, affording pasturage to a limited extent; on these lands is a dwelling-house, barn,
and stable. It was thougbt by the superintendent that it would be more for the interests of
the Indian servke to lease the said lands at a fair rental, with the conditions as above, than to
abandon them entirely, or place a person in charge of tb,e buildings and improvements at the
expen e of ~he government. It would be to the interest of the department for the lands on
there ervat10n to be surveyed and brought into market at an early day.
The removal of a large number of Indians from Red Wood and Potter valley to Round
valley bas been in contemplation for some time; the agent bas postponed their removal
until after harvest, as many of the Indians are absent from those localities, employed by
farmers in the grain and potato fields.
Hoopa Valley reservation, in charge of Agent Stockton: The affairs of this agency have
much improved, and have been well conducted by the agent during the past year. The
failure of the crops last year, on account of the drought and late planting, rendered it necessary that some purchases of subsistence should be made to supply the necessities of the
Indians until harvest; this, with the bile of some additional teams necessary for sowing and
planting the crops, has increased the expenses on this reservation to a small extent.
.
The excellent crops of grain and vegetables which have been raised on the reservation the
pre ent eason give abundant supply for all the wants of the Indians, dispel any fears in
the future, and give the a surance that tlJe lands on the reservation, when all brought into
cultivation, can supply all demands in the way of subsi tence, and produce a surplus which
would go far towards making the reservation self-sustaining.
The Indians at thi agency have a strong attachment for this valley, and are contented and
well di. ,posed. The confidence of the citizens in the permanent settlement of Indian troubles
and difficulties in this portion of t~e tate is fully established, and the farms and mining
claim , wbi~h w ~e aba~doned d~nng the afore aid difficulties, are being reoccupied, and
the country 1s rap1dly filhng up w1th a permanent and enterprising population.
The yeceipt of the money appropri~ted by Congres~ to pay the settlers for their improv~
mr-nts m Ho pa valley. by the up nntendent has giVen gr at satisfaction and strenrrth m
the confidence already felt that Indian depredations are no more to be feared or expe~.:t;d.
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Smith River reservation is at present in charge of George Kingsbury, special agent, appointed temporarily to fill the vacancy of Agent Bryson, removed.
The crops raised on this reservation the present year are good, and the amount of grain
and vegetables will, I think, be considerably in excess of the wants of the Indians for subsistence. But little can be realized at this agency by the sale of surplus produce, for the .
want of a market. The citizens raise an abundance to supply the demand in the country,
and the high rates of freight (owing to the dangers of navigation during the fall and winter
months preventing transportation to San Francisco) leaves but a small margin after paying
expenses. ·
Many of the Indians on this reservation have recently become •dissatisfied and discon·
tented; the reason they give for this state of feeling is, that they think government will not
purchase the lands on which they.are at present located, and they apprehend they will be
removed to some location not so desirable. Quite a number have recently left the reservation, with the intention, as is supposed, not to retui·n. The agent, with the aid of the military, is endeavoring to capture them .and compel them to return.
In consequence of this dissatisfaction existing among the Indians, the prospective condition of the reservation, which, under the present condition of affairs, cannot be successful,
the additional expense and difficulties attending the maBagement of a reservation under
these difficulties, and on lands rented of private individuals, I must, looking to the interest
of the service and of the Indians, recommend the abandonment of the reservati ')n as soon as
practicable, and the removal of the Indians and government property to Round Valley reservation; this measure, if approved by the department, cannot well be carried into effect before
the 1st of May. An appropriation of five thousand dollars will be necessary t:o defray the
expenses of removal ; this amount will be saved the government in one year in the rent of
lands and pay of agent and employes at said reserv:.-ttion. I recommend the removal of the
Indians aforesaid to Round valley, for the reason that they will be better satisfied and contentep on this reservation than at Hoopa valley. At the Round Valley reservation are many
of the Humboldt and Wylackee Indians, portions of the same tribe now at Smith river,
speaking the same language, and their tribal relations are such that it would be•to the intere'its of the service, as well as an act of justice and humanity to them, that they be united;
and, fmther, whatever changes made in the northern portion of the State, in the removal of
the Indians, should be done, in viflw of making, as soon as the public interest will permit,
Round valley the only Indian reservation in that portion of the State.
'l'he lands now occup1ed and cultivated for reservation purposes are under lease until the
1st of January next. Should it be determined by the department that the removal be made
next spring, the leases of the lands now occupied should not be renewed-only the farm of
Sarville & Darby, on which the Indians are located, and this only for six months. A considerable portion of the government property will not pay for its removal ; the superintendent
should be authorized, in the event of a removal, to have such property appraised aud·sold for
the benefit of the Indian service.
Tule·River farm: · This reservation is under the supervision of Agent Hoffman, whose
management of the affairs has been as efficient as could be expected on an agency located on
rented lands.
The Indians at this agency, under the direction of the agent and employes, have, duriug
the past year, performed a large amount of labor; they have, in addition to cultivating the
lands, cons tructed a water-diteh several miles in length, bringing i:::::. the waters of 'l'ule river,
for irriga tion purposes, on to the most elevated portion of the farm, and the public lands
connected therewith, and by which good crops of grain and vegetables can be raised in
seasons of the most severe drought.
They have also opened a wagon road, twenty-five miles in length, from the reservation
into the mountains to the timb ered region, where they can obtain all the fencing and building .
materials that may be required for the use of the reservation; they have constructed adobe
houses suffident to protect themselves and families from the inclemency of the weather and
to make them comfortable, and also have enclosed, with a brush fence, several hundred acres
of public lands adjoining the rented farm for pasturage and cultivation.
The Indians perform the labor required of them cheerfully, as the amount of labor perform ed ?n this farm the past year abundantly proves, but under the present condition of the
reservat10n, on rented lands, their labor can only be effective so far as to provide for their
subsi te~ce.. Could the government purchase the lands, which I have recommended in form er
commumcat1?ns to the department, their labors could be made effective in permanent improvements, m the ~rection of buildings, fencing, and planting of orchards, vineyards, &c.
I cannot agr~e. w1tJ;! Agent Hoffman that no money should be expended in the way of
school. and rehgwus mstruction. I am fully satisfied that, with the reservation permauently
e tabhshed on lands owned by the government, necessary buildings erected and irnprovemeJ?tS made, and proper and ~ompetent teachers employed, (a. man and his wife would be
desuable,) much good and lru tmg benefit to the young Indians, both male and female, would
be effected.
If no other considera~ion than dollars and cents was involved in the purchase of this
farm, on which the Ind1aus are now located, it would be to the interest of the government
to purchase the lands, as the amount would be saved in three years in, rents paid and the
4
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increased value of the farm arising from the erection of buildings and construction of per·
manent improvements.
The Mission Indians in southern California, estimated, number 3,300. The condition of
these Indians, and what I consider was the interest and duty of the government towards
them, was made the subject of a special communication to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of 1:3th April last, on my return from a visit to their locality. Subsequent
observation and information confirms me in the views then expressed, and I cannot too
thoroughly recommend that provision.be made for their future and permanent location and
settlement.
The Indians in this superintendency, not including· those on the reservations and th e Mission Indians, number in the aggregate 19,000, estimated f:J:om the most reliable informatio~
obtained. They are to be found in every ~ounty, but are the most numerous in the extreme
southern and northern pOTtions of the State.
The Cohuillas, Yumas, and Mojaurs, numbering 2,600, reside in the south, on and near
the Colorado river. They are peaceable and inoffensive, cultivating the soil to some extent,
and furnishing wood in quantities to the steamers navigating said river. Their isolated location, peaceable and quiet demeanor towards the citizens, and the mutual advantages derived from furnishing the steamei·s with wood, suggests the policy that they remain as at
present located. They should receive ±rom the government some agricultural implements,
for which they have made a request.
The Chemihuaras and Pi-Utes, 1,800 in number, reside and roam over that section of the
State b?rdering upon the Moj aur river and .itsrconfl.uer;tce ~ith the Colorado riv~r. They are
more w1ld and. savage than any of the Indians of Cal! forma . Several depredatwns 011 travellers and settlers have. been committed recently in their vicinity, in starting and driving
off stock, and several persons have been murdered, and it is believed that those Indians are
the aggressors. As soon as measures may be taken and vonsummatecl for the permanent
est1tblishment of a reservation in the southern part of the State, those Indians should be
colleeted by the military and placed thereon; the present condition of the reservation at
Tule River "farm is such that this desirable object cannot be· executed.
East of the Coast Range, on Owen's river and vicini~y, are the Owen's Rive~· and Cas_o
Indians, in number 1,500; they have the same characteristics as the Cheminares and P1·
Utes ; their removal to a reservation at. an early day is desirable.
In the north the Klamath Indians, residing on the Klamath river, are the most numerous
in that porticn of the State; they number 1,800. They are comparatively isolated , and
have preserved their tribal identity. They obtain their subsistence mostly from fish caug~t
in the river, on the banks of which they reside, and are peaceable and well-disposed. Unt1l.
that section of the State in which they reside is thickly settled by the whites, they should
remain as at present located, as they are averse to being removed.
The Indians other than those before mentioned reside in various sections of the State, in
small communities ; in some localities their presence is obnoxious to the citizen s ; in others
they are tolerated on account of the labor they perform for the whites; their condition is
deplorable and pitiful in the extreme; they are demoralized both physically and morally.
This condition, lamentable as it is, is the result of their intercourse and contact with the
lowest class of the white population, and they more readily embrace the vices of civilization because ·it is only with its vices they come in contact. Place the Indian in contact
with the good, the moral, and religious, aud be will yield to the inf:l.uence with which he is
surrounded, and would imbibe good and correct principles . The Indians in this superintenden~y are placed, by circumstances over which they had no control, under peculiar hardships. Origiually the owners and rightful possessors of the lands in this fair commonwe~llh, they are now the helpless wards of a government which recognizes no right or title
wh1ch they may have originally possessed. With no lands, 110 treaties, no annuities, no
powur or means of extricating themselves from the influences with whi~h they are surrounded, and which are rapidly and surely working their destruction and extermination,
and surrounded by a community whose sentiments, if not expressed in words, are in actions
an~ influence, the case of the poor Indian is a hopeless one, and before the march of civilizatiOn be must give way ; and instead of civilization reaching out a helping band to elevate and redeem, it is used to hasten his destruction and effect his entire demoralization and
degradation.
How iR the ~ndian to be raised from his degradation and vices, and be brougllt to participate m and e~JO.Y the influences of Christian civilization 7 He mu t be placed in a position
away from ev1lmfluence and under the control of per oos whose example and instruction
would teach him to avoid evil habits and embrace good ones.
'l'o effect this desi~able and huma.n~ object, the Indians must be placed on reservations removed as far a pos 1bl from all VICIOUS a.ud demoralizing influences. Agents in charge
and emyloyes. should, if po~ ible, be mex;t ?f. f~mi~ies, residing on the reservations, where
tl!e ·oc1al habit and dowest1c comforts ot ClvihzatJOu would be a daily example for the Indi!lns, both mal~ a~~~ male. The pay of employe should be sufficicut to engage men with
Wiv · or small fam1he to locate on the reservations. One hundred dollars p r month for
the service of a man and his wife should be allowed by the government, the man to be em.
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ployed with the Indians in t eaching them and directing them in their labors, and his ·wife in
teaching the Indian women sewing and housewifery, and habits of cleanliness and morality.
Manual labor schools should be established, and placed in charge' of a man anJ his wife
of a moral and religious character ; then the Indi an youth of both sexes should be taught.
The first rudiments t~tught should be labor, industry; when this instruction is properly instituted, moral anJ intellectual instruction will more easily be inculcated.
I can conceive of no policy, except the foregoing, by which the Indians of this State ean
be really and permanently benefited ; but little can be effected in improving the morals and
changing thf:' lu~b its and customs of eld er Indians. The young of both S!)xes, however, receive instruction:; readily, and with those should the efforts for reformation and moral im provement be applied and directed . In the county of Klamath, in which the Hoopa Valley
reservation is located, are one hundred half-breed children, from three to ten years of age.
Several of the citizens have expressed a desire th at a school should be established on that
reservation, where those half-breeds could be taught, and receive the advantages and blessings of civilization so far as .they can be appli ed to their pecu1iar condition.
The reservations at Round valley and Hoopa valley now present invitin~ fields of labor
in this d1rection. Here are hundreds of children in a land of churches, of Christianity, and
civilization, whose moral degntdation is as low as those of any people the most degraded,
and shall there be no efforts made to elevate and reclaim them from this condition '! Our
common humanity requires that the effort should be made, and Christianity guarantees success if the efforts are made under her guidance and influence.
So far as reg8rds the present and prospective condition of the reservation, in respect to
subsistence, improvement, and good order, it is as good as could be expected, and much better thau was anticipated one year since; the granaries at Round valley are fuli to overflowing, and abundance at all the other reseryations.
The prompt remittance of funds by the department at Washington, on the requisitions of .
the superintendent, and the prompt ·p ayment of all liabilities incurred for the Indian service,
has placed the credit of th~ Indian department, in this State, in a more favorable position
than it has heretofore attained.
.
The passage of the bill No. 572, introducPd by Hon. J ames Bidwe1l, in relation to Round
va1ley and otlter Indian reservations in northern California, with enlarg·ed boundaries, and
the purc'base of the Madden farm, a t Tule ri~rer, on which the Indians are now located,
would be all that would be required to make the reservations permanent and a success, and
which would insure a gTadual decrease in the appropriations for the Indian service in this
State.
Tbe assistance and co-operati on of the military officers stationed in this State has been
freely and willing·ly g-iven, whenever desired, in assisting the officers of this superintendency
in the discharge of tl.teir duti es.
A statistical return of farmiug on the several agencies, and report of the number of Indians in the California superintendency , plea~e find accompanying thi~> report.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedie11t servant,
CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, California.
Ron. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Ajfai1·s, Washington, D . C.

No. 17.
HooPA VALLEY RESERVE,
August 20, J866.
SIR: In compliance with tbc .requirements of the department, I have the honor to submit
the following as my annual report of the condition of affairs on the Hoopa Vall ey reserve :
There are about twelve hundred acres of land in the valley; the government has possession of all except the farm of Garrett & Campbell, numbering two hundred acres. The
number of acres of wheat sowed, 200; number of acres volunteered, 150. Estimated number of bushels of wheat raised this season, 4,000 ; number of acres of oats sowed, :~0; number of acres voluuteered, :}0 ; estimat(•d number of bushels, 1, 000. Corn planted, 30 acres ;
potatoes, 40 acres, with the prospect of fair crops ; peas so wed, J 0 acres. At the commencement of lt arvest we were short of beef, and it was necessary to feed the working Indians
some of the peas, and after using what was needed, we thrashed out and put away J J ,000
pounds. Number of acres of beans, JO ; carrots, 5; crop V~?ry light.
The Indians on the reserve number six hundred and fifty. They are contented and work
readily and willingly. They have done all the labor in harvesting and thrashing, only requiring the a ·sistauce of the emp loyes to see that the machines are kept in running order.
Nuruber of hor. es owned by government, 8 ; mules, 7; and tv,·o yoke of oxen; hardly
sufficient to put in the crops and do all the work necessary to be done on the reserve. Num-
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ber of swine, ::lO bead; cattlP, 30 head; and it will be necessary to make additional pur~:
chases of beef to feed the Indians until the necessary supply can be rai.>ed on the resetve. I
would recommend that a band of cows be purchased, so that we can raise our own stock.
I have received blank forms of statistics of education. There. never has been anything
done iu this part of the State to improve the moral or intellectual .condition of the Indians.
I think that a good school would be a benefit to the younger Indians, as they learn quit.e
readily, and would soon learn to read and write.
The sanitary condition of the Indians is about the same as usual. The number of deaths
is about twelve, and the number of births the same.
An abundance will be raised this year for . the subsistence of the Indians on the reserve,
and when the government once gets possession of the entire valley, so as to exclude all
white men except tbe necessary employes, they will have no further trouble with the Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT L. STOCKTON,
Indian Agent, Hoopa Valley Reserve.
Hon. CHARLES MAJ,TBY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, California.

ROUND VALLEY INDIAN RESERVANION,

August 10, J866.
Sm: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report of the condition of affairs
pertaining to the Indian service on the Round Valley reseryation.
There are now on the reservation over one thousand Indians, according to a late census,
of the following tribes :
Names of tribes.

Men.

Women. Boys.

Girls.

Total.

---- ---N ylackee and Trinity River ..• __ •.. __ .• _..
Eel River. ... _•.......... _._ ... ___ ..• ___ .
Pitt River ....••.....................••..
Cow Cow ...... ···--· ...•.. ··---· ....... .
Yuca ................... ~--- .......... ..
Total. ...• -- ............. _....... ..

29

83

110
103

34
4
18
14
26

30

361
26
J9o
238
242

386

488

96

93

1,063

124
10
73

187

96

12
76

16
18

---- -------- ---- ----

The Indians, though coming from difi'er.ent parts of the State, and speaking a diversity
of languages, have been peaceably disposed awong themselves, generally happy and contented, and sufficiently industrious and obedient to meet the necessities of our tarwing operations. Their health has been generally good. They have been well fed, the reservation
having produced for the last year more food than was necessary for their subsistence. 'l'h.e
only or principal drawback to their personal welfare and comfort has been the insufficiency
of cl?tl.nug,, the qua~tity provided_ ~aving been wholly inadequate to their wants. 'l'be
clothwg_ sl.11ppe~ last ta~ by CommiSSJOJ:~~r Dole was about enough to furnish one-fourth of
the. Indmns w1th a smt each. In additiOn thereto, however, l:::)uperintendent Maltby bas,
dunng the. present year, furnis~ed a lib~ral amount of clothing and other supplies, which
have contnbuted greatly to theu well-bemg, and enabled them to get along without much
absolute ufl'ering.
.
The res ~-vation is now. in good farming condition, the fences, houses, and other improvement ~avm~ been ~ept m ~ood order and greatly improved during the year.
The tol!OWI~g e~hmate ~f produce for the pre. ent year is based upon the probable yield
of crop ' 1 Jndgmg from thel!' present appearance:
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Acres
Estimated yield. so;\•ed.
·wheat............ . . . .

9, 000 bushels.

500

Barley. . . . . . . . • • • • • . . . 2, 500 bushels. 150
Oats ...... . • . • . . • • . . • . 4, OQO bushels. 100
Corn.. .... . .. . • .. .. . . 6, 000 bushels. 200
Potatoes.. .... .. . . .. .. 3, 000 bushels.
40
Hay ... .. ...•......... '
220 tons... . 300
Turnips, flat...........
40 tons....
5
Tnrnips, ruta-baga .....
50 tons....
5
Carrots ...... . ........
GO tons.... .
6
Beels ....... .... .... ..
75 tons....
5
Beans ................
30 bushels.
4
Peas.... .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
300 bushels.
10
5
Sorghun1 .... .... . . .... ...... ...... ....
Wate rmelons .......... 20, 000.........
15
\umpkJns and squashes 30, 000...... . . .
15
Grapevmcs . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • • . . • . .
2
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Remarks.
25 acres cut for hay, 75 acres killed by
l ate frost and destroyed by fres het.
100 acres cut for hay.
About 1,000 bushels issued to Indi ans
green.

Crops light.
Failed~seed

?ad.

Planted this year.

1,362
The Indians and employes l1ave made 16,000 shing·les; and the followi ng building·s h ave
been erec ted: one barn, 60 feet by 46; two granaries, :30 ~eet by :30-each ; .addition to old barn ,
24 feet by 25; ad dition to kitchen, 12 feet by 18 ; besides which a new roof has been put on
the dwelling-house.
I would solicit the serious and early a ttention of the department to the propriety of purchasing some stock for the reservation, and would respectfully recomm end t-hat enough cattle
be purchased to adm it of furnishin g fi·om the in crease what meat may be required by the
Indians, and the work-oxen that will be needed from time to time for farming purp oses.
The Mendoeino reservatioD, as you are aware, was abandoned some time since, but no
effort has been made to remove the Indians, as they were considered better off there than they
would be here. The spot where they are located is the ori ginal home of most of the I ndians,
nud they are much attached to it. 'l'Ley are few ·in number, and are livin g peaceably with
the settlers in the neighborhood, who employ many of them on their farms, enablin g them to
earn a livelihood and provide themselves with clothing . They subsist largely on fish and
~lams, which are very plenty in that locality. Their princi1)al want is br.eadstu:tf, and I have
furni s hed them with wlleat raised at this place. I will continue to care for them and give
th em what assistance they may require.
I deem it very important to the success of the service in my agency tlwt, in case the purchase uf the i mprovements of all the settlers in the valley, as proposed by t he bill introduced
nt tlte last session of Congress, is not made, immediate steps be taken to gain possession
of all the land and improvements in the northern portion of the valley, say fi:om the divisi on
line between townships ~2 and 2:~, north, to the summit of the monntains, as proposed
or iginally by Superintendent Hanson. There are only about four settlers within the tract
named , and the cost of th e improvements would be exceeding·ly small, 'vhile the benefits to
be derived would be very great. At present there are settlers on n early every side of the
reservation farm, while if the proposed purehase were made, it would be bounded on the
north, east, and west by the mountains, a nd only open to settlers on the south.
The land occupied by these settlers is very rich, and would add materially to the productive
capa<:ity of the re:;ervation, while the constant annoyance we suffer from our neighbors' stock,
tlw l>reakit•g down offences, &c., would be avoided.
The lllore completely the Indians are cut off from contact with the whites , th e more harmonious aud successful will be the working of th e res ervation system. AO'ain, by extending
l•Ur line to th e summit of the mountains to the north, the haunts of the no~ri ous "buckskin
nien," or kidnappers, in the small valleys or on the mountains would be und er our control, and
they would_ no lo_n~er be 3:ble to molest us with such case. In fHct, I regard it indispcnsab!e
to the welt<1 re of tJJe Indians under my charge and to the success of the service tha t this
purchase be made.
J ustice to th e employes of tl1e reservation demands that I should say, in their behalf, that
tLcy have performed much valuu.ble labor, and faithfully discharged their duty to the govermnent.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obed ien t servant,
B. L. FAIRFIELD,
In dian Agent, Round Va Lley Hesen;ation.

Hon . D. N. Co OLEY,
Comruis:sion er In dian Affairs, Tf'ashington, D. C.
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No. 19.
TULE RIVER FAR!\1" 1

Jugust 17, 1866.

SIR: That the Indians at this farm can by proper m11.nagement be made to perform the

labor required to grow their subsistence, the past year fully demonstrates. Our harvests are
abundaut, the ind 1aus, under the direction of white men, having performed the labor. Besides
tb.e usual farm y;ork during the past year, Indian labor constructed a road to the mountains,
(some twenty-five miles to the timber,) and constructed a water ditch of five miles, at a cost
of 2,000 days'" labor. Whether they are capable of any improvement; beyond being mttde
useful as lauorers , is extremely doubtful. Their character is the most despicable, and, I may
safely say, in an experience of over four years I never saw among them an indi cation of a.
virtue. A cruel, cowardly vagabond, given to thieving, gambling, druukenness, and all
that is vicious, without one redeeming trait, is a true picture of the California Digger; th ey
only res pect what they fear.
No schools have been attempted here, nor any religious instruction, nor could I recommend the expenditure of any money on such hopeless subjects.
The Indians are decreasing quite rapidly, and must soon become extinct. Whether they
will decrease more rapidly, supported and protected in large bodies , as here, or allowed to run
the mountains, suffering occasionally from hunger, and liable to be ill-treated by whites
searcely more human than thE>y, is a question difficult correctly to decide. Could they be
k ep t entirely from contact with thew bites,( which would be quite impossible,) on a permanen t
re enation, it would be better for them, no doubt. But I cannot refrain ti·om saying that
tb.is place (its uncertain tenure and lack of system) has been and must continue to be of
doubtful benefit to the Indi ans.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. J. HOFFMAN,
Special Agent, Tale River Fa1·m.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,.
Commissiun•.r of Indian Affairs.

No. 20.
SMITH RIVER INDIAN RESERVE,

September 9, 1866.

SIR: Having bE>en a.ppointed special Indian agent in consequence of the removal of Mr.

Bryson, late agent of the above-named reserve, I have the honor of s ubmitting an annual report, as desired in your last communication, under date of August 14, 1 66.
Having, as stated, been appointed simply as special agent, and not having charge of the
reserve quite two months, I caunot make a very extended report, and will confine myself
only to statistics and general farming interests connected with the reserve. This reserve is
located on Smith river, three miles from its mouth or entrance to the Pacific ocean, being in
Del 1 orte county, situated in the northeast part of the State near the Oregon line, and wes t
of the coa. t range of mountains.
The locality of the reserve is most admirably situated, being a mild and healthful climate,
an abundance of arable land of unsurpassed ferti lity, convenient to timber for fuel, fencing, or
building purposes; also an abundant supply of water either from springs on the place or trom
mall treams that flow from the mountains. I n this particular locality there seems an inexhau. tible supply of small fish called smelts . The Indians are very fond of them. They
catch them in th surf with dip-nets in great quantities in the summer and fall months, and
cart them to there. erve by wagon l9ads. Also the Crescent City, L agoon, Burnt Ranches, and
'mitb River Indians, numb£-ring about f.ivc hundred, carry away annually large quantities,
con. titnting oue of their chief st.pplies of food during the winter months. In addition large
quanti tie: of salmon are caught ut the mouth of 'mith river, which arc much desired by t!Jc
Indinn. a well as white resident .
I find,upon taking as careful a survey as possible, about four hundred Indians on the reserve,
a~d th y ar· ku?w~ a. the. Wylackees and llumLoldt tribes. 'fhe Rumboldts, as a general
tlung, are npenor m mtell_1gence ; they learn to speak the English language more readily , and
are l?enerally more expert m tuldug hold quickly and learning the ways of farming in all its
part1cular .
I am . ati: fi d ~here has been ~uch im_prove~E>nt among the Indians since the agency has
bee.n e t_ah~I ·h ·dIll t_hc valley. ~he~ de ·1rc to hve and dress better, and are more cleanly about
tlu:1r bm!dmgs and lD per on. fb en demeanor in many respects indicat s a wish to elevate
th : eln · to tl.le st ~ndard of the ·wh.ite pop~lation in matters pertaining to civilization. T~e
Iuuum W(•mcn hkewlSe arc generally 1 mprovmg; most of them cut their own dothing, and the1r
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garments show much skill in cutHng as well as in making up. I have observed, since I have
been on the reservation, a desire on the part of some to learn to spell and read. I think, perhaps, if a school were established it mig·ht prove beneficial.
Relating to the clothing of the Indians, I would here mention they are at present in a deplorable condition ; many of them have not clothing sufficient to cover their nakedness. I
cannot urge too strongly the importance of supplying them with necessary clothing as early
as possible, as the fall rains will soon commence. Justice requires they should be well supplied for comfort as well as for health.
'Within the time that I have acted as special Indian agent on the reserve there has been
some uneasiness on the part of the Indians. They arc under the firm belief that the government does not intend to purchase the valley lands for a reserve, and during the past year
have expressed much discontent and a strong gisposition to return to their form er locality in
Humboldt county. I have every reason to believe their want of faith in the intention of our
government respecting· them is tbe only cause of so many of them absconuing during the
months of July and August. With this exception everything is peaceable and quiet on the
reserve-no difficulties of any importanee having occurred either among themselves or with
other Indians in the vicinity of the rMervation.
The farming utensils are much worn, and in the event the Indians should remain here and
the service continue, a new supply of many articles will be an absolute necessity.
The reserve is well supplied with live stoek, consisting of horses, cattle, and swine. They
are all in a t.hriving condition. So far I hftve not been under the necessity of killing many
beef cattle for the Indians, from the fact of the large supply of fish being procured from the
sea-coasr.
Concerning the crops I find an abundance of everything that is desired to subsist the Indians for another year, consisting as follows: 85 acres of wheat, unthreshed, which will yield
15 bushels per acre; peas, 45 acres, yielding 33 bushels per a<:re. ungatbered; oats, 100 acres,
which will yie.ld 50 bushels per acre, partially threshed ; timothy hay, 40 acres, all cut and
mowed away, estimated at 2t tons per acre; potatoes, 85 acres, yielding 160 bushels per acre,
ungathered. There is in addition to the above 15 acres containing carrots, turnips, and other
garden vegetables. They are looking well, and will yield a fa.ir crop.
With reference to the sanitary condit;on of the Indians, I am confident that it has very
much improved under the care and management of Dr. F. M. \Vright, resident physician. I
feel that he is entitled to much credit for his services and interest manifested in their behalf.
For further information relating thereto I refer you to his annual report, herewith respectfully
submitted.
I remain your obedient servant,

G. KINGSBURY,

Special lnilian Agent.
Hon. C. MALTBY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, California.

No. 21.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

San Francisco, Cal., May 25, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to inform the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs that I received !'rom Agent Bryson, Smith River reservation, under elate of April24, a letter, a copy of
which is enclosed, marked A, informmg this office that a murder bad been committed on the
reservation by a Humboldt Indian on the person of another Indian of the samo tribe, and
that he bad made his escape on committing the act; tlJat efforts were Leing marle for l1 fs ar- ·
rest, and that he, the ugent, was of the opinion that the Indian should be hung· on being ·
captured, but that he would await instructions fi'om this office as to the action tlwt would be ·
taken as to his punishment.
Under date May :3, I advised Agent Bryson of the receipt of his letter, and instructed him ,
by Jetter, fL ropy of which is enclosed mu.rkecl B, that on the arrest of the Indian he must be ·
dtlivered to the civil authorities for trial and punishment; that the superintende11t nor Indian
agent had any power or authority to inflict capital punishme11t on Indians for offences committed on n•scrvations.
On the J9th instant I reeeived from Agent Bryson a letter under date May 8, a copy of
which is en dosed, marked C, stating that the Indian before mentioned who hatl comm itted the
murder had b eu ·aptured, and that he Lad been executed by hanging, in presence of.all the
Indian. of the county, •md coucluded his letter by hopmg that his action in this matter woulJ.
meet with my approval.
.
Iu answer bv I tter under date pf May 22, a copy of which is enclosed, marked D, I mformed Agent Br;rson that his n.ctiJll in this ma~ter coul~ not b~ approved by thoRn? rilltondent, and that cop1es of the correspondence relatwg to th1s subJect would be forwarded to the

100

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The enclosed copies of letters, marked A to D,
inclusive, contain all the correspondence on the subject above referred to, and are respectfully
submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, CalijoTnia.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

A.
SMITH RIVER RESERVATION,

ApTil 24, 1866.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that on Sunday morning, April 22, a fi ght oceurred
in the Humboldt Indian ranch, which resulted in the death of one Indian by the unjustiilable
interference and act of a third Indian.
·
The circumstances were these: Some ten weeks ago an InJian and his squaw bad a little
fuss, and he was correctiug her, I suppose a little roughly, when another squaw interfered
and used some very unfriendly language to the Indian who whipped his squaw, whith caused
him to strike her and hurt her severely. I was in Crescent City w ben this occurred. Some
days afterwards they had a general consultation, aud agreed on terms of settlement, and I
supposed it was all fixed up without my interference, but the squaw that interfered and got
hurt was not willing to settle until her brother drew blood from the Indian th at struck and
hurt her. 'When, on Sunday morning last, her brother met this Indian and challenged him
to fight, as lJe was unarmed, be told him be did not want to fight, when the Indian that challenged him made at him and struck him with a knife, inflictin g a serious but not dangerous
wound on the back. His friend, seeing that he was cut and the blood flovving down his ba('k,
took a knile in his hand and ran after this Indian, and came up to him when some others bad
caught him and were parleying over the matter, stepped up lightly behind l1im and struck
him with a knife and killed him almost instantly ; then ran away and made his escape to the
•woods, and has not yet been caught.
My own opinion, formed from experience, is that this Indian should be bung, and I believe
'that the peace, safety, and correct discipline on the reservation require it, but in the absence
·of law and instruction in cases of this nature, I do not feel inclined to take all responsib ility
upon myself. I think full instructions should be given me, and some precedent established
.for my guidance in the future in case similar events shoulrl occur.
The military are the proper ones to conduct the execution of an Indian, but Geneml McDowell's order las t year forbids any military officer to execute an Indirm, and commauds him
to turn them over to the civil authorities. This order should be modified so as to allow commanders of posts established on Indian reservations to cvnduct the execution of an Indian
when called upon by the Indi an department so to do, if, in their j uclgment, tile punishment is
just.
Heretofore I have acted on my own responsibility in ca-ses of this kind, tbc mi litary concurriu g, antl had in one ease an Indian executed , and 1 know that it bad a very soothing
influence over tbe balance of them, and I believe it to be as essential to preserve order and
discipline on the reservation to execute an In dian occasionally as it is to furuish them with
food anu clothing, but I prefer some authority on which to predicate my acts.
I shall not take any decisive action in this case until I hear from you, unless in my opinion
our safety require it. The Indian bas not yet been caught, (be is lying in the woods,) but
I think he will be soon.
The idl:'a of turning over Indians to tho civil authorities for trial and punishment I think is
wron,., 'rue reservation I udian is und r the protection 0f the general govemment. 'l'Le reservation is his home, and tllere he should reteiYe his rewards and punishments.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM: BHYSON,
Indian Agent, Smith Hiver Reservation.
Hon. CIIAS. MALTBY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, California.

B.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFATR~.

San Franctsco, Galiforniu,
m: Your letter of April 24th ultimo, giving information of the murder
Indian on the re:ervaLion under your charge by an Indian of the same t1ibe,
Teceived; and you furth er ·tate that, in the absence of law and iustructions

May 3, 1866.
of a Humboldt
is this morning
in ctLses of tllii!
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nature, you do not feel inclined to take all the responsibility on yourself, and ask that instructions should be given you, and some precedent established for yonr guidauce in the future shonld similar events occur, ancl,for the peace, safety, and correct discipline on the reservation, this Indian who committed the murder should be hung.
In answer, I would state that in cases of murder by an Indian or InO.ians in this State, capital punishment can only be inflicted by and through the civil authorities. The law must
take the same course as in case a white man had comn.it.ted the act, with this difference in
case of the Indian-Indian evidence or testimony is admissible. The superintendent, agent
on tl1e reservation, nor the military authorities have any power or authority by law to inflict
capital punishlllent in cases of this kind, and the civil authorities of your county should, on
yonr complaint that a murder has been colllmitted by an Indian, as you have stated, have
him arrested, tried, and punished, or, if you have arrested him, he can be delivered to the
civil authorities for trial.
The civil jurisdiction in cases of this kind may not be the best so far as the punishment of
the Indian is concerned, but on Indian reservations in this State the civil laws of the State
have jurisdiction, and for the agents to ignore that juri:Jd iction by ·taking a different course
would subject them or him to penalties for a violation of the laws, which could not be advised
or approved by the superintendent. •
You must be thejudge of the criminality and of the punishment which should be inflicted,
and if justice and the safety and the preservation of good order on th e reservation demand it,
the criminal should be delivered to the officers of your county if in your custody; and if not,
measures should be taken for his arrest and conviction. Indians located on lands of which
the governmem has no title are subject to the laws of the State, although they may be under
the care and charge of government agents, and for capital offences must be convicted and
punished by said Jaws. In Indian territory, or on reservatious located on government lands,
they may be tried and convicted in United States courts.
Yours, respectfully,
CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, California.
WIVL BRYSON. Esq.,
Indian Agent, Smith Rioer Reservation, California.

c.
SMITH RIVER RESERVATION, CALIFORNIA,

.l'r'Iay. 8, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith my report of Indians for the month of April,
1~6{).

The Indian referred to in my letter some days ago that committed the murd er I have since
executed. He declared his inten tion to kill any one that undertonk to anest him. As Mr.
White and myself were walking out one evening we carne up on him and tried to cateh him.
He got away from us and ran. White ran after him and overtook him; the Indian strnek
at him with a knife, cutting him on the neck over the artery; his shirt collar and cravat aloue
saved his life.
I then told the Indians they must catch him. The Smith River Indians volunteered to
help. He was finally caught by the re:;ervation Indians and brought in, and I hung him in
th e presence of all the Indians in the county, and res tored peace to the re~ervatiuu, which
would have become much disturbed had I not pursued the course I did. Indians svmetimes
have to be dealt with severely and promptly. I made no mention of the execntion in my
report of Indians, as I did not know whether others could see the n eeessity for it that I did,
and thought it as well to say nothiug about it to the authorities at ·washington.
I am convinced I did what was best for the service and the Indians generally, and hn.d I
not pursued the course I did, I am satisfied I ·w ould have bad trouble.
Hoping. my action in this matter will meet with your approval, I am, very respectfully,.
your obedient servant,
WILLIAM BRYSON,
United States Indian Agent, Srnit!t River Reservation ..
Hon. CnAs. MALTBY,
:$ttperintendent Indian Affairs, California.

D.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, CAJ.IFORI\IA ,
San Francisco, May ~~. J ._;;(j(j

SIR: I have to acknowledge tho receipt of your communication under date of l\Iay tll'
instant, in which this office JS advised that you have executed, by hang-ing, the Indian guilty
of murder referred to in your letter to thi8 office under date of Apnl Q4th ultimo.
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In your letter of above <late you stated that y_ou would tak~ no action as to the punish~ent
of the Indian until you were instructed from this office. I tl1111k yon could not have recmved
my instructions, judging from the action you have taken in this matter..
.
Your letter askinD' instructions was received May 3d instant, aud mstruct10ns were for·warded by mail sa~e date, advising you that the criminal must be delivered to the civil au·
thorities for trial and punishment.
I have no doubt, from the statements and information contained in your letters of the 24th
of April ultimo and 8th of May instant, that the Indian referred to was guilty and merited
the punishment he received, but, in the absence of law and autho,rity for the action and course
you have taken in this matter, you have assumed a responsibility which I could not have
advised, and which action cannot be approved by this office.
Copies of the correspondence relative to this subject will be forwarded to the honorable
Commissioner of Indi11n Affairs by next steamer.
Very respectfully,
CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent indian AjJ-"ai1·s, California.
WILLIAM BRYSON, Esq.,
Indian Agent, Smith River Reservation, California.

No 22.
Los ANGELos, CALIFORNIA,
August 5, 1866.
SIR: As this is the time for making my annual report in relation to Indian affairs, I beg
leave to make the following statement:
In consequence of the very small amount which has been furnished for the Indians in the
southern portion of the State ver.Y little bas been done for them, and except the Mission Indians and Cahnillas nothing. The cond ition of the Mission Indi ans has change.d very little
sinee my last report. The difficulties at that time existing have quieted down, and the authority of the chief, Manuel Cote, appears to be respected.
The smltll amount of seeds and fanning tools furnished during the last year very materially
benefited and assisted the I ndians in rai~ing their own subsistence, and were it not for certain person living in their vicinity and among them who fLunish them with intoxicating
liquors, and in return get nearly all they raise, the Indi ans might live quite comfortably. In
fact, the. elling of whiskey and influence of lawless whites causes all the difficulties that exist
among the Indians. I can suggest no remedy, except a reservation, from whit:h all lawlf'ss
persons could be excluded. There bas bren some troubl e among the Cahuillas, and the uiflicultics ean nearly all be traced to the influence of bad white men.
I lmve not vi ited CaLeso n valley sinee last sp rin g, but am informed tl1 e Indians made good
use of the few seeds and tools distributed to them, and I can only renew my ~uggestion that
a reservation be estnblisLed in tl1at valley, and that a practical and expPrienced man be
placed in charge. The expenditure would be comparatively small, and I have no doubt in
two years the Indians would be self-sustaining.
The Chimcbiuves on the Colorado river, and the P ah-Utes of the desert, have been quite
troublesome during the last year. Several persons have been kill ed by them, and many animals
~tolen . These Ind.ians are composed of roving bands, .having 110 fi~ed habitation,. but C~l~ng
mg from one watenng place to ~mother on tl1e desert, m order to p1Ck up a precanous livmg.
I <"an s~ggcst no other course to pursue ·w ith tl1ese wandering tribes than to gather them together m a re ervation at some point on the Colorado river and compel them to stay there.
They will he much more difficult to manage than the other Indians west ot the Colorado, but
I think by judicious managcmPnt they can, in a short time, nf'arly, or quite, support them~elves. These Indians have lately made a foray aud driven off the government stock from
the military po ·t at Camp Cady, on the Mojave river. They were pursued by the soldiers,
when they tumcd nnd gave battle. killing three of the soldiers and mortally wounding one,
th& remainder being obliged to retreat. Re-enforcements have been sent from Drum barrack ' but the damage i done, and it will cost the government more to replace the property
stolen and chasti. c the Indians tl1an it would to haYe frd them all on a reservation for a year.
The 'himcltinves arc undoubtedly a branch of the Pah- te tribe, and I am sati~fied they
are cor.tecmed in.running. off the. tock from 'amp Cady. Th~y have been for some time at
war wlth the 1oJave Indtans on the Colorado river, and are in a state of starvation. They
ha•e. n . means of st~b !stance cxc~pt lizards, desert rats and mic(.', and occasionally a j ack
n~bb1t, 1f they can ktll It. I hnYe m a former report represented the condition of these Inrl~a~Q and . l""ge ·ted ~h only remedy I can see. I have had no authority or means of proYHhng for tltei~, and 1t. woul~ h of uo use to go among them without both. I think there
would be no dtfficnlty m gettmg nefuly or quite all of them on to a reservation on the Colorado, nud wh '?one~ Ih re, ~y r~roper mnnagement, they can be kept and taught to work.
Accompanymg t.lus you wtll.fin.d an .tiruute of the personal property, land cultivated, and
otl er matt<:r:; relatmg to the 11 SJOD Indtans. I am sorry to say they Lave Lecn sadly neg-
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Jected, although, in point of inte1ligenee and industry, they are far ahrad of any otbrr Indians in California, and I would re~ommend that schools be established among them at an
early day.
Trusting that my report may meet your approbation, I have the honor to be, very respe~t
fully, your obedient servant,
J. Q. A. STANLEY,
Special Indian Agent.
CHARLES MALTBY, Esfj.
Supe1·intendwt Indian Affairs, San Francisco, Calijm"nia.

No. 23.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, CALIFORNIA,

San Francisco, March, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowleoge the rPceipt of your letter of date February 13, ultimo, relative to the establishment of schools on the Indian reserYations in this State, reques ting
report and estimate from the office on this snbjcct. Also enclosed copy of extract from a report adopted by the PrrRbyterian Synod of the Pacific, relative to the establishment of schools
on each of the reservations in California.
The information desired in your letter embraces, first., what kind of sehools-manual-labor
or day schools-should be established ; second, the cost of e-:tabli::;hing and maintaining schools
of either description on each reservation. In reference to the first proposition I would reeommend the establishment of manual·labor sc.hools on the several reservations as soon as practicable. I am fully satisfied that from schools of this ldnd the Indians will derive more real
and lasting benefit than from day schools. But little real benefit will the yonng Indians receive from any efforts to edueate them unl ess, in connexion with those efforts, they are instructed in habits of ind11stry, neatness, and economy, those being taught in connexion with
their education, which can only be clone effectually in manual-labor schoo ls. l\fuch good
may be anticipated, and the des ired results, so far as effeeted, will be of real and lasting ben efit to them. The condition of tl1e Indians ou this coast, far br,hind in intellig-ence and ad vancement many of the Indian tribes on the Atlantic slope, will not warrant n s iu expecting
that success, at first, in the establishm('nt of schools that otherwise might be expected an d
<lrsired, but the duty of the ~overnment is no less to mrLke the effort and attempt to elPvatc
and improve the condition ol the Indians in thi:; State, over which it has assumed supervision
and care. It is a work that will require money, time, and perseverance before much g·ood
ran be effected; but of the good results I have no doubt, if proper and persistent efforts are
made. I shall, therefore, in making my estimates of the cost of establishing and maintaininG'
schools on the different reservations, do so with reference to the establishment of manuallabor schools, as soon as the conditions of the several reservations will admit, advising
that day scl!ools be established at Round Valley and Hoopa VtLlley reservations, and the ·
employment of a mal~ and female teacher-a man and hi~ wife preferred-for each , as soon
as the necessary appropriation is made. Estimtttes will be made, as reque~ted, for Smith
River and Tule River reservations, but for tl1e want of suitable buildings at those ag·encies
no schools can be established until the title to the land is obtained by the goven'tm ent and
their location permanrntly fixed.
I estimate the cost of establishing and maintaini11g a school at Smith River agency as follovvs: For the erection of school house, eight hundre·.l dollars; erection of builcliug-s for teachers' residence and scholars, twelve hundred dollars; furniture for the same, three hundred
dollars; salary for two teachers for six months of the fiscal year ending June 30, J 81i7 , a t
six hnn1lr<'cl dollars each per annum, six hundred dollars.
At Hoopa Valley ag-ency, repairs and additions on building for school·hon !';e, twelve hundrE-d
dollars; for house for residence of teachers and scholars, four lnwdYed dollars; for furnitme
for same, four hundred dollars; for salary of two teachers, as above, six hundred dollars.
The transportati.. n of g-oods to thi:; ageucy is expensive, which increasrs the amount
n ecessary for furniture. Buildings in this agency are erected of suffic·ient accommoclat.ious
for there iuence of teachers and scholars , and for a school-house, some repairs and additions
being necessary.
At Round Valley agency: For building school-house, twelve hHndrrd dollars; for honse
for residence of teachers and scholars, fourteen hundred dollars; for furniture for same, three
hundred dollars; for salary for two teachers, as above, six hundred dollars.
Should tl1e government obtain full poss~'s sion of the valley and the improvemrnts of tl1e
settlers, which is desired, buildings of sufficient capaeity for the residence of teach~rs and
scholars and for a school-hou~e will be obtaiued, and no cost will be incurred in buildmgs or
bouRes for that purpose.
At Tule River agency: For the erection of school-house eio-ht hnmlred dollars; for the
buildiug of house Jor the residence of teachers and scholar~, t~elve hundred dull_ar ; furniture for the same, three hundred dollars; for salary of two teachers, as above, 1x l.mndred
dollars; the book8 and clothing of scholars, six hundred dollars; making a total ot el even
thousand tl1ree hundred dollars. No estimate is made for the subsistence of teach rs and
scholars, anticipating that they will be subsisted from the products of the reservations. The
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estimates have been made with due regard to economy, and with the belief that the necessary
buildings can be erected at the cost of the amounts estimated, with the laboi: which may be
obtained from employes and Indians. Estimates for the salary of teachers have been made
for six months of the year only, as some time must intervene after the appropriations are
made before the necessary buildings can be prepared.
I have had, since the receipt of your letter, an interview with R ev. J ohn Edwards, of
Gilroy, stated clerk of the Presbyterian Synod of the Pacific. He expressed himself decil1edly in fayor of manual-labor schools, and of the imperative duty of govemment to
establish schools for the amelioration of the Indians on this coast. He will give his co operation in this worthy object, and l1is experience in conducting Indian. schools on the
Atlantie sid e of the mountains will he of value in this direction.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent of Indian A.ffai1·s.

Ron. D. N.

COOLEY,

Commissioner of Ind·ian A ifairs.

Estima te of amount of funds necessa1y for the establishment and maintaining schools on each
~1 tlte Ind'ian reservations·in Culifornia for tlw fiscal yea1· endi·n g June 30, 18157.
iSl\ilTH RIVER AGENCY.

l?or school-house . ____ . ___ _.. ___ ..... ____ .. ________________ . ____ ._ .. ·-- __ _
E or re idence of teachers and scholars . ____ .. _____ . ____ .. _____ . ____ ..• ___ . _
}'or furniture .. ___ ... ___ .. ____ .. ____ .. ____ .. ____ .. _____ .. ___ .. _•.. __ .....
F or salary of two teachers, (six months) .........•...•.•.....•...•••••.....

$800 00
1 200

uo

2,900

co

'300 uo
600 00

HOOPA VALLEY AGENCY.

For repairs on school-house, &c ........••..... _...........••....•.........
l •'or furui turc .........................•..•....... ----·· .•••.. ------ ..... .
F or salary of two teachers, (six months) .•.•... _._ ..•.•••...• _•.•........·..

$400 00
400 00
6UO 00
1,400 00

ROUND VALLEY AGENCY.

For school-b ouse ...........................•..........••........ __ ..... .
}'or re iJ uce for teachers and scholars ......... _...•.......................
li' or furuiture . ....... _...... ~ .......................•....•........... ---For salary of two teachers, (six months) ..•.....•.....••....••.............

$1,200 00
1,400 ou
:100 LU
6UO 00
3,500

ou

TFLE RIVER AGENCY.

}'or school-bouse ................... ___ ........ _. _...... _................ .
For re id -nee for teachers and scholars ...............• __ .............•.. - . }'or furniture .............. __ .... _. _.. _. _... ___ ... _.. _....•.....•........
For salary of two teachers, (six mouths) ................•..................

seoo 00
1,200 ou
300 00
600 00
2,900 00
==

RECAPITULA'l'ION.

Total for •'mitb Riv:!r agency . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. _.................•... _.
'l'otal for Hoopa Valley agency ..... .. ..... ...................•... ... .....
Total for Rouuu Valley agency , ..•. . ....... .. ...........•................
'rota! for Tule River ag ncy .............•••. • ..............•........... __
For clothing, book, &c., for scholars ...... --·--- ..•••....•..........•••. __

$2,900
1,400
3,500
2,900
600

co

00
00
00
00

11' 300 00
I believ the ~ r going e timate to be correct.
- pectfully ubmitted :

CHARLE.' MALTBY,
Supe1·iutendt-nt of Jndiau 1Jj}'airs.
Waslti-ngton, D. C.
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No. 24.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Office of Indian Ajfai1·s, .June 26, l R66.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter of the 8th ultimo in rela·
tion to Indian reservations in California. Before proceeding to answer specifically the inqui ries contained in your letter, I think it proper, in order that you may have a correct
understanding of the whole matter, to give a brief history in reference to the establishment
of reservations for Indian purposes in that State. The information in possession of thid
office, received from time to time from the superintendents and agents in Califoruia, is not as
specific as could be desired, being general and diffuse in its character, but from it I am able
to give the following:
Commencing in 1853, (for it is not thought to be necessary to go back of that date for t.he
purpose in view,) I find that on the 13th of April of that year, Edward F. Beale, supenntendent of Indian affairs for California, was instructed by Hon. H.. McClelland, then Secretm·y of the Interior, to proceed to carry out the provisions of the act of Congress approved
March !3, 185~, (Statutes at Large, vol. 10, page 2:3>3,) which provided for five military
reservations for Indian purposes, not to exceed ~5,000 acres each, and appropriated $:250,000
for the purpose of subsisting and removing the India,ns to such reservations, an~l for th~ir
protection. In August, of the same year, Superintendent Beale reported great difEculty m
tile way on account of the conflict with Spanish grants and pre-em ption claims in localities
that were desirable for reservation purposes. On the 28th of August, 18;)4 , he reports that
one reservation had been establis hed at T ejon pass, to which about 700 Indians had been
removed. Passing over a period of some two years, during which tim e various reports were
received in reference to Indian affairs in California, general in their character, on the 4th of
September, 1856, SuperinteiJdent Henley, the successor of Superintendent Beale, reports
that four permanent reserYations had been established, viz: the T ejon, in the southwestern
part of the SLate; the Nome Lackee, in Colusa county; the Klamath, on a river of same
name in the northern part of the State; the Mendocino, fifty miles south of Cape Mendocino,
on the shores of the Pacific. In addition to these he reports several temporary reserves or
farms, upon which small nnmbers of Indians Lave been collected; among th ese are Fresno
and Kin g's H.iver and Nomecult, (Round Valley.) On the 15th of August, 1857, Superintendent Henley reports five permanent reservations, Fresno H.iver beiug adJed to the four
above mentioned.
In JH58 Mr. G. Bailey was appointed as special agent to investigate the condition of the
Indi an reservations in Califomia ; and Commissioner Green wood, in 1859, referrin g to the
report of Agent Bailry, speaks of the "unsatisfaetory condition of things in California;"
"that there is a greater number of reservations than is necessary," and recommends the
abandonment of the present and th e substitution of a different plan of operations.
The act of Congress approved Juue 19, 1860, (Statutes at Large, vol. 12, page 57,)
authorized the Secretary of the Interior to divide California into two districts, and in accordance therewith the State was divided into the northern and southern Indian districts, and
agents were appointed for each.
·
Commissioner Dole, in his annual report for 1861, remarks as follows: "Within the
southern district of the State not a single reservation exists that is not claimed or owneJ
by the whites, nor is there one that is at all t1dequate in extent to the wants of the Iudians.
They appear to be sin1ply farms a few hundred acres in extent, about and upon which the
Indians u,re expected by hundreds, and in some instances by thousands, to congregate·, and
from which a small portion of their wants are supplied. Within the northern district tbe
reservations are owned by government, but, ·with the txception, perhaps, of Luat of Hound Va lloy, they, too, are insufficient in size, and, in consequence of their occupation under one pretext and another by w bites, are of no more real utility to the Indians than those of the southern district."
Agent vVentworth, for the southern district, reports, July 14, 1861, that Fresno River reservation has been abandoned; and Agent Hanson, for the northern district, reports, in July
of tLe same year, virtually to the same effect in reference to Nome Lackee, "that there is nu
land enclosed and under cultivation, buildings arc neglected," &c.; that a portion of the reservation bas been taken possession of by whites; and on the 31st of December oftbe same
year be reports the entire loss of Klamath, as a reservation, by a freshet which carried off
the soil and covered it ·with sand .
In J ~ G~ Agent Hanson reports in favor of a reservation at Smith river, in the extreme
northwestern portion of the State ; and on May 3d, of the same year, by direction of the H?n.
C. B. Smith, then ccretary of the Interior, tile Cornmissioner of the General Land Office
ordered its sul'Vey and reservation from sale.
On tb e 3d of D ecember, J 62, Agent Wentworth reported that be had laid off. a reser:' ation at Owen's river; an~ on th o ~4th of July, 186:3, he reports that Trjon rc~ rva~10n bavmg
been patented by th e m teil '· tates to late Superintendent Beale and otLer part1es, the Indians on that reservation had been removed to Tule River farm.
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The act of Congress approved AprilS, 18134, (Statutes at Large, pamphlet copy, £r..,t scssjon
38th Congress, pa~e 40,) provides for a sttperintendent of !ndian affah:s for Cal!fornia, for
the setting apart of not exceeding four tracts of land for Indmn reservatiOns, and lor t~ e surv ey into subdivisions and sale of reservations to be abandoned. In accordance w1th the
provisions of this act a selection has been made of Hoopa Valley reservati ::m, located on the
Trinity river, near its junction with the Klamath, in the northern part of the State.
l\fy rrport of the 9th ultimo, returning· to you certain papers submitted by Hon. J. Bidwell and other-members of ConO"ress from California, to which you are r espectfully r eferred,
and the foreO"oing statement, fu~nish a reply to most of the interrogatories contained in your
letter of the Bth ultimo ; but in order to answer the same more fnlly, I will consider each
reservation that has been referred to, giving, as nearly as possible, the history and present
condition of the same:
Ruttrtd valley -This valley was £rst selected for I ndian purposes by SupCJintendent Henley,
in 1856, and by order of the then Secretary of the Interior, dated May 3, 18Li0, the entire valley was surveyed and reserved for Indian purposes. All the reports on £1e and information
in possession of this office speak in the highest terms of the fertility of this valley, and its
adaptability for the purposes of an Indian reservation .
.
Of the exact nature of the conflicting claims to any part of this valley it is impossible for
me to state. Superintendent Maltby, in his report of September 15, 1865, says : "Nearly
h alt of this land is occupied by citizens who claim to have entered upon and m ttde their improvements before the survey and location of the land for reservation purposes." D efinite
infurmation in regard to the nature of these claims can probably be obtained through the
Gt>11eral Lanu Office. The superintendent speaks very favorably in his last report in reference to the condition of the Indians who are there at present.
Smith River reservation.-By direction of the Secretary of the Interior, dated May 3, l 862,
all lands embraced within the limits of this reservation not occupied by pre-emption were
witl:drawn from sale for Indian purposes ; but by reports from the superintendent it appears
tlwt a majority of the valuable lands are now occupied or claimed by whites, and that the
government pays a yearly rent of $1,948 in coin, or its equivalent, to parties for the use of
land.
Superintendent Maltby encloses with his report of April l 0, l 866, (herewith, marked "A,")
an estimate of the value of lands necessary to be purchased for reservation purposes, a mount·
ing to $3 ,000 in coin, or its equivalent. Of the nature of the conflicting claims in this res ervati n definite iufornmtion can probably be obtained through the General Land Office. I
haYe bee~ unofficially informed that some of the lands within the limits of the reservation
l1ave been pateuteLl to white settlers since the same were withdrawn from sale by direction
of the Secretary of the IntPrior, dated May :3, 1862.
t Hoopn valley.-This reservation was selected by Superintendent Maltby, in the fall of
1 6-1, and possession was taken under an arrangement with the settlers that their improvements should be purchased. The $60,000 appropriated by the act of March 3, ltl65, (Statutes at Large, Pamphlet Laws, second session 38th Congress, pAge 538,) to pay for improven;ents on this reservation, amounting, as per appraisements, to $59,959 55, has not yet been
<b. bursed ; but, "·hether the reservation is abandoned or not, justice will require that. the
settler~ be paid for their improvements, as the government h as had possessio n and use of
tht::m for more than a year past. This reservation has never been surveyed by the government.
Klranatlt.-This reservation, described as follows, viz: a strip of country commencing 3t
t~10 coast of the Pacific ocean, and extending one mile in width un each side of the Klamath
nver, and up the same twenty miles, was approved by the President on the 16th of November, 1 '"5, as oue of the two reservations for the Indians in California, authorized by a clause
in the Iudian appropriation act of 3d of March, 1855, (Statntes at L ar~e, volume l , page
fi!J9,) "with the provision, however, that upon a survey of the trad a sufficient quantity be
cut off from the upper end thereof to bring it within the limit of twenty-£ve thousand acres
authorizeu by law." This reservation has never heel! surveyed, and in l 61 nearly all of
th e. arable land was destroyed by a freshet, as herein before mentioned, rendering the reservatiOn worthle .
JJ1eudocino -The selection of this reservation ·was approved by the Presiu nt of the United tate. ~fay ~:l, 1 56, de cribed a follows, viz: ''lying between the south bank of the
'oyo li\·cr, so as to include that river attd a point one mile north of the mouth of Hale or
Bee-do-loc creek, and extending astward from the coast for quantity, so as to include the
valleys beyond the fir t mngc of hills to tho oast mountains, conforming to their shape, and
to c"ntain an area not xceeding lw nty.£ve thou and acres of land ." This re crvation has
u ' \er been survt·ycd, .a?d owing t its. exposed position on the coa 't and the sterility f the soil,
wLI(:h l?revent the rm : mg f. ~rop~, 1ts abandonment has. been determined upon, in accordanc.c mth the recornm:nd~tJOn ot ~b. superintendent. The only thing that makes it at all
1~ahl c for arc. , ·rvatl.on. 1. th faciht~ alfvrdf'd the Indians for £shin g .
nder date of the
!l:~J m taut tb
omm1. 1oncr of the General Land Office nclo ·e to this office a letter from
t?c surv~::~or general. of alifornia, of the 2 th of Aprilla t, wh asks "whethPr or not the
hues of th1· reservatiOn are to be surv yed and respected, should they come within the lines
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of extension of our public surveys;" and the Commissioner of tho General Land Office requests to be informed "wheth~r the interests of the Indian department reqni1:e that t~~-> reservation should be surveyed; 1f not, whether the same may revert to the public domam and
be survey ell as public lands."
Superintendent Maltby, in his repor~ of the 28th ult!mo, (here,~ith, marked G,) states th.at
he has leased a portion of the reserva tiOn to E. J. Wh1pple, for e1ghteen months, from Apnl,
1866, ''subject to the approval of the Ron. Commissioner of Ind!an Affairs, and any. action
that may be taken by the Secretary of the Interior or Congress w1th reference to the di sposal
of the ltmds and improvements."
Nome Laclac.-This reservation was located by Superintendent Henley about tho 1st of
September, 1854, and was for some time used for Indian purposes, but for three or four years
past has been abandoned, and the government property therein has bee~ destr?yed. A portion of it is claimed by whites. The lands are reported to be of fan quahty, and afford
pasture for the cattle of the surrounding settlers.
Owen's River and Fresno reservations have long since been abandoned, and the claim of
the government to the same as Indian reservations relinquished.
T ejon or Sebastian reservation was abandoned in 1863, and the Indians were removed
thercti·om to Tule River farm.
·
This reservation was surveyed in 1854, by the surveyor g·eneral of California, and was es- .
timated to contain 75,000 acres. On the 25th of November, 1856. the Secretary of the Interior ordered its reduction to 25,000 acres, in accordance with the provisions of the act of 3d
of March, 1855. Since th at time the nu1jority of this reservation as originally surveyed has
been patented by the United States to different parties claiming under Spanish grants, leaving a small portion of the original area, irregular in shape, in regard to which this office does
not possess sufficient. information to <.:orredly describe it.
'l'ule Rivcr.-Tbi s is a farm of 1,2ti0 aeres. rent ed of Mr. Thomas P. Madden, of San Francisco, at a cost of $ l,000per annum .
After a careful examination of the subj ect, and from all the informat.ion I ean obtain, I am
of tLe opinion that if possession of th e enti re limits of Round valley is obtained for Indian
purpo"e., it will be :mfficient in extent and resources to accommodate all the Indians the gov ernment will ever be able to coll ect upon a reservation in northern California, and that in the
event of obtaining such possession a ll other reservations in the northern part of the State
should I.Je abandoned and the Indians concentrated at Round valley.
I ltave received a communication from l-Ion. William '\Vinclom, chairman of the Committee
on Inuian Affairs of the House of Representatives, elated the 19th ultimo, (h erewith , marked
.F,) transmitting a copy of a bill introduced into said House by l-Ion. J. Bidwell, the provi sions of which, if passed, would secure this object. This bill provides for obtaining possession of the whole of Hound valley; for fixing its limits; for the purchase of improvements
of sc·ttlers; for the abandonment of other reservations in northern 0alifornia; for the removal
of tl1e Indin.ns therein to H.ounll valley, and appropriates $100,000 to enable the Secretary of
the Iuterior to carry its provisions into effect.
Sit1ee the foregoing was written a report has been received from Superintendent Maltby,
dated the 17th of April last, (herewith, marked E,) in reference to Klamath and Smith H.iver
reservations. He corroborate:; the statements I have made in regard to the form er, and re
peats his recommendations in favor of the purchase of lands and the permanent location of
the latter reservation, urging the peculiar features which make it desirable for Indian purposes. It will be noticed in this report that the superintendent speaks inci<lentally of Round
valley as being free from some of the objections urged against Smith river.
The l1abits of the Indians should be considered in connexion with the proposition to abandon otl1 er reservations and concentrate the Indi ans at Round valley, those upon the coast being a<.:customed to depend prineipally upon fishing for subsistence. This, however, has not
b een considered a fatal objection with reference to the Indians now remaining at Mendocino
and KlaUiath, whom it is proposed to remove to Round valley.
The temporary expense attendant upo~ removing the Indians at Smith river to Round
valley, if this step were determined upon, would be small in comparison with that which
would ultimately be incurred if two separate reservations were to be m11intained.
In tl1e southern part of the State the Indians whom it will be necessary for the go.-ernment
to provide for, except the Mission Indians, who were made the subj ect of commnnications
from t!Jis office of the 24th of April last and the 15th ultimo, can be aecommodated and sustc'tined on a reservation which could be established by the purchase of Mr. Madden's farm,
(Tulo river,) and the reservation of the adjacent. public lands, as recommended in the comwunications of Superintendent Maltby of December 6, 1865, April 16 and April 20, 1866,
(herewith enclosed, marked B, C, and D.)
Should you approve of the establishment of such a reservation, I would respectfully su~
gest the propriet.y of immediately withdrawing from sale such of the .public la.nds as will
)Jrobably ue reqmred, to prevent the encroachment of white settlers, whwh expenence shows
would be the inevitable result, if the proposition to establish such reservation should becon1e
]mown in that locality.
In tbe absence of any additional legislation upon the subject, it is submitted whether tho
act of Congress approved AprilS, 1864, (Pamphlet Laws, 1st session 38th Congress, page 39,)
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does not confer upon the department sufficient authority to carry into effect the propositions
advanced should the same be deemed advisable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner.
Hon. JAMES HA RL ~N,
S5cretary of the Interior.

AIUZONA SUPERINTEND EN OY.
No. 25.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR AmzoNA,

La Paz, January 16, l tl66.
Sm: I have the honor to report the result of my observations during a recent visit to
Prescott, whither I went in compliance with a request made by Brig·adier Geneml Mason, commanding department of Arizona. Wishing to be present at an anticipated interview with
the chiets of beveral bauds of Indians living in the vicinity of the White mountains, for
whom Captain Ledyard, with a detachment of thirty men, soldiers and citizens, hnd been
sent out by the general, I remaiued at Prescott until the 30th ultimo. Captain Ledyardl«:>ft
on the 1st of November, taking thirty-five days' rations, expecting to return by the J st of Dt-}ccmber. No tidings were reeeived from him till the 20th of December, vvhen he was reported
with his command n.t Fort McDowell, having· suffered g·reatly from want of provisions, ~ub
sisting for eleven days on horse and mule flesh. B eing unsuccessful in meeting with any
I ndians, the captain with Lis men returned, on the 20th D ecember, to Prescott.
But little has yet been done by the military towards subduing- the hostile Apaches. Report says some four hundred of these Indians have lately visited Fort Goodwin, anxious to
make peace, and to feed, no doubt, on government beef, which at that point must be very
dear. The Indians in the viciuity of Prescott are robbing, stealing, and . murdering; one
soldier and two citizens were killed a Rhort distance from the capital on the road to ·wickensburg during my visit. The Indians committing· these depredations are renegades from the
Hualapais and Yavapais or Apache-Mojaves. A few days after my departure from Prescott
they ran off seventeen head of horses from Skull valley, about eighteen miles from Prescott,
on the road to this place.
The condition of the river Indians bas hardly changed since my last report. SeYeral bands
of cattle have recently been brought iu from California, destined for the interior, and are
now being grazed on the Colorado bottoms. Complaints frequently reach me charging the
In dians with killing and eating both cattle and horses. There is, no doubt, sufficient ground
for the ·e complaints, but the Indians when called upon declare that the animals are furuished
them by Mexicans. In some in stances this is doubtless true, for there are many dishonest people of the latter cla::,s on tbe river, who would not hesitate to steal animals and then
sell them to the Indians.
It will be utterly imposs ible to remedy this state of affairs until means are furnished to
place the Indians on reservations, and ample power given to enforce the "intercourse ]a II'.''
It rec_1uiies the utmost vigilance of myself and employes to preserve peace and on]cr, an d
most of my time when here is occupied in the settlement of difficulties which must continu ally arise until the Indians are provided as SUO'<)'ested.
I enclose herewith r eport of Special A(l'ent G'."'H. Dorr, as also report of persons employed,
for qnarter ending :H st of D ecember, J 15'5 .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE W. LEIHY,
Superintendent.

Hon. D. N. COOLEY,

Commissioner Indian Affairs, TVashin~ton, D. C.

No. 21i.

LA PAZ, January 1 J, J 66.
• SIR: In pt mber ln. t, having occa ion to write to the department of I ndian Affairs, I
took the liberty of maldug some .-ugge lions regarlliug a reservation for some of the Arizom\
Indiau., ·low the l)imo ·, on th.c 'lla river.. This ubj~ct is of grave importance, as well
to thP- go'' •rnme:nt n. to tl.1c Iud1an. and wlntA eltler. of the T rritory, and, having been oue
r. th ·latter ~ r. the Ia. t t!mt · '!1 year. -} am dePply intere:;ted in Indian matters, and again m (l'e
tlu to your ·nou. condd rntwu . '' 1th your perrni. ion I will state my views on the sub-
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ject. Muc-h of the following will not be new to you, but is necessary, nevertheless, to give a
clear and full explanation.
The Indians of this Territory may, for all practical purposes, be fa,irly divided into two
distinut sections or soeieties by an iruaginary liue, l•eginniug at the southern boundary of
Arizona, where the lllth degree of longitude intersects the same, thence north to the Gila
river, thence by Pima reservation down said Gila to the 113th degree of longitude, thence
due north to the boundary of Utah.
,
.
First, all the territory east of this line, excepting that of the Moqui Pueblos, is occupied
by roving and robbing Indians, by the various tribes of the Apaches, and a few unsubdued
Navajoes. nuder Miqnilito, north of the Little Colorado. These, like the Bedoins of the desert, are the terror of the surrounding Indians and the unceasing, implacable enemy to civilization; cruel, cowardly, and few in numbers, they have, nevertheless, successfully defied the
advance of Spanish aud Mexican power and civilization for centuries, and that of the United
States since the acquisition of the Territory. Their very insignificant number, scattered
over a vast mountainous country, bas to them proved to be strength.
Second, the section west of this line is occupied by tribes either kindred in origin, or at
lea:;t affiliated by intermarriage, frequent intercourse, barter, and similar agricultural pursuits.
r;; Of common (supposed Aztec) origin are the Pimos, Papagoes, Moquis, Mojaris and
Yumas; affi liated with them are theMaricopas, Hualapais, and Ynrapeis; 'lf the Yurapeis but
little is known as yet; t.hey seem to be few in numbj:jrs, and vegetate in the deep and dismal
but sublime chasms and canons of the upper Colorado.
The Cocopas reside on the lower Colorado, and belong to the Mexican republic. Some
of the Pi-Utes rove west and north of the upper Colorado, and belong rather to the adjoining
States and Territories. The Pimos and Maricopas have a reservation of 100 square mile:;,
part of which they cultivate with extraordinary diligence and success. They not only supply their own wants, but also those, in a great measure, of the military and mail departmeats,
the mining districts north of the Gila, and the capital of the Territory. They are semi-c.:i vi·
lizecl, clouilc and honest; so are the Papagoes. The latter inhabit the vast plaius south of
the Gila to tli{\ Mexican boundary; there are no running strearn'l in those plains, and agriculture is limited, and depends, both in kind and bulk, on tl1e length of the rainy season .
Should the ruins fitil, no crops arc rai sed that year. Iu harvest time they assist in gathering
tho crops of the whites in Arizonn.and Sonora; about 1,000 of them have permanent homes
in Souom, (Mexico,) and 3,000 belong· exclusively to the soil of the Uniteu States.
Tho Yumas and Mojaves iuhubit tho imwodiate margin of the middle Colorado, from
32~ :30' to 05° 30' north latitude.
The Yn.vapies and Hualapies . infest the metalliferous mountain ranges and intervonin?"
plains for I UU miles east of the section occupied by the former-that is, the section east of tb~
midule Colorado. They, in certain seasons, cultivate small spots of grollnd ou the edges of
the Colorac~o, or on those of a tew little inland streams. If the grounds of the Papagoes cannot be relied upon for the annual crops on account of the uncertainty of rains, those belono-iug to the four tribes last mentioned :slla1o the same fate. to a great extout, not\·vithstundit~a
tlJat tLey are situated on the margin of one of the great rivers of America. The reasons fo~
tllis are to be looked for in the physical and geolog·ical character of the Colorado country. A
few brief notes ouly will suffic.tJ to explain this. The so-called Colorado bottom consists of
a series of extensive plains, btLsins aULl valleys, formed aud separated from each other by
erupted mountain ranges, crossing thom in a northwest and soutlkast direction, oblique to
its general course, (north and south.) Before those ranges >v ere severed by the present
chaunel, these basins and valleys, as denoted by the surrounding levels, were the bottoms
of land-locked seas or lakes. This supposition is sLreugthoneu by an investigation of the
subsoil of these bottom lands.
A bird's-eyo view shows, at the ordinary stage, the turbid water of the river to be some
fiftC'en to twenty feet LeiO\Y its banks; thence level plains from one to ten miles on each side
of the river, to a mesa formation, rising abruptly from tweuty to tllirty feet, and morfl occasionally above the bottom; the e masses are composed of a loam, gravel, and shifting sands,
with :cattereu fossil trees of existiug spt:>cies. They are cut by deep ravines exposing the
parallelism of tho quaternary strata, and extend vvith but little rise to the isolated mountain
wugl'S east and west of the river. The distance to these mountains varies ti-om nothing to
fiye, ten, and mor(\ miles.
They consist prineipally of the primary metamorphic states and erupted rocks, from granite
up to the traehytes and basalts of tl1o tertiary period, and are metalliferous in their entire extcJ:t; of these three sections, only that of thtJ bottom requires to be taken into consideration
for the present object.
For the la t fifteen years numerous attempts have been made by tho whites to cultivate
so111e of the bottom land~ of the Uolorado river, but up to this time not a single farm worth;r
of t!Je name exists, notwithstanding the ready marl;:et for grain if rai sed here, and the exorbitant prices paid by the military department and tile citiz~ns, v~Lryiug 1i:om eight to twelve
.
cenrs per pound for ?arJey, and oLhor _things in proportion.
The reason of tb1s 1s, that the thm coat of surface soil rests on a vast and tluck bed of
shifting and aud light marly_ material, neither of these with a capacity of ~·etaining tl1o
moistUJO necessary for succes:;lul culti\'ation of grain, &c .i frequeut and covwus showers
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and streams of water are therefore needed, and these can only be procured by a stupendous
canal from the Colorado itself.
Another reason or cause offrequent failure may undoubtedly be found in the admixture of
alkaline substances ( ocl!asionally pure salt) with the apparently good soil of the valley, and
only trials for years in planting can point out the localities and soil adapted for farming.
The ground cultivated by the Indians consists of small bands of recent alluvial accumulations in the lower slou(J'bs,
or near the water's edge of the river, or in spots inunda ted by the
0
flood s, on which, after the water subsides, the crops are raised. If these flo ods fa il, which is
frequently the case, the crops are also a failure, and the Indians are in a half-sta rving condition; at such times they depend upon the whites. The mescal, the few wild fruits a nd ~Tass
seeds of the mountains, the quail and hare of the vall ey, and the deer and li zar~1 s of the
plains, together furnish but a scanty supply. It was proposed by Mr. Poston to cons truct a
canal, or ditch, fi·om the ·river, and bring the water to th e surface of the plain or vall ey. In
my opinion, this is a stupendous undertaking. I do not know of one single point favorab le
for that purpose; the great depth of the canal at its head, the .instability of th e lands, the
loose material of the subsoil, and occasional grand wild floo~1s spread ing over th e ent!re bot:
tom nearly, are drawbacks that can be overcome only w1th an enormous expend1ture of
capital ami labor. That this will be done at some future period I have no doubt; but it is
not an euterprise that could be carried out by the labor of the Indians, or that should bo
u ndertaken before the capaeity of the soil for production has been satisfactorily tested by
r epeated trials at different points.
The elevation of water by machin ery would, I think, prove unprofitable and insufficient
for extensive farming, but it might answer for gardening and the raising of vege>t ables.
After these preliminaries, principally directed against any r eservation on the Colorado
river, I will come back to th e site on tbe Gila, which for immediate availability, economy,
and wit.hout risk of failure in any respect, is decidedly the best point in the Territory.
There· are large tracts of superior lands from the reservation of the Pi)llOS and Maricopas
down the Gila to the Aqua Caliente raucho, a distance of near eighty miles ; mo st anywhere
between these two points fine sites may be selected. The mos t availa ble, how ever, on accoun t
of its seclusion, being away from the highways, is the bottom known as the '' G ila bend,"
not far from the Maricopa villages and the mouth of the Salinas river. For irrigation, either
the Gila or Salinas may be tapped at any eonvenient point, the latter stream t~arrying from two
hundred to five hundred feet of water at ordinary seasons. These rivers are not so unwield,r:
as the troublesome Colorado; the banks and subsoil are firm, and adapted to the conduct of
w ater; besides, the proximity and the moral influence which would be exerdsed over th e new
r eserve Indians by the industrious, successful, and happy Pimos and Maricopas would be
sldutary aud beneticial.
If a sy. temalic and well-digested plan is adopted, th~ reservation should be self-su staining
in two years. To accomplish this a survey should at once be made and the necessary ditches
and canals laid oft" in accordance with the quantity of land to bo cultivated. For the first
two years the work should be in common, but afterwards the land subdivid ed in order to
stimulate individual pride and ambition. All the ditches and field s should be lined with willows, cottonwood, or oth er trees, anJ thus an apparent desert would be transformed into a
b eautiful oasis, and a now vagabond and dubiou s portion of our population into an industriom,
and happy one.
•
We would thus save w humanity thousands who, if not cared for at onee, will p erish
through the contact and encroachment of the white element .
. '~he probab le expense depends up on the number ot I ndians, and consists simply in proY1Sl0n and tools, aud to the time of production. The expense of removal and concentration
would be a mere trifle.
.
'l'he Apaches and remaining Navajoes should be transported to General Carleton's great
and most succes ful reservation on the Pecos river, where there are now from 9,0UU to lu,OOO
Nav.ajoes and Me. caleros tilling the ground .
It the Ap11ches are left here they will continu<:tl1y break out and flee into their mountai n
fastn e . The Apache i:; a lazy and roving Indian, and should b e made to leave· his
country and to forget it, as soo n as this is possible; at all event , they shou ld not be mixed up
with the de cribed races of the secund section.
According! to 1cport , Major Williamson, of top ographical engineers, bas been ordered to
this Territory. W uuld it nut be a<lvisable for this geutlcman to examine the site in question 1
I am lightly acc1uainted with Major Williamson , from the Klamath region, where we were
both exploring, aud shall b at his service for any information n eded und known to me.
. I r g:et that I have not time to furni ·h you witl_1 a copy of my n w map of Arizona, as it
IS uo.t htho~raph :<1; b.ut to under taud th J?~" cedmg remarks, I enclose two maps of Arizona.,
pubh:h d m 1 v , w1tb a :sk leto~ copy ut the no1 thern portion of the Tenitory, ouly lately
c•pen. d. Any of my notes r ·gardmg thi matter are at your di ·posal, provid d you will
fur01 h o~ · per ·on to copy th m, as my time is so much occupied in out-door work, mining
aud explonng.
!Lave th honor to b , rc:pccffully, yours, &c.,

. 4-.

C

OLEY,

IIERMAN ERIIENBERG .

Commi sioner of Indian Affairs, Tfashingtorr, D. C.
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No. 27.
LA PAZ, ARIZONA Tf~RRITORY,

July 31, J 1:366.
Srn: I have the honor to submit the following report for the month of July, 1866, relative
to thfl condition of my agency.
The condition of the Yumas is about the same as represented in my last monthly report.
No complaints have rear.hed me concerning them, and at present they are engag-ed in planting.
The Mohaves are peaceab le and industriously inclined; the vast numbers of this tribe t!Jr.t
for months have been wandering about in idleness now manifest the greatest eagerness in
selecting- suitable places and preparing the ground fur planting.
The Yavapais are peaceable and rapidly settling on the river; about one hundred of this
tribe returned from the mountains during the month, the most of whom have joined their
l1 ead chief Qua-shack-a-mah on the reservation, and are now devoting their attention to

planting.
.
. h er f rom t h e uncertamty
.
. .
. . t'wn or f rom
Some of t h'1s tnbe,
e1t
of ra1smg
a crop WI'th ou t Hnga
an aversion to agricultural pursuits, intend returning to the mountains and pursuing the
chase.
The condition of the Hualapais is the same as represented in my last monthly report.
They are peaceable and quiet, and manifest a friendly disposition towards the whites.
I have the satisfaction of stating in this report, as in my last, that peace prevails along
the river from its mouth to the northern boundary of the Territory. I received a communication on the 5th instant from William A. Hardy, esq., of Hardyville, Arizona Territory,
stating that be bad just returned from Prescott, and on the way to that place and back saw
many signs of peace, and that no depredations had been committed of late, and that he
believes all the tribes of Indians around Prescott and betvl'een there and Hardyville are
desirous of peace; that the Hualapais are very quiet, and that the trains travelling through
the country turn out their animals with safety, and no hostile indications are anywhere tu
be seen.
There have been two g-reat rises in the Colorado this summer. One occurred in June, and
the other in the early part of the present month, each flooding all tl1e bottom lands on either
side of the river. As the first was subsiding, early in June, many of the Indians commenced
planting, and their crops looked very promising, when the second freshet came and swept
them entirely away. The bottoms are still owrfiowecl, thoug·h the river is r{\ceding· slowly.
These two great rises in this river in so rapid succession and short space of time are
occurrences both uncommon and extraordinary, particularly at the planting season, and have
Leeu the cause of the delay in raising crops this year, which delay ti·om the above cause was
unavoidable. The Indians, however, are not dish eartened, but, on the contrary, are greatly
rejoiced at the thorough saturation which the soil has received by these immense fi-e:'ih et:s,
a11d intend planting extensively as soon as the water shall have sufficiently receded to allow
of their so doing.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN FEUDGE,
Special United States Agent uf Colorado Indians.
G. W. LEIHY, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, La Paz, Arizona Tcrrit01·y.
No. 28.
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,

Tucson, Arizona Te1·ritury, June 4, J t3ti6.
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance ·with instructions left with me by
Colonel M. 0. Davidson, special Indi an agent, I have vieitecl the several tribes conneeted
with his agency and made diBtribution to them of the articles left in my care, as per
abstracts, also sent by this mail. I appointed the lOth clay of May to meet the Papagoes. The
goods intended for th em were stored at th e Enriquetta mine, as at the time of their arrival
I was acting: as surgeon of the company; but owing to a :;u~pens ion of the work I removed
to Tucson, making a request of the quartermaster at Tubac for transportation to convey the
goods al o there, but was refused, as I bad no order for the same. I was in} opes, until
almost tbe day appointed for the meeting, to make the distribution at San Xavier cl eJ Ba~>,
and directed Josi, c.bi f, to call the delegates together there, but I was obliged to assen:ble at
Enriquetta. Early on the morning of the JOtlt they came in. T.b ey were entirely w1~hout
food; I was therefore under the necessity of pu1 chasing- fi om the company age~t beet and
flour to feed them. Tbere were pre ent one buudred and two ddegates; ten VJllages wo-re
repre ented. Mr. Lyon, deputy collector of the customs at Tubac, was present and a sisted
,. .
me. His long acquaintance with these Inuians renders hi s services valuable. . *
The portion of good iutended for them was now divided into parcels, accordwg i the · .1:~:e.
of the village; the chief and captains taking charge of the same expressing, on behuli of
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the delegates, many thanks for the kindness of the govP.rnment, and making rene>Yed. promises
for th e future good behavi~r of their pc0ple. I distributed the to:al amount of Col.one}
Davidson's purchase, exceptmg the part mtended for the tame .Apaches, the bla?ksmJt?s
tools, and the books, papers, &c., pertaining to the school. They were much grat1fied w1th
their presents, saying that never before bad they been so liberally dealt with.
It was not my 'intention at first to distribute all these goods at this time, but retain a portion for the fall meeting. I could not, however, well do otherwise, as there was so large a
delegation. My order to the chief, Josi, was to call to.g·ether ?nly three from each .pueb lo,, but
insleud there were from eight to twelve; and, too, I d1d not hke to leave the remawder of the
goods at Enriqnetta, as the: place at present is poorly protected against raids from the Sono!·a
border. I C'~uld not g:et transport~tiol!l. to rei?Jove .them to !ucson. Again, I th?ught the b1ll
of goods wh1ch Snpenntendent Le1hy some hme smce adv1sed me be Lad sent from La Paz,
won1d be ample for the fall distribut.ion. 'l'he matter of transportation I w!ll ag~in allude t?.
The fvllowing day I drove to Tubac aud met the Apaches Mauzos, takmg w1tll me theu
portion of presents. It gave me great grati£.cation to meet these Indians; although but a.
rcmuant of a once powerful tribe, they are the most efficient in their services to the government
of any Indi ans here. Th ere are but twcnty-£.ve men now to represent the tribe; twenty of
these had just come in from a. scout against the wild Apaches, hringing with them two
scalps and three pairs of ears. I was very liberal in the distribution to t.hem, giving every
man, woman, and child a present. They were greatly pleased, and promised renewed zeal in
as isting tl.le troops as guides and citizens as escorts. I advised them also of the desire of the
government tlmt they should select a phwe that might be secured to them as a home. · They
are very anxions to have such a spot. I told them it was expected th ey would do all they
possibly could towards subduing the wild Apaches, now such a terror to the country. One
fine young man, who peaks SJ,Janish readily, replied: "We need no urging from the great
captain of the whites to turn our feet tovrards the mountains where live our murd erous brethren, while we have ]eft to us the widows and children of onr own bmvPs who have tallen by
their hands; we only live now to avenge their wrongs." These Indians have again g·one
out on the war· path; the citi,;ens have made up a bounty of $100 each for every scalp they
take. I will again refer to the condition and wants of these tribes after report of my visit
to the Pimos and Maricopas.
L eaving Tubac 8aturday evenin~, in order to pass the most dangerous part of t.he road in
the night, (I had no escort,) I reached Tucson 8unday afternoon, rested my animals until
Monday eveuiog, and then left for the Pima villages. I was cordially received by Brigadier
General Mason, who l1as his headquarters on the reservltlion.
Mr. A. M. White, licensed trad er for these Indians, sent notice to the various pueblos for
tlJCm to come in on the following day (Friday) for an interview. In t!te mean time I bad the
goods intended for distribution properly arranged according to population of eat;ll village,
lHying one side the portion belongiug to the Maricopas, in accordance with the request of the
chief, in order that tlley might collie quietly next day and got it, as heretofore, when their portion has been laid out with the Pimos, the latter Lad rushed in (wilu young men among them)
and took all. l<'riuay morning they commenced to gather in, and by uoon two thousand were
present. It happeued that they bad also appointed this day for a council of war, which
brought all the thief men of the tribe together. 'l'bP.ywere about sending a large force against
the Apaches. After a bort talk, in substance the same as that held with the Papag·ues, I
gaYe them their presents. They vvere more than pleased with the articles, as they were just
what they needed. I refer more partit;ularly to the agricultural implements. They told me
tlley Lad never been so well aud appropriately thought of before in the selection to meet t!Jeir
need. It wa a real pleasure to meet these Indians. They are noble specimens of the red
man. TL(•re are mauy well-to-do farm ers among them. They have a large area of grounJ
so":n to wheat this year. It is estimated they will have a million and a half pounds of
gram to sell. I maue arrangements witlJ Mr. ·w hite to do their black mith work, turning
ov r to Liru the bill of tools aud iron. The plough sent out I placed in his charge, as heretofore when given to th Indians they have sold them. They are to borrow them now, and
return when through using them. I arranged with Mr. White to do what work they might
nPed in way of repairs, he to receive his compensation f'roru use of tools and iron.
The Pio1vs and Maricopas are living very contentedly and pleasantly un t!Jc Rio Gila.
There have been sta ons when the water has failed, but a· a general thm g th('re is enough
to meet their wants. This year they have gont. above the r~:: ·erYation, and are worldug an
unoccupied piec of land 011 the river, whkh is very fertile. They do this to let their old
lands llaYe one , cason's rest.
Tbe,·e Indian n<.>ed more agricultural implement·, such as hoes, spades, shovel., axes,
icldes, carts, and harne ·s . These latter c. pcciully , hould be giYeu them, as they have to
tarry their grain in. ume .ca .es ~ifte n. to tw(;nt.>:" mile , an9 tbe women arc obliged to bring
th • wood they. U"e front ·•x to ctght mrlc on Ht~rr back. . They do not require from the gov ·mnum clotbm{!, a they nrc able to purthaso 1t, aud when O'iven to them it only ha a tenome four or £.ve Calitoruia
dency to make th •111 iiJdcJlPilt. Th ·y n<·cd go d tock fmimab:.
.:talli.m: and bu!l. W<Hll 11 L~ !I' great al·qui. itiou and prized more than any present the govcrnlllcnt tould gi\·P tlrclll. llil'Y ~!av~ <·x~ ·lk·nt bn.cdiug nrares . A small herd of hloodeu
btep woul<l abo be a L ·r. ·fit, aud 111 trn•e a profitable p1upcrty. But of ull t!Je c uccds I feel
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to urge upon the attention of the department the procurement of carts and harness. They
could be bought for one hundred and fifty dollars in coin each. One should be given to each
village, (ten Pimo and two Maricopa.) I do most earnestly recommend that your agent be
empowered to purchase these things.
They desire very much to have a school. Lieutenant ·walker, who 1ives with the Pimos
and understands their language almost perfectly, is competent to teach them. For a reasonable compensation he would take charge vf a school. It could be more advantageously conducted with these Indians than with the Papagos, for the reason that they are more concentrated.
The chief and captains of the ten pueblos should each have compensation from government,
even if not a very large sum ; not only as encouragement to look after their people's wants,
· but also to repay them for much that they are obliged to expend incident to their office, especially the chief, Antonia Azul. He is kept poor on account of the many he has to entertain.
In conclusion, these Indians, now numbering, Pimos 10,000, and Maricopas 1, 000, deserve the marked attention of your bureau. · They are orderly and industrious, virtuous and
happy. If properly looked after by some one who has an interest in their welfare, who is
actuated by an earnest and honest heart, they can be enlightened and elevated. Their history is replete with intere~t. It comes down to us from an age reaching back of the time
when our country was discovered. They have monuments of antiquity surprising to behold.
I have followed out the instructions of Colonel Davidson in regard to bringing before the
Papagos in all its bearings the matter of a reservaticn. With some the idea is favorably received, with others not. Many have become so attached to their old places, that they dislike to leave; yet, if government deems it advisable to remove them, they could be induced
to go without much difficulty.
At present they are a source of much assistance to the whites struggling to open the coun
try; as laborers they are excellent help. They are mixing with the Mexican population to
quite an extent through northern Sonora and southern .Arizona. Becoming identified with
these people, they are of much assistance as escorts and guides. Their presence in the vicinity is a great protection to us from the Apaches. In view of these facts the question arises,
is it advisable to remove them to a reservation?
To establish them properly WQuld require at least $25,000, as for two years they would be
dependent upon government for support, and, until they could protect themselves, a military
post would be necessary in their midst. There is an excellent point on the Gila river, some
distance below the Pimos, for a resen;ation. The Papa~os have expressed a desire to live
there if they could be assisted to take possession. A scnool has been much talked of at San
Xavier. You were :nformed by Colonel Davidson that the bishop of New Mexico had promised a teacher; he reported to me. but c<;mld not speak a word of Eng-lish; he was not qualified,
therefore, according to your instructions. I have eug·aged Mrs. William Tonge, an American lady living here, of excellent character, to take charge of the school. She has lived
near the Papagos some time ; understands their character and habits well. She is held in
high estimation by them on account of her kindness to them. She will open the school in
Juiy. I thought best to make a commencement in the matter, although there is this in the
way : If the school is to be for the benefit of all, some provision must be made to pay for
the board and care of the children who come from the distant villages; in fact, those at San
Xavier will have to be clothed. A room suitable must be procured and furnished. These
Indians are poor and cannot afford to dress their children. I shall, however, open the school
and await results. I am not yet informed that means have been provided to meet the expenses
of this school, as well as to pay the several salaries indicated in your instructions. .,. * *
C. H. LORD, Deputy Agent.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Wasltington, D. C.

NEVADA SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 29.
SUPERINTENDENCY OF NEVADA,

Carson City, September 10, 1866.

Sm.: In obedience to.the re q~irements of the department with which I am connected, I
have th e honor to submit my first annual report on the condition of Indian affairs within
my superintendency.
·
In ente1i ng upon the discharg of the duties of my office, I found everything in a very
confused tate. Gov rnor Nye ba.? cea ed to be ex officio superintendent more than a year
before, and Agent L?ckbart had st x months prev_iously left this part of the country. No
papers or records of 1mportance had been transmitted to me, and I was compelled to.collect
81
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facts and rearrange the affairs of the office as best I could. The details of this worZ: under
such disadvantages have necessarily required patience and consumed time.
The Indian tribes included in this superintendency are dispersed measurably over the whole
State.
THE BANNOCKS.

This tribe occupies most of that portion of Nevada north of the forty-first degree of north
latitude, with the southeastern corner o.f Oregon and the southwestern corner of Idaho.
Their country is diversified with mountains, valleJ·s, and barren wastes. Frequently there
are strips of fertile soil around the springs and along· the margin of the small streams, which
afford a supply of grass-seed and of other vegetable productions, upon which they subsist.
They also obtain quantities of pine-nuts from the groves of the pinon, which in places cover
the mountain sides. In regard to their food, howev er, they are not particular, and very often
li ve upon the insects and reptiles which abound through the country. The few streams and
small lakes affonl a scanty supply of fish. The antelope, deer, and mountain sheep are
found in places, but notin large numbers. The rabbit aud large bare of the plains are more
abundant. 'l'he burrowing marmot, the fox, the wild cat, and the cayote or prairie wolf, all
exist to some extent in this region, and contribute to the food and clothing of these Indians.
But since the discovery of tbe silver mines in northern Nevada, and especially since the
excitement about the mineral wealth of Idaho, white men have steadily eneroached upon the
teJTitory of tllis tribe. Roads have been made across their country, stations and settlements have been established at convenient watering places and wherever there were productive lands. Paradise valley, the most extensive fertile valley in their country, is now occn]Jied and cultivated by white men, a number of whom have taken their f~mi!ies there and
propose to be permanent rc11idents.
The Bannocks, numbering about fifteen hundred, are well supplied with horses and exist
in roving bands, eon trolled by sub-chiefs. As w bite men have eneroached upon their territory they l1ave manifested a v.·arlike disposition, have made repeated raids upon the newly
formed settlements, destroyed trains along the highways and committed many depredations,
for which the military authorities have severely punished them. Forts have been erected,
outposts established, and such forces provided as were necessary to maintain peace. It is
proper to state that many of these bands, into which the tribe is divided, have fi'om the first
preserved the most friend ly relations and are under the influence of this superintendency.
Less is known about the mental and moral characteristics of the Bannocks than about either
of the other tribes in this State.
'l'HE

SHO~ITONES.

This tribe Las a population of about two thousand five hundred, and occupies almost thew hole
ea tern l1alf of the Stt~.te. The line separating them from the Pai-Utes on the east and south is
not very clearly defined. Since the settlement of Pahranagat and the recent explorations of
Governor Blasdel and party, it is ascertained that the Shoshone lan guage is spoken mostly
by all the bands of Indians in southeastern Nevada. A. letter accompanying thi::; report from
R ev. A. P . White, state superintendent of public instruction, is the most authentic information received at this ofiite in regard to the condition of this portion of the tribe. The
statements of Mr. White have been fully confirmed, not only by those who were with him
during the long and hazardous journey of which be speaks, but by the miners of Pabranagat, ~ilver Peak, and other places.
About Austin and along the overland mail route, the Shoshones have, through constant
contact with the whites for three or four years, become accustomed to their habits and in
ruany instanres learned to speak the English language. They have also made themselves
u. eful in various capacities. Some of the women nave become good washers, whil e the men
cut aud saw wood, cultivate gardens, and go on errands. They Lave made but little or no
progress in morals. Like other savage tribes tuey incline to imitate the vices of the superior
race ratiJer than their virtues.
'l'be Shoshones exist in bands commanded by sub-chiefs. Along the south and eastern
boreler of their territO!'Y these bands are often constituted of many renegades from neighbor·
ing trib s.
overnor Hlasd l's p~:~.rty often found individuals who could speak only a few
words of the Shoshone language, and in one instance an entire family, includino- six men
and two or three ·women, who could not speak it at all, who bad probably wand~·ed from
some tribe in northern Arizona. Thes Indians are more destitute of the necessaries of lite
than any other under the care of this superintendency. Co111paratively few of them have
been enabled to provide them lYes with clothing obtained from the whites.
overnment
~as a· yet only turn~ ·he~ ~o. ds through thi sup~lintendency for that part of the tribe living
m ~ub~ vall. y ~nd 1t VJCmJty: TlJC . upply w h1Cb was forwarded for distribution last spring
amved Ill th1s c1ty so lat that 1t wa thought be t to store them here until fall. In fact, I
h~d no funds unapprop~at .d to pay for their further transportation at that time. These goods
will be f rwarded and d1 tnbuted towards the approach of winter when they will be of the
grea t · rvice to the Indian .
'
vutb of uby valley many white settlements are being formed, and the fertile lands of
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this degraded people are being taken from them, their grasses consumed, their groves of pine
trees (pifion) destroyed, and the scanty supply of game is being killed or driven away by the
invaders, whom the Indian has learned to regard as his natural enemies. The country increases in sterility towards the south until it becomes probably the most barren district on the
American continent. The families and bands which dwell in this region are destitute of
horses and other domestic animals. They live in the depths of poverty, ·a nd are emaciated
from hunger. When they steal horses, mules, and cattle, it is to appease the cravings of appetite; to keep themselves and their families from starvation. But these acts, with their utter want of moral perception, and their degraded and wretched condition, have given rise to
such a strong and general aversion to them that the miners almost universally demand their
extermination. Acts of injustice, wrong, and cruelty are not unfrequent. The civil law cannot protect them at so great a distance. An existence maintained under such natural dis ~td
vantages must, of necessity, fade away before the encroachments of a superior ra~:.e. I beg·
leave respectfully to recommend that all necessary measures be at once adopted by the department to select and establish a suitable reservation for the Shoshones some>Yhere in the
vicinity ofPahranagat. Lands, with proper facilities for irrigat-ion, adapted to agricultural awl
grazing purposes, might now be obtained.
THE PI-UTES.

The territory occupied by this tribe is about one hundred miles broad, and is bounded on
the north by the country of the Bannocks, on the east by that of the Shoshones, on th e south
by the State line between Nevada and California, and on the west by tl1e territory of tbe
"\Vashoes. The population is estimated at about four thousand two hundred, including all
classes. There are no Indians within this superintendency who have been so much benefited
by their intercourse with the whites as the Pi- Utes. Situated immediately on the old emigraut
road, at an early clay they became acquainted with our habits and customs. Trading posts,
stations, and settlements were established among them before the discovery of the rich deposits
of silver ore east of the Sierra Nevada mountains. Many of them learned the English language, and conducted a limited traffic with the emigrants and settlers . .
The Carson, Truckee, and Humboldt rivers, with the lakes into which these streams em ptied, afforded an abundant supply of fish, accessible at all times. Along the margiu of these
rivers and bordering upon the lakes were extensive bodies of fert ile land, produdng annually quantities of grass-seed, and of such vegetables as completed the stock of f.ood necessary
to the wants of this people. Being thus better fed than the surrounding tribes, they were
also much better developed, both physically and mentally. They made themse lves serviceable in a variety of ways to the white man. Their willingness to work, and the efficiency
and faithfulness with which they discharged the duties in which they were eng·.aged, enabled
them to find employment. Some of them earned both food and clothing for themselves and
their families. Some of them became dissipated and fell victims to the vices which white
men introduced. The great majority, however, resisted to some extent th e temptations to
which they were exposed. At times, through repeated provoeations, they were impelled to
take up arms against the whites. Still, upon the whole, they have been peace~:~.ble ; have
yielded readily to the will of the government, and are now cheerfully obedient to its laws.
They are usually teachable, kind, and industrious. Their habits of temperance are proverbial,
and deserve special mention. It is not known that there is an inebriate in the tribe. It is
rare to find an individual who will even taste intoxicatiug liquors in any form. Th ey h<we witnessed the evil effects of intemperance in their early acquaintance with white men , and, with
a full conviction of its fatal and destructive tendencies, they have determined to abide by the
principles of total abstinence. Their habits of virtue are equally rigid. It is the testimony
of their agents, and those who have had ample opportunity of knowing for years, that they
are scrupulously chaste in all their intercourse. This is especially trne of their womeu. To
these habits and excellence of character may be attributed th e fact that they are annual ly increasing in numbers, and that they are a strong, healthy, active people. Many of them are
employed as laborers on the farms of white men in all seasons, but they are especially serviceable during the time of harvest and haymaking. The lessons of husband ry which tlJCy
thus lea rn are not forgotten, and a disposition is often manifested to put them iu practice on
the lands reserved for their special benefit, but hitherto we have been unable, for want of
means, to afford them much encouragement.
TilE WASHOES.

This is a small tribe of about five hundred Indians, living in the extreme western part of
the State. They are usually a harmless people, with much less physical and mental development than tlle Pi-Utes, and more d<>graded morally. They arc indolent, improviJent, and
much addicted to the vices and evil practices common in savage life. Th ey manifest au almost uncontrollable appetite fvr intoxicating drinl<s. They are sensual aud filthy, and are
annually dimimshing in number. from the eli. eases contracted through their indulgences
A few have learned the English language, and will do light work for a reasonable cuwpensation. They spend the wiuter months about the villages anu hauitations of white men,
from whom they obtain tolerable upplies of food and clothing. T.Ue spriug, summer, and
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autumn months are spent in :fishing about Washoe and Tahoe lakes and the streams wbich
flow through their country. They also gather grass-seed and pine-nuts, hunt rabbits, bares,
and ducks.
'
There is no suitable place for a reservation in the bounds of their territory, and, in view of
their rapidly dimini::,bing numbers and the diseases to which they are subjected, none is requiJed.
RESERVATIONS,

Within the bounds of this snperintendeney there are but three. One is a reservation made
for tbe purpose of seeming timber and lumber for the bene:fit of the Pi-Utes. This tract of
laud was well selected, properly surveyed, and lies within tbe territory of the Washoes. It
is not adapted to the purposes of agriculture, and the Indians seldom even pass over it. It
consists of about twenty thou:<and acres, o1· nearly one-:fifth of the best timbered land in the
State. The Paci:fic railroad passes through the centre, and that company will claim every
alternate section.
It is found, also, that it is exceedingly difficult to protect this timber. Men gradually
encroach upon it, either wilfully or ignorantly, despite all the vigilance which can be used
to prevent them. As the timber in other parts of the State is censumed, and as the railroad
progresses, this difficulty will increase. It is a fact, also, that since the protection of the
lands reserved for the Indians about Pyramid lake, a young and vigorous growth of timber
has sprung up, which, in a few years at most, will aafford a supply for all practical purpo es; so that the timber on the reservation above named will not be wanted, as was at first
supposed .
In view of all the circumstances and facts jn the case, I respectfully recommend that this
re ervation be sold to the best possible advantage, and that the proceeds be applied to the
common bem•£t of all the Indian tribes under the supervision of this superintendency, upon
such conditions as the department may decide.
The Truckee River reservation includes Pyramid laJce and a portion of the adjacent country, and is well adapted to grazing and agricultural purposes. The soil is fresh and fertile,
and the climate mild a.nd healthful. Several acres of ground han been plougheEI and were
planted with potatoes and other vegetables in the proper season, and now are yielding a fair
return. This experiment, made without cost to the government, I am happy to say bas been
a fine success, and at once proves the productiveness of the soil and the disposition of the
J>i- te Indians to labor for their own support.
l<~rom the accompanying reports of Agent Campbell and of Farmer Thomas, you will see
that an attempt was also made to cultivate a portion of the Walker River xeservaiion last
spring. The particulars of this effort, with the results, are fully stated in the reports mentioned. This and the Truckee River reservation are very similar in many characteristics,
although separated by the (hstance of seventy miles or more. They are each selected for the
u e and benefit of the Pi-Utes; are alike sjtuated many miles from any considerable body of
~ rtile land which may hereafter be occupied by white men, and are summnded by ranges of
mountains and saudy plains. Each includes several thousand acres of good farming and
gra ·s land, which only needs irrigation and proper cultivation to produce abundantly every
v·ariety of cereals and vegttables. The facilities for irrigation are not surpassed. Neverfuiling streams, affording ample supplies of pure fresh water, from the snows of the Sierras,
flow down and form lakes in the centre of each, of no inconsiderable size. Both streams and
lakes abound in the :finest trout and other fish, and are thus never-failing resexvoirs of food
upon" bich the Indian delights to live. Such are the provisions which a prudent forethought
ha. wisely made for the fnture wants of these childTen of the desert.
But the time is at hand when this people begin to regard these reservations as their homes
and only swe hope for a support. Their country is rapidly pas:.ing from them. Every
garden spot and tillable acre ot land is now being sought out and occupied by white men.
'l'beir grove.. of piiion are disappearing before the strokes of his ·axe, their grass-seed is consumed by hisherds, the antelope and mountain sheep are killed or diiven away, and, although
there is some compensation in the employment given in the harvest :field and elsewhere, still
the Indian must Jook for a reliable and permanent supply of his wants to the products of
the. e lands sacredly et.apart .for him. But he has no skill in husbandry, and no implemen ts
of cultur . He has shown h1mself ready and willing to labor, and already deeply feels Lis
n ·cP ·ities, aml looks with anxious expectation to that government upon whtch we have
taught him to rely.
I tl1~>r for eHrnestly recommend that such liberal provisions as the department may determin b made for tb . upport o~ two ~ood faithful practical farmers, and that they be placed
upon th :e r ·ervatJou., upphed w1th all necessary implements seed aud whatever else
~11ay Le ne~e ary t . nab~ th m to begin the work of cultivation, by en~losing farms, breakm~ the 11, pr panng d1tchr and .canals for irrigation, so that at the proper time next
pnn~r tLl'y may ow and plant and mstruct the Indians in the various departments of agriculture.
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SCHOOLS.

With the occupation and improvement of the reservations, as above indicated, there should
be introduced a system of education founded u,pon the "manual labor" plan. Experienee
has shown that the children of savage tribes should be warmly clad and well fed upon good
wholesome food. Then they should be taught to labor. Habits of patient industry should
be formed and cultivated. They should be led to think by lesso.ns concerning objects presented to their senses, and impressed by oral instruction. Books may be introdueed by
degrees, and thus the attention gained, the powers of the intellect aroused, and the elementary branches successfully studied. If this course should be pursued, unJer a firm and gentle
form of moral government, I -can scarcely· doubt that the mental energies would be successfully elicited, the moral nature purified, and the whole character elevated. It is not
maintained that under such instrudion and discipline the rising generation wonld become
highly cultivated or ftilly civilized. It is only hoped that the race might be improved; that
the child, when grown, would be less a savage and more of a true man than he would have
been otherwise; that he might have a. practical knowledge of agriculture; be able to read
aud write_; be a good law-abiding citizen, and become virtuous and happy to the extent of
his capacities.
In view of these considerations, I have the honor to recommend that some provision be
made for the establishment of a system of instruction founded upon the plan thus briefly set
forth.
Hoping that this brief review of the condition and wants of the Indians in this superintendency, and the recommendations I have made, may serve to awaken an abiding interest
in their behalf, I have the honor to be, with the hig·hest consideration, sir, your most
obedie nt, humble servant,
H. G. PARKER,
Superintendent lndiau Ajfai1·s, Nevada.
Hon. D. N. Cooi,EY,
Commissioner, Was!tin{?ton, D. C.

No. 30.
WALKER RIVER INDIAN RESERVE,

August ~2, J 866.
Sm ~ I have the honor to submit my first annual report as agent for Indians in the State
of Nevada.
Before entering into a detailed account of the condition of eac.h tribe, there are matters of
importance, affecting the general interests of the Indiau service within this State, of which
I deem it necessary to speak.
By the changes recently made in the southern and eastern boundary of the State, fifteen
hundred souls have been added to our Indian population, placing· the total numb er at abou t
ten thousand. These Indians are dispersed over the entire eountry, living in small bands
or families wherever the natural productions of the earth are suffident to sustain life. The
general character of this country is that of the most sterile on the continent, being almost
entirely devoid of game. The principal dependence of the IndifLns has always been th~
pine-nuts and grass-seed, though fish constitutes an item of importance. This character of
c.ountry has forced the Indian to the adoption of habits of industry, economy, and foresight.
If there are any treaty stipulations existing between any of the tribes and the United.
States, excepting with the western Shoshone bands, I have no knowledge of th em . This
condition of affairs may be regarded as favorable, providing the Iudians receive equal c.onsideration with those having such stipulations.
Experience among them convinces me that they are better satisfied with unexpected favors
than with those long and anxiously looked for.
Considering the nature of this country, with the character of its white population, pioneer and progressive, it may be sug~ested that any scheme involving a removal of the Indians to a place of greater security from intrusion by the white man is impractil'able, aucl
here, at least, tb~y must occupy the country in common. Sueh being the case, it becomes
of the first importance, in order to preserve and civilize the form er, and maintain peace between the two races, that the individuals of each race that commit crimes upon the ot.b.cr
should receive sure and proper punishment. The Indians have been taug-ht that their Great
Father at vyashiJ?gto?- ~ill redress their grievances, and punish the offenders; but, from
the manner m wh1ch JUStice has been dealt out to them in this State, they can now refer to
many precedents which show that such is not the case. In no instance bas a white ever
been punished according to law for the murder of an Indian, or an Indian for the murder
of a. white.
At present there are confined at Fort Churchill two ·walker River Pi-Utes for the mm:der
of Stuart and Rabe, in February, 18G5. They were arrested in April following, by Umteu
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States troops, upon the Walker reservation, and afterwards turned over to the authorities of
Esmeralda county for trial. With tools furnished them they broke jail. returned to the reservation, and, wi'th the assistance of a few relatives, killed the Indian who first informed of
th e murder. After much difficulty and delay they were recaptured.
The effects of this affttir have been injurious. It has encouraged those among the whites
who favor extermination; while, among the Indians, those who were anxious and willing
that the offenders should be brought to justice now fear to take an active part against
them.
·
During the summer of 1865, four Bannock Indians who bad been engaged in murdering
and plundering were delivered by the military to the civil authorities of Humboldt county.
Th e posse taking them in charge shot them down under the pretext of their trying to escape.
While the·e Indians no doubt deserved their fate, yet could they have received it through
some form of trial, and in the presence of Indians, the example could not have been otherwise than beneficial. These instances are cited for th e purpose of showing you that we a re
witl.J ont any form of justiee to aid in the work of civilizing the Indians.
Officers of the law defend their course by urging the impracticability of convicting an Indian uud r.r the Jaws of this State, and that the counties are unable to bear the expense, &c.,
all of which is in a great measure true.
That policy is best to pursue towards Indians that holds them, so far as possible, indi-vidually (instead of tribally) accountable for their misdeeds, and unless some system of
justice be established on our frontier that is both inexpensive and certain to punish those
who arc knowli to be guilty and are universally admitted to be so by their tribe, (as was
the case with the two Indian prisoners referred to above,) no punishment will ever be inflicted, while, in time, an accumulation of wrongs will increase very much the chances of
an Indian war, in which the m11.ny suffer for the acts of the few.
The murder of Stuart and Rabe, according to the prisoners' own story, (told in their simpl e and ignorant way,) was committed solely for the purpose of plunder. The circumstanti al evidence which is admissible in court against them, however, is extremely defective.
The Indians, in whose territory mines have been found of sufficient richness to warrant
th e Prec tion of quartz mills and the settlement of the country, have b een in a great measure
compen s ~~;tod for the destruction of their resources in the pay received from the whites for
labor performed, and, in accommodating themselves to the new order of things, have shown
grea_t ap_titude. The need , however, of assistance from the government for the purpose of
cultJvanug th e reserves \vhich we have, and in the establishment and cultivation of others,
is mo~t urgeut . This arises from the fact that it is impossible to foretell '"hen or what numb er of the 1~1?-ny embryo mining districts that are within this State may attract to their different localities a large popul11.tion.
Th re ar.e three reservations within this State: the Walker, by road, sixty-five miles east;
the Pyram1d, Reventy-five north; and the Timber reserve, forty northwest of Carson City.
The abandonment of all that portion of the Pyramid reserve lying within ten miles of its
sonthern _boundary line includes the saw-mill site and the farm which Agent Lockhart essa:y<>d to 1mp?·ove. The improvements are worthless, but the Indians have sustained a loss
of at least fiJte~u hundred acres of tillable land, which is now occupied by settlers.
In order to ~we the department a more correct idea of the location of the several tribes
within tbis 'tate, I herewith transmit a map of Nevada, on which I have marked, in red
ink, tb _names of tribes, their population, and the boundary lines of the respective districts
over wl11ch they roam.
The fullowing ~stim ates are made for the improvement of the Walker and Pyramid reser':e , and also for the curreut and contingent expenses of this agency for the fiscal year
e_ndmg June :30, J 6 . The prices given in the schedule are as they prevail at the pre ent
t!m e at Car.·on City. Teams and supplies of all kinds can be purchased at least twentyfi,-e p r cent. cheaper in the fall than in the sp1ing of the year.
If tb~ appropli~tions are made, farming operations should commence at the reservations
by the first day ot August, J 67. It might then be reasonably expected that at the close .of
th.e fi cal year ending June 30, l 6 , there would be upon each reserve three hundred acres
of la11<l unuer cultivation, anJ eight miles irrigatino- ditch completed.
The following schedule of articles is requested fo~ the Pyramid reserve:
alary of superintendi ng farmer ..... ____ .... __ .. _. __ .. ___ •.. ____ .. ____ ... _. $1,000 00
.·alary of a ·si. laot fanner·-·--· · ........ ···-···-·--·-- ~ -··--·· .... _______ _
00 (10
'o t of farm-house aud n ce sary ut-buildings ----·· ____ ·----- •... ____ ·----· 2,500 00
'o. t (lf six thou and ration , at forty cents each ... ___ . __ .. _.... ____ •.• _. __ . _ 2,400 00
Co.-tof eight nyok of oxen, with yokes and chains----····--··----··----- 3,150 00
, · of blankets and clothing .... _........ _.. __ ..• __ . _____ . _.. _________ • __ _ 1,500 00
'o.t of two ox wagon ___ .. __ _..•....• __
400 00
O!>t f four pi ugh. and two harrows ... _::::::::::::~::::~~:::~~::::::::::
300 00
'o t of h vel·, pad . , and ho·, one dozen each . ____ ·--------·-·----·· ___ _
72 00
o.t of h arv ting and ha.Jing t l. . _. _. _. ___ .. _. ____ . ___ .. _. __ ... ____ ... __.
14 00
o. t of ax and grub b e , one-half dozen each .. ____ •.• ____ • . _.. ____ .. __ • _.
0 00
'o t of four thou and fr- t of lumber, for fluming .... ---· -·---- ----·- ____ --·160 0
'ost of black with und en nter tools. ___ •.• _..•. ___ • __ . _. ____ . _...•..••• _.
250 00
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Cost of five riding horses and two saddles ....•..••••..........••••.••..•••••
$600 00
Cost of two shovel ploughs and corn cultivators .........•..... _.... ___ . ____ .
50 00
Cost of seed wheat and barley for two hundred and fifty acres of land .• _.. ___ _ 1' 000 00
Cost of seed potatoes and garden seed .....••••• ·--------- •....•...... ·----·
250 00
Cost of four milch cows.-------- ..•• ---------------· •.....•..•....•.....••.
200 00
Cost of five hogs .••.•••.•. ----- ---- • ---- •.•... - •...... -.- •..•••..•••..•..
100 00

14,957 00
For the Walker reserve, the same as above ...•••.•.•.......••....••....••••• 14,957 00
Travelling expenses of agent and interpreter. .... --- •...•••.••.............. I, 000 00
Salary of interpreter ..••.•.••••••..••...•.....•......•.......•......•.......
500 00
Contingent expenses .•••....••••....•• -·- ••..•• - ......•••... ·..••..••..•••.•
586 00
Total amount asked for .•••••••• -- ..••.••... ----. • • • . • . . . • • . . • • • . • . . . 32, 000 00
The information herein given concerning the Shoshone and other tribes in the eastern,
and the Bannocks of the northern part of the State, is, in consequence of an entire absence
of funds since my taking charge of this agency, mainly derived from a former experience
among them, and from other reliable sources.
WASHOES,

Commenci.ng at the western boundary of the State, we have first the Washoe tribe, numbering about five hundred, and occupying a tract of country one hundred miles long, north and
south, by twenty-five in width. There is no reservation within their district except the timber reserve. which is not adapted to cultivation, nor arable land which is not occupied.
There is, hqwever, a large amount of waste country over which they can roam unmolested
for all the future if they wish to gratify their propensities in that respect.
These Indians are a peaceable and inoffensive people. inclined to use intoxicating liquor,
occasionally to excess, and practice the immoralities common to Indians generally. They
are disinclined to labor, though in this respect a change for the better is graduaily taking
place. In food and clothing they are generally quite well supplied. Nothing can be done to
better their condition or prospects· without a large outlay of money. I would, however,
recommend the usual issue of clothing· each year, and, in case of a severe winter, beef and
flour in sufficient quantities to relieve their necessities.
PI-UTES.

This tribe inhabits a country two hundred miles long by one hundred and twenty broad,
lying parallel and east of that of the Washoes. They number about four thousand two
hundred, and are divided into five distinct bands. South of Walker lake are the Mono
Pi-Utes, numbering four hundred, and under Chief Waug-h-adz-ah-bo. They are closely
allied to the Walker River or Ocld Pi-Utes, numbering fifteen hundred, and located in the
vicinity of Walker river and lake and Carson river and upper lake, under Chief Oderie aud
Sub-chiefs Joaquin and E-sah-dawh, or Young Cayote. At the lower Carson lake are the
Toy Pi-Utes, numbering eight hundred, and under Chief Johnson. They affiliate with the
Coo-er-ee and Sidocaw bands, the former of which is located in the vicinity of Pyramid lake,
and numbers some seven hundred, under Chief Young vVinnemucca. 'fhe, latter is located
in the vicinity of. Humboldt lake and river, and numbers about eight hundred, under Chief
Sue.
The Mono and Octi bands should ultimately be settled upon theW alker and the Coo-er-ee,
Toy and Sidocaw upon the Pyramid reserves. These reserves are well adapted for the purposes designed. Each contains an extensive fishery and some grazing country, with about
three thousand acres of arable land, from which white neighbors are barred to a distance by
intervening sand plains and mountains. The improvements now upon these resenrations
consist of a small plank house upon each, with the addition of 11n adobe stable at the Walker.
These buildings are but temporary affairs and must soon be replaced by others which are
larger and better suited to the requirements. On neither has any land ever been cultivated
worthy of mention, there not having been either teams or tools for that purpose.
During the past year the tribe has maintained the most friendly relations with the whites;
even the little troubles that were usually arising between them and the settlers have nearly
ceased. They are extensively employed throughout the country as farm-hands, especially
during: t?e harvest ~eason. For the purpose of s.ec~ring ern ployment they resort to the tow:ns
and mmmg camps mlarge numbers, and by their mdustrious habits and onlerly behaviOr
have gained prai e and good will from our citizens. Their character, when compa.Jed with
that of Indians generally, is distingui bed by moral habits and a teachable nature. Usually
they are well clad in good woollen goods ; and I will here take occasion to recommend thali
hereaft r not mor than three thou. and dollars' worth of blankets and clothing be purcha ed
aun~ally for tbe Pi- te Indi~ns, and that these be kept at the Walker and P~ra~i d reserv~s.
and IBsued only to those Ind1ans who may hereafter be engaged there in cultivatwg tbe so1l.
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Indians not so enO'aged have ample opportunities for procuring a sufficiency. This would
leave a cash bala~ce that could be applied to purchasing teams, tools, &c., and at the
same time exert a most beneficial effect upon the Indians. Two manual-labor schools
upon eaeh reserve would no doubt prove a success. The personal property of the tribe is
worth about $12,000, consisting of four hundred ponies at $30 per head. This kind of
property they are increasing very rapidly b.y purch~sing from the whites. The amount to
which they are benefited thereby, however, IS questwnable.
I cannot close this report of these ·Indians without urging the necessity of an appropriation for the purpose of improving both the Walker and Pyramid reserves. The natural
obstacles to be overcome in starting farming operations preclude the idea that the Indians
could succeed without assistance. The first thing necessary to insure success is an irrigating canal, which should have a capacity equal to the carrying of fifteen hundred inches of
water, which, when required, could be continued for miles.
BANNOCKS •.

North of and adjoining the Pi· Utes are the Bannocks. Formerly, tltese Indians were in
the habit of visiting Pyramid lake, where I have met and talked with them. Judging from
the nature of their country and fi·om information received from military officers, I estimate
the number of that portion of the tribe which inhabits this State at fifteen hundred. Since
May, 1865, tl1e larger portion of them have been acting in concert with the hostile Snake or
Bannock Indtans of southern Idaho. This combination has also been re-enforced by a
large number of renegades from other tribes, and at present remain unsubdued, though from
three to six companies of United States troops have been actively employed agains8t them
since the outbreak. In point of numbers they are formidable, anrl seem to be imbued with
a spirit of dash and bravery quite unusual, while, being well mounted and armed, with the
advantage of knowing the country perfectly, they are enabled to disperse and rall y at given
points with a rapidity that defies pursmt or a knowledge of their whereabouts.
SHOSHONES.

To the east of the Pi-Utes are the Shoshones, numbering about twenty-five hundred.
Their langull,ge is very di:fl'erent from that of either the Bannocks or Pi-Utes. The section
which they inhabit is lttrg·e in extent, but extremely barren in resources, and as the Indians
.are often reduced to the dire necessity of eating reptiles and other loathsome things, it is not
surprising that when in such straits they should occasionally relieve their wants by killing
cattle and prospecters' horses. In clothing they are poorly supplied, having but few opportun_i ties of ~etting any except those given them by the government. Durin g the past year
their behavwr bas beeu excellent. They are willing laborers, and would no doubt gladly
concentrate upon some suitable reserve, where, with assistance from the government in the
shape of tea!lls, to?ls, &c.,_ they would soon be enabled to gain a much bett.er livi~g than
they now enJoy, w1th but httle or no greater labor. The reserve in Ruby valley, whwh was
formerly intended for their use, is now occupied by settlers and the Overland Mail Company's
farm. I would recommend that another be set a1mrt for them upon the headwaters of the
R~mboldt 1iver. From investigation it is found that the d~stitution that at times prevails iu
thts and other ttibes of the Great Basin is not the result of a partial settlement of the country which they occupy, but that suffering and scarcity at times forms a part of their history
from time immemorial.
To the ea t of the Shoshones are the Goships or Goshu-Utes, and to the southeast the
Pai: tes. The latter form no part of the great Pi-Ute tribe to the west of them. They inhabit the region that was ceded to this State by Congress during the last session, formerly a
part of tab and Arizona.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANKLIN CAMPBELL,
United States Indian Agent.
Ron . H. G. PARKF.R,
.Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Carson City, Nevada.

No. 31.
wALKER RIVER RE 'ERYE,

August 2 , 1 66.
In ompliance with your instrnctions I have the honor to submit this my annual rep rt a local ugent and farm r for the \Valk r reserve.
I took barge b re the l t of April last, and with the a sistance of the interpreter, R. A.
\Yn bin"t n, commenc d cl aring bm ·b for a field of three or four acre .
n the 20th of April I started in breaking the piece with three yoke of oxen which you
, JR :
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had hired for that purpose. After the ground was broken an irrigating ditch was opened
which, for want of time and means, is only one thousand yards long.
An acre of potatoes and one-half acre of corn, and a variety of other vegetables, were
planted by the 15th of May. About this time the melting snow in the mountains had raised
the river and filled the ditch. Everything would have soon been in fine growing condition
but for the breaking of the embankment of the ditch at a point where it crossed a low slough.
Before the breach could be repaired the river, in consequence of the cold weather, had receded to its low stage, and did not rise again until the middle of June. By that tim e twothirds of the seed potatoes had become as dry as chips, and could never grow. The balance
with everything else came up in the latter part of June and grew very finely. There will be
about fifty bushels of potatoes, ten of corn, twehty of turnips, and a good supply of beets,
onions, cabbages, watermelons, &c. The l st of July I planted an acre and a half with turnips. The seed came up well, but was quickly devoured by the grasshoppers. I replanted
them, but with the same result. These pes ts, which visit us occasionally, would be pretty
thoroughly subdued by a general system of irrigation.
I have cut and stacked fifteen tons of hay. The yield was very light, for the reason that
the river remained at a low stage until a late period in the season.
The Indians in the vicinity of thi<1 agency have been as peaceable as could be desired.
They have rr..anifested much interest in my first efforts at farming, and voluntarily offered to _
assist in any way they could, but having neither provisions to feed them nor tools for them to
work with, I was obliged to decline their assistance. They seem to realize the importance
of their soon becoming an agricultural people, and would no doubt, with proper management,
make good farmers.
The agricultural land upon this reserve will average about one-quarter of a mile wide and
is twenty-four miles long, lying on either bank of the Walker river. Deducting the space
occupied by the sloughs and the river bed, the arable land will amount to about three thou
sand acres. It is all more or less impregnated with salts and alkali, which will disappear,
·
however, with each year's cultivation.
The average fall in the river is about five feet to the mile, while the good land lies some six
feet above the river bed. Therefore, in order to get water upon the surface at all seasons of
the year, a ditch without a dam must be at least one mile long. Above the agency three
miles a dam can be constructed from rocks which are close to the river bank. A ditch on
each side of the river, from the dam down and past the agency as far as it could be taken
without fiuming past the .bluffs which occur occasionally below, would irrigate about seven
hundred acres of land.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. A. THOMAS, Farmer.
FRANKLIN CAMPBELL, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 32.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Ca1·son City, Nevada, May ] 0, 1866.
SIR: On the 28th of March las t I had the honor to address you a communication informing
you that certain parties (four white men) had squatted upon the Truckee River reservation
with a view to claim and hold for their own use and benefit certain tracts of desirable agricultural land, the same being part of said reservation, &c. On the lOth ultimo I caused a
notice to be served upon each of them, requiring them to leave, and to desist from making
further settlement and committing further trespass thereon. With the requirements of this
notice they refused to comply, whereupon I made application to Lieutenant Colonel A. E.
Hooker, commanding the district of Nevada, who promptly furnished me with eight soldiers,
under the command of a lieutenant, for the purpose of ejecting them by force if necessary. I
proceeded to the r servation, where I met the officer in command, who, with the soldiers, aocompanied me to where the squatters were residing.
On being informed of my intention to eject them by force in case they refused to move,
and seeing that I had a sufficient number of United States soldiers to accomplish the object,
they expressed theu: ~illingness to leave im~ediately, which they proceeded to do without
further delay, promiSing they would not agam make any attempt to claim or settle upon the
lands within the limits of the reservation.
I remain, sir, respectfully, your very obedient serva'ut
'
H. G. PARKER,
Superintendent Indian Ajfai1·s, Nevada.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner, Washington, D. C.
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No. 33.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Carson City, Nevada, April 19, 1866.
SIR: Agreeably to your instructions I h;we from time to time since their reception made
calculations and estimates in relation to the cost of a building suitable for a school-house on
one of the reservations in this Sta,te, of sufficient capacity to accommodate fifty pupils, including houses for the teachers, and boarding and lodging· house for the scholars.
Much time has necessarily been occupied in computing and ascertaining from different
sources the cost of rnateral and construction, and the collecting of other important facts in
relation to the matter. Taking it for granted that the school, if established, will, as set forth
in your letter of instruetions, be conducted on the manual-labor or industrial principles in
connexion with book education, I have, after a careful investigation of the subjl:)ct, based
upon the experience and judgment of intelligent mechanics and builders here, arrived at the
conclusion that to erect the buildings for dormitories, refectories, school-rooms, dwelling-house
for teachers, and furnish thfl same, and fence a quantity of land sufficient for the purposes of
the school, and furnish the requisite stock, tools, teams, seeds, &c., it will require an expen·
diture of eleven thousand five hundred dollars, ($11 ,500.)
I am of the opinion, however, that if I could have time to personally superintend the con·
struction of the work, it might be done for an amount somewhat less. This, though, would
depend to some extent upon the quantity of labor which the Indians might be induced to
perform.
My experience is that the Indians will labor, if they can be led to understand that they are
not to beu;ade the victims of misdirected energy by laboring in vain. I have abundant evidence
that many of them will make good farmers, in order to become which they only need to be
encouraged.
After the first expenses of such an undertaking were paid, I incline to the opinion that the
school could easily be made self-sustaining. Blacksmiths, farmers, and teachers can be procured here for seventy-five dollars per month.
I have the honor to be, sir, very truly, your obedient servant,

H. G. PARKER,

Superintendent Indian Affairs, Nevada.

Ron. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington City, D. C.

UTAH SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 34.
OFFICE OF SUPERIN'I'E~DENT OF INDIAN A.FFAJRS,

Great Salt Lake City, Utah, September 20, 1866.
Sm: I ha>e the honor to submit my annual report of the general condition of Indian affairs
within the Utah superintendency for that portion of the year past during which I have been
acting as superintendent. Th e Indian tribes within this superintendency are:
1. The ea tern bands of Shoshones and the mixed bands of Bannocks and Shoshones. These
bands all recognize Wasbakee as chief. They number about four thousand five hundred souls.
2. The northwestern bands of Shoshones. These Indians number about eighteen hundred. Pokatello, Black Beard, and San Pitz are the principal chiefs.
3. Th western hoshones. These Indians number about two thousand.
4. The Go. hips or Go ha-Utes. These Indians number about one thousand.
5. The Weber-Utes or Cum-umbahs. These Indians number about six hundred.
6. The Utah . These I ndians are 11ow principally consolidated into two bands, one under
the control of Tabby, who has succeeded to the chieftainship made virtually vacant by the
old age and infirmity of m.Y-i-et. This band is composed of the Tim-pa-nogs, the Uintas,
and the an-pitch s, and numbers about four thousand. The other Utahs are known as PahVants, and are controlled by Ranosh, and number about fifteen hundred.
7. The Pah.Edes. These Indians number about six hundred. Their principal chief is
Tut-sey-gu b-bets .
. 'lhe Pah- tes. These Indians number about sixteen hundred.
THE EA TERN BAND

OF SUO llONE •

Th se Indians are nnd r the special supervision of Agent Luther Mann, whose annual repo~t is here~ith tra!lsmitt d. 'l'hey ar~ the most wealthy of any Indians in ih Territory,
owmg to the1r bunt10g grounds embracmg much territory till frequent d by the buffalo. The
robe taken by them on their hunting excursions form an article of traffic of con11iderable im-
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portance, and enable them by the sale of their surplus skins to purchase ponies, ammunition,
&c. During the year these Indians Lave been entirely friendly. Washakee, their chief, is
the noblest Indian, both in act and appearance, that I have ever known. When young be
spent much of his time for many years in company with the famous Kit Carson, then an adventurous trapper amon~ the Rocky mountains. Carson and his compa.nions bad frequent
skirmishes with hostile savages, and the familiarity w bich Washakee thus acquired with the
arts of c'ivilized warfare enabled him to rise to the chieftainship of his tribe. It is his boast
that he bas never shed the blood or stolen the property of a white man. The prop}·iety of
soon loeating these Indians upon a suitable reservation is discussed at large in the report of
Agent Mann, and his views are Ruch as meet my entire approbation. The Wind River val~
ley, which is the favorite hnnting ground for these Indians, will be the most suitable locality,
unless it shall be found to be rich in mines of .gold and silver and springs of petroleum.
Should this be the case, it would not perhaps be the policy of the government to pl'event the
development of its mineral resources by setting it apart as a reservation. Its location, too, is
a considerable distance from the usual lines of travel, and would render the transportation
of supplies, presents, &c., somewhat inconvenient and expeusive. The miners are, however,
already prospecting this valley, and the results of their researches will soon be known. The
rapid development of the surrounding territory will soon render the isolation of the valley
less complete, and should it not be valuable for mining an exploration of the same should be
made, and the Shoshones permanently located thereon. .These Indians receive an annuity of
$10,000, according to theprovisions of the treaty of July 2,1863. This amount is usually sent
in goods, and is amp le to comfortably clothe the Indians in connexion with the proceeds of
the sales of their surplus robes and furs.
NORTHWESTERN SHOSHONES.

These Indians are very poor, their country affording but little game. They are peaceably
disposed, and will probably become merged in the eastern bands withiH a few years, should
Washakee live and retain his popularity and influence. A considerable number of these
Indians, including the two chiefs Pokatello and Black Beard, have this season accompanied
Wasb akee to the Wind River valley on his annual buffalo hunt. These Indians receive au
annuity of $5,000 in goods by the provisions of the treaty of July :30, 1863. This is sufficient to clothe them comfortably, but it is necessary to furnish them, during the winter season
especially, a considerable amount of provisions to keep them from starving. Neither th ese
Indians nor the eastern bands have as yet displayed any inclination to agriculture, or an
abandonment of their nomadic life.
WESTERN SHOSHONES.

These Indians range throughout western Utah and eastern Nevada. Tlwy are extremely
poor, their country being in great part a desert, and almost entirely destitute of game.
These Indians are also the recipients of an annuity of $5,000. They are well disposed and
friendly, no depredations of any kind having been brought to my notice (luring the past
year. It is necessary to distribute a considerable amount of provisions yearly to these Indians to prevent starvation among them. Their only offences for many years have been in
stealing occasionally an ox when in danger of actual starvation.
THE GOSHIPS.

These Indians range between the Great Salt Lake and the land of the western Shoshones.
Many of them are quite industrious, maintaining themselves in good part by herding stock,
and other labor for the settlers. Th eir country is destitute of game, and it is necessary to
furnish them with a considerable amount of provisions. They are the recipients of an annuity of $1,000, which is entirely insufficient to supply their wants. It should be at least
$5,000. These Indians are entirely friendly.
THE WEBER-UTES.

These Indians are the most worthless and indolent of any in the Territory. Th eir land
is nearly all occupied by settlers, among whom they beg their maintenance. To-Tado, or
Little Soldier, their principal chief, is a worthy and reliable Indian. All the band are weii
disposed. They are much opposed to leaving their present haunts to locate upon a reservation.
THE UTAIIS.

Sow-i-~t, long the hea~ chie~ of the Uta?s, now claims to . be 130 years of age. He is
ne~rly blmd, an_d ex;cee~Ingly mfirm. Dunng the past year he has vh'tually abandoned all
cla1~s to the chiefta•?Ship, so far a_s concerns the supervision and immediate control of the
Indu~ns, and Tabby .1s n~w ~ecogmzed as the leading chief. Sow-i-et is still much revered

by his people, and h1s vo1c~ IS and has always been in favor of peace. The Uintah-Utes _occupy the country set apart m 1 61 as a reservation for the Indian tribes of Utah. Dunng
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the past year nearly all the Tim-pa-nogs and San-pHehes have removed to Uintah valley, and
while preserving their organizati_on in part, r~cognize Tabb:f as chief. ~he Tim-pa-nog;s
and San-pitches are much _more d1sposed to agncultural pursmts than the U1~tabs, and thmr
influence in this respect will be advantageous. All the Utahs are now well disposed and desirous of peacE>, althou-gh some months since there was much danger of a general outbreak,
as is more fully detailed in another portion of this report. The Pah-Vants are also favorably
disposed to agriculture.] pursuits. Their chief, Ranosh,_ is a most worthy an~ reliab~e man,
and with his tribe will probably be removed to the Umtah Valley reservatiOn dunng the
coming year. Early in the spring I procured to be ploughed for these Indians, at Cora creek
and Deseret, about twenty-five a<;:res of land. and furnished to them seed grain, pota toes,
and -corn. They Lave taken the entire care of the crop, and have raised several hundred
bushels of wheat, corn, and pota toes, which will greatly assist them during the coming winter. Too couutry now occup:ed by the Pah-Vants is destitute of game, nearly all that portion not a desert being occupied by settlements, and it is J+ecessary to furnish to them a
considerable amount of provisions at all seasons of the year.
THE PAH-EDES.

The country occupied by these Indians is almost a desert. They are disposed to follow
agricultural pursuits, cultivating small tracts of corn and potatoes. They are the poorest
Indians in the Territozy, and it is necessary for them to be in great part supported by the
government and the settlers. They will be located on a reservation without difficulty so
oon as the advantages of that system can be practically demonstrated. They occupy nearly
a ll the southern half of the Territory, and are all friendly.
THE PAH-UTES.

These Indians range principally in the southwestern portion of Utah and the southeastern
portion of Nevada. They closely resemble the Pah-Edes, with whom they constaqtly mingle
a nd intermarry. Tooy are equally destitute and in need of aid. Some trouble occurred between a small band of these Indians and a party of miners at Pahranagat valley, originating in some of the whites, under false pretences, dis possessing the Indians of a small valley where they had been accustomed to raise corn. The Indians stole several horses in
retaliation. The miners pursued and killed four Indians, after whicl;t peace \v as again established. No whites were killed. With this exception the tribe hu.s been friendly, and in
this instance the fault was entirely that of the whites.
.
EDUCATION AND WEALTH.

There are no sch()o]s of any kind yet established among the Indians in Utah. The wealth
<>f the Indians consists almost entirely in horses, of which some bands have a considerable
. number. No accurate report can be made in respect to the number owned by the different
·· bands, but from the best information I can obtain I should place it as follo ws :
Eastern bands of Shoshones .••... ------·----··-----------·----··----- ____ ---N orthwe. tern bands of Shoshones_ . ___ • _ ______ ___________ •• ____ .• ____ . ____ ____

500
100

\Veber-Utes ...•.. ------ ·----· ------ ·----- ·----- --·--- ------------------ -·---·

50

~~~~p~~~~~:~~:~~:~~:::: ~~:~~: :~:~~: ::~::~: :~~~~-: ::~:::~~:::: ~::::: ~:~~:~ ~:~~ 4~g
Total number of horses ____ • ___ •.•• _•••• _____ . ____ • __________ •• _____ . __ •• I, 070

The hors s are aU of the breed u sually known as Mustangs, being very small, but capable of great endurance. Their average value would be probably about $30, making the
wealth of the tribe in the Territory 32, 100.
INDIAN IIOSTILITIES.

A small band of outlaws, under tbe command of a chief named Black H awk, have been
engaged in bo tiliti for nearly two years. Their number did not at first exceed fifty men,
and in the various skirmisbe which have taken place, nearly that number have been killed,
but acce sions have b en continually had from among the more reckless Indians of the different bands, so that their number Las iu crea. ed to about sixty men. They have made raids
upon several of the mall and d fenceless ·ettlements in the southemlortion of the Territory
for the purpo of stealing cattle and bor. es, fighting when pursue by the settlers, who
ought t re ov r th i~ rock.
uring th pre nt year they have made two such raids upon
tb ettl m nt · of • nlioa ~nd. Rou~~ vall y, t aling- in each instance nearly two hundred
cattle and h r · . . I apphed Ill Apnl last to the officer in command of tb United tates
f~r . at amp onglas, in t~i Territorr, a .king him to station one or two companie of soldt rs m th outb ·a t rn p rhon of .the Tern tory to protect the settlers. lie wA. not able
t<> do o, however, a he wa xpechng that all his command, being volunteers, would shortly
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be mustered out of service. The settlers raised some two hundred men from various pa-rts
of the Territory, who were stationed at the more exposed points, since which time no furthel1'
depredations have been committed. 1 have made several trips to different parts of the Territory, accompanied by Indian guides, in the endeavor to have an interview with Black Haw l,;,
but have been unable, as yet, to meet him. I have also sent severallndian runners to fiud
and endeavor to induce him to meet me, and have recently received assurance that he was
indisposed to further hostilities, and willing and anxious for peace., I expect to meet him at
some point within the coming one or two months, and think no tnrther tnmble need be
apprehended froin him or his band.
San Pitch, chief of the band of Indians 1mown as San Pitches, was one of the signer~
of the treaty made dming- the summer of 1865, at Spanish Fork: He was, in March last,
accused of having furnished Black Hawk with a quantity of ammunition, and was, with
several of his principal men, arrested by the settlers on such charge. A guard was placed
over the prisoners at Manti, in San Pete county. Their squaws, who were allowed to vis1t;
them, secreted knives about their persons and gave them to the Indians. San Pitch then
attacked the guard, and in the fracas which ensued escaped, although he was so severely
wounded that he died a few days after. He was a bad Indian, and, from investigations I
have since made, I am satisfied that he had been for a long time furnishing Black Hawk
with ammunition, and also advising him as to the most feasible points for stealing cattlE'.
He was, however, a relative of Tabby, the chief of the Uintah Utahs, and his death caused
great excitement throughout the tribe. The Uintahs were previously somewhat ill-disposed
from the non-reception of their presents, and from the fact that almost no provisions had
been furnished them during the winter. The winter was one of unusual severity, and they
had nearly perished of starvation. Agent L. B. Rinney, in charge at the Uintah agency,
was guilty of gross neglect of duty, and had expended the liberal appropriation made by the
government in such a manner as to be.of almost no benefit to the Incians. The Indians
were greatly exasperated against him fi·om his having made countless promises to them which
were not fulfilled. The causes above named united in. producing much ill-feeling among
the Indians, who prepared for a general war. Large numbers were assembled in Uintah valley. The laborers at the Indian farm were much alarmed and left the reservation. Matters
stood thus in March last, when I assumed the duties of superintendent. Agent Rinney
was shortly ~;~.fter relieved, and I sent Thomas Carter, esq., to the reservation as special agent 9
with a few laborers, to commence work on the farm. I assured the Indians that as soon as
it was pos;;ible to cross the mountains with teams I would visit them, and distribute an
abundance of presents and provisions, and explain to them the intentions of the government.
In May I started accordingly, with four wagons loaded with goods and flour. Ex-Governor
Brigham Young sent out at the same time some seventy beef cattle, as a present to the
Indians. I reaohed the valley with much difficulty, owing to the high water and deep snow
in the mountains. After remaining nearly two weeks, holding numerous councils with the
Indians, everything was arranged on a basis mutually satisfactory. The Indians were convineed that all the promises on the part of the govel'nment woulu be l.:ept, and have since
conducted themselves with entire propriety.
From the foregoing general statement of the present condition of our Indians, it will be
seen that matters, so far as regards the preservation of the peace, are now upon an exceedingly satisfactory basis. The promptness and energy displayed on the part of the Indian
department in forwarding the goods for the coming year by early mule trains, which reached
this point early in September, will greatly promote the efficiency of the service. The goods
for the coming year were purchased at much lower rates than have heretofore been paid, and
although still insufficient for the needs of the service, except in cases before named, where
specific treaty stipulations have been made with the different tribes, will go far toward
making the Indians comfortable during the coming winter. There will still be a necess~ty
for the distribution of a large amount of provisions during the winter, as the Indians are
extremely poor, and, like other people, will~;teal before they will starve.
THE UINTAH AGENCY.

Owing to the lack. of funds, but little has been done during the present season toward preparing the Uintah valley to be the home for all the Utah tribes ot Indians, a~; is contemplated
by the various acts of Congress relative to the su~ject. Nothing had been previously done
toward making a farm at the agency. Special Agent Carter has accomplished all that could
have been done in the limited time and with the means available. Some twenty-five acres
of land have been cleared from thick sage buBhes, ploughed, enclosed with a substantial fence,
and put iuto crops of wheat, corn, potatoe:>, turuips, carrots, &c. ; irrigation ditches have
been constmcted to water the whole, and the crops, except corn are excellent. The valley
is admirably adapted for both cultivation and graziug. The I~dians have performed considerable labor at the farm, and shown great aptitude as herdsmen. It w11l doubtless be
found more advantageous and economical to furnish them with stock, and to train them to
its. ~re and management~ tha~ to engage in extensive farming operations. A specific appropnatwn should be made for th1s agency for the coming year; no provision whatever was
made for the current year, and the expenses at the agency have been defrayed from the fund

126

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

for incidental expenses, which was before insufficient to meet the demand upon it. This
fund shoulu be almost entirely expended in the purchase of provisions to furnish the Indians
during the winter, when they cannot support themselves, and are dependent, in a great
measure, upon the bounty of the government and the settlers .
.My experience with Indians in this Territory bas satisfied me that by judicious management no trouble will be had in maintaining with them the most peaceful relations. I have
never been among any people who appreciate more highly any exhibition of kindness and
good will. I have known no instance of difficulty between them and the whites in which
the Indians were the aggTessors. ThPy realize fully the power of the government, and would
at all times greatly prefer to remain at peace. In this, as in the other newer Territories, are
numerous n•ckle ·sand unprincipled adveJJturers, who, for purposes of traffic, will sometimes
give the Indians whif'key, or will sometimes .shoot an Indian from sheer wantonness, and
thus cause the lives of innocent w bites to be taken in retaliation for their acts. Fewer oe<:urrences of this nature, however, tnmspire here than in any other Territory, owing to the
fact that the people of this Territory are almost entirely engaged in ag1icultural pursuits.
The most entire tranquillity can be preserved among· t.be Indians in this Territory if they be
treated by the govPrnment with kindness and liberality. A bale of blankets or a sack of
flour will accomplish more than its weight in gold expended in prosecuting military operations against .Lbe Indians. It is, too, infinitely more in accordance with the spirit of our institutions and onr professions of Christianity 1wd civilization as a people to treat these poor and
iguorant wu.rds of the nation with a spirit of enlighten ed charity, than to put in practice the
doctrine of military surveillance and extermination, which is worthy of the darkest ages of
the race. Within a compftratively short period, with proper management, the Indians of
t!Jis Territory can be maJe nearly self-supporting, and may look forward to a future of
peace, comfort, and tranquillity, in entire subordination to law.
I should be doing injustice to my own feelings did I fail to mention in this report the cordial co·opern.tion I have ~:~.t all times experienced from all the principal Mormons throughout
the Territory. In the execution of my official duties I have been obliged often to ask their
assi tance and co-operation, and in no instance have I failed to receive the most cheerful and
hearty aid.
.
I ~ransmit herewith an estimate for the necessary appropriations for the service during the
comwg year.
·
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. H. TIEAD,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

Ron. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner lrulian Affairs.

No. 35.
FORT BRIDGER AGENCY, September 15, 1866.
SIR: In compliance with the regulations of . the Indian department, I have the honor to
stlblllit the following report relative to the affairs of this agency:
About tbe 20th of September, 1865, the season being far advanced and game scarce, the
Shoshone immediately set out for their winter hunting grounds across the mountains, if
pos. ihla to reach there before the snow fell.
The whole tribe accompanied Chief '\Vashakee thither, with the exception of five or ten
lodges, who passed the winter on Green river, about fifty miles from here, where they subsi ted o~ the s~all ~ame t?ere to be found, and making no demands upon me for assistance.
The mam portmn ot the tnbe proceeded to the valleys of the Pawpawgee and Wind rivers,
where they sp nt the winter lmnting the buffalo, deer, elk, and mountain sheep. 'rhey procured during the season upwards of one thousand buffalo robes and a few dressed skins of
other named animals, a much larger collection than during any previous year. They also
s cured a good supply of dried meat. A.! though the past was the severest winter on record
for the p11st ten years, the Indians of my agency never fared better nor looked so fat and
healthy as they did on their arrival here this summer, proving conclusively that they bad fared
sumptuou ·ly every day.
uch well-~ d Indians could not be otherwise than healthy, so that
the mortality among them ha f~~ollen far below the average.
I did not have a favorable opportunity for taking the census of the tribe this year, but
e timat the numb r of hoshones at nineteen hundred. A.side from the naturallncrease
by births, which ha not fall n. hort of former year , there bas been a con iderable addition
from n igbborin~ tribes .. A.bout four hundr d .Bannock , under a chief named Tahgay, (a
v ry ~. r.tby Indian, an? JD whom I fully repose confidence,) who have been residing in
the vtcm1ty of oda pnug a!Jd along the oake river, pa ed over into the Wind River vall y and locat '~ th m e!ves adJac ·nt to t~e bo hones, with whom they are at peace. They
al ·o accompa.m d the h~ bones on thw visit to this agency, and, from all that I can l arn
of them I tbmk they de. 1r t be .on the most friendly terms with the whites. I did not have
any pr nt for them, and was mformcd that they bad not received any from the Great
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Father in times past. The neglect, if any, must be owing to their being so far removed from
any agency. I supplied them, however, with a few articles of food for their immediate wants
out of my own pocket, and would recommend that such provision be made for them in future
that they too may receive a share of the annuity goods with t-heir neighbors, the Shoshones.
These Bannoeks will undoubtedly return to this agency onee or twiee during the year.
The supply of presents for the Indians of this agency reached me in due time, was ample in
quantity, and gave universal satisfaction.
Shortly before the distribution: I bad the pleasure of meeting, in company with Superintendent Head, \\rashakee and his chiefs in council, on wbieh occasion th e superintendent made
them a speech, and the best of good feeling prevailed. W nsbakee has lately received, under
the pleds-e of friendship from the President, a fine large silver medal, bearing the image and
superscription of the Great Father.
'!'here were present at the distribution about one hundred and fifty Utes from the Uintah
agency, who came for the purpose of trading with their neighbors, the Shoshones. Some of
my Indians were dilatory in coming in this season, but I did not distribute the goods until
all, or nearly all, had arrived. The cause of this delay is the scarcity of game and the consequent difficulty in maintaining an independent sustenance at this post, for they have but
little money to buy food with. I would here observe that the location of this agency is a bad
one, and for this reason: the Indians are obliged to come 1! long way from their hunting
grounds to receive their presents, ·and by the time they reach me their stock of provisions is
well-nigh exhausted, and for them to maintam themselves in this vicinity without an abundance of game is an impossibility, and discourages so me from coming a t all. I would therefore recommend that a portion of their annuities be given them in money, to enable them to
defray the expenses c,f subsistence during their visit at this agency.
In this connexion I would again recommend the plan of locating this tribe upon a permanent reservation and establishing t.hereon an agency, and make such other arrangements as I
have heretofore suggested for improving their condition.
The valley of the Wind River mountains is the territory which the tribe have selected for
their home, and this is the place where such a reservation shuuld be set apart and an agency
established.
·
The country abounds in game, has a very mild cli mate, and possesses agricultural advantages which make it a great desideratum to the white man. Numerous 0il springs have
been discovered and located in the valley of the Pawpawgee, but this tribe are st rong·ly opposed to any invasion of their territory by the whites.
I g reatly fear that these mineral and agricultural resources of the country will turn out to
be a bone of contention between the whites anrl the reds, and would therefore urge that the
tribe have a reservation staked out which may be held sacred to them, and not be encroached
upon by the whites.
Several of our citizens are looking toward the Wind River country with a vi ew to its
development, and I give you a few extracts from a letter written by one who passed the winter and a part of the spring in the valley. He says: •• The air is pure, the water of the best,
the climate mild and regular. The soil is not second in fertility to that of Illinois or Iowa,
farming laud enouo·h to support a population of two hundred thousand persons, the cli mate
well adapted to the"'growth of small grain and fruit, especially apples and vegetables. There
is plenty of timber for building and fencing purposes. The scenery is most beautiful and
picturesque. 'l'here are two oil springs in the valley, one of which pours forth one hundred
barrels per day. There are good indications of stone-coal and iron, with numerous quarries
of limestone suitable for building purposes. The foot-bills and valleys are covered, winter
and summer, with a luxuriaut growth of nutritious grass, making the finest grazing region
west of tbe .Missouri. The mountains give indications of mineral deposits. Hut little snow
fell, and what did fall soon disappeared. Stock can be wintered without any feeding. Buffalo, and other game, abounds," &c., &c.
As long as our Indi an tribes are permitted an existence ii.t the land, I eontend that they
should haYe a territory assigned them where they can procure a living, instead of being
driven away to the poorest tracts of country, where a white man, with all of his superior
knowled ge, would fail to make a living. \Vashakee and his tribe deserve a permanent and
exclusive reservation in the valley of the Wind river, and I pray you to let them have it at
once. Th e subject demands serious attention, and I hope it will receive a proper consideration. Th e Indian mus t be reclaimed from his wild ways, or be will continue to be an expense to the c~t:ntry so long as be live ; and no plan of rendering him a self-supporting and
law-abiding CltJzcu is so eff~:ctual as that one which civilizes, educates, and christianizes
him, and this work cannot be uon e save on a reservation.
The Shoshones have not been engaged in any warfare, offensive or defensive, dllling the
past year with neighboring tribes, have been at peace among themselves, and, I am proud
to say, coutinue faithful t~ their treaty stipulations.
I am, very respectlully, your obedient . ervan t,
LUTHER .MANN, JR.,
United States lfldian Agent.
Hon. F. H . HEAD,
::iuperiutendent Indian Affairs, Salt Lc.ke City, U. T.
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No. 36.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS, UTAH,

Great Salt Lake City, August 13, 1866.
Sm: Washakee, the chief of the eastern bands of Shoshones, with some three hundred
of Lis men, came in a few days since to make me a vi~it. He wea~·s abo~t his .neck the
medal which yo11 sent him by Judge Carter, of Fort Bndger,. and wit.h w~I.ch he~~ exceed- .
ingly pleased. T he enclosed photograph was taken .at the time of his VISit, an? IS a ver.y
good likene s. He is by far the noblest-looking Indmn I have ever seen. and his record IS
unttLrnished by a single mean action. In your last report yo~ recommended tl?at medal~:> be
given '\Vashakee and Ranosh, chief of the Pah-Vants, who IS equally deservmg of such a
testimonial. If pos ible, I beg you will send me a meda~ to be presented to Ranosh; I shall
visit his tribe in about six weeks, if the new goods arnve when I expect them, and would
like to take it with me. It could be safely transmUted by mail.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. H. HEAD,
Supe1·intendent.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commiss,oncr of Indian Affairs.

No. 37.
UTAH SUPERINTENDENCY,

Great Salt Lake City, April 30, 1866.

Sm: Black Hawk, a somewhat prominent chief of the Utah Indians, has been engaged
for more than a year past in active hostilities against the settlements in the southern portion
of this territory. His band consisted at first of but forty-four men, who were mostly out,..
laws and de ·perate characters from his own and other tribes. During the summer and
autumn of 1 65 he made several successful forays upon the weak and unprotected settlements in an Pete and Sevier counties; killed in all thirty-two whites, and drove away to
the mountains upwards of two thousand cattle and horses.
Forty of his warriors were killed by the settlers in repelling his different a.ttacks. His
succes in tealing, however, enabled him to feed abundantly and mount all Indians who
joined him, and the prestige acquired by his raids was sueh that his numbers were constantly
on the increa e. de pite his occasional losses of men. He spent the winter near where the
Grand and Green rivers unite to form the Colorado. On the 20th instant he again commenc d his depredations by making an attack upon Salina, a small settlement in Sevier
county. He succeeded in driving to the mountains about two hundred cattle, killing two
men who were guarding them, and eompelling the abandonment of the settlement.
Hi band, from what I consider entirely reliable information, now numbers one hundred
warriors, one· half of whom are Navajoes from New Mexico. I am very apprehensive that
unless Black Ila.wk is severely chasti:;ed, an Indian war of considerable magnitude may be
inaugurated. He has never yet met with a serious reverse, having always attacked small
settlements or unprotected families. He has thus acquired a considerable reputation among
the various In dian tribes, and I fear many of the more adventurous will join him from the
bands now friendly. The ill-feeling eno-endered by the death of San Pitch, and by the
11 arly starving condition of the Indians ~n the Uintah reservation, concerning which I had
the honor to address you on the 23d instant, will tend to promote this result.
In view of the e circumstances, and for the purpose of preventing accessions to the ranks
of the ho tile Indians, I havf::, after consultation with Governor Durkee, desired Colonel
Potter, commanding the United tates troops in this district, to send two or three companies
of soldiers to that portion of the Territory to protect the Hettlements and repel further attacks.
I have also sent Indian runners to have an interview with Black Hawk, and to urge him to
meet me for the purpose of e tablishing a permanent peace. I have little hope, however,
t,bat he will do this, at 1 ast before he is defeated, with the loss of some portion of his warnors, a he ha heretofore been boldly defiant, rejecting with scorn all overtures for p eace.
olonel Potter bas tel graphed to General Dodge for instructions in reference to my appli·
cation. I hould be much plea ed to have an expres. ion of your views as to the policy to be
further pur u din tbi matter.
Very re pectfully, your most obedient servant,
F. H. HEAD,
Superintendent.
Ron. D. T . o LEY,
Commif io1ter of India• Affairs, TVasltington, D. C.
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No. :18.
OFFICI': 017 SUPEIUNTE::OWENT OP INDIAN AFFAlRS, UTAH,

G1·eat Salt Lake City, June 21, 186G.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th J\iay, approving my
course thus far relative to the acts of the hostile Utah chief Black Hawk. Immediately, subsequent to my communication of Apri130, I started for Corn creek, which is one of the nearest
settlements to the scenes of Black Hawk's most recent depredations, and near which Kanosh,
with many of his principal men, was encamped. Kanosh is chief of the Pa.h Vents, and is
one of the most thoroughly reliable Indians in the Territory. I took with' me some presents,
which I distributed to the Pah Vents. I engaged as special interpreter, and sent two or
three days in advance of myself, Mr.. R. K. James, who was for several years t11e United
States interpreter at Spanish Forie reservation, and whose influence with Black Hawk and his
principal men, owing to his personal acquaintance with them for many years, I judged might
be of value to me in procuring the desired interview. :Mr. James carried a letter to Kanosh
from me, asking him to furnish two or three Inditms to accompany him to the mo:untains to
find Black Hawk. Kanosh responded at once to my request, but the party returr~cd after an
absence of four days with the intelligence that Black H~tw k, instead of being fifty miles distant, as I bad been advised, was over four hundred miles away, in a southeast direction,
haYing gone to endeavor to procure recruits from among· the Elk Mountain Utes, the most
po,Yerful tribe in the Territory, who can bring- into the field upwards of four thousand warriors. I thereupon sent several Indian runners out upon the trail ·which BlackHawk would
take 'vhen he returned towards tho settlement, asking· him to name a place whore he would
meet me, and talk of peace. Kanosh also seconded my views, sending- to Black Hawk, by
tho runners, strong recommendations that he meet me and make a per~nanent peace.
Various nuriors that I had heard from the Indians in Uinta valley, tog-ether with some facts
communieated to me by Kanosh, made me extremely apprehensive that all the Utah Indians
except Kanosh's tribe would join in a g-eneral war upon the settlers. The San Pitch Indians,
and the various bands known under tho general appellation of Goshen Indians, were greatly
exasperated at the death of San Pitch, and had all left their usual haunts, and go~e over the
mountains to the Uinta valley. The Indians in that valle)' were much disaffecteu at the nonreception of theh: presents last fall, which was owing- to their not having arrived here in
season to be transported to the valley before winter set in. They were still more enraged at
not having been feel during tho winter, and tho winter .being an unusually severe one, many
Lad nearly perished of starvation, and a great part of their animals had perished.
'I'be expenses of the saw-mill at the ag-ency, of cutting bay, &c., bad been so great that
nothing was left of the appropriation to be expended for the benefit of the Indians. As I
stated to Mr. Kinney, I consider the trouble which grew out of the starvation and nakedness
of the Indians entirely attributa,ble to Congress, which failed to make a sufficient appropriation. The appropriation made, although apparently a liberal one, was )Jarely suftieicllt to
satisfy the wants of Agent Kinney and his friends, and nothing at all was left for the Indians,
who were somewhat foolishly annoyed at the seeming inequality C'f the division .
The Indians were also greatly disappointed that nothing had been done towards cu!ti vating
the farm which had beeu promised them in the Uinta valley. They claimed that they bad
sold their farm at Spanh;h Pork and their claim to other lands. to the g·overnment in consirleration that a good farm be made for them at Uinta valley, but that 110 preparation had been
m&do for fulfilling the promises on the part of the government. rro quiet this source of disafi'ecti.on, as well as because I considered it would be pecuniarily advantageous, I had sent, about
the m1Jdle of April, four laborers to Uinta, under charge of Special Agent Thomas Carter, with
instructions to clear up, plowgb, and put into wheat, corn, carrots, potatoes, &c., as much
l~nd .as possible
I might here state that Mr. Carter bas accomplished much in the way of
iarmmg- for tho limited time and labor at his command, having cleared from the thick sag-e
bu11hes, plong·hed, 1enced, and irrigated some twenty-five acre3 of land, the crops upon which
ar~ }oo],:i~g very we~l, and :''ill! I .think, n?ore than repay the outlay upon the laud.. .
I he Umta valley IS practiCalq maccess1ble from the 1st of December to the 1st of June, or
thereabouts of each year, O\\·ing to the deep snow upon the mountain ranges which it is necesf:l ary to cross to enter the valley. I have sent word to the Indians by Special Agent Carter,
who with the other laborers crossed the mountains on snow shoes, that as soon as the ·snow
~ad melted sufficiently to permit the passnge of wagons I would visit them, and make them
lJberal presents of clo~hing, food, &c., and urged them especially to wait and do nothing of au
unfriendly nature until I bad bad an interview with them. Owing- to their repeated disappointments relative to thelr presents, I did not deem it an object to visit them in person until I
conlcl carry with me their good,.
While ut Corn creek I learned that the Uinta Indians had at length commenced hostilities
by a raid from Uiuta valley upon Springfield, canyiug away some 150 horses and mules, and
also, two or three days later, by a similar raid upon Heber Ci ty, from which settlement they
took nearly 100 cattle and horses. I, therefore, at once decid ed to visit the Uirita valley.
Kanosh, at my request, directed three of hi principal sub-chiefs to accompany me, and to do
what Jay in their power to preven t further trouble.

n,
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I returned to this city ·w ith the Indians, and, after a trip of four days northward to recover
twenty-five horses stolen by the Weber Utes from Kanosh, set out for Uinta, carrying with
me the principal part of the goods turned over to me by Superintendent Irish.
.
I set out with the g·oods in wagons lightly loaded and drawn by four mules each, but on
reaching Heber City found the trail over the mountains entirely impassable for miles by reason
of high water and deep mud. I therefore transferred the goods to four wagons, each drawn
by six oxen, and, after a delay of three or four days, owing to a severe storm, set out for
Uinta by what is known as the Daniel's Canon route. .An idea had become prevalent
among the Indians that the Mormons were designing to make war upon them, and to remove
this impression Brigham Young sent to them as a present seventy bead of beef-cattle. The
people of Heber City, at the request of Brigham Young·, also furnished gratuitously twentyfive men to assist in getting the wagons over the mountains. It was a most difficult and
even perilous hip; the water in the streams was very high, the mud, and in many places the
snow was very deep, and -..ve were continually interrupted by violent storms of snow, xain,
and bail. The men and oxen, however, often laboring together, at length pulled the wagons
through and over all obstacles, and we reached the valley.
· I was greatly indebted.to the people at Heber Cit.Y for their efficient co-operation, both in
furnishing men, as before referred to, and in furnishing teams to transport the goo(ls at an
extremely moderate price.
Interpreter James and the Indians sent by Kanosh reached the valley several days before
me, and, finding the Indians had all started southward, followed and overtook them, notified them of my approach, ar.;d induced them to return. I spent eight days at the agency,
holding numerous councils with the Indians. They were at first extremely surly and disaffected, but, being at length satisfied that the government had fulfilled all its promises and
more; that the delay in the reception of presents was unavoidable; that Mr. Kinney was no
longer in the service, and that hereafter they would get all that was sent them from ·washington, their views were entirely changed, and they expressed themselves unanimously in
favor of peace. A part of the stolen property was returned, and the greater portion of the
remainder, not already taken, will, I think, be restored to its owners. A liberal distribution
of presents was made, and I left them in a very friendly mooll. I was much pleased with
the result of the conference, and am entirely confident that the Indians will remain friendly.
The morning of my departure I was informed by Tabby, the head chief. that when hereceived notice of my arrival in the valley, himself and all his warriors were on their way to
join the hostile Indians, in the southern portion of the Territory, in their war upon the settlements. He also informed me that Black Hawk, having secured a sufficient number of
recruits among the Elk Mountain Utes· to swell his force to three hundred warriors, was then
setting out from the Elk Mountain country to attack the weaker settlements in San Pete
eounty.
I advised you, in my communication of the 30th April, that I had applied to the military
authorities to send two or three companies of troops to protect the settlers in those portions of
the Territory most exposed to Indian raids, and that Colonel Potter, commanding at this
point, had telegraphed for instructions. A copy of the response to such communication is
herewith enclosed.
On reaching this city on my return from Uinta, I communicated the fa.cts in my possession
r.elative to Black Hawk to Uovernor Durkee. General ·wells, one of the principal militia
o.fficers, after consulting with the govern.or, has raised two or three coJTipanies of militia, and
pxoceeded to the threatened locality to protect the settlers from the expected attack .
.I have now several Indian runners in the mountains who will see Hlack Hawk and urge
h1m to meet me for the purpose of making peace, and I shall within a few days proceed to
San Pete county to endeavor to further tl1at object.
I have written you at length in regard to the present state of our Indian matters in accordance with the suggestions in your communication of the 30th ultimo and when any further
'
progress is made.will advise you at once.
Very respectfully, .your obedient servant,
F. H. HEAD, Superintendent .
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner Indian Ll.ffatrs.

FonT Lr::.n u;woaTII,

KANSA~,

.May ~. 1 66.
General Pope telegraph:; thut the •'uperintendcnt of Indian Att'air:; will haYe to depend for
the present on the militia to compel tl1e Indian::~ to behave at , 'elina.
By command of Major General Dodge.
SAM EL E . MACKEY.
Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

Colonel CARROLL H. POTTER,
Commandiu!! District of Cta!t.
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OFFICE or SUI'ERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, U 'rAH ,

Great Srtlt L{dce City, September 29, 1866.
SIR : In your last annual report is a recommendation that the salaries of the various agents
and superintendents be increased. The suggestion is an excellent one and will, I trust, be
again urged upon the attention of Congress. An additional reason to those suggested in
your report has occurred to me, to which I beg· to call your attention. The Indians, far
more than civilized people, are influenced by the personal views and wishes of those in whom
they have confidence. An agent or superintendent who has been sufficiently long .with his
particular tribes to know personally the greater portion o{ the Indians, if he pursues with
them an upright course, can acquire an influence ovm their actions almost without limit; it
is of the highest importance, therefore, not only that appointees be men of integrity, but they
be retained as long as possible in their particular situations.
.
A, new officer, with the best intentions, will be mouths or even years in acquiring the personal influence necessary to the highest success in the discharge of his duties. As the service is at present organized an agent will often ei'ther by stealin~ endeavor to make his
compensation suffici~nt, in whieh case he will have no influence over his Indians, who are
sufficiently shrewd to detect such wrongs, or he will become dissatisfied with the service and
retire; in either event the efficiency of the service is greatly impaired by the continued
changes of agents.
The salary of the superintendent should 'be doubled; that of agents increased to at least
$2,500. This is a greater difference between the relative salaries than now exists, but for this
there are sufficient reasons : the duties of a superintendent are much more onerous, his responsibilities are much greater. In my own case, in addition to the usual duties of a superintendent, I am required to perform the duties of an agent for more than two-thirds of the
Indians in the Territory; the principal reason, ho·wever, for the greater discrimination consists in the fact th~ agents are usually located upon reservations where laborers are employed
and boarded, and where they board, with other employes of the department, free of expense,
while superintendents must pay their own expenses of every character.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.J. H. HEAD, Superintendent.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

NEV{ MEXICO SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 40.
RP.po1·t of Special Agent J. J(. Graves.

SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith a detailed report of the Indian affairs of
New Mexico-the result of personal observation <luring my recent visit to that Territorymade in accordance with the instructions received by me from your department, under date
of September 12, 1865. I completed my arrangements, and was ready to commence my
official duties October first, but, owing to unforeseen circumst-ances over which I had no control, did not leave Fort Leavenworth for the toilsome journey across the plains until N ovember sixth, following. A severe snow storm overtook and detained us at Fort Aubrey fot'
several days, and no sooner had we resumed our travels than the weather became most intensely cold-so intense us to freeze one of my feet, but fortunately ~ot severely. We remained at Fort Lyon for several days, hoping the weather would moderate, but found ourselves doomed to disappointment, and forced to re- encounter the raging storm. At the Arkansas crossing, near Bent's old fort, we were compelled to cut a channel through the ice
before we could cross our ambulance to the opposite shore; from thenceforward we encountered no serious obstacle, save the loss by death of two of our mules. We reached Santa Fe
a~ .about twelve o'clock December 30, 1865, and were most cqurteously .received by the
Citizens.
I found the Indian question the all absorbing topic of conversation among the entire community; each individual seemed to have peculiar iueas on the subject, and ti-eely announced
and advocated them. The main controversy seemed to be upon the selection of the Bosque
Redondo reservation as a permanent home for the Navajoes, and while very many favored,
others opposed this policy, as being detrimental to the interests of the Territory; and from this
stand-point the whole matter seemed to drift off into a question of political expediency which,
while it engulphed the primary cause of this party feeling, and recognized the Bosque question solely as a party measure, supplied all absence of argument by the most violent and
partizan denunciations of rnen rather than of principle or expediency.
. In some of the most prominent instances I soon found that the opponents of the Bosque
system were actuated by personal feelings of dislike towards the military commander of the
department of New Mexico, having in fact never seen the Bosque Hedondo reservation.
DEAR
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Under these circu~stan~es you will.readily understand and appreciate the embarrassment of
my situation. However, I assured the citizens and the legislative assembly then in session,
and to whom (as als1 to the military commander, General Carleton, his excellency Governor
Connolly, Secretary Arny and others) I submitted my letter of instructions, that I visited
them uubiassed in opinion, and solicited their hearty co-operation, and assured them that I
should seek.facts with an unprejudiced eye, and base my report to you in accordance with
nothing but the facts-impartially and unreservedly.
The legislative assembly passed a series of very complimentary resolutions relative to the
general government and its officers, which l have included in the following pages.
I conceive it to .be the imperative duty of the department over which you have the honor to
preside, to adopt energetic measures of improvement and reform in all that relates to the
Indian affairs of this T erritory. Although Indian depredations have been committed for
years, and the people are loud in their complaints against the red men, and the Indian question bears in the minds of the masses of community the same varying phases noticed in the
changing forms of the kaleidoscope, and though in fact the direct road to the peaceful solution
of all these matters would seem to be surmounted with difficulties, yet in fact the whole matter
is susceptible of easy adjustment, as I trust the result of my investigations will assure you.
I had arranged to fumish in connexion with my report a series of photographic views illustrative of this section of country, but owing to the inclemency of the weather during my
sojourn in the Territory I was unable to do this, save in a few instances, but hope to furnish
you with complete illustrations of the Indians and their houses, &c., ere many weeks shall
have elapsed.
In order that you may the more fully observe the connecting link in the history of the
Indians, and note the important results destined to inure to this section by reason of a
thorough reformation of the Indian affairs of the Territory, I have included a brief history ot
New Mexico, gathered from territorial archives, the people, and from published works on th1s
section of country.
My conespondence with the legislature, the superintendent of Indian affairs, together with
the several agents located in the Territory, as also other documents relating to the objects of
my mission, will be found under the appropriate heading.
I found it impossible, for several reasons, to count the number of Indians in each band, but
Jeel sure that my estimate respecting them exceeds rather than falls below the actual number.
Although the Pueblo Indians are under charge of the superintendent like the other tribes,
still,. a~ wil~ appear ~y ref~rence to my detailed report under the appropriate head, they a~e
as d1stmct m all the~~ .hab1ts and customs as light and darkness; ancl, as the department 1s
aware, are self-sustammg. Hence, although these Pueblos tend to increase the "number of
Indians" in nu~erical strength, they in reality belong to the ''people of the country," and,
properly speakmg, should be included with the citizens rather than the Indians. This race
of l~dians, lik~ very many of the people of the southern portion of the T erri tory, manufacture
c.onsiderable ~·me from the native grape, which grows here to the full perfection of quality and
SIZe.
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~y reference to my report on the Utah Indians, it wiJl·be noticed that I have recommended
thmr removal to the reservation recently selected in Colorado for the Tobequache and other
band.s of this tribe .. From the report of Mr. John G. Nicolay, secretary to the commission
appomte<~ to treat w1th the Utahs of Colorado, I am satisfied the reservation determined upon
l.Jy them IS amply sufficient to include also the several bands of this tribe who now belong to
the superintendency of New Mexico; in fact, these bands, viz: Webrinoche, 700; Capote, ~00;
and Maq_uoches, 600, form erly lived most of their time in Colorado, and the two first named
bands still spend most of their time in that Territory.
Of the whole number given above as constituting these bands, I have reason to believe
tha.t not more than one-half, or at most three-fourths of the Capote and Webrinoches visit
the!r agenc;r at .Abiquiu, but subsist in some manner in the Colorado Teniiory near by, and
owmg to th1s fact, as also the immediate proximity of Abiquiu, the present agency of the
Capote and Webrinoche Utahs, to the aforesaid Colorado rcservation, the removal of these two
bands can be easily effected. Although, as will be noticed in my report on the Moquache
tah. , they favor a reservation, yet dislike to leave their prcsen t home on the Cimaron river,
still, with a little management these Indians would very readily locate with the other bands_
If, in view of the avowed objections raised by the Capote and \Vebnnoche Utahs to their
.-ettl ment upon a reservation, it should be ueemed impolitic at this time to inaugurate such a
~ovemcnt tending to their concentration, I would recommend that the agency at Abiquiu be
d1. p n:ed with and a new on opened at Terra Amarilla, which, besides being ncar the Colorado line and a long step towards the proposed reservation, is also sufficiently remote from
the scttl ments to in ·ure greater peace and tranquillity than is enjoyed by the people under
the pr . ent location of tbi agency. And as I can see no possible reason why these Capote
and Webrinocbe bands hould have a sub-agent, I would further recomm ·nd that tbis office
be a!Joli. bed at one •. Th~ annu~l salary now paid the said sub-agent would be of far greater
·erv1cc expended for clothmg or 1mpl<~ments for these Indiaus than it can possibly be under
the pre~;ent arrang ment.
Whether it is better to .mak o11c journey with the Utahs, and sec them immediat ly located
<>u I hi! 'olorarlo re:;f'rYahon or' ·hetb r, in view of oth<·r chanrrcs in the Indian affairs of

REPORT 01<, THE SECHETARY Of!' THE INTERIOR.

133

New Mexico, requiring care and attention, it would he more advisable at this time to change
the agency merely to T erra Amarilla, I leave you to determine.
·
I l).ave, as will be noticed by reference to my report on the Apaches, recommended their concentration upon the reservation selected by M. Steck, esq., while superintendent of .Indian
affairs in New Mexico, located upon the Gila river, and extending acro&s the territorial line into
Arizona. The only band of Apaches now living within. the boundary of New Mexico are the
Icavillas, dwelling at the Cimarron with the Maquoche Utahs, and numbering 800 persons.
The Mincalero band ran away from the Bosque Redondo reservation, November 3, 1865; while
the Gil as have never really inhabited this Territory, but the adjoining one of Arizona. I believe
the proposed reservation is amply sufficient to place not only the Apaches of this, but also
those of Arizona Territory upon it, and the reservation lies in both these Territories.
For the Pueblos, as will be noticed, I have recommended an appropriation for the purchase
of school-books and the employment of competent teachers to conduct and carry on a system
of education amongst these people, who would be largely benefited .thereby. And I have
a lso recommended an appropriation for the purchase of agricultural implements, household
utensils, grist-mills, and fruit trees, which would be of incalculable service and comfort, and
tend to facilitate the advancement of this interesting race. Government, while spending
millions of money in fighting hostile Indians, should remember the peaceable disposition of
tho Pueblos of New Mexico, and generously assist their well directed efforts. As a race
th ey are the most interesting of all the Indian tribes of the United States, and the fact of their
being self-supporting and peaceable rather than warlike, should be sufficient argument in
favor of their immediate assistance by an assortment of implements and utensils, as briefly
enumerated.
For theN avojoes I have recommended the Bosque Redondo reservation as their permanent
home; the appropriation now asked in further support of this tribe will, in my opinion, be
amply sufficient to enable them to support themselves hereafter. ·with the Nav~joes thus
located at the Bosque Redondo reservation, the Apaches at the proposed reservation on the
Gila river, and the Utahs upon the Colorado reservation, and the assistance of the government
kindly extended towards the Pueblos, the troubles connected with the Indians would soon
cease in this Territory. Military posts sbould, of course, be established at each reservation,
·which could easily be done.
Your instructions communicated to an active and 0fficient superintendent, ably supported
by a corps of intelligent agents, would soon bring all tlwsl' <lt·~ired changes about, and henceforward the Indian hffairs of this T erritory would move aluug vrith the precision and regularity of clock-work.
H my views respecting the Bosque Redondo reservation as a permanent home fur the
Navajoes meet with your approval, I would respectfully suggest that, as tending to detract
from the political complications of the Territory, and thereby aecomplishing much good, your
department take occasion to inform the superintendent of Indian affairs in this Territory that
this said reservation has been adopted by g·oyerment, and its continuance or abolition rests
entirely with government, and not ·with any local party or parties resident in New Mexico.
It is unnecessary for me to dwell upon this branch of the s ubj ect; suffice it to say that the
political parties have ofcen been syled the "Bosque" or "anti-Bosque" party, and, ns the
Navajo problem has been considered to be still in process of solution, this has been a fertile
theme for discussion, and over such discussion some of the bitterest feelings have been engendered between citizens, which probably death alone can remove.
Upon the subject of Indian depredations I have bestowed considerable attention. The
claims for loss of property by the Indians-mostly by the Nav~joes-is very large, and although, as will 1e noticed in my report, some action should be taken upon this subject, yet
none of these claims should be audited until they shall have been most thoroughly and critic?-lly examined by an experienced board of commissioners; and whether, in view of the contu~.ued deprecb.tions of this nature, though happily very limited as to number and loss sustamed, it would be better to acJjust these losses now, or defer their settlement until the proposed measures of improvement are successfully inaugurated, you are best able to determine.
That many of these claims are equitable and just, while that there are many entitled to
little or no consideration whatever, I am thoroughly satisfied.
Upon the subj ect of peonage I have given considerable thought; and inasmuch as this
pernicious system of slavery till ex ists to an alarming extent in .all parts of the Territory of
. New: Mexico, goYernment should at once adopt vigorous measures tending to its immediate
nbohtion. Maximilian, in issuing his decree sanctioning this conclition of servitude amongst
the people of old Mexico, aimed to secure the co-operation of those people who, having lived
amidst this system of labor for centuries, disliked much to obey the decree of Juarez, who insisted and insists that all labor is justly entitled to compensation. Upon one hand duty and
patriotism called, while upon the other hand the glittering allurements of pecuniary gain
riveted their attention, when luckily the official correspondence of Secretary Seward was
made public, revealing to old Mexico the fact that the United States would not sanction
slavery in any form. This has proven and will continue to prove far more potent than the
royal edicts of Maximilian, and is felt even in New Mexico, whose people sympathize and
fraternize to a considerable extent with their countrymen in the republic of Mexico; but the
citizens here, although strictly enjoined to giYe recompense for all service, will, neYertheless,
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cling tenaciously to their old customs, and unless the government, in adopting a definite policy
relative to this remaining blot upon the otherwise fail· scroll of freedom, sends a special power
to the Territory to direct and superintend the practical detail.s of t~e work of impro;ement,
the system will continue for years to come, and be marked w1th all1ts present degradmg tendmci~ .
·
A freedmen's bureau, though impolitic and impracticable for this distant section, would,
nevertheless, if established here, result in vast good to the poorer classes ; and, in point of
fact, that the most urgent necessity does now exist in this Territory for some such ameliorating agency, no impartial traveller through this section of country can doubt.
The present state of commercial enterprise and agricultural interest in New Mexico is
mainly the result of government disbursements and military operations in that section of
country. The presence of troops has stimulated agriculture, and created a greater demand
for its products than ever lJefore known, while the annual expenditures of this arm of national service has stimulated the mercantile community, through whose hands much of the
funds disbursed constantly flow. Let the government withhold the purchase of military
supplies, and the paymaster ceA.se for a time the payment of the troops, and New Mexico
would instantly assume an attitude of momning and of sorrow; for, aside from the government, there is no market for the products of the Territory, nor will there be so long as, through
lack of proper energy and eqterprise, the vast mineral wea1th of the Territory is allowed to
!·emain in its mountain. bed.
I have, as ·will be noticed, recommended liberal appropriations for the Indian se1;vice of
N ew Mexico, and these appropriations should be made as early as .Possible so that the implements, goods, wares, and merchandise may reach the Indians before winter. I have
recommended the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars for each of the tribes for whom I have
recommended reservations-the Utahs and the Apaches-and have suggested how this
amount be used, and l1ave, as you will notice, m·a de no special allusion to the necessary cost
of the removal of these Indians to their proposed reservations. I have omitted this for the
reason that, in my opinion, the inducements which the articles to be purchased by these
amounts would, under direetion of proper persons, present, be amply sufficient to concentrate these Indians upon their new homes with but trifling expense to government. 'I'he
Indians would, most of them, probably follow the train containing the goods, and reach the
reservation simultaneously with it: then, vYith proper military assistance, they could be retained there. This is the true way to induce these Indians to leave their present homes ;
and in adopting this course it should be borne in mind that the Indians seemingly
consent to tbe new order of thing·s, so that they may acquire the presents, and thPn steal off
to their old hunting grounds. An energetic ag·ent would, with the assistance of a military
force, be able, with patience and perseverance, to locate most of the Indians, and could,
from time to time, capture all those who returned to their former homes, and all this withou t
trouble or bloodshed ; although under the direction of an incompeteut agent the most disas-·
trous result might follow such attempt at removal.
I should prove recreant to the duty you .have irnpo seJ npon me were I to close this communication without bestowing a just tribute npou the wisdom, Prtergy, and indomitable
perseverance with which Major General Jamrs H. Carlton has colHlncted the military department of New Mexico, with special reference to th e Indians of the Territory. Under hi s
efficient administration the atrocities which formerly ruarked the daily routine of life in this
· ~ction have Jwindled into comparative insignificance. He has conquered the greater portlon of the powerful Navado tribe, which for upwards of a century had been a constan t
terror to the people, and placed these savages upon. the broad road to civilization.
'I'he selection of the Bosque Redondo as a home fnr, and the location of these Navajoes
np~n thi s reservation, was a wise and laudabte undertaking, shifting, as it did, the scenes of
the.1r _former barbarisms for the more elevating tendencies of their present home, surrounded
a~ ~t.Js l~y all the arts of peace, whose victories, as will be acknowledged, in the ev.entual
CIVIhzatwn of their tribe, are more renowned than war.
*
*
*
"
A delrgation. of the headmen. from the Navajo and Utah tribes . hould be invited to vi sit
\Vashington and other large cities. , 'uch a. trip would reveal to these Indians the vast wonder of civilization, the power and grandeur of th e United Statt•s, and tend to benefit t1w
r ·d men iu very many particulars which I need not mention.
As willuc noticed, I reli v d the urgent want of the PueLlo Inuians of Isletta, Eanta
Domingo, :md , anta Ana. The e people will, however, require further assistance in the
way of food by the first of ... ray, t the same extent, probably, that I baye already supplieu
them.
The •tahs asked for food. Iu view, however, of their statement. as to the abun dance of
game, coupl d also with the fa ·t that, unless they have been grossly deceived by their agent,
their ~;upply. of food hould 110w L ample, I gav them merely a supply of powder, lead,
and percu 1>10n ·ups to the a(r'grrgate amount of , :J. This will enable this people to procur; an abundance of go.nw.
It. will he noticed hy refer uc' to the proper voucher that the lead pnrcbasl'd for th ese In(lians co" forty cent per ponnJ. This is owin(r' to the fact that this article is brought hero
from the .. tate~, although inun ·n. quantities of the best Galena. ore abounds in all parts of
tb~ 'I rritory. yet, for want of prop<r l'riC·rgy, is suffered to TC!main undi~turbed . If govern-
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ment should at any time require any considerable supply of lead for use in thi s or adjoining
Territoi·ies, I would suggest that proposals be published at Santa Fe, and believe that immense quantities would be offered at from five to ten cents per pound, delivered as desired.
The same remarks apply, tu a certain extent, with equal force to the purchase of blankets
for Indian use in the Territories of New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, and the State of Kansas . These articles, purchased in the States r,nd freighted to their destination at considerable
cost, could be manufactured in New Mexico from the immense wool product of the Territory,
which is estimated to reach from a million .a nd a half to two million pounds each year; and
yet there are no looms or woollen manufactories in this whole section of country. If government could contract with proper parties for a large supply of all-wool blankets, she would
probably save upwards of a quarter of a million dollars each year, and at the same time
clothe the Indians much better than ever before. Indeed, as most of the blankets supplied
to the Territories have cost· upwards of $~1 per pair, exclusive of transportation, an expenditure for blankets made from the wool raised here would give equally as desirable an article
as to quality and quantity as those blankets purchased in the States, and at not to exceed
one-half the cost of such foreign fabrics. Again, were government to execute such a contract with responsible parties, it would of course insure the immediate establishment of a
woollen mill in this Territory, which would give an impetus to the present inactive state of
commereial enterprise; and such steps would tend also to attract emigration to this country,
·which, by reason of the vast resources of this section, would result in national benefit.
My task has been somewhat laborious. I trust, however, it has been performed in an ac- .
ceptable manner, and that the many improvements whieh I have s'u ggested in the management of the Indian affair,<> of New Mexico will. be inaugurated at an early day.
Very respeetfu1ly, your obedient servant,
.J. K. GRAVES,
Um ted States Special Inrlum Agent for Nflo it.Texico.
Hon . D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

Ko. 41.
ABSTRACT OF PAPERS ACCOl\IPANYH\G ltEPOR'r OF J. K . GftAVES, SPECI :\), AGP.NT, RELATIVE TO INDIAN AFFAIRS IN NE 'W MEXICO.

No. 2.-Sumbe1· of fndiar1s.
The fL)llowing is given as the number of Indiaus in New Mexico, e!:!LimateLl from the best
sources of information:
6,447
Navajoes at Bosque Redondo ... - .............. -----·--·--·--·--- .......... ..
1, 200
N ava:j oes still at large, and hostile ........ - .......... - ....... - .............. ..
7,010
Pueblos ._._ ..... - ... ---- ..... - ....... -- .. ' .... ...... ·- .... · · .. ·- ...... · .. · ·
700
Webinoche Utahs ......... - ................. --· .. - ...... - .................. ·
:350
Capote Utahs ........................... --·-·· .......... ------ ............ ..

·-; : ._:-: .: :~~-. : -:~---:-~:- -:-; : : : :::i:~::::::::::~:_.: :·:~::: :~~ ~ ~ .. :.~

600
800
550
200

Add 1teld as captives or peons ............... _.. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .

17,857
2, 000

~i~f;~~~t~

19,857
No. :3.-Decrcase of Indian JlOpulatiou.

In 1 46, tiYenty years ago, the number of Indians in New :Mexico was estimated as follows :
N avajoes. : .............................. _. . . . . . . . . . . . ... ........ ......... .
Pueblos ... - ..................... -- ........................... - .. - ........ .
Utabs ............ ···-·· .................................... ···-·· ........ .
Apaches .•........................ ·-···· .................................. .

13,500
11,380
6,000
7,000
37,880

Showing a decrease of about ?ne-httlf, if the above figures i'n each case appr~ach accur~cy .
This decrease is accounted for, m a great measure, by the incessant warfare earned on ~gamst
the Indians. A practice, sanctioned by territorial law, bas obtained, by which the wh1~es are
encouraged to make volunteer expeditions or campaigns against the Indians. Theoretically,
those partic.ipating in these raids an' rewarded with the plunder obtained, but should report
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at the territorial offices all the captiYes; while practicaUy, in most cases, the captives are
either sold at an average of $75 to $400, or held in possession in practical slavery. This
state of things of course keeps up a sta~e of h~stility among the Indians. The intervention
of Congress IS asked to put a stop to this prachce.
No. 4.~-Superintendents and agents.
The salary of tl1e superintendent shot1ld be not less than $2,500 per annum, on account
of the expense of living in New Mexico, and the salaries of the agents should be increased.
Politic.al considerations instead of personal . qualifications, have too often been considered.
All should be able to read, write, and speak the English language. The Indians are generally hostile to the Mexicans, and for that reason Americans should be appointed. Agents
should be retained in charge of their special tribes, with ·w hose habits they have become acquainted, during good beha·..-ior.
No. G. - Reservations.
The Indians should, as rapidly us possible, be concenti·ated upon reservations from which
all whites, <'xcept the agents of the government, can be excluded, and where they can be
brought to sustain themselves by means of agriculture. A military force should be posted
at or ncar each reservation . A special commission is recommended to select these reservations, this commission to be composed of men•of experience in the country, and acquainted
with Indian habits. The reservations should not be selected near the mountains, which
abound in mineral ''"ealth and will attract the whites.
No . 7. - Indian. depredations.
By a document emanating ii·om the legislature of New Mexico, the following· summary is
given of the result of Indian hostilities since 1846 :
Whites killed, 123; whites wounded, 32; whites taken away captives, 21. Property stolen:
Sheep and goats, 294,740; cattle, 13,473; horses and mules, 3,557-valuecl at $1,377,329 60.
No compensation ~as been obtained for these losses, although frequent memorials to Congress have been forwarded. The people base their claims upon their rights, as citizens, under
the 8th and 9th articles of the treaty with Mexico of 1848, and the 17th article of the intercourse law of 1834. A competent board of commissioners is rcc.ommended to adjudicate
these claims, for which provisio~ should be made by Congress .
No. 8.-Th:e Navnjoes at the Bosque Redondo.
This reserv~tion, on the Pecos river, comprises forty square miles, with Fort Sumner as a
centre. . A pnpcipal acequia or irrigatint:; canal,, sev:en miles long. supplies the lateral ca~als
necessa1y. 'Ihere were ~,000 acres under cultiVatiOn by the NavaJoes, who were runmng
forty-s~ven plou~-ths . Vin~s and fruit trees were coming forward well. Vegetables ~Tow to
great s1ze. South of the fort and east of the Pecos river there are 2,000 acres more of arable
land! and more in the immediate vicinity. There if:i a fine growth of young cottonwoods
commg fon~m·d, which ·will eventually furnish fuel. Mesquit root is now plenty for fuel,
a.nd other kmds at a distance of twenty-£ve miles, which can be cut and floateq down the
nver. Pa~turage of nutritious grass is abundant; water good, thoug·h sometimes brackish.
The capac1ty of the reservation is thought sufficient for both Navajoes and Apaches, but the
latter should not be located with the former, as they are not friendly . Four hundred soldiers
now keep the peace, but if the N avajoes were sent back to their own country an army would
be nece sary. The land should be surveyed into small lots and divided among the families.
One Jesse Norton, of California, is said to claim a title to the reservation, under an old
•' p~nish grant. All claimants of such grants should be required to present and prove their
cla.UDs.
The military authorities had on hand, in February last, supplies for theN avajoes for 300
uays. Tho cost of rations from January 11 to Decem bet· 31, 1t365, to the ·war Depttrtment,
was .-:i4u,307 7. Mr. Graves thinks the Indians could be supported for $675,000.
No. G.-Appropriations recommended.
Money could be saved to government by purchasing wagons and teams io transport goods
and supplies, and hiring teamsters. The stock and wagons would sell for more than cost iu
New Mexico. A special agent should be designated to take out and distribute goods. The
appropriations recommended for the Navajoes and Pueblos would be the last ones needed;
those for the Utah~ and ~pacbes arc esti1~1a~ed under the unclerstanding that they ~rr to be
plac don resel\atlons; 1f not so placed 1t 1s thought .. JO,OOO would be sufficient for each.
The amounts recommenucd are as follows :
... ~ava.joes, ot which, ':iO,OOO for grist-milL ... __ .. ______ ... ____ .. ____ .. _______ .. $1GO, 000
Pueblo , . 5,000 for tear; her ; , ·5,000 for hooks, &c ...... ____ ._. ____ . _____ .... _ 20, 000
Apach s,fortool·,. ed·, &c·---·-----·--- ......... ___________ , ______ ,_____
25,000
tabs.-----.--------.-.- .... ----. _. ____ . ______ ... ___ .. _... ________ . _____ .
25, 000
encral fund:--- ... --- .. --- ... --. _. ___ .. ____ ... ___ . ___ . __ .. ____ . ___ _______ 30, 000
250,000
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No. 10.-Peonage.
This system, either in tho ordinary Mexican form, that of a state of continual imprisonment
or service for debt, or in that of practical enslavement of captive Indians, " is the universally recognized mode of securing labor and assistance." No less than 400 Indians are thus
held in Santa Fe alone. Their treatment varies with the whims and feelings of their holders. Sometimes they are, doubtless, better off than when free. The arguments to sustain
the system are the same as those formerly used in behalf of slavery. In spite of the strin·
gent orders of the government, the system continues, and nearly every federal officer held
peon;; ·in service. The superintendent of Indian affairs ' had half a dozen. The practice of
federal officers sustained it. As an illustration the following correspondence is given:
LAS CRUCES, August 22, 1865.
The commanding officer of Fort Selden will a1low, and assist, if necessary, the bearer,
Don Pedro Garcia, to retain and take in his charge his peon, Antonio Rodriguez, if at said
post.
·:
By cammand of General Carleton :
N . H. DAVIS,
Assistant Inspector General United States Army.
HEADQUAR'I'ERS FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO,

August 22, 1865.
CoLONEL: Yours of to-day requiring me to assist, in my official capacity, in taking or delivering· to a citizen a peon is recejved. I desire to be informed explicitly ·whether 1 am to
talce this as a precedent and deliver to any person claiming tho person of another.
This is directly contrary to civil law. The laws of the .Territory, according to my recol·
lection, have made it a penal offence to return a man to another claiming him as his own.
The P1esident of the United States has abolished involuntary servitude; it is certainly contrary to the established rules and regulations of the government under which we live.
I should like some instructions on this point, if you require me to return those who have
cscape8. from involuntary servitude. It is directly contrary to my opinion of Jaw and justice, and I ·will only do it on positive and unmistakable orders.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, _:your obedient servant,
J. H . ,WHITLOCK,
Captain 1st Vet. fnj., Cal . Vols., Commanding.
Colonel N.H. DAVJ S,
Assistant Inspector Gcncml, Las Cruces, 1-i. M.
INSPECTOR GENERAL'S DEPARTMEN T,
DEPARTMENT OP NEW MEXICO

Conco rdia, 'l~xas, Seplernlm· i, 1365.
Your letter of the 22d ultimo has been receiYed, in which your premises taken arc wrono·
and your reasoning fallacious. Peonage is voluntary and not involuntary servitt.ide. Th~
Constitution of the United States or the proclamation of the President does not prohibit it.
The statute law ofthe land expressly recognizes this servitucle. It is an apprentices hip, or
an agreement between the master and servant, and not only can the master arrest and take
his servant peon, but the civil authorities are commanded to arrest and deliver the peon to
his master when deserting him. (See Laws of N~w Mexico, chapter 12; contracts betvYoen
master and servant, passed by tlte legislative assembly, 1858 and 1859.)
You now hold a eivil prisoner arrested by miiitary authority. The question is not whether
peonage is a good or bad kind of servitude ; it is whether it is recognized by law, and whether
when a peon had swindled his master out of a large sum of money and deserted him, taking
~helter at a military post, the commander thereof would, by extending the courtesy of aidmg or acting for the civil authorities in surrendering the culprit, violate any oblio-ation of law
or duty. It seems that in the case in question he wou,ld not.
"'
You ask for explicit instructions, and make use of disrespectful and threatening language.
The first will be granted, and the latter this time overlooked.
·
You are hereby directed so far to aid in the rendition of peon-s when claimed by their masters, or there is a reasonable cause to believe they have deserted them, as not to allow them
to remain on the military reservation. These instructions will be faithfully executed i u
spirit as well as lett(;}r, without evasion.
By command of General Carleton, commanding department of New Mexico:
I am, very respectfully, your obedient serYant,
N.H. DAVIS,
Assistant Inspector Generrtl C. S. A.
Captain J. H. WHITLOVK,
Commanding Fort Selden, N. M.

The aid of Congress is invoked to stop the practice.
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No 11.-Replies to questions by superintendents and age.nts.

These are here·presented in full.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Santa Fe, JanUftry 9, 1866.
Sm: In compliance with your request of the 5th instant, propounding certain inquiries
with reference to numbers, general conduct, conuition, welfare, &c., of the Indians under
my eharge, I have the honor to submit the following reply:
The number of Indians at present under the charge of this superintendency is composed
of three band:s of Utahs, to wit: Capotes, nurnber~ng 1,000; Wibisnuches, 700; and Mohuaches, about 700-total, 2,400. The Jicarilla Apaches, 900 ; and the Pueblos, numbering
near 8,000. The two fo1:mer bands of Utes are located in the northwest portion of the Territory, with theil" agency at Abiquiu, under the charge of Agent Diego Archuleta and Special Agent Manuel Garcia. The Mohuache Utes and Jicarilla Apaches are located in the
southeast part of the Territory, with their agency near Mr. L. B. Maxwell's ranche, and is
called the Cimarron agency, under the charge of Agent Manuel G. Galazer. The Pueblo
Indians are settled in nineteen villages, or pueblos, situated in different parts of the Terri··
tory, but mostly on or near the Rio Grande, under the charge of Agent Toribio Romero.
The general conduct of the Utes and Jicarilla Apaches has been peaceable when supplied with enough to eat. They live entirely by hunting and what is furnished by the government, seeming to have no higher aim in the scale of civilization or industry; but when
pressed with hunger they, like all other Indians, prefer stealing to starvation. All past experience goes to prove that this disposition predominates in the Indian,· and will continue so
until proper restraint is placed over them, and they made to feel their self-dependence:
There is a small party of the Jicarilla Apaches, three or four in number, who, for some
offence committed, have been for years discarded and driven from the band, during which
time many murders have been committed in different ·parts of the Territory that have been
charged to them; whether justly so or not I have no positive evidence. Doubtless many
of the crimes have been justly attributed to them. These lawless acts very unjustly reflect
upon the whole band. Recently a similar occurrence took place among the Utes 6 Last
fall a proposition was made by a few of the Wibisnuehes to form an alliance with the Navajoes, which was rejected almost unanimously., whereupon a fight among themselves ensued,
in which Cabeza Blanco, one of the principal men, was killed, and others wounded, by four
of the Wibisnuche band, who immediately left and have not been permitted to return. A
short time since they visited the settlements, ldlled three Indian and one Mexican child, and
stole fourteen horses from the citizens. In this way a few evil-disposed Indians may bring
a wltole band into disrepute.
With regard to removiug the three bands of Utes to that section of country now occupied
by the Tabahuaches, in Colorado, I am of opinion that it would be entirely impracticable,
~hose Indians having lived so long in the country now occupied by them that, notwithstandmg they have no title to it, they claim it as their own ; and, should they ever consent to be
colonized; it will have to be done there. The expediency of colonizing them at present presents a question difficult of solution.
The policy and wishes of the government, as well as the dictates of humanity, indicate a
desire to deal leniently towards the Indians. The question Huw arises whether they shall be
. ustained in their seemingly settled purpose to remain as they are, in defiance, or I might
say contempt, of the good intentions towards them on the· pftrt of the. government. I think
not. I am aware that it will require time, patience, and pcr:;everauce to concentrate those
l tes upon a reservation, and to perfect a system for their wanagement and control, but I
am satisfied it will be in the end much more e-conomical than the present system.
The government should adopt a stern and rigid policy towards all the wild Indians of this
Territory, and when adopte.d it should be carried out. They may temporize with them for
the_n~xt century without any beneficial result. The Indians are fully impressed with the
lJChet that all the presents given them by government is done to keep them quiet. I would
~ecor;nmencl that, for the present, the agency be removed from Abiqnin to Tierra Amarilla,
1t bemg more remote from the settlements.
·w ith reference to a location for colonizinll' the Apaches, and also as to the amicable relations be~weel?- them and the Navajoes, I wo~ld say that I don't approve of too many small
r~ ervatlons m the Sltme Territory, and at the same time I doubt the policy of placing two
(hffierent tribe·, who have no good feeling towards each other, upon the same reservation.
I would, therefore, recommend two additional reservations, one for the three bands of Utes,
at a point to be selected in the section of country now occupied by the Capotcs a11d \Vibisnuclw:•, either on the , an Juan or . orne other of the many . treams with which that conntry abound:, on any of which can be found plenty of good land, timber, and gra ·s . The
other to be located, f~r the Jicarilla Apaches, together with the Mescaleros, should they be
brought back, at a pomt to be selected in the vicinity of Fort, tanton. There is a large extent of fine land on the Rio Bonito and tributaries, with fine timber and good graziug.
Game is more plenhful there than any other portion of the Territory, as well a , being in tbe
country occupied by the ~Ie calero Apaches, it will be much more easy to locate them there
·Lan to remove tb<~m to a more distant point.
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Reservations should be selected as far from any settlements as can conveniently be i·.
hence the objection to locating a reservation at or near the Cimarron agency. That country
in all probability will, in a few years, be settled, and experience has shown that Indians and
whites don't make good neighbors.
The Nava:joes, when all collected, will be quite enough for one reservation; and 1 should
judge they felt more attachment for that place than the Apaches, as the latter have nearly
all left.
The robberies and murders committed by the Navajoes is a matter of speculation. These
Indians have been for the last five years in the hands of the military, vvho have had the en-·
tire control of them. I have no official information with regard to the crimes committed by
them. I believe, however, that some depredations have been committed by Nava:joes leaving the reservations, much more by those in open hostility, and not the least part by the
Gila Apaches and men with whiter skins. But in order to carry out the programme of those
professing opposition to the Bosque, it is to their interest to charge all the crimes committed
in the Territory to the reservation Indians. For more full information on this point I would
refer you to Generals P-- and Carleton. The number of Navajoes in the Tenitory now held
as unwilling captives or servants, without compensation, it is impossible for me to say, having no data fi·om which to form a correct conclusion. They are scattered promiscuously over
the Territory.
.
I have given my views with reference to this matter in a communication to the Superintendent of Ipdian Affairs, to which I would respectfully refer you.
The general conduct of the Pueblo Indians is unobjectionable. They live, as remarked
before, in nineteen pueblos, for which they all have patents to their lands, except two that
have not been surveyed. They speak five different dialects, but frequently resort to the
Spanish language, which most of them speak and understand sufficiently to communicate
with each other. They are an interesting people-quiet, industricms, and honest. No Indians in the United States are better entitled to the kind favor of the government. I regret
to say that not a single school or teacher can be found among them, and they are left to
do the best they can towards educating their children. While thousands of dollars are appropriated a:Fmually for educational purposes in other superintendencies, not one dollar h as
been expended in this since the acquirement of th e country by our government. This matter has been so often and earnestly brought to the notice, of th e department that it would
seem unnecessary to refer to it again.
During the past year some of the Pueblos l1ave lost almost their entire crop from the overflow of the Rio Grande and the ravages of the grasshopper, and, notwithstanding they don't
complain, no doubt many of tbem are sufferit1g. They are good farmers, and with some
assistance from the government in th e way of farming implements, blacks~itbs to learn
them the art, and schools to teach them the mdim ei).t.s of a plain education, th ~y would in a
fe w years become good and worthy citizens.
The decrease of Indians in the T erritory is attributable to three facts:
First. By death. Up to this time almost constant warfare has been waged between the
Indians and ·whites, in consequence of which many have been killed.
Second. From migration; but not to the extent of death.
Third. From the fact of their seldom marrying out of the pueblo, or band; consequently
marry relatives.
The several agents of this department are efficient, prompt, and attentive to their official
duties, and, so far as my knowledge extends, have the confidence of their varions hands of
Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen :ant,

FELIPE DELGADO
Superi·ntcnrlcnt Tndian A,/lai?·s.

Hon. J. K.

GRAVES,

L'nitcd States Spec-ial Indian Commissioner, New Mexico.

SANTA F:f:, NEw MEXICO, Ja nuary 4, l 8G6.
In compliance with your favor of the 2d instant, I have the honor to report to you·
that the natural customs of the Mescalero Apaehes traditionally from their past history have
consisteJ in their leading a savage life, hiding themselves in the most barren places in their
country, which they considered to be unmolested by the whites . Their personal inclinations
are to battle ·with the white man, and to rob his property, and they consider him always as
their enemy, an imperative duty to not abandon its pursuits which they believe thC'mselves.
Their mode of living is in huts of bides, manta or grass, which they remove from time to
time, from place to place, with readiness. When any of the family dies they burn
his hut and destroy his property, carrying the possessions of the deceased to the grave where
his remains are buried ; all the tribe make great demonstrations of grief, and th_en change
their habitations to another place. For several years I have labored to remove tb1s mal from
!.be Indians, but unsuccessfully. They say it is ~point of reli gion in their customs.
The Mescalero .Apaches, as well as all the Ind1ans of. this country, arc possessed of tb~
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idea of their superiority to white men in birth, in race, and in all circumstances. They
esteem the favors of the government as rewards for not committing· depredations, and as a
recompense for their lands, and they resist the migration of the whites. Nevertheless their
personal inclinations are docile, susceptible, and easily governed.
For many years these Indians have not taken any interest in civilization, but the change
of their removal from their country to the reservation at the .Bosque· Redondo, has caused
them to make a great alteration in their customs, and they have taken a great interest in
agriculture, and have given me many proofs that they desire to change their savage life and
customs, and to lead a Christian and ctvilized life. This they have proved, because some of
. their principal chiefs have baptized their children. In g·eneral, all the tribe have shown a
lively desire to hav.e schools to educate their children and to instruct them to labor at trades.
This tribe was an object of admiration during the first year passed at the reservation.
With very little aid from the government they planted their garden~, corn, melons, watermelons, pumpldns, &c. The earth yielded them a reasonable return for their labor, and they
remained in great hope of bettering their harvests in the coming year. And all the tribe
manifested to me their desire to be located permanently upon saicT reservation, for which purpose they begged me to ask, on their behalf, from the g·eneral government this reservation,
which was granted them.
At the close of the same year the military commander of New Mexico began his work of
colonizing the Navajo tribe upon the same reservation.
At first but few came, afterwards large numbers came, all as prisoners of war. Whereupon the l\1escaleros began begging to be separated from them; that they could never agree
to live together with their enemies.
.
:E'or many years the two tribes have been at axms against each other. On seeing these
Navajoes located together in the place assigned for them, they, the Mescaleros, desired to
be better located on a se~arate reservation in their own country, where they could not be
molested by the Navajoes.
:E'or a long time previous they manifested their wishes to the military eommander, to the
:mperi?tendent of Indian affairs, to"the ·agent, and: to the commissioners who came from
'Vashmgton, but it was not granted them.
.
Their first lands, which they cultivated for two years, were taken away from them by the
commander at Fort Snmner, and delivered to the Navajoes, and the Mescaleroswere assigned
to another place. They felt this removal very deep, but this measure was .only necessary to
prevent new difficulties. At last, according to the information I have received, they escaped
from the reservation and went to their own country. At the time of their escape I was in
charge of the agency at the Cimarron.
It is my :firm opinion that had the Mescalero Apaches been let alone in the reservation at
the Bosque Redondo, and not been associated there with the Navajocs, they would have permanen~ly remained. And the Jicarilla Apaches in that case would have joined them, and
both tnbes ~Yould have been equal to, within a few years, or in better condition than the
Pueblo Ind1ans of New Mexico.
'~h~ fnel and pastures prior to the removal of the Navajoes to the present reservation were
~uffi.ct~nt to last at least thirty years, from a regular distance, and which difficulty in obtaiJ?-mg: 1t JS now felt by the Inuia,ns; the multitude of Indians has completely exhausted th1s
art1cle so necessary.
·
In my opinion, speaking frankly to you, and considering· this subject so important to the
gen?ral government and to the poor Indians, it would not be proper again to bring these
Indtans to the reservation while the Navajoes remain located the;·e. In that case it would be
better for them to locate upon a reservation ·within their own country, in the vicinity of Port
•'tanton, and to induce the Jicarilla Apaches to join them. They are all of the same race,.
speak the , an1e language, and for many years have liveJ in peace. The different bands ?t
Apaches have never entered into difficulty. The country recommended for these Indians 1s
healthy, it is the land of their birth, and.is blessed with fertile lands for pasturage and agriculture, and minerals, sweet water, an abundance of timber, fruits of various kinds, and mezcal, which is one of the articles most highly prized by all the bands of Apaches, which they
manufacture in large quantities, and. is a salutary aliment of their bodies.
:E urthermore, the conduct observed by the Mcscaleros while under my charge, gave me
.·ufficient proof of their desisting from superstitions, and I saw them interested in agriculture and the raising of stock. They bad their goats to tbe number of about two hundred,
but during many tryiug periods to them in the rc. crvation. nec<'ssity compelled them to be
consumed for their own su. tenance.
To locate the Jicarillas upon the Bosque Iledondo reservation seems to me imp~acticabl e .
• Ia.ny reasons !Jav be n shown to me w by they do not consider themselves able to live on
. aid reservation. Bccaus of the unhealthful water, injurious to their bodies; because of the
:carcity of fuel and fruits upon which to subsist a.t sea ons, and because of their lov for thP
land of their hirtl1.
Among the ::J1e:calero c:d st the ·ame difficulty; in tlteir !tettrts they love their own countrr, and, having g?ne away from the reservation, it is very difficult to bring them to tJ:c
C1marron agency w1thout normous expense to the government. Leaving them to dwellm
heir own co nntry, we willlmv no further difficulty.
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When the principal Mescalero chiefs came, accompanying me to the city in December,
1862, to sue for peace, Major General Carleton proposed to them that when all the bands had
sued for peace they should all return to dwell in their own country. During the time they
lived alone in the reservation they never called to mind this promise. But after the location
of the Navajoes among them, they then claimed it as a binding debt upon the military commander of the department. The same chiefs of the Mescaleros helped me to obtain the arrival
at the reservation of the hostile ·bands who had remained apart, so that their freedom might
be procured.
,
In conclusion, I have to commend to you the opinion which I have held for many years,
to place these and all the Indians of the country upon reservations as the only mode, in my
judgment, to relieve the government and the·people of New Mexico from the constant depredations which they have borne for years.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LORENZO LABODI,
United States Indian Agent.

Hon. J. K.

GRAVES,

United States Special Commissioner.

SANTA Ff~, NEW MEXICO, January 4, 1866.

SIR : In reply to the questions you have submitted to me concerning the bands of Jicarilla
Apaches and Mohuache Utabs, I have to say that the two tribes have for many years lived
together and in friendship, have intermarried and are much attached one to the other. The
Jicarillas are about one thousand, and the Mohuachcs six hundred souls.
In regard to their customs and habits the difference between the two tribes is small. The
Utahs have no desire to improve their condition-they desire only to live as savages and by
the chase, and are opposed to living upon a reservation and living by agliculture. They .
say the Great Spirit created them free to hunt and .fight, and not to 'vork.
The Jicarillas are more intelligent; the greater portion of them take an interest in agriculture and in mechanical labor; their women make earthen vessels, the sale of which to the
whites, though at very inconsiderable prices, helps to support them.
The two bands have informed me that they wish to live together forever and in the same
country they now inhabit; they arc attached to one another as if one family.
According to the indications afford ed by the Indians theQ'l.sclvcs, it is my opinion that the
.Jicarillas would not .agree quietly to move to the Bosque Redondo, nor would the Mohuaches
agree to unite the Capotes and Guibisnuches.
·w ith a view to the welfare of the country and of the Indians themselves. the best plan
would in my opinion be to locate the two tribes upon a reservation in their own country,
as they contemplate themselves, as before stated, as one family, and would be quite contented
if left to live in their own country, and they would there1Jy be more easily kept in subjection,
and would the sooner adopt a civilized life, and especially would such be the result if supplied
with schools and schoolmasters for the benefit of their children, which beneficent provision
would not, I trust, be denied them .
. My id eas and views concerning the band·s of Indians under my charge are decidedly in
favor of their being placed permanently upon a reservation and required to labor for a liveli!!00d, and I recommend that the proposition be verified by the government.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MAJ.~UEL S. SALAZER,

Hon . J. K.

Indian Agent, New Mexico.
GRAVES.

SANTA Ff:, NE.W MEXICO, January 4, 186G.

• m: Your communication dated the second instant bas been received, and I have the
honor to reply; feeling, however, that I may not be able to satisfy your wishes in regard to
a matter so difficult to solve at the first sight.
•
As l had the honor to inform you verbally, the Indians under my charge are estimated as
follows: the Guibisnuches one thousand, and the Capotes seven hundred souls.
To the second inquiry, I reply that they arc so much attached to their native region that
it is uifficult to remove them to another place without rCISOrting to physical force against their
religious creed, if it can be so called. These savages are possessed of the most heathenish
superstitions against abandoning those places where the remains of their ap_cestors lie. In
these same regions there are points suitable for their location, such as tho Rio Je San Juan,
and others ; but notwithstanding this, ~ great induce me~t would be necessary to keep then•
in subjection, as they consider their rcduetion to reservations as a species of slavery, and
give for their reason that they have always been loyal to the government, and have never
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failed in their allegiance. This is evidently so, for since the United States first took poss.ession of this Territory there has never been, on the part of these two bands, any demonstratiOn
of disposition to be at war with the government. . .
. .
·
To the third and last interrogatory I reply, that It IS my opmwn that one of the p~aces to
which I have above referred should be selected, distant from the settlements of the whites, for
the establishment of the agency; this to be in the character of .a fort, and ~-arri~onea by one
or more companies of soldiers ; the Indians then to commence m the art of agnculture, and
to be furnished with more rations that they now receive, and to be made to understand that
they shall have to depend upon their own labor fo~· their living, and in this way to induce
them to work, giving them some goats, shee.P to raise? ~c.. .
.
.
It may, perhaps, appear to some that my Ideas are IDJUdiCwus ones, bl!-t•. m my Jl!~gment,
I conceive no other to be such. If they were to be camed out by force, It IS my opm10n that
all the tribes speaking the ·same dialect and characterized by the same habits as the Capotes,
Guibisnuches, Tabequaches, Moquaches, &c.! ought. to be placed up~n a general reservation, and made to obey the laws and regulatwns whiCh may be estabhsh~d b:f the gover_nment for their better condition and civilization, in order to prevent the Indians trom committ ing depredations and the whites from encroaching upon them.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
DIEGO AIWHULETA,
Indian Agent, New Mex ico.

J. K. GRAVES, Esq., Commissioner.

No. 42.
DEPARTMENT

INDTAN AFFAIRS,
May l, 1866.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th March, li366,
with copies of correspondence with the War Department, relative to the future subsistence
.of the Indians at the Bosque Redondo reservation, in New Mexico, anu directing an estimate
to be prepared of such appropriations as ma)' be required to provide for said Indians during
tho next fiscal year.
These Indians are captives; they were placcu upon the present reservation by the military
authorities, and have heretofore been cared for mainly by the War Department. Their only
means of subsistence are agriculture and the charity of the government. They have been
brought from their country by force, and if allow~d to roam and hunt, they would return to
the mountain fastnesses, and again cornmence war with the whites. One campaign against
them then would cost more than to keep them ten years where they are. Taking it for
granted that they are to remain where they are, and be cared for as heretofore, I have, as data
to go upon in making an estimate, first, the actual cost of subsistence purchased for them
during the year 1 65, by the War Department, as given in General Carleton's report of February 5, 1866, a copy of which is herewith; secontl, the estimate of General Eaton, commissary general of subsistence, as to what will be the cost of subsisting 6,000 Indians, at
the Bosque Redondo, during the present fiscal year, a copy of which is herewith; third, a
general estimate made by J. K. Graves, a special commissioner, sent out by this department
in eptember last, to make investigation into the conduct of the Indian service in New
Mexico; and, fourth, the cost of articles of subsistence, as ascertained from late accounts
and reports from Indian agents in New Mexico.
·
'l'he report of General Carleton shows that the cost of subsistence furnished in 1865, after
deducting produce raised on the reservation, (valued at $73,246 93,) was $694,226 27. The
cost of transporting this I have been unable to ascertain; but as military supplies for New
Mexico are purchased in t. Louis and taken by land, the land transportation from Leavenworth alone would amount (allowing two pounds per day to each person subsisted) to abl)ut
00,000. Taldng into consideration the cost of transportation from St. Louis to Leavenworth, the cost oi cartage and other incidental expenses, the cost of subsisting these Indians
Juring the year 1 65 could not have been less than $1,500,000. General Eaton estimates
that the cost of sub istence <luring the current fiscal year will be $63 ,848 7:3. This, of course,
<loes not include transportation, and is based upon the supposition that the number of Indians
to be sub istcd wili be 6,000. The average number subsisted during the last calendar year,
as r ported by General ar1eton, was 7,90!>. General Eaton gives no reason for supposing
that this number will be reduced to 6,000, but says it is probable.
'pecial ommissioner 'mves estimates, in round numbers, that the cost of subsistinrr tbe. e
Indians during then xt fiscal year will be. 675,000. But the data upon which I hav~based
an e timate i t.b ~arkct price, in ew Mexico, of flour, beef, and salt-the only articles of
. ubsistenc wl11cb, m my Juugm nt, need be furni bed. The cost of these articles there wm
b , as nearly a can be a c rtaiued, 151 ents per poun<l for flour, 13 cents for beef, and 10
cents for salt.
Taking a corr •ct the snppo. ition of General Eaton, that the number of Indians to be subOI•' THE
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s isted will be reduced to 6,000, and allowing one pound of flour a nd one of beef to e ach I ndian, and three pounds of salt to each one hundred, daily, the cost of subsis tence will amount
to $630,720. The value of produce raised last year in the reservation is estimated by General
Carleton at $73,246 93. Although the crops in New Mexico are uncertain, I presume the
Indians will raise subsistence during the next fiscal year to the amount of $100,000, w hich
will leave to be provided by the government, subsistence to the value of $530,720, in cludi ng
transportation to the reservation.
·
The Indians of course m1;1st be clothed; but, as they have shown remarkable skill and in.g enuity in making blankets and clothing when fnrnishecl with the raw material, I would
suggest that they be furnished with sheep. In this way they will be able to procure clothing,
.and, eventually, subsistence. I think there should be eight thousand sheep purchased,
w hich, delivered on the reser.vation, will cost tvyenty-four thousand dollars. In addition to
t his, there should be cotton g·oods purchased for them to the amount of at least fifteen thou.sand dollars.
For agricultural implements General Carleton recommends that a liperal appropriation be
made, in order that the agricultural resources of the reservation may be developed, and the
Indians become self-sustaining. I fully concur in his views in this matter, and would suggest that the sum of twenty thousand dollars, at least, be appropriated for this object.
It has long been in contemplation by the military authorities to erect a grist-mill on th e
reservation. Some arrangement for grinding is evidently necessary, but the cost of a gristmill, including. transportation of material, would amount to over thirty thousand d ollars .
I would therefore suggest that portable mills be provided, and that the sum of five thQ u sand dollars be appropriated for this object.
There are no buildings on this reservation ex!::ept two storehouses, erected by th e military
authorities at a cost of eighteen thousand dollars, and a few adol>e huts. When this d epa rtment assumes the control of these Indians, it will b e necessary to provide a hou se for
the agent upon the reserYation, and also houses for the employe:;;. Owing to th e di3tance
A ll
f rom the agency where l.milding material can be procured, this -will be expensive.
the timber in that vicinity suitable for building pul'poses has been used in the construction
of Fort Sumner, leaving none n earer than eighty miles. Therefore, to erect houses for the
.agent, physician, farmer, teachers, blacksmith, miller, carpenter, laborer, and interp reter,
will cost a t least twenty thousand dollars.
The accommodations for the sick on the reservation consist of two small adobe huts capable of accommodating about fifteen persons. These are, of course, wholly inadeq uate for
hospital purposes, and I would therefore suggest that an appropriation of fift een b undred
dollars be made for this object, and five hundred dollars for medical supplies.
Common humanity will render the f1'> regoing appropriations necessary. The interes ts of
t he government in rendering these Indians a self-sustaining community by advancing them
1i u civilization will render others nece ~sary.
·
They should have a blacksmith shop, SL'pplied with tools, iron and steel, and a blacksmith should be provided. They should have a miller to t each them the uf;e of pur tabl c
m ills, so that they may grind their own grain. They should also have a physician, carpenter, and interpreter, and to encourage them in l earnin~ trades a few of them should be
paid as laborers or apprentices. Some provision should also be made for the education of
'the children, who numbered in January last, according to the report of Captai n Bri;;tol,
2,486.
I would therefore suggest that an appropriation be maie for the following employes , at
t he rates set opposite each:
Dne physician I at a salary of------ . - - --- ------ - --- . -- •.••••. ------ .••••• -••• $1,800
·One superintendent of farmin g , at a l'alary of. .•••. . ---------------------·-·-· 1,200
One blacksmith, at a salary of. ••••. ··-------- •.. ---·-·-----· .••••• ----.----·
900
One miller, at a salary oL. _. _ •• ___ • ____ •••. _••••.. _. _•• ___ • __ •• _. _. _. __ • _••
900
900
One· carpenter, at a salary of---- ____ ---··----------··------------------·---'Two teachers, at a salary of $800 each .• _._. _____ • . _••••.••••. ___ ••• ____ •.. _•• 1,600
Six laborers, at a salary of $400 each .••• ------------·----------------------- 2,400

9, 700
And that the sum of four thousand dollars be appropriated for the estal.Jlishmer,t and
.support of two schools.
'l'o enable the Indians to carry on farming operatious to an extent sufficient to make them
self-sustaining, they must be provided with work-cattle, wagons, &o., in addition to the
agricultural i mplements. The most economical way in which this cau be done will be to
purchase a traiT! on the Missouri, and use it in transportin<Y the aouds aO'ricultural impl ements, &c., to be purchased for the Indians in the east. o The tt·ain ~ill cost very littk
more than the simple cost of transportation, and when it arrives at the reservation will be
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worth about as much as it cost on the Missouri. For thi3 object, and for all cost of tro.nsporting the goods, (say 90,000 pounds,) I would sugges t an appropriation of thirty thousand six hundred and fifty doll ars, ns follows:
For 20 wag.ons, at $225 each- ----· .•.•... ---· .••••..••••....•• . ------------ $4,500
For 120 yoke of oxen, $ 130 each .••.•• - ~ -----~-- .•.. - --- •••••••••..••••. ---- 15,600
For pay of two wagon-masters five months, $ 125 per month.---_ .••••.••••• -.-- 1,250
For pay of 20 teamsters five mon ths, S60 per month .••..••..•....••••••••• - •.• 6,000
Provi sions for 22 employes five months, $30 per month .••••..••••.•.. ---.·------ 3,300

30,650
T here may, and no doubt will, be some expenditures necessary which cannot now he
foreseen, and I have therefore included in the estimate herewith submitted an ·item of two
t homand dollars for such contin gencies. This estimate, which takes into account tlie cost
of subsistence, clothing, all necessary ag ricultural as8istance, transportation, and th e advance m ent of the Indi<Lns in civilization, (heretofore entirely n eglected,) will amount to &ix
hundred and ixty-~even thousand and seventy dollars, which is twenty-seve n th ousand
vne h undred nnd fifty -six dollars and twenty-Eeven cents less than the simple cost of the
1-lUUSist en ce alone furnished by the War Department during the last year, and less than tbe
land tran sportation of subsistence alone from Leavenworth to the Bosque Redondo wou ld
cost.
.As it seems to be the intention of the War Department to turn th ese Indians over tv thi s
departm ent at the commencement of the next fiscal yeGtr, I would respectfully suggest that
1hig c timate be &ubmitted t o Congress, with the request th at action be taken upon it at a~
tlarly a day as practicable.
Very J.C.5pectfully, your obedient servant, _
D. N. COOLEY, Commisswner.
Holl • .JAMES HARLAN,
Se~retary of the

lrderior.

Estzmale of upprorriation uguired for the stlllement ax.d su;:port of the NavaJoe Indians on the BoHpe
Rtdo11flo reu-rvution in New !tftxicojar the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
Fo r th e purcha e and transportation -of subsistence for 6,000 Indian s •• :~.- ___ •• $530,720
I« or th e purchase and transportation of clothing for u,OOO Indians._ •••.. ____ .15,00 0
F'or the purchase and transportation of ~. 000 head of sheep .••••...••••. -----.
24,000
For th e purchase and tranBportation of agricultural i mplements and seed .••••• •
20,000
F or the establishment and support of a blacksmith shop, including tools , iron,
steel, &c ____ .• _. • __ . ____ .•• ___ • _••• __ •••• __ • ___ • _. ___ • _. ___ • _• . ___ • _.
4,000
5,000
For the purchase of a portable grist-milL ................. ---· .••••• -------"for th e erection and support of hospitals, and pnrch:ise of medical supplies .•.•..
2.000
It"or the esta.blishment and support of two schools .•.. ____ . _ •• - ..•• _•.•..•....
4;ooo
For th e erection of buildings for the agent and employes .••••.. ___ ••.••••.• -.
~0,000
For th e pay of one physician, one farmer, one ulack s milh, one miller, on e. carpenter, two teachers, and six apprentices .•••...••••......••..••••..•..••••
!), 700
For th e purchase of wagons and oxen, a.ml expenses of transporting goods and
30,650
ag ti cullural impl ements .•..•••• _ .. _.--· . .•••..... -- .......••• . •••• ----IJon ti ngen t ex pen!;eS • _•.•• _•.•••••...•.. _ .• - ••..• ..• -. - .••• - .•.•.• - . - ---2,00 0

667,07 0

------~o . 4~l.

• 'ANT.\ Ff~, ~~ cw 1I.cx rco, September 2 , I GG .
. m : I have the honor licrewith to tmn ·mit this as my firs t annual report.
After stating th de:titul condition of tbe Utes and Apaches of th e Cimarro n agen cy, the
uperintendent proceeds :

~ pon th · suppo ition that th y will not volun tarily consen t to leave their present locality.
·.-ould re ·p ctfnlly recommend tha they be locat ed on a reservation i n the regi on of con n -
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try now occupied by them, in order to save trouble, expense, or warfare in removing them.
And I 'vould respectfully suggest that a place ten miles south of Maxwell's, known as Ryado, be purchased. It is a place already improved and under cultivation, good soil, well
watered with a good system of irrigation. The water is good and sufficient, the wood and
timber abundant, and the tract of land is about fourteen miles square, with any quantity of
buildings-enough for the agents' storehouses, mechanics, laborers, missionari('s' schools,
shops, &.c , and I think the place can be purchased for fifty thousand dollars. The buildings would cost half that to erect them now. If any more land is needed, the government
owns what joins it on the south, and any quantity of land additional could be attache<l
thereto if deemed necessary, or if they will consent to the anangement. I think it preferable
that the Mohuaches- Utes, numbering about five hundred and nfty, be located on a reservation with the Capotes and vVamenuche bands of the same tribe, somewhsre on the San Juan,
or Rio Los Animas, and that the Jicarilla Apaches, numbering one thousand, be placed on
a reservation with the Mescalero Apaches, somewhere south of Fort Stanton, which arrangement would save the expense of one agency.
[With regard to the Capote and Wamenuche-Utes in the nortlnvest. who have also been in
a state of great destitut~on, but who still manifest a disinclination to concentrate upou a reservation, Superintendent Norton says:]
But, whether by force or by choice, I respectfully recommend that these Indians be placed
Oll a reservation on the Hio Los Animas, or San Juan, or some of its tributaries, aJ;J.d that a
suitable appropriation be made for that purpose. They number twenty-five hundred souls,
and if the Mohuaches- U~es of the Cimarron are placed on th e same reservation it will make
them nnmber about thirty-one hundred men, v.·omen, and children.
::\IESCALERO APACHES.

With n•g-anl to the Mescalero Apaches little is known s ince they left the reservation of th e
Busque Hedondo, where the most of them had been located with the Navnjoes . . They were
nuable to agree with the Navajoes, and were therefore dissatisfied, and left at night in a body
on the :3d of November last, ever since which time they have been committing depredations
upon th e settlements, and also some murd ers.
vVhen not in the mountains south of Fort Stanton, (their native country,) they range between that and Los Vegas in search of booty. Only a few days ago they killed one man
and wounded another, in the attempt to run off a large herd of sheep near Gale~ tea. Their
agent, Lorenzo Labadi, says they number about five hundred and twenty-five souls, and he
)las no doubt but that he can prevail upon them to settle on a resen·ation which might be selected for them south of Fort Stanton, and to live at peace with the inhabitants ; but he does
not think that they can ever be induced to return to the Bosque Redondo. I would therefore recommend that these Indians be located on a reservation south of Fort Stanton, in the
selection of which I would suggest that their wishes be consulted, and that the Jicarilla
Apaches, if they can be prevailed upon to leave the Cimarron, be placed on the s~tme reservation; for these two tribes are intermarried, and are in fact one and the same people in languag~, c.lmracter, and habits. Also I would recommend that Fort Stanton be abandoned,
and that the garrison be moved to said reservation and a military post established thereon
tor the security of the agent, the protection of the public property, and for the control and
government of the Indians; for the accomplishment of which object a suitable appropriation
will also be required.
[In regard to the Gila Apaches, the superintendent thinks the Mimbres and Mogollen bands
can be induced to make peace and retire to a reservation. He adds:]
I therefore respectfully recommend that Governor Mitchell, Doctor Steck, . (the form er
agent, who says be has no doubt but that he can prevail upon them to locate on a reservation ancllceep the peace,) and myself be authorized and empowered to treat with them and
get them settled down, either on their old reservation or on a new one, subject to the approval of your department., and that an nppropriation suitable be mitde for th e accomplishment of
this objeet.
CO;IfANCIIE::s.

vVi th regard to the Comanches, the most wild, treacl1erous, warlike, and brutal of all other
Indians, there is a large body of them (about two thousand) continually occupyino- the eastrn portion of this Territory. The nam s of their different chiefs and number "of Jodg·es,
which were given me by a reliable n.ncl intelligent inun, ''"ho hns lived and traded 1\'itb them
for years, are as follows, viz :
Pnerta~, 30 lodges, about.._ .......... __ ........ __ ... ___ . _. ________ . ____ .
150 souls .
Parua C ai ua, 60 lodges, about ............. .. _....... __ ... _. _ . _. __ .. ___ . __
275

~~~~~~)i6~ 1~J~~~e!b~~~~-t . ::: --.-: ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~·~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
2

500

1,075

Total ........... - .. - - .. . - - - - - . - - -- - --. - ..... - ...... , ..... _.. _. . . . 2, 000
10

I
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They bad been in the habit, for some time previous to my coming here, of trading· with
the Mexican people, who have heretofore had trade permits granted them by General Carleton and by my predecessor ; the consequence of which has been that an immense trade has
been carried on ·with them, and they have been thereby encdtlraged to steal large numbers,
amounting to thousands, of cattle from the inhabitants of Texas aud trade them to these Mexicans for goods and provisions, and in :,orne instances for whiskey and ammunition, which
illicit commerce, as soon as ascertained, I immediately adopted measures to put an end to by
issuing and publishing an order revoking all licenses and permits heretofore granted to trade
with any Indians in this Territory, unless said licenses " ·ere duly approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at ·washington; and I gave notice that any person trading with any
Indians without such license, duly approved by said Commissioner, would be prosecuted to
the full extent of th~ law.
These Comanches I und erstand to be friendly disposed towards the government of the
United States and towards the people of this Territory, but hostile towards the people of Texas.
They have committed no depredations on the citizens of New Mexico, because their interests
have dictated that they should not destroy this, the only market they have heretofore had for
the stock they have stolen from the people of Texas. I considered it my duty, under the
circumstances, to put an end to this traffic, becau~e I considered it very unjust and cruel to
the citizens of Texas to encourage these Indians in their depredations upon them by furnishi ng them a market for their booty. I know of instances in which traders from here have
taken out a few hundred dollars' worth of goods and returned with as many bead of Texas
cattle as dollars invested.
Although, as I said before, they have committed no depredations upon the people of New
Mexico, yet they made a raid upon the herds of theN avajoes at the Bosque in July last, and
bucceeded in running off some two hundred bead of their horses and ponies and in killing
four Navajoes. At the same tim'e they told Mexican herders that they did not '"' ant any of
the government stock; nor did they intend to take anything from the Mexicans ; that it was
<>nly the Navajoes they \-vere after, and that the lands of the Bosque Redondo belonged to them
and that theN avajoes bad no right there. I understand that they are in the habit occasionally
of visiting and trading with the sutlers at Fort Bascomb. The region of country now occupied by these Indians I understand to be that between 1020 and LU4° longitude and 33° and
:37° north latitude. I have no doubt that the establishment of an agency for them at Fort
Bascomb would exert a highly saluta'r y and beneficial influence over them, prevent to a great ·
extent their plundering the people of Texas, and pave the way to their final settlement upon
tL reservation of their own and their ultimate civilization and christianization.
I would
therefore recommend that such an agency be authorized and established, and that ten thousand
~ollars' worth of goods and presents be appropriated annually for their benefit. Understandmg that they have large flocks and herds, and that game is abundant with them, no government aiJ in the shape of provisions will be needed or required.
PUEilLOS.

The report of Agent Ward is so full and complete in the information it imparts and in the
recommendations with reference to the Pueblo Indians, that it seems nnnecessary that I
should add anything thereto. I would, however, recommend that the law passed by the
territorial legislature, allowing the sale of intoxicating liquors to Pueblo Indians, be repealed
by an act of Congress and that such sale be absolutely forbidden. I also recommend that by
.an act of Congress all suits against these Indians shall be brought only in the United States
.distlict court, instead of being permitted to be brought before the alcaldes, (justices of the
peace,) because these Indians are continually imposed upon and harassed by vexatious prosecutions brought before said alcaldes, who always decide in favor of the Mexicans and against
the Indian, no matter how meritorious may be the case of the latter. I also recommend that
by act of Congress the sale of the lands granted to these Pueblo Indians be absolutely forbidden, and that all sales heretofore made be declared null and void, and that all Mexicans
and Americans occupying, claiming, or cultivating said lands be required to abandon and
give up the same to tbese Pueblos, the only rightful and legitimate owners tlJ.ereof, and that
some provision be made in said act for reimbursing the amount actually paid by those purchasing said lancls under the supposition and impression that the Indian. had a legitimat
right to ell the same. I make this recommendation because on many of these pueblos they
have sold most of their best lands, or they are occupied by those having no shadow of title.
'The pas age of these acts by C.:ongress is absolutely nece sary for the protection of the morals
and rights of these Indians, and forth~ preservation of thrir lands for thf>ir own usP, benefit,
and support.
!U\'.\JOE:i.

The c. ·pc c to the govern went of thio reservation id enormous. K ot lrss than $1,500,000
is an~mally e.·p u~ecl tor clothing and feeding these Indians and tor the expenses of feeding.
clothmg, and paym~ off the laborers on the reservation and military establishment attached
th rcto. Tht> Indtans have now lreen settled on thi:- reservation for oYer three years, and
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it is now high time that they should be self-supporting, at least so far as the need of grain
for bread is concerned. But the fact is lamentably true that not one-fifth of the amount required was raised last year, and the crop this year is no better than last, which failure is, in
my opinion, attributable to the want of skill and ]WOper attention in the management of the
labor, and in irrigating the lands at proper times and in a proper manner, and not to the
poverty of the soil nor scarcity of water for the purposes of irrigation. Some change in this
respect is much needed, and I would therefore recommend that the course with reference
thereto suggested by Agent Dodd in his annual report be adopted, and that the necessary
appropriations for putting his plan into successful operation be made. Also, in addition to
the usual appropriation of $ LOO, 000 for the purposes as specified in last year's appropriation,
I would recomlflend that $50,000 be appropriated for the purchase of she~p and for the erection of the necessary buildings for this agency, as represented in Colonel Dodd's report.
The Indians in the northern portion of this Territory, on account of great scarcity of game,
have suffered much fon·v ant offood during the past summer, and must suffer still more during the
coming winter, unless provision is made for their subsistence. They will require an expenditure
for provisions alone of at least $J ,500 per month at the Abiquiu agency and $1,200 per month at
the Cimarron agency. The goods, I am happy to inform you, have just arrived, with the
exception of the traps, and I am now making arrangements to divide and send them out to
the agencies f01~ .distribution. They will be of great service to these Indians, and no doubt
will be thankfully received, and as the quantity is much greater than they have been in the
habit of receiving for the last two or three years, their dissatisfaction will be much abated.
If the Utes and Apaches are settled on the grant known as Ryado, they will require an appropriation of $15,000 for provisions, $8,000 for goods and presents, and $2t000 for the purchase of agricultural implements, and in the course of two years I think they would be selfsustaining. But if divid ed, and the Apaches sent south of J<~ort Stanton and the Utes to the
San Juan, it will require an additional appropriation of at least $30,000 for their removal and
location on such reservations, to be divided between the tribes pro rata, and it will probably
be three years before they will there be able to raise what grain they may require for food.
The Capote and vVamenuches-Utes, if placed on a reservation on the San Juan, will require
an appropriation of $ 18,000 for provisions, $10,000 for goods and presents, $3,000 for agricultural implements, $4,500 for agency buildings, and $4,500 for their removal and location.
For the permanent settlement of the Mescalero Apaches, I recommend an appropriation
of $4,500 worth of goods and presents, $6,000 for provisions, $750 for agricultural implements,
$2,750 for removal and location, $3,500 for agency buildings; total, $17,500; and I think
that in three years they will be self-sustaining and need no further appropriations except for
goods and agricultural implements.
Por the permanent settlement of the Mimbres and Mogollon Apaches, I recommend an appropriation of $15,000 for provisions, $7,000 for goods, $2,000 for agricultural implements,
and $:3,000 for agency buildings, and have no doubt that in less than three years they will
be enabled to raise all the grain needed for their O'.vn bread, and after that only an appropriation for the purchase of goods and agricultural implements would be required.
Finally, in aduition to the foregoing, I recommend an appropriation of $14,000 for the incidental expenses of the Indian service of this T erritory, making the total amount for all the
Indians outside of the Navajoes of $160,000. It is not intended nor expected by me that these
appropriations for provisions asked for will alone sustain these Indians; but I do expect, and
have every reason to believe, that if properly managt:d they will satisfy thejr wants and hunger, when taken in connexion and together with the fruits they may gather, the vegetables
and grain they may raise, and the game they may be able to kill on the reservations proposed
and in their respective neighborhoods, especially if said reservations are selected with a view
to the accomplishment of this object. These appropriations, as suggested, amount in the agg regate to $160,000, an average of $10 66 cents to each Indian. The different tribes for
whom these ·a ppropriations are asked, not including the Navajoes, number about as follows:
Pueblos- , -~ _. ____________ .- ___ . _.. ___ . ____ .---- ... --- .. _____ . ____ . _.. _.. ___ . 7, 000
Mimbres and Mogollen Apac.: hes .. _... --- ...... ---- .. _... - ___ . __ .. ________ ..... 1, 500
Comanches _. __ . ____ . __ ... __ -- ...... ____ .. __ .. __ - _.. _... _. ______ .. ____ . __ . . . 2, 000
Capote and vVamenuche-Utes at Abi quin __ ... - __ -. __ ..... __ . _.... ____ . __ .. ___ .
2, 500
U tes and Apaches, Cimarron. ____ .. _... ___ -- . _.. .. ___ .... _ .. __ .... _. . ___ _.. _.. 1., 500
Mescalero Apaches ...... ____ . __ .... ___ . __ ... ____ ...... ___ .. ____ .. ___ . ___ . ____
525

T otal ....... - -- .. - ... -- - - .. _... ____ . __ .... ___ . _. _.. ____ . _. _.. ___ .. ___ . J 5, 025
The Comanches haYe nevPr heretofore hecn under the control of this superintendency.
T here has been no appropriation for the benefit of the Pueblo~ for the last ten years; nor have
the Gila Apaches recei>ed any portion of the appropriations for the last four years. Deduct,
t hen, the appropriations asked for the benefit of these three tribes, $63,000, and you have
$97,000 as the appropriation required for the same Indians, for whom $50,000 bas heretofore
been appropriated.
*
""
~
"
*
*
¥
*
.;..
In conclusion, I cannot but ~xpress the hope that the suggestions anc1Iecommendat10ns
made in this report will meet w1th the approval of your department, and that the necessary
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action on the part of Congress will be taken, so that the policy herein recommended m~y be
put into successful opc~ation. If, ho:vever, the reservation system, as he.rein set forth, .1s no~
adopted, the app.ropnat10ns needed w1l! be ~he same as .recomme~ded, w1th the ex~eptwn ot
the amount reqmred for the removal of Ind1ans, for agncultural1mplements, and for agency
buildings on the different suggested reservations.
·
Your obedient servant,

A. B. NORTON,

Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

Hon . D. N. CoOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 44.
Ext r(ut from report of. Special Agent John Ward, Plteblos.
SANTA Ff:, NEW MEXICO, September 18, 1866.
" I would earnestly call yo.u r special attention and recommend that an
appropriation of at least $10,000 be asked for tor the purpose of purchasing farming implements, blacksmith and carpenter tools, steel, iron, &c., for the benefit of the Pueblos. These
articles should be of the right kind and of the best quality; none except such should be purchased.
Enclosed herewith you will please find a "schedule" of such articles as I deem bes t adapted to their wants. There should also be established for their benefit a few mechanical
shops with tho necessary mechanics to take the charge of the same. 'fhis, besides being a
great benefit or help to them in the way of repairing their tools, can·etas, (carts,) mills,
houses, &c., would also be the means of showing them the proper use of the tools, and in th e
course of a few years they would be able to have all the necessary mechanics among their
own people. An appropriation of no less than $6,000 should be made for this purpose.
There has been so much said and written upon the subject of the education of the Pueblo
Indians, that I am entirely at a loss to knov;r what further remarks to advance in regard to
this imp01tant matter. That the government is in duty bound to do something towards the
education of the children of these honest, industrious and deserving people, requires no
further arguments.
It has been proven in every possible way that these Indians have scarcely cost the govrnment any trouble or expense since they were annexed to the United States in 1846. They
have not cost the government a solitary dollar for military expeditions, educational purposes,
or indeed for any other improvements whatever, and the only hope now remaining is that
the government, although tardy, will yet take the matter into consideration and act accordingly.
It is a strange conclusion to come at, but it certainly seems that the only way that an
Indiau can demand the attention of the government is by committing murders, robberies,
and every other kind of depredations. The simple fact of an Indian being peaceable and
well-disposed is of itself sufficient cause for him to be neglected and his interest and hi::;
welfare entirely disrE-garded.
.
The circumstances surrounding the Pueblo Indians have induced me to lay before you
~ach and every particular connected with the affairs upon wbich this report is based, the
11nportance of which I trust will prove sufficient apology for their length.
In conclusion, sir, allow me to add that this report has been made ·with aU due consideration and respect, my only motive for writing as I have being si mply with a view to represent
matters to the department as truly and forcibly as possible, with the hope that by doing so
something will be done towards improving the present state of our Indian affairs, and thereby
contribute towards the general welfare and prosperity of this country, as well as that of th e
I ndians, for whom I have always felt a lively interest. All of which I sincerely hope will
meet your approbation and cordial co-operation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN WARD,
8pecial Agent for Pneblos.
Colonel A. B. NORTO. ,
up' t of Indian Affair , Sant :L Fe, Nczc Mexico.

~0 .

4.).

NAL... JO AGE.· Y, FORT StM:SER, ~TEW .MEXl

o,

A ztgust 2 , l 6G.

,·m: In compliance wilh the rc:gulntions of the Indian department, I have the honor to
pr .·en my ~r. t annual rcpo~t. I must nece sarily b brief, as I have b11t recently taken
darrrr o tl11 ng- ncy. I arnvr·d here on the 2 th day of Junr: la t with n. trAin of annuity
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goods and agricultural implements, consisting of one hundred and sixty. head of cattle and
seventeen large freight wagons, loaded with goods and implements, purchased by Mr. J . K.
Graves, special Indian agent for New Mexico, last fall , for Navajoes. *
*
*
*
There are now on the reservation, of all ages and sexes, 6,915 Navajoes; a large majority of
whom appear to be contented and satisfied to remain on the reservation. In July last the
Comanche Indians made a dash on the reservation, and succeeded in killing four Navajoes,
and captured one hundred head of their horses. After this raid some of the Navajoes ap·
peared dissatisfied, and expressed a desire to go to their old country, stating they could not
live in peace on the reservation, as it was located on la,nd belonging to the Comanches.
They were assured that the reservation was for them, and the Comanches would be punished
far trespassing upon their domains, Bince which time ·! have not heard any dissatisfaction e xpressed.
On the J st of August last, two Navajoes arrived at the Bosque from the Navnjo country,
one of whom was a son of Manueleto, a Navajo chief, vvho refused to come to the reservation
with this band. These Indians say they were sent by Manueleto and other bead men to ascertain if they ·would be permitted to come and live at the reservation, and that they were
afraid that they would be punished if they gave themselves up, especially those that ran
away from the reservation last year.
I gave these two Indians passes to return to their olJ country and1'eport to Manueleto and
the ir friends tho manner the Indians were treated on tho reservation, and to say to) them that
they could come to and live at the reservation, and .that they would not be harmed, but
trea ted like their people now located there. They started away, apparently well pleased with
the appearance of the Bosque.
Since their departure one hundred and twenty-two N ava:joes haYe arrived at the reservation from their old country, forty-two men, forty women and forty children, all of whom
except four deserted from the reservation last year; they were naked, sickly -looking, and
had the appearance of being starved. They report that their people now in their old country
are in a starving· and destitute condition; that they were constantly being harassed by the
troops and Indians hostile to them; that they could not raise any crops; and that all ·would
come to tho reservation if permitted to do so. I am of the opinion that n early all those
running at large will come to the reser-;ation before winter setfl in. .,.
·.¥
"'
,.
There is now under cultivation on the reservatiou alwnt throe thonsand eight hundred
acres of land, two thousand eight hundred acres of wh ich is a. government farm, and the
balance, one thousand acres, is cultivated exclusively by the Indians. The whole is under
the control of the commanding officer of Fort Smnner. Non-commissioned officers and
privates are detailed as overseers of the government farm, and tho Indians perform most of
tho labor of making acequias, ploughing, planting·, hoeing, &c.; a commissioned officer is
selected to take charge and mn,nage the working of the farm. Tho land is planted in wheat,
corn, oats, barley, pumpkins, melons, &c. A largo portion of the farm is, however, planted iu
corn, about one-quarter of which looks promising, but tho balance will not yield more than
one-third of a crop, whi ch failure is attributed to bad seed . I mn of the opinion that the
failure may be attributed to the inexperience of those who superintend the Indians and
manage the farm.
I am satisfied that officers w Lo have be«.>n selected to take charge of tho farm have used
every effort and done everything in their power to succeed in raising good crops; but it
canuot be expected that they could sueceed with inexperienced men to superintend the
Indians in their labor. Soldiers are detailed for this duty; many of them know but little
about farming; those that are acquainted ·with tarmiug will not take the necessary interest,
as th ey were Dot enlisted for this purpose.
I would suggest that four thousand acres of good land be cultivated as a government
farm for the purpose of subsisting the Navajoos in the following manner, which, if adopted,
and properly managed, I think will produce sufficient breadstuffs to subsist them, and a
•
nrpl us to pay off many of the employes.
Divide the four thousa nd acres into ton lots or fields; employ, to superintend the Indians
and teach them ia their laLor, for each field a good practical farmer and an assistant; make
him responsible for the public prop erty, imp lements, stock, &c., for working the farm,
and that tho land is properly cultivated; erect on each field a house for the farmer and
assistant to live in, aod sheds and corrals for the stock and implements; settle the Indians
who desire to work on the government farm on the outskirts of these fields, allotling to each
fami ly a little land for g·ardens and a permanent home. There should be employed eight or
ten mon who are acquainted with the principles of irrigation, and who have had experience
in lllaking ueequias. The whole should be un<ler the control of a good practical farmer.
The Apache Indians, numbering three hundred and thirty-five, (:335,) who were located ou
the Bosque Redondo r~~ervati~n, all deserted on th~ 3d of November, 1865, except.nine, "':ho
are still on there ervatwn. 'I he land they occupied has been consigned to theNavaJoes to hve
upon and cultivate. They planted it in corn, pumpkins, melons, &c., and their crops looked
promising. But unfortunately during this month, (August,) heavy rains fell, cau~ing the Pecos
river to oyerflow a large portion of their fields, damaging their corn crop consJdcrably, and
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washecl away many of their huts, implements, &c., and destroying their pumpkins, melons,
&c. The waters rose so suddenly that folilr children and one woman were drowned.
I would recommend that the Navajoes be furnished with at least twelve thousand (12,000)
head of sheep. That the ewes be purchased in New Mexico, and the bucks in the States. in
order to improve the stock. Sheep can be purchased in New Mexico for from three to four
dollars per head. Twelve thousand head of sheep would furnish them sufficient wool for
their blankets, which they can manufacture themselves.
In consequence of high water, I have not been able to ascertain the exact number of animals among· the Navajoes on the reservation, but it is estimated as follows:
Horses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 1, 050
Mules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
50
Sheep ............... .................. · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 100
Goats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
450
The amount of produce raised on the Navajo and Apache farms during the year 1865,
according to the books of the commissary department at ;Fort Sumner, is as follows, viz:
Pounds of corn ..................................................... 423, 58~
Pounds of wheat................................................... :34,113
Pounds Offlumpkins..... . ...... ...... .. .... ...... ...... ...... ...... 38,403
Pounds of beans...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3, 515
The cost of subsisting the Navajoes, according to the commissary's books, is as follows,
which amount does not include the pay of employes, but the actual cost of subsistence
stores delivered at the post of Fort Sumner:
FromJanuary11, 1865, to December 3, 1865 ..................... $74H,307 87
From January I) 1866, to July 31, 1866 .......................... 407,669 04
On July 31, 1865, there were on the reservation, of all ages and sexes, 8, 491 Navajoes.
There are now on tl1e reservation, of all ages and sexes, 6, 915, showing a decrease during the
year of J,576. The only manner that I can account for this large decrease is by deaths ancl
<le rrtions.
*
"'
*
*
*
*
*
*
"'
*
I am, Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
THEO. H. DODD,
United States Indian Agent for NaTJnjoes.
Colonel A. B. NoRTON,
Superintendent of Indian A.ffairs, Santa Fe, New Jlfexico.

No. 46.
HosPITAL, FoRT SuMNER, NEw l\hxiCo,
September 6, 1~66.
Sm: In compliance with your request, I make yon a. report of the state of the Indians-.
a~ regards their health, since I have entered upon <l u ty as their medical attendant, w hicll I_
(hd November, 1865. I enclose a consolidated repo1 t of the number treated, and class of
disease with which they were affected, since January 1, 1866, to August 31. As it is probable
you may have soon entire control of them, I do this, and add a few suggestions that you
may still further advance their welfare. I will give you a statement of how things are, and
were when I came here. I found the Indian hospital to consist of nine small rooms, measuring 15 Ly 1(3, two of which were occupied as surgery, kitchen, and two as attendant rooms,
leaving five for the sick, and which should admit of no more than twenty patients at a time,
but in which I have often been forced to put fifty (50.) But at the time I carne here the
ho pital was sufficiently capacious, there being no more than two or thrae in hospital at any
previous ·time.
The building is a regular tumble-down concern; even rain comes through the roof-in
fact I may say the place is only fit to keep pigs in. , o, having an idea of what it is, you
may :e the neces ity of a speedy change to a more suitable one. If the military puts up a
building according to the plan forwarded them some six months ago, I think we will have
. ometbing like a hospitaL You can see from my report the vast preponderance of syphilis
over very other di ea. e, and which will always be the case as long as so many soldiers
are around herf', becau. e the Indian women have not the slightest idea of virtue, and are
bought and sold by their own people like cattle. At pre cnt I think the di case ha- greatly
d .crea d, and I do not think that syphili l1as ever cau. ed the death or shorten d the lif~
of a in{!le Indian.
n thi res rvation I cannot !!ay I have seen a single case of constitutional syphilis. But
hat doe and will deer .a ·e the numb r of the tribe and finally wipe them out of xi tence is
the extcn. iv sy tern of abortion carried on by the young women. You may remark how
.'eldom it is a young woman ha a child; in fact, nonP of the women, exc pt they are thirty
or for y, ·v r think of having one, if th y can help it . o that two or thr childrPn are con~id r 1 a la!'g family.
INDIAN
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I would recommend you to try to keep the ·women as far from the fort as pos;;ible ; to build'
a good substantiA.! hospital; to employ a first-class physician, (and yon had better have a
O'OOd one or none at all,) always have a good supply of medicines, and, as far as my depart~ent is concerned, I believe you can do th,e Indbns a vast deal of good. They are remarkably healthy at present; no epidemic bas appeared among them since I came here.
And now, sir, hoping the scanty information I have given you may prove of benefit to the
fu tnre welfare of the Indians,
I am, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
M. HILLARY, M. R. C. S. Ireland,
Bre?J~;t

Colonel

THEO.

Co.ptain and Assistant SurgPon U. S. Army.

H. Dooo,

A!{entfor Savajo Indians , Fort Sumner, N. M.

Consolidated report of sick and wounded Indians under treatment from January 1, 1866, tO'
August ~~I, 1866, at Navajo Indian Hospital, Fort Smnner, New Mexico, under charge of
M. Hillary, brevet .:!aptain and assistant surgeon United States army:
Number remaining under treatment Deeember 31, 1865, 10; total number under treatment
for above period, 321 ; number discharged from hospital during above period, 309; number
died in hospital during above period, 4; number remaining in hospital August 31, 1866, 18.
The ten added to three hundred and twenty-one makes the aggregate 331.
Of the above number treated in hospital there were 235 cases of syphilis, the others being·
mostly diseases of bones, inflammation of the eye, itch, &c. Skin diseases come next in prevalence to syphilis, which is due to the uncleanly state of the skin, &c.
.
M. HILLARY, M. R. C. S. I.,
Brevet Captain and Assistant Szt11JC01l Un-ited Stales Army •.

No. 47.
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFI?AJRS,

Santa Fe, New Mexico, July 31, 1866.
Sm: Upon investigation I find that the Comanches have been attracted to this Territory
by the number of Mexican traders constantly visiting them with donkeys loaded with mer~bandise, and in many instances with whiskey and ammunition.
These traders exchange goods for cattle and horses, thereby giving a market and encouraging the Comanches to steal from the inhabitants of Texas and Arkansas, which I consider
very unjust to the people of those States; and I have no doubt that these Mexican traders,
being generally opposed to the Bosque, have incited the Comanches to make these late raids
upon the herds of the Navajoes, in order, not only to get their horses to sell and use, but also
to make the Navajoes still more dissatisfied with their situation; and, worse than al l, these
traders doubtless have supplied the Comanches with ammunition and whiskey.
On my way back from the Bosque I met not less than sixty or seventy of these donkeys,
loaded with goods, and about half that number of traders, and all claim to have permits to
trade with the Comanches from General Carleton, and in one instanee from General Pope.
But w ben I would ask for the permits, some other man ahead had it. In conferring with
General Carleton, I find that he has, in some instances, granted such permits, ·and when a
Mexican gets one, fifty will trade on the same license, claiming they are lloing business for
the man that bas the permit. This trade bas been really immense of late. I know of one
man here in Santa Fe who took about one hundred and fifty dollars' worth of goods there,
and came back with one hundred bead of Texas cattle-for his goods.
I consider that General Carleton really had no right to grant such permits. I believe be
thinks so himself now, and agrees to co-operate with me in putting a stop to it altogether. I
have therefore caused to be published an order revoking all permits heretofore issued and not
duly approve.d by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington, D. C., and stating that
all persons found violating this order should be punished to the full extent of the law.
Hoping that my action in this matter will meet " ·ith your approval, I am, very respectfn11y, your obedient ervant,
A. B. NORTON,
Superintendent of Indian A.f[airs.

P . '.-I think an agency stablished for these Comanches at Fort Bascomb, and a treaty.
would exert a wholesom e influence over them. I would make them, at least for the present,
an exception to the general resPrvation policy, of which I am in favor, for refLsons which I
will give you in the future.
A. B. N.
lion. D. N. CooLEY.
Commissioner of Indian A ffair s.
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No. 48.
OFJc'ICE SliPEIUNTEKDENT INDIAN AFFAiftS,

Santa Fe, New Mexico, July 29, 1866
Sm: On my return here from the Bosque I found a party of citizens from Tierra Amarilla
complaining that about .twelve bund~e~ Utes were in the neighborhood of that place.' ~nd
that they ·were in a very destitute concht10n, both hungry and naked, and were comm1t_tm~.
depredations upon their herds and turning their horses in upon their crops. They sa1d It
these Indians were given something to eat and som·e ammunition, that they would go off on
a hunt, and might not molest them until they might be able to g·ather their crops. I immediately sent for Mr. Manuel Garcia, sub-agent, living at Abiquiu, and, in accordance with
the suggestion of this delegation of citizens visiting me, I have taken the responsibility and
directed him to purchase two hundred sheep, at three dollars each, and distribute among
them.
I also purchased, in accordance with the request of said delegation, seventy-five
pounds of powder, two hundred pounds of lead, ten thousand caps, and one hundred pounds
of tobacco, which I gave him and took his receipt therefor, and di1·ected hint to proeeed immediately to Tierra Amarilla and distribute the sheep, ammunition, and tobacco, and to tell
the-!ll to go off on a hunt and stay as long as they can gain a subsistence, and that I could not
promise them anything more short of thirty days-it might be sixty. Does my ac.tion meet
with your approval, and shall I furnish them with any more provision, and to what extent?
If I am to furnish any more, you bad better send me the money for that purpose, as the
credit of the Indian department is so poor here that the people ask me forty dollars per head
for cattle that they say they are willing to take thirty dollars in cash for.
If I don't get a letter from you tq go to Port Stanton in a few days, I sha1l visit these Indians soon, and then shall be able to report more fully as to their condition. My 0wn opinion at present is that they should be got on the reservation as soon as p.ossil.Jle. I have just
seen ()olonel Kit Carson, and that is his opinion, and be and Colonel Dodd both join in
recommending that the location of said reservation ·be on the San Juan or Rio Los Animas,
which region of eountry they have both visited .and are familiar with. They say there i:;
abundance of wood and fine timber, excellent ·water, and a sufficiency of productive and tillable soil, and good bunting grounJ. I would therefore make the same suggestion with reference to this selection of the reservation, if it meets with your approbation, that I made witlt
reference to that of the Apaches below Stanton, to wit, that General Mitchell, General
Clark, and Colonel Dodd be authorized and empowered to accompany me and make the selection for said reservation .
I sugges~ that 9olonel Dodd be associnted with us, bceause, having prospected foi· gold in
all that region of country for over a year, he is more familiar with it, ·perhaps, than any
other man to be found in this Territory.
Archuleta hav:ing be~n suspended, asks for an inves tigation of all charges against him, and
that I ~e authonzed to mvestigate and report on the same.
Garcia, the sub-agent, who was stationed at Tierra Amarilla, bas removed to Abiquiu. He
seems to be a good-hearted and honest man, but is timid and really afraid of the Indians.
He says when the last goods wen~ distributed, ·that the Indians, although the superintendent
was present, were so dissatisfied with the goods on account of their small amount that they
were uncontrollable and appropriated n1any things to suit themselves, and that it was rea1ly
u.nsafe for an. agent to remain among them if be was without any money or goods to occaSlOnaU~ admmister to their wants. Hence you sec the necessity of the agency and military
pos! bemg at one. and the ~arne place .
. No ;mo~ey recet""ed yet from your department, and I do assure you that on that aceount my
fntuatiOn IS very embarrassing and by no means a pleasant one.
Very re. pectfnlly, your obedient serYant,

lion. D. N. CooLn·,
Commissioner of Indian A.ff'airs.

A. ll. NORTON,
Superintendent Indian A.tfairs, IYeu .Mexico.

·o. 4 .

Jlemurial to tlu· honorable Conrrrc ·s of the Umted Slates.
Yot~r ~emoriali~t , th

·?uncil and hou c of representatives of the legislative a!;S moly or
the 'Ierr1tory of ew lex1co, would most respectfully represent that for many years the
citizens of this T rritory have suff red annually in the los. of life and prop rty from the depredations of tb Indians in our midst and by whom we ate surrounded.
. y the report which ar. on fil _in the office of the secretary of this Territory, the los ot
llfe and property up to tlus da.tn IS a follows, yjz: 12:3 persons reported killed, 32 reported
y;ound <1. and 2J reported caphY . Prop rty , to! en: 3 55!) horses, mule , and a. - s: 13,473
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bead of cattle; anc1294,740 Lead of sheep and goats; valued at the total sum of.($1,377,329 60)
one million three hundred and seventy-seven thousand three hundred and twenty-nine dollars
and sixty cents.
More than eighteen years have now passed since our Territory\vas received, as such, under
t he protection of the govemment of the United States, and during all that number of years
our people have been suffering unceasingly from the loss of life and property, occasioned by
the incursions made upon them by the tribes of hostile Indians, notwithstanding the vigilance
of ourselves and the troops of the government.
.
In addition to the amount of reports made by la"· to the secretary of our Territory, we are
confident that many thousand horses, sheep, cattle, and other property in which our wealth
consists, have b0en, during the last two years, annually swept from us by these barbarians
which have not been reported. Our people lie dolvn to sleep surrounded by abundame, but
they arise in the morning to learn that during the night they have been robbed.
Sueh has been the condition of affairs in this Territory for a series of years, and although
some provision bas been maclf\ by the Congress of the United States to reimburse such of our
citizens as have been thus robbed by the savages of their property, it bas as yet been found
impracticable, on account of the complicated requisites of the law upon the subject, for those
\vho have suffered the loss to comply with the ref!uirem euts- of the law in force in making up
their claims for indemnification.
Your memorialists, in view of the faets above mentioned, and the impossibility of temedying them under existing lav.·s, vvould most respectfully request that a board of commissioners
be created, to consist of three persons to be ·appointed by the honorable Secretary of the Interior Department, to hear the complaints of our people, to examine the testimony presented
to establish the lossP-s our citizens have suffered by Indian depredations, and to report to the
Secretary of the Interior Department the amount that should be paid to the people of New
Mexico, so that those who are rightly entitled may receive their just dnes.
And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
Resolved, That the honorable secretary of the Territory be, and is hereby, requested to
forward certified copies of the above mem0rial to the Vice-President of the United States ,
with the request that he will communicate it to the honorable United States Senate, also to
the honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives of Congress, to the honorable Secretary of the Interior, to the honorable Commiss iouer of Indian Affairs, and to Hon . •T. Fran
cisco Chaves, our delegate in Congress.
MIGUEL E. PINO,
PTesident of tlte Coun nl.
SAMUEL ELLISON.
Speaker of the f!ouse of Represcntal'ires, N. llf.
Approved:
HENRY CONNELLY, Gm:ernm· z·.r. ll1.
I, \V. F. M. Arny, secretary of the Territory of New Mexico, do IJCreby certify that the
foregoing is a translated copy from the original in Spanish as passed by the legislature, wh ieh
is on file in my office.
In testimony whereof I haYe hereunto sot my hand and affixed my oflieial seal at Santa F6,
[:sF.AL.] New Mexieo, this ~d day of February, l o66.
W. F. M. ARNY,
Secretary T erritory of New M exico .

COLORADO SUPERIN'rENDENCY.
No. 50.
CoLoRADO TF.RRITORY,
Denver, October 10, 1866.
Sm: From the time I assumed charge of the duties of this superintendency until the
arrangements were pelfected for my recent visits to the different bands of Indians, as agreed
upon per. onally with you in Washington, the history of its affairs, during a period of seven
to eight months, ·will be found fully covered by tho correspondence which I had tbe honor to
conduct with the department during- that time.
"When I arrived in the Territory in October, 186G, the annual distributions bad been made,
and my predecessor bad but just returned from his intervi ew with the Tabequacbes, to whom
he had given annuities of goods and stock. He was under the impres ion that the Indians,
when be parted wit_h them, bad resolved to go across the mountains toward or into their
reservation.
The Uintah and \Vampa or Green River bands had received their presents from their agent,
Major D. C. Oakes, and had gone back to their mouutuin home, whero they remained during
Sut' EIUNTE ·nEXCY or
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the wmter, with an occasional foray after their hereditary enemies, the Arapahoes and
Cheyennes, but making no disturbance with the white settlements.
.
.
.
It would seem however that the Tabequaches never had much Idea of gomg to their
re ervation, or, if 'they had, they very soon abandoned, it. A. fre~uent mu~tering of discontent
with their present condition led to the correspondence whiCh IS on file m your departl?-ent,
particularly letters dated 14th and 2J st of February and March 2, marked ~· B, .c, .copies of
which are annexed, and finally to your order that I should meet the~ and mquu;e mto~ and
endeavor to remove, the causes of complaint. Your order also authonzed a council for tl:e~ty
with the other bands. Both of these missions have been executed to the best of InY ability.
It was my purpose, upon my return a few days ago from the Conejos agency, to have made
special reports of these two meetings, but, upon reflection, I ha~e concluded it best to embo~y
them in this annual report, as by this means, with my previous correspondence, you will
have a cunnec:ted account of the entire transactions through the year.
In compliance with your instructions I bad telegraphed from Philadelphia to Agent Oakes
to make arrangements 'vith the Indians of his charge to meet for council in Middle Park
about August 15, and in pursuance of the same authority associated with me, as a commis·
sioner, the Hon. A. C. Hunt, of Den1er. In accordance with that appointment I met them
in council, l1aving two principal objects in view: first, to induce them to give up the lands
now claimed and occupied by them ; and second, if possible, to persuade them to join their
relativ,es (the Tabequachcs) on the reservation prescribed by the treaty of 1H63-'64.
The necessity for the first of these objects arises from the fact that settlers are constantly
going to their country, and that roads are being made through it, very much to the dissatisfaction of the Indians. I took with me to this meeting, in accordance with your authority,
a quantity of provisions and cattle, and part of the goods which had been stored in Denver
for a year or two past. I met the Indians under very favorable c.ircumstances; found them
in a very good humor, with only occasional exceptions; but 1 soon learned that they were
utterly averse to parting with the lands in question, and also unwilling to even entertain tbe
proposition of permitting roads to be made through their grounds.
After discussing these questions with them during several days, in various councils, I ventured to illustrate to them, by n. map drawn upon tbe ground where we were sitting, that
much of the land to which they laid claim had already been surrendered to the g·overnment by
their relatives the Tabequache Utes, who had claimed to have a right to it, and had sold it
by treaty. This exasperated them very much, and they at once pronounced, without any dissent, that this pretension was a great wrong and outrage upon them as a people. They said
the Tabequaches had never sold these lands, but if they bad done it they had no right whatever to do so. They said the country they were now occupying was thPir own huntingground; that it " ·as the only locality in which they could find game, and that no power
hould disturb them in their possession of it.
I persi ted so long iu the effort to induce them to abandon their claim and go over to the
White river to a reservation in the immediate vicinity of the Tabequache reserve, that it
eemed likely at one time to lead to unpleasant consequences, and 1 therefore ceased from
further effort in that direction, and confined myself to the endeavor to induce them to enter
into a treaty for allowing roads to be made through their grounds, with an agreement on their
part not to disturb those engaged in constructing the roads or settling upon them, and for them ·
to surrender to government authority any individuals among t.hem who might commit wrongs.
It would be difficult to convey to you any adequate idea of the amount of concession they
think they were asked to make in this proposition. They are quite intelligent, and point
with great earnestness to the condition of all the places wh ere the whites have obtained a
foothold. And they say with great force that if roads and settlements are allowed to be
made in their present hunting ~~;rounds, which is all that is left to them, the game \Yill vanish
a~~ they will S?on be left to starvation. Even now the gn.n:e is scarce, and they find it very
d1fficult to obtam fo(ld from the chase, or skins to traffic for the articles they need from the
whites. Duling my recent visits, I traversed the ground over which these Indians roam,
through a great extent, covniog a spH.ce of not less than four hundred miles from north to
. onth in the mountains, and westward from the foot-hills not less than one hundred miles,
far beyond the sno·wy rangP. through the region known as the Middle Park, crossing the South
Park several times, and extending westward far into the San Luis valley, and southward
almo t to the line of New Mexico, and during all my journeyings I did not see ufficient game,
if it bad all been secured, to sub. ist the inmates of a single lndiao lodge for a month! It
will readily be seen how imperativc•ly . ncb a :tate of things as this call.· for the Nnnest aml
beneficent intervention of the government.
The e bands the ~intahs and \Vampas, are a qniet, peaceably-eli posed people; ay they
want to live on fri ndly term. wi~h tb whites, and deprecate uny cause of disturbance between them. barge · ar m~ul agnm.tthem, which are not improbable, that they occa. ionally
go to the ettlem£>nt:; and k1ll cattl('. They are often pre sed by hunger when tb ir lmuting is
nn. ucc s ·fu!, and many of. the.- cbarg . of d predation are tiUe. 'l'h P, natural anger of the
ttl rs lead~ to ~he . ~ootmg of the lndmns who attempt to steal cattle, and the bloouy rrpri al of the Ind1ans 1. tb ·au.. of nearly every war.
Th re ult of a protra ·t 'd fiort is the tr.eaty which I have the honor to forward. Although
not wbat I l1ad propo •fl to my If to obt:un, I am . me it will be productive of great .good.
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Immediately upon my return from this expedition, having previously despatched some of
the goods which were at Denver, I repaired to the Conejos agency, in the San Luis valley,
to meet the Tabequaches.
· My mission there was of a different charaeter, inasmuch as a definite treaty had been entered into ·with those Indians, and my object was to get them to carry it out. But what seemed
to be a very simple and plain object proved much more difficult of accomplishment than the
purpose aimed at with their northern relatives.
Although they have shown no open hostility, their depredations being confined to stealing·
cattle, though in considerable numbers and in some cases illi1king very serious gdevances tOo
individuals, yet it is very evident they have been_ in quite a bad humor for a long time.
They make very grave allegations against the government, or the government authorities.
They assert, roundly, that the treaty by which it is now claimed they are bound is not the
treaty to which they agreed. They say that the boundaries of the lands surrendered by them,
as well as of the •lands reserved to them, are not in accordance with their understanding.
It will be readily understood that it was impossible for them to comprehend what the
amendments meant, when I state that the treaty reprinted as amended was not used in the
council. But the paper presented for ratification simply stated, in the usual form of journalizing in a legislative body, that certain words in given lines should be strickert out, and other
words substituted, no statement being shown of what the articles would be when changed.
And these alterations occupied two or three pa.ges, making it difficult, if not impossible, even
for an intelligent reader without the treaty before him to understand what the changes ac<.'Omplished. 'l'heir assertion is therefore credible when they say they did not comprehend
the changes effected by the amendments, and they assert, also, that the provision for compensation for their lands as set forth in the present treaty is uot what was agreed upon. They
claim that the stoek and animals they were to have were reduced in number, and that the
periods over which the annuities were to extend were for fifteen years and not five years, as
they now stand in the treaty. And what is quite remarkable in this connexion, the interpreters agree with them, as does also Major L. Head, their agent, in these assertions.
In reply to my remark to them that they l1ad agreed to this treaty and its amendments, they
said it was such an agreement as the buffalo makes with his hunters when pierced with arrows:
all he can do is to lie down and cease every attempt at escape or resistance. They said the
Great Father at Washington had sent them soldiers with guns and all the means of a terrible
war, and they could only submit. But, notwithstanding all this, they would have reeonciled .
themselves with the terms of the treaty, if it bad been fulfilled even in accordance with its
present provisions, which it is not pretended bas been done in a single instance.
When I pointed them to the fact that I had come among them without arms, without sol<liers, with an open band, and words of kindness and good-will from the Great Father at
·w ashington, they said th ey hearrd these words gladly, and if they were faithfully carried out
all would yet be well. They said the Great Father bad received lands from them, and was
rich enough to pay them all that was agreednpon. But still, if he would not do tha't, and
would fulfil the treaty as it now stood without delays, t.hey would try to be content.
I was much snrprised to find the destitute condition of these Indians. They ·were in llfJ
wise so comfortable in their circumstances as the Indians of the Middle Park agency. "While
a few of them had blankets or skins, or other clothing, the appearance of the mass of them
was that of squalid wretchedness, many of them bein~ nearly naked. And this was during·
the bunting season, when they were far better provided than during the previous winter. I
learned that the utter destitution was such that to preserve them from actual starvation their
agent was under the necessity of supplying them with food through the winter and spring,
and I was informed by General Carson that their frequent appeals for food to him at Fort
Garland bad compelled him to apply to the commanding general of the department for authority to issue rations to them to save them from miserably perishing from hunger. Of
course, it will at once be seen that this condition of things cannot last, and the question
arises, what is the remedy?
After the most careful and thoughtful consideration of the whole subject, I have arrived at
the con~lusion that the on~y course to be pursued is, by such meaus as the g·overnment may
deem w1se to adopt, to umte all the different bands and fragments of the Utes into one body
and to offer them such inducements as will insure their concentration in a selected portion of
the country. If the territory assigned to the Tabequaches is not sufficient-as it evidently is
not-then let it be enlarged or exchanged for another more spacious; maintain a sufficient
military force in the vicinity to repress disorders a.nd prevent encroachments by whites o1·
Indians on eithet· side; and by treaty agree to give them a sufficient number of cattle and
sheep to insure them the means of living when they cannot obtain game. A proper effort in
this direction might induce them to engacre
in pastoral pursnits when they would not adopt
0
a general agricultural life.
This was evidently the intention of the government making the tr aty with tbe Tabcquaches, but thus far it ha. failed enti rely-mainly because of the manner in which the treaty
has been fulfilled, or, rather, disregarded-because but little attention seems to have bren
paid to its terms.
My interview with the Tabequaches satisfied me that it would not be difficult to induce
them . by liberal treatment on the part of the government. to adopt th e cours snggested.
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Their minds haYe been poisoned on the subject of a reserYution, and tl1ey have been made to
believe that it wets a sort of corral in wbich they were to be confined; and when I explained
to them that it was a home with which they were to be provided, and on which they were to
be made comfortable, and where .tbey could approach the condition which the whites en
joyed, each having his own rights well defined, it made a marked difference in their temper
and disposition.
It certainly will not answer to let them remain as they now are, on the borders of the settlements, subject to all the malign influences of the bad men in the neighborhood, without
ftny of the advantages of civilized life. This matter must first be disposed of, if only as a
question of humanity to the Indians. And, in the second place, the demands of the people
who are flocking into the country from every direCtion, along the foot hills of the mountains,
in the mines, and on the banks of every stream, require that they should be removed to prevent the constant uneasiness and occasional alarms that now prevail. The demands of the
citizens are not unreasonable; they see no reason why there should not be the same effort
made by the public authoritie~ to protect them as has been done for all the frontier settlements since the foundation of the government.
·
The Utes have been the most peaceable o.f all the mountain or plain Indians, and have
Yen resisted the efforts of bad white men to induce them to engage in depredations. During
my visit a case was brought before me, and established quite satisfactorily, of a man who
had formerly been engaged in the sen·ice of the government as an interpreter who had endeavored to incite them to raids upon the settlements, using as a pretext the failure of the
governmen t to fulill its treaty stip ulations; but they steadily resisted this fiendish effort,
:;aying they had faith in the purposes and wish of the Groat Father.
It will naturally be asked how many of theEe people there are to provide for as I have suggested, and I confess this question puzzles me. The numbers in the two agencies of this
superintend ency have usually been estimated at from 8,000 to 10,000. I have no doubt that
this is very much exaggerated, and I incline to tho belief that half that number would be a
fairer estimate; from what I can learn, the other bands of Utes, the Mobuaches, Capotes, &c.,
do not much exceed them, so that it would not be difficult for the government to adopt
moasur6s which, while liberal to the Indians, ·w ould actually be economical as well as humane, so that if, as is now evident, they are destined to vanish from the earth, theh· extinction may be unaccompanied by cruelty.
In relation to the Indians in charge of Agent Taylor, of this superintendency, I lmvo
nothing to report, for the reason that they have been, during the year, under the care of the
special ugeney appointed by the department with a view of settling the ~:01·ious difficulties
cx iRting with them.
I have the honor to be. Yery Tospectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER CUMMINGS,
Go1;ernor and ex-officio Superintendent Indian Ajj'airs, Colorado Territory .
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian A.ffain, Waslnngton, D. C.

P. ~..:~ .-I had closed the foregoing report, and was mu~h gratified in being· al>le to announce
to you th e condition of affairs as they existed, and that during the year of my superintendency
there had been no Indian war. As I was about to forward it, however, I received, by special
messenger, n, communication from General Carson, commanding at Fort Garland, enclosing
:t despatch from Colonel Alexander, recently in command of Fort Stevens, which I imwediately forwarded to you, first by telegraph and afterwards by mail.
It appears from these communications that, wliile this Territory is the scene of trouble and
~1isaster, the Indians of this superintendency arc, thus far, in no way implicated. But it is
~mpossible to predict, with any certainty, what may be the result of the present disturbance
m the southern portion of the Territory. l have great hope, however, from General Carson's
well-known influence over the Indians, that, assisted by his prudent counsel, Agent Read may
be able to av rt what seems to be an impending calamity. I have no further reliable information than that already communicated to yon, hut casual reports show the " ·bole southern
country to he in a state of great alarm.
A. CUMMINGS.
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Denver, Fehrua1·y J4, 1 6i.i .
•·m: I bav lh · honor to ac.:knowledg rec ipt of your letter of :February J, containing
directions for the ondu ·t of Indian affairs in this superintendency, and the returns, report ,
c., nece ary to be made. It ·ontains sufficient instructions to enable me to conform my
pro e ding· fo th(;' u ng · of tb department.
pon my anh·al in thi ..T rritorr, I made inquiry of my predece.. or and of his clerk for
Lh rnl . n t
ar · to r~y mformatton and guidance in the tran action of Indian busines ,
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but could obtain nothing more definite than a reference to what had been the usual practice
of former superintendents of Indian affairs in questions which might arise under their superintendence.
I imme<liately placed myself in communication with the different agencies. Major D. C.
Oakes, agent for the· Uintah and Green H.iver bands, was residing in Denver, and had had
little intercourse with the Indians of his agency since his appointment. 'fhe residence of the
agent, more than 200 miles from the Indians whom he is expected to care for, seemed to me
to be entirely contrary to the intention of the department. In order that the agent should
have a proper knowledge of the wants of the Indians, and obtain the influence with them
wl;lich he must necessarily possess to enable him to exercise a proper control over their movements, it appeared to me essential that he should live near or with the tribes whieh he is
appointed to take charge of. Agent Oakes had, under the instructions of Governor Evans,
made an attempt last summer to have an interview with the Indians of his agency, with a
view to find a place suitable for a reservation for them in the vicinity of the reservation
established by the treaty of 1864 with the main body of the trib\'l, under the agency of
Major Head. He had failed entirely to accomplish th~ object of that expedition, and had
:eturn:ed to Denver about the time of my arrival here.
·
Circumstances were transpiring which seemed to me to require renewed attention to th e
subject.
.
. ·
.
'l'he overland stage line had just completed a survey for a new route for their line from
this point through the mountains to Salt Lake. The road had been in large part finished,
and the company announced their intention to place their stages upou it in the early spring.
This road traverses for a long distance the country occupied by these two bands of Indians.
[n anticipation of the adoption of this. new route of travel, immigrants in considerable num bers were making arrangements to establish themselves upon it. One party alone, numbering
from twenty-five to thirty persons, supplied with all the means of settlement, ag-ricultura1
implements, &c., corn and other grain for seeding· in spring, were about to leave here fo r
the western part of the Territory upon that route.
Under an apprehension that, unless suitable guards were thrown around their movements ,
difficulties might arise between the settlers and the Indians, I deemed it wise, with arenew al of the instructions given by Governor Evans to Agent Oakes, to despatch him immediately to the region of country occupied by these two bands, with such additional iustruntions (copy of ·which are enclosed) as would secure the prevention of collision between the·
Inclians and the st3ttlers, and also, if possible, to find a suitable site for a reservation, as before indicated. He was delayed somewhat in making his arrangements for starting; but,
notwithstanding, left under very favorable auspices, and bad erossed the Snowy Range, and
proceeded a considerable distance into the Middle Park, nearly hnJf-way on his journey,
when he met with a disaster which compelled him to return.
In enclose a copy of his report to me, marked Aa.
I regret that this second attempt should have failed so signally. 1 bad hoped by this tim e
to have received from him a report giving a full account of the condition of the Indians,
which I could have submitted to the department for its .action in regard to the disposition of
these bands.
I think it highly important that a treaty should be madr. with these Indians at the earliest
practicable moment, to prevent the possibility of aggressions by either party on the other,
which might lead to trouble and perhaps loss of life, and would certainly involve the government in large expense. Perfect security can in my opinion only be oLtained by promp t
action.
So soon as the weather permits, I propose to send Agent Oakes again to the Indians ot
hi agency, and if possible will visit them myself, and will promptly advise you of the resul t.
I am, very respectfully , your obedient servant,
A. CUMMINGS,
Governor anrl ex-officio Superintendent lnrlian Affairs, C. T.
Hon. D. N. CoOLEY,
Co mmiss·ioner of Indian Ajj"airs, Washington, D. C.

~0.

52.
DENVEll,

February J2, J8o6.

' m: I deem it my duty under existing ci r~..:ttmstance:; to make a special report to you in

relation to thfl affairs of this agency.
On the 26th of September last I made a distribution of presents to my Indians at Empire,
C. T., who immediately thereafter crossed the range en route to their usual winter hunting
grounds in the western part of the Territory. While at the distribution they gave me every
assurance of their firm friendship to th wh ites and desire to remain at peace with them. I
informed them that the overland mail road was being constructed through th eir bunting
grounds, and the wish of the government, as expressed by Superintendent Evans, that they
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should assist in protecting the same. ~o this their answ_er w~s that t~eY: were willing the
road should be constructed through then country, but wished to be d1stmctly understood
t.hat they objected to theloration of settlements along the same other than those actually
necessary for the stations. Superintendent Evans made a speech to Antbro, one o~ their
headmen, in which be pxomised that a satisfactory treaty should be made with them for the
huntino- gTounds wliich would be affected by the location of the pxoposed road, which speech
I after~ards xepeated to the other chiefs, by order of Superintendent Evans. I am informed
by General Hughes, who is constructing the road, tba.t it is completed from Salt Lake City
to Green river in this Territory, a distance of 175 miles, and the hardest part of the road to be
constructed, and that a train of twenty-three wagons was brought from there to Denver, and
that be intends to have the entire road completed from Denver to ·Salt Lake in the spring, or
early in the summer, which is generally believed be will accomplish. The completion of this.
road will open to our hardy and adventurous prospectors an immense area of country ot
which but little bas heretofore been known, but which has ever since the settlement of the
Tenitory attracted much attention.
Last summer gold, silver, and coal were discovered in this section, which is reported to have
many fertile valleys, abundance of timber and water powexs, a fine climate, and all the
requixements for profitable occupation. Many parties are prepaxing to invade this new land
eaxly in the spril'lg, one of which bas already staTted and is now wintering just beyond the
l·an~e, waiting for the melting of the snow to xesume travel. In view of these facts I deem
it of the utmost importance, both to the general government and to the Tenitory, that a treaty
be made with the Grand River and Uintah bands at as early a day as possible. It is important to the· govern ment, as a matter of economy, that it be made immediately, as it will be
.attended with little expense in comparison with what will be necessary if it shall be neglected
until t}Je rights of the Indians are trespassed upon; which, under existing circumstances, it
will be next to impossible to prevent, and which would sooner or later, and probably imme·
tliately, incite them to open war against the whites.
These Indians occupy a mountainous country inaccessible at present, except in the summer
"eason, and then only with pack animals; a war with them would consume several years ef
time aud a frightful amount of treasure. Your instructions of the 2d December last directed
me to find a suitable place for a reservation and to locate an agency, also to confer with the
Indians in reference to a treaty for the relinquishment of the lands through which the proposed mail road is located. I bad hoped to fulfil so :rpuch of the instructions as related to
the location of ~be reserva_tion ~nd a.gency during the present winter, but did not expect to
get t~elind1~ns ~nto council until spnng, they being scattered over a large extent of country
pur mng tberr wmter hunt.
1!nfortunate.ly I ~a.ve been prevented from accomplishing either result thus far, having my
~ntue outfit of proVISIOns and camp equipage destroyed by fire, and being compelled to return
from acro s~ the range on snow shoes, leaving my pack animals behind, as I have bad the
bono~ prev10u~ly to report to you. The probabilities now are that I shall not be able to get
supplies suffiCient for the continuance of the expedition across the range before April. I
respectfull:y submit the following suggestions in reference to a treaty with these Indians :
That I be mstructed to collect them at some suitable place by the 1Otb of June next ; that the
Hot Sulphur Springs in the Middle Park be adopted as the place of council, and that I b e
furnished with provisions sufficient to feed them not only while there, but while coming from
and returning to .tbeir bunting grounds.
I offex the following estimate of what will be needed for this purpose, viz:
15,000 pounds flour, 20 cents, (Denver price)---··· .................... ·-- -- - $3,000 00
"
.. _....... .. ....•••. _..... -.... .
] ,500 pounds sugar, 45 cents,
675 00
300 pounds coffee, 50 cents,
"
. _.. _............ __ ............ 150 00
500 pound<~ tobacco, $1 25,
"
.....•...... __ ................. .
625 00
40 head of beef cattle, probable cost, $ 0-.-- ..... ---- . - ......... - .... - . . 3,200 00
Probable cost of transportation, 12 cents ...... _..... __ .. .. ............ _..... . 2,076 00
Total .. .... - ----- ______ --···- ...... ______ -- -- ·- · ----····- .... ....... .

9,726 00

Your instructions of December last say, "If the I ndians desire to communicate with thi
office, or with governmel':lt ~brough_ thi~ ?ffice, you will afford them every facility for doing

:o." In reference to tb1s mstruchon 1t 1s proper for me to state that my pack animals axe

only sufficient to carry the pro~isions and camp equipage of my small party, consisting, with
my elf, of four_ persons, and 1t wo~ld not be possible for me to bring to D enver and teed on
the trip ~ uffic1 nt_ nm;nb ~ _of lndJans to n;take a treaty which would be binding on there t
of the tn~e, and tli1s <h .. ab1hty on my part 1.s a further argument in favor of the uggestions
that supphes be forward d aero. tbe range !n wagons in June, or a· early as practicable, to
om pomt wher y u ·ould sc· and confer m person with all the chiefs and headmen of th~
trib .
. , ncb an int n:iew hnd nt . orne P?i.n~ on the west side of the rang would tend greatly to
J1s rmrnge tl m from con:.tuntl:· YJSJtmg the ettlements on this ·ide of the mountains, a
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they did last year, to the great annoyance of the settlers and to theimminent danger of the
public peace.
I make these suggestions in good faith, trusting that you will not consider that I am presuming- to dictate.
Very respectfully, yoar obedient sen·ant,

DANIEL C. OAKES,

United Slates Tndian Agent.

His Excellency ALEXANDER CUMMINGS,
Governor and ex-officio Slupcrintcndent of Indian A.tfairs.

No. 53.
PHILADELPlliA, June 9, 1866.
a~ our last interview, I am
impelled to the conclusion that it is now too late to accomplish the purposes proposed in my
correspondence in February la8t, to which I beg leave to call your attention, at least so far
as the Tabequache-Utes are concerned, so as to effect their transfer to their new reservation
within the present year. ln relation to the Uintah and Green river band~ the case is somewhat different, and steps may be taken now in reference to them, looking to the same end I
proposed in that correspondence.
In lieu, therefore, of the plan then submitted, I would no'rv suggest that a formal council
be held with the latter in the month of August, say about the 5th, for the purpose of making
a treaty with them that will accomplish the surrender of that portion of their territory necessary to the security of the new line of travel and the settlements incident to it, and also their
consent to settle on a reservation in close proximity to that now occupied by the Tabequaches.
This can be done in .August, perhaps, as well as at an earlier period, inasmuch as it would,
in any event, only be a preparatory step to an arrangement to be carried into effect next
year.
With regard to the Tabequacbes, I think it would be well to make an ·effort to have as
general an assemblage of the tribe as possible at the annual distribution of the goods and
provisions, to take place, say, about the 20th of .August ; and endeavor to withhold their
cattle and sheep this year, with the distinct assurance that the full number belonging to this
year and the next shall be given them as early as may be desired in the coming spring, with
a view to secure their certain transportation to their reservation during the summer. This
can be readily dcne, so far as next year's supply i~r concerned, as the next session of Congress is a short one, and the appropt·iation bills will be certain to pass before the 4th of
March. This plan will, probably, involve a larger expenditure than would have been incurred if my first suggestions had been acted upon and the plan I proposed had been carried
out, because you will naturally have to teke greatJ)ains to keep the Indians in good,humor,
which will be rendered more difficult by withhQl ing their cattle this year, and will necessarily require some compensating measures. The increased expenditure, however, will be a
small consideration when compared with the resuU to be obtained.
I feel quite confident that, with a little effort and the skill you have usually evinced in the
management of the Indian affairs, you will be able to accomplish it.
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Sm. : .After mature reflection on the subject of the -conversation

ALEXANDER CUMMINGS,

Governor of Colorado Territory, ex-officio Superintendent Indian Affairs.

Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian A.ffairs .

No. !14.
INDIAN 0FF'ICE, July 22, 1866.
dm: In view of the uneasy condition of the Utah, or Ute, Indians of Colorado, the complaints made by the various bands, and the apprehension felt by the whites lest they may be
induced to commence hostilities, it is deemed advisable that measures be taken at the earliest moment possible to meet those Indians in council, and obtain a full and satisfactory understanding with them. Conferences will be necessary with both the Tabequache-Utes, who
are under treaty stipulations, and with the Grand River and Uintah bands.
In relation to the former bands, you will be able, it is thought, in connexion with the
agent, to explain to them the reasons why they have not received all of the stock promised
to them by treaty-their own failure or refusal to remove to the reservation agreed upon being the prevailing reason; and you will endeavor, by all proper means, to persuade anu
induce those bands, including those which have remained north of the mountains, and :Jssociated with the Grand River bands, to join the remainder of their people, assuring them of
the desire of the government to provide for them at their proper r9servation.
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With the Granu River and Uintah bands, hitherto considered as in charge of Agent Oakes,
you will, with him, endeavor to negotiate a treaty by which they shall cede to the government all their rights of occupancy to lands in the northern and western parts of Colorado,
and retire to such reservation as may be provided further south, and, if possible, in the
nei ghborhood of, or in connexion with, the 'l'abequache-Utes, to whom they are allied.
Further instructions in detail are not deemed necessary, but you are referred to the tenor
of the conversations recently had with the Secretary of the Interior and myself upon this
subject as your basis of action. I need scarcely allude to the necessity of limiting, as far
as possible, the amount whkh the government will be called upon to pay for a cession of the
right of occupancy of the land by the Indians, but deem it of importance that, so far as possible, no promises of money annuities shall be made, but that all payments shall be made in
stock animals, impl001ents, goods adapted to their wants, and for other beneficial objects.
For further reference as to the general policy adopted by the department in its treaties
with Indians, your attention is invited to the withiri copies of instructions furnished to treaty
commissioners appointed in August, 1865.
You will associate with you Agent Oakes in your negotiations with the Grand River and
Uintah bands. As it is reported that these Indians are expected to assemble about August
12th, it seems very desirable that you should be at hand to meet them as near that date as is
practicable.
Trusting that, by the exercise of sound judgment and ·wise d~scretion, you may be able to
reac h a satisfactory settlement with the Indians of Colorado,
I remaiu, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
.
.
D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner.
Hon . .A. CU:\11\IINGS,
Governor of Colorado, Continen tal Hotel, Philadelphia.

No. 55.
SUPERili]TENDENCY INDIAN AFFAIRS, COLORADO TERRITORY,

Denver, October IL J EGG.
SIR : I hall the honor to forwaru you yesterday by telegraph a copy of a letter from General Kit Carson, enc.losing extracts ti·om one fonvarded by him to me from Colonel Alexander, in relation to a recent outbreak of Ute Indians in the southern part of this Territory. I
now enclose copies of those letters in full, together with my reply to General Carson. The
emerg~ncy seemed to me to require that you should have the information immediately, hence
I sent 1t by telegraph as soon as received. This occurrence is to me as yet wholly inexplica:ble. I returned only a week ago from my visit to the Tabequaches, leaving t.he affairs
wrth them, a I telegraphed to yon, in quite a satisfactory condition .
. everal chiefs of the bands now engaged .in this disturbance were present at my interview
wr.th the Tabequacbes. General Carson had kindly sent for them, with the hope of having
a f ul~ understanding with them, as well as with the Indians of my superintendency. They
are, m fact, so closely related that he thought it well they should all understand what was
going on. They had come with apparent cheerfulness, and we left them in, as I supposed,
a good humor; and I think now there must have been some blunder to have produced this
altered condition. Their chief, Ankotasl1, who seemed to be the chief of all the Mohuach es,
(Taos Indian , ) was supposed to be a fair representative of their temper, and to ,,·hom Carou alludes, had certainly no other than a peaceable disposition.
A few days more will throw further light upon it, I suppose. There is but a weekly mail
from here to Fort arland, and for that reason I despatched my letter in reply to Geneml
·
Carson by a special messenger, by which we gain five or six days.
I am, V<'ry respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER CUMMINGS,
Oov£-rnor, ex -officio Superintendent of Indian A.fj'airs.
Hon. D. ... . 'OOLEY,
'ommissioner of Indian A.Duirs, lf'usltington, D. C.

l'OI T GARL.\.'D, CoLOR.\DO TERRITORY, October 7, 1 '66.
Endo ed I have th honor to fonmrd a letter of Colonel Alexander·~
c1f Octobc~r :3, 1 6G. By it you will . c that war, with Cuneatch's band at least, has commenc d. Yc:t rday 'll~y came to thi po. t to seem ; he ,·ays he will not Hght. Anlwtn.. h
i with them. IV! has b twe n 90 and J 00 lodges.
llun · ord red them to camp in the vicinity of the post and not to go to the Huerfnuo to
r ·c ·ivc tb ir pr. en.ts on the :.>.4t?, and would suggest the propriety of our . till keeping fuiLl1
·ith th m and 1 mnoo th m theu pre eut on that date at some point in the vicinity c•f tim·
DC.\R

pO:o.
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I am in hopes, from Ulay's action, that the war will not be g-eneral. Some young men with
all the bands will probably go on the war path, but, with discretion, I hope to avoid the
greater eyil.
It vi"ill be better for the people of Colorado not to commence hostilities with the Tabequaches
until they see wliat they intend to do, as I believe they intend to keep peaceable.
•
All the Indians that come in here of course I shall have to feed. Write at once and tell
me what funds of the Interior Department you have on hand to spare for this purpose, as I
wish to report at once to the commanding general.
Respectfully yours,
C. CARSON,
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. Volunteers.
Governor CUMMINGS,
Denver, Colorado Territory.

TRINIDAD, COLORADO TERRITORY, October 3, 1866.
DEAR CARROLL: I wrote you this morning, but, as I have had a severe skirmish since
with the Indians, I do not send the note. I killed about thirteen of them, and lost private
Bruxson killed, and privates Cooley and ·willis wounded, not dangerously. I had them
handsomely whipped, but unfortunately got out of ammunition and stopped. Just as I had
finished the enclosed to General Carleton, a citizen came and told me they were going to
fight. I immediately mounted and took the gallop. Upon reaching a point five mile~ up
the river, I saw them attack a ranch. They, however, retreated, when they saw me conung,
leisurely towards the mountains. I pressed them sharply, and had them on the sharp when
my ammunition gave out.
They did not follow me, except a few men to try and get their dead, which I brought off.
I want Captain Stewart to break up their camp and move down on t.he plateau where the
fort was to have been, encamp compactly there, and throw up some slight breastworks.
Willis is shot in the knee with a ball, and Cooley in the side with an arrow.
Yours in haste,
A. J. ALEXANDER.
Lieutenant C.\RROLL, Port Stevens.

SUPERINTENDENCY OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, COLORADO 'l'ERHITORY,
Denver, October 11, 1866.
GEN ERAL: I received your letters, enclosing one from Colonel Alexander relating to t!t~ · ·
Indian troubles. The government, as well as myself personally, are under obligations for.·
your prompt information, as well as for your valuable services in quieting, so far as possible, .
th e Indians in your vicinity.
I send to-day a special messenger with a view to the security of the annuHy goods, which 1
are on the road to Pueblo, and will reach there probably by the 14th instant. My j ndgment
accords with yours as expressed in your letter of the 7th instant, and I will issue the g oods
at or near the time appointed, if it can be accomplished. The difficulty in the way, bowever, is that the contract for delivery of the goods is for the Huerfano, near th e crossing.
The party having the contract is unwilling, in the present uncertain condition of afffui t:s, to
und ertake to deliver the goods across the mountains. The wagons are loaded for the- roads
of the plains country, and be says are not in a condition to cross the mountains. I would
sugges t, therefore, that you send a sufficient escort immediately to Pueblo, where ths. trains
will remain until the escort arrives there, as I deem it entirely unsafe, from what I learn, to
permit them to go unprotected from Pueblo to the crossing.
Th en, in addition, if you were to send, with some otl1er troops, as many Indians as you
could safely confide in, with their ponies, say fifty to one hundred, they could relieve the
train of much of the weight of blankets or other goods, and the wagons would th ~n be so
relieved as to enable th e contractor to convey the remainder to the fort without difficulty.
I submit this matter to your better judgment, and am sure you will adopt the wisest course
under the circumstances. I will meet you at the crossing, as originally agreed upon, and
hope that by our joint efforts some plan will be atlopted to secure the peace of the- neighborhoot}, and enable the government to maintain its faith with the Indians who remain deserv- ·
ing of its consideration.
You will oblige me by communicating the contents of this letter to Agent HE>ad, who wilL
of course, be pre. ent according to appointment.
Your obedient servant,
A. CUMMINGS,
Governor and Superintendent of indian .Affairs•.
General C. CARSON,
Commanding Fort G1·aham.
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DAKOTA SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 56.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA,
DEPARTM.ENT OF THE MISSOURI,
St. Paul, January l 1. 1866.
MAJOR: For the information of the maj or general commanding I beg to report that five
Indians, from the upper Missouri, came in · to one of my scouting stations some time ago
and reported that a general desire existe<l among all the In(\ians, except those engaged in
the massacre, to make peace wit.h the whites. Since that event eleven l odges (I am in·
formed) have surrendered to the scouts at one of the stations on James river. vVith the
same report I also learn that many; of those engaged in the massacre are anxious to come in
and surrender, but they are apprehensive of ill treatment. I have directed Indi ans to be
sent out to encourage them to surrender themselves, with the assurance that no harm shall
aeerue to them by that act.
The Medawakantons are now encamped at Turtle mountain, on the British line. The
Sissitons, with Standing Buffalo and Warrata, are encamped on White Earth river. The
locality of the latter streg,m I do not exactly know, but think it to be a river near the inter·
national line, north of Turtle mountain, and emptying into White lake.
A gentleman from Fort Garry reports that some of the Indians (about sixty) engaged in
the insurrection are now in the employ of settlers along tbe Red river, in British terrjtory;
that an effort was made by the balance to unite with the Blackfeet and Assinaboines, but the
latter dec1ined, and the negotiations terminated in trouble.
I will keep all Indians beyond my exte1ior line of posts except those that, having partici·
pated in the massacre, come in and surrender themselves for protec.tion_. The tribes that de·
sire to negotiate for permanent peace I will encourage, but not enter into any terms with
them, except to have them understand that as long as they behave themselves I will not en·
·
c;age in hostilities against them.
Any ft~rther instructions the major general commanding may have· will be very acceptable
at this time, as I am inclined to believe the Indian question, as far as it is practicable, may
be settled by treaty before spring.
.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN M. CORSE,
Brevet Major General.
Major J. P. SHERBURN,
Adj't Gen'l Department of the Missouri, St. Louis, Mb.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE MIS~OURT,
St. Louis, Jrmuary 18, 1866.
Official:
JOHN P. SHERBURN,
Assistmtt Adjutant General.
Ron. SECRETARY OF TilE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C.

No. 57.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, DAKOTA TERRITORY,
Yankton, Februm·y lf>, ]8(}6.
Sm : I beg leave to transmit herewith copies of letters just received from United , tates
Indian Agent J. M. Stone and Captain , amuel G. Sewall, in relation to th e conditiQn of
the pper ioux Indian , . till at the Crow Creek agency; also copy of my instructions to
Agent, 'tone for supplying them temporarily with food; and cJpy of my letter to Captain
ewall, in reply to his communication to me of the 6th instant.
You will observe that I urge upon Ageut , tone the importance of getting the Yankton
Indians down to their own 1·e ervation at the arli st practicable moment. My object in this
i to reduce, by every pos ihle mean , the numbers to be fed at Crow creek, wlJCre the ex·
pen e of feeding them is va tly more than n.t their own agency, owing to the xtr me se·
verity of the weather anll the incr a ·ed dPpth of snow as you get up tb country. I think
it extremely doubtful about my b ·ing abl to g t teams to go through to the 'row reek
a,.eo ·y at this time, if iudf' d I am abl t g t th m to . tart out at all. Day b for yester·
day I undertook to get th letter to Ag ut "ton (copy herewith) exprcsRed to Fort andall
by special m scng~r. The me : ng ·r wn n bor · back, anu aft r g •tting about t n mil s
on hi · road fr m tht pla · wa m ·t by tb mo t terrific now and wind storm w lHtve had
this wint ·r. 'Ihc atmospb ·rewa o p rfectly fill d with snow, for more than si:At · ·n hours,
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that it was not possible to see twenty feet into it. The messenger lost his vvay, and, after
drifting about on the prairie for several hours, finally returned to this place about eight
o'clock p. m., thoroughly exhausted and badly frozen. Nothing but the sagacity of his
lwrse saved his life.
The storm was so severe that several of our citizens who were out to their neighbors, but
a few rods from their own houses, and thoroug·bly familiar with the roads, could not find
their way home; and two gentlemen, who undertook to reach home, missed their road,
brought up at a barn, and spent the whole night within one hundred feet of a .house, not
knowing where they were, with the thermometer l~P to 20'J below zero. I mention these
facts only to show you the difficulties and danger to be overcome in getting subsistence to
these starving Indians at this time.
I had supposed, indeed I felt confident, that provisions enough were at Crow creek to last
the Indians proper of that agency (and feed them comfortably) to past the middle of April
next; but to feed five or six lmndred extra Indians, of course, will rapidly shorten their
supplies, and if they are to be fed for any considerable' length of time I fear their supply
will become exhausted before I can po~sibly get teams through there with additional supplies.
I have just received advices that there are also from seventy-five to one hundred lodges
of these Upper Sioux Indians at the Dirt Lodges on the James or Dakota river, nearly east
of Crow creek, .( distant from Crow creek abom seventy-five or eighty miles.) These are
also said to be starving, simply on account of the severity of the winter and the extraordinary depth of snow. I shall endeavor ~o get reliable information from these people as soon
as possible.
•:;;
•:~
•::•
•::•
t.:<
•:~
~;;
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NEWTON EDMUNDS,
Governor and ex-officio Superintendent Indian Ajfai1s.
Hon. D, N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, .D. C.

CROW CREEK .AGENCY, D. T., February 5, 1866.
Sm : There has been, for the past four weeks, between five and six hundred Indians,
countiug of Bruh~ s, 'fetons or Two K13ttles, and Yanktons, on this reservation in a starving
condition. More are coming in from the upper Missouri daily, all entirely destitute. They
crowd into the lodges of the Indians who belong here, and beg so piteously for something
to eat that they are obliged to divide the food which they have, and which is scarcely sufficient
for their own subsistence, thus entailing great suffering among the Indians of this agency.
Most of these unwelcome visitors will remain with us until the middle of next month, and
perhaps longer, as the snow is from fifteen to thirty inches deep throughout this seetion of
the country. The weather at present and for the past month has been unusually cold, the
mercury varying from 10° to ~3° below zero.
I cannot hope that they will move off until the weather moderates and the snow partially
disappears. Even then the T etons and Brules will not leave unless there is a fair prospect
of find in g buffalo within a few days' journey.
"While they remain here their situation is every day becoming worse, and they more desperate ; they threaten to attack and destroy the post if food is not given to them. Captain
~mith, with his small force of thirty men, is taking every precaution to defend the place.
'I'he Brulcs who are here say they made a treaty with the peace commissioners at Fort
Sully last fall, and, because of having done so, they are as much entitled to the provisions
here as the Indians who bAlong on the reservation. This seems to loe the belief of all the
Indians here from the upper Missouri, and may yet cause us much trouble and perhaps
bloodshed. A £ght with them within a few days 'Yould not surprise me.
My supplies on hand are barely sufficient to subsist the Sioux of the Mississippi until the
month of April, ancl we cannot hope to get supplies here by boat until the last of May, and
to bring them by teams any time between now and the first of May will be attended with
great expense. This state of things causes me to hesitate in issuing provisions to Indians
who do not belong here. Humanity dictates that we should do something for these starving
Indians.
I would respectfully a:;k for authority to issue to them provisions, in limited quantities
weekly, until it is practicable for them to leave. I have determined to increase the quantity
of beef issued weekly to tbe agency Indians while the others remain here, or until you order
otherwise. Please advise me as soon as possible what course you think it best to pursue.
I have the honor to be, very res11ectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. STONE,
[/nited States Indian Agent.
His Excellency NEWTON EDMUND ,
Governo1' and ex-officio Superintendent Indian Affairs,
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY CoMMANDANT,
Crow Creek Agency, D. T., February 6, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that during the last four or five weeks this post bas
been surrounded by large numbers of Indians in a state of g_reat destitutioJ?, ma~y of them
almost in a starving condition; they have beset n;e da;y- after. day, beggmg p1teou~ly for
something to eat. In many instances I have complied with thmr reque~ts,. and have. 1ssu~d
to them, from the stor-es at my disposal, to as great an extent as my limited supphes w1ll
allow, and, finally, have ~)een compelle~ to decline to issu~ t? them any mo.re. ~here is no
doubt that they are suffenng extremely from hunger, and It 1s feared that, m theu desperation, some of them may be induced to make an attack, with a view of plundering the warehouses of the post. I have no doubt of being able to defend the post in case of an attack;
but if a collision can be avoided by a timely and judicious issue of some of the provisions
belonging to the Santees in the hands of the agent, Major Stone, I think it would be b etter
to do so, and would respectfully suggest that be be authorized to make such an issue. The
snow in this section of the country is very deep, and the weather during the last month bas
been extremely cold, so much so as to prevent the Indians from supplying themselves with
provis ions by hunting.
. ·
I haYe the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL G. SEWALL,
Captain 4th Unittd States Voluntee1·s, Commanding Post.
His Excellency NEWTON EDMUNDS,
Go-oernor of Dakota Territory.

No. 58.
CROW CREEK AGENCY, D. T., March 5, .J8G6.
Sm: In pursuance of the ~nstructions, in your letter of February 17, to come to this place
-and get information in relation to the present condition and numbers of the Upper Sioux
Indians now at the Crow Creek agency, and those reported to be at or near the Dirt Lodges,
so called, on James river, also those at Fort Sully, I have the honor to report as follows :
I was delayed a short time on account of transportation, but, by the kindness of Colonel
Thornton, commanding at Fort Randall, I arrived here on the 25th ultimo. I found at this
1place, of tl1e Upper Sioux Indians, only eight lodges, numbering sixty-one persons, of the
Yanktonais tlibe, under a chief known as the Buck. These Indians are still here, but will
probably leave soon, as they say they have a cache on the pntiries and will go as soon as they
can get to it. They have subsisted on the few antelopell and rabbits they could kill, and the
rations issued to them by Agent Stone, of this agency.
About the middle of December there had gathered about this agency two hundred and
forty-nine lodges of Indians, as follows: thirty-one lodges of BruUis, eighteen lodges of
Two Kettle, eight lodges of Yanlttonais, and one hundred and ninety-two of Yanktons. It
is estimated that there were about seven persons per lodge. 'fhe snow was too deep and the
weather too cold and stormy for them to go out. Th ey were in a suffering condition, literally
starving, living on bark, dead horses and cattle, killing a few antelopes, and begging of the
I ndians of this agency.
Agent Stone i sued provisions to them as their necessities actually r equired, and urged
them to leaye as soon as possible, as he could not feed them from his scanty supply of provisions. By the 20th of February they had all left here but the Yanktonais betore mentioned, the Yl\nktons, most of them, going down to their agency, a few to J ames river.
The Two K ttle band, comprising eighteen lodges, estimated at one hundred and twentyix per von , under the chief · potted-Horse, went to Fort Randall only a few days previous
to my arrival here. The Brulcs went up the river.
As there has been no one here from the Dirt Lodges since the cold weather set in, I have
not been able to get any information from that section.
A· I could not g t any satisfactory know ledg of the Indians at Fort Sully, I addressed a
letter to Li ut nant 'olonel Pattee, commanding post, who has kindly furnished me the
de. ired information, as follows: ''The number of Indians at tbi post, aud ·w ithin ten miles
of here, are a follows, a n ar as can be estimated : Brule Sioux, about sixty lodges, or
four hundred. and twenty persons; Yanktonai , (lower,) about thirty-five lodges, or two
bundr d and tort? p rson ! Two K ttle! about thirty-three lodges, or two hundre·l and thirtyone p r on. · lmne KanJOU., about mghteen lodges, or one hundred and twenty-six per. on ; Bla ·kf1• t, about twenty-one lodg , or one hundred and forty-sev n per ·on,;; ansArc, about ~w nty lod
, r one hundred and forty persons;
nk-pa-pa, about twelve
lodge , or ewhty -~ ur
r ·on. : gel-lal-la, about twelve lodges, or eighty-four persons;
.~ante about t n I dg , or forty p r on ; Og 1-lal-la widows and children three hundred
p('r;on .. ' JI nl o r port. : ' The e ln t came from Laramie during the winter aud claim to
"1he Brule • ioux that are here act very different from all others, and
• ' ·ar-wid
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I regard them as the worst Indians now in the country; I can see hostilities in every look
and g·esture. I have made weekly issues of rations to all the Indians since the 1st of February of about three rations per week." He also says: "Omahocta, a chief of the Lower
Yankton~tis, is camped at Dirt Lodges, on J ames river, but cannot say how many are with
him. The snow is now fast going, and I shall drive away these Indians in a few days."
So far as I have been able to learn the Brule Sioux are not regarded as of a friendly disposition and are looked upon with suspicion, but the other Indians seem anxious to preserve
their amicable relations and treaties in every respect. As it is now difficult to transport provisions, it would be impossible to do anything for their subsistence before the time comes that
the Indians can take care of themselves. In a short time the snow will have melted away
sufficiently to enable them to go out and bunt buffalo.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I

F. A. L. DAY.

His Excellency NEWTON EDMUNDS,
Gov. and ex-officio Supt. Ind. Affairs, Yankton, D. T.

No. 59.
DAKOTA TERRITORY,
Executive Office, Yankton, Marc!t7, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, copy of a letter received yesterday from Colonel John Pattee, in command at Poit Sully, showing his issues for one week to
the IndiA.ns about that post. You will observe that they amount in the aggregate to seventeen
thousand nine hundred and seventy-five pounds.
I am in receipt, by same mail, of a private Jetter from Ag-ent Stone, notifying me that he
bad forwarded an official report of the number of Upper Sioux Indians at the Crow Creek
a~ency to whom be bad made issues of provisions, and that up to the date of his letter,
February 22 last, he had issued 'o them upwtuds of sixty thousand pounds of beef, and flour
and corn in proportion; and that, in addition to this amount, of which be has an exact
account, at first, or when they arrived there, in order to satis(y their hunger, be for several
weeks issued to the Indians under his charge largely in excess of their usual allowanee, with
the understanding tlw,t they were to divide the excess with the Upper Indians, thinking this
the only way he could properly feed the outsiders and obtain the requisite receipt from the
chiefs of the bands properly under his charge. On the arrival of the reports mentioned
above, I will promptly forward copies for your information.
The issues made by the military authorities the department of Indian affairs I suppose will
have nothing to do with, beyond proper acknowledgments for their generous and prompt
co-operation in providing for the sufferers. In reference to the last paragraph of Colonel
Pattee's letter, I desil'e to state that no such statement as is represented was made to the
Brule Indians by the commission to my knowledge; this matter is pnrely an invention of
these Indians, havin g not the slightest foundation in fact, as the records of the proceedings
of the commission will show; they are hungry now, and make these statements thinking it
helps their appeal for relief. The amount, however, expended out of the provisions provided
for feeding the Crow Creek Indians I should think it would be proper to restore, or at least
credit to the fund so provide<], in order that the office having charge of these Indians may
not be liable to a charge of extravagance in sustaining them. Judging by the fig-ures herewith, I think I may safely say that had these provisions all been paid for by the department
which htwe been issued to these Indians prior to February 20, it won1cl not have cost much
less than $12,000, perhaps more. What is being done by Colonel Pattee T feel confident
will go a long way to·wards cementing the friendship between the government and these
Indians, and will be remembered by sufferers for many years.
The sea. on is now rapidly approach in)!· when, in the ordinary course of events, the immense
accumulations of snow in this country will rapidly disappear, and these Indians be able to
subsist themselves by the chase as usual, though, to enable them to do so, it will doubtless be
neces. ary to furnish them with sufficient provisions to reach a buffalo country. I greatly
fear, however, they will have to be fed until about the 1st of April next.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NEWTON EDMUNDS,
Gove1·nor and ex-officio Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Ron. D. N CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washint[ton.

FORT SULLY, February 18, 1 66.
Sm: I wish you could be here to-morrow and see me issue to .Indians. ~as,t week I
issued 4,412 pounds bard bread, 5,263 pounds flour, 3,000 pounds JOwls and p1gs feet, 700
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pounds rice, and 4,000 pounds corn, and will have to make as large an issue, and probably
larger than that, this week.
.
I am bored to death by the talk of these Indians. More than half of them are the cur!ied
Brules, and they are the meanest Indians in this country. They say that the commission
told them that they would leave a half a boat load of provisions here for them, and they
want it; and that they were told that they could get anything they wanted this ·winter.
They have good memories.
'
Yours truly,

J. PATTEE,

Lieut. Col. 7th Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, Commanding Post.

Governor N. EDMUNDS.

No. 60.
May 19, 1866.
SIR: Since my arrival at this post, on the 1Oth instant, several instances of intoxication
have come under my persunal observation. I have watched closely to ascertain bow tLe
spirituous liquor found its way into the Indian country, and I am now satisfied that it is left
here, iu greater or less quantities, by almost every steamboat passing up this river. This sort
of illicit traffic here is not, I think, a new thing, but of severa l years' standing. The
dangerous and blasting influence of intoxicating liquor upon Indian character is too well
known to require details from me. I cannot undertake to answer for the good conduct of
these Indians while liquor finds its way into ·their eountry. Are not ~;uch acts on the part of
steamboat men in direct violation of our intercourse laws? and if so, are not the parties
thus violating subject to arrest, and the steamboat to forfeiture? Severe and radical measures
should be taken, and an example made of one or two boats. It is doubtful whether any
milder course will effect the desired result. Must the sale, gift, &c., of intoxicating liqnor
in the Indian country be to an lndian to bring· it within the purview of the law? Is not the
sale, gift, &c., of liquor to a white person in the Indian country a punishable offence?
I have this day issued and posted in the most conspicuous places at this post notices to
the effect that, hereafter, any white person not connected with the military service found
in a. drunken and disorderly state will be immediately ordered out of the Indian country.
I most resp~ctfully solicit an early reply to the foregoing questions.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.T. R. HANSON,
United States Indian Agent.
Ron. D. N. COOLEY,
.
Commissioner of Indian AjJai1·s, Washington, D. C.
FORT SULLY, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

No. 61.
0FFlCE INDIAN AFFAIRS, Jun e ]4, 1866.
Sm: Your c.ommunication of 19th ultimo, in reference to the introduction of spirituous
liquors into the Indian country by the steamers passing up the river, is received, with a statement of the action taken by you in notifying disorderly persons that they will be ordered out
of the country.
Your action in this respect is approved, and, while acting strictly within your line of duty
and the regulations, you will be sustained by this office. In order to guide you in relation
to t~e proper course to be pursued in the cases referred to by you, I transmit herewith five
copie:l of section 20 of the intercourse law as amended by chapter 33 of the laws of l 6-L
Y?':1 will tbereit;J- ~nd J:.OUr p~n~ers and duties clearly defined. As the law applies as well to
military as to ClVll officers, 1t IS to be expected that the commanders of the military posts
will cordially unite with you in enforcing thi~ very necessary law.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner.

J. R.

HAX ON,

nited tates Indian Agent, Fort Sully, D. T.

No. 62.
'VA IUNGTON, D. C., August 20, 1 66.
e_ff'rrinoo. to r P rt of nited tales Indian Agent J. R. Hanson for the moDth of
.July Ia · '. m_ r .lah?n to _cont mplated improvements for the Low r Brule Indians, n ar th
mouth ot '\ b1te m·er, m accordance with a treaty made w\th those Indians in the fall of
• IR:
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1865, the undersigned, commissioners to treat with the Indians of the northwest, beg leave
respectfully to recommend that, instead of making improvements at White river, efforts be
made to induce this tribP., (Lower Brules,) Two Kettles, and the Lower Yankton ais, to
settle at the Crow Creek agency, recently vacated by the Santees, where are now found aa
the necessary buildings for a first-class agency, a large amount of ground already under
cultivation, good soil, and plenty of timber for agency purposes, &e., &c.
It is believed that with proper effort on the part of the agent and others connected with
these tribes, that there will be no difficulty in confini-ng these t1'ibes, who are entirely friendly
with each other, and permanently settling them at this point, where present improvements
can be maue available and the Indians better cared for and provided in the future, at much
less expense to the government, than can be done in giving them separate reservations where
no such improvements exist.
Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
NEWTON EDMUNDS.
HENRY W. REED.
ORRIN GUERNSEY.

No. ·63.
:FoRT SULLY, ].fay 30, 1866.
SIR: My last letters were written to the honorable Secretary because they related to army
movements which it was his province to Jay before his colleague, th e honorable Secretary of
·war. The CLeyenne Black Hill expedition has been countermanded, so the dangers in that
re gard seem deferred for a season. There may be some bitter complaints of thi s interference with the desire of our frontier men to spread over all parts of the Indian territory, but
justice and humanity •..viii be advanced by this change of the military orders.
I write to inform you of everything which rumor may magnify into a breach of the treaties
made with the Sioux. I have inquired diligently on my way up, and hear of nothing- worthy
of note. A trader was murdered and his store robbed, near a military post on the Running
\Vater, about three weell:s after we concluded the treaties, about the first of November last,
but all the Indians say this was done by bands that had not heard of the troaty. A Frenchman, by the name of Joe, found the hide and bonos of one of his oxen after the Brules
passed his hut, on American creek, but the snow was very deep and the ox was far out, and
the Indians were eating all the dead carcasses in the country. It is not, therefore, certain
that starving Indians killed this ox, as charged by J oo. Cattle, horses, everything, have run
out at all the posts; and while it is averred that Indians could not hunt because of deep
snow, and did eat their ponies by hundreds, and sometimes actually starved , this ox, charged
by Joe against the Brul6s, is all that I have heard charged against Sioux Indians. Even
now, when they have nothing but dry buffalo meat, and not much of that, and when they
had reason to expect a feast on our coming, and when tho commissary of the army has a
very speeial order not to feed the Indians coming in to make a treaty, they will run like
chickens to gather the offal from the slop buckets that are carried from the garrison kitchens,
while they pass a pile of corn and hundreds of loose cattle without touching a thing except
when told they may gather up the grains of c.orn from the g round, where the rats in their
depredations have Jot it fall from the sacks, (for corn is plenty for horses, mules, and cattle,
where grass is abundant,) but not a pound can be issued to the craving Indians, whose
hunting grounds we occupy. This has not formerly been the plan of the military. The
officers, during the winter, have, in conformity with the intent and meaning of the 16th
section of act of 1834, (Stat. at Large, vol. 4, p. 735,) issued rations to the starving hordes,
which makes it the more vexatious to those now waiting th e delay of annuities, agricultural
implements, and presents due and expec.ted under the treaty. Yet not a single act of trespass bas come within my knowledge dnring the several days that I have been here, or before.
If anything bad transpited I would have known it. We hear that two boats were fired
into by the Crows, far above the Sioux country, but the facts concerning the troubl e with
the Crows are not well authenticated. It is said the firing was merely by boys throwing
their arrows at the wheel-houses in sport. However this may be, the Black Hill expedition
is dispensed with, and eight companies are going up to Fort Benton to suppress the hostilities therP., whatever they may be. We hope our boat may be along so as to carry us up
to that scene of action in time to give you full reports of the matter.
A party of about eleven Sioux have gone up the river to fight Arickarees, who, they say,
have come down into their territory, but it is not certain that these braves will go beyond
the buffalo herds that abound about seventy miles above here. I h&ve cautioned against
this, and the chiefs complain that their young men could not be restrained from resi ting
what ~hey considered ~n invasion of the Sioux. But this I consider nothing wor~by of note.
The Swux and the Anckarees have always been at war, and when we see the Anckarees we
will try to stop this strife.
I have thus narrated everything of importance. The Brules complained that notice had
been given by the Pimeas of a company crossing the Missouri at Niobrara to go up that
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river, referring, I suppose, to Sawyer's movement. But the chiefs did not consid_er it important, although they thought the Platte and the Missouri routes sufficient, accordmg to our
treaty. The Minneconjous chief accuses me of two lies: one that I did not have these soldiers sent out, (which I told them was a mistake of his,) and the other was that I bad
promised good times, whereas tbe snows and stonl?-s have been worse than ever, so_ they h~ve
lost 300 horses. I told the chief we would talk this over when my colleag·ue amved, with
full copies of our treaties and talks, but in the mean time he must instruct his people in the
matter of providing againE;t winter, which no human power can avert. On the whole, be
said I had told one truth: I bad returned with braves as I had promised, and it he could get
a gun and some ammunition as part of the annuity he would be satisfied. But he wished
his share set off before the general delivery occurred, and he hoped we would also keep it a
secret from the rest of the tribe. I am here in advance; as a kind of vidette, assuril'lg the
:~,000 Indians here of the coming of our commission, and the determination of the Great
Father to carry out his treaty according to the letter.
I have the honor to be your very obedient servant,
S. R. CURTIS, Commissioner.

Hon. D. N.

COOLEY,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 64.
Report of the Northwestern Treaty Commission to the Sioux of the Upper Missouri.
WASHINGTON, D. C., Augztst 25, 1866.
SIR: In accordance with our appointment by the President of the United States, and the
instructions of your department, given orally and otherwise, at sundry times, the undersigned have, during the past two seasons, visited the various tribes of Indi ans of the northwest, for the purpose of making treaties with such as have never mad e treaties, and renewing treaty arrangements with those who had been parties to the treaty ot L aramie, which
ha~ terminated by its limitation of fifteen years.
We joined in a report of our proceedings last fall, and now submit our furth er progress,
under your subsequent orders, with some general remarks concerning the character and condition of all the Indians of the northwest.
The scope of country occupied by the tribes designated in the executive order is the
prairie region and buffalo range of the northwest; bounded by the settlement of Minnesota,
Dakota, and Nebraska on the east, the Platte river south, the Rocky mountains west, and
the British dominions on the north, eoveriug- about six degrees of longitude, by six of latitude .. I?deecl, many of the tribes extend their move ments far beyond th ese limi ts . Their
doma~n JS the vast rolling prairie couutry, whe\'e a short nutritious grass covers th e surface,
affordmg_ample food, winter and summer, for the herds of buffalo, antelope, and other game
upon which the Indians depend for their subsistence, shelter, and clothing.
Central in this domain is an isolated spur of the Ro cky mountains, known as the'' Black
Hills," well defined on the maps of General Warner, from which numerous streams flow in
every direction, tributary to the Platte, Missouri, and Yellowstone.
Tl1i~ mountain region, and the valleys and bills adjacent to the streams, are the fastnesses
to wb1ch the tribes resort in ·w inter, or in case of dauger of war part.ies in summer; the
taller grasses of the river bottoms and the cottonwood timber that skirts these streams
a~urding protection from storms and subsistence for tbeir ·ponies. But usually, summer and
wmter, the Indians follow the buffalo herds, making lodges aud clothing of their skins, and
food of their flesh.
_Our duties have brought us in council with the principal or headmen of sixteen or
e1ghteen of these prairie tribes, and some of our commission, well acquainted with ibe trib es
occupying the prairie country south of the Platte, ob. erve, as we do in the e, a great uniformity of manners and eustoms, and a similar dependence on the roaming herds of buffalo.
They and the buffalo seem to shun the white settlements and the timber countries, being as
clo ely identified with prairie soil as the peculiar gra ses that grow upon it. These tribes of
Indians, so different from the tribes of the forests with which we, in former centuries, have
had occa ion to deal, have never, until recently, been molested by the encroachments of
white people. Traders have introduced among them blanket , tobacco, trinkets, sugar a-nd
coff~e. but such artificial want ar not universally adopted, the great rna ses adhering to
t~e robes for clothing, kinnikinic for smoking, and buffalo meat, fresh or dry, for their sub·
Sl tence.
They are totally i!morant of. agriculture and the arts, with a ~ w exceptions, and seem as
aver e to any arrang m nt wb1 ·h s ems to locali1.e them a the buffal them elv . .
Th
ak ta or ioux trib
omprise about half f the northwest trib s hut thr. e ioux
a~e divid_ d il_l inter t, g n rallocation and ~ eling., so that w have mad ' separn.te tr aties
wttb th ·~ tnb . , th_ rcby ace ml_l'lodating tb ir df' ire of conv nient r ceipt of annuitiE-s,
. encouragmg parallon , o that m the vent of future difficulty with some tribes others
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ma.y aYoid combinations, and we may discriminate in favor of the innocent. Some of the
other tribes speak a language similar to the Sioux, but generally they differ, and only understand signs, ·which seem to give a common understanding of general subjects to all the
tribes. There are friendly relations among some tribes, but eternal hostility seems to be the
normal character of other tribes toward each other.
As friends, they visit, feast, intermarry, and make war together; as enemies, they shun
each other, resist territorial encroachments, and, in parties of from ten to a hundred, make
incursions against foes, taking horses and a. few scalps, after w bieh achievements they retmn
to rejoin in dances, which continue several days. This is their understanding of peace and
war, never conceiving of a universal peace, or a united general war.
The idea of peace between tribes who haye always been at war is regarded by them as
quite preposterous, and they accepted this clause of our treaties with great misgivings as to
its succE>ss. They were very willing to try the matter, but say their old enemy cannot
exist without war with them, and the idea of natural and eteruf.l,l hostilities seems reciprocal
between such ancient foes. War seerns necessary to Indians, as the only occasion for distinctions; their lodges, and blankets, and ornaments presenting everywhere some rude
emblem , showing the number of their victims, and their success in stealing horses. Their
hostilities against each other are carried on with the same cruelties evinced towarJ white
victims. We bad painful exhibitions of hands, feet, and scalps taken from Indians, whielr
tribes secured in an Indian conflict at Berthold, while we were there; the Indians claiming
license to fight each other before treaties were concluded. Indeed, there seems to be less
inherent hostility towards whites than their own species, and most of them, in council and in
presence of ,their comrades, boasted of their attachment to the whites, aud presented with
gTeat pride all letters which they have obtained from whites. recommending them. Indeed,
they attributed to us superior wisdom, and are only too much inclined to regard us as possessed of supernatural powers.
Whence, then, arise the hostilities which so constantly exist? A different language, different customs, and a real conflict of inte:r:ests in some of their councils. The Indians claim
their hunting grounds, and have for ages contended against the encroachments of other
tri~es. Game is their sole dependence, and its preservation is, to them, a vital question
wh~ch they fully comprehend. The whites have 1liscovered gold beyond the prairies, and
~beu trains, stages, boats, and cars scatter the game, and, to some extent, help to diminish
It. Moreover, the whites who traverse the plains, and navigate our rivers, are quite out of
the reach of thosl;l laws which we know are necessary to restrain the avarice, licentiousness,
and cruelty of our species ; besides these causes of conflict, former treaties, and their unfortunate e.xecution, have been real disturbing elements. The treaty of 1851, at Laramie, was
n:a?e With a very mefl,gre representation of only a portion of the tribes involved in its proVJ~Jons. .Material changes were made by the Senate, reducing the time it was to run from
fifty to fifteen years, without notice to the tribes. The apportionment to the tribes, as they
were ascertained from year to year, and the increase in priees and probable increase of
fraudulent transactions, annually decreased the amounts received by some tribes, till the
sum actually delivered was such a frivolous compensation for the time of waiting and distance .travell ed as to cause great dissatisfaction. Most of the tribes complained to us of this
as UnJust and unaccountable to them, and your commissioners found it difficult to demonstrate the fidelity of our government, although the Indians appreciateJ the fact of the limited
k!lO~vl E>~ge of the tribes being occasions of subsequent extended divisions and consequent
d1mmutwns.
In 18?6 General Harney met many of these tribes at Fort Pierre, and made, in the form of
~ counc1l and mutual pl edges, what has been called the Harney Treaty. The Indians promI~ed to li~ep the ~eac~ and General Harney promised to help them by organizing and equippmg Indmn solcher~ for eac~ chief. The plan was a good one, but was only partially carried
out. TLe report of ~be conference was never published in our statutes, but the manuscript
s~ows.' and the Ind1ans say, that in that conference th ey were told to keep the whites out
ot thmr conntry, and also to arrest soldiers deserting hom the army, or if they could not
arrest to shoot them. The Indians say that agents and traders have advised them to drive
out. or destro:y intruding whites, and justify their attacks on trains upon the directions, to
whJCb they g1ve ~ames of persons so directing. While it would seem right to give Indians
po;rer to expel mtrnclers, they cannot expel whites without such hostilities as amount to
warfare; and ~;inre gold brings so many into their country and through their country, such
authority wonld obviously invoke what has occurred, actual Indian wttr. The Minnesota
outbreak, which involved the massacre of many whites, and the slaughter and expulsion of
the Santees from that State, was presented to these prairie tribes, to whom the Sante~s fled.
in the most unjust form as to the white man's side of the question; exciting sympatlJJes and
feelings of revenge throughout many of the tribes ot.herwise ~riendly.
.
.
Another great cause of trouble is a want of ~ower m the ch1efs to rest!·am then· young men,
as the chiets and most of a tribe desire-an evll often named by the cb1efi , and attempted to
be remedied by General Harney in his propo ed Indian soldiers' organization ..
As you will perceive by the journal of our pr?~·eedings, which. will b.e u?.rrut~ed and made
part of this report, your commissioner t!n:ve dJllg:ntly and l?atJOJJtly mqtwed mto al~ thcs e
conflicting causes and consequences, desmng us Jar us pos 1ble to conclude and he1eafter
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countervail them by making proper provisions in ~ur new treaties. The. great a?tagomsm
of interests between the Indian hunter and the white gold hunter seems Hreconc1lable, and
can only be gradually remedied.
We have urged the Indians to resort to agriculture, with only partial success, f?r th.ey
have been taught to regard the proposal as a sinister design of the whites to d~natwnal1ze
them. We have, however, made some progress. The Santees bad learned agnculture b~
fore they were ejected from Minnesota. The Yanktons had for some years attemyted cultivation, and this year's success is very encouraging. The Brules, heretofore a hostile wandering tribe, have displayed very commendable zeal, planting the seeds we left them as we went _
up this spring, and bringing the fruits from their well-cultivated cornfields for the use of our
table on our return. Some of the Yankton11is and Two Kettles at Crow creek have also
entered upon the cultivation of the soil, and other tribes also assure us they would do so if
proper means were afforded them in the way of seeds, tools, and instructions.
But it is usele~s to expect immediate success in any change of Indians, when the transformation is so material, as it must be, to :change the nomadic life of thC>se children of the
prairies to the settled pursuits of civilized life. Their vast domain still affords immense
h erds of buffalo, and generally accommodates their preferred pursuits; the forests an~ broken
grounds along the streams afford means of escape, with their ever movable effects, from our
troops when sent in force against them; and they will not, without some resentm ~n t.s or
compensation, yield ;vhat they deem their hatural right of domain and game, and qm~tly
resort to means of existence they do not understand, and for which they have some avers~on.
They never congregate in large masses, but are widely diffused and separated by anc1~nt
feuds. They cannot, therefore, be struck by a powerful and efficient bldw from our armies.
And as to collecting and herding them, as some have suggested, in our great Indian country,
while they are thus wild, timid, and afraid of each other, that is utterly impossible. You
might as well attempt the collection and secure the retention of the wild animals of the same
country. In our judgment the work of conciliation must be the growth of industrious, faithful, and patient administration of proper laws and treaties.
.
\Ve l1ave, as our journal of last fall and this summer will a~test, travelled long .JOurneys
by land and water, endured pl'ivations, cold, heat, and every exposure, to see and bear and
understand all the discordant and harmonious elements surrounding our Indian administration; and as we made treaties with tribes as they came, we have tried to incorporate the
be~t remellies we co~tld devise as our earnest inquiries, study, and couvic.tions enabled us
to JUdO'e. Our treaties made last fall, and adopted by the President and S~nate, haYe been
fully acknowledged by the tribes, and, as far as we could learn, they have been most faithfully observed by the Indians of the tribes.
.
Our duties this summer brought us in the Indian country higher up the Missouri, where
we met all the various tribes that range near that stream, including the Mountain Crovvs
who occupy the eastern slopes of the Rocky mountains.
All have been well represented, as our councils and treaties will ~how, and they seemed
more reasonable as they had heard of our anangements with other tribes. As th e Arapahoes
and Cheyennes had been notified to meet our collea,.ues at Laramie we did not attempt to
make trcatie~ with the few we met of these tribes. "'Their proper loc~tion, they stated, was
on Powuer nver and west of the Black Hills near the O"'allallas, Oncpapas, and Upper
Brules. All those tribes have been hostile and so far as .;e know, some of them may not
come in, but design further trouble. 'l.'h~ hostile Santees, form erly of Minnesota, who are
nor~h of. the 1issouri wintering on the British lines, did not come in, although it is said
not1ce d1d not r ach them in such a way as to satisfy them they could safely appear before
us. ~hese ~ntees, and the Upper Blackfeet who reside above Benton, may be troublesome
to trams passmg up on the north side of the Missouri near the mountains. The Crows and
ro Ventrrs who came down to meet us at Union should have been taken back r.s they came,
on a steamboat. We did not feel at liberty, under instrnctions, to go beyond Union, so "·e
an·ang d transportation back for these tribes on a light loaded boat iu the military service,
which wa halted near the mouth of Milk 1iver, and turned back; these tribes, with their
good , beiug landed in the wilderness, where there was no place to store their pn.perty and
no ponie to transport them; they were, as we are told, incensed at this, And should have some
explanation and satisfaction for necessary los es. They have been well di. posed tribe , and
the di ·appointment to them is therefore more Lobo regretted. In the course of our inve. tiga-tion , incid ntal evidence of gros. frauds in regard to government goods sent to tbe Blackf et and other remote tribes was presented, which drew your special attention. Traders in
form r y ar. have run the only boats to that region, and had connect d with their stores the
only saf< pla s for d po. it ; hence a convenient mixture of government and trader ' goods
ha o amalgamated matt rs as to hav converted government annuities into mercantile
suppli •
Indiau are su piciou . a:od compr ~ nd frauds better than whites suppos ; but they have
b n
r ~ t fr ~ r m •91 . and o Ignorant of the m ans of redre. s, fraud bas b n perp trat d ,~. ~~h ·u ·h lmpunJty ru t. h an . tabli hed system of trade. 'uch thing are not
nly p .rm 10u a. th Y d fraud 1th r th government or th e Ind ian, but they disgust the
Indian, who compr bend. and cond mns them.
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It would be we1l for traders to read Indian disclosures, so as to avoid the odium hereafter
of having fraud attached to their names.
Our intercourse with all these tribes during these months of sojourn among- them, and the
knowledge also acquired by some of us years before in our official relation with them, convince us of their general desire to do as the Great Father desires them to do. They understand
their natural rights, and only resist their encroachment as their security from extermination.
In their system of social government they enjoy freedom, equality, and fraternity, perhaps
more than any other people. There is some jealousy among them, but they neither quarrel
nor fight in their families or villages. During the months that we have had daily opportunities to see their domestic habits, (for they always keep theirr families with them,) we never
saw a quarrel or blo·w among children or adults. It i& our conviction, therefore, that these
prairie tribes are not anxwus for war, but opposed to strife, and only want a full knowledge
of the government's wishes, and a fair way opened for their adoption, to secure any rational or
reasonable policy the government may desire.
NATURE AND GENERAL OBJECT OF OUR TREATIES.

All our treaties have a similar outline, although in some details they differ to suit special
localities and particular tribes. Our first aim has been to establish peace, a stipulation with
which they always expressed themselves delighted, except so far as it related to their ancient
Indian hostilities. It was for many weeks always a debatable question as to our being
actually commissioners from the President, whom they regard as their Great Father, possessing
all power. But they complain of having been often deceived by emissaries pretending to be
agents of their Great Father, and they showed us many papers given them which display
egotism, arrogance, or contempt, well calculated to disappoint and deceive the Indians, and
deserving the reprehension and penal inflictions of our government. Even the silver medals
distributed by government, as tokens of regard and an emblem of power, have been counterfeited, and miserable block tin imitations have been distributed by the traders, thereby
arrogating to themselves special official connection, through their license and their medals,
with the Great Father. And as a further evidence of this false use of their veneration for
their President, they often spoke of their diligence and success in procuring robes and furs
and loading great steamboats, · which they had sent out of their country with messages to
.
.
their Great Father; but they had received no returns.
Peace they all desire; but confidence can only be secured by a more faithful, vigorous,
and efficient administration of Indian affairs. Peace, as understood by Indians, these tribes
evidently design to maintain. The chiefs will also do all in their power to prevent trespass
or robbery; but among Indians, as among whHe men, there are some lawless characters,
and the chiefs cannot guarantee perfect security to persons and property. Neither should
property be left, as it was at Union last year, and as it has been at Sully recently, expo.3ed
to seizure almost without resistance or the hope of detection, and inviting rogues to the
vent.ure. The rights of property need guarding everywhere; and in countries where there are
no constables or courts, some other power should protect it. Stock, especially, is liable to
be stolen, although, since our treaties last fall, the starving Indians about Fort Rice, Sully,
and elsewhere, have not been guilty of trespass in this regard, although abundant occasion
aud actual starvation were inducements. Yet it must not be supposed that peace means perfection, and our treaties contemplate some remedy for trespass, by providing for payments
which are to be retained from their annuities.
Peace, with tribes who are at peace with us, is provided for, except in cases of self-defence;
but horsestealing warfare is so inherent among some tribes, that only partial success is
apprehended. If, as General Harney proposed, each chief had a few Indian soldiers, armed
and eq nipped, and subject both to the chief and our military and civil officers, such breaches
of th e peace could be restrained. The chiefs, however, will try to maintain this clause of the
tre~-tty, a nd the proper partial assistance of g-overnment will ultimately secure success. The
treati es have a provision intended also to restrain horsestealing, which provides for indemnity
by compensation out of the annuity.
RIGHT OF WAY FOR ROADS •

•This proposition has been the most difficult to secure. They say, with evident sincerity,
th ey would like to accommodate this demand, but it seems to them sure to scatter and destroy
the game, which is their sole dependence.
As to the Platte route and tho Missouri river, they yield these great lines with some regret;
but many of the chiefs signed th e treaties with strong protests against intermediate line.s,
which would b1 ect the angle of these two rivers. In our treaties last fall, the general clause
for a right of way was inse rted, but some of tho commissioners did not then perceive any
immediate necessity of oth r intermediate routes, as those by the Running ·water, the Cheyenne, or the Yellow tone; and, in procuring the signatures of some of tho chiefs, th e
probable delay of such an i_nterm odiate route was expressed to the chiefs.
om~ of your
commissioners, therefore, obJ C ~ted to th~ movement of troops up the Cheyenne this season
as likely to give offence to cluefs and tnbes ccupying the country between tl1e Platte and
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the Yellowstone, insisting that here, in the region of the Black Hills, where th ey congregate
in winter, and occupy the numerous valleys of streams heading in those hills, they must
;resist our encroachments, as it seems the only region unmolested by our p eople, and there~
fore their only re m~ining buffalo hunting grounds. West of the Black Hills, on ~h e Powde1:
river and Big Horn, the northern bands of Cheyennes and Arapahoes mingle With some of
the wildest bands of the Ogallallas and Oncpapas, and some of these, as otller tribes inform
us, will not peaceably submit to our intrusion or occupation. We therefore apprehend danger
t o travellers who attempt to pass through by Powder river or elsewhere between the L'eau
qui Court and the Yellowstone. It is, however, a country which seems to invite adventure;
and lines of travel, especially one by the Cheyennes, are earnestly advocated, and probab.ly
will b e a near, if not the nearest, route from Virginia City, in Montana, to our regular frontier
settlements. T he route from Laramie by the Powder river and Big Horn, is also, in connection with the advancement of the Pacific railroad, destined to become a mcst desirable
way. But before these routes between the Platte and the Yellowstone are established and
Qccupied by our people, justice to the Indians and,safety to the whites, in our judgment,
require some arrangement in the form of compensation to those tribes of Indians that now
depend on the game of that country for their clothing and subsistence. It seems, indeed , hard
to find, in the Tast unsettled regions of which we write, where the encroaching scattered
miners and white adventurers seem willing to allow Indians to live unmolested.
N eith er do existing laws or regulations seem to have any restraint in the diffusion of whites
Qver Indian country, especially if gold is supposed to exist in any appreciable quantities.
~ven science, without much regard to treaties which promise a security agains.t all ~xplor~
twns, finds devotees, who venture to penetrate the sacred region of the T ctons, ha zardmg thmr
Qwn lives, and involving government in apparent disregard of treaty obligations.
In the course of OUT. observations we found a kind of trade being opened fi·o m St. Paul,
Minnesota, via Forts ·wadsworth and Berthold, to the various to;.vns of Montana. Three
trains pa sed ns on this route, and it seems so well adnpted to a great line of travel that we
z:1ade special efforts to secure the peaceable passage through the adjacent trib e J. I .t seems
hk ely th at a route following up th e Missouri on the east side of the river will h ereafter also
become a g reat highway. This last route and that from St. Paul would unite at the salient
b end of th~ Missouri, some twenty miles below Berthold. To support the river and overland
travel, wh1te settlements will be necessary ; for it is quite impossible that teams, stag·es, and
stea1~1boats s~ould travel thousandl'! of miles successfully without occasion for such res ts and
repaus as whites alone could accommodate.
Indeed, the prodliction of vegetables and other articles of food, easily produced in the river
valley, seem ' absolutely necessary to the comfortable and economical support of the commerce which is now rapidly accumulating on those northw estern lin es t o Idaho and Montana.
T aking tb.esc views of the necessity of some development of the Upper Missour~ cou ntry as
th.e great h1ghwa:f to the. in creasing mineral settlements of the northwest, ~nd m ?armony
w1t~ the genera.l mstruct10ns emanating from your department, ·we obtamed from . tl1 e
Indians-the Ankarees, Maud ans, Gras Ventres, Ass inaboines, a nd Crows-not only a nght
of way through their possessions, but also cessions of lands a t such points as seemed to us
especially necessary for sett.Jem ent and cultivation. Th e cession from th e Arikarees, Mandans, and Gras Ventres, 1vho inh abit the country about Fort Berthold, cedes the country on
the ea~t side of tthe Missouri, from old Fort Clark to Snake creek or river, being ~bo~t
forty miles Ion~ ~nd twenty-five mil es wide, and including the sali ent point of the ri ve.r \~ ln.ch ~s
neare. t t? Dev1l s lake, Pembina, Lake S uperior, and the upper settlements of the M1s JS:s ip_PI·
T?ere IS a good showing of coal on this land, the quality of which seems very uncert~m,
but If at all capable of being made avail a,ble as fueL will be of great value to commerce m a
country wher' wood is extremely scarce. Th ere is also on this land, as elsewhere along the
upper Mi souri, considerable timber; far more than grown on the Platte, Upper Arkansas,
~nd other tr ams west of the 96th meridian. The soil, coal or li gnite, and ti mber, united with
th . exorbita~t prices paid for everythin g in that region, wi ll probably invite settlements at
th1s natural Junction of commereiallines, so as to accommodate them, and ultima tely advance
the deYclopment of the northwest prairies.
Weal o secured the right of way and a cession of lands at the junction and between the
Mi souri and the Yellowstone, including the old trading post k nown as Fort Union. Thi3
ces ·ion is to accommodate .t. double line, one follo;dng the Mis ouri to Benton, aud tbe other
following the Yell wstone to Virginia City. Both these lines are being opene<l, and tlte
di lance between the Montana settlem nts e ms to require them. The two routes involve
the nece . ity of a river cro ing, and special accommodations. The Yellowstone is far the
larg st tributary of the upp r 1iss uri, app aring to the ye a.lmo t equal to the main river .
.. avigation, tbcreC r , at thi jun ·lion of th two rivers i likely to be interrupted at low water, o as to requir . ove~land, and mall boat substitutes for th larger crafts that can
alway. a cend to th JUnction. The change and delays incident to thi. point involve a
nece · ity for t r •bo · , ma ·bin ·bop., and actual ettlemrnts. All the arguments favor- .
ing . ncb a com\ inati nat the point previou ly mentioned, also appertain to thi point at the
m n h of tb Yellow ton .
Tb ·re i. al
m r timb r and cultivatable land in the two valleys, e. pecially tl1at of
Yellow ton , and we th rcfore obtaine<l a ·ession between tho river, xt uding over a hun-
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dred miles up each, and some twenty miles oflength opposite the junction on the north side
of the Missouri. These cessions were made by the Assinaboines, Crows, and Gros Ventres,
who are evidently the only rightful claimants, as Indians. 'fhey also convey not only the
right of way, but make cessions of station grounds not exceeding ten miles square, to accommodate any highways that may be constructed through their country, which extends beyond
the head of the Yellowstone into the settlP.d portion of Montana.
This country, between the Yellowstone and the Missouri, is lesJ needed by Indians, as it
lies adjacent to tribes always at war with each other, and therefore making frequent incurstons in this country. The settlement or occupation of the line of the Yellowstone by
whites will be a protection against theEe incursions.
In most of the treaties we have inserted an article designed to encourage agriculture, giTing
additions to such annuities for eaeh family that settles down in agricultural pur mits. Much
depends on the pfforts of agents as to the success of this elause. Personal assistance, instruction, and encouragement, are necessary to secure success ; and agents should be specially instm~ted and well supplied with every means of assistance.
The annuity is so apportioned as to grant from twenty to forty dollars to each lodge or
family, which would .give to ea·~h person (estimating six to the lodge) from three to six dollars' worth of clothing and food. (t is enough to protect them from starvation, i.f pruperly
expended, and not so much as to induce neglect of other means to sustain theinselves.
Such is a general outline of the treaties which we snumit for your consideration; The
gradual but inevitable occupation of the whole country by those who will cultivate or pasture
the soil, devolves on government the duty of guarding and instructing the weak and waning
tribes of Indians, so as to protect them against injustice and oppression. The idea of extermination, as sometimes named as a policy to be applied to relieve us from trouble, is too
monstrous to deserve a moment's consideration, and can only exist in the bosom of those who
are ignorant of the Indian race, or incensed by revengeful passions more sa rage than those
attri butecl to savages themselves. As a race they are more "sinned against than sinning,"
and the efforts of government should be directed to rules of restraint which will control bad
white men and ball Indians.
Their wars were marauding expeditions, generally small in numbers . . If their acts lppear
shocking, it may be attributed to custom more than revenge. They have no newspapers to
relate their success, and have to make ocular exhibitions to their enemies and friends, as
proof of their vengeance and success. In our assaults on Indians, these occasions do not
exiRt, and all acts of barbarity committed by our troops in retaliation are void of excuse, and
deserve the severest punishment. Where In iian outrage is committed it would be well to
demand the authors before a general assault is directed, for nine times out of ten such wrongs
are abhorrent to the wishes of the chiefs and the tribe, and they would gladly have the g·uilty
ones punished; they are afraid to punish their young men as they deserve, and would like
to have us do it for them. They fully understand our superior numbers and equipments, and
do not want our resentments to be directed against them.
Their attacks on trains and stages are in conformity to their custom of annoying tribes who
encroach on their hunting grounds; and they wish to discourage our encroachments. Those
·who mal\e treaties, and d early comprehend their meaning, do so in all sincerity, and, until
they believe we have entirely abandoned them, they rvill fulfil to the bes t of their abilities;
but they are so often insulted, defrauded, or ousted from their homes by worthless adventurers,
their young men, in their usual mode, assemble war parties offrom ten to fifty, and attempt
retaliation.
Although this may be against tl1e earnest remonstrances of the proper chiefs, and the act
of ~me excited band, the telegraph announces an Indian war, an d our people immedi ately
desue general hostilities, which fall on fjfty innocent trib es who may be unconsdous of any
outbreak. Wl_1ile we have been in council with tribes on tLe Upper Missouri,a trespass or
murder by Indians would be announced as a violation of our treaties and evidence of Indian
duplicity, though the outrage was committed a thousand miles distant, by Indians totally
unknown to those we were with.
There. i ~ not onl! g:eat ignorance concerning the location of the prairie or blanket tribes,
but _mahcwus, des1gmng •. an~ heed less persons, who seem fond of lavish expenditures, or
aux_wus to secure some tavo~·1te route tLrough or the occupation of some particular Indian
tern tory, are very ready to give fal:;e impressions concerning every Indi an transgression.
~t wou_ld be we1l for our peop~e to know that there are nearly balf a million of Indi ans on
th.ts ~ontment; that. they are wtclely separated, speaking difl:'erent languages, ftnd hundreds
of tnbe are totally tgnora~t of each other; that most of th em have engaged in agriculture,
a~~ adopted the mos_tcord~a) relations withsurrounding whites, while the remainder are also
divided, so as to des1re to JOm the whites in any Indian or rebel warfare which bas recently
transpir~d or m~y hereaft r occur ; that a ~ar party of Cheyennes or Arapahoes, or son1e
bands ot tb~. e tnbes u_lw ltave nut made treat~es, suould not give occasion to distrust and denounce the mnocent tnbes who have most faithfully entered upon treaty arrangement , and,
as far as we know and believe, have for nearly a year successfully maintained their stipulations.
In the report which we and other associates l1ad occasion to make la t fall, we took the
opportunity to call your attention to flagrant and patent acts of negligence which had oc-
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curred in the administration of Inc ian affairs, as exhibited to us on Indian territory. Great
improvements have been made in ~a.ny things since that period, and tribes that ~eemed d e~
titute and starving when we first VlSited them, a year ago, are now surrounded w1th splend1d
cornfields, and rejoicing in apparent affiuence.
But our further progress up to more remote tribes has disclosed to us more mortifying e':idence of negligence by former ag~nts, and most probably stupendous frauds and outrage~ m
the administration of Indian affairs, which may deserve your special attention. Immediate
arrangements should be made to place the present agents independent of traders, and also
enable them to build safe storehouses, where the goods can be properly protected and preserved.
Military officers should also b e instructed to give attention to government property, and
not, as in the instance referred to at Union, abandon a post, leaving twenty or thirty thousand
dollars of government goods uncared for. There must be harmonious action between the
agents and military officers in remote localities.
A large portion of the Indian expenditures are made near our settlements, where the milit n.ry has little or nothing· to do with the Indians .or their n eighbors. In such loeations
deliveries of goods should be witnessed by some federal officer who should certify that lte saw
the delivery. In remote localities, where the military have charge of the police regulations of
the country, the commanding officers of the post should attest the delivery in similar term.s.
An I ndian mark on a receipt is not· sufficient evidence of anything. \Vitbont proper w1t·
nesses, you have no assurance that he made it, and it is almost impossible to get one of those
wild Indians to comprehend the meanin g of his touching the pen. They only conceive there
is some "bad medicine " about it, which they will take on the presentation of a gun or a
b anket. You have some good honest agents now in the administration of affairs; but our
i nformation admonishes us of the necessity of establishing a better system of vouchers to
secure any permanent justice in the matter of Indian deliveries.
Although th e law may not specially connect the Indian and military departments, (and
so far as the settled agricultural tribes are concerned there seems no oc.casion for a connection,)
yet in ~be remote administration of government affairs there should be united ~xertion s,
ha rmomous regulatiOns, and patriotic devotion to the government interes t in the mamtenance
of trt-aties and laws.
Ou.r Indian inter~om:se law ~ .need revision, especially so as. to give t~em more sunction or
certamty of executiOn m locahtws remote from marshals, shenffs, and Judges.
It ":ould be well to give m~litary courts concurrent jurisdiction in cases where cr~mes. are
committed by persons traversmg our remote Indian country. Plain and palpable vwl~tions
o~ ~he ~aws cam~ to our noti~e, but prosecutions were impossible, and rogues. g:o unwb.1pped
of JUShce. In chans complamed, and we believe with justice, of the u se of false ~e: g h ts,
measures, and false-bottomed cups, by traders, and we unite with some of our commisswn~~s
·who last year recommended so me provision of law that will secure true measures and fan·
dealing among Indian tribes.
.
R egu lMions conce~·ning Indian service have many years ago been published in pamphlet
form. Tbey were evidently made to apply to Indians of a resident character, in easy access
to legal proces , an d not suited to nomadic tribes which now constitute almost the only
troubl e.,ome I ndian communities. These rules need ;.evision and a sufficient number should
be pnblished to give copies to all agents, officers, steamboat 'captains, and traders occupying
the country. It should embrace all laws and treaties in operation in form of a digest, carefully and conv?uiently arranged with a proper index, so that travellers could easi ly ut;tder·
staud, and lnd mns be taught, the kind of intercourse tolerated or prohibited by the nat1o?al
goverr11~1ent.. The sca:city or entire absence of eopies of old laws and regulations con.;ermng
the I.n~Jan.s IS a great mconvenience, and is a main cause of inaction on the part of officers,
and InJU.lJce on the part of travellers and explorers .
.I~noranc a~~.indifference as to laws and regulations seem to prevail among aU classes,
~Ihttt.ry aud CIVIl; and curt expressions of contempt for all rules of discip line, and arro.gant
di play~ of local rule , orders, council. , and appoiutments, confuse and confound all ratw~al
sy tem.m the admini tration of Indian affairs. Laws and regulations clearly defining dutws
and cnm ·s, with officers well informed and convenient to act and execute, would greatly
improve our intercourse with the aborigines, save us from reproaches, and prevent many of
the trvubles that cost so much of blood and treasure.
EX\:: U'l'ION OF TREATIES.

In tl1.e preceding. remarlts w.e havP ai~ nough to show the very irregular and imperf~ct
mode t our ·xecuuon of tr atlrs.
ghgenc and frauds have characterized tbi :seut1al
executive duty. Indian nr like children, hopeful and anxious for the goods which the
" 'rent FatlH:r' ha vromi · d a: an annuity.
A. th ti.m
f d Ji,· ry nnc.l .am unt 1m been uncertain, they are left to conjecture and
ft<!n rrmnm away from huntm~ g:!ouud for montb., anxiou. and starving, with hopes
de~·rr ·rl. 'Ih' cl ·la · o~ nppropwli.JOn . , delay of purchn e and hipment, and pecially
the un; nfdy und un ·ertlunry of navJ~flllon on uch nvers as the li :ouri and .A.rku,n as are
the fruitful cau es of painful di nppomtmcnt.
'
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A period for the delivery of goods should be selected that would allo~, if possible, all
delays to be overcome, an,d as far as p'ossible the day should be kriown to the Indians, so
they would all understand when and where payment is to be made.
The season for navigating the upper Missouri is June and July, and at other seasons it is
too difficult for certain dependence. Seeds and agricultural implements should be delivered
in the fall to the agent, so be can commence distribution early in the spring-, before rivers
and roads are fairly passable. This is of greater necessity in the arid countries west, where
the moisture of melting snow and early spring rains are the surest aids to agTicul tural suc·
cess. The general delivery of other goods, in view of the frequent hindrances before. named,
could be also arranged best for delivery in the fall season, say on the first day of November.
But it would be better for the Indians to deliver heavy articles at two or three .different
points, as these prairie Indians have no means of conveying or preserdng heavy st01'es. '
Without going into details as to the goods which Indians need, we would especially recommend that every agen_t be supplied with agricultural tools and plenty of seeds, so as to
invite and encourage agricultural pursuits. tP
Agents should also have a large supply of corn to issue to starving Indians, and it would
be well to have a supply of coarse, warm cloth or blankets, for destitute Indians, who are
unable to follow the tribes in their bunting excursions.
Medicines, in convenient form, to allay common dit:;eases, should also be kept by the agent
where a physician is not furnished for the tribe . .
Generally, annuities should furnish the best of blankets and other articles of warm clothing for winter, and strong brown muslin £or summer apparel. Provisions of corn, corn meal,
potatoes, and less of flour and coffee and sngar, would best conform to their necessities and
means for buying; · and safe, sufficient storehouses be erected at each agency to. preserve the
Indian goods ~rom theft or dePay.
·
Agents should be appointed in much greater numbers for the- Indians of the north·west.
They should be located at military posts, and in convenient communication with the tribes
they supelintend, and never, as they have· sometimes been years past, so far from their
agencies as not to know the chiefs of the tribes, or to be known by them. They should be
in conv.enient and frequent commnnication with their people, and not secluded and ignorant
of the Indians for whom they pretend to be agents. A better compensation should be given
to agents, and some certain amount of g·round should be allowed them for their own personal
cultivation, with a privilege of stock, so as to place the agents in more comfortable and independent relations to the tribes, and induce them to display their own skill in agriculture
and household affairs.
ESTIMATE OF TilE TRIBES.

Tribes generally know the number of their lodges or families, but it is difficult to ascertain
the number of persons.
To make appropriations.in fnlfilment of these treaties, these numbers are necessary, and
we submit the approximate numbers, as near as we can judge from our observations and
inquiries :
Lodges.

,Persons.

:M:inneconjous . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . .

370

2,220

Lower Brules ... ·.. . ..• _.. • . • . . . . .

200

1,200

Two Kettles . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . •
Blackfeet Sioux.............. • • . •
Lower Yanktonais................
Sans Arc . . • . . . . •••..•.. - . • . • • . . .
On cpa pas .............. -.. . . . . . .
Ogallallas . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . •
Upper Yanktonais................
As inaboines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mountain Crows....... . . . .. • . . . .
Gros Ven tres of the prairie . . . . . . . .
River Crows------- ..............
Aricakrces, live in larg-e dirt lod ges
Mandaus, live in large dirt lodges ...
Gros Ventres, live in large dirt lodges

200
220

1,200
1,320
2 100 ~
'
(
1,680
1,800
2,100
2,400
2,640
2,400
1,500
1, 500

350
280
300
350
400
440
400
250
250

1

~

Range near Black Hills.
ReserveatmouthofWhiteriver;
cultivate temporarily near Hanclall.
Cultivation begun at Crow creek.
Near the Big Cheyenne.
Cultivate on James Tiver and at
Crow creek.
East. of Black Hills.
North and west of Black Hills.
Near B lack Hills.
East of Fort Rice.
Near Fort Union.
Near Virginia City.
On Milk river.
On Milk river.

·~~~ ( A.ssociat~d a~ Berthold! and
400 ~

cul·

t1vatmg the s01l.

26,360

From thiR tab1e estimates for rl.'gn1ar Annuities, and also the amount required under the agricultural provisions of treaties, may be commenced; but ttgents should h reafter carefully
ascertain the correct numbers, so that all errors may be ultimately avoided.
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In conclusion, we respectfully recommend a further exertion to secure treaties · with more
remote tribes who have not been reached by us, but, in our judgment, may, in the same way,
be brought into amicable relations, and occasional communication with the officers of the
government, and their ultimate friendship secured. ·
Hoping that our efforts may furnish information of some value to your department, and
aid in securing peace and better relations between the Indians and whites who occupy the
region of the Upper Missouri, we respectfully submit this as our final report and conclusion
of our services as commissioners for making treaties with Indian tribes.

NEWTON EDMUNDS,
S. R. CURTIS,
ORRIN GUERNSEY,
HENRY W. REED.

.

Comrnissioners.
Hon. JAMES HARLAN,

Secretary of the Interior.

No. 65.
EXECU'fiVE OFFICE, yANKTON,

D. T.,

September 22, 1866.
SIR: I have th e honor to ack'nowledge herewith the receipt of your favor of the J 3th instant,
in the closing paragraph of whieh you take occasion to invite the undersigned to furnish your
office with information in relation to Indian matters in this superintendency for your annual
report of this year. In compliance with the above request, and with the vi ew of coutributing
hy every means in my power to perpetuate the ·peaeeful and friendly relatious now existing
throughout this superintendency, I beg leave to submit the followiug, believing them to be
the most important considerations to be offered for perpetuating and cementing the fri endly
relations existing at the present time between the Indians of this superintendency and the
people of the United States.
As an evidence of the good faith of the Indians and their fidelity thus far to their treaty
obligations, I beg leave to state that of the large number of persons (miners) who have passed
down the Missouri river within the past two months, hundreds of them in open boats an d
in_ small parties of _from two to twenty persons, in no case have these parties been interfered
:v1th, thou&"h passmg for upwards of 2,000 miles through an Indian country, wher~ only at
mtervals ot from 250 to 60U miles is to be found a military post to which such partws could
apply for protection, it being well understood by ·all the Indians along this river that these
llliners carry large sums of money.
A st~·ict and ri~id enforcement of the laws of Congress and the regulations of the department m the Ind1an country iu all cases is not only requisite but necessary to the successful
management of Indian matters and the perpetuity of peace. In ali cases of failure to comply with such laws and reg ulations on tht part of persons in the Indi an cou ntry, sueh persons should be removed by the military authorities at once, thus giving the Imlians ocult1.r
evidence of the determination of the government to protect them in every particular.
.
cond. It is equally important that the new treaties made with the various tribes in this
s?perintendencJ: should be adhered to in every particular. Great discretio~ should J:>e excr-.
Cise~, not only Ill the purchase of the goods, buying only such as are useful and will be of
service and benefit to them, but the distribution should be regularly and promptly made, and
in such manner as fully to satisfy the Indians that they get all that they are justly entitled to
receive by the provi. ions of their respective treaties.
The e treaties having be n made in open council and participated in and approved by a
large majority of each tribe or band, after full explanations had been made to th em by the
commis. ion on the part of tl1e government, the great mass of the Indians thoroughly und r laud all the provisions made for their benetit, and I am fully of the opinion that ttll that
i. nece . ary to Law th gr at rna ·s of the Indians adher to and abide by the stipulations
therein is to have them fully convinc d that they are r ceiving from the governm nt all they
areju tly enlitl d to by th provi. ions of the n ew treaties. To this end too much pains cann t well b taken in guarding anc making the distributi n of annuities under th ese treaties.
I thcr •fore hop to ee some plan adupt d that will perfectly protect the Indians in this particular.
Third. A r a. onable amount of lock, agricultural impl ments, anu se ds should be Sllp·
I'li d by th g >Y('rnm ·~t l . th . var_iou triiJ de irin g to adopt an arrriculturallife, and, by
way of en · unw ·m ·u_t m tb1; _d1r ·ct_10n I woulu thf'relore recommend thut the L wer Brule,
Two Kettle. , "' w ·r Yankt ntu , nckar <' , 'ro
entres and Mandans ea ·h be furui ·h d,
n x !;priJw, \\ ith a nppl of the. t\rti ·I . ~>uffi ·icnt to t 't th ir sil1c 1ity in this r . pect. I
w uld al
r • · mm ·u c~ tbnt a fnnner he allowed th above tribe u.t <..:row 'rPek agen ·y, Fort
~ ·r h ld wh . dnt ' 1t hull h t tnk care of this kind of property and t ·uch tb luuiaus
how to u e it in the cultivation of th ·oil.
'
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Fourth. I would recommend a thorough investigation into the conduct and management
<Jf all the Indian agencies at least twice in each year, by some person or persons, either fr<>m
your office or, at least, entirely disconnected with the service in the district of country to be
investigated. Such persons should be fully empowered to correct any abuses which may
have crept into the service from any cause during the intervals of such visits. At such
semi-annual investigations it would be well, in my opinion, to call upon the Indians at the
various points visited to state their grievances, in case any such had arisen, in open council,
and at the same time they could present to the special agent or visitor the views and wishes
of their respective tribes; and should they on such occasions advocate a change of policy on
any material point, they should be allowed to give their reasons therefor. They would be
brought in this way, in a very short time, to realize the deep interest the government takes
in their welfare and improvement in civilization. I feel confident that a rigid enforcement of
the laws of Congress in the Indian country, strict and impartial justice in all cases of difficulty arising between Indians and white mef4 and a full, regular, and prompt compliance
with the treaties recently made with these Indians on the part of the gover!lment, are all that
is required to cause the great mass of them to adhere rigidly to their new treaty obligations
and perpetuate the peace now so happily existing' throughout our extended frontier settlem·e nts.
To reclaim and civilize them is a work of time. It cannot be effectually done in one year
or two, even. It is the work of a generatie:n, perhaps of generations. Patience, .kindness,
justice, truthfulness-indeed, I believe all the cardinal vir~ues-must be brought into play and
constantly exercised toward them, and with perseverance for a series of years, it will be
found that not an impression has been made, but that a gradual improvement is being made
upon them in the right direction. That they are susceptible of fmprovement and civilization
I have no doubt; but the fact should not be lost sight of that the Indians of the Territory are
all what are termed (and justly so) wild Indians, and have been for many generations, with
strong pr~judices and natural inclinations to continue their present mode of life. They ara
satisfied with it, and nearly all believe it the only true and independent way to live.
To reclaim them, their prejudict'S and inclinations have got to be undermined, and to . do
this they must be convinced of the· superiority and benefits of a more civilized mode of life.
One lecture or one speech will not accomplish this end. .It is a work of example, often repeated, attended by a liberal and generous supply of patience and perseverance, with constant kindness and courtesy in all cases, accompanied with strict and exact justice, so frequently repeated and persisted in as to convince the benighted and savage mind of the superiority of our ways over theirs, and cause them to adopt our mode of life in preference to
theirs for its intrinsic merits, and the additional comforts and conveniences obtained thereby,
of which fact they will have become fully convinced, under the proposed course of treatment,
in due time.
The above are deemed by the undersigned as of the first imp0rtance in relation to the general 'policy to be adopted as applicable to all the tribes in this :;uperintendency.
I have deemed it better, for the present, to confine myself to general rather than to specific
subjects, awaiting future developments and the action of the President and Senate in such of
the new treaties as have not yet been ratified, to indicate to the department a more specific
and definite policy.
·
There are, however, two tribes in this superintendency (Poncas and Yankton Siuux) who
have for a number of years been settled upon reservations adjacent to the white settlements,
have generally taken the first step towards improvement and civilization. and it is is believed
they are now prepared to make another advance, and to whom it is believed to be proper at
this time to offer encouragement for a second step by the organization of some plan for the
improvement of the benighted and savage mind.
To this end I would recommend the early opening of a school at each of their agencies,
under the auspices of some benevolent religious association, who will look upon it not only
as a duty, but a pleasure, to labor in such a cause, and who will (if necessary) willingly
contribute pecuniary aid in furtherance of this object.
I believe a reasonable amount of religious zeal is not only requisite, but necessary, to sup·
ply the requisite amount of patience and perseverance to secure the end souO'ht, in trying to
educate and civilize these people.
.
"
In relation to the course to be pursued in furtherance of this object, I beg leave to state that
I am clearly of opinion that a plan that will separate the pupil from the parent I believe the
one the most likely to be attended with satisfactory results.
Should this plan be adopted, in order to secure the number of pupils desired at the opening of such sc.hools, I would call the whole tribe together, and after fully explaining ~o
them all the obJects and benc:fits of an education, I would ask them to designate from thell'
number the persons the:r desired to h~ve educated. First, I would invite parents to lea~ forward ~be child th.e:r desned to place m school. If, after this, enough had not been obtamed,
the ch1efs and soldiers of each band should be called upon to make up the number. Set:ond,
the children shall be taken charge of by the teachers and matrons of the school, should be
clothed, lodged, fed, educated, and kept at ihe school, under the surveillance of the teacher
or matron ai all times.
I can but think that the influence of the twenty-five to fifty young men and women who
12 l
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will leave such schools after the first two or three years, wbo have learned how to live, bow to
manaO'e and transact their business, how to take care of and make themselves comfortable,
will be more salutary and beneficial to their respect.ive tribes, and contribute far more to
then: amelioration than can be done in any ot.her way by an equal expenditure of money.
But slight impress.ion ?an .be made on the .adults . . Their ~abit.s are so .fixed and firmly established by example, mclmat10n, and educatiOn that but httle ImpressiOn can be made upon
their minds. Indeed, I am inclined to think this fact sufficiently demonstrated in all history
of this people already found in your department, and consequently needs no argument to
prove it fpom me at this time.
.
.
. .
This fact being adJ?itted,_the quest:on.n~~ur:.:lly anses where we a!·e to bc.gm, m order to
educate this people With av1ew to theu CIVIlizatiOn? The above fact m relatiOn to the adults
being admitted, we have no difficulty in answering the query, to wit, with the children.
We commence our efforts on their children for the following reasons :
First. For the reason that they ate more tractable and suseeptible of the kind of impression we design to make on their minds.
.
Second . They have not arrived at an age in life when their n otions of the future have become so fix ed in their minds as to make it difficult, if not impossible, to change them.
Third. They have not, for the reas,on that they are children, ?>Cquired those habits of indolence and carelessness in relation to the future which renders it difficult, and in a majority
of cases almost impossible, to induce their parents or . the adults of a tribe to change their
mode of life.
·
Fourth. They are, as a general thing, tractable and bright in intellect, and, away from
their parents, easily influenced by persons enjoying· their respect and confidence, and having been trained to habits of industry for a few years and become accustomed to the comforts of a civilized home, which they will have at' a. school of this kind, it is fair to presume
that they will seek to induce their parents and friends to ·adopt a mode of life, b~inging to
their homes such comforts ns they have learned while at school to appreciate and enJoy.
SPECIAL CASES.
PONCAS.

Since my acquaintan~e with this tribe, for a -period of upwards of five years, th ey have
remained faithful to their treaty obligations in every particular, under circumstances at times
that would have palliated, if not excused, a hostile attitude on their part. The unprovoked
and fiendish attack made by a party of drunken United States soluiers in the fall of 1863
upon a small number of this tribe, while making their way to their reservation and home
from a friendly visit to a neighboring tribe, the Omahas, by which seven of them lost their
lives and considerable property, would have been considered, in a civilized community, as
a sufficient cause for retaliating upon their murderers or their relatives, especially if no effort
was made to indemnify the sufferers, by the government who had permitted its soldiers to
perpetrate such wrongs.
·
These outrages were at that time proven and the proof and accompanying report forwarded
to your office, and are now matters of record there, and the supplemental treaty made with
this tribe in March, 1865, extending their reservation down the Niobrara to the Missouri river 1
and agreeing to pay them the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, was for the purpose of indemnifying this tribe for the losses they then sustained and some others not now in my recollection. The ratification of this supplemental treaty is not only a matter of grave and vital
importance to this tribe, but one that should be consummated in strict justice, ~nd as a reward for their fidelity to their treaty obligations and their forbearance under such strong
provocation.
With this proposed addition to their old reservation, this tribe will, in a very short time,
become not only self-supporting but good and industrious citizens. This tribe has raised a
good crop of com this year.
YANKTOKS.

The prospects of this tribe, so far as food is concerned, are very fl.altering, comparing the
present with the past two or thr e years. They have raised a good crop of corn and have an
abunuance of br ad for all the tribe if properly cared for and aveti for winter use. In some
other re peels they ar.e no better off than heretofore. I am sorry to say I see no signs of improvement over previOus management, so far as the conduct of their busitle ·s is concerned.
The in.tere t of the e Indian . eems the last int rest con ulted in all ca es, and this is only
done, 1f at all, when all other 1nt :re t: are not only satisfied but fully satiated. In this re·pect I regard the pro pects of th1s tnbe a most unfortunate and that some of the most intel!ioent of th m ft· l tbi · t be true I have every reason to b~lieve. Th ir shops, instead of
b ·mg u d to prom~t • and add to t~e comfort and convenience of the Indians, are first used
for th • acco mod.atw~ and com•en1ence of white people, who are either but temporary resi1 ·nt fr~u~ ~ecumary 1ot r ' t , r OtJly pa ing through the re ervation on business ot their
own. 1 h1. 1 e:-peC1ally true of the black mith shop. The time of the smith, which is paid
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by the government out of their funds, and their tools, iron and coal, are not only used in this
way, but Indian work is often laid aside or wholly neglected for the accommodation of this
class of customers. The time of their farmer, who is in receipt of a liberal salary from the
government and Indians, is largely devoted and consumed in attending to the business of the
sutler store, though long since the agent was specifically instructed not to permit a continuance of these abuses. Th ese matters are often made subjects of serious complaint by Indians, not only in private conversation but also in general councils, and the Indians are daily
becoming louder and bolder on this subject on all occasions when they have any idea that a
reiteration of these complaints are likely to be beneficial to them, but they say, and apparently with justice, that they see no way of remedying these evils an.:l obtaining justice so
long as they are permitted to exist. They also fear that in seeking to remedy them they will
lose all, and so, for the sake of the small benefit& they now receive at the hands of the government, dealt out to them, as it is, by orders on the traders' store to a very great extent, they
keep quiet, hoping, almost against hope, that at some future time a remedy will be provided
by the government, and th ey enabled to get justice done them at its hands.
It is much more in accordance with my feelings, and a far more agreeable duty, to be able
to commend a public officer for fidelity in the discharge of his official duties and good management than to feel obliged, from a sense of duty, thus to criticize his acts, and I should refmin from doing so at this time but for the fact of a knowledge of the deep interest you have
taken in this agency, and the earnest efforts you have repeatedly made to correet its mismanagements in these particulars, indeed, any others to which your attention may have been
called, and the additional fact that your efforts, 1 know, have been promptly seconded by this
office in all cases. I simply, in this case, state facts to leave to your department the application of the proper remedy. Th e wrongs and deceptions practiced upon the Indians in the
State of Minnesota for a series of years caused the Indian outbreak and massacre in that
State in 1862, by which 800 persons lost their lives, and the government was involved· in a
protracted Indian war, lasting nearly four years and costing many millions of dollars, and
we have no reason to suppose that a repetition of these wrongs in the management of Indian
matters will not at some future time lead to similar results in this Territory. It was the
wish and endeavor of the northwestern Indian peace commission, of which I was a member,
to correct these abuses as far as possible, and to that end every opportunity was given to the
Indians to speak freely of tkem in council, and every possible pains was taken to satisfy the
Indian.s 'that they should be corrected, and that, in future, strict justice and fair dealing
should be metea out to them in all cases. This course is as applicable to the settled tribes
with whom that commission did not treat as to those with whom they treated.
CROW CREEK MlENCY.

I have as yet seen no reason to change or amend the recommendations made by the northwestern Indian peace commission in relation to this agency. I am clearly of the opinion
that the department will consult its true ipterest by retaining this location for an Indian
agency and seelcing by every fair and honorable means to induce the Brules, Two Kettles.
and Lower Yanktonais to adopt it as their future home.
ARICKAREES, GROS VENTRES AND MANDANS.

These confederate tribes, which hereafter may justly be regarded and treated as one, are
well satisfied with their present location, Fort Berthold, and they should, in my opinion, be
regarded now as a settled tribe. They number about 2,500 people, are fi-ugal and industrious, and are, in my opinion, reliable fi·iends of the government. I would recommend that
they be provided with a resident agent, a farmer, and also with a few yoke of working oxen,
some plous-hs, and a reasonable amount of hoes, axes and seed; also a few c.ows for their use,
by way of encouraging them in their efforts to cultivate the soil.
ASSINABOL.'\'ES.

.

.

Little, if anything, can be done with this w;ld and roving tribe to induce them to change
their moue of life at present. A just and equitable distribution of the annuities to this tribe,
regularly made in such manner and under such regulations as to cause them to know and
feel that they are receivmg all that is theu due, will cause them to remain quiet and friendly
to the government and people in the future.
CROW

AND GROS VENTRES OF THE Pl{AIRIE.

These tribes expressed a wish to settle at the same point on the left bank of the Misso?~'i
river, immediately above the mouth of Milk river, in Montana Territory I did not see tms
country, but from all that I could learn of it I think it as suitable for them as any place the!
could now be inuuced to select. In ca e the treaties with these tribes are approved and ratified, I would recommend that they be allowed an agent, and that agency buildings b~ provided for them at the point selected by them for a home. They will do little or oothmg at
present in the way of cultivating the soil.
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With that portion of this tribe living for the past two years in the vicinity of Fort Wads·worth numbering about two hundred lodges, I would recommend that a treaty be · made at
:an ea1~ly day, embracing the general provisions submitted to their representatives last summer by the peace commission while at Fort Rice, which was entirely satisfactory to a large
majority of them at that time, and would have been signed but for the efforts of J. R. Brown,
esq., who bas resided among them for some years, who ·was not suited with it for some
reason, doubtless best known to himself, but which we (the commissioners) thought was only
for the reason that it (tile treaty) did not provide liberally for himself and family, and place
him and his partisans in a position to control this tribe and its interests in the future; a scheme
which we, as commissioners, did not think it wise or best to recommend.
In case these people are allowed to remain in the vicinity of their present location, and a
treaty so made with them with that view, I ilo not think it would be difficult to induce that ·
portion of them still regarded as hostile to make peace and return to their allegiance to the
government. Should this be accomplished in a reasonable time, I would recommend that
the whole tribe be onre more got together, believing that it would be true economy to do so,
and greatly to their advantage.
In conclusion, which also concludes my official connexion with your office, I desire to
thank yem for the uniform courtesy I have received at your hands, and at the same time
bear testimony to your earnest and constant -efforts (so far as I have been able to judge) to
discharge the duties of your office with strict fidelity and justice to all parties.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obP.dient servant,

·

NEWTON EDMUNDS,

Geneml and ex-officio Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Ron. D. N. COOLEY,
Cornmisswner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 66.
' THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION,
CoNGRESS OE THE UNITED S.TATES,
IN THE HOUSE OF HEPRSENTATIV E S,

' May 23, 1866.
On motion of Mr. Windom, t}Je following was adopted:
Resolved. That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to examine into, and inform the
House as soon as practicable, how much money bas heretofore been appropriated for the
erection of school-bouses and the maintenance of schools at the different Indian agencies
within the Dakota Indian superintendency, and the manner in which the same bas been expended, together with the present condition of said agencies, and the manner in which the
'
business of said superintendency and agencies has been conducte9.
Attest:
EDWART? McPHERSON, Clerk.

No. 67.
WASIIINGTON, D. C., July 16, lo6G.
IR: In complir.nce with~our instmctions, under date of 9th ultimo, I left vVa hington

on the evening of the lOth to visit the Dakota superintendency and make the investigation
and report upon the conduct of Indian affairs there, which was required by the instructions
above refetTed to, and by House resolution of May 23, 1866.
H~ving t~ken such te::;timony as the limited time and the surrounding circumstances would
permit, I have the honor to submit the same, with the following report. I desire to premise
that, in maki ng the investigation, I confined my::;elf to persons against whom there was evil
speaking by the people of the T erri tory, and to transactions in regard to which I could obtain comp t nt t~ tim.ony . If n o ev il is spoken of a superintendent or Indian agent in Dak ota by th peopl , b 1 con~ uct mu ,t htwe. been ci1 cum pect; and if hearsay evidence could
be tak n, many volume, m1ght be fi lled wt th a report upon Indian affairs in that superin·
tendency.
THE .

PERn\'l'E "DE . Y PROPER.

R on . .. wlon :Ldmund , g vcr~o r. and ex officio uperintend nt Indian affairs, was ab ent
on dnty a · on of th P ac com m1 . wners to tlie trib on th e U'l:'per 1issouri and I did not
th ·r ·fore, haY a fair opportunity to exami ne into the conduct o Indiau affair; in the supre'
T
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in tendency proper. A great deal is said by the people to the prejudice of the governor in his
management of Indian affairs, but I was unable, under the circumstances, to elicit such facts
as would sustain these reports against him. Upon his return from the Upper Missouri I propose to make furt.her investigation and report in his case.
CROW CREEK AGENCY.

The Indians of this agency having been removed to Niobrara, in the northern superintendency, I did not extend my inquiries to it.
.

'

PONCA AGENCY.

I heard nothing said, of a definite character, to the prejudice of Agent Potter. I found
the Indians of his agency nearly all located on their proposed new reservation, about twelve
miles from the agency buildings. In a talk I bad with some of the chiefs ,a nd headmen they
expressed great solicitude about the ratification of their new treaty. These Indians raised
much more corn last year than they neeqed, but their liberality in giving it away to their
neighbors, the Yanktons, ·has almost brought them to want. They have a little more ground
planteq this year than last, and the prospects for an abundant crop were never better.
The Poncas have no school, and never had. The school-house erected at the ageney by
late Agent Hoffman was never finished, and should not be. It is twice 'as large as the wants
of the tribe would require; and the frame-work is as much too light as t1le building is too
large. The lumber in it is good, and could be used in building a school-house at the new
reservation, should the treaty be ratified. No funds have be0n expended for school purposes
at this agency since Agent Potter took charge of it.
YANKTON SIOUX AGENCY.

'fLe conduct of affairs of this agency was the su~ject of universal remark by the people of
Dakota, but the limited time I had at my command, and the difficulty I exp,erienced in finding parties who have been personally cognizant of its details, compel me to submit an incomplete report, accompanied by testimony that is little more suggestive of what common
report and the logic of circumstances indicate has been going on there since the agency was
established. I found no one who was acquainted with the details of the management of the
agency under the administration of late Agent Redfield, and very few who were familiar with
its management by late Agent Burleigh. The few I did find were generally unwilling to give
information . One of them, Jacob Rufner, who was the first I called upon to testify, refused
to be sworn, unless I first explained to him what I desired. ''I want to know what you want,"
he said, " because, if it's any slur on Dr. Burleigh, I a~nt a going to have anything to do
with it. If I do he will fix it so I'll never get anything in the world, and he will drive rqe
out of the country." Therefore, in making such investigation as I did, I was compelled to
search out individual cases at random, without previous knowledge as to their character.
Among other data placed in my hands to assist me in examining into Indian affairs in Da.
kota were the duplicate accounts oflate Agent Bu.rleigh. Many of the facts which I have
elicited are unintelligible, excep t in connection with these accounts, and I shall, therefore, be
compelled to make frequent reference to them; and, to make what follows more readily understood, I must refer to one matter that appears from the accounts alone, which is the manner }n which late Agent Burleigh disposed of the property which came into his possession, a
manner which I know you have not tolerated since you assumed the position you now hold.
In looking over the accounts of the late Agent Burleigh I find that, at the encl of each
quarter, he reports no property on hand, and in seeking an explanation of this I discover
that he has taken and filed with his accounts tho receipts of the Indians for every article purchased by him, or sent to him by the department. The form of receipt generally used is as
follows:
"We, the undersigned, chiefs and headmen of the tril:)e of Yankton Sioux Indians, hereby
ack~owledge to have received fi·om W. A. Burleigh, our agent, all the goods and property
heremafter mentioned, and we authorize our said agent to retain in his possession for our
use and benefit, as he may deem best for our interests, and to actually deliver to us for our
use and consumption, such portions, from time to time, as be may judge proper for us."
Under these receipts all farming implements, all work-cattle, all stock, all tools for the
shops and mill, all medicines, all property of every description. from the horses he drove to
the pen-knife he carried in his pocket, were dropped from the a()'ent's returns as "issued
to the Indians."
"
Take, for example, the following items from the Indian receipt, in ln,te Agent Burleigh's
account, for the third quarter of 1863, a copy of which is herewith: "One pair of bay horses,
7 years old; 1 set of double harness; 1 dozen 17-inch mill files; 2 L4-inch ploughs, 2 ox
w_agons ; 6 dozen Seidlitz powders ; ~pounds compound sirup of squills; 6 dozen .Ayr's
p1lls; 1. gallon 95 per {lent. alcohol; 3 bottles of rose water; 1 cook 'stove; 1 M 6,4:34 ?-kinch official envelopes; 1M doublQ thick white letter envelopes; 1 ream P and P excelswr
legal cap ; ~ ream first-class Congress cap; 1 ream quarto post; 1 ream P and P first-class
note; 1 seal; 1 penknife; 1 ruling pen; 1 gross pens; 1 dozen lead pencils; 1 ca h box i
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4 bottles (quart) Arnold's fluid; 4 bottles, B-ounce mucilage; 2 bottles, 2-ounce, carmine
1 pound'of wax; 1 memorandum book; 1 ream of vouchers; 1 port-folio."
To this receipt the agent makes a certificate in these words :
''I certify on honor that I have actually delivered to the chiefs and headmen of the Yankton
Sioux all of the goods and property mentioned in the foregoing receipt.
"W. A.. BURLEIGH,
" United States Indian Agent.
"YANKTON AGENCY, September 30, 1863."
Another matter, of much less consequence, however, appears from the accounts above,
which is, that many articles were purchased by late Agent Burlejgh with Indian funtls which
could not have beep. necessary for the Indians. The following list ·w ill furnish an example:
One sewing-machine, June 1, 1861. ..... ---------- ..-.... -~- ---- ____ ------ ·----- $90 00
School-books, July 30, 1861. .......................... .. ... . . _... _. . . . . .. . . . . 49 64
Eleven bedsteads, 2 dozen chairs, August 12, 1861. _.......... . _.... __ .. . . . . . . .. 77 30
One cook stove, August 14, 1861. .••...... r . . . . . . . . . . . __ • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • 30 ~~
One cook range, August 21, 1861. ..................... _. _.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75
School-books, September 8, 1862 .................. __ ...................... ____ 25 97
One cook stove, September 8, 1863 ....•... _....... ____ ... _.•.......... ~ _ . . . . . . 24 00
Four bedsteads, 2 mattrasses, 2 dozen chairs~ 4 tables, September 13, 1862..... . . . . 49 00
These accounts also show that the late Agent Burleigh frequently made purchases of corn,
cattle, beef, &c., fi·om the employes of the agency-a thing not allowed under your administra~ion-and they also show, which is of much greater consequence, that all the purchases
made by late Agent Burleigh were made without inviting competition by advertising fM
proposals , or in any manner regarding the act of March 2, 1861, on that subject.
.
I will now briefly refer to some points in the testimony, which is herewith submitted, m
connection with some ot the items in the accounts of late Agent Burleigh. First, his accounts show that, in addition to the cattle for beef, he purchased seventy-three yoke of work
cattle, two hundred and seventy-five milch cows, also five horses, fifty-six stock hogs, and
seventeen wagons. The testimony shows that there :was at the agency, when Agent Conger
took possession, one milch cow, and no more, which the late agent gave to Mrs. Conger;
but not one ox, one horse, and not one hog, and one wagon. Owing to the peculiar manner
in which the agent accounted for all property which came into his possession, i.t is diffi.eult
to. find ~xactly what became of these cattle, horses, hogs. and wagons. The Indi~n receipts,
With h1s accounts, merely show that they were delivered to the Indians or retamecl by the
agent to be delivered when he saw proper.
John W. Owens testifies, that "two yoke of cattle, two wagons, some ploughs, chains,
and yokes," were brought from the agency and put under his charge on Dr. Burleigh's farm,
at Bon Homme; and Ellis W. Wall testifies that he bought from the agent and took f~·om
the agency three yoke of .cattle and one wagon. Mr. Owens also testifies that the Indians
killed thirteen oxen for getting into their fields, and that the meat of these oxen was taken to
tho warehouse and "sold out to the Indians."
He also testifies that there were large numbers of milch cows brought to the farm of late
Agent Burleigh, at Bon Homme, and that when John H . Burleigh (the agent's brother .and
fa:mer at the agency)broughtone hundred and eleven head to the farm, he (John H. Burlmgh)
sa1d they were Indian cattle, bought with Indian money. This is not competent t estimony,
however, and the remark made by the agent to Owens, in regard to this same lot of ca.ttle,
''We have a fino lot of cows here now, and we can k eep them till we get a calf or two apiece
·
from them," is not definite.
econd, in the accounts of the late Agent Burleigh, for the fourth quarter, 1862, he has
a vou~her which he designates as , a "Pay-roll of employing, constructing a school-house. "
On this pay-roll are the names of Ira "Williams, Richard Kane, John Kenny, Wm. Moore,
George Yale, Abram , haefer, Joseph Brady, Mathew McWherry, Jam es Clark, Dwight
"\Vodworth, and James Dugan. They are rated as "carpenters," and paid each for twelve
days' service at the rate of one dollar and seventy-five cents per day. I know by personal
observation and by testimony that there is not and never was a school-house at the agency;
and Charles E. Hedges testifies that these ''carpenters" were oldiers stationed at the agency.
Third, these accounts show that the late Agent Burleigh paid allie D. Faulk, as a teacher,
in the fourth quarter, 1 61; and she, and ath rine S. Burleigh, as teachers in the first,
second, third, and fourth quarters, 1 62; anrl Catherine S. Burleigh and Henrietta Faulk,
as teach rs, in the s cond quarter of 1 63.
The testimony shows that th rewa a school for white children at the agency, taught by
Dr. Barrett, who was paid as a physician, but there was n vera school for Indians.
Fourth. The account. show that Clarence Brown was paid as engineer in the second, third,
and fourth quarter:, 1 61, and that Al xander Keel r was paid as miller from the time Agent
Bur1ei"h t ok ·hargc.up to .Iarch 31, J 63, about two years. 'fh testimony of Guyon and
Bradford ·bows that t.h m.J\1 was not in running order, and that it was not even standing
until :Ir. Bradford 11 t 1t up m the summer of 1 ot. Guyon says " the only ngineer was
Ir. Bradford; th re wa no miller there."
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Fifth. The testimony of Mr. Bradford shows that John Thompson and James Mechling
worked for Agent Burleigh on his farm, at Bon Homme, while they were enrolled and paid,
the former as blacksmith and the latter as tinsmith at the agency. The same testimony
shows that this blacksmith did work for parties outside, and was paid for it, and that this
tinsmith made tinware which was sold by Agent Burleigh to his trader.
Sixth: Erom the time Doctor Burleigh took charge of the agency, early in ISG t until July,
1863, as also in the fourth quarter 1864, and first quarter 1865, Timothy B. Burleigh was
enrolled and paid as a laborer at the rate of forty dollars pet: month. The testimony of Owens,
Guyon, and Bradford shows that this Timothy B. Burleigh was a son of Agent Burleigh;
that he was a boy of thirteen years, going to Doctor Barrett's school, or amusing himself in
hunting and trapping.
·
·
Seventh. The testimony of Hedges and "Wheeler shows that the mess-bouse at the agency,
which is a stage station where travellers are wont to stop, was kept up, during the administration of Agent Burleigh, until May 16, 1864, by S. B. Shrader and Foster T . Wheeler, and
that the receipts went into the hands of Agent Burleigh or to his family. These men were,
as the accounts will show, enrolled and paid as employes- paid with the money of the Indians
while they worked for the agent.
Eighth. John W . Owens testifies that while he was employed at the agency he was paid
at the rate of one dollar per day, for which be generally signed blank vouchers. According
to the account.s of late Agent Burleigh the Indians paid Mr. Owens at the rate of $460 per
annum for a part of the time, anJ for a part at the rate of $480. Foster T. Wheeler swears
that be worked in the mess-house for over two years, for which he received pay at the rate
of twenty-five dollars per month, and no more. In these accounts Mr. Wheeler receipts for
wag-es at the rate of thirty dollars per month, except for the fourth quarter, 186:3, when he
Teceipts at the rate of forty dollars. After examining one of the pay-rolls he testifies that he
"don't think the figures were there when he signed it."
Ninth. Mr. Owens testifies that in the spring of 1862 he sold to Agent Burleigh "sixty or
seventy bushels (but not more) of corn and forty bushels of potatoes, for twenty-five cents per
bushel for each," for which he signed a blank voucher. This sale would bring Mr. Owens
between twenty-five and thirty dollars. In the accounts of the agent (Burleigh) th e voucher
purports to be for omi hundred and seventy bushels of corn and two hundred bushels of potatoes, at one dollar per bushel each, making three hundred and seventy dollars, for which
amount the agent gets credit. It is scarcely worth while. in this connexion to mention that
Guyon swears that he sold Burleigh a mule for eighty dollars which is put down at ninety in
his accounts.
T enth. Voucher No. 41 in the accounts of the late Agent Burleigh is for "gathering and
hauling from wreck of steamer J. G. Morrow forty tons of freight to the Yankton agency, at
thuty dollars . per ton." It is receipted by Charles E. Hedges. The timid Rufner testifies
that he helped to save the,<>e goods, and that they were hauled to the agency by some Norwegians that Agent Burleigh hired. Owens testifies that there were difierent men hired to
haul them, and that he was one of them. Siever Halverson Myhren, a Norwegian, testifies
that he hauled 3,500 pounds of these goods to the agency, for which he was paid at the rate
of seventy-five cents per hundred pounds. Lewis Larson, also a Norwegian, testifies that he
hauled two loads of these goods, for which he was paid at the rate of seventy-five cents per
hundred pounds. He also swears that ten others who hauled at the same time he did were
paid at the same rate. Both Myhren and Larson testify that they were paid by Agent Burleigh, and that Hedges had nothing to do with the matter. Here we see, then, that if there
were really forty tons of these g·oods, Agent Burleigh p(tid six hundred dollars for hauling them,
and, having a convenient man at his elbow to sign a voucher, he charges the Indians twelve
hundred for it.
Eleventh. Voucher No. 5 in the accounts of late Agent Burleigh for the second quarter,
1863, is signed by S. B. Shrader, an employe w)lo kept the mess-house. It is for furnishing
twelve hundred meals for scholars and apprentices, amounting to three hundred dollars. The
accounts of the late agent show that there was an apprentice employed -for two quarters in
the blacksmith shop ; Bradford testifies that there was one employed in the blacksmith shop
for about one month, and that there were no other apprentices. The only other indir.ation
that there were apprentices is that, per voucher No. 14 in these accounts, first quarter 1862,
A. J. Faulk is paid for boarding two or three months. As I know there was no school, and
of course no ''scholars," who tben, if anybody, ate those twelve hundred meals? There is
no doubt the amount of this voucher was paid because, under the mess-house arrangement,
the money ·went to the agent.
~welfth. The ac~ounts of late Agent Burleigh for the thiFd quarter J G4 show that certain
cl111 ms for depredatiOns by the Yanktons had been paid as follows :
F. D. Pease, September 30, 1864. ___________ ·- ____ ____ ______ __ _____ _ ______
$2,571 00
W. A. Demp:ey, eptember ao, 1864 . ___________ . _____ ______ ______ __ ______
611 00
l! red. Carman, 'eptember 30, 1 64. ____ . ______ . ___________________ .. ____ 550 00
John H. Owens, September30, l 64. _____ ------------------------------750 00
Ellis W. Wall, eptember :30, J 64--- ---·-----·-------- ;-----·- ---------1,313 75
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Of these claimants I could only find Owens and Wall. Their testimony in regard to these
claims presents a singular state of facts. I will briefly refer to it: Owens swears that he
placed his claim in the hands of Doctor Burleigh, then agent, for collection, with the agreement that the proceeds should be equally divided between them ; that be signed blank
voucher for it to enable the agent to collect it, and that "be bas J?,ever received a cent of it."
Wall testified in regard to his claim that h.e presented it to Agent Burleigh, who said he bad
no time to attend to it, but advised him to get Esquire Faulk, the father-in-law of Agent
Burleigh, to collect it; that he placed it in the hands of the .esquire, agreeing to pay him onehalf for its collection; that when be afterwards spoke to the agent about it he stated that he
did not know bow the esquire was getting along with it, but be thot!ght there was no chance;
that in September, 1864, be was at the agency and saw Doctor Burleigh, but the witness
bad better relate the res t in his own language :
H e continues, "Dr. Burleigh told me be was very anxious to see me, and told me to be
sure and come to the office before he went away. I saw him before I left; he told me he bad
been on to vVashington, and that there was no show for my claim: He said he wanted to
h elp the people up here, though, that I was a poor man, and that if I would sign the vouchers, he would give me up my note for $500, and stand his chances for collecting my claim.
I signed the vouchers and he gave me up my note. I have never heard anything further
about the matter since; this was in September 1864." Funds to p!ty the claim, $1,313 7fi, in
full, had been placed in agents l1ands in August 1864. The records of your office show that
the claim of Owens, above referred to, was allowed by Commissioner Dole January 15, 1864.
They do not show that either of the above claims was allowed ~t all, except that the funds to
pay them were remitted to Agent Burleigh August 19, 1864.
·
Although Wall testifies that his claim was placed in the hands of Mr. Faulk to be collected
.on the shares, (the agent stating be bad no time to attend to it,) the records show that Agent
B url eigh, and not Mr. Faulk, presented it to the department.
The note for $500 alluded to by Wall, as above, was given, as his testimony will show, for
four yoke of oxen and a wagon; one yoke of which oxen were sold to him by Agent Burleigh
from his farm, and three yoke and the wagon from the-agency.
The certificates to the vouchers of Owens and that of Wall are both in the same language,
and as follow s :
·
."I certify, on honor, that the above. account is correct and just, and that I have actually,.
thts 30th day of September, 1864, paid the amount thereof.
"W. A. BURLEIGH,

"United States Yankton Agent."
There is o~e other matter of which it may be well to speak, where the accounts of lat e
Agent Burle1gh and the surrounding circumstances do not seem to accord, which is in regard
to lumber. 'l'here was no sawing done until Hl62, as Guyon and Bradford testify. During
that year agent Burleigh, as per his accounts, purchased 90,000 feet of saw-logs; in 1863 he
purchasPd 150,000 feet; and in 1864, 49,000 feet-in all, 289,000 feet. Mr. Bradford, working by the m.ont~, sawed the logs in 1862, and, as per the accounts, was paid by ~h~ 1,000
feet for so domg m J 63 and 1864. vVbat became of so much lumber ? All the bmldmgs at
the agen~y do ~ot contain any such quantity. M~·· Bradford swears that H edges took ~way
1,50_0 ~r 2!000 feet, and Agent Burleigh took to his farm about 4,~00 feet. But these. Items
are ms1~mfic~nt; the agent's accounts throw no li ght on the subJect, for he has receJpts of
the I ndians, first, for the logs, and afterwards for the lumber.
There are some curious facts contained in the accompanying testimony which do not depend for their interest on Agent Burleigh 's accounts. These can be understood by any one
who reads the testimony, however, and I will r efer to but one or two of them.
It appear from the testimony of Owens and B radford that there was butchering carried on
at the agency, either by S. B. brader or John H. Burleigh, or both. A beef was killed at
le~st once a week, and the meat was sold to the employes and the Indians. Both these
w1tnesse. testify that the Indians bought and paid for meat, and both swear that they n ever
saw any IS ued to them for which they did not pay, unless, as Mr. Bradford says, it was
some part that was not saleable. vVhen.the Indi ans in a fit of anger killed thirteen of the
work cattle at the agency, a testified by Owens, the meat was sold to them . The accounts
of the agent. bow negatively that neither the Indians nor the government had credit for the
proceeds of uch sale .
The condition of the Indians of tbi. agency for the last few months has not been very sati factory. It wa late in the ea on when crops \vere put in last year, and what was planted,
owing to bad s ed and dry weath r, wa. almost a total failure. Their funds arc not sufficient
to cloth and ub ·i t them, tmd tbey l1ave, con equently, suffered to some extent. They
have now mor oro plant ·d than c·ver b fore, with ev ry pro pee ~ of an abundant crop.
Their umm r' h~nt, upQn whi ·h th y tarted while I was at the agency, bids fair to be
uc~ ful; tb y w11l probably return with H.bundance of buffalo m at about the beginning of
roastmg ear a on.
T?i mu. t compl te my r port. forth pr nt. 'I he fact elicit d as to lh past conduct of
affa1r. are 1 ol_at d nnrl r Jut to matter of littl importance ompared with the numerous and
lar"· tran actions of tho Yankton a~~'ency. If the object in view by the Hou of R pr -
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sentatives in passing the resolution under which I was sent to Dakota is to provide any
remedy or redress for these Indians, it cannot be accomplished without conferring upon a
committee or a special commissioner full authority to make investigation, with power to
send for persons and papers. I would rei!pectfully suggest that this be done.
Respectfully submitted :
·
ALEXANDER JOHNSTON,
Special United States Agtnt.

Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 68.
YANKTON AGENCY, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

October 1, 1866.
SIR: In accordance with your instructions, I have examined into the condition of
the Yankton Sioux Indians, located upon a reservation at this point, and now submit theresult of such examination.
The seven bands number in all upwards of 2,500 Indians. They are peaceable, contented,
and to a limited degree industrious. Heretofore, fi·om various causes, but little ground has
been cultivated. This year, however, there are nearly a thousand acres covered with a
splendid' crop of com, the favorite food of these as of other Indians, which, it is believed,
will haryest at least twenty thousand bushels. This bountiful harvest secures ample protection against hunger during the approaching winter months, and, in infusing a tranquil
disposition among these Indians, will prove far more potent than a thousand "bristling bayonets."
The annuity goods, which arrived some time since, I saw in the Indian warehouse, and
think they are just what these red men require, having evidently been selected with care and
discretion, embracing, as they do, articles essential to comfoJ:t rather than the "tinsel trappings" which, while they charm the eye. are of no practical utility. The distribution of
these it is intended shall take place immediately after the close of harvest, when the warriors
will at once leave for their usual hunting grounds, and devote the remaining months of the
year to killing buffaloes, antelopes, &c.
Agent Conger has constructed several log-houses, and most of the chiefs live in them,
while the Indians of ordinary rank dwell in huts, or "tepes," made of buffalo-skins tanned
as white as the drifting snow.
.
·
I was present and assisted in the payment of the cash annuity, $20,000, and witnessed the
presentation, by Agent Conger, of the silver medals to each of the several chiefs. Medicine
Cow objected at £rst to receiving treasury notes, or, as he said, 11 bits,of paper." 1 ' My friend,"
said he, "why is it that our Great Father sends us bits of paper, soiled and wrinkled ? He
should send us gold and silver; that is money, while this," pointing to the greenbacks, "is
useless; we can make better ourselves with our paint and barlV' ·
The presentation of the medals was an interesting ceremony, the whole tribe being present, and the seven chiefs being painted in their most hideous forms. The stoical indifference so pJ;overbial to the Indian character was noticeable here-each chief received his medal
in profound silence and, to all outward appearance, with supreme indifference. The silence,
however, was of but short duration, for no -sooner had the presentation ceremonies ceased
than Strike-the-Red, the chief of all the chiefs, arose, and turning to Agent Conger, thus addressed him:
"My brother, our hearts a1:e glad, and we love you. You encouraged our young men to
plant corn, and they did so; now we have plenty to eat. I told you last spling you must
visit our Great Father, and tell him from me that when my people ·gave him their lands he
promised to do certain things, but be had not done it. We were told that our Great Father
had a big war on his hands, and so we waited, believing that after a while the war would
be over, and our Great Father would then remember his promise. 'Tell the Great Father,'
said I, 'that he must now send us our aunuity goods and our cash payments, or if not, don't
you return here, for my men can no longer suffer.' We were told that in making a treaty
with the United States we would become like white people. And now, my friend, you have
returned io us after a long absence and brought with you our goods and our money, and
also a silver to~en from our Great Father. These make our hearts glad, for we now know that
we are not forgotten, nor shall we be hereafter."
This speech, accompanied with all the usual impressiveness and eloquent gestures so peculiar to Indian character, was 1isteD£d to by the entire tribe with marked silence, save at
the close, when oue universal exclamation of" now-how!" broke the stillness.
Strike-the-Ree is almost v nerated by the p ople. The frosts of sixty-five winters have
left traces of their whiteness upon his head, and his once erect form is now bowed by the
cares o.nd anxieties of his eventful liF . llis people implicitly observe his commands, for
they know his only •~i sh is to please them.
DE AR
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I think the selection of Agent Conger to take charge of these Indians was a wise one, for
he has already endeared himself to them, and, by his close attention to their wants, has rna- ·
terially improved their condition, and made them contented and happy where, formerly, they
were very much discouraged.
.
·
Thus the condition of the Yankton Sioux is one of happiness, peace, and plenty. They
work, play, dance, and sing , and in their ignorance of the world fondly believe they are the
"favored few," whose future prosperity has bejfm vouchsafed by a kind Providence.
The reservation, as you know, is situated on the east bank of the Missouri, embracing
several hundred thousand acr~ of low land, and running bal'k and. taking in a high range
of hil1s, or bluffs.
On leaving the agency I 1Jaused for a moment on reaching the top of th e bluffs, and took
a final view of the peaceful valley below. It was animating and impress ive-the vast fields
of corn, gently nodding their lofty heads to the morning breez~; the lodges, glistening like
silver. beneath the rays of the sun; the Indians engaged in their various routine of industry and pleasure, some before their lodges cutting and drying corn, squashes, pumpkins, &c., others in grand council, smoking their huge pipes, and evidently djscussing grave
affairs, others making bows and arrows, while several were riding their ponies, running and
racing. To my right upon a high, commanding bluff, was the IndiaJ?. burial ground. The
scene below, with. its shouts of gladness, was but a short distance from the great pom end,
the land of the hereafter; and I could not but think, when contemplating the scene, that
unquestionably bhe sacred ground, with its inanimate forms resting upon huge tablets placed
high in air, had tended greatly to check the turbulent spirit of the tribe, for their ideas of
the hereafter a1~ deep-seated, though peculiar, and· they ever manifest a deep venhation for
the last resting-place of their braves, silent in expression, it is true, and yet by'reason of
that silence more eloquent and exmessive than words.
•
Your obedient servant,

J. K. GRAVES,
United States Special Agent.

Ron. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 69.
\VA SI-liNGT ON, D. C., July 26, 1866.
Sm. : ~ respectfully ask that you place m my hands seven medals for distribution to the
seven ch_1efs of the Yn.nkton Sioux Indians. They have thus far rigidly observed all the
treaty stipulatiOns between government and themselves, and this slight testimonial bestowed
by you would be appreciated by them beyond measure, coming direct to them from their
Great :F!lther, and bearing his features. The medals will be carefully preserved, and tend to
ce~ent m bonds of even gre!!ter friendship the amicable relations which for many years·have
ex1sted between the United States and this powerful tribe.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient serYant,

·

P. H. CONGER,

United States Yankton Age'nt.

Hon. D. N. Coou:Y,
Commissioner Indian Ajf11irs.

No. 70.
PONVA AGENCY, D. 'I'., September 10, 1 66.
m: In accordance with the regulations of the Interior Department, I have the honor to
submit thi my second annua:l report.
The unsettled state of the affairs of this tribe has prevented me from making the improvements which I should otherwise have done. The supplementary treaty made with this tribe,
in the spring of LG5, not yet having been ratified, ·I have not felt authorized to go on and
make the improvemcnb; which this agency requir s, until it was decid d whether the a«Yency
buildings are tor. main her ?r be r moved to the new location acquired by the supplem~tary
treaty. I hop lh1 matt r w11l be s ttled at an early d11.y, as the buildings are many of them
in much n eed of r pair.
La t y ar thi tribe had .but two hundred acres under cultivation; thi · year they have full
fiy hn?dr d acr . The1r corn crop is very heavy, and is now fit to gather. I think the
y1eld w11l b from ten to twelv thousand bu bels be ides their own crop. ; they have a
larg • amoun t of quash and pumpkins. Turnips, beans, and peas b ve all been de troyed
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by the grasshoppers; no potatoes were planted this year; the bu~Ys have eaten them so for
two years past that I thought it best not to try them this year. "'
We have now about one hun<b:ed and fifty tons of hay put up, and intend to put up fifty
tons more.
·
I have taken great pains to instruct the members of this tribe in the use of a~Yricultural
implements; to accomplish it I have had our farmers, together with the other employes, go
into the field with the Indians and instruct them separately until they were well versed in
their use; the result of this is that we now have fifty Indians who are capable of going into
their field and doing their own ploughing. The demand for agricultural implements in this
tribe will be large next season, and I hope to be in a condition to supply them ; with proper
aid of this kind, this tribe will soon be able to support themselves from the products of their
own labor
·
The general health of this tribe has not been as good this year as it was last; owing to
the great overflow of the Missouri river last spring, miasmatic· fevers have prevailed to considerable extent, and quite a numbm: of deaths have occurred ; a physician has been much
needed here, and I understand one has lately been provided by the department.
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, ·
J. A. POTTER,
United States Indian Agent.

Ron. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Ind·ian A.ffai1·s, Wasltington, D. C.

IDAHO SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 71.
BOISE CITY, I. T., March 1, 1866.
SIR: In compliance with instructions of circular of July 17, t865, in reference to making
a full and explicit monthly report to your office of the condition of the tribes of Indians
under my charge, I have the honor to report as follows, viz: The Nez Perce agency I have
had no report from since my arrival. The condition of the roads has been such that little
or no communication could be had with that agency. I intend to send Mr. McCall to make
a thorough examination of that agency, and on his return will make a full and explicit re·
port of its condition.
Colonel Chapman, the agent for the Flatheads in Montana, (but in my superintendency,)
left here on the 16th of January, and expected to reach the agency on the 1st of February,
but the roads being in such a bad condition, he will not be able to reach the.re till the 15th
or 18th.
I have collected 115 Boise Shoshone Indians, and placed them . under the charge of the
military at Fort Boise, for the present. Numerous raids have been made by the Renegade
Indians from northern Nevada and eastern Oregon on settlements in Owyhee county.
Hundreds of head of stock have been driven off and some men have been wounded.
The people are in a state of excitement over these raids. An expedition has been made
by Captain Walker, commanding Fort Boise, against these hostile Indians. I enclose you
his report in reference thereto. I am in hopes to be able to report more favorably upon t}Je
condition of the Indians in southern Idaho in my next.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
CALEB LYON, of Lyonsdale,
Governo1· and ex-officio Superintendent Indian Aj'airs.

Ron. D. M. CooLEY,
Commissioner nf Indian A fTairs.

HEADQ ARTER SUPERINTENDENT DISTRICT OF BOISE,
.
Fort Boise, I. T., March 1, 1866.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the operations of the m~n
under my comand, who left this post on the 12th instant, to find and chastise the hostile
Indians in the Malheur and Owyhee counties. These Indians bad become so bold, and
their thefts so numerous, as to alarm the people to such an extent that, feeling no security
forth ir stock across Snake river, it had all been driven to this side. Murders were also
committed, and a party of citJzens who attempted to recover some of their stolen stock
were defeated and driven back.
I loft this post February 12th, with Lieutenant Thomas F. Tobey, of the 14th infantry,
and thirty-four (34) enlisted men, and on the 14th crossed Snake river; on the 15th wa.e
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joined by four (4) enlisted men from camp Lyons, I. T., w_it~ despatch from captain White,
stating that Lieutenant Pepoon, who had been ordered to JOm me, would be unable so to do,
as the Indians bad made an attack, and committed murder twenty (20) miles from camp.
Reached the Malheur and followed it up about twenty-five (25) miles, then marched from
the river toward a canon, said to be occupied by Indians, found the canon deserted, but
eyjdences of its having been occupied during the ~inter.
..
.
On th e ] 9th, proceeding again to the Malheur nver, but found no fresh Indian s1gns; the
next day, 20th, camped at the forks of the Malheur, the scene of Lieutenant Hobark's fight;
fresh signs of a small party, which soon disappeared.
On the 21st left Malbeur and proceeded in the direction of the Owyhee river.
On th e 23d, after marching easterly, toward Owy bee river seventeen miles, came upon an Indian vill age, about 4 p. m., on a dry creek, between Malheur and Owyhee rivers, killed eighteen
(18) Indians and wounded two, (2,) probably fatally, who succeeded in escaping, with one
other, into a dense field of brush; captured nineteen (19) horses. and a few old rifles, some
ten or fifteen pounds powder, about twenty pound ball, bullet moulds, and also rasps and
fileR; destroyed the lodges, with some 300 pounds j erked meat; found i~ the lodges keys,
butter, yeast powder, citizen's clothing, &c., showing evidences of a raid upon the.,settlements or an emigrant train. Also found a United States saddle blanket and a soldier's
blouse. Left about sundown and encamped some three (3) miles beyond.
I regret to report th e loss of Corporal William ·Burke, company D, 2d battalion 14th
infantry, kHled; a brave man and a good soldier. ~usician Vrooman, of the same company,
was wounded.
.
·
The Indians fought with desperation, asking no quarter. The men arc now at camp
Lyon, refitting and recruiting their animals, preparatory to their return to tbis post. The
trip was extremely bard on the animals, the country being so rough and rocky.
.
! propose making another campaign in a few weeks, and think a few such lessons will
brmg the red men to terms.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WALKER,
Captain 14th Infantry, Commanding.
A A. GENE HAL, Department Columbia.

No. 72.
BoiSE CITY,

I. T.

Attgust 31, 1866.
Sm : In accordance with your instructions of the 17th instant, I proceeded to the mouth
of the Bruneau river, where I found about one · hundred and tw enty-five of the Bruneau
~an~ of ho~hones camped ; but it is proper for me to state that, after making diHgent
mqmry, I tned some persons who professed to talk Shoshone, and ascertaining they could
only talk a few words, and becoming satisfied that Mr. S. E. McCanless was the only person hereabout w bo could talk Shoshone sufficiently to be of any u se to me, I went by way
of J ennings's ranch, on 'Castle creek, and procured his services at $8 per day, for himself
and horse, and only kept him three days, one day going to Bruneau, one day there, and one
day to retum to Castle creek, forty-five miles. I found the Bruneaus very peaceably di s·
posed toward the whites, and they expressed themselves as being particularly anxious to be
settled on a reservation, and llea.m, fi·om settlers on Castle and Sinker creeks, that t~ey are
very good ~o work in fields and at puttin(J' up hay; indeed, I have never known Indians who
kr;ew notbmg of farming express so much anxiety for a. farm and implements to work it
w1tb. About four miles from the mouth of the Bruneau it opens out and forms a valley of
from e1ghteen to twenty miles in length, and the arable land on each side of the stream is
from one hundred yards to half a. mile in width, and then runs off from half a mile to a
mile ~n sage-brush and plains, to the sage-brush barren bills. There are small willows
growmg all along on each side of the stream, and about six miles from the lower end of the
valley I begun to find patches of willow trees, of half to a dozen in a place, and from a
quarter to half a mile apart. from the size of my arm to a foot in diameter. But they are
scarce and grow short and scrubby, but few, if any, being fit for building and fencing pur·
po cs and not in ufficient quantity for fuel.
I learned from olonel inclair and other officel13, also from my interpreter, all of whom
bad be n over the c untry on couting xp ditions, that all of the arable land in the valley
of the Brun au overfl wed each y ar, and the pre ent year most of it was submerged as late
a the ~r t of _July. I al 1 arncd from the same. parties th at there is plenty of fir timber
about ·1xty m1l abov th vall y, m tho mountams, on the Bruneau, but the river flows
th~ough o. can n wb r t.b bank ar a per~ ct precipice of from twenty to forty feet in
he1g~t, f~r abou forty m1l. , ~nd but~ w places in all that distance, say about six miles, where
t~ !1ver 1 . approac~abl 10 h1gh wa~er; and in 1 w water, as at pr sent, iL is not more than
tx m b · to a foot m depth on the nppl , which are v ry numerou , a it i a wift stream;
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it is also a very crooked stream, so I think that floating timber down it would be irupracti
cable.
I also learned the facts of the overflow and about the calion: and timber from the Indians,
and saw myself evidences of the late flooding of the arable land; also saw whe1:e the river
comes 0~1t of the caiion. There is a small creek puts into the Bruneau from the west that
has considerable quantities of arable lands, I think probably two or three hundred acres,
but it is also subject to overflows, besides being n-arrow and having no timber, and at this
season of the yea1 it is dry for at least ten miles from its mouth.
The arable lands that I have spoken of. are fine stock lands, producing abundance of luxurious grass The military are now_. engaged in building a post at the mouth of the Bruneau,
and are hauling all the timber necessary from this place, a distance of ninety-five miles, as
the nearest and most feasible to get at.
There is timber about eight or ten miles from the head of Castle Creek valley, but it would
have to be hauled from forty-five to fifty .miles to get it to the Bruneau valley. There is a
valley on both forks of Castle creek of about the same length as the one on the Bruneau,
and containing about one-third to one-half as much arable lands. But I doubt very much if
there is sufficient water in either or both forks for irrigation, and the same trouble exists about
timber, except it would only have to be hauled from ten to twenty miles.
I am of the opinion, after a careful examination and inquiry, that neither the Bruneau nor
Castle creek are at all suitable for a reservation, and that better places can be found on the
Malad, Shoshone, or Payette; at least it strikes me as desit'able that those streams be examined above here before any steps are taken on the Bruneau.
·
The Bruneau band embraces about four hundred souls, and they are perfectly willing to
be removed wherever the government may deem best. Permit me to remark here that. the
Boise and Kammas bands might also be removed without trouble to the Malad, or in the
neighborhood of Fort Hall on the Shoshone, and, with the Shoshones already in that section,
form a large reservation and be much better managed, as well as be more economical than to
have small bands of the same tribe located on different reservations.
·
I made inquires of all the Bruneaus that I saw about the other Indians in southern Idaho.
They lmew nothing of them, being more afraid of the Py-Utes and the few outlawed Bannock and Bruneau Shoshones with them than even the whites are.
Major Marshall is now out towards Stevens's mountains with a detachment of United States
troops after them, and has thirteen Bruneau Indians as a pioneer corps and guides, and more
offered to go if their fa~iUes were fed during their absence.
The Indians were extremely anxious to know of. me (as indeed the ·Boise band has from
time to time) if the government were going to help them with blankets and provisions this
winter, as they asserted their bunting grounds were appropriated by the farmers, herders, ana
miners, and if they went out to hunt they were liable to get killed, all of which ! knew to .
be a fact, but I told them I did not know. I bad no authority to promise ·anything, and that
they must go to work and catch as many salmon (which have just commenced running) as
possible and dry them, and gather all the roots and seeds possible and cache them for winter.
The Bruneaus that I saw (and I learn they are all in the same situation) are the poorest
lot of Indians I ever saw. They have no furs or skins of any kind, a very little clothing,
and no blankets except a very few of the poorest lJ.nd coarsest quality furnished them by Governor Lyon last spring.
And from the fact that so many depredations have been committed on the whites by the
Py-Utes and outlawed Shoshones herein before mentioned, teamsters, packers, herders,
ranchers, and miners all over the country have become exasperated, and through fear, and in
some cases I fear from mere wantoness, shoot Indians at sight. .As a consequence the Indians
do not roam over the country and bunt and trap so as to supply themselves with clothing and
food as they did previous to the settlement of the country by the whites.
As a consequence they are reduced to remaining in considerable parties, and that immecli
ate along the streams, and depending entirely on tishiqg for a living, and should the salmon
be scarce! (as there is every prospect they will be,) unless the government assist those Indians
with clotning, bedding, and provisions, they certainly must freeze and starve to death during
the coming winter.
The same will apply to a ctnsiderable extent to the Boise band of Shoshones, who are also
in a very destitute condition, and I learn that the Kammas band is also in the same situation.
The Bruneau and Boise bands arc so intermarried that they are in fact all one people and
are closely connected by blood, visiting each other as frequently as they dare to pass over
the country, or as often as they can get a pass from some one that they may show to such
whites as they may chance to meet in travelling.
I have the honor of herewith transmitting account of expenses of my trip.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ·
GEO. C. HOUGH,
Special Indian A r)'ent, Ida/to Territory.

His Excellency D. W. BALLARD,

o

Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Idaho Territory. ·
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, BOISE CITY, I. T., September 4, 1866.
SrR : I have the honor to submit my first annual report of the condition of the superintendency of Idaho.
Arriving here on the 14th of June last, I found that my predecessor, ex-Governor Lyon,
of Lyonsdale, had left for San Francisco on the 21st of April preceding. I regret his failure
to tarn over to me the papers and funds belonging to the superintendency in the manner
contemplated by the department, as from this failure the interests of the superintendency ~ave
materially suffereq and my position been rendered most embarrassing. Bemg thus destitute
of funds, as well as papers that should be in this office, my principal means of obtaining information concerning the various tribes of the Idaho Indians has been by correspondence
with parties who have travelled among them. F).·om these considerations, as well as the
fact that I have so recently entered upon the duties of my office, I shall not be able to malm
so full and complete~ report as I could have desired, or, as would seem to be required of me,
in order that you might be fully advised of the condition and requirements of this superintendency for the coming year.
The Territory of Idaho is s1tuate~1 between the 42d and 49th parallels of north latitude,
and the llOth and ll7th west longitude, being triangular in shape, and embracing an area of
not less than 100,000 square miles. The surface of the country, for the most part, abounds
in dry and ba.rren sage plains, rough and rugged mountains, interspersed with here and there
an occasional fertile valley and grassy mountain side. Hence, the natural resources for
Indian subsistence are very limited, being almost exclusively confined to roots, fish, and
crickets. A great portion of the country being thus uninhabitable by either whites or Indians, will serve as an explanation why the tribes of Idaho are divided into so many bands,
and why these bands have their locations so remote from each other. The nomadic habits
of those living in the southern portion of our Territory, added to their remote distances from
each other, render it. very difficult to obtain reliable information concerning them.
Since entering upon tho duties. of my office I have availed m.yself of every reliable means
to obtain information in relation to those bands of Snakes or Shoshones inhabiting the
southeastern portion of Idaho, embrt;tcing Fort Hall and those regions of country traversed
by the headwaters of Snake river. The information I have obtained is imperfect and unsatisfactory. Their estimated numbers, hy individuals who have travelled in their country
and spent some time among them, is so various and conflicting that I do not consider myself
warranted in an attempt to even approximate their number. The reliable facts obtained
me.y be summed up as follows :
. There are in the regions last indicated various roving bands, whose principal subsistence
IS upon the fish obtained from Snake river and its tributariesr roots, and crickets.
Some of
them are ostensibly on peaceable terms 'w ith the whites but from the fact that scarcely a
year passes ·wit~out depredations being committed upon'the emig-rants passing through· their
country, I am m clined to the opjnion that, on favorable opportunities: for plunder, they arc
treacherous and not to be trusted. The southwest portion of Idaho, including the Owyhee
country and the regions of the Malheur, are infested with a roving band of hostile Pi- Utes
and outlawed Shoshones, numbering, from the best information, some 300 warriors. rrhese
Indians have been the source of much trouble to the white settlers, and will continutl to be
until thoroughly subdued by the military. During the present summer they have massacred
no less than lOU Chinamen and a number of whites, besides driving off large quantities of
stock belonging to the packeli/l, teamsters, aud whits settlers.
In addition to the Indians already mentioned, inhabiting tho central and southern portion
of Idaho, may be included the Boise Shoshones and Bruneau Shoshones. The former,
consis.ting ~f a band numbering some 200 souls, have lived for some"time past in the vicinity
of. Bmse c1ty, and obtained a precarious subsistence by fishing, digging roots, gathering
cnckets, and ~erforming menial service for white settlers. Their fear of the hostile Pi-Utcs,
and the .fear of being mistaken for hostile Indians and killed by the whites, keeps them confined pnncipa11y to one locality. Their lodges, two miles above this city, arc constructed of
busbe , and ate total ly unsuited to protect them from the cold of a rigon:l'Us winter. From
:easoos already g1ven, they have been afraid to visit their kammas grounds, as u ual, durmg tbe pre ent summer. Their stock of roots, consequently, is quite meaO're. Their subsistence for the coming winter will depend principally upon tho few salm"on they may be
able to take from the Boise nver. They are in the most destitute condition in regard to all
the neces ari s of lift , better, food, and clothing, and unless something shall be done by
the department for their relief their situation during the coming ·winter will be a most
pitiable one.
The condition of tb Bru.n au. ho bone , a lJand of some 400 soul , living on the Bruneau
river, orne on~ hundr d mlles dt tant from here, is very similar to the condition of the band
just de cribed. The w bands p~ak a common language, and are on friendly terms with
each other! and have.a mutual d ~tr~ ~o. be c~mbin d and located together o~ a res rvation_,
and to be m truct ·d m tb art· of ctvtltz d life.
n my arrival here I wa tuf< rmcd, unofficially, that ex- 'overnor Lyon had entered into some sort of treaty with tbo Bruneau ho-
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shone~ which contempl&ted the location of .a reservation near the mouth of the Bruneau
river, though there is no evidence of such transaction in this office. I am informed from
various sources that a reservation could not be judiciously located on the Bruneau. This
information is confirmed by the report of Special Agent George C. Hough, herewith transmitted, and to which you are respectfully referred for a more detailed account of the Bruneau
band.
.
From the enfeebled condition of the tribal authority of the Indians of sauthern Idaho, it
is deemed inexpedient to attempt the formation of treaty stipulations with them. The policy
of entering into treaty with large and powerful tribes where they have an active and vigorous tribal authority recognized among them, is doubtless a wise and judicious policy, but
even in such cases it is supposed that the treaty is designed more for effect upon the Indians
than to compel the government to do justice to them. Be1ieving that the government does
not require the bonds of treaty regulations as an inducement to do justice to the weak and
scattered bands of southern Idaho, and further, believing that a treaty with one band would
have no effect upon another band, it is recommended as_ the most practical, humane, and
economical course to pursue, that the government proceed at once to locate on some suitable
situation in southern Idaho a reservation of proper dimensions, including, if possible, a good
fishery, kammas grounds, grazing g-rounds, tillable lands, timber, &c. The reservation
being located, the Boise and Bruneau -Sboshones cou~d at.once be removed to it and put
under training, and as other bands should be subdued, they could be brought in and combined with those already on the reservation. The government, in the mean time, recognizing, as a test of friendship on t.be part of the subdued bands, a willingness to settle and
remain on the reservation. A military force, sufficient to protect the Indians from bad white
men, would also be sufficient to retain the Indians in their bounds. Coultl this have been
done for the Boise and Bi·uneau· Indians this yeai:, and bad they been furnis\led with' the
usual assistance provided for other reservations, of farmer, blacksmith, farming implements,
&c., they would doubtless have been able, next yea.r, to produce a liberal share of their own
support. It is furtberrecommended that the department afford the Boise and Bruneau Indians some relief during the coming winter in the, way of clothing and provisions; and
should the suggestion to locate them on a reservation meet with favor, it is recommended
that the location be made and the Indians removed to it before winter, if possible.
The immense wealth of the Pacific coast bas bad the effect to people OUl' shores with a vast
population in advance of the extinguishment of what is called "the Indian title." Idaho
is not an exception to other States and Territories west of the Rocky mountains, and all the
u~bappy consequences resulting from a promiscuous intermingling of whites with the Indmns have been painfully experienced in our Territory. The mountains of Idaho, abounding as they do in many rich deposits of precious metals, some of them, perhaps, the richest.
known to the ·world, will still continue to invite an increasing population to our Territory.
These deposits of mineral wealth not being confined to any particular locality, but abounding in both northern and southern Idaho, some of them almost fabulous in richness, will
continue to present in the future, as now, the most profitable fields of labor for the active
and industrious miner and tradesman, and as profitable investments for the capitalist as can
be found in any other part of our Union. Hence, we may reesonably calculate the already
unhappy condition of affairs will but increase in an equal ratio with the increase of the white
population until all the Indians of our Territory are separated from the whites and taken
under the fostering care of the government.
The Indians of southern Idaho are fast fading away, and as we occupy their root grounds,
converting them into fields e,nd pastures, we must either protect them or leave them to the
destroying elements now surrounding them, the result of which cannot be doubtful. A
bul?-aue magnanimity dictates their protection and speedy separation from those evils to
whiCh they are exposed by intermingling with white men.
Prominent among the tribes of northern Idaho stand the Nez-Perces, a majority of whom
boast that they have ever been the faithful frieud of the white man. But few over half of
the entire tribes of tbe Nez-Perces are under treaty. The fidelity of those under treaty,
,even under the most disc0uraging circumstances, must commend itself to the favqrable conside.ration of the department. The influx of the white population into their country bas
subJected them to all the evils arising from an ftssociation with bad white men, and as might
well be expected, the effect upon the Indians bas been most unhappy. The non-payment of
their annuities bas had its natural effect upon the minds of some of those under treaty ; but
their confiding head chief (Lawyer) remains unmoved, and on all occasions is found the
faithful apologist for any failure of the government. Could this trioo have been kept aloof
from the contaminating vices of bad white men, and bad it been in the power of the government promptly to comply wlth the stipulations o.t the treaty of 1855, there can be no doubt
but that their condition at this time would have been a most pro,perous one, and that the
whole of the Nez-Perccs nation would by this time have been willing to come under treaty
and settle on the reservation with those already there. Our remote distance fi-om ·w ashington, the great length of time required for the passage of commuuications to and from the
department, in connection with the un cttl d condition of the country, are doubtless good
reasons why the payment of th ir annuities has been delayed. But could the annuities now
due them be promptly paid, and then w tr aty tipulatious be promptly met, it would have
a fi.ue effert, not only upon tho c under tr aty, but also upon those who are still opposed to
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, a settlement on the reservation.

I regret my inability to lay before you, from my ow:c
know ledge, a definite statement of the condition of the remaining tribes of northern Idaho.
In accordance with instructions received at this office from the department, dated June 13,
1866 I opened a correspondence with Superintendent Waterman, of vV ashington Territory,
and 'the governor of Montana:, touching the practicability of collecting the ~ribes in ihe
northeast of Wa:;hingt~n Ternt?ry and n?rthern Idaho ?n t~e Flat~ead reservatw?-. A.copY:
of their several replies IS herewith transmitted. Confidmg m the Judgment and mtegnty of
Agent O'Neill, of the Nez-Perces agency, I also corresponded with him on the same subject
soon after, and through him ascertained the follo.wing f~cts : That on the 5th .ultimo he, ~n
company with Mr. vVhitman, attended by an Indian gmde, set out from Lewistown (a village some ten miles from the Nez-Perces agency) on a tour of investigation through the
tribes of northern Idaho. He gives it as his opinion that it would be unwise to attempt to
locate either the Spokanes or the Coour d' Alenes upon the Flathead reservation; that neither
band could agree with the Flatheads. Spokane Gary, referred to in Agent Chapman's letter,
is not understood to be the acknowledged chief of the tribe. He is so considered by the
whites on account of his ability to talk English and read a little, but is not the equal of his
brother in power and influence over the tribe. The distance from the Coour d'Alene country
to the Flatheads is 170 miles; from the Spokanes to the Flatheads, 220 miles. These Indians would not be willing to remove from their own country and unite with the Flatheads .
.There is in the bounds of tl::eir own country, at the head of the Latch or Hangman's creek,
a fine location for a reservation, on which might be collected all the tribes of northern Idaho,
including the Spokanes, Pend d'Oreilles, Coour d'.Alenes, and Kootepays. The location
referred to is a beautiful valley some twenty miles in length, and comprises in that length
fine farming lands, kammas grounds, grazing grounds, good location for saw-~ill, with fine
quality of timber adjoining, and is accessible from Lewistown and other points below, from
Snake river, by good wagon roads. The combined number of the Coour d'.Alenes and
Spokanes amounts to from seven hundred to eight hundred souls. Father Misplie, a Catholic
priest, who has spent many years among the Indians of northern Idaho, informs me that the
Pend d'Oreilles and Kootenays together number about eighteen hundred souls.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
DAVID W. BALLARD,
Governor mid Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Idaho T erritory.
Ron. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

•
No. 74.
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN .AFFAIRS,
Olympia, Washington Territory, July 27, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of July 12, referring to
the correspondence of .Agent Chapman with reference to the removal of certain tribes of
Indians and consohdating them with the Flatheads on their reservation.
, .
I ha:ve .communicat~d a COJ?:f of the letter of Mr. Chapman, transmitted to this office by the
Co~mlSSIOner of Indian .Affairs, to the agent now in charge of the Colville and Spokane
ln~Ians,_ M.r. Georg;e .A. Paige! and have requested a report from him on the subjec.t. Mr.
Paige willlD due time 'aScertam the minds of the Indians in question and will report it with
all the facts bearing on the question.
·
'!his office will then correspond with the department and Ieport its views bn the subj ect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. W A'£ERMAN,
Superintendent lndicw Affairs, Waslzinuton Te1·ritory.
Hi Excellency D. W. DALLARD,
"'
Governor and e't-officw Superintendent Indian Affairs for Idaho.

TIVE OFFICE, TERRITORY OF MONTANA,
Virginia City, August 7, 1 66.
_m: In answer to your com~unication of the 12th ultimo, I am instructed to say that
.Achng Governor Mea"'h r bas wntten to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs "that it is not
advi able to transfer the Indian in question to the Flathead reservation and that he consid r Colonel <J?apman ba. quit e~oug;h on his h~~:nds to. take charge of thos'e he has already."
ll e would wnte to you h1m elf were It not for h1s havmg to start immediately for the Flathead a"' ncy.
1 bav th honor to be very r p ctfully, your obedient ervant,
A. H. BARRET,
]}fontana Territory.
Tii Excell n y . W.
LLARD,
.
or rnor c., Idaho Territory.
EXE
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No. 75.
OFFICE NEZ PERCES INDIAN AGENCY,

Lapwai, July 20, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to transmit my annual report for the year ending June 30,
1866. Since my last report I can confidently say there has been a vast improvement in the
farms and fanning operations of these Indians; their farms have been enlarged and more attention is paid to f(mcing than formerly. Throughout the nation there has been an increase
of about seven hundred acres more puc in cultivation, with a corresponding increase in crops.
Last year some few of the Indians had consic)erable flour to sell, which they disposed of in
the mining towns. This season there will probably be twenty thousand pounds of flour sold
by them. Their sale of potatoes, green corn, squashes, melons, tomatoes, &c., in the different
mining· camps, in the course of the season, amounts to a large sum. Their crops of wheat
will be fully one-third larger this season than ever before.
Some few of them who have cows sell milk' to miners aud others. Ha-harts-tuesta, or
Captain Billy, the chief on Salmon river, being the largest owner of cattle, baviug some
five hundred bead, during the winter season supplies the miners in his neighborhood with
beef, killing· regularly once a week and disposing of it at the rate of five pounds for a dollar;
but with all these improvements in farms and farming I am sorry to say the young men of
the nation have but little to do with it; the chiefs, as a gt>neral thing work pretty well, the
women however doing the most of the farming work ; the youug men thinking it a disgrace
to work, and their chiefs not telling them to the contrary.
The increase of whiskey drinking and drunkenness among the young men is alarming. To
try to punish the miserable whiskey sellers is a farce. We have no United States commissioners upon the reservation, ·nor have we bad for over a year, and no United States district
judge nearer than Walla Walla, Washington Territory, ninety-five miles distant from the
agency. For the last year we have had stationed at Fort Lapwai a company of infantry
with no riding animals or saddles. It has been useless to undertake to arrest the whiskey
sellers who were any distan{\e from the agency or fort. Captain Waters, commanding the
post, was willing to do all he could to assist me, but with the means at his disposal it wa&
only at points near the two places.
The order for the mustering out of all volunteers leaves the post vacant. I fear trouble;
not from the I nd ians if sober, but from the sale of whiskey to them. The prest>nce of soldiers
upon the reservation had a goqd effect, and until the post is again re-garrisoned deviltry of
all sorts will go on unrestrained.
Complaint was made to me last week of the robbing of a pack train, on Cam mas prairie, of
three ten gallon kegs of whiskey by Indians, and, again, near Pearce City, of some four or
five Indi ans entering a miner's cabin, and with pistois drawn compelling the occupants to
furnish them whiskey.
It is a common occurrence for some of the vvorst of the young men to stop Chinamen whereever they meet them, and compel them to give them gold dust, clothing, &c. J.n the towns of
Lewiston, Oro Fino, and P earce City, the inhabitants are becoming alarmed and public
meet.ings have been held. By request of the citizens I attended one of .their mee.tings in
Lewiston last week, and told them that if they would try and stop the sellmg of wh1skey to
suspicious whites and take care of them I would try to look out for the Indians.
William Davidson, the sheriff of Shoshone county, (upon the reservation,) informed me
Saturday of his having two Salmon river Indians in j ail in Oro Fino for entering a miner's
cabin aud pointing their pistols at the miners, compelled them to give them liquor. He
says the Indians are getting very bold, and tell the miners that I have no soldiers to send.
after them, and they intend to do as they please for a little while. He wanted to know what
they should do. I told him that before proceeding to extremities, should such things occur
again, to send an express to me, when I would go up with the interpreter and see what
could be clone.
Oro Fino is on the reservation, about ninety miles from the agency.
I hope we shall soon have a company of cavttlry here, or I fear we shall have the same
troubles you are experiencing in the Owyhee country.
·
With the three or four thousand whites and Chinamen mining :within the hounds of the
reservation, and the same number of Indians, who consider these miners as interlopers, who
are taking their farms and their gold from them, unless we have soldiers there is bound to
be collision b tw en them.
Last November Red Heart, Eagle from the Light, and White Bird, came in on
the reservation from Montana Territory, where they have been since the treaty council of
J 63. They are the leading chiefs on the nontreaty side. In March last Eagle from the
Light made a visit to this office, the first ever made by him. He came asking for assistance to remove some whiskey ellers in his country, eighty mile. distant from the agency.
I felt anxious to grant him a istance, a up to thi time tbey had never acknowledged an
agent here; but owing to the fact of there being no riding animals or saddles at the fort
was unable to do so. 'omewba.t later in the spring I heard that th s same people again
contemplated returning to ~1onta.na. I sent them word that they must not leave their homes.;
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that they were Nez Perces, and this was their country; that if they went there again their
young men might get mixed up with the raids of the Blackfeet and would bring th eir chiefs
in trouble. In June I had a visit from Red Heart, with some fifty of his warriors. Red
Heart is the acknowledg-ed head chief of the non-treaty bands represented by the sub-chiefs
Eagle from the Light, White Bird, Quil-quil-she-ne-ne, Joseph Big-Thunder, T e-cool-coolhoot-soot, and some smaller chiefs; they number altogether about one thousand souls .
It was the first visit ever made to the agency, since it was established, by Red Heart.
At the time of tile treaty council, in 1863, he was, with his people,· with the Crows. They
made a beautiful display as they came towards the agency. Red Heart and his wife riding
ahead , after them one of their medicine men-the one who acted as leader-a captain, followed by the warriors riding some ten or twelve abreast, with drums bPating-, muskets firing,
and singing. Their horses were beautifully caparisoned; that of Red Heart having the
skin of the head of a buffalo, with horns attached, fitting very nicely the head of his horse.
They we1:e on their way to the "Tot-Whinna'' camp ground, some twenty-five miles north
of us.
The old fellow did not seem disposed to say much, merely expres~ing a desire that Mr.
Whitman, the interpreter, and myself would aceompany them to Lewiston, as the citi zen:;
might not know what the turnout meant. On our arrival in Lewiston I told them they bad
better cross the river and camp. I gave them a sack of flour and some beef. In about a
week they returned; Red Heart, and some four or five of his leading men only, stopping at
the agency for a talk; be said he had seen us for the first time and it might be for the last,
as he was jretting old and might never see us again ; he was much pleased with his recep.t ion ; that. in the early spring, when tLey were talking of again going to Montana, it was
not with any evil intent; he did not want the whites to think him unfriendly, but that ·it
was on account of the trouble and d1straction among their own p eople; they, the chief'>, did
not all tbiuk alike. I told him I did not think it right for him, Eagle from thP. Light, and
·white Bird to be living in the mountains; their reservation was large enough to give them
all farms and grazing for their animals; that he ought to tell his young meu to go to farm·
ing, to put in crops, and live like the rest of their own people; that probably soon you
would, if you bad time, see all of their people and tell them what was for their good, and
show them how to get along with each other. I think his visit will be productive of good
among his people.
'
One great cause of the disagreement and split among this people is the non-payment of
their annuities. The non-treaty side throw it up to the other side that now they have sold
their country and have got nothing hut promises which are being received from year to year,
that their annuities will never be here. They use it too with such good effect that every day
their side is increasing in strength. Many of the young men, and some of the old ones of
the Lawyer side, Fay it is true, and that they had rather be with the non-treaty side and not
expect anything than to remain with the Lawyer side and have, every few day s, these promises repeated t.o them. Too much praise cannot be awarded Lawyer, the head chief of the
nation, for his endeavors to keep peace between his people and the whites, and to account
to them for the want of good faith on the part of the government. They have due tLem,
since the Indian war of 1855 and 1856, $4,66f> for horses furni shed the government. Many
of their warriors in that war gave our troops their persoual services without charge. There
is also due some of their people $ l,Hl5 50 for work done on the stone church. They were
promi ed their pay as soon as the walls were compl'eted. There are four instalments of
~] 0, 000 each of annuities due them.
·
Lawy er's salary as bead chief is not paid promptly. There is now due him the fourth
quarter of l 6:~ and first and second quarters of l tl64 ; the third and fourth quarters of 1865
were not paid until December, l 65, owing to the absence from the T erritory of our superintendent of Indian affairs; there is now nearly one month of the third quarter of 1866 gone
and h bas rec~ived no pay for the fii'St and seeond quarters of 186t5. I know that to procure the common necessaries of lite his pay for the first quarter of 1865 (h~ being compelled
to di po. e of hi· vouchers when legal tenders were worth only forty-five cents and fifty eents)
did not net him but about 50, his pay being $125 per quarter; yet., with all these things
staring him in the face, h.1s faith in the government is as strong as ever, and not him
alone, but such · chiefs as
te- iu-male-e cum,
potted Eagle, Captam J obn, Three
Feathers, We-a. -cus, Whis-tas-ket, \Vep-ta-ta-ruand and others. It is up-hill ·work for
an agent to manage his Indians well when he refers them to certain treaty stipulations
reserved as their part, when they can retort by aying that but few of the stipulations
on the part of the government are kept. In farch last Governor Lyon sent word to this
pe ple that be would be h rein. ~un to bold a council with them, and would at the same
time have a paym nt of annmlles made them. The non-arrival of the goods ha disappointed many of th m.
ot bein.g r gularly upplied with funds for the current expens s of the agency occasions
us much d1ffic~ty · the ~mploye. become much dis atisfied and eli ·heartened, and it also
mak a Y t dtfJ rene 10 the conomical mana~~'em nt of 11.ffairs · dnring this y ar now
comm n<'in thP thi~d rpunt r, I hav had no fun~. at my disposai.
ur grist-mill 'needs
repair b •fur th nndut of th n w crop commence , which it will b impo sible to do,
o'wiug to ome of the material required which cannot be purcha ed on credit. As far as
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possible, with the means at hand, the work at the agency has gone on well. More lumber .
than ever bas been sawed in the same length of time; our fences and buildings have been
improved; we have now, under a good Rnbstantial four-bvard-high fence, eighty acres of
land; in the repair of our fences this spring, over 10,000 feet of lumber was used.
An addition to the house occupied by. myself, 18x24 feet, containing dining-room 11nd
kitchen for employes, with cellar underneath, has been built; 11. building 12x24 feet, for
lodging places for Indians coming to the mill; a good strong bridge across the Lapwai,
above the mills, one hundred feet in length by twelve feet wide, the main span forty feet
long, twelve feet above the bed of the creek, using in the construction of it three thousand
feet sawed lumber for. floming, and four hundred feet hewn timber for frame work, part of
that procured for roof of stone church. The dwellings of the employes havs also all been
comfortably improved. There will also be used, in the erection of a grainery and corn-crib,
now under way, three thousand feet of lumber. I would, should we receive funds soon
enough, like to put up a barn and sheds, and another building for an office, and convert the
present office into a dwelling. it being entirely unsuited for office purposes.
One log and one frame house have beeri erected for the Indian chiefs We-as-cus and
Sim-sle-poos, opposite Lewiston; .a nother one is partly finished. It is difficult to make
them understand that to have houses erected for them they must furnish the logs, which will
• be sawed at the mill, when the carpenter will build their houses for them; they seem to think·
that materials of all kinds must be furnished them.
Accompanying this you will see report of superintendent of farming, miller, sawyer, carpenter, wagon and plough makers, and blacksmith, also statistics offarming. You will also
find copies of letters forwarded to Commissioner Dole last October, which will explain why
no statistics of education are forwarded. There has been no census of the tribe taken since
last year; the whole number of souls is, as given in statistics of education in last annual
report:-males, 1,200; females, 1,6~0; total, 2,830; with individual property, on the 1st of
July, 1866, of ·about fifteen thousand dollars.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES O'NEILL,
United Stutes Indian Agent, L T.
His Excellency D. W. BALLARD,
Gov. 8; Supt. of Ind. Affairs, Boise City, Idaho.

No. 76.
NEZ PERGES INDIAN AGENCY,

June 30, 1866.
DEAR SIR: I have the honor herewith to submit a brief report of the farming operations
at this agency, and among the Indians, during the past fi~cal year:
The year 1865 was, owing to severe drought, ravages by crickets, and our inefficient
fences, very unfavorable; prospects, however} seem much brighter for the present year. We
were able in the spring to procure lumber enough to so improve our fences as to render our
crops entirely secure from cattle and horses. We used in fencing, say one hundred posts
and something over ten thousand feet of boa.rds .
. Anticipating in the spring the usual drought, we ploughed in nearly all our crops, nearly
eighty acres; this seems generally to have had a very good result. The season so far has
been very favorable; there was an abundance of rain during the spring, and however dry
the weather may be hereafter, I think most of the crops will mature without irrigation. The
crickets ~eem very plentiful now, but there is so much green herbage everywhere for them
they will probably not do near tlte damage to crops they would otherwise. We shall probably
raise from twenty-five to one hundred per cent. more from the same land than we did last
year. The Indians throughout the reservation will probably raise at least twenty per cent.
more grain than usual.
As our fences are now thoroughly improved, we have on this agency farm but one great
want remaining-a barn, which I tmst you will succeed in building during the last of thie, or
first of next year.
·
Our cattle, though exposed to all the severity of the wea.ther, and with little to eat but
grass in the open range, with one or two exceptions, ·came through the winter in modera~e
condition. The oxen rendered average service in the working season, and there was a frur
increase from the cows.
.
We succeeded dwing the high water in saving wood sufficient, I think, for the whol&
agency.
Very respectfully, yours,

A. THATCHER,

Superintendent of Farming,

J. O'NEILL,

U11ited States Indian Agent.
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MONT AN A SUPERIN11 ENDENCY.
No. 77.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TERRITORY OF MONTANA,

Vi·r ginia City, December 14,-1865.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I returned here the afternoon of the 9th instant
from Fort Benton, whither I bad gone to assist Ma:ior Upson in his negotiation of a treat.y
with the Indians of the Blackfeet nation, which treaty he had, as special commissioner for
that purpose, been instructed and authorized to make.
The instructions given in this instance to Major Upson left birr(at liberty to associate the
ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs in this Territory in the negotiation of the treaty,
as the convenience of that officer, in view of the distance he would have to travel to Fort
Benton from the executive residence of the Territory, might dictate.
Governor Edgerton, in committing to me the charge of the Territory' on his departure for
the United tates, having expressed a desire that I. should attend the treaty council, it was
· with much pleasure I undertook the journry and took part in the negotiation.
Major Upson having already forwarded to the office of Indian Affairs a report of the proceedings at Fort Benton, together with a copy of the treaty concluded there with the Blackfeet nation, it appears to me I have i.n this communication little more to do than give a
summary of those proceedings, and submit to your consideration the two or three suggestions which have occurred to me in connection with them.
Indeed, the outline of these proceedings given in one of our local papers-which o~tline I
have the honor to enclose-renders it almost superfluous on my pa1t to do more than respectfully direct your attention to it; this outline being quite correct as far as it goes, and sufficiently explicit for the proper understanding of the main features of the treaty, and the
spirit in which it was accepted.
·
'rhe Blackfeet nation was fully represented on the occasion, although the Blackfeet tribe
appean=~d in the person of one chief only, and all the hostile Bloods were absent. These two
tribes retired some time ago beyond our line into the British possessions, a nd have been
living there ever since.
It strikes me forcibly that Indian tribes who voluntarily abandon their lands, seeking
shelter and protection in a foreign country, cease to be essential parties to any treaty which
the United States previous to · their emigration might have held it necessary to conclude
with them.
So far beyond our line have the Blackfeet thrown them selves, it was found impracticable
to bring them in to the treaty council at Fort Benton, the messengers despatched to them for
that purpo e by Major Upson having been forcibly halted by the Kootenay Indians, within
the British possessions, and conJpelled to return to the fort without having even seen the
Blackfeet, who were reported by the Kootenays to be away back towards the Frazer river.
The hostile Bloods having murdered eleven whites on the Marias river, last spring, where
they were p acefully employed cutting hay for the fort, have not been seen nor heard of this
side of the British line since that massacre took place.
The Piegans and Gros Ventres were on the ground in full force, and with the f1iendly
Blood , who camp and hunt with the Piegans, displayed an encampment on the T eton and
Mi ouri of 0' er a thousand lodges.
The e Indians appeared to me the most peaceably disposed, and their chiefs, with an intelligent readiness, a!Jsented to.the stipulations of the treaty and subscribe<l their names to the
instrument.
,
N vertheless, I am satisfied they will continue more or less vexatiously to annoy thew bites
by tealing horses belonging to the latter, &c. Horse-stealing is accounted rather an heroic
exploit by the best of these Indians, and the habit ha. become so inveterate with them that
until some of the thieves are severely punished I much fear it will not be relinquished.
Wisely anticipating the necessity that must, in the course of a few months, dic.tate a treaty
with the Crows for the ces ron of their lands-extending as these lands do from the south
bank of the Missouri to the eastern and southern boundaries of our T erritory-Major Upson,
with my full concuneuce, d patched messengers to the Yellowstone to bring in these Indians,
with the view of obtaining their con ent to a treaty simil~~or to that submitted to the Blackfeet nation.
Their horses giving out R.ftt=~r six or seven days' hard riding, these messengers had to return
without the r~w , although the latter were encamped not much over half a day's ride from
the point at wh1ch th f rmer bad to turn back to the fort. Of this fact, however, the messengers were not m11: ~aware until one of them reached Helena, three weeks after, when the
captain of an ~p d1ti~n that had been exploring a wagon route to the mouth of the Musselsh 11 informed h1m of 1t.
That it is more than expe~ien~ such a treaty with the Crows shall be made as speedily as
p ,-.-ible, mu ·t h~ c need d, m v1 .w of the urgent fact that hundr d of miners and others
de ir ~of locatmg flll'ms and laymg out town , are, even now, pa~siug down into the great
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valley of the Yellowstone, and into the country beyond the. junction of the Gallatin with
the Missouri.
As for the Sioux and their allies and accomplices, it is my clE>ar and positive conviction that
they will never be reduced to friendly and reliable relations with the whites but by the strong
and crushing hand of the military power of the nation.
.
I have, in my communication to the Secretary of State, taken the liberty of expressing
this conviction, and .o n the strength of it have requested him to obtain from the War Department a competent cavalry force for this Territory. I trust that you will see fit to approve
of this applicat.ion, which I have urged in my two-fold :capacity as acting governor and
superintendent of Indian affairs, and that in the proper quarter you will give it yo-g.r earnest
support.
The communication from your office of the 26th of September last, notifying Governor
Edgerton that Major Hutchins, agent for the Flatheads, had been relieved, and that Mr.
Augustus H. Chapman bad been appointed in his stead, was forwarued to .Major Hutchins
on the 4th of this month.
I had intended to visit the Flathead agency on my return from Fort Benton, but the same
communication having informed me that this agency had been tl'ansferred to Idaho, I relinquished the intention of doing so. But J1S .the agency is several miles nearer the capital of
' Montana than the capital of Idaho, and accessible from the former by an excellent road,
involving an easy journey on horseback of six ·days at most, I respectfully suggest that the
.
transfer referred to be revoked.
Following up this suggestion, I consider it my duty to t.he department to advise the
appointment of a special superintendent for this Territory . . Separated from one another as
~he Indian agencies are in Montana, by one, two, and three hundred miles and more, it is
Impossible for the governor or acting governor to acquit himself in an efficient and satisfactory manner of the duties pertaining to the superintendency as well as those pertaining
to the governorship, at one and the same time.
*
*
*
"
I have the honor to be, most faithfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS FRANCIS MEAGHER,
Secrdary and Acting Governor, 1'e1-ritory of Jfontana.
Ron. THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Department of t!te Interior, Washington.

No. 77t.
WASHINGTON, April 6, 1866.
SIR: In reply to your communication of April 5, desiring such items of the correspondence
of the late Gad E. Upson, in relation to Indian affairs at his agency, as will throw light upon
those matters, and especially in reg·ard to the Blackfeet treaty, I desire to say that I Lave
received from him but one letter since the treaty referred to was mad e, and all the extracts
of importance in regard to the said treaty, and the other matters of which you inqnire, are
herewith transmitted to you-said Jetter dated January 1, 1866. Extracts from two letters
to him by his chief clerk at the agency, Hiram D. Upham, dated respectively January 9,
1866, and February 2, which I have received since, are also herewith transmitted. None of
the papers or Youcbers referred to by my brother in his letter since the treaty, with the papers
signed by him, accompanying the same, have as yet been received by me.
I received the news of hi s death from my nephew, L.A. Upson, by telegram, dated Sacramento, California, March 29, 1866, saying that be died about five in the afternoon of the day
previous. He bad been lying there sick about one month previous to his death.
Very respectfully,
CHARLES UPSON.
Ron. D. N CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

BENTON CITY, February 2, 1866.
Srn: As an express leaves h ere to-day for the mines, I take the opportunity of
sending a few lines in regard to mattP-rs on the "bottom." Nothing of importance has
transpired since my last letter was written. The Gros Ventres took two hundred and sixty
head of horses from the Piegans a. f w nigllts since. The Piegans are making prepar~tions.
to go to war with them on a big seal . Big Lake's camp is within ten or twelve m~les ot
here on the Tetou. Tb wlnt m n n th bottom have lately organized them elves mto a
kind of vigilance ommitte _for elf-p.rot ction against both Indiuns and whites. All w~r
parties have heretofore made 1t a pract1c to stop nere on their way to and from thee~ my s
camp. They have always b en w lcomed by their French and half-breed brothers-m-lalV,
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who live here. One object of our organization is to prevent their coming here at all. Gough
Steel and Henry Kennedy are both officers in the company. About a week since, a party of
fifteen Piegan warriors came in here from the Pend d'Orielle's camp, with horses. As soon £8
they arrived on the bottom, we informed them that they could pass on to camp and not stop
here, as no more warriors could be allowed to sleep ·here. Th ey complied with the request.
Day before yesterday, I was honored with a call from three chiefs, who came in to see what
was the matter with the whites. I told them that by their treaty th ey were to remain at
peace with other tribes, &c.; if, however, they were bound to keep at war, or if they could
not keep their young men from going, they must keep their warrio.rs away fi-om here.
Trading parties were expected to come here whenever they pleased; warriors were not.
They then said that you niade some chiefs at the late treaty who had no itJfluence, &c. I
told them that all their chiefs were picked out by them, and if any bad choices were made,
it was their own fault.
·
I will give you an instance of the impudence of these warriors : George Steel had a fine
horse, which he was very careful of, and kept up ·in his stable. Yesterday afternoon, in
broad daylight, the stabl e door was left open by Joe Kipp for a few minutes; and while Joe
was out for something, an Indian went in and took the hurse out, and jumping on, was soon
in camp, horse and all. George bought the horse of the same Indian about a month ago,
and paid him a big price. He was a son of the Heavy Runner.

.,.

.,.

.,.
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Respectfully yours,
Major G. E. UPSON.

H. D. UPHAM.

.
,
BENTON CITY, January 9, 1866.
DEAR Sm: As Mr. Berkins and Edward Beedle leave here in the. morning for Helena, I
take the opportunity of writing you. I will commence on the Indian question. The Gros
Ventres are camped on Milk river, and are, I think, inclined to kPep their treaty stipulations
with the ''~·bites. I have this day returned from their camp, where I went in search of two
white men, under the following circumstances.
About the first of December last Hunicke and L egree, in company with two Gros Ventres
Indian boys, went to the Gros V entres camp after horses. After getting the horse, they
st!> rted back, coming through the Bear's Paw mountain. Two squaws and two Indians
(Gros Ventres coming to the fort) were added to the party on their return trip.
After one day's travel it began to snow; and Hunicke told one of the Indians to go back
to camp and get some sugar, while he (Hunicke) and party would go on a little further and
build a cabin, where they would remain until the storm was over. The Indian, (who was
Hunicke's bro~ber-in -law_, Walannee,) .accordingly returned to the Gros Ventres camp, where i
on account of t?e seventy of the storm, he was compelled to remain eight days. He then
started ~n the tnp back, and supposing that Hunicke and L egree and party bad come on
to the fort, he came _b y way of the wagon road. On his arrival here without the balance of
the party, he was sent back in search of them. He went as far as he dared, and tl1 en turned
back on account of the Piegans, ·who are fairly swarming in that section in search of Gros
Ventres' horses and scalps.
·
It bad now got to be New Years, and no tidings from Hunicke and party. An atte~pt
was made to raise a party of whites to go in search, which resulted in nine men commg
fo:'vard, ~w o of whom afterwards ' ' weaken ed," leaving seven. The party consisted .~ ·f
B1ll Ham1lton, Henry Kenn edy, Joe Kipp, Mose Solomon, John the Tailor, another wh1te
man and myself. Not a Frenchman would go or lend us a horse. After much difficulty we
succ eded in obtaining some horses, or rath er scarecrow s,· and on the 3d of this month, with
the above-mentioned Indian as a guide, we started directly for the Gros Ventres camp, where
we expected to find some tidings. We arrived on the :~ d day in Furnasse's camp of thirty
lodge , but learned that nothing had been heard from the missing party. But we here
ascertained that wbile H unicke and party were in the Gros V entres camp, a party of Piegans
were down the river stealing Crow and Gros Ventres' horses. That the party was beaded
by one called the Eagle Rib, who was made a chief at the late treaty. That the Crows
entrPs kill d nine of them, and that the balance started for hom e, and took the
and ro.
sam route that Huuicke and L gre did the day after they 1 ft the camp. Al. o thnt a couple
of young 'ro Ventres warrior , wh had followed the iegan , had just returned to camp
and report d that ov r near th we t 'rass bills they had found a hor e shot that belonged
to L egr e.
\Y e d . ir d tog tprough the
ar' Paw on our r turn, but our horses were entirely
giv n out, and the In ~ian did not ll;re to go for u , although they promi d to. We came
back, and wb n w arnved at t.h l ana w learn d from om trapp r that the i gans
and party bad pa..
tb r w1th the ame numb r of hor
that Hunick and L :gr bad
' ith th •m . Tb r' i no d?ubt but what Hunick , LPgr e and party, wer kill d by the
i ~an. . .. bon a m n b . m · a war party f Blood ·arne aero. the riv r her , with orne
ue of them had a purse of gold which he traded to a
hor • from th
·llow ton country.
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halt-breed here for a blanket. From here they went to tbePiegan camp and sent word back
from there that they bad killed three white men on the Yellowstone. "
.
They had another large purse of gold in camp, also a white man's revolver, &c. These
things were S(~en by the half-breed Gandapee, who bas been in the Piegan camp. The
Piegans are . getting so "that they pay no respect to their treaty stipulations, either as regards
the whites or other Indians. For two weeks after you lPft, there was not a day but that
war parties of Piegans were passing here on their way to and from the Pend d Oreille camp.
While ·we were in the Gros Ventres camp, the other day, a party of fifty-two Piegans,
headed by Little Dog's son, were in the vicinity waiting for a chance to ''raise" some
horses. We whites were called to a council of chiefs in -the Gros Ventres camp, when the
Many Bear and other chiefs, after smoking in silence for an hour or two, said: "Why do
the whites sit still and let the Piegans and Bloods steal their horses and kill them like dogs.,. .
"They" (the whites) "keep telling us to keep still, keep still, keep still, and we have kept
still until the Piegans have s,tolen all our horses and killed many of our warriors, and now
that they have killed the best two friends we had among the whites, Hunicke aud Legree,
we have stopped keeping still, ?nd now it shall be war to the death." Such was their speech.
They feel very bad about Legree and Hunicke, who you know both had Gros Ventres
women. The Gros Ventres and Crows are camped near tog·ether.
You are probably aware that the Piegans killed Michelle Ogden's herder, a half-breed, and
took all his horses. The party who did it were not young warriors, but old men and heari s '
of families. Things have got so here that even the travellers at this point are tal.:ing measures
to protect themselves and property.
.
We are now organizing a vigilance committee here among the whites. Nearly all the
horses on the bottom are in the Piegan camp, whiCh is about fifty miles from here on the
Marias. The North Bloods are moving this way. I have written the governor a statement
of the facts as above narrated. I am afraid but little freighting will be done here next
spring-, without these gentlemen are whipped during the winter.
Bill Berkins has an order for the howitzer ,h om the governor, and will take it with him
to-_day. John Healy goes from here to-day to Sun river, with United States MarshaJ
~dward Beedle, for the purpose of obtaining possession of the farm. *
*
"
*
Please let me know what boat the goods are shipped on in th_e spring. *
*
Yours, truly,
H. D. UPHAM.
Major GAD E. UPSON.

No. 78.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TERIUTORY OF MONTANA,
Virginia City, April 20, 1866.
Sm: You are no doubt apprised before this of the death of Major Gad E. Upson, late
Indian agent for the Blackfeet nation at Fort Benton.
He died at San Francisco, about six weeks ag·o, on his way to Washington with the treaty
he had so intelligently and zealously concluded with those Indians last November. * * *
In tl1is connection, I consider it my duty to call your attention to the fact that there are
scattered along our southern line two tribes of Indians-the Shoshones (or Snakes) and
Bannacks-who have never, as I have been told and believe, been recognizAd by the government, and who are, poor creatures, in a truly wretched and desolate condition.
At the moment I write, there are eleven lodges belonging to them standing close to t~e
town, and they contain as much misery and filth and dire want as might be exceeded only
by the huts of the Terra del Fuegans.
The most earnest representations have been made to me in their behalf by some of the old
mountaineers and settlers of the neighborhood. Among these Mr. Nathaniel T. Hall, tbe
writer of the communication I enclose, has been the most intelligent, best infonned, ·and
persistent.
I respectfully refer you to his communication, and recommend him to be appointed agent
of the Shoshones (or Snakes) and BannaC'.ks, should it appear ex ped ient to the department
to have such an ag<mcy created; and, furthermore, I respectfully beg that the views set forth
i? paragraph four of his communication may be acted upon, should this agency be estabh. bed, and iwtructions and powers accordingly be g iven to the agent.
nrecognized, unprotected, and outlawed, as it were, as they now are, they are indeed a
revolting r proach to our civilization.
In a former communication I informed you I had notified Mr. Chapman, agent for the
Platheads, that his agency bad been retra nsferred from the Idaho to the Montana. snperin-.
tend ency.
p to thi date, however, ~ have not heard from him ; but this no Jou~t i owing
to the d pth of snow upon the mountams and th e almost insurmountable obstructiOns on the
roads b tween here and Jocl~o, th residence of the agent.
The l'iq~an , to .'~hom MaJ r pson di tribut d pi tols and ammunition ]a t November,
among oth r aunwtws, and who on the Indian side were the plincipal parties to the treaty
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negotiated with the Blackfeet nation at that time, continue to behave in a very unruly and
outrageous manner. No later than the. 5th of ~his month a b_and of. these Indians att.acked
a small party of our people, who were moffens1vely engaged m openmg and constructmg a
new road from this place and Helena to the Missouri, four hundred miles · below :Fort Benton, and, having driven off the latter. killed their oxen, burned their wagon, and captured
their mules.
There is, however, no hope whatever to be entertained that such outrages will cease until
the presence of a military force in the Territory, judiciously distributed and posted, shall, by
intimidation, coerce these intractable savages to do what no treaty, however liberal, and no
amount of annuities will, in my opinion, indnce them to do.
I am glad indeed to find that General Pope is taking such excellent steps to facilitate and
protect our miners, farmers, and others, as they spread themselves out from the more settled
portions of the Territory, and advance to the praceful conquest of the wilder regions. The
military posts he contemplates (as I learn from the newspapers) establishing between Fort
Reno and Virginia City will go far to throw into our hands the magnificent valley of the
Yellowstone, which the Sioux, Mountain Crows, and Arapahoes now hold defiantly.
But I respectfully suggest and advise that the superintendent of Indian affairs in this T erritory, or some other party, be instructed at the earliest day to invite the Crows (to whom
the valley of the Yellowstone properly belongs) to a council, for the purpose of having a
treaty in tituted with them, which shall cede their land s (a third of our Territory) to the
United States, and give them all the usual guarantees and liberality of our government.
I have the honor to be, very truly yours,
THOMAS FRANCIS MEAGHER,
Acting Governor Territory of Montana.
The COMMISSIONER of Indian Affairs.

VIRGINIA CITY, April6, 186f.
Sm: .According to your request, I herewith transmit to you what information I have in
regard to the numbers, condition, wants, &c., of the Shoshone and Bannack Indians.
First. From what I can learn, the Shoshones number about eleven hundred, the :Bannacks
four or five hundred. As a general thing, they run together, swap squaws, &c., separating
occasionally iuto small parties for hunting purposes . The language principally used is
Shoshon~
,
Second . .A.s regards their condition, they are poor, subject at all times to be cheated and
robbed by the whites without any redress. The neighboring Indians mall:e frequ ent raids,
take all the ponies they can get, killing what Indians they ean that are guarding the stock.
Third. They range about tbe headwaters of the Yellowstone, Gallatin, Madison, Snake,
and Gr en rivers, and around Bannack and Boise, frequently in the Territory of Utalt.
Fourth, their wants, as I understand them, are, first, an agent to look after their interests;
are ervation set off for them exclusively; some agricultural implements, seeds, &c.; a treaty
made with neighboring Indians, by which all stock stolen by ei ther party, if not returned
after being proven and demanded, the value of the said stock to be kept out of the annuities
of the tribe or band taking Ghe said stock and given to the tribe or band losing the same.
Recognition and annuities, same as other tribes receive, under similar circumstances.
:Fifth. The most influential of them feel that the Great Spirit has so ordered that they must
give way to the pale faces, anu that their only safety is in throwing them selvef! into the hands
of the Great Chief at Washington, asking that he will throw his big robe of protection over
~! E>m until they fulfil the destiuy for which they were created.
All of which is most respectfully submitted to your excellency.
I have the honor to be your most obedient servant,
NATHANIEL T . HALL.
His Excellency THOMA. FRANCI MEAGIIER,
Acting Governor of the Territory of Montana.

No. 79.
FLATHEAD INDL\N AGENCY,
Montana Territory, April 26, 1 66.
, IR: I have the honor to tat that yesterday Geary, head chief of th
pol{ane tribe of
I ndians, called at thi agen ·y to
Die. Himself and part of his people bad been on th ir
annual bufralo hunt and w_c~re _on te ir way to their homes. During onr conver ation, he
( 'eary) inform d m. that lu· tnbe bad not yet made a. tr atywith the uited ..,tnt s government, but w re .unxwu to do ?· that the whites were encroaching on their lands; and that
the .·poka.ne w1.: h d t lrf'at wJth the government, ced all their tights to the country now
occupi ·d !llld clrumed by them, aud b placed on a. re. ervation .
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They reside on the Spokane river near the Pend d'Orenle lake, Northern Idaho, and have
at times given much trouble to the whites. The tribe is composed of about seventy lodges,
and numbers from three hundred to three hundred and fifty souls.
Geary appears very anxious that his people make a treaty with the government, cede their
present Territory to it, and remove on this reservation, and be consolidated with and form a
part of the confederate Flathead nation.
He says that this is the wish of his people; but whether such is the case or not I am unable
to say. I promised him that I would write you on this subject, and make his wishes known
to the government.
The Spokanes speak the same dialect as the _Flatheads and Pend d'Oreilles, and have
always been on friendly terms with them and the Kootenays; and, as this reservation is
·eighty miles long and seventy wide, there is abundent room on it for them. In fact, the
Spokanes, Creur d'Alenes, Colvilles, and every other tribe of Indians in northern Montana
and Idaho north and west of this place, might be advantageously located on this reservation,
and there would still be room left for others. The same grist and saw-mills, shops, industrial school and farm, physician, hospital, and employes already provided, would answer for
all; and the enormous expense attending the establishment of a separate reservation in this
(lountry be saved to the government.
. Looking at this matter in a pecuniary light, it seems to me to be the true policy of the
government to treat with the above-named tribes of Indians at an early day, extinguish their
right and title to all the Territory now occupied and claimed by them, and at the same time
place them upon a reservation with other Indians- separate a11d apart from thew bites. The
second article of the treaty with the Flathead nation provides that other tribes of Indians
may be placed on this reservation, and be consolidated with and form part of the confederate
Flathead nation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUSTUS H. CHAPMAN.
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D . .C.

No. 80.
FLATHEAD AGENCY, MONTANA TERRITORY,
March 3, 1866.
Sm: There is located on this reservation a trading post, k ept by one Stubbs, who claims
that he is an agent of the Hudson Bay Company and is doing business for them. This trading post is located some twenty-five miles distant fi-om this agency, so far off that I can have
little information in regard to his actions as a trader. He is located on the Pend d'Oreille
Lake road, and trades with Indians, travellers, and citizens. He says he was sent there
b,r the Hudson Bay Company with orders to remain there and trade until he was forcibly
eJected from the reservation. He (Stubbs) is now making arrangements to erect nice buildings and open a farm at his present location. Is there any stipulaLion in our treaties with
Great Britain which P.e rmits agents of this company to locate on Indian reservations and
trade with Indians without permission from the agent of the United States government?
I _dislike very much to have persons on this reservation not under my jurisdiction, especially
subjects of a foreign nation. If said Stubbs bas no legal right on this reservation and it
meets with your approval, I will proceed to eject him and his goods from the same.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A.. H. CHAPMAN,
United States Indian Agent, I. T.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

No. 80 a.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, May 30, 1866.
SIR: I herewith transmit a copy of a communication from Agent Chapman, relative to
a trader, who is stated to have established himself at the ]< latbead agency, sent there, as he
states, "by the Hud.'on Bay Company, with orders to remain there until he was forcibly
ejected from there. ervation." This letter was sent to the Governor of Idaho by the agent,
but as the agency ha b' n re tor d to your uperintendency the reply i sent to you.
There is no tipulation in any tr aty with Gr at Britain' which allows employe of the
Hud son Bay Company to trade within the limits of the mted tates. Article 3 of tho
Tr aty of \ a. hingtoo, _o_f 1 6,_ provid d that "the po . e sory right· of tb lludson Bay
Company, and of all Bnt1 h sub; ct who may be already in the occupation of lanu or other
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property lawfully acquired within the said T erritory, shall be respected," but there is no reservation of any right to trade.
When, in 1850, Anson Dart was appointed superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon,
(that Territory then covering the district in which the Flathead agency is,) special instructions upon the subject of traders were given to him, in these words: ''Under no circumstanr:f·S
should the (Hudson Bay) Company be permitted to have trading establishments withm
the limits of our Territory; and if any such establishments now exist, they should be
promptly proceeded against in accordance with the requirements of the intercourse law."
The intercourse law, referred to, approved June 30, 18~4, is very stringent in its provisions. Sections 4 to 11 inclusive provide the necessary remedies and penalties against un.law·
ful trade with the Indians, in the forfeiture of all merchandi~>e offered for sale to the Indrans,·
and a fine .of $500; a pena1ty of $1,000 is provided against any party who shall make a set~
tlement on any lands belonging to an Indian tribe; and another penalty of $1,000 is provided in the case of a foreigner who shall go into the Indian country without a passport from
the War Department (now Interior Department) superintendent or agent.
You will therefore instruct Agent Chapman to take such measures to notify the party re·
ferred to, to leave the country, giving him reasonable time for such departure, and if be
should remain after such notice, to proceed against him under the intercourse law.
,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner.
Hon. SIDNEY EDGERTON,
Governor and ex-officio Superintendent Indian A.ffairs,
Virginia City, Montana Ten·itory.

No. 81.
OFFICE OF THE BLACKFEET INDIAN AGENCY,

Benton City, Montana Territory, July 25, 1866.
SIR: In compHance with the requirements of _the department I herewith transmit my
report as to the condit.ion and conduct of . the Indians of this agency during the t~me that I
have been the acting agent for them.
On the 1st day of July, 1865, I entered the service of Major Gad E. Upson as clerk. I
contin.ued in his service and assisted in making the treaty last November. About the J st of
December last, Major Upson left here for Washington on business connected with the' treaty.
Upon leaving ~e appointed me his ·deputy, with orders to remain in charge and cont_rol of
t~e agency unttl his return. As you are aware, he died in California in March last wh1le on
hts way to the States. Since that time I have been acting more directly under the orders of
the Hon. Thomas F. Meagher, superintendent of Indian affairs of the Territory. My report
will reac~ from December I, J865, to July 25, 1tl66.
I~m ed 1ately !l'fter the conclusion of the treaty of last fall the Bloods, Blackfeet, and a
portwn of the Ptegans started to war, not only on other tribes of Indians, but also upon the
whites. I will give only a list of the murders committed by them during the past winter; as
the number of horses stolen by them reached the thousands I shall not endeavour to make
any list of .them.
In tl_te latter part of November last or the first of December, a large war party of Bloods
a~d P1egan attacked the camp of one Michelle Ogclen near Medicine Rock. They killed
h1s herder and drove off all his horses.
P erhap in this single instance there might have been a shadow of cause on the side of the
Blackfeet, inasmuch as Ogden was a half- breed and lived with the Pend d'Oreille Indians, w bo
are deadly enemies to the Blackfeet.
In December, while the miners were prospecting for gold on one of · the tdbutaries of the
Y~llowstone, a war party of Bloods and Picgans came up to them and, pretending to be
fnendly, succeeded in obtaining possession of their arms and then murdered them in cold
blood.
During th arne month two citizens of this place, Hunicke and Legree, while returning
from the 'ro Yentres camp on Milk river, were overtaken by a party of Blackfeet and both
murd red.
everal women and children of the Gros Ventres tribe were coming to the fort in company
with the two whites. They were all killed xccpt two children; these were held as pri ·oners
and taken to camp. A~ w w k after, the Little Dog, chief of the lower Plegan , took
them from tb Bla ·kfe t and return d them to th ir people.
In li_ehruary, J
, a party f ~vhit s started from H 'lena City for the mouth of In ~lehell nv r ~ r the purpo of op nmg a wagon road b tw en the two point on the outh 1de
f the Ii . uri . ' b ·y w r atta ·II: d by a party of Indian supposed to be Plegaus. One
' bit man w "" und d and n Ind ian killed.
I n April a larg party of Indi an ( uppo. d to be orth Pie~ans,) hea.d d by a. hi f
nam . Bull' II ·arl, a ta ·k d tb buildin uf tb gov rnment farm on un river. At tb
im · th 'l'E: ,. r two m ninth house, Ca . lluff and Nicholas ha.nnon. lluff was killed
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while going from the house to the river after water. The Indians then set fire to the buidings,
which, being perfectly dry, burned lil•e tinder. Shannon remained in the house until the
heat became so intense that it fired off the loaded guns in the house. There were in the house,
at the time, two boxes of shells for a 12-pound howitzer. Shannon remained until the flames
reached these and then jumped from the window on the opposite side of the house from where
the Indians were. He had gone about twenty yards from the house when thE? ammunition
exploded, fill~ng the air with logs and timbers and completely demolishing the whole house.
After trave11mg three days and nights Shannon· reached the rancho of one Paul Vermet on
the Dearborn creek. 'fhe Indians killed seven head of oxen at the farm.
From here they proceeded to the mission of the Jesuit Father~.• near the junction of Sun
river with the Missouri. Here they 'killed one J ohti Fitzgerald almost in sight of the house,
and finished up by killing ten head of fine cattle.
From here they went to the rancho of Paul Vermet on the Dearborn. At this place they
killed Charles Carson in sight of the house and d'rove off a band of horses. These murders
were moi>tly committed by Indians belonging to tribes that were present and signed the
treaty here in November last.
The Bloods, Blackfeet, and most of the North Piegans are at open war with the whites, as
well as with all other tribes of Indians. · They live for the most part in the British possessions,
and only come here to receive their annuity goods or to commit some depredations. Many
of them have never been here at all. These Indians have plenty of horses, and living in a
country where buffalo and other game is abundant, they are very independent. They openly
and defiantly declare that they will kill every white man they find, and, as practice has
demonstrated, they carry their threat into execution whenever an opportunity p1'esents itself.
There are about three hundred and fifty or four hundred lodges of Lower Piegans, who
live on the head waters of Milk river and the Marias. These Indians have for several years
been controlled by two head chiefs, viz., the Little Dog and Big Lake. This camp of Indians are in the habit of coming to the post to trade. I am fully satisfied that all the chiefs
and headmen of this tribe are in favor of a lasting peace towards the government. There
are, however, many young men in the camp who are continually on the war path against
other Indians, and who, in the course of their excursions, are continually meeting with
whites. In such cases a collision generally occurs, thus keeping up hostUities between the
whites and the young warriors, while the chiefs and old men are trying to keep peace.
In June last the Little Dog, heaq chief of the Piegans, · came in from camp and .turned
over to me twelve head of horses which he bad taken from the warriors, they having stolen
them from the whites. He was followed by a party of warriors, and when about fout miles
from here on his return to camp, he and his son were both murdered. They were killed because they were suspected of being too friendly with the whites.
The Bloods, Blackfeet, and Piegans are, in fact, all one people, and although they inhabit
different portions of the country, yet they all talk the Blackfeet language, are intermarried
together, and communicate to eaeh other every move made by the whites. The Gros Ventres, on the other hand, are of a different nation. They number about two hundred and fifty,
perhaps two hundred and seventy-five, lodges. Ever since the conclusion of the treaty they
have kept their part of jt with all faith. They are living on Milk river and on the Missouri.
They are some two hundred and fifty miles from here. They are at peace with both tribes of
the Crows, but at war with the Blackfeet, Bloods, and Piegans. They usually camp and
live with the Lower Crows. I would respectfully call your attention to the necessity of establishing a separate agenc.y for the Crows and Gros Ventres at or in the vicinity of the mouth
of the Muscleshell river.
The Gros Ventres, in coming here, have to fight their way through the Blackfeet and the
Piegan's eountry.for a distance of two hundred miles. They say that they would rather do
without their goods than come here after them, as they are sure to lose their horses at the
hands of their old enemies the Piegans. The Crows, in going to Fort Union after their presents, are obliged to pass through 150 miles of Assinaboine country, anrt, being at war with
them, they are in as bad a fix as the Gros Ventres. It is impossible to make any lasting
peace between thes.e tribes.
Nothing has been done on the government farm or on Sun river this year. When the Indians bnrned the buildings last April all the tools, farming implements, &c., were destroyed.
The farmer was obliged to desert the farm, and since th at time no white man could be induced
to live there.
·
· ·
About the 2~th o~ June last the steamboat Miner arrived here wi.t h a portion of the annuity
goods aboard for this year. These I have stored to await the arrival of Mr. Wright, the new
agent.
I shall remai_n here til~. Mr .. Wrig.ht arrives, and turn everything belonging to the government over to b1m, ~J:nd ~we him ~ !1 t of property destroyed on Sun river farm. .
I haye the office furmtun~ at tb1s plac~. I shall turn everything over to Mr. Wnght. .
Hopmg that my report w1ll prove satisfactory, I remain, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,
HIRAM D. UPHAM,
D eputy Age1ll for Blackfeet.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D . C.
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No. 82.

F01i!

BENTON, MONTANA TERRITORY,

August 30, 1666.
SIR: I am unable to give you any information respecting the Blackfeet tribe of rny
Indians, beyond the fact that they are st1ll, as they have been for some time past, in the Brit·
ish possessions. They trade at Fort Edmonton. Their lodges are not precisely known, and
what there are that generally come to the agency for their annuities they receive the three
twenty-second part of aU the goods sent. ~'he treaty of last year they do not consider as
binding on them, for they were, numerically, poorly represented at that treaty by their chiefs
and headmen. They are at open war, in company with the Bloods, against the wb~tes.
They killed, in the Bear's Paw mountain, last winter, two white men, named Humcke
and Legree, who were returning from the Gros Ventres camp with their horses, which
the Gros Ventres had stolen from them. These Blackfeet Indians are very wild, and it is at
times difficult in sending messengers to their camp or seeing many of their tribes.
The Bloods are also of a very wild and seemingly ungovernable nature, with the exception
of some forty lodges who live with the Lower Piegans. Father of All Children is the chief
of their lodges. These Indians are located near the headwaters of Milk river. These Indians have, accord ing to the last year's distribution, six twenty-second parts of the goods sent.
This year, however, the goods desi~ned for them are properly baled and marked, as well as
the bales and boxes for the other tribes. The balance of the Blood Indians are with the Up·
per Piegans, in the British possessions.
The Lower Piegans have some three hundred and seventy-five lodges. They are located
on the Marias river. They are quiet at the present time, although on last winter they were
rather inclined to trade with the whites without giving a fair exchange. I myself think they
are disposed to be friendly and quiet. Big Lake is their bead chief.
The Upper Piegans emigrate extensively, living at times . with the Lower Piegans and at
ot~ers with the Bloods. It is the opinion of Mr. Upham that these Indians burned the agency
bml.dings at Sun River farm on the 22d of last April, from the description given by the bead
Ind1an, who commanded a force of about thirty Indians at the time of the burning. There
se~ms no doubt they were led on by BuB's Head, one of the chiefs of the tlibe. No measures
have yet been taken to rebuild the agency house or cultivate the farm, as it does not seem
advisable until military troops are stationed near enough to protect those who loeate upon it.
Th~ .Upper and Lower Piegans are united under the head of Piegans in the distribution of
annuities. The Gros Ventres Indians live with the Lower Crows on Milk river. They are
very quiet, and are the only tribe who have kept in good faith every requirement of last fall's
tr~aty. These Inili~ns Jl.ave three hundred lodges. Many Bear is one of their prominent
ch1efs and Farmase IS theu head ehief. The Gros Ventres and PieD'ans are constantly at war
wit~ each ?ther, a~~1 they each, therefore, have separate days assigned them on which to
recmve then· annUities.
fJ soo.n as I ~rrange the distribution of my goods and be.come better acqua~nted wit~ ~he
d~t1e.s .of my office, I trust to be able to give you a more satisfactory account of the conditiOn
of affa1rs.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. B. WRIGHT, Indian Agent.
DEAR

Ron. D. N.

COOLEY,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 83.
liEADQ ARTER

WE T

B-DI TRICT OF NEBRA KA ,

Fort Laramie, D. T., January 25, 1 66.
, 'IR: I have the honor to furni h for your information the following statement regarding
Indian affair within the limit. of my command:
Th w~ t .-ub-di. ~rict of ebra ·ka e~t nds from Jule burg to the 'outh Pass, containing
the yo ts of ort l •tchell, ?rt Lanum , Fort larshall, 1! ort Ca. per, and Fort R no, with
tlum outpo. t and d p nd nc•. · Th . are located along the line of the aci fie tel graph
and on.th. r?a~ through th~ • outh Pa .. , f'xc pting Fort eno, which is on P wd r river.
The JUn.:dJctJon v r Indmn. extend. n rth of the Platte to tb Y llowston embracing
th
g lalla and Brule 'ioux, the band of orthcrn Cheyennes and the .A.rapaho~s.
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In October last it was thought advisable by General Wheaton, the commander of the disthen at Fort Laramie, to send messengers to the Sioux to inform them that tribes were
.making peace and a~ opportunity would be offered them to do the same. The mission was
so dangerous that no ~• hite man could have been found to undertake it, and accordingly five
Indians, who had always been friendly, were sent for and asked if they were willing to go
and find the Sioux. They very willingly consentP.d, and being provided with the nece:;sary
outfit, set out on the journey fi·om which many, even of the oldest men of the country, prophecied they would never return. General Wheaton soon afterwards leftfor Omaha, leaving
me to carry out the plans he had commenced.
.
November and December passed, and no tidings were received of the messengers. About
the beginning of January, an Indian well known about the fort, and whom I knew five years
ago, came to the bouse of a settler about fifteen miles off and asked if I were the commanding
officer, and whether he could see me. The settler brought him to me, and my first question
WtLS in regard to the messengers.
He had not seen them, but had observed a place where
there bad apparently been a fight, with papers tom and strewed over the ground, &c., and
I was afraid the messengers had been killed by the Cheyennes, a band of which tribe was
then on the North Platte travelling south.
I sent this Indian back to his band with two half-breeds who lived near the fort, as he said
his people would sooner believe them than himself, and have not since heard of them.
On the 15th of January it was reported to me that a number of Indians were seen approaching the house of a settler about eight JIIiles below this fort. I made preparations at once to
send an armed party to his rescue, when a messenger came from him to tell me the Indians
were those that had been sent out and the Swift Bear's band.
I was greatly rejoiced, as I feared that even if they had escaped enemies they had perished
from cold, (for the months of November and December were extremely severe,) and on the ·
16th of January I hoisted a white flag, as bad been agreed upon, and received with heartfelt
satisfaction m;y faithful braves and a deputation, with Swift .Bear at their bead.
Here I wouid respectfully call your attention, sir, to the great value of the services rendered by these messengers. Of the five, four, named as follows: Big R1bs, Big Mouth, Eagle Foot, and Whirlwind, came from the vicinity of Denver, and the remaining one, Little
Crow, a man of seventy-five years of age, resides near this fort. Big Ribs was the head man
and leader of the party. He is an Indian of tried fidelity and has been employed in va·rious
capacities on account of his well known honesty and truthfulness.
They ventured forth in the face of perils that the oldest mountaineer in the country would
have shrunk from, and after enduring cold, hunger, and hardship, found the Swift Bear and
delivered their message of peace. Without this, I do not ]mow how the Sioux could have
been communicated with, or the present very favorable aspect of affairs could have been
brought about.
·
Some expression of approbation, such as a medal, or a parchment _with a seal and ribbon,
from the bureau, which they could be told came hom the Great Father, would be very acceptable to them. May I take the liberty to beg your consideration of this, sir, as I think
these brave, faithful men richly deserve such marks of honor.
After exchs:t.nging greetings a council was held. I told Swift Bear I was very glad to see
him and had sent messengers to say he might come and see me· without fear, that we might
talk together. If the Sioux were willing to abstain from all hostilities and not commit any
depredations upon the whites, I would tell the Great Father so and he would make peace
with them. They must understand that they were offered peace and not asked for it, and
it was for them to decide whether they would accept it or not. For myself, I was only the
military commander, and could make no treaty, but I would protect them from all maltreatment and would permit them to camp wh ere they could get game and live quietly.
I then introduced Mr. Jarrot, the Indian agent, who made some remarks of a similar
purport.
The Swift Bear answered that he bad come when he recaived my message, as he believed
it to be true. He knew thA big war was over and the Great Father had peace with all his
white children. He wanted peace and would be very glad to make it, and promised that no
more depredations should be committed. Heretofore they had been afraid to come to the fort
for fear of being killed , but now they were glad to be able to come and get some things for
·
their women and cbildren, who were naked and starving.
After some further talk about presents and provisions, the council broke up and Mr. Jarrot
and myself issued them some clothing and provisions.
.
I have information that the Red Cloud, the principal chief of the Ogalallas, will be here in
a short time with a large band, some two hundred and fifty lodges.
Those that have come in are in a condition of uttAr destitution and have been on the verge
of starvation. I have no h sitation in saying that I believe them to be perfectly sincere, and
this opinion is ba. cd on con id rable intercourse during five years with these same I~cli a.ns .
As oon as I have compl . ted 9:11 arrang:ements with the Brules and. Ogalallas I ~?II d1.rect
them to go to thA Black 11111 , 1ghty miles north, and establi h the1r camps until . pnng.
This is th ir favorite ground, but tor three years they hav not been permitted to occupy it.
The band of rorthern Ch yenn s affilitLte with the ioux, and I have good reason to suppose that they will a k to be allowed to come in.

.

tri~t,_
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The Arapahoes are at a great distance (nearly seven hundred miles) from here, on the Rig
Horn and Yellowstone, and cannot be communicated with until spring. If they should continue to be hostile, the aid of the Sioux can be obtained next summer to chastise them.
Among the many advantages which would attend a peace with all the Indians on the great
overland route may be mentioned, first, the security of life and property in travelling and
freighting from the Missouri river to the mines of Idaho and Montana, and I am informed
that the travel next spring will be very great, with a proportionally large amouut of freighting; second, the facilities offered for further exploration and development of the country;
thirJ, the security of the telegraph and mail coaches; fourth, the immense saving in expense
in the reduction of the military force to a few posts, instead of moving expeditions, which are
very costly and rarely effective.
It is, however, unnecessary to enlarge upon the self-evident fact that peace properly secured, as I feel it can be, is the best possible policy.
.
·
My report has reached a greater length thn.n I intended, for wh ich my apology is that I felt
it my duty to keep you fully informed of all that was transpiring relat~ve to the people under
your care.
It gives me pleasure to say that in Mr. Jarrot I find a very capable and agreeable gentleman, and all our views and plans harmonize perfectly.
A13 this is a subject in which I have taken great interest, I shall be most happy to receive
any instructions you may have to give me and to execute them to the best of my ability.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY E. MAYNADIER,

Colonel Fifth United States Volunteers, Commanding.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 84.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI,

St. Louis, Missouri, FebruMy 12, 1866.
SIR: For reply to your letter of the 22d ultimo, I have to suggest that Fort Laramie be the
place for making treaty with bands of Sioux, Arapahoes, and Northern Cheyennes, and such
other tribe as can be brought in, and that June 30 be the time.
Any pre ents, goodr., &c., that you may think it advisable to send, ought to be at Fort
Leavenworth by April 1, or not later than ApnllO, in order to be sent out in time to reach
Laramie by the specified day.
I de ire to be advised as soon as practicable whether this arrangement will suit your views,
in order that I may send runners to all the tribes east of the mountains and south and west
of the Missouri river, so that the various tribes may be represented by delegations or entire •
tribes, a.s they may elect.
·
Many of the runners sent hitherto to bands of the Sioux, Arapahoes, and Northern Cheyennes have not yet reported; all that have bring favorable reports, and several bands are
making their way slowly to Laramie. The snow is very deep and weather severely cold.
In relation to commissioners br,ing appointed to treat with these Indians, I have only to
sugge. t that, in my judgment, it will be good policy to place upon the commission, in addition to the proper officers of the Intelior D epartment, the several commanding officers or rank
in that region of country, in order to secure harmony of action hereatter between offit:ers of
th e \Var and IntPrior Departments. I would suggest General Dodge, General Wheaton, and
Colonel Maynadier.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN POPE,
Hon. J. HARLAN, Secretary of the Interior.

Major General Commanding.

No. 85.

[By tel graph from Fort Leavenworth, March 11, 1866.]
USITED S'l'ATE

MILITARY TELEGRAPH,

Marcl' 12, 1 66.
Iajor G nera.1 J .· . P. HERR ·nN, A. A. General:
~ rring to let~er of cr tary Harlan and Coromi si.. net• Cooley, I do not think it pra.cti·
c blo to
t I ndu1 tog tbcr .May 10. They all under ·tand they are to come by June 30,

;REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

207

Most of them have gnne hunting. The Aarapahoes and Cheyennes, on account of poor
stock, cannot get in there before the time named. General Wheaton says Superintendent
Taylor, at Omaha, thinks June :30 the best time. These Indians expect presents.
G. M. DODGE, Major General.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,

St. LoUis, Missouri, Marc!t 1::!, 1866.

Official:

•

[Referred by

Gene~·al

JOHN P. SHERBURN,
Assistant Adjutant General .
Pope to the Interior Department.]

No. 86.
HEADQUARTERS WEST SUB-DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA,

Port Laramie, Dakota 1'errito·1·y, March 9, 1866.

Sm: I respectfully submit the following report of an occurrence of interest to the Indian
bureau, and, as I believe, of great importance in assuring the success of my efforts to make
peace:
Some days since I received a messenger from Pegaleshka, head chief of the Brule Sioux,
saying that his daughter bad died on the way here, and bad begged her father to have her grave
made with the whites. My consent was askt>d to permit this to be done. I knew the girl
five years ago, then a child of twelve, and at her death about seventeen. She died from exposure and inability to sustain the severe labor and hardship of the wild Indian life. I
replied that I would be glad to have Pegaleshka bring his child here, and would give him all
the assistance in my power.
·
Yesterday I was informed that be had reached the Platte and would soon be at the fort.
Wishing to do him honor as being one of the principal chiefs of the nation, and on account of
the peculiar circumstances of his visit, I rode out with several officers and met him half way
hl'ltween the fort and the Platte. After greeting him, I conducted him to the fort and to my
headquarters. I then informed him that the Great Father offered peace to the Indians, anu
desired them to have it for their own benefit and welfare. That, in t\YO or three months,
commissioJ;J.ers would come to treat with them and settle everything on a permanent ba,;is of
peace and friendship. I r:>ympathized deeply in his affliction, and telt bouored by his confidence in committing to my care the remains of a child whom I knew he loved much. The
Great Spirit httd taken her, and be never did anything exeept for some good purpose.
Everything should be prepared to have her funeral at sunset, and as the sun went down it
might remind him of the darkness left in his lodge when his beloved daughter was taken
away; but as the sun would surely rise again, su she would rise, and some day we would all
meet in the land of the Great Spirit .
The chief exhibited deep emotions during my remarks, and tears fell from his eyes, a rare
occurrence in an Indian, and for some time be could not speak. After taking my hand he
commenced with the following eloquent oration: "This must be a dream for me to be in
such a fine room and surrounded by such as you. Have I been asleep during the last four
years of hardship and trial and am dreaming that all is to be well again, or is this real? Yes,
I see that it is; the beautiful day, the sky blue, without a cloud, the wind calm and still to suit
tbe errand I come on and remind me that you have offered me peace. We thiuk we have
been much wronged and are entitled to compensation for the damage and distress caused by
making so many roads through our country, and driving off and destroying the Luffalo and
game. My heart is very sad, and I cannot talk on business; I will wait and see the coun:>cllors the Great Father will send."
The scene was one of the most impres.• ive I ever saw, and produced a marked effect upon
all the Indians present, and satisfi d some who bad never before seemed to believe it, that an
Indian bad a human heart to work on and was not a wild animal.
Preparations were then made for the funeral of the chief's daughter. A scaffold was erected
at the cemetery and a coffin made. Just before sunset the body was carried to the scaffold,
followed by her father and mother and other relatives, with the chaplain, myself, and officers,
and many of the soldiers of the garri on, and many Indians. Amid profound silence, and,
as I was glad to see, with the mo t devout and respectful behavior on the part of every white
man present, the chaplain delivered a touching and eloquent prayer, which was interpreted
by Mr. Gott. I can hardly describe my feelings at witnessing this first Christian burial of
an Indian, and one of such consideration in her tribe. The hour, the place, the solemnity,
even th re trained w ping of h r mother and aunts, all combined to affect any one deeply.
I attach great importanc to this c remony as rendering beyond a doubt the success of
th e efforts I have made to r tore peace. It sati. ties me of the entire trustiness of P egales hka,
who is always with Red loud, and they two rule the nation. A man of Pegale hka's in tel·
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lio-ence and shrewdn!3SS would never have confided the remains of his child to the care of. any
o~e but those with whom he intended to be friends always. The occurrence of such an mciclent is regarded by the oldest settlers, men of 1~1ost exper~ence in Indian character, as unprecedented, and as calculated to secure a eertam and lastmg peace.
Very .respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. MAYNADIER,
Colonel of the Fifth U1zited Stutes Volunteers, Commanding.

Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Wa11hington, D . C.

•
No. 87.
Report of the commissioners appointed by the President of the United States to treat with the
Indians nt Fort Lammie.

The commissioners appointed by the President of the United States to enter into treaties of
peace and friendship with the Indians of the Upper Platte agency all met by appointment at
Fort Laramie.
It required a considerable time to give such information to the Brule and Ogalalla bands
of Sioux as would be likely to secure a general attendance, they being inuch scattered at the
time of our arrival.
In the meanwhi le rumors of a discouraging character were in daily circulation of the disinclination of the Indians to give government the desired road to Montana by the way of
Powder river. These rumors, on being traced, appeared to have a very doubtful origin,
being mainly spread abroad by persons interested in keeping up an agitation for the purpose
of keeping fi·eights at high rates. These persons have but little at stake, as they reside in
parts of the country not likely to suffer directly from Indian depredations, while they profit
largely by magnifying the dangers of travelling to emigrants and freighters, and using
these imaginary dangers as an excuse to incn::ase the prices of their wares. On the other
hand, these tr~:~.ders and dealers who are immediately among the Indians, and who are always
the victims of an outbreak, are unanimously in favor of a peace that shall be lasting and
mutually beneficial. They are men who have lived long among the Indians, and their assistance and agency are important and valuable both to the government and the Indians.
Although the Indians, as might naturally be expected, were reluctant to allow the proposed road to pass through the best of their remaining hunting grounds, yet when informed
of the wishes of the government, and of our disposition to give a liberal equivalent, they acquie. eed in our request in a full council, after a full expression of sentiment had taken place
on both sides. The only change they suggested to the proposed terms consisted in the request of having their annuity goods distributed semi-annually, that is to say, at a specified
time in the spring and fall. This proposition met our decided approval, as we believed it
would greatly benefit the Indians.
The Cheyennes were represented by some chiefs and head soldiers, who stated that the
main village was some distance off and could not come in for a long time. A treaty exactly
similar to that made with the Sioux was prepared and read to them, and they signed it, being
fully authorized to do so, and guaranteeing that the other chiefs would ratify their action.
'l'hi treaty was left in the hands of Colonel Maynadier, or other commanding officer, for the
signatu:·e of the absent when they shall arrive, with the condition that it is to be ·executed
previous to the l st of November next.
The Arapahoes having passed the winter on the Yellowstone, it was not possible to communicate with them in time for them to come to the council. On the 28th of June a party of
six Arapaho s arriv d as messengers from the main village, to say that they had heard of the
treaty, and were anxious to avail them elves of the same advantages as had been given to
the 'ioux. The. e messengers were authorized by the tribe to speak for them. They further
said that the rapahoes were going to make peace with the Sioux, Crows, and Cheyennes,
and wi bed also to make peace with the whites. The treaty made with the Sioux and that
waiting for the heyennes, were read and fully explained to them, and they were informed
that a portion of goods would be retained for them. They were entirely satisfied, and
promi ed to r port truly and faithfully to their chiefs what had been said to them.
Thu . it will b . n that the r ·ults of the commi sioners' labors are a. treaty entirely concluded with the ga.lalla and Brule ioux, one negotiat d and partly perfected with the
Cheyenne., and a v ry favorable pro pect of making the same terms with the Arapahoes.
The Bmle b ing fully r pr ' n.t d bad the full share of th ir pre ents given to them, and,
with a. r rve for two a.b . nt ch1r£ , the galallas have also r c ived their share. The goods
r ma.ining in the hand of th agent, and now deposited in the government stor bou , will
bed liv ·red to the ab ·cot band wh n tb y may come in and have signed the pr posed treaty.
:P rom what ~v . ~' and l1eard th tr aty gave a much sa.ti faction to the parties cone rned
ru., under x1 hog c1rcumstaoc , could have been expected. We are aware that evil-di posed
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persons, actuated by malice or cupidity, have endeavored to create in the public mind a doubt
of the permanence of the treaty. Whether it proves lasting or otLerwise, depends very much
on the conduct of the white men who are either settled in that country or who are passing
through it.
I was gratified to find, although contrary to our expectations, that some of the Sioux V,rere
disposed to resort to farming for their future support. vV e gave them the assurance that the
government would extend a helping band to those who were so inclined, being fully persuaded that the time is not far distant when they must supply themselves from the cultivated
fields or be supported by the government, the game, which until recently formed their chief,
if not their sole subsistence, being already greatly diminished, and now fast disappearing.
The presents and provisions issued were received cheerfully and thankfully, and the whole
conduct and speech of the Indians were indicative of their sincedty and intention to abide
by their treaties.
The commissioners respectfully recommend that a delegation of the Indians with whom
these treaties have been made be permitted to visit the city of Washington. They suggest
that the delegation consist of three Ogalallah chiefs, three Brule chiefs, three Cheyenne chiefs,
and three Arapahoe chiefs, with sufficient interpreters and managers. These Indians have
never seen the whites except in their rudest condition, and though they have heard much of
their numbers, power, and magnificence, they do not realize the idea as · they would if they
could see the wonders they have heard of. They have often asked the privilege, and in the
ensuing fall it would be excellent policy and an act of justice to grant their request.
The commissioners further recommend that fresh beef be authorized to Qe purchased and
issued to the Indians in lieu of a portion of the salt meat, say three-fourths fi·flsh beef, onefourth smoked bacon; (pickled pork is difficult to transport, and bacon is preferred.) Beef
can be had in the country cheaply and abundantly, and is the most economical food that can
be given to Indians. They eat, or otherwise make use of; every particle of an ox-bide,
horns, flesh, entrails, hoofs, and bones.
·
Finally, the commissioners recommend that the salaries of Indian agents stationed at
remote points, such as Fort Laramie, be increased to a sum sufficient to support them, without being compelled to resort to some other means of making a living. , At the present rate
of pay and cost of provisions, it is impossible for a man of such fldncation and ability as an
Indian agent should possess, to live without resorting to trade or speculation. It is believed
that an inerease of salary to such an extent as will insure a comfortable living would secure
for Indian agents a class of men who would devote themselves exclusively to their duties,
and perform them to the mutual satisfaction of the government and the Indians.
Respectfully suhmitted :
E. B. TAYLOR.
HENRY E. MAYNADIER,
Colonel 5tft U. 8. Volunteers .

No. 88.
AGENCY OF THE UPPER PLATTE,

Fort Laramie, September 20, 1866.
Sm: On tl1e J 8th instant I assumed the dut.ies of this office, relieving Colone~ Vital Jarrot,
and receipting for all the property belonging to the agency.
I find the Indians in different localities. Big Mouth's band, of three hundred Indians,
are in camp near Horse creek, and the balance of the Sioux, consisting of Spotted Tail
band, three hundred; Swift Bear's band, two hundred and fifty; Iron Shell's band,
three hundred; The Man that Walks in the Ground, three hundred, besides three or four
hundred men in small bands, are in the game country, and about one hundred and fifty
women and children left here in camp, without any means of subsistence and in a starving
condition. These Indians all want peace, and say that on account of some few bad and
hostile Ind1ans being in the game country, they have not been able to bunt as usual, for
fear of being eharged with committing depredations that the hostile and bad Indians might
commit; that they are anxious to go on the reserves they were promised, and are all determined to carry out in good faith the treaties made, and I believe will do so. I am of the
opinion that if there is any wn.y provided to place them on reserves, and subsist them until
they can raise crops, they will effectually settle do..vn and cease all hos tilities and commit no depredations, and will be able to restrain and control the "bad men" of the tribes.
I have the honor to be, very re pectfully, your obedient servant,
.
M. T. PATRICK,
Agent Upper Platte Indians.
Colonel E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent Nurt!tern Superintendency, Omaha, N. T.
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No. 89.
OF F I CE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Northern Superintendimcy, Omaha, Nebraska, Octobe1· 1, l 86G.
Sm: I have the honor, in conformity to the regulations of the department, to submit my
second annual report of the eonclition of Indian. affairs in the northern sup e r~nt e~den c~, together with the accompanying reports of a portwn of the agents and employes of the differ. ent aO'encies embraced within the superintendency. It is a matter of r egret th at up to the
prese~t date no reports have been received from the Santee agency, at ~i obrar!'L, th~ G1:eat
:· "emaha agency, or the Pawnee agency. Should reports from these agenCJes reac11 me m t1me
1to bfl forwarded to Washington in season to be embr<.tced within the annual report made by
:your department to the honorable Secretary of the Interior, I shall be gratified. All of the
~gents have been requested to render their reports promptly, and a i~•ilure on the part of some
of them to comply with this request has delayed mine for several days beyond the usual
period of its rendition.
I am gratified in being able to state, however, that the cond ition of the various tribes embraced within this snperintendency (with but a sin gle exception) is l1ighly satisfactory. A
portion of the Ogalallah band of Dakota, or Sioux Indians, of Upper Platte agency, (a subband known as Bad Faces,) still continue to occupy an attitudA of hostility towards the
whites, and have recently committed numerous depredations against the lives and property
of emigrants en route to the mining districts ot Montana via the Powder River route. Of
these depredations I will speak more in detail in the subsequent pages of this report.
Eleven tribes nrc embraced within this superintend en cy, numbering, in the aggregate,
accord ing to the most reli able data within my reach, more than eighteen thousand souls.
The following table will exhibit, in a condensed form, the population of each tribe, the
names of the agents, and the location and designation of various agencies.
Name of tribe.

'

Brs~gu~?~ _~~~~a. ~~ :\
1

P opu - 1 Name of agents.
1ahon .

Name of agency.

Location.

1

7, 8G5 }

Cheyenn~

.. -------- 1,800
Arapahoes_ . ______ . _
750
Pawnees.-.----_____ 2,7:>0
\.VinncbRgocs -.- .. -- 1 1,750
Oma has ------. --- .. 1 9U7
•'ac and Foxes and
I owas of .Mi ·souri . _I
380
Ottoes and Mi ssouria
5Jl
Santee Sioux ... - .. _- ~ ~ :350

M. T. Patrick_ Upper Platte _.. _. __ Fort Larn.mie, D~:tk ota .
J olm P. Hecker __ Pa·wnec. ____ .. ___ . - ~ Nebraska.
Chas. Mathewson ·w innebago _______ .
Do.
H.. vV. Furnas ___ Omaha ____ ____ ____
Do.
j

C. H . Norris. ____ Great Nemaha:____ _
John L. Smith. __ Ottoes andMissouria:;
IJ. M. Stone __. __ Niobrara ____

D o.
Do.
Do.

TotaL ___ _ ·--- 11 ,153 ,
I
I
_The e t!ibes are embraced within seven agencies, and each is settled upon a reserva,tion,
w1th the smgle exception of the tribes of the Upper Pl atte agency. The Sioux, C!Jeyenucs,
and.Arapahoes, which compose this agency, arc what are known anJ designated as Bla11ket
Indmns. They subsi. t chiefly by the hunt, and have uo lmowledo-u of and littl e inclination
for the pur uit of agricnlturc. A small portion of Lhc Brul6 ba~d of ioux, sever a l years
a~o, made ~n efl'ort to raise corn in the valley of \.Vbitc river with fair success; but tile enterpn c was d1 coUJ·aged by the g reat body of the band and it was abandoned. Thi sub-band
of tb~ Bru) s still maintain a di. tinct organization, and is known to-day by the original appeJlatlOn g1ven to it as a mark of cleri. ion, the Corn Band. A ide from this small number,
uet more in all than th ree hundred, the pper Platte ioux, 'beyennes, aud Arapahoe ,
regard labor as degralling, and tlwre is little hope tl1at they can be indue d, for many year to
come, to betalw tlwm elvc to agriculture and abanllon the cha e. All the oth er tribe , how-ev,r, within the nortbr·rn superintend ency, sub i t, to a greater or l ss xtent upon the produel of the .·oil, nnd have come tor gard the bunt as precarious and unprofitabl . The Paw·
n . , ~to : an~ maha , . till continu, to make tl1eir annual spring and fall hunt, but the
buffalo 1: becomm~ ·car:' and bo remot from their r . pcctiv res rvntions that there is little
doubt that the; tnbe ·will . ooo abaudou the ·ha. c altogether, and rely solely for sub:istoncc
upon the product. of ao·Ticultur
' PP£It PLATTE A 'J;X 'Y.

Thr trib , ( tl. Dml: and o-alallah •'iou.-, 'h ycn n ·s of the Tpp r Pl atte, a. contrndi linguLbed from th
hey ones f tb Tpper Arl<an, a , and th Arapaho , ) constitute
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the Indians embraced within the agency. They numbered in the aggregate, at the date
of the la~t reliable ce~sus, 10,:382 souls: Previous to February last the great body of
these Indians were hostile, and had committed many of the most wanton and cruel outrages
upon the western emigration passing through the country which they inhabit. Indeed they
had become so bold and reckless that they attacked and destroyed emigrant trains within
thirty miles of Fort Kearney, a point only two hundred miles west of Omaha. The various
military expeditions sent against them by the government had failed to inflict upon them any
serious punishment, and the young men of the tribes had come to believe that these atrocities
might be continued without the slightest fear of serious consequences. The winter of 1865-6
proved to be one of unusual severity, however, in the region which they inhabit, and the
long continued cold weather (with snows of almost unprecedented depth) accomplished, in
the interests of peace, what war, waged at great expt:nse, had failed to achieve. Iu February, 1866, a deputation of Indians representing the Sioux, by far the most numerous and
.powurful of these tribes, reached Fort Laramie, and through an interpreter communicated with
Colonel Henry E. Maynadier, then, as now, in command of the district in which that important military post is situated. They represented to Colonel Maynadier that their tribes
were in a condition of utter destitution, without food and scantily supplied 'vith elothing,
that their blankets were worn out, their horses and ponies nearly all dead, and that their
_young men were tired of war and desired the re-establishment of peace. Colonel Mayuadier
listened patiently to the story of their destitution and sufferings, and assured them that the
_government was earnestly desirous that terms of peace and fi"iendship should be re-establi:o;hed.
Provisions and tobacco ·were issued to them, and they returneLl to their tribes. Early in March
several of the chiefs, with portions of their bands, arrived at Fort Laramie, and a telegraphic
·correspondence was held between them and the undersigned, who l1ad during the preceding
winter been appointed by the President a member of a commission to negotiate, if practi·cable, terms of peace. In that correspondence (a full report of which vms at the tim e forwarded to the Indian department at ·washington) it was agreed, on the part of th e chiefs,
all hostile action on the part of the bands which they represented should be suspended until
the time fixed for the assembling of the peace commission at Fort Laramie on the first of
June following. This agreement was faithfully observed by the Indians, and no depredations
were committed by any of the lately hostile bands.
On the 1st of June, in pursuance of previous arrangement, the peace commission assembled at Fort Laramie. It was constitutec as follows: E. B. T a.ylor, superintendent Indian
affairs, president; Colonel Henry E. Maynadier, Colonel R. N. McLaren, of Minnesota, and
Thomas vVistar, of Philadelphia; Charles E. Bowles, esq., of the Indian department, secretary; Frank Lehmer, of Omaha;, Nebraska, assistant secretary.
The Bi·ule and Ogalallah Sioux were largely represented by the principal chiefs and soldiers
of the respective bands, and at least two thousand of their people were in attendance. A
council was called soon after the arrival of the commissioners, which was attended by the
principal men of the two bands, and it was determined, after a full and ii·ee interchange of
opinion, to defer final act.ion as to the conclusion of a treaty, until messengers could be sent
to the different sub-bands, who had failed to attend, inviting them to be present. Two weeks
later, additional delegations arrived. A band numbering perhaps three .hundred warriors,
headed by Red Cloud, a prominent chief of the Ogalallahs, refused to come in. They are
]mown as Bad Faces, and are composed of the most refractory and desperate characters of
the tribe, who, having committecl some serious infraction of the internal police of the tribe,
have congregated themselves together, and refuse to be govern eel by the will or action of the
majority. As at least seven-eighths of the two bands (the Bru16s and Ogalallahs) were
present, the commissioners determined to proceed with the negotiations. Frequent councils
were held, and the wishes and demands of the government were fully made known to the
Indians. Finally a treaty was prepared and submitted to them . Its provisions were carefully explained, and I have no doubt was thoroughly und erstood by every Indian who signed ·.
it. Of course it would be improper to allude to its provisions here. They are believed to be
satisfactory to the government, and I feel the utmost confidence that those whose assent they
received (and they represent not less than seven-eighths of the two pow erful bands named)
will faithfully observe them.
.
The Bad Faces, to whom allusion has been made above, have committed several outragps
on t_he newly ope~e? Pow?er River ro~te to Montana, since the signing of the treaty; but the
Ind~ans who parhCJpated m the negotiations at Fort Laramie have, with scarcely an exception, faithfully k ept th eir pledges. They will continue to do so, unless, from an inability to
procure subsistence elsewhere, they are compelled to remove into the region of Powder river,
where buffalo are most numerous, and thus become from necessity complicated with the Bad
Faces, who,. up to the pres~nt t~ me, are alone responsible for all the outrages which have
been committed on the plams smce February. In the. e views I am fully corroborated by
Agent Patrick, who is now ~tFort Laramie, and thoroughly conversant with all thes~ facts .
I respectfully refer you to h1s l€ltter of September 20, herewith forwarded, and to whi ch the
attention of the department is respectfully directed. If the great body of the U~per Platte
Sioux,·now disposed in good faith to obs rve their treaty stipulations, can be subsisted, or so
far aided in obtaining thP. necessaries of life that they will not be compelled to resort to the,
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country now infested by the Bad Faces, in order to escape starvation, I fully believe tl1at a
general Indian war upon th e ~lains may be averted.
.
Agent Patrick telegraphs th1s office that one hundred and mg?ty loc~ge s of the Ch e.ye~n~s
and Arapahoes are coming into Fort Laramie for the purpose ot secunng P.ea~e. Tlus JS ~~
accordance with an arrangement agreed upon between the peace comm1sswners at F01t
Laramie in June last and the representatives of those tribes "" bo were then present, but not
in su:ffici'ent numbers, 'in the opinion of the commissioners, to justify the conclus~on of a treaty
with them. Agent Patrick .a~ks _for the ~eces~ar~ means to subsist t?ese Incha.us,. who are
coming in foi· the purpose of s1gmng treaties left w1th Colonel Maynad1er for thmr s1gnatu:e,
in the event of their ~rrival previous lo Novel? b~r 1, as wil~ be seen by reference to the offic1~l
report of the proceedmgs of the peace commJsswn ~n .£le m ~be department. I tr~st that, .1f
practicable, subsistence may be afforded them. It 1s 1~pos s 1ble for them to remam long m
the vicinity of Fort Laramie unless subsistence be furmsh ed them by the government.
I have stated thus in detail the material facts connected with the Fort Laramie treaty, and
the previous and subsequent. conduct of the Indians of the Upper Platte, for the purpose of
enablin g the department and the country to place a proper estimate _upon the exaggerated
reports ·wl1ich have emanated from Leavenworth and elsewhere durmg the past summer,
relative to Indian troubles in that reg·ion. That ihey are exaggerations no person at all
familiar with the facts can for one moment doubt.
THE WINNEBAGO AGENCY.

In my last annual report I submitted, somewhat in detail, a statement of the facts relative
to the removal of the \.Vinnebago Indians from Minnesota to Crow creek, in Dakota, on the
Mi souri river, and their subsequent arrival, almost in a starving condition, at the Omaha
ag ncy, seventy-five miles north of Omaha. A treaty made in March, 1865, between the
Winnebagoes and the Omahas and the government, providing for the purchase of about onethird of the Omaha reserve for the use of the Winnebagoes, and the fitting ap of the same,
was ratl£ed by the Senate, and officially approvecl and promulgated by the President of the
United tates las t winter. The appropriations under th at treaty have all been made, and the
work of fitting up the reservation, by the breaking of land, the building of agency houses,
shops, &c., the purchase of work-oxen, cattle, agricultural implements, horses, &c., is
progressing in the most satisfactory mann er; and it affords me the highest personal satisfaction to be able to assure the department that this deeply wronged and much abused tribe
will soon be, in all respects, comfortable and self-sustainincr. Th ey entered upon their new
reservation as late as May last, and during the present yeat':' they have raised at leas t twenty
thousand bushels of corn. Their lands are highly productive, and well supplied with timber
and water; and when all the projec.ted improvements shall be completed, their condition will
be a11 that the most arJent friends of the tribe could desire.
Ire pectfully refer you to the report of Agent Mathewson, ]Jerewith forwarded, for the details of the general management of this agency.
THE OMAHA AGENCY.

The affairs of the Omaha Indians have been very successfully managed by Agent Furnas,
for several years past. His . report, herewith forwarded, is so full and so satisfactory that,
without further comment, I respectfully commend it to your consideration.
THE OTTO:E AND MISSOURIA AGENCY.

The Ottoes and Missourias are a small tribe numbering, at a recent census, as appears from
the annual report of Agent Smitu, herewith transmitted, only 511 souls. They are located
on a large re ervation in the southern portion of the T enitory, on the waters of the Big Blue
river: I t is in the centre of the most fertile and productive agricultural district of Nebraska,
and 1 abundantly supplied with timber and water. Agent mith's report will afford all desire1 information relative to the general condition and management of this agency.
GREAT NEl\1A1IA AGENCY.

No report has been received, at the present date, from this agency. A personal examination of the condition of the agency, however, enables me to state that it is eminently satisfactory. It is situated acljaceut to the boundary line between the tate of Kansas and Nobra ka, and i hi<rhly productive, well supplied. with timber and water, and the agency
building , fences, ~hop , ·c., are in xcellent repair. The tribes compo. ing this agency are
small, and their phy ical condition i. in all rc pects comfortable. Agent Norri. 's report I am
ad vis d will be forward d to thi offic in a few days, and will be transmitted in time to be
em bodied in your annual repo1 t.
'fliE . 'A •• TEE

IO X ,\GEXCY.

Thi ng •ncy hn bPcn '·tnhli. b ll within the norlheru . uperint ndency since the rendition
of my la. t annual report. 'l'h Inllians wllo con. titut the tribe known as the, ant
ttre the
ahp ton , :\h·:}~·wuhlmnto,n . , th " peopln o!' the leaf," and the ~ ahpakoolns,
•'i~.·eton; ·,
tate of fmn ota, subnumb ·nn<r ID ttlt nbout J , ..NO ;on!. . They wer removea from th
sectu •nt to the Indian mu.- a ·r in that, 'tate, aud located at "row creek, on the ea t bank of
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the Missouri river, in the Territory of Dakota, (in connection with the vVinnebagoes,) under
the charge of late Agent Balcombe. The vVinnebagoes left Crow creek more than two years
since, but the Santees remained at that ageney until April of the present year, when they
were removed, by order of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, to the mouth of the Niobrara
river, in Nebraska, where they were established on a reservation previously set apart for their
use and occupancy, embracing four civil townships of land. The reasons which governed
the department in ordering the removal of this tribe were briefly as follows : At Crow creek
the soil is wholly unproductive, and while the tribe has remained at that agency it has been
necessary to purchase and transport every pound of beef, flour, corn, &c., which they have
consumed. Situated as it was, remote from any point whore supplies could be purchased,
the cost of transp'o rtation was an enormous burden upon the government- a burden which
it was believed could be materially lighttlned by removing the tribe further south, and nearer
to the base of supplies. Again, it was believed that at Niobrara a large portion of the grain
necessary to their subsistence could be raised as soon as their lands could be placed in a coneli tion to be cultivated. A small settlement bas existed at Niobrara for more than eight
years past, and the farmers of that locality have rarely failed to raise a fair crop of wheat,
corn, and potatoes. The crop of the present season is a fair average 'vith the production of
northern Nebraska.
Since the removal of the tribe from Cro\v creek, some two hundred and forty men belonging to it, who have been held as prisoners of war by the government at Davenport and
Rock Island, in consequence of their participation in the terrible massacre of Minnesota,
have been removed by order of the War Department, and are now at the agen,cy. At Crow
creek, in consequence of the distance of that agency from the point where supplies could be
obtained, and the resulting heavy expense of transportation, the entire annual appropriation
for the subsistence of this tribe was exhausted. This appr0priation was $100,000. Since
their removal, (after the addition of the two hundred and forty men above referred to,) the
expenses necessarily incurred for their subsistence are so far reduced that it is believed at
h:ast twenty thousand dollars may be saved annually, to be devoted to the improvement of
their reservation, the purchase of agricultural implements, &c. After one thousand acres of
land shall have been placed under cultivation, it is confidently believed that the tribe will
be able to raise nearly if not quite grain enough for their subsistence. The wisdom and
economy, therefore, of their removal, cannot be questioned.
Several parties at Niobrara own improved farms within the limits of the reservation set
apart for the Santee Sioux. As a. matter of justiCe to these parties, who very naturally object
to being compelled to reside in such close proximi~y to th~ Indians, as well as from many
considerations which apply to the future welfare ot the Ind1ans, I respectfully urge upon the
department the propriety of providing at the earliest practicable period, for the purchase of
these lauds at a fair appraised value.
·
Arrangements have been mad e, pursuant to instructions from the department, to provide
temporary shelter houses for this tribe, in order to shield them fro:-n the rig·ors of the approaching winter. The expense necessary to construct these temporary buildings will be trifling,
as the reservation is well supplied with timber, and I have directed the agent to ~rect the
buildings of ;round logs,_ to be c~vered w!th poles, bay, and_ earth, and t~ construct t_hem in
close proximity to the t1mber, wtth the v1ew not only of savmg expense m transportmg the
logs, bnt of placing the. Indians in a position where they can supply themselves with fuel
without the expense of hauling.
In obedience to oruers fro~ the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I have purchased
.the necessary subsistence for this tribe in open market, until such time as it could be procured
by contract upon advertif;jement. A public letting of this subsistence will take place at my
office on the 13th instant. It bas been advertised for thirty days in two daily newspapers of
this city, and in one weekly newspaper at Sioux City, Iowa.
Every arrangement has therefore been maue consistent with the means at the disposal of
the department, for tho subsistence and comfort of this tribe. Agent Stone has failed, up to
the present date, to render his annual report, but I am advised that it will be received at this
office in time for transmittal to Washington during the present week .
.'I'rustin~ t~at this review of the operations of the past year within this superintendency
·w1ll be Sl1tJslactory, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. TAYLOH, Sup't Indian Affairs.
Ron. D. r. CooLEY,
Commissione1· Indian Affairs.

No. 90.
WINNEBAGO AGE TCY, N. T., August 20, 1 66.
'm : In accordance with the regulations of the Indian department, I have the _bon o:
.

to submit this my first annual report of the Winnebago Inrio.ns, located on the f1s oun
river, and now under my charge.
I received my appointment about the middle of eptember, 1 65; was ordered to Wash
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ington, D. C., for instructions previous to proceedin.g to my ag·ency. I arrived at . the·
Omaha agency, where the 'Vinnebagoes w.ere at that tlme, on the 8th of .October, re~e1-yed
the public property of the agency from MaJor St. A. D. Balcombe, late Umted States Indmn
agent, on the 15th of Novem.ber, 186?.
.
.
The Winnebagoes were bemg subststecl at the Omaha agency at the time of my appomtment and continued to be until the middle of May following. As I was ordered to Washingto~, D. C., soon after my arrival at the agency, and did not return until April, I immedi- ·
ately made preparations to move the Winnebagoes on to their own reservation, and accom- ·
plished the work by the middle of May, at which time I took the entire charge of th~m.
Colonel Furnas, United States Indian ag·ent for the Omahas, acted as assistant agent dunng
my absence.
When I took charge of tho Winnebagoes I found them in a sad condition. They had beeu.
for three years "·ithout comfortable homes, having been removed from their comfortablehomes and the g raves of their fathers in Minnesota, against their will, to suffer privations:
and death, for no crime save that of being, like Naboth, the possessors of a well cultivated
vineyard, which their more powerful neighbors coveted; but I will not pain your ear with a
repetition of their trials and sufferings, which is so truthfully described in Superintendent
Taylor's pecial report, dated Omaha ageney, August 23, lf365, and found on page 407, in
Report of the Commis:ioner of Indian Affairs, 1865. As near as I can learn, the tribe, bas
diminished some four or'five hundred since they left Minnesota.
As everything was new, there being no buildings on the reserve, and 110 improveme~ts,
save some three hundredn,cres which my predecessor had broken, I found it a. task to com-·
mence so late in the season and accomplish what I desired to the present season, and should
h ave failed had not the honorable Commissioner wisely given me p ermission to take assistance with me from the East.
I respectfully r fer you to the accompanying report of my farmer to inform you what bas
been clone in his branch of the business of the agency. The health of. the tribe is not asgood as I could wish, and yet as good as can be expected when we remember their exposure ·
and sufferings during the last three years. There are numerous cases of fever and ague
among them, and my calls for medical aiel are so numerous and oft-repeated to relieve the
varied ills to which the flesh is heir, that I am constrained to ask the department if we cannot
have a physician to attend to the numbers of sick, not only among the Indial'ls, · but in our
own famili es.
I am happy to report the tribe as improving in their condition. In accordance with
instructions, I have provided them with white man's clothing, which greatly improves their
general appear~nce. They manifest 11 good degree of industry, and with a suitable number
of overseers, Will do as much work as an equal number of white laborers.
One of the great wants of the Winnebagoes to-day is useful employment, which would
raise them exceedingly in a moral, as well as temporal point of view, as idleness is the
mother of vice.
:\nother, anc! the greatest want of the tribe is educational privileges. I believe every
Wmn.ebago child could ~e taught to speak and read the English language, and b;r th_us
knowmg how to work With head and hands, and having work provided them, they w1ll nse
rapidly in the scale of civilization.
Al.though th.e poor ~ndians have been accused of being the whiskey drinkers of the land,_
I t~mk there IS less hquor drank among the \Vinnebagoes than among an equal uumber of
wlntes.
There has returned to the tribe, within the past few ·week s, about one hundred soldi ers~
who have served with credit to themselves and to their tribe in the defenec of their country~
I consider the Winnebagoes one of the best tribes of Indians in the cotmtry, and, with
proper treatment, they will soon become a self-sustaining, prosperous, and happy people.
Our ag . ncy is a new one, consequently everything is in an embryo state; still we venture
the a ertwn that we can sho'v improvements that would do credit to older agencies .
.All of which is respectfully submitted .
Your obedient servant,
IIA . MATHEW 'ON,
Cnited States Indian Agent~
Colonel E. B. T 11. YLOR,
'up t Indian Affairs, Omaha City, Nebraska TerrilQry.

o. 91.
0:\J.\JJA h'DTA~ A 'E~·cy, August 1, 1- 66.
'm: I bnv t}l(' honor to .nhnlit thi. my third annual r<>port of tb ·condition and progr . s:
of affairs of tbP rna.ba Inrliun ug ncy.
I flatter. my ·elf that tbr· fa ·t. how n decidN1 improvement among the mnba witltin th
pa t year m ulmo 'l v ry r ·p ·ct. At the date of this 1eport crop., of cour , arc not out of
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danger. Ta~ing- .all th~ngs into. consideration, however. corn, wheat, oats, potatoes, vines,
roots, &c., btd tau to yield a satisfactory return for the labor bestow11d. The sp ring was un.
favorable, WE>t, backward, and cold. The- cut-\vorms this season were very destructive.
vVheat and ~ats were never bett~r in this country. l<'or two months past we have bad extreme
drought, whiCh has retarded senously the lr.te crops. Small grain is out of the way. The
following is a statement of the farm operations the present season :
Acres planted.
Corn .. - - -.- - .. _. _.- ... _. _. _________ . _. ___ . ___ . 1, 250
vVbeat .... -- ..... - - ..... ____ . __ . __ ..... ___ ____
50
Oats .. - .... - .. - ... - . - - .. __ . __ .... ___ " .. _ ..... _
20
Potatoes - ... -- _.. _. _..... _.......... __ . __ . __ _. _
4G
Beets, carrots, and turnips ...... -------··---_____
5
Beaus ____________ .. ___ ...... _... _ .. ·- .. _______ .
20
Pumpkins, melons, and squashes __ .. ____ . ___ _____
40
Number of tons of bay cut.. __________ ._._______
400

Bushels.
6:2,500
1, 250

1,000
4,500

3,400
1, 000

Value.

$25,000 00
1, 37f> 00

700
2,250
],700
I, GOO
1,000
1,600

00
00

00
00
00
00

35,725 00
While it .will be seen from the above that we have 118;) acres more under cultivation this
season than last, the total value falls short. This is accounted for by the fact tpat prices are
far below what they were last year. For instance, corn last year at this time was worth $1 50
per bushel, and oth er products in proportion. It is now selling for forty and fifty cents.
The Omahas sold this spring of their last yeaT's s;urplus corn not less than 10,000 bushels.
It is hoped their surplus of this year's crop will be at least double that.
The population of the tribA this year seems to be less than last, viz :
543
Males _... _. __ . ... _. _. _. __ .. _.. ___ . ___ .. ___ . _.... --.F emales _____ . ____________ . - . - . - - - - - ..... - - - - . - - - - - . 454
Total .... ____ ---- ____ --··--·_---- __________ ----

997

Last year the population was 1, 002.
The wealth of the tribe, like all othQrs, and as before stated, is difficult to arrive at. It consists chiefly among the Omahas in ho rses. \Vhen statistics are asked for, the Indian thinks
"something's up," and equivocates or declines giving in. The following i~ as near as can
be ascertained :
Number.
Value.
$62,500 00
J-Iorses __ .... - - . - - . - - - - . - - - . - - - - - - - -- - - - · - - - - · - - - - J' 250
175
5,250 00
Cattle . ___ . _. __ ... - . - .. -- - .. - .. -- ---- --- . --- - --- - 100
500 00
Swine. ----·---- --··----- ------------------- --- -·Total ... _---- ____ .- --_--- __ ------.--- .. --_.--.- .. -.---

68,250 00

The fur trade the past year amounted to between $;5,000 and $6,000. This cannot be given
exactly, as the Indians go off the reservation to sell nearly all their fur s. The reason of this
is, the farm ers in this vicinity, who want furs for their own use, will give in produce double
what any trader or merchant will. The Indian is quick to see this advantage and avail himself of it. The licensed trader on this resei:vation purchased but $450 worth of furs from the
Omahas the past year.
The school is in a more prosperous condition than ever before. and there appears to be an
increased interest manifested among· the tribe in this respect. There arc no"·,
1\fale scholars _.. _. _ . _... _ .. _.. ____________ ... __ ... _ .... _. __ .. ___ . . . . . 42
Female scholars __ ... _ . __ ........ ______ . _.. __ . _. __ . __ ... _ . _____ . _... _ 19
Total ..... _ . ______ . ______ ... ___ .. __ .. ___ . __ ... ____ . _. _____ . _. _ 61
~fale teacher. __ .. _._ ... ______________ . ____ .. _, ___ . _________________ .
I
Female teacher ____ .. , _. __ .. ______ . __ . _______ .. __________ . ______ ____ _ 1

TotaL ______ ------ ____________ ---·-··----------·-----·---· ___ _ 2
Tbi how an incrra e in tl1e scholar hip thi. year over la t of sixteen . Th e school is
under the charge of th
ld cbool Pre b_yterian Board of Missions. For the support of the
chool tbc tribe contributes ·:3,750 annually, to which the board added last year.:l,400. Fer.
further details relative to the school I r fer you to the report of uperinteudcnt 0. , '. Lee, a.
copy of which is herewith forwarded and made a part of my annual report.
Allow me to diO'res by cxprC'ssing an opinion tlpon the question of education among th e
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Indians-an opinion based upon years of experience an~ c~ose obser~atio.n. 'l'here must be
a different policy adopted by the government, or the ChnstJan den?mma~JOns who are exerting themselves to educate this unfortunate race, or the desired obJect Will never be accomplished. For instance, to illustrate, th~re are 396 Omaha children; provisions are made for
the education of but fifty. Sixty-one, tho number now in attendance, is the highest yet reached.
To educate and return to the tribe to exercise civilizing· influences is the design. The civilizing influence of so limited a number is entirely overwhelmed and destroyei by the superstitions and natuml aversions of the rest of the tribe, and thus money and time thrown away.
To become successful the system of education must be universal, and all of the children between certain ages required to attend school a given number of months in each year.
Th ere is being made a decided improvement in the manner of living among the Omahas.
Both male and female are more disposed to adopt the style of clothing used by the whites.
It is also observable th at more men and less women work in the fields and perform other
manual labor. There is also an improvement in the character of their dwellings. There are
now fifty-one fram e and sawed log dwellings, and twenty-two mud lodges or huts.
Th e Omahas for the past year, as before, have been quiet and well disposed. I referred in
my first annual report to the evidence of loyalty, that many had gone into the army. Within the past month those surviving the perils of an army life have been honorably mustered out
of the service and returned to the reservation. They bring with them the highest testimonials both as to bravery and general efficiency.
The Omahas are extremely anxious to have the stipulations of the recent treaty carried into
effect, particularly as regards the survey and allotment of their lands in severalty, and making
agricultural improvements for the benefit of beads of families. It has required much time
and labor to convince the tribe of the benefits they will derive by such an arrangement, and
I earnestly recommend that it be consummated without further delay. Had operations lookin g to this end been commenced the past spring, as they expected, the annual summer hunt
would have been abandoned.
P ermit me again to call the attention of the department to still great prevailing dissatisfaction among the Omahas in consequence, as they clll.im, of the Great Father not complying with treaty stipulations, viz: protecting their persons and property from raid of hostile Sioux, or compensating them for their losses thereby; ancl also, they further claim, that
a former agent, Robertson, failed to expend for their benefit the unpaid balance of $25,000
appropriated fo r their use by the act of August 30, 1851, and provided for in the third act of
treaty of March 16, 1854. These two matters have heretofore, by order of the honorable
Commissioner, been reported upon in detail by myself, with the opinion that the claims had
foundation at least.
All ?w m.e to cx pres~, in be?alf of the tribe, the earnest hope that these matters may be
speed1ly adJ usted or satJsfactonly explained to the Indi ans.
Hopmg that my .official acts for the past year have met with approbation, and that this ~·e
port may prove satisfactory , I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. vV. FURNAS,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon . E. B. TAYLOR,
Superin tendent Jndian Ajj'ai1·s, Oma!ta, Neb1·oslca.

No. 92.
OMAH A

MIS 'ION , August ] , 1 66.

DEAR • IR =. In compliance 'rvith your request and with the regulations of the department,
I sen~ you th1s m~ first annual r port. Having but recently entered upon the duties of the

superm~end.ency of the mis i~J?! ~n~ having nothing. to g uide me in the preparation of the
report, 1t mil not be strange If It ISm many respects mcomplete.
The school i , as you know, under the care of the Presbyterian Board of ForeiO'n Missions,
and .i , like other scho?ls of its .class, supported in part by the board anu in p~rt by funds
rec~1ved from_ the Ind1an fund m the hand. of the governmmt. It is a boarding--school, in
wb1ch the children are clothed a well as boarded, and in whicl1 tho aim is no t only to train
the intellect .bl_lt to. give t~ m habit of order, inuu. try, and neatness, as well as to g1ve
m~r~l and r. lig1ou mstr~ct10n ·. 'J he1;, have be ~. !'veral changes among the laborers at the
m1 s1?n dunng tho year .)u~t clo. d. I h' H v. h.. I. Burtt, who for six year has been the
supennt nde.nt of tl~e I!ll· ~1on, bas r cently left, an~ others have come. Those at present
conn •ctcd w1th the m:t1tutJOn are : • . ·. L , supenntendrnt, and at pr sent a ·tiog also as
! acher; Mrs. L · , who ha r cently arnv d, and who wiil take charge of the boys' clothmg; I aa~ Black, farm ·r; lr . Blacl~, who ha the care of tLe culinary department; liss
Joanna .l1ll:, who hu.. cluug of the gtrls .o~t of. chool, of the girls' clothing, ·1 oping-room,
·. : 11. .. l aYJ: II mmlton t a ·h r. A 1 ~m~ Mr . 13Jack in tho kitch n uro Mi. :es Mary
and Jo. pluoc J: ont n 11·, both former puptl m tb school, and the latt r of whom bas rec ·utly r ·tum d from an nb .. nee f. ev ral y ar attendi ng school in th Bn t.
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The number of children at present connected with the school is 61, of whom 19 are girls
and 42 boys. Thi~ is a larger number than were ever reported before-more than the full
complement of the school, or than we ought to recPive at the present compensation.
The studies in the school embrace reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, and geography.
The books used are McGnff.v's readers and spellers, with Wilson's and Calkins's charts for
be~inners, Montieth and McNally's geographies, and Stoddard's Practical Arithmetic. All
the children study read ing, and are classed as follows : on the charts, 19; in First Reader, 12 ;
r second Reader: 12; Third Reader, 7; Fourth Reader, 3; Fifth Reader, 8. All spell in connection with the reading lessons, and there are three regular spelling classes. The pupils in the
first class write their lessons ; the others spell orally. There are in the first class, 12; in the
second, 9; in the third, 12. Geography-in number one, 8 ; in number two, 4; in number three, 4. In practical arithmetic, 11. Quite ·a number of others have studied mental
arithmetic, but, owing to changes in classes, are not just now studying it. vVriting-eighteen
write in Payson's, Dunton'>;, and Scribner's copy-books; the others use slates.
The girls, out of school hours, assist iu the kitchen and dining-room, in making beds, and
the care of the sleeping-rooms for both boys and girls, in sewing for the girls, &c. The
boys assist in the farming operations, in cutting wood, &c., but as they are small, there are
many kinds of work which they cannot perform.
fVork done during the year.-As there was no record kept of the number of articles manufactured, I can only say that the majority of the garments worn by the girls, and very many
of those worn by the boys, were made here ; also, soap, candles, and various other articles.
On the farm corn and potatoes were profitable crops, while our wheat was almost a failure.
vVe raised 2,400 bushels of ears of corn, 400 bushels of potatoes, while we harvested but 65
bushels of wheat. We also raised several hundred pumpkins and winter squashes, with a
variety of garden vegetables.
In conclusion I will remark that during the latter part of the winter and in the spring there
was quite an interest on the subject of religion among the Omahas, some of the good effects
of which are still seen. Quite a number expressed a desire for the salvation of their souls,
and some, we trust, have started on a new life. Two, for a number of years members of the
school, have united with the church. Whi1e we rejoice in these tokens of good, we hope
that God will in the future so bless the labors here that it sha1l be manifest to all that the
seed sown so faithfully in the past is bringing forth a rich harvest of blessings, both spirit
ual and temporal, to this people.
Respectfully yours,
S. ORLANDO LEE,
Superintendent.
Colonel R. vV. FURNAS.

No. 93.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDEN'r OF INDIAN AFFAIHS,
Northern Superintendency, Omaha, Ne braska, Murclt 16, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a paper signed by all the chiefs and most of
the braves of the Omaha tribe of Indians, asking that the lauds of the tribe be immediately
surveyed and assigned in severalty to the different members of the tribe, as provided for in
the treaty recently ratified by the Senate.
If the request can be complied with without inconvenience or embr.rrassment to the department, I trust it may be clone.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen'ant,
E. B. 1'AYLOR,
Superintendent,of Indian Ajj'airs.
llon. D. N. CooJ.,EY,
Commissioner of Indian A./fairs.

OMAHA INDIAN AGENCY, February 5, 1866.
To the Hon. Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. :
\Ve, the chiefs an~ bea?men of the Omaha tribe of Indians, respectfully represent, that
we ar~ extremely anxiOus for the early comJ?liance with the provisions of the pehding_ treaty
wber~m the sm:vey ~nd allotm nt of lands _m severalty is contemplated. We are anx10~s to
have 1t ~one this spn_ng. ·we are now gomg to work making rails and other preparatiOns
forfencmg and other 1mprov mcnts. vV , who. e uames are hereto attached, agree to abandon
our annual htmts and devote our lves to agri cultmal pursuits, and to remain on our reservations, and further agr e to u. o our b st eud eavors to induce the whole tribe to do likewise.
In view of the probable tardine . of the regular a ppropriation bill, by which the nece sary
funds proviued for in the pending tr aty ar to b obtained, we re pectfully a kif there can
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possibly be some other means afforded whereby·we may c?mmence operations t_his spring. For
instance, if the 7,000 the vVinnebagoes are to pay u s fo.r use ~f lands and ttmber. dest~·oyed.
is to be paid out of their tribal funds, caunot that sum, Immediately after the ratificatiOn of
the treaty, be placed in our agent's hands, and he be instructed to purchase for us wagon_s,
work-cattle, and agricultural implements 1 W c des ire this sum or item to be expended m
.
this manner, for many of onr people do not know the usc of money.
We feel that we cannot with sufficient strength and energy impress upon you the necessity
of speedy action in this matter. Throngh the efforts of our agent ~nd _other fi-ie~ds our people
are aroused and greatly interested. Much may now be done, whiCh If procrastmated may be
forever lost.
Respectfully submitted for early consideration.
Yellow .Smoke,
his x mark.
·
J oesph La Fleshe, his x marie
Standing Hawk, l1is x mark.
Hard Walker,
his x mark.
Little Chief,
his x mark.
J<-,ue Chief,
his x mark.
Village Mahc,
his x mark.
White Cow,
his x mark.
Noise,
l1is x mark.
No Knife,
his x JUark.
The above are all the chiefs of the tribe; following are the soldiers and braves:
Ka-,..m.num-ba,
his x mark.
Wa-wa-do-ni,
his x mar1c
his x marlc.
Sin-da-na ha,
his x mark.
Ma-ba-gi-he,
Oh-ha-sbin-ga,
his x mark.
Is-ta.-ba-su-da,
ltis x mark.
'\Va-l1a-nin-ga,
his x mark.
Um-pa,
his x marie
Chu-fu-um-ga,
l1is x mark.
Ma-sha-sha,
his x mark.
'\Va-solJ-IJi -sbin-ga, his x mark.
Ma-j a-ki-da,
his x mark.
vVa-na-ru-na-he,
his X mark.
Ka-hu-sob-bi,
his X marl>:.
Ash-na ·hun-ga,
his x mark.
0 -hum -ga-mi-she, his x mark.
E-ba-hun-ga,
his x mark.
Na-ha-wa-ka,
his x mark.
Ba-fu-nun-ga,
his x mark.
Pa-ne-nah-La-j be, his x mark.
Tu-nu-ga-ga-hi,
his x mark.
Half Day,
his x marie
T a-uu-ga,
hi8 x mark.
James Deck,
his x mark.
hin-ga-ga-he-ga, Lis x mark.
Ma-ha-nu-jhe,
his x mark.
Shin-ga-ska,
his x mark.
Pa-sha-un-ghe,
his x mark.
Ga-he-ga,
his x mark.
I s-ta-lu-bi,
his x mark
Wa-ga-pa,
his x mark.
, ' igncd in tliC presence of-

H. Cl.fA E,
HE:KRY FON'I'A~ELLE,
LEWI
ANN 0 I,

Inl erpnters.
R. J. B R'I', Sup't 111ission School.
R. \V. F IlNAS, U. S. l11dian Agent.

No. 94.
O'I''I'OE A 'D MISSOURIA AGE:KCY,

Oll oe Agency Post Office, September l, 1 66.
'm: Iu compliance with the regulations of the Department of the Interior, I have the honor
to submit this my first annual report of the Ottoe and Mi. so uri a agency for the year 1866.
Having a :umed the uuties of this agency on the 19th day of July, 1 66, my report of the
condition. and unprovcmen~ of the Indians o~ this agency must be comparatively imperfect .
.After takmg the censu I find that these confederate tribes now uumber as follows:
~fen ............... _... _................ _......... _........ __ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
14 5
149
\Vomen ..................................................... ________ .... ____
216
'hildren ................................... _........ ____________ ......... ...

Total ....................................... ... .......... _ ....... _. . . .

51 1

The agency builuing consist of an agency hous , blacksmith's house, enrrineer's hou e,
tool-hou e, barn, torehons , gri. t and saw-mill, blacksmith's shop, smoke':'bouse, and a
·ouncil or fnrm-bou ·e partly enclosed. These buildings are all very much out of repair,
having many boards torn off and windows badly broken. The boiler in the mill leak badly,
but wb ther it is past r pairing or not I am unable t report, owinrr to the fact that as yet I
l1ave not found it practicable to have it examined by a comp tent ~ngineer.
I tak the li~erty h r of n~aking the suggestion that if the department shall determine to
keep up a gn t and aw-miil at th ag 11 ·y, whi ·b, in my pinion, is quit nece ·sary, it
would b far mor. c .nomi~al.to r •ct fl. ~,·atcr-power mill on th e Bin river near the agency.
Th r arP. good mJII ·tt . w1tlnu tbr mJI :· of th agency. If thi sho uld be thought expedi nt _i would b b t~ r to put up cn~ir )Y n ·w lmilcli~g at the pine Pl c:trd for th ite of
th mtll; the n w mtll and otb ·r bmldtnrr. to h b ult of the nn rilLl. o! the old n.~ tar as
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they would go. This would cost very little more than it would to repair the present building.
and so far as the future is concerned, will be far more economical.
The general health of the Indians during the past year bas been, according to the best of
my information, as good as usuaL
I strongly recommend that provision be made for a school at this agency as soon as practicable. It is not only much needed, but is ardently desired by the Indians themselves. .At
least sevent.y-five, and perhaps one hundred scholars would be in attendance should the
school be opened . I would suggest that the old agency house be tah:en as a school-house,
and a new agency building erected.
.
·
.
A great deal of trouble has arisen between the Indians and the neighboring settlers with
regard to the boundaries of the reservation. The stakes of the last survey on the northern
side have been removed, and the Indians complain that the settlers are cutting timber, and
moving on the land. embraced in the bounds of the reserva:tion. The Indians who were ''v ith
the surveyors when the survey was mad e are all dead. I would recommend that a new survey be made in order to prevent these difficulties, and to protect the Indians in their rights.
The reservation without doubt embraces double the amount of land that is actually necessary or of any use at all, even to the Indians, but they are naturally very averse to parting
with any of it. But if, in conformity with the suggestion made by D;Je in a letter to Colonel
Taylor, superintendent of Indian affairs, dated .August 15, 1866, permission shall be given to
the leading chiefs to visit Washington to r;ettle some contested points in respect to the treaty
of 1854, then, I think, would be a favorable opportunity to broach the subject to the tribe, toinstruct the chiefs in the matter. It would, perhaps, be very advantageous to them should
they dispose of their supedl.uous lands and devote the funds raised therefrom to the improvement of the remainder. But thi s is always a delicate subject to bring before the Indians.
A great deal of waste has been habitually committed in the timber on the ·reservation by the
Indians in obtaininD' their fuel. Large trees are cut down, and merely the tops cut up and
carried away, leaving the most valuable part orf the timber to rot on the ground. I am endeavoring to check this wasteful habit, and think I shall succeed in putting a stop to it.
I herewith transmit a copy of the farm er's report, which I trust will meet with the consideration which its importance demand s.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN L. SMITH,
United States Indian Agent.

Colonel E. B. TAYLOR,
Superin tendent Indian Affairs, Omaha, N. T.

No. 95.
GREAT NEMAHA .AGENCY,
Nebraska T e1·ritory September 29, 1866.

SIR: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, I have the l10nor to
submit _this my first annual report of the co~clition of the tribes ~nder m:y cha1:ge. I. took
possesswn of this agency on the 28th day ot May last, and lmowmg nothmg of the history
of the Indians belonging to it, or the condition of their busi ?ess prio_r to that tim e, my report
must necessarily be very brief-too much so to afford much mformatwn to the departrr.ent,
or to give satisfaction to myself.
The Indians belonging to this agency number as follows: Iowas, three hundred an<l three,
(303;) Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, one hundred and two, ( l02.) Total, four lmndred and
five, (405. )
The Iowas have made considerable progress in agricultural pursuits withht the last five:rear.s. Much seems to have been done 'vithin that time in the way of building houses,
fencm_g fields, purchasing teams and agricultural implements, giv in g them instruction in the
use ot them, &c. They have rai sed the present year the following various produce: Wheat,
100 bushels! corn, 8,000 bushels; bean. , 500 bushels; potatoes, 150 bushels; turnips, 50
bushels, bes1des many small vegetables difficult to enumerate. They Lave cut and stacked
~50 tons of ~ay ~vit iJ which to subsist their stock during the coming winter. Th eir wealth
m stock cons1 ts m horses, 150 ; cattle, 100; bogs, J 50. They have a considerable number
?f ~· a_gons, some of wh_ich were furnished by the department; others have been purchased by
mclivJduals. out of thmr own personal funds. Many of their wagons and some ploug-_bs and
other utens1l have been broken and are u eless at present. There is now at the d1fferent;
shops belonging t~ there ervation a large amount of work in the sha.pe of repairs on wago_ns,
plot;tghs, c., whwh ~annot be done until material is furnLhed for employes to work w1th.
Est1rnates have been forwarded and permiss ion a ked to purchase irou, steel, lumber, and
other mnt rial , but up to th pres nt tim no such orders have been received.
If something is not done oon in the way of furni shing buil ling material, a portion of the
Iowa tribe will be very eriou.ly di ·com mod d, from ti.J fact that there arc some unfini shed
hou es which will be u' le for tb winter unle s sn<.:h tbincrs ns arc needed for their completion be furni bed very oon.
"
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The conduct of these Indians since my connection with them has been very good, much
better than I had reason to expect.
They haYe a temperance organization among them which makes it a punish~ble offence to
get drunk. or even to bring any intoxicating liquors on to the reservation. Thts law, established by themselves, has done a great deal towards promoting good order among them. .
The Iowa Indian school is making fair progress, though not so successful as I could w1sh
and intend it shall be in time.
The teacher's report accompanying this will show its present condition. The report of
J. W. Washburn, carpenter for the Iowas, will exhibit the condition of that branch of the busin ess of this agency.
The Sacs and l!'oxes of Missouri are not so much advanced in civilization as the Iowas.
They do but little in the way of farming, and indeed their labors in that direction are confined to small patches which are cultivated solely by the squaws. The wealth of the Sacs
and l!~oxes consists almost entirely of l10rses and ponies, of which they have about one
hundred and fifty. They have some valuable American horses, and their ponies are much
better tha n the average stock usually seen in the possession of Indians. They have had
some wagons and farming utensils furnished them, but, so far, have manifested but little disposition to make a profitable use of them. They are a remarkably civil, well disposed tribe,
giving but little trouble to those having business connections with them, and very rarely
committing depredations upon the surrounding citizens.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. NORRIS,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. E . B. TAYLOR,

Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Omaha, Nebraska.

IOWA INDIAN SCHOOL,
September 10, 1866.
Sm: In compliance with your request. I herewith submit my first annual r eport of the
school under my charge.
Upon taking tho s<:hool, the first of June last, the number of scholars who regularly attended
wore five boys and ten girls, all half-breed children, whose parents are anxious that their
children should learn to read and write and become useful members of society; but the full
bloou Indians are indifferent about their children, caring little whether they arc in school or
roaming the prairies in quest of birds or berries. At present there are many of the children
sick with the ague and feYer, unable to remain more than one or two hours during the day.
They arc also very destitute of suitable clothing for the coming win ter.
I would most respectfully urge that a sufficient amount of clothing be furnished, not only
as a necessity but to encourage a regular attendance.
The whole number who occasionally attend is thirty-seven males and sixteen females.
Nothing but the juvenile branches are taught, viz: A B C, reading, writing, spelling, and
a few are learning arithmetic.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANK NORRIS, Teacher.

Major C. H. K.,

United States Indian Agent.

To. 9G.
PAW:KEE INDIAN AGENCY,

Genoa, Nebraska, JJiay 4, 1866.
'm: On last Monday <'~ening or night, a raid was made by the Sioux Indians upon this
agency. Eighteen horses were stolen; one hor e, being too poor to travel, was shot, and left
by the raiding party. The arrow with ·w hich the horse was shot is Sioux, and I have it in my
po se sion.
I hav sent forty o1 the braves of tho tribe out on the trail of this party, and will, I presume, be able to report to you definitely in regard lo it very soon. It will be absolutely
neces. ary for you to secure a company of troops stationed, if you do not wish the agency
de. ert d by th employes.
You may ay thr.r i: no UE~nger, but this was a c1o e call, and the next may be much closer.
I am very truly, c. your ,

D. H. WllEELER,
'olonel E. B. TAYLOR,

, upcrintendent Indian AfftLirs, Omaha,

United States Indian Agent.
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Omalta, Nebraska, May 9, 1866.
SIR : I have the honor to enclose to you a copy of a letter received this morning from
Agent "'Wheeler, of the Pawnee Indian agency, one hundred and five miles west of this city,
in the vallPy of Loup fork of Platte river. It will explain itself. There has long been a feud
between the Sioux and Pawnees, and even after a peace shall have been concluded with the
former tribe, th-ere will be danger of collision between them and the Pawnees. The
agency is now entirely destitute of protection, (the Pawnee scouts having been recently
mustered out of the service,) and I have, therefore, to request, respectfully, that if practicable, you will order a small military force to the Pawnee agency to protect this peaceful
tribe from the depredations of the Sioux and guard the property of the government.
Very respectfully, &c.,
<
E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Major General P. ST. GEORGE CooK,
Commanding Depa1·trnent of the Platte.

OFFICE SUPERIN'I'ENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Omaha, Nebraska, May 9, 1866.
SIR; Your letter of the 4th instant, relative to the Sioux raid, is at hand. I have sent a
copy of it to Major General Cook, commanding the department of the Platte, and will use
my best endeavors to secure the protection for which you ask. ·wm advise as to the action
of General Cook at the earliest practicable moment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.
D. H. vVHEF.LER, Esq '
United States Indian Agent, Genoa, Nebraslw.
OMAHA, NEBRASKA, .llfay 9, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose correspondence between this office and Pawnee agent relative to the hostile raid of the Sioux against the Pawnees ; also, a copy of a letter addressed
by this office to Major General Cook, com,mander. department of the P~atte , relative ~o the
.protection asked for by Agent Wheeler. The actiOn of General Cook w1ll be commumcated
to the department as soon as th~ office is advised in relation to it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. TAYLOR,
Superint£ndent Indian Affairs.
Ron. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 97.
WASHINGTON, August 23, 1866.
SIR : In reply to your letter of the 22d instant, making certain inquiries relative to alleged
Indian hostilities on the routes of overland travel across the p1ains, I have the honor to state
that, from information in my possession, (deemed to be entirely reliable,) I am enabled to
state defi£Jitely that a portion of the Upper Platte Sioux, embracing about two hundred and
fifty warriors, and designated as " Bad Faees," have recently committed depredations upon
travellers in tue reg-ion of Powder river, at a point some two hundred miles northwest from
Fort Laramie, in Dakota Territory. These Bad Faces are a sub-band of the Ogalallahs,
made up of the most de~perate characters in toe various bands of the Sioux tribe, who refuse
to recognize the general authority of the tribe, or to be bound by the action of tbe majority.
A letter received from eth E. Ward, esq, for thirty years a resident of the Indian country,
informs me that the Indians parties to the recent treaty of Fort Laramie "have acted in good
f~tith, and have in no single instance violated .the stipulations of that treaty. Between Fort
Laramie and the 1issouri river, a distance of six hundred miles, no depr,edations bave been
committed since the .treat! was cor.lCluded; and th~ overland£tage line, the Pacific telegrap~,
and the overlnnd em1gratJOn have m no case been mterfered with." Mr. Ward bas acted m
the cn.pacity of po t utler at Fort Larami e for nearly twenty years, speaks the language of
the ionx, Cheyenne , and Arapahoe perfectly, and is a gentleman of high character, whose
statements the public may receive witll implidt oonfideoce and faith. I have no fear that
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the e depredations on the part of the Bad Faces will lead to a general Indian war upon the
plain . What I mo t fear is that parties interested in the fitting out and subsistence of armies
will continue their efforts to produce such a war until they will prove successful. Mutual
distrust, superinduced by these efforts to prer.ipitate a collision, rarely fails to accomplish the
desired end. They have been made and repeated at Leavenworth with a persistency and reckles ness which are seldom equalled. I can only express the hope that we shall be able to
maintain our present peaceful relations with the great body of the Indi ans of the plains in
spite of them.
The public should understand that Leavenworth has no direct communication with the
west by telegraph. The only telegraphic line from the Missouri river west to the Rocky
mountains and the Pacific starts from Omaha, and whatever news from the plains is sent
forward to the associat>d pre sis made up and forwarded from the Omaha office. From the
tenor and frequency of the Leavenworth despatches it would naturally be inferred that that
city is the general headquarters of at legraphic system ramifying every portion of the interior.
It is enough to say that no special despatches are or have been sent fi·om Omaha, the
headquarter · or general office of the Pacific telegraph, to Leavenworth, and that tl1e public
are indebt d for all the new from the plain which they receive fi·om the last named point to
the fertile imagination of ome gentleman who cares more for army contracts than the public p ace.
Very re pectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent Indian A.ffai1·s.
lion. D. N. OOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 98.

September 21, lt366.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that, con equent upon the perpetration of certain
murders and othC'r outrag s committed against the citizens of western Kansas duFing the
past spring aud ummer, I have been appointed by the governor of Kansas as special agent
to collect the facts, and to bring the parties to justice.
In prosem1tiug my work I have vi ·ited the scene of murder and outrage, and have learned
many facts, a few of which are as follows:
One man wa killed on the lath of 1\Iay, while near to three companions, who were at
their claims upon a tributary of 'olomon river. He ·w as shot by three Indians who were
nited States cJotlling nnu armed with revolvers and sabres. They were undres e<.l in
doubt~?dly Pawnee., as many of them, similarly dressed and armed, have freqneuily passed
through the settlemen ts, exhibiting discl1arges from the service as Pawnee scouts. The man
killed was scalped ; and the Indians at the same time took two mules and a horse.
On or about the 17th of May . ix men were killed upon a tributary of Republican riv~?r,
twenty miles wes t of Lake , 'ibley. Tho entire party having been killed, no testimony of
cye-witnes:es can be obtained; but the presence of Pawnees and Ottocs at and near the
place of murder, both before and after the same, together with the fact that some of the men
'vere killed with arrows, and that many arrow taken out of their bodies and picked up along
the line of 1 treat were Pawnee aud Ottoe arrows, c.:an be readily sustained, as also that
threats were made against the life vf one of the murdered men by members of both tribes a
few day. before the occurrence of the murd r. These murders were undoubtedly committed
by Pawnee and Ottoe Indians.
.
In tho month of July a settlement upon 'White Rode river was visited by Pa·wnees, ·who
took coru from the fields and robbed the people of agricultural implements, tools, &c., and,
havin<Y surpri:cd a family in camp, during the absence of tl1e husband aud fatlJCr, th y took
the woman away, and after subjecting her to ravi hment by a large number, supposed to
exce ·d forty, they 1 ft her wl1ero J.er friend found her in the morning in a state of insensibilitv.
Iri the month of August Pa·wnee and Omahas, to the number of more than eight hundred,
vi iteu a ·ettlPment upon a tributary of the 'olomon and took po. session of the fields of corn,
&c., and when remon:trated with by the own rs of the same they claimed the land upon
which the farms were located a belonging to them a hunting and trapping ground. They
ord r d the sf'ttlers fl', u ing m naces and threat of death if th y did not go, and if they
ever returned . They r main ·diu this threatening manner until the people left.
uch act. of ho tility and nch violations of treaties call for justice aud indemnity. Thi.
we ll ire to obtain und r the law ; and, that the matter may IJe prepared in the proper form,
th various witn "· · · und parti s int n.· t d intend to m •et at Lake 'ibley, upou the H.epublican, about the J :>th of c.:tober, and pro· ed in tile inve ·tigation before an offic r of the law.
I ha,·e vbited tl•c. tto . , nnd tll y agr to m et us and take part in the examination of arrow., ·c. I de 1re th1} pr . •n(· of ·hief!-> of tb Pawn o and maha tribe , and . incerely
de. ir your official and ei onal co-op •ration in seeming their presence.
0MAIJA, NEBRA 1\A TERRITORY,
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I would res1)ectfully present the fact that these oft-repeated outrages have caused a deep
feeling of interQst and a strong determination on the part of the entire citizenship of our State
to obtain justice and safety; and inasmuch as the aforementioned tribes lie under these suspicions and eharges, it will prove much to their interest to render every possible assistance
in securing a full, just, and impartial inv(;)stig·ation; and I do not doubt that a council of
~hiefs at the time mentioned will lead to the detection of the guilty parties, and result in
mutual good to all concerned.
Any communication you may desire to make to me in regard to this matter niay bo directed to Leavenworth, Kansas. Sincerely hoping to receive your co-operation,
I remain, with mudt respect, your obedient servant,
W. F. CLOUD,
JJfajor General J(ans~s State Militia.
Colonel E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent of Indian Ajfai1·s.

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Nort!tern Supe1·intendency, Omaha, Nebraska, September 28, 1866.
Sm : Your Jetter of the 21st instant, left at my office during my absence at the Winnebago
agency, was l1anded to me this day on my r e turn, and I embrace the earli est opportunity
afforded me to reply.
Whether the allegations as to alleged depredations on the paPt of the Ottoes, Pawnees, and
Omahas are true or untrue, of course I cannot state with p os itive certainty; yet I may say
that I feel entirely confident that the Pawnees and Omahas are guiltless. 'l'he Ottoes are not
above suspicion, and it may turn out, upon investigation, that they participated in the disturbances.
I have forward ed copies of your letter to the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs and
Jto each of the agents of the tribes named by you respecti,-rely:
It will · be impossible to meet you with a deputation froil1 these tribes at Fort Sibley, on
:the Republican, as early as the J 5th of October; and I therefore respectfully suggest that
the day for the proposed investigation be postponed to such time as will enable me to secure
the attendance of one or more of the chiefs of the tribes named, in the event that the honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall so direct.
An ex parte examination will at best prove uns...<ttisfactory, and can settle nothing· definitely.
While the department is ready to redress any wrougs committed hj' treaty Indians, upon
satisfactory testimony, it will resolutely protest against loss or pt\nishment for alleged
offences, where the proof is vague or uncertain, or t8tken in such manner as to afford no opportmlity for examination or denial.
Hoping that the proposed investigation will be deferred until the honorable Secretary of
the Interior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs can be officially consulted, I am, sir, very
l·espectfully, your obedient servant,
E . B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Ron. "\VM. F. CLOUD, Mujm· Gener~l K. S. M .

.No. 99.

Papers relating to tlte Santee Sioux.
WASHINGTON, Ftbrua?·y 20, ] 866.
Sm: In obedience to your request made this morning, I obtained from the honorable

Commissioner of the General Land Office the enclosed township plats of townships thirty-one
and thirty-two north, range six west, sixth principal meridian, Nebraska Territory, showing
t he amount of lands entered in each and tho amount remaining unsold, the property of the
general government. .As shown by the plats, this lanf! is situa te on the MisS"Ouri river, at
tho northern boundary of the Territory of Nebraska, at a point where tho waters of the Niobrara river flow into the Missouri.
The colored fractions of section.. how th e lands disposed of to indi,·idnals in these two
to•vn. hips, amounting in aU to a little more than fonr sections, tb'e residue being government
lands.
pon this tract of land the mem hers of the N orthwcstern Indian Commission ad vi c unanimously the location of t!Je 'ant e ioux Indian now stationed at Crow Cr ole ug ncy, in
Dakota. T rritory. In thi s !ecommendation I a~1 autl!(}rized to say that IIon. A. W. Hubbard, of Iowa., ·oucurs. It IS pretty well supplied with timber aud at J ast two thou and
acr · ~f tillable laud c.an b found upon it in a body along the Mi~souri anti riobrara _river .
nt1l the ant o 10ux can be rendered self-sustaining upon thi pro.poscd res rvnt10n,. at
bn t one-half the um annually xp(}nded for transportation of subsistence and annuity
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goods can be saved. Where they now are they have never raised a crop of any description,
and all their supplies have necessarily been purchased and transported at a heavy expense.
Should you determine to remove them to the mouth of the Niobrara, I have no doubt
their new reservation will supply them with all the corn and wheat which they will require;
so oon as it can be opened to cultivation.
This proposed reservation for the Santees is only separated from the Ponca reservatior: by
the Niobrara river. It is a well known fact that the Poncas succeed well in agricultural
pursuits, on the Missouri bottom.
That portion of the two townships which it is proposed to give to the Santees as a reservation which has been sold to individuals, can be purchased at a very small advance on the
government price of public lands.
Not more than half a dozen settlers now oceupy these lands, those who formerly resided
upon them having been driven oft' by the Indian troubles of the past two years. I know of
no place in Nebraska where a suitable reservation can be obtained for these Indians at so
small a cost, and where the tribe can be located with a reasonable hope that they will not be
encroached upon by white settlements.
.
One hundred thousand dollars per year is now appropriated by Congress to feed this tribe
at Crow CTeek. More than one-half this large sum is expended for transportation. If they
are to be subsisted for all the future, the removal of the tribe to the mouth of the Niobrara
would save more to the government in the item of transportation alone in a single year than
would purchase the land and defray the expenses .of their removal.
To cover the e two items, I would estimate that the following would be sufficient:
Removal from Crow creek to the mouth of the Niobrara, $5,000 ; purchase of lands
marked on tho plat as entered, $20,000. This much can be saved in the item of transportation in a ingle year.
If a reasonable sum could be appropriated for the erection of buildings and the gene•ral improvement of the reservation, in my judgment, this tribe can be rendered self-sustaining
within the next two years.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No.lOO.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. C., Marc!t l, 1866.
SIR: The President has ordered the withdrawal of townships thhty-one and thirty-two
north, range five west, and townships thirty-one and thirty-two north, range six west, Nebra ka, from pre-emption and sale, in accordance with the recommendations of your letter to
this department, under date of the ~3d ultimo.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES HARLAN, Secretary.
TilE COi\Dli lONER of Indian Affairs.

No. JOJ.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERlOR, OFFICE lKDJAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, D. C., March 8, 1866.
I would again impress on your attention the importance of removing the Crow Creek
Indian · from th ir pre ent location. The rra:ons a signed for this arc, first, the extreme
pov rty of thei r pre ent po ·ition for agricultural purpos s; s cond, the iucor1venience and
expen e of} eding them o far off, &c.
Tb p . ilion r comm nd d a a good location is at the mouth of Niobrara. I think this a
go d po ilion o far a· land·, proximity to other Indians, and eparation from whites ar
concern d. This matter was frc 'ly talk d Y r by the commi. sioners last fall, as well as
Judge Hubbard, all of \\h m, a· fa.r a 11 nrn, fully concurr din the above opinion.
Your, ·c.
liEJ.:~ RY W. REE ,
peci.al Agent and Commis ioner
H n. . ". Co LCY 'ommissiouer.
IR:
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No. 102.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIR S,

Ap1·il 20, 1866.

Sm: TLe subject of the condition of the various bands of Sioux of the Mississippi, their
location, suusistenee, and the fnture policy to be observed towards them, presses upon this
offit:e from so many different directions, that it has seemed desirable to attempt a general review of the situation of things; to present such snggestions as appear practical in regard to
each branch of the subject; and to ask that, if possible, a defiuite pol icy may be deeiclecl
upon, ·which this office may endeavor to carry into effect, with means provilled for the purpose by Congress. I will endeavor to present this review in as brief a form as possible, re ferring for :·nany partieular;; to the papers herewith transmitted.
Tbe four ·bauds of Sioux referred to are tbe Sisseton,. \Vahpaton, Meclawa1;;anton, and
\Va1Jpahoota l.1ands, whowere, in the year 1862, by virtue of treaties macle in lSf)l and 1858,
located upon an extensive reservation lying along the south side of the Minnesota river, ten
miles in width, and extend ing- from a point on the west line of Minpesota near the upper end
of Big Stone lake, to the vicinity of Port Ridgley. Th ese Ind ians Lad a large income from
the proceeds of the cession of their lands, auc1 a considerable portion of them had advanced
so far in t:ivilization that they had abandoned savage lHe, and were cultivating the soil wit,h
great success.
r · is unnecessary to refer in any detail to the causes of or tbC' circumstances attending the
outb,r eal of the summer and fall of 1862, with its horrors of masS'acre and plunder. It is
apparent that this outbreak took place at first among tbe Lower b'iuds, the Medawakantons
and W ahpakootas, and that the U ppcr Lauds for the most part refused to take prtrt in it., as did
some considerable portion · of tlJO Lower hands. Many of those who felt no inclination
towards hostilities, feared that the vengeance of the whi tes would faU upon them as a
portion of the tribes, arid fl.ed to the northward, leaving their homes.
The results of the milit<uy expeditions sent against these Judiaus were their complete expulsion from the State of Minnesota; the .capture of a largo m1mber of them by the troops,
(some of them having voluntarily surr~nder d, clai 1ning to kwc taken no part in the massac.res, and sollle, again, bringing with them whites rescued from t heir hostile brethren;) tbe
<loath, by hanging, of lt portion of the leaders; the COJJDJlelllCJJt at Davenport, Iowa, up to a·
recent elate, of about two hundred mcu., convitt d by mil itary commir;siou of greater or less
complicity in the outbreak, but many even ot these always protesting their innocence; the
forced migration to Crow Creek reservation, in Dakotlt, of more thau J,OOO, being mostly old.
men, woUJen, and children, the fami lies of those who h<:d Leen hung or were in confinement;
and the subjection of tl1e Upper Sioux (the Si.sscton and Wal1patons) to all the suffering incitlcnt to a wandering, savtLge lifo .
A l~:n·ge nuu1ber of tbe latter bands came in and voluntarily surrendered to Gcncml Sibley
wl1en hi::; forces reached the region in the nP ighborhood of Fort Wadsworth, and most of these
have steadily claimed that they had not voluntarily tu],en part in the outbreak, aml signalizeLl their return by bringing in a large number of whiLe persons who bad been taken captive
at tbc time of the outbreak, and whom tb ey lmd reeovercu · ~mel protected . A few , belonging, as is understood, to both the Upper <tud Lo~rer bands, who had been positively faithful
throughout, and bad rendered greater or less service to the w bites, have retumed to and remaiue.l upon diffe1 en t portious of the 'old reservation, there being nearly one hundred not far
from l•'aribLLul and Mendota, Mi11nesota.
The action taken by Congress in regard to these Indians has been as follows :
By act of Fl'bruary 16, JdG3, (p vi><!, vol. 12, Stat. at Large,) all trettties with them were
declarrd abrogated, all lands, anuuities, and claims forfeited, $~ I 0,000 of the annuities ap proprii~tcd to payment of lo11ses by the massacre, a commission provided for to ascertain and
rrport upon clP.ims for losses, and authority given to the Iutelior Department to set apart
ci~bty fLcres of land to such Indians as bad exertedl1iclllselves to save captive whites .
By act of March 3, 18G3, (p . 819, vol. 12, Stat. at Large,) it was provided that a tract of
gooJ agricnltUl all and should be set apart, outside of the limits of any State, sufficient for
eig-hty acres to each member of the four bands ·who were willing to aclopt the pursuits of agliculture ; that their former rel'ervation ~;hould be surveyed and sold, an d the proceeds invested
by the Interior Department for the benefit of the Incli aJJS ; and that Indians who bad exerted
themselves to save tbe lives of whites should each have eighty acres of land. on which the
improvements were situated .
By t.he act of l\11LY 28, 1 80~ , ( p 02, pamphlet ed. Stat. at Large,) there was appropriated the
sum of ;· 1, 170,074 to pny claims reported by tbe commission above referred to, making in
all $ 1,:3tW,!374 appropritLted f(Jr payment of losses by the outbreak.
By the act of il1arch 0, 1 u5, (p. 4::!7, pamphlet eel . Stat. at Large,) the sum of $7,500 was
appropriated for the special Leu .fit of a te w o!· the friendly ~ioux who had aided the whites .
lt will be seen that there are four classes of the:se Sioux now claiming the attention of ihe
uepartment, to wit :
Jst. Those who were removed to row Creek reservation, in Dakota.
2d. Those who were, till recently. prisoners at Davenport.
15 I
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3d. Tho e frjendly Sioux who have been for some time seeking a precarious subsistence
in the vicinity of their old homes in Minnesota.
4th. The Sissetons and \Vahpatons who surrendered to General Sibley, and are living
near Fort \Vadsworth, in· eastern Dakota.
. .
1st. The Crow Creek Indirms.-Congress has made an annual a.ppropnatwn of ,$100,000
for the subsistence and clothing of these Indians, and efforts have bee~ made to r~Ise crops
for their subsistence, but thus far without suc<.:ess; and the expense of transportatiOn of the
supplies sent to them is enormous. The result of a full consideration of the report of the
treaty commission of last full, of recommendations l.Jy Hon. Mr. Hubbard, o.f the congres·
sional committee, ancl by Special Agent H .. W. ~ee_d, has been that these Indians should be
removed to some place further down the M1ssoun ~wer, "Y~1ere they can be reasonably expe<.:ted to raise crop , ~tnd where the males of then· fam1hes, long confined at Davenport,
coul<l join them, an<l aiu i~ procl~ring their ~ubsistence.
.
2u. Tlte Davenport captwes.-These lndmns have been chscharged, and turned over by
the military authorities to an agent of this department, and.are now on their .way,,to the
number of about one hundred an<l fifty, to the new reservatwn, of four townships, situated
at the mouth of the Niobro,ra river, near the Poncas and Yankton Sioux.
·
It is expected that these Iudians will arrive at Niobrara between the lOth and 15th of May,
and such arrangements have been made as will prob&bly enable them at once to set about
preparatiolls for making a crop thi_s ye~1r. It was. also intended to get the Cro>y Creek In·
diaus down to the ::;arne rc ervatwn m ample ttme to plant; but, from the fact that the
steamer furnished by the \VtLr Department is, it is understood, to go up to Fort Rice with a
carO'O of snpplies before bring·ing, on her downward trip, the Indians from Crow creek, it is
fea~ed that the month of July may be advanced before those Indians reach the reservation.
Such directions have, however, been given as will, it is believed, put sufficient ground under
cnltivation to enable them, by proper care, to raise a good supply of corn and potatoes for
their consumption.
.
.
Your attention is invited to the estimates in Superintendent Tay18i·'s letter of 2d instant,
a copy of which is herewi th, marked A, as to the amount of funds necessary for carrying
into effect the measures adopted relative to thetwo classes of Indians thus far referred to.
That estimate amounts to $ 122,766, and covers the expense of getting the Indians down
from Crow creek, by the method then intended to be taken·; the purchase of certain landd
and improvements of settlers on the Niobrara reservation; the erection of a storehouse and
six builuings for the shelter of aged and iufirm persons; the removal and subsistence on tbe
way of the D~Lvenport prisoners, (then expected to be done by lanu,) and the subsistence of
the whole number (about 1,200 persons) upon the new reservation for twelYe months. Su·
:perinten<lent T tLylor estimates that an additional sum, sufficieut to make the whole amonnt
$ 150,000, shou ld be added to cover the cost of implements, horses, wagons, &c. He thinks
that upon thi first outlay the Indians will, after the first year, be able to subsist themselves
to a great extent. As, however, the removal of the Inuiaus is made • by Hteamer, furnished
by tllC War Department, the elements of the estimate are much chauged. I recur to the
matter of estimates hereafter.
Referring again to the several <.:lasses of Sioux above noticed, I proc.eed to the
3d clu s. 1'/te friendly Sioux remttining in Minnesota.-In regard to those Indians it is
noticeable that Congress has, by several enactments, made attempts to provide for them by
donations of lands and money; but it has been found impracticable to accomplish anything
under those acts, on account of the hostility manife. ted by tile white people of that region
towards everything in the form of an Indian . Many of these men have, for the past three
years, been homeless wanderer::;, and actually suffering from want; a very poor return for
services rendered to the whites at the risk of their lives. Action was taken by the department, about on(l year ago, to select for them eighty acres of land each upon the old reserva·
tion, but the feeling among the whites is such as to make it impossible for them to live there
in safPty.
Under date of AprH6th instant, Right Reverend Bishop Whipple, of :Mione. ota, who bas
taken a deep interest in these fri endly Iudiaus, forwards a letter, (copy herewith, marked
B,) from Revereu.d Mr. Hinman, a faithful missionary laboring among them, recommending that mea. ures be taken to gather the. e Indians and remove them immediately to the
new reservation of their people on the Niobrara, in order that they may have la.nds assigned
them and earn , as th y ar ready lo do, their living by their own labor. Mr. Hinman
stimates the whole numtJer to be so rcmove<l at 250. I heartily approve of tb recommen·
dation, and, with your approval, will take measures to carry it ·into effect. The government, as it has a<.:knowledged I y several enactments, owes these people a debt of gratitude,
and bas not discharged that debt but has d prived them of their share of the property an<l
income of their peopl , by the act of l G:~, abrogating all tr aties, &c. It is difficult to
make any reliable e. timatc of the amount necassiLl'y to remove them and settle them at
Niobrara, bnt the t!Ulll n~med l~ereafte~ will, I think, bo sufficient, and tho appropriation of
7,50 , h retoforo ma<lo tor thetr benefit, or some portion thereof, coul<l po. sibly be nsed for
the pnrpo e now iudi~ate~, and .the selections of land rna.Je ft'r them la. t year could be sold,
and the proceeds a.pphed for thetr usc. If they can be removed to ~ iobrara in time to raise
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a crop this year, their subsistence need only be provided for till next fall, and therefore
prompt action is deemed advisable.
A Jetter of General Sibley (copy herew ith, marked C) refers to certain persons belonging
to thi'S cla.ss, who, he thinks, on account of thei r having acted a prominent part on the side
of the wL itts, would not be able to live at Niobrara. Although there is some foundation fo r
the apprehensions of General Sibley, yet, from the information in possession of this offieP ns
to the docile disposition exhibited by both the Davenport and Crow Creek Indians, this office
is of the opinion that the friendly Sioux will have no difficulty in living with their people.
Connected w ith this elass, there comes a claim by Mr. A. Faribault, of Minnesota,
indorsed by Hon. Mr. Ram~ey, U nitecl States Senator from that State, for $3, '371 77,
for money, &c., expended by him in subsisting- a portion of these Indians for about three
years. TLe claim, and papers substantiating it, are herewith submitted, by copies marlwd
D. I reeommend that measures be taken to examine the claim of Mr. Faribault, and to pay
what shall. be found justly his due.
4th class. Sissetons, ~·c ., ncar Fort Wadswort!t. - Some aetion has already been taken in
r egard to this class, by prov'iding for their being represented by 'tbeir headmen at Fort Rice,
on the Missouri, P.t the expecteu conference with the treaty commissioners. It is prob able
that a treaty will be mad e with them at that time. From representations ma:le verbally to
your department and to this office by General Sibley, to whom these people surrendered, it is
snpposed that these Indians will ask a reservation near Fort ·wadsworth, in the count ry not
heretofore ceded by th em ; while there is reason to suppose that the military autboritie:;, and
many of the peopl~ 'o f Minnesota, would prefer their being located much further north, and
in the vicinity of Devil's lake. As giving much valuable information in regard to the feel ings and wishes of these Indians, and aiding in the founLlation of a just judgment as to the
proper dispos ition of these bands, I herewith transmit copies of two papers, marked E and
}<', being a petition from theil' chiefs, dated December, t864, and a letter from H.ev. ·Mr.
Riggs, formerly mi ssionary among them . . If, as the information at hand appears to justify,
we are to trust in the fi'iendly disposition of those people, their location near Fort \Vacls worth
would be a wise measure, and a protection to the ·frontier settlements, and I recommend
that proper instwctions be sent to the treaty commissioners in regard to the point to be fixed
upon for their residence.
But there are six to eight hundred people of these bands, at and near Fort W adswortb, in
great waut, while they are able to earn their livin g, and willing to do so if they can be furlJished with implements and seeds, and measures should be taken to provide them with these
necessaries in time for the spring work. They will till the gronnd, for this season, at all
events, to such extent as is possible, near Fort Wadsworth, and I trust that some means \vill
be provided for enabling them to do this to ad vantage.
FORMER PROPERTY AND INCOME OF THESE BANDS

At the time of the outbreak, in 1862, the four bands of Sioux herein referred to were
e ntitled to an annui ty of $15,000 from the sum of $.!00,000 invested for. their benefit, and to
a sum total payment for lands ceded by them, amountiiJg to $4,861,800. This sum >vas so
graduated in annual payments that the amount due to tho Indi ~tns, annually, was $135,0GO;
or, including th e $15,000 above mentioned, their annuities amounted to $150, OoO. This
sum was forfeited by the act of February 26, 1863, by all, indiscnminately, friendly and
l10stile, and only the families of those who were exeeuted or imprisoned have been provided
for by government, and this, as we ha.ve seen, at an annual expense of $100,000, at Crow
creek; while the sum of $ l,:~S0,37tl has been paid for losses by the outbreak by a part of
this people.
I beg leave to suggest, in view of the whole subject, whether the time has uot come for
snch a disposition of funds long ago set apart by treaty with these Indians as will result to their
advantage, and the best interest of the whites. The sum of$30,000 wbi<;h has been for each
of the last three yeats annually with held from these tribes, if now placed in the hands of your
department, would enable it to locate the first three classes comfortably upon the new reservatiOn, am1 to aid the Sissetuns at Fort Wadsworth to a reasonable extent; while it is believPd that,
after the expcnJiture of such portion of the $150,000 as should be found necessary in putting
these bands in a condition to raise their owu crops in peace, a sum much less than the annual
interest npon the remaining eapital of the Sioux funds will be sufficient for their use for
years to come, and that th ey will soon become self-supportiug. Or, to make this suggestion
more clear, the whole amount to which these bands were entitled was-·
In I GiL - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - . _• __ ... __ •. . ___ . _. _. __ .. ____ . _______ .... ___ • . $5, 161, 800
Deduct appropriated claims for losses._. ______ . . _. _.. ____ . ____ •. ____ .. _. __ .
1, 3 0, 374
:~, 7 J' 426

The interest upon which, at 5 per cent., would be $1 9, Oil.
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Estimates fr om Superintendent T aylor's letter of April· 2.
For removal of Indians from Crow creek to Niobram . . ...... -- - .--.-- -· - ----:Eor purchase of land and improYements ... . ... . .. . ........ . . •• ........ - ----For subsistence for sixty days at Niobrara . .. . - ... .. ... - ---- ---- . - - -- -. - ---- ·
For storchou e and buildings ...... . .. . .... . ......•.. - ---- .. -- - ----. -- .. - .. For removal of Da.-enport prisoners .. . .. . ......... -- .. -- .- .. ---- .. - - - · - ... .
For subsistence for twelve montbs on reservation ..... . .......... - - . ... -- . . .. .
(As the removal of tbe Indians is made by government steamer, no 'estimate is
made for this expense. Rations are also provided by government fo r the Davenport Indians, and the ordirlary issues for the Crow Creek Ind ians, a lready provided, will suffice for them. If the. e Iudians succeed in raising a crop this
year, tbe sum of 872,000, called for by Superintendent Taylor, is too large. )
Removal of friendly Sioux from Minnesota to Niobra,ra ..... . ..... ... ... .. ... .•
Subsistence for six months on reservation .... .. ..... . . . ..... . . . ..... . ...... . .
As.·istance in implements, seeds, &c.. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .
Add to isscton , &c., at Fort ·wads worth . . .. . ................ . ....• • ..... . .
A ld for nee c. sary building , expenses of employes, &c., at Niobrara, (a portion
of the building!! necessary will be included in the purchase M improvements) ..
Total . . .••... . . •. . • •.... • ... . .... . . •• ....•.............. .... . ... .. . .

$20,000
5,040
5,000
72,000

10,000
7,000

3,000
10,000
40,000
]72, 040

Sul.jcct to increase if the cost of removing the Indians to Niobrara is to be refunded by
this department, and to decrease if tbe Indians should succeed in raising a crop this year.
It will be borne in mind that the government has appropriated annnally, for three years,
.;100, 00 for the support of the Sioux at Crow creek alone. There will be available for the
u. e of thc.-<3 Indians the proceeds of the sale of their large reservation in Minnesota, from '
which but a small sum has yet been realized by the General Land Office, by which ofiice the
sal«>s arc made; and that sum has been ab. orbed by the expenses of surveying the land.
To recapitulate briefl.r the recommendations of this report, this office recommends that the
friendly Sioux now iu Minnesota be at once removed to Niobrara, by land, with a view of
raising a crop this year if possible; that instructions be sent to the treat.r commission to
provide for a reservation near Fort \Vachworth for the I ndians in tluit region; that aid be
promptly furnished to those wbo are willing to labor, and who are now uear Ji'ort \Vacls"..vorth; and that such general policy may be adopted in regard to funds for the benefit of the
four Lands of ioux referred to as will enable the department to pr.ovide for their welfare;
this recommendation having Rpecial reference to the restoration, for the benefit of tho
Indians, of the fund ·withheld by act of Congress, deducting the amouut heretofore paid
for lo ·:<cs by the outbreak of 1 6~.
Iu order to make this suggestion pracHcal, I beg leave to submit herewith a draugb t of a bill
wl1ich may serve as a ba:is of actiou by committees of Congress, (if you shall see fit to
suomi t the subject to that body,) providing for restoring, for the usc and bcnrfit of these
Indians, the balance of funds held by government for them in 18G:3, after deducting the
anJOunt paid for losses by them . Should such a bill be euactecl, tl10 sum so appropriated
would, it is believed, enable the department to carry into effect all tbc suggestions in this
report, unle. s there should be r:n.1d1 delay as to prevent the raising of a crop this year. Even
in that case, I tbiuk that the condition of the Iudians could be greatly improved IJy the careful .·penditure of tl1e sum indicated ; this lo be in place of the approprialion for the Sioux
of the ~1is, issippi, hPretofore estimated for.
Very respectfully, your ouedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY,
Commissioner.
Uon. J.\.~IE. HARLAN,
Secretary of the Interior.

No. 102 .A..
A bill for an act to restore to certain bands of Sioux Indians tlte balance of certain annuitie!
talc en from them.
\Vhcreac;, by an act of Congr ss approved February 11, J 63, all treaties made with certain
1an.ds of .~ioux Indiana were, on account of ho. tilities committed hy ·aiel Indians, declared
t() be abrognt d and annullecl, and all lands and rights of occnpaucy v.-ithin the 'tate of
.linn ota, and all nnnniti • and ·laim theretofore accorded to uid Iudian. , or any of them,
forfr·itcd to the 'nit ·d .:tate. ; anu wh rcn. a large amount of money has bn n puicl by the
·ni crl .~tat for 1 . :('. by th · bu. tilities of .-aid Inrliaus, which paynwuts wcr propPrly
•lmrrred ugain. t the fnnrl thPr to fore h longing t ·aid Indians; and,._ hc~reas it appears that
laT(; uumbcr of pecon. belonging to the said band.~ of ,'ioux ludi:m: nev r l>lnticipated
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in the hostilities referred to, and are now friendly to the United States and in need of assistance, "·bile others have been for several years supported by the UnitM States, and a large
number in addition have recently been pardoned by the President and restored to liLerty:
· Therefore,
Be it enacted, ~c., That, for the purpose of enabling the Interior Department to provide
for the welfare of snd1 of the four bands of Sioux referred to as are no'iv friendly to the United
States, or as may become friendly hereafter, there shall be res to red and invested for tho
benefit of the said Indians such amount as shall be ascertained to remain after deducting
from the capital of the funds of the said Indians, as it existed on the 16th of February, 1SG:),
the amount which bas been paid by the United States on account of l-osses of citizens by the
hostilities of said Indians committed ht 1862.
SEC. 2. There is hereby appropriated, for the n se and benefit of said Indians, to be
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, iu removing and concentrati ng
a portion of the said Indians to and upon a reservation.setected for them at the mouth of the
Niobrara river, and providing for them there, and in proYiding for others at some point in
Dakota T erritory, such amount as shall be equal to five per cent. upon the balance of funds
found remaining, as in the preceding section provided for.
·
(Or the sum of $189,071, being five per cent., &c.)

No. 103.
\V ASIUNGTON, Jlfay 8; 1866.
I have recently len,rned, with much surprise, that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs has
ordered the removal of the Sioux I ndians, now iu Dakota Territory, who were the perp etrators of the Miun esot.a massacre in 18G2, fi-om their present locatiJn at Crow creek don·u
into one of the settled counties of Nebraska, and directly opposite our white settlemeuts iu
Dakota.
You are aware tltat the~e Indians at tftat time murdered more Jhan a thousand defence·
less men, women, and children in the State. Iu tJte contlict which followed, some four or
five hundred Indians were taken and incarceraterl iu Iowa, w ltile the l,lalance of the hostile
Lauds were forccll from Minnesota into Dakota Territory, where they now are. In 18G:J, the
government ordered and effected the removal of all tho Sioux from Minnesota, and located
them at Urow creek, a place about one hundred and fifty miles above Yankton, the C<upillLl
of said Territory.
·with in ~L few weeks past an order bas been signed for the release of those hostile savag·es
who have been so long in coufinement, and their transportation to our Territory, where they
arc to be turned loose to seek rev eng<>, by a system of robbery, rapine, at1d murder, upon our
unprotected citizens only known to barbarians. The place w ltich I learn is selected for this
].,cation is upon the opposite side of the Missouri, and but a short distance above my owu residence. This act of ttvl government,. in endangering the lives of our people and destroying
our Territory, bas been determined upon without a word of consultation with the citizens of
Dakota that I am aware nf, and has been concealed from their tcpresentatives here by the
Commissioner of Indian Afl'airs.
If tbis order is carried out-if these Indians are located thus near our sett.lements-onr
citizens w1ll either be eompellecl to abandon tl10ir homes for the security of their lives ault
property,· or wage a war of extermiuation against them. If the officers of your administration ltaving these important matters in charge would consult the feelings of our people, and
take their udvice in the disposal of the Indian tribes with whom they are compelled to live as
neighbors, it would relieve the government of much embarrassment, and save the lives and
property of many of our citizens .
In behalf of the citizens of Dakota, whose interests I have the honor to represent here, I
beg to say that I enter my solemn protest ag-ai!lst the removal and location of these savages
any nearer to our white population than they now are.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
\V. A. BURLEIGH,
Delegrlte in Congress from Dakota Territory.
The PRI:SIDKNT.

No. 104.
DEPARTi\JENT OF 'l'IIE: INTERIOR, OFFICE OF IKDlAN AFFAlP.S,

Washington, D. C., JJJay 1 , 1866.
SIR: I lutve the honor to aclmowledge the receipt, by reference from your departme~t, of
a let_ter from the Hon. \V. A. Burleigh, delf'gate in Congress from Dakota, to t_he PrcsJd~nt
of the nited States, in reference to the removal of the Sioux Indians to Nwbrara, w1th
insLructions to report thereon.
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The Indians whom it is proposed to remove to that reservation are a portwn of tiw four
l>aucls to whom two adjoining reservations had been assigned south of the Minnesota or St.
Peter's riYer, in ~Iinnesota, by treaties, previous to the year 1862, and generally known as
the l ppcr and Lower Sioux .
In the year 1862 the Sioux Indians residing in western Minnesota, caused, it is alleged
by the failure to pay promptly the annuities due to the Indians, derived hy treaty from the
sale of their lands, which annuities, in money and for beneficial purposes, amounted to about
150,000, the capital of their fund being $5, 161,000, commenced a war upon the defenceless
settlements, and a large number of wl1ite persons were massacred. The farmer Indians participated to a very small extent in these acts of hostility, and many continued entirely friendly,
but the large part of the four bands of Sioux to whom the two reservations belonged were
either actively engaged in hostilities, or went off with the hostile party, through penmasion
or fear, "·hen the United States troops moved into the country in pursuit. By the prompt
action of the military, under command of Major General Sibley, the outbreak was speedily
quelled, a large number 0f Inuians were captured, while many came in voluntarily and surrender d themselves, as soon as tl1ey could get away from the more guilty parties and obtain
the protection of our troops; anr1 these last brought in with them more than two hundred
white persons who had been taken captive by the Indians. In this speedy suppression of
the outbreak, many friendly Indians acted as scouts, and otherwise rendered good service,
which Congress lias recognized by Rpecial enactments.
After the outbreak a large number of the captured Indi ans were tried by military commission and sentenced to death. The late President, in reviewing the sentence, selected from
the whole number such as were c0nvicted of having personally committed acts of violence,
and these were bung, to the number of thirty-nine. Such of the ot.hers as were proved to
have been pre. ent at tbe commission of any acts of hostility were placed in confiuement at
Davenport, Iowa, but Lhere were sent to the same place a number against whom no record
of condemnation stood. TJJe Indians captured, numbering :;,bout one thousand seven hundied person., consisted of tLe clas& last referred to and their families . By the execution and
confinement of the males of this party, there were left the oll men, women, and children.
Tb se were remoYed, in 1863, to Crow creek, Dakota, to a reservation there selected for
their residence, alld some seventy-five men, who were pardoned by President Lincoln in
] 64, were afterward sent to that reservation.
At that point agency buildings were erected at large expense, in the expectation of making
a permanent residence for the Indians.
The failure of crops for three successive years disheartened the Indians, and, owing to
the great disbwce which supplies for them must b~ transported, the appropriation for their
uendit· (81 00,000) Las been found only sufficient to provide and transport to them the real
nccr>:snri s of life, leaving 110tl1ing applicable to their comfort or improvement.
In the autumn of ] H5 the commissioners appointed by the President of the United
State. -l\Iajor General Curtis, Major General Sibley, Governor Edmunds, of Dakota, SnpcrintcudeJJt Taylor, and Rev. H. A. Reed-who were directed on their way up the Missouri to visit the Crow Creek reservation, did so, and made a report to the department, in
which they alluded in the strongest po sible terms to the uufortunate conuition of the Indians
nt that point, their being in a "state of semi-stan·ation for two :rears," and the unfitness of
thf' location to enable them to l1ope for any success in tilling the ground. Subsequent inqniry and examination into th subject by Superintendent Taylor, to whom the m~Ltter was
~'1 Pcially referred, ttfter personal conference with him and ·with Generals Curtis and Sibley
1wd Hcv. Mr. Reed, of the commission above referred to, resulted in the selection of four
town.-hips of land at the mouth of the Niobrara, in Jebraska Territory, as a home for the. e
unfortnuate Iudians, wlwre they mig·ht be expected to raise tlleir own subsistence, as tl1ey
were and are willing to do, and at which point the necessary supplies for their nse could be
dcli\·ered at a vast saving in the item of transportation .
The . election of the locality at the mouth ot' the Niobrara was made by Superintendent
Taylor, after careful investigation anu search for a tract of sufficient size still in possession
r1f "OVemment, and where the Indians would be us much isolated as was possible from contact with tbe whites.
The Crow Creek. reservation was selC'cted under authority of ~he net of Congress of March,
1 O:l, providiug for a remoYal of the Indians to a tmct of "good agricultural land, well
a1laptcd for a"ricultuml purpo. s, ., out. ide of tho limits of any tate. The reservation at
'row crc<·k p~oving, aft r three year:;' trial, not to h such a tract, it was deemed to be
within the power and duti{'S of the President, under that Jaw, to provide auother tract which
sLoul<.l fulfil its recluin•nl<'llt for the u:e of the Indians.
Thr nly other point propo. u for their re:idcn<:P, in ca!'e of removal, "·as one adjoining
tl.e Yankton r •.:crvation o~ th~ north, llug.gc. tl'd by lion .... Ir. Burleigh, delt>gate for Dakota.
'J'h re did not appear .to P.XJ. t, m the locatiOn propo ed hy that gentleman directly, north of
the Yankton rc:<:rvatJOn, any urh-nntng-c · over the one r,el ctcd south of and ncar that r ervation, to a ffc<·t th palpahh• good to IJI' gained by placin"' the Indian so a to lmve the
li ·. ouri riv r bf't\H ·n tlwm and the white Sf'ttlemcnt in Dakota, and .·o as to gain the
gr •at t po. :>ibl · . a vi.ng of tmn. porlation · uor did it npp nr df' irabl to plac th 'ioux in
immediate contact WJth the Ynnktou , who.. c condition, after the expenditure of much money
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in their behalf, has elicited much sympathy from the col.fnnission ers who visited them, as
mentioned in their report, published in the annual report from this office for 18G5, pages 540,
541.. But, in trnth, there is no just reason to apprehend any host:le acts on the part of
these people. From the old men, women, and children, vvho have been starving at Crow
creek, there is certainly none. Ever since being sent to that place, three years ago, they
have been quiet and patient amidst their sufferings, and those who joined them from Davenport have been exemplary in their conduct. As to this point, I beg to refer you to a state
ment of Rev . Mr. ·williamson, the devoted missionary to these Indians, and other teachers,
published on page 420 of the report of this office for 1864, and every report from superintendent, agent, or teacher brings testimony of the good conduct of these people.
The pris oners from Davenport-some 200 in number, men, women, and children-have,
at the instan ce of the department, upon tho concurrent recommendation of the milit!try authorities who have bad them in charge, and of theit missionary teacher, Rev. Mr. Rig·gs,
who was chaplain during General Sibley's campaign, been pardoned. by the President, and
turned over to- this departm ent and sent to the Niobrara reservation, to begin the work of
preparing farms there. On the occasion of reporting in the fall of 1865 in favor of their
pardon, this office forwarded a series of certificates, petitions, ~;Lnd letters showing· the excellent disposition and entire submission of these prisoners, together with statements showing
that many of them were absolutely guiltl ess of any act of hostility, and not ouly this, but
deserving of reward for the rest::ue of white captives. These papers have been mislaid in
their passage through the various departments, and cannot now be found. ·
.Major General Pope recommends the release of these pris oners ·under the condition that
they were not to be sent to any point in the upper country where they could possibly have
communication with the hostile tsioux ~f the plains. This condition could not have been
fnlfilled by sending them to Crow creek, and w.o uld not be by placing them north of the
Yankton rel:iervation, while their position south of the Missouri river is deem ed quite desirable, under the views entertained by General Pope. But, in the judgment of this office, not
· the slightest apprehension need be felt of any hostility from these people.
The only other class whom it is proposed to remove to Niobrara is composed of about 250
of those who were farmers .or eivilized Indians in J8G:2 ; who have acted as scouts for
tho government; who never committed aoy acts of hostility, or fled with those wlto committed those acts; for whom Congress ltas provided lands near th eir old homes, but who are
not allowed by tbe whites to live upon and cultivate tbe111. Certainly they will not be host ile. They have remained friendly while compelled to a vagauond life for three ymns by the
incliscrilllinato confiscation of all the land and property of their people.
It is proper to state that, by the act of Conrrress of February J 6, 1863, abrogating all tl1e
trea.ty agreements with the four bands of 'Sioux in Minnesota, their reservation lands,
amounti11 g to tlOU,OOO acres, were confiscated to the government, although the avails of their
sale. are to be used for the benefit of the Indians who are removed; the amonut for which
tLey sold their larg·e tract of land-being in 186:2 over five millions of dollars-was forfeited,
and immense damage was done to their property by tho troops and captive camp in the fall
of that year. The crops belonging to the fanner Iucl ians were valued at $ 125,000, and they
Lad la rge herds of stock of all kinds, fiuo farms and improvernents. The troop::; ancl captives , some 3,500 in.number, lived upon this property for fift.v days.
By the flig-ht to the far north of the most guilty of these bands who escaped ; by the
great sufferings of the Upper Sioux, who have gathered about Fort \Vadsworth, in northeast
Dakota, for the past two years, many of whom have always protested their innocence; by
the execution of 39 of their number; by the long confinement at Davenport of others; by
the sufi'ering of the people taken to Crow creek, of whom full 000 have died; and by the
u~ter loss of their lands and property, it is thought that this people has atonel1 for th e <.;rime
of a part of its number as no people ever before made atonentent, and that it wonld be a dis·
grace to the American people if the poor and humble remains of those tribes are not a llowed
a small tract of land, easy of access and of fertile soi l, where tbey may, under careful agents,
earn their own living, and, under the guidance of their devoted missionaries, continue to display that patience under suffering, and, in regard to too many of them, that forgiveness of
injuries whif·h thei r white brothers have not shown towards them.
l herewith return the communication of Mr. Burleigh.
All of which is respectfully submitted .
Very ruspectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, CommissioneT~

llon. J AME'

HARLAN,

Secretary of the Interior.

No. 105.
CROW CREEK AGENCY,

May 2 , 1 66.
DEAR SrR: I h ave just been writing a couple of letters to Commissioner Cooley, and concluded to write you on several items, most of which are only alluded to in my letters to him.
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The Indinns of this agency are i'n several respects peculiarly situated. They seem in mHny
respects YNY unfortunate . To -day they are just starting by land for their new horne in Niobrara.
Could tlH'Y have been started tv1·o or three wePld; ago, they could have had twenty -£. ve or
thirty yokP of cattle to move vYitb, instead of only fifteen, as now; they could have been do·wn
there in time to get a spring crop of corn in; now if they get one-fourth of one th ey wi ll do
well. As it is, they leave a larg·e amount of b,ftggage to be sent by boat. But they go
cheerfully, being anxious to be off mther than run· the risk of waiting fo r another chance.
About their moral condition, I bad often heard of their' devotion and w hat ·was being doJJe
fur them morally. Yesterday I attended t.beir service; a bouse 22 by 24, poorly fitted up. is
their church and school-bouse. Mr. 'Williamson, their missionary, was away; but Mr.
Pond, their teacher, who, as well as Mr. ,V., speaks the language well, having both been
brongbt up among them, beiug tl)c sons of missionaries. The house was filled full, ann a
good many WC're unable to get in, whkh they tell. me is generally the case. The service
consi~ted of sing-ing, prayer, and exuortation by the teacher and several of the Indians . 1
was highly gratified with the entire exercises. The promptness, devotion, and general decorum
wonld be a pattern ft)r Christian whites anywhere. 'fherc are, I learn, over two hundred
consistlmt members of the church at this place; their average attendance of chi ldren at school,
I learn, during the past year is about I)inety. I do hope, as they-have given since coming here
snch goorl cviclmce of trying to do what. is right, they will have substantial encouragement.
It sef'ms to me that the men who have devoteu their lives to tl1e good of this people ought
to be aided in tbeir efforts in every possible 1vay. The universal testimony as to these Indians is that, as to intelligence, reiiu.bilit.y, dil igence, and morality, they are among other
Indian. in tho country like light in rt clark place. 'l'he testimony of all I hear is t hat the
religion they profess makes them decidedly better. I should hope that so decid edly bene . .
fiC'.ial an intlncncr~ may receive proper encour~:~gement, both for their ovvn sake, as also the
salH•s of those Int1ians who are to be in the immediate neighborhood. . My judgment is th at
11:> Hoon as possible a good snbstnntial school-bouse, not less than ~4 hy 40 feet., Ollgbt to be
built aud pnt at their dil'posal at once. They coulJ use this for a time as a church also,
thoug-h it would not be large enough to accommodate all. There are a number ofindians h ero
v.-Jwsc: chnmcter and conduct oug.ht to be con sidered. One came to me this morni ng, called
tl1e SomtdiJJg Cloud, who, after LloiJJg ·all he conlJ to prevent the raid of the Indians in
1\[inucsota, did what he could, and frequently at great personal risk, to rescue whites from
the cruC'lty aml wrongs of Lis natioJJ. He is known to !Jave r efie.ued, with the aid of his
party, six women and children from the cruel fate of prisoners; ot.hers, aud several of tlwm,
too. hnYe ~u1 ~'Xcel!Pnt n~coru on the same subjed, and yet they have alln.s yet to share the
same common cur.;c of :M innesota Sioux Indians. It. does seem to me that if southern Christ!all rebel:; a11d southern Christian Indian rebels are being pardoned, and th<'ir righls to land
and property restored to them, there oug·lit to be some little rela.xfttion of the rigor of punishment. awl some little sho w of mercy and kindness to ibesc; but as these seem to have no
l1elprr or hope, except in the Interior DC'partment, may it JJot be hopetl that the l;indness
commPtJcr'd with those at Davenport vYill be coutimwd tmtil aU wl1Ll are properly disposed
sbnll be aided and ulessed? I think, before leaving this subject., that a good manual-labor
scLool or bcrarding-scbool, uuder the charge of the men now teaching tl1ese Indi ans, would
do very mucl1 good, both to those and neighboring· India,ns; it could accommodate tl1e Ponca::; to (L ecrtaiu extent, us also the Yanktons, and others above.
·
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Yours, re, pectfull y, &c.,

lion .J.un:s HARLAN,
...,·Lcntary of the interior.

HENRY W. REED, Special Agent, &;c.

No. 106.
DEPART:tlE~T OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIH.S,

June 4, 1866.
~fR: I haYe tl.e honor to report, in compliance \vith your directions, upon tbe following
Ho11H· resolution of the~ I !';t ultimo, viz:

"""lwreas it has Lern allegPd tlmt the Sioux Indians of Minnesota, who ''"ere engaged in
the mn .. .-acrc in thut .:tatf' in I U:!, have hN·n removed thercfrolll, and a location fort hPir l'ermar.C'nt tesi<11·nce bel<:ctcd in one of the org-aniz"d and sPttl d counties ofN ebraf'lca, contiguous
to the white sett!ements of Dakota, uud but a short distance above the capital of that Ter"
ritor ·; und
'' \\'llr-r1·Rs mo. t .if n~>l n1.1 of the lnnu suitable for cultivation in the ueighborhood of . aill
cont<:mplat rl lo1·at1on 1. 111d to haYe Ltcn purcha:cd from the 0~'~'Overnmcnt, and is now lleld
by prh·nte inrlivirlunl. : Tit ·rcfi,re, ·
·
/:c. olrnl, That tlw .:N·rctar: of tlu: Int rior lJe reqne ted to inform the IJon o whetlwr
·1y arr:tllfrf•m<·nt hn. · IH•cn nmde or is contemplated for the J>nrd.:tse of private lands
r otl rr property for the accommodation of &aid Indians, and, if so, the qnnutity of
.aid 1 nd aud improv met t . o purchased or to be pun·ho. e , aud the uau!Ps of tho
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parties from whom said purchase has been made, and the amount which bas been or is
to be paid for said purchases, and also the total number of acres of land held by indivit1uals,
whether in a private or corporate capacity, embraced within the exterior boundaries of said
reservation, and by what authority said Indians have been removed and located, and said
purchases have been or are to be made." The Indians which have been removed , and whom
' it is proposed to remove to the reservation ,referred to, are1st. The Indians that have been located at the Crow ereek 1·eservation, consisting of the
old men, women, and children ot the Sioux Indians, who surrendered to, and were captured
by, General Sibley, in 186:5, together with some seventy-five who were pardoned by President Lincoln, and were sent there about a year and a half since.
2d . The S ioux India.u prisoners, some twp hundred in number, who have for some three
. years past been confined at Davenport, Iowa.
3d. The Sioux in 'Minnesota, who were friendly to the United States during the outbreak
in 1862, and who are at present in a destitute condition in that State.
As to the latter, no steps have yet been taken for th eir removal to the ne'" reservation,
and for full information as to the removal of those recently at Crow creek and Davenport, as
. far as this office is at present advised, refere)lce is made to the reports of Superintendent
Tay lor, of the 3d ultimo, and Special Agent Kilpatrick, of the J 9th ultimo, copies of which
are herew.ith enclosed, marked A and B. It will be seen, by reference to the report of Agent
Kilpatrick, thttt he speak8 very highlyoftlle iutelligence and docile and submissive disposition of the Davenport prisoners.
For the purpose of a reservation, townsllips tJJirty-one and thirty-two, ranges five and six
west, in Nebraska Territory, were reserved fi'om sale by virtue of the Presiuent's order. of
February 27, 1866.
·
Of ihe nature and extent of the claims and improvements of private p arties within the
limits of th e four townships embraced by this reservation, tllis office has no information beyond that furnished in Superintendent Taylor's report above referred to, who states, "I J.,ad
a meeting with ttll the settlers, (heads of families,) ten in number, and said to them that the
lands owued by them would be appraised by the government at a fair rate, and that they
would be paid a fair pric.e fo r their improvements. This seemed to satisfy them. I told all
of them to put in as mueh corn, potatoes, and other vegetables as pos~ible, and ihat they would
be paid for their growing crops in the appraisement of tho lan cl:;;. There are about three
hundred acres of broke land, well fenced, and in good cultivation." In reference to the a rrangement made for their purchase, tltis has been contemplated by the estimates for appropriations by this office heretofore submitted to you, ao.; will be seen by reference l1ereinafLer
made. The selection of this reservation, and the location of the Indians on the same, is llone
under the authprit.y conferred by the act of Congress of March 3, l 86:3, (Statutes at Large,
vo! nn1e 1~, page 819,) providing for the selection of a tract of land ''well adapted to agricultural purposes," ''outside of tl1c limits of any State." The reservation at Crow creek w as
first selected, but pnlVing, after three years' trial, not to be adt>ptecl for the purposes of a
reser vation, bas been abandoned, and the present location selected .
Tbe estimates for appropriations, submi tted with report of this office of th e 20th of April
last, include an item which, if appropriated by Congress, will be suffic:ient to cover the expenses of removing the Indians to, and the purch~Lse of improvements of settlers upon, tho
new rese rvation .
As bearing upon this subject, I would respectfu1ly refer to my report to you of the 18th
instant, in response to Senate resolution in relation to these Indian:;, and as stating the circumstances uuder which the massacre in Minnesota took place, a copy of which report is
herewith in cluded , marked C.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissione r.
Ilon. JAMES HARLAN,
Sec1·etary of the Interior.

No. 107 .
DEPARTME~T OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D . C., April 5, 1866.
Sm: You are hereby detailed as a special agent of this department to proceed immediate!:( to D~Yenport, Iowa, for the purpose of delivering to Mr. - - - the instructions
b errw1th bavmg reference to the charg-e of Santee Sioux prisoners now at that place upon
their propo. eel removal to Nebraska Territory. In case Mr. - - - is at Davenport anil
ready to undertake the duties intrusted to him by these instructions, you vvill deliver tl1 em
to, him, when your duties will end; but if ~e is not at Davenport, or, being presen.t, sh<tll
fa1l to accept and enter at once upon the d1scharge of the duties referred to, you will consider these instructions a<J addre ·sed to yourself, and proceed to execute them to tho best of
your ability.
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You will, as .a special messenger of the department, be allowed your necessary travelling
aud other expenses, to be paill either upon presentation of your account, with memorandum
of items certified upon honor, with such vouchers as you are able to procure, or as commutation for mileage at the u sual rateR.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. HARLAN, Secretary.
E. KILPATRICK, Interior Department.

On this 24th day of April, 1866, the above-mentioned Sioux Indians were placed in my
eare, under a m111tary escort, on board the steamer Dora, ascending the Missouri river at St.
Joseph, Missouri, by E. Kilpatrick, special agent of the Indian department.
JEDEDIAH BROWN,
Special Indian A.!!ent.
$r10.

ST. JOSEPH, April24, 1866.
R eceived of E . Kilpatrick fifty d1)llars on account of services and expenses as ~pecial In
dian agent.
JEDEDIAH BROWN.

No.108.
.DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 0FFH:E OF IX:QIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, D. C., Mu.y 19, l866.
Sm: Having been appointed special agent of the Interior Departnl.ent to supervise the
xemoval of tbe Santee- Siom~ Indian prisoners lately in military custody at Davenport, Iowa,
I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instructions, I left Washington dty on the
6th ultimo and arrived at Davenport on the 9th, and immediately had an intervi ew with
Lieutenant Mitchell, 3d United States infantry, military commander of that po ~t , and under
his charge, as commander of the escort, the prisoners, as well as some women and children,
numberiug in all 247, were on the lOth of Ap1il placed on board the Pembina and at once
started for t. Louis. One of the Indian prisouers, named Iparte, who had been sick several
days, died on the 11th of April, and was buried next day below Loui siana in the State of
Missouri.
We arrived at St. Louis on the 12th, and on the next d-ay the Indians were transferred to
tl1e teamer Cora, and a new military escort placed in charge, commanded by Brevet M~~jor
Dickey, l :~tlt nitcd States infantry. We remained in St. Lou1s until the afternoon of the
15th, and then started for and up the Missouri river, and arrived at St. Josep!J, Missonri, on
the 24th of April m the evening, at which time and place I was met by Mr. J edediah Brown,
special ag nt, to whom I delivered the instructions of the department, as I had been directed
t<> ~o in the event of meeting such an agent, and transferred to L!m ~be s~perv i sion of the
Iodtans . When I transferred the business to Mr. Brown, I patd h1m fifty dollars of the
money advauced to me for expenses, and took his receipt therefor, which, together with his
certificate of the transfer, is herewith returned.
·
In arldition to the foregoing brief narrative of my connection with tl'H3 business of removing
these Indians, I take the liberty to add a few remarks in relation to them, founded on obser·
vntiou and information. I found the Indians much more intelligent than I bad expected .
M1my of them can read and write in t.b~ir own language. and have book for use in their reli""ious exercises, pr pared, as I was informed, by mi sionaries who had been laboring for
their in truction. They held religious services regularly twice a week, which w re conducted in a. good order and with as much apparent devotion as those of any religious assembly l ver aw.
During the transit the men were employed much of the time in mak.ing bows and arrows,
pipes and other thing for ale, and di.·plnyed mechanical skill which would be creditable to
more cultivat d p ople. The wom n were engaged in making various artides of beadwork. All ·cern ·dwell pl a. d that they were once more to have a home wh<'re they could
cnltivat com, beans, &c., and said they understood ploughing and other farru work and
cutting timber.
I was informed by Lieutenant Mitchell that during the time the Indians bad been under
hi care at D av nport th y had been very qui t and orderly, aud he expressed the ·ouvi~tion
that th ·y would remain pcaceabl wh n placed at their new home; and I am sati~;fird, from
my ob. rvn.tion of th~:ir conduct during th time they were under my supervision, that the
opinion of the lif"nt ·uunt i. orrect, and thllt th y will not only b peac able hut industrious,
and ifth ·ir indn. try i prop rly dir cted by those having the oversight of them, thPy will
oon be ~Jf-su. tuining and pro ·perous.
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I cannot leave this subject without expressing the gratification afforded by the courtesy
and kindness of the officers eommanding the military escorts, and their attention to the wants
of the I ndian s.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. KILPATRICK, Special Agent.

Ron. D. N.

COOLEY,

Commissioner of Indian Ajfai1·s.

No. 109.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., May 23, 1866.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receip t of y our communication of the 22d
ultimo, enclosing copy of resolution of House of Represent~r.ives relative to the reservation
for th e San.tee-Sioux Indians, of townships :31 and 3;2, range 5 and 6 wes t, in Ncbra;;ka
T erritory, by President's order of February"27, 1866, and asking for a rep ort up on the con- 1
ditio;u of lands therein referred to.
.
~
In reply I herewith enclose a diagram of the reservation, showing the extei '\r lines of
each settlement made therein, and a li's t of the settlers, with an alphabetical r :erence to
th eir respective claims, also the area of each.
The total area of the reservation is 8 1, 518.65 acres, of whi ch 4,16G.~O acres are covered
by settlements; leaving vacant and unapprop1iated, 77,353.35 acres . .I herewith ret urn the
House resolution.
I am, sir, very" respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. ED_j.fUNDS, Comm·issioner.

Ron.

J AMES HAR LAN,

Secreta1·y of t!te Interior.

No. 110.
FAlUllAULT, M lN N ., June 21, 18G5.
Sm : I have the honor to report th at I received my eommission and instructions on the
12th instant, and, in obedience to these instructions, left for St. rani on the moming of the
JGth ins tant to confer with Bishop Whipple in rcfereneo to matters requiring ear ly attention.
On arrivin g at St. Paul I learned that the bishop resided here. Upon coming here, fou nd
th e bishop· absent from home, and I have been unable to see him until to-day ; but in the
mean time had con ferrec with Dr. Daniels and Mr. Alexand er Faribault, and had v isited the
Indians here, and ·had seen their growing crops, and have since had an inte rview with Bishop
Whipple.
As the result of these interviews and investigations I have to report that, immediately
upon receiving your telegram that th ese people would not be removed thi s season, nncl that
they should make a crop, Bishop Whipple procured of Mr. Faribault, free of charge, the
use o'f some thirty acres of land for the season, upon which to raise a crop, and upon the
same day procured the necessary seed, empl oyed plough teams, set them at work, and
cam:ed the Indians to foll ow· the ploughs with the Feed ; and thus, in the shortes t poss ibl e
time, the ground was planted . The crop consists of corn , potatoes, and garden vegetab' es,
and, although from two to three weeks later than simi lar crops iu the vicinity, th ey are looking w ell and promise to m~tture. B ishop Whipple hfLS expended, in procuring plough tettms
aud seed, as above, and in the purchase of sorne indispem;able agricultural implements for
the use of the Indians, as he informs me, a li ttle over one lmndrcd clolh1rs . There arc twelve
families of these Indi::ms !J ere, comprisin g sixty-five souls, fomteen of whom are men, so me
of them aged . They are all living in tents on the land of Mr. Faribault. At presen t they
are almost w hnlly dependent upon him for subsistence. ·when he hac:; work for t hem, which
is only a portion of the time, they work for hi m, aud he pays them wages, ttnd w hen they
need flour he lets them have it frum his mi ll without any certainty of getting his pay. White
people do not employ them. Mr. Faribault informs me that the ginseng sell.son commences
in July and continues into October, durillg which season they can do something towards
obtainin g a living. But oven this resource is liable to fail them , as t bey are not allowed to
dig on the land of wh ite men, and Mr. .Faribault's land has been pretty well dug over heretofore, and gin eng is of slow growth, and w hen the ground has been once dng over it require seveml seasons to renew itself. On the whole, it i~ quite apparent tl1at th ese people
are now living upon , and must continue to cl<:pend in a g reat measure for some time to come
upon the charity of Mr. :Faribault (who rannot afford such liberality) or tbe benevolence of
others, unless the government assists them. The n eat and tidy appearance of their ~odges,
their attempts, with their scanty means, to kePp up the show of civilized life in the1r deep
poverty and destitution, are evideuces that they have seen better days. Th ey seem preeminently entitled to the kind, fostering care of the government. They have long since
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discarded the habits and customs of savage life ; they read the New Testament in their
native tongne; they are a civilized, Ch ristian people. I n order to supply for a season their
urgent n\lcessities, and to prevent their becoming a burdensome charge upon individual
cbarity, I respect!'ull)· recommend that tbe sum of five or six hundred dollars be placed in
the hanc1s of Bishop Whipple for their benefit, to be exprnded as their necessities shall require. There are several fam ilies of this tribe at different places 'in this part of the State, of
whose number and cor.ditwn I have as yet no reliable information. My post office address
at present is St. Paul.
I have the honor to remaiu, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SHUBAEL P. ADAMS,
Special (Jommissione1·.
Hon. D. N . CooLEY,

CorMm;.Ssim,et of Indian Affairs, Tflasltington, D. C.

No. 111.
81'. PAUL, June 25, 18G6.
SIR: IPJ.ompliance with your instructions to make such inquiri es as will enable me to
report full. and in detail the facts tl:at shall enable the department to make t.he distribution
(Jf money aLborizecl by "An act of Congress for the relief of eertain friendly Indians of the
ioux Nat; on, in Minnesota," approved February 9, l 865, g·i ving th e names of Indians sup po!:ed to be entiiled to said bounty, and a brief statement of their claims thereto, and to
d esignate some proper person to whom the same can be sent for delivery to them, I have the
honor tv report that at my first interview with the I{ight Reverend Bishop ·whipple, on the
21st instant. he informed me that he had already collected material, consisting of letters and
s tateJnents from sundry individuals cognizant of facts bearing upon the subject, ~tlso stat.e!nents of fi·ienclly Indians and others who l1 ad personal knowledge of the condnct of different
Indians at the Lin1e of and immediately after th e massacre; based upon which, he had in
process of completion a report of tbe matter in detail, such as your instructions require me
to make. The bishop bas since completed his report, and it is herewith enclosed.
I have carefully examined the s :;,~,tcments and letters relied upon in a great measure by the
bishop in making up his report, have had interviews with several of the persons who made
these st~Ltements, have heard their stories, had a long interview with General Sibley upon
the suu.Ject, and have procured fi·om him his letter to you of the. 23d instant, herewith
en~!~ ed; and af~er ~ fu_ll and careful examination of the subject, I am cleci~eclly ~f ti:e
opmwn that the. cl1~tnbutwn of the bounty in question as recommended by the b1sbop lll lns
e~clos~d report Is JUst and equitable to all concerned, and, if approved by the department,
\\ 11l eff~ctuall.Y carry out the intention of Congress iu that regard . ·
.The followmg are the persons named in the report of tbe bishop as entitlell to the bounty,
With the sum to which each is supposed to be entitled set against his name:
An-pe-tu-to-ke-cJJa, (Other Day,). ·- ____ . ___ -·. ____ .. __________ ._. ____ ... ____ $2,500 00
Taopi, chief, (Wounded Man,) . ____ . ___ .... ____ .. ____ .. _~ ___ . ____ .. ____ .. _. _
500 00
Paul-rnaza-lier-ta-mane . . __ ... ____ .. ____ .. _____ . ____ . _.. ____ .. ____ . ___ . ____
500 00
Lorenzo Lawrence, To-waute-tonna. ___ . ____ .. ____ .. ____ .. ____ . ___________ 500 00
500 00
'imon, Anang-mani . ___ ..... _ . _.. _. ____ .. ____ . ____ .. ______ . _____ . _____ ____
Wah-kiu-yan-wa!lhte, (Good Thunder,) . _____ .. ____ ._ .. _. _____ .. ____ .. ____ . __
250 00
Wah-kiu-yan-ta-wa, (His Thunder.) . ... _ .. _.. ____ .. __ . ___ . _________ .. _____ .
250 00
Enos, \Ya-:a-ho-waslJta. ___ . _. ___ ~ .. ____ ... ___ . ____ . _. ____ . _.. ____ . ____ ____
250 00
Tu-kan-wi-chas-ta. ____ .. ____ .. ____ .. _____ .. ____ ... ____ .. ____ .. ___ .. _. _____
J 00 00
\V u.-kan-cha-ma-za . . __ ... ____ .. ____ . _____ . _. _.. ____ .. ____ . ______ . ____ . ____
150 00
Peter, Tupe-ta-tan-kee .... _________ . __ .. ____ ·-- __ ..... ·--. ____ .... __ . ______ .
JOO CO
Solomon, Tan-ka-uc-ce-ge ___ ,. ________ .. __________ .. __________ .. _____ ______
100 00
Solomon, \Vi-clmh-noon-pa. ____ .. ____ .. _____ . _____ . ____ .. ______ . _.. __ .. ____
100 00

~~~nul~:ai{~~~?m!~: ~: -_ ~ ~ ~ -_ ~ ~ ~ -_ -_ ~: -. ~ ~ ~ ~: -_ ~ ~ ~ ~::::::::::: ~::::::::::::::::: :·

1~~ ~~

~\~~~PI~{~~~.-.-_-_-_-.-.-_·_-_-_~·_-_·_~-.-.-.·.-.-_-_-_-_-.-.-.-.~: ::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::

~~ ~~

Ah-k -pa.h.-- . ..... ---.--.--.-.---- .. --- - ... ---- .. ---- .. -----. ---.-.-.-.--

50 00

Amos,

Ecbe-to-]~:e-yr.. .. ---.

---.------.------- _--- -- ___ . _____ . __ . _____ ----- _
Iarph-de-ye-win, (. 'arah Farmer,).-----_ .-- ___ . __ __ .. _____ . _. _______ .. _____
Thomas Hohertson.----- . ----- --- .. ---- .. ---- ... -- .. - ____ . _____ . _____ . _. __
Thoma Robinson .... ---- ·-----·--- --------·· ----··----·-------·------____
Wa-ba-:ha'v --- ........ --- .. - .. ---.- .. ---. ---· .. - -- ... . _ .. _. ______ . _ .. ____
Robert Hopkin:, Cha:;-ka-dan ............ ·----- ··----· ------ ---· --·- --·· --··
Reuben, 'fu.h-hopp-wa-kau. ---- .. ---- .. ____ .. ______ .. ___ .. ____ .. _____ . ____ .
\ a-kan-mane ..... --. · · .. - ---· ·-- ....... ___ .. .. __ .. __ . ___ .. __ . ____ ... _--·
Duuiel Renvi II~.-.- .. ---- -- .. -.-. - .... _. _. . ____ . _____ . . ____ . ____ . ____ . __ . _
Antoine 1 om·illc.- ... --- ... --- •·.---- ... __ -• ... ___ . ___ .. ______ . ____ -. _____

100
50
J00
100
100
150
J 00
100
100
100

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
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Cba-tan·s.h an ..... ...... ........•.•..•.... .. .... .... ............. . ...... • .
Muk-a-pee-a·,>va-kan-za ..••................................................
Chat-tan-in-dah·wa ..................................................... . .
'Va-parsh- ne ...............•...••.. .' ........................ , ...... . .... . .
An1-pa-de·chab-ah ........................... -.- ... ....... ........... .. ..... .
Mnck·a·pee-in-de-nah-zbi .. .• .... .. ..•........ .... . .. .•. . ..................
Ile-sh u-sha ......................•................................. .. ... . .
Wa-can-to ...... . ..... •.. . .. .......... .. ................. . . . ..... . ... . . . .
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50
50
50
50
50
50
50

00
00
00 .
00
00
00
00
00

7,500 00
I ask that thP brief statement of ground of claim of the above-named parties, detai led in
I3i::>bop Whipple's report, be taken as part of this report; and beg ]eave to say that the last·
named eleven persons recommended to be en titled to receive fi t'1y dollars each were put upon
the list at the suggestion of General SilJley, wbo personally knows them, and that they were
so recommended as proper persons to be remembered by tbe government in this distribution,
llo t on account of thei r performing a11y marked act of heroism in the rescue of captives, but
because by timely and continueJ efforts in a less conspicuous manner than their brethrrn
they contributed to the same result. Hence, no more partieular statement of their claims
is made.
I enc lose herewith the following letters, statements and papers referred to above, as the
basis mainly of the distribution herein recommended, viz:
Statement of Taopi, marked A; statement of Lorenzo Lawrence, marked I3; statement of
Miss Emily J . West, marked C; statement of John Other Day, marked D; letter of H.ev.
Samuel D . Hinman, marked E; state ment of Good Thunder, marked F; letter of George
H . Spencer, marked G ; staterner.t of vVa-kan-cha·ma-za, marked H; letter of Rev. S. R.
Riggs, marlred I; letter of Rev. Thomas S. Williams, marked J; letter of .Miss Williamson,
marked K; statement of George H. Spencer, marked L; pawpblet referred to in the bishop's
raport, marked M. The credibi li ty of each of the aboF·mcutioncd persons is vouched for
either by Bishop Whipple or General Sibley.
I concur in the rocomrnendatio:B. of Dr. Jared \V. Daniels, of Faribault, as a suitable
person to receive and distribute this bounty. I earnestly recommend for the a!Jproval of the
departm ent tho foregoing scheme of distribution reported by Bishop Wllipple, and in conclusion beg leave to sug·gest that s~ve.ral of :he persons named iu that report as entitled to
bounty are at present in extremely md1gent cJrcum.;tances.
I have tLe honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient serv ant,
SHUilAEL P . ADAMS,
Special Commissivne1·.

Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian A tfairs, Wash ·i ngton, D C.

No. 111 a.
FARIBAULT, June 22, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your request, I have collected sueh
testimouy
is within my reach concerning the friendly Sioux who performed acts of
bravery in rescuing whiLe captives. or sig·nalizecl in some marked manner thei1: frieuclsb ip for
the \Yhites durin(5 tho massacre of 1862.
There is posit1vo injustice in the appropriation of so miserable a pittance to testify our
gratitude; a much larger sum would not pay the amount which we honestly owe th t•sn meu.
The government was the trustee of the lJ pper and Lower Sioux. It hell! several millions uf
dollars for their benefit-the joint property of the tribes. Th ese frienuly Sioux bad abandoned
thr ir wild life and adopted the dress, hab its, and customs of civilization, and in doin g t lJi il,
which plA.ced them in open opposition to the trad itions of their tribes, they were pledged the
protection of the gover~ruent . By a mistaken policy, by positive nr.gleet _to provide_a gov·
ernment, by the perverswn of funds due them for the sale of one-baH the1r reservatwn, by
withholdin g their annuities until two months after they were due, (which was caused by the
u. e of a part of these funds for cla ims,) by permitting other causes of dissatisfaction to go on
unclwcked, we provoked the hostility of the wild Indians, and it went on until it ripened iu
massacre. The e fttrmer Inuians bad been pledged a' patent for their farms; unless we
violated onr. oleum pledge, these la.nds were theirs by a title as valiu as any title could be.
They had largo crops, sufficient to support General S11Jley's army for a number of weeks.
They lost all they had-crops, stock, clothing, and furniture . In addition to this they wore
deprived of thei f share in these aunnities and for fonr years have li vec1 in very grNtt suffering.
You can judge whether the sum of five th n. aud dollars shall be deemed a just reward fol'
th e bravery and fiJclity of men who, at tho ri sk of their own lil'es, were instrumental iu
saving ·white captives, and maintained tbeir friendship to the whites.
. .
I submit to you, sir, (and through you hope to reach all who fear God and lovoJnStJco,)
whether the very least we can do fox all the friendly 'ioux is not to fulfil tLe pledge~ ..,.\·e

as
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made years ago and give to each of_ them a paten~ of eighty acres of land, build them a house
and provide them cattle, seed, and Implements of huslmndry.
. .
It would be useless to divide tLis small sum among so many, and I have therefore dlVH]ecl
it amon(l" those whom General Sibley, Heverends Mr. Williamson, Riggs, Hinman, Mr. Geo.
H. Sper~cer, who are best fitted to judge, deem the most worthy.
Other Day, (as appropriated by Coug·ress, An-p<>-tu-to-ke-cha,).- --- -.---- ---- -- $2, 500 00
There i~ no reason why Other Day should receive a reward of five times that of
men who encouut erec1 double the danger.
Taopi chief theWoundcd Man .·-· ·- -----------·-------------------------500 00
He 'was tt'1e leallcr in tbe rescue of the whole number of captives, two hundred
and firty-five in all . ~ee testimony of General Sibley, George H . Spencer, ancl
Rev . Mr. Hinman. The certifi~atc of General Sibley is as fo llows:

CAMP RELIANCE, October 4, 1862.
The bearer, Taopi, or Wounded Man, is a civilized Sioux Indian, who deserve::; tl1e gratitude of the American people for having been principally instrumental in Sttving the lives of white women and children dm·iug the late Indian
war. I co nmlCull him to the kind consideration and attention of 311 citizens of
the United States.
H. H. SIBLEY,
Colonel Commanding.
Paul-maza-ker-ta-mn,ne. _. _.. . __--· ,. ____ .. ••.. --- _ -·-- .---. ____ ......... --.
5CO 00
General Sibley, Messrs. Williamson, Riggo;, H inman , George H. Spencer, Taopi, am] other:, beHr witness to the bravery of this man in openly denouncing,
iu ~oun~il, the hostile Indians, and at all times, at the risk of life, declaring his
fidelity to us.
Lorenzo Lawrence, 'l'o-wante-toma. ___ .. __ .. ______ . ____ . ______ .. ______ .. ___ .
500 00
Gencml iulcy, Mess1s. Willia~son, R iggs, Hinman, Taopi, and Spencer,
bear witne"s to hi: fidelity. At tbcWl·i;;k of 'life he rescued ten wllite captives anJ
brought them to Fort Ridgely.
~
Simon An-ang-ma.ni. _____ . _. __ .. . __ ..• •.• _. ___ __ _ . __________ . ______ .. ___ .
. 500 00
General Sibley, Messrs. "Williamson, Riggs, and Hinman, bear witness to his
fidelity: He ret;we'd four captives and brought them to Fort Ridgely.
\Vah-km-yan-wash-te, Good Thunder. _____ ... __ . _. _______ ___ . ____ . . _... _--250 00
Taopi I.Jears wituess to l1is great assistance. He signed vVa-ba-shaw's name
to the letter to General Sibl<>y. Geo. H . Spencer speaks of him as next to Taopi.
He was threatened with death bv Little Crow.
\Vah-kin-yan-ta-wa,· His Thunder. ___ .... ______ .. ___ __ __ . __..... -- .... --- -250 00
He saved Geo II. Spencer after he was wounded an<l carrieii him thr011gh the
hostile Sioux in his arms, and on many occasions stood between him and death.
It was one of the most remarkable acts of bravery on record . He is dead . He
}Jas left two very promising children, who ought to receive the reward of their
father's bravery, especially since he died in our service. I recommend that it
shall be paid to Mr. Spcn~er, who feels the deepest interest in their welfare.
Enos, \Va-!ia-ho-wa~h - ta. __________ .. _____ . ____ ... ---. ____ . ---- ---- - .. ----250 00
. 'aved the lives of Mr. McLaren, Mr. \V alker, and their families, and greatly
mded Rev. Messrs. Williamson and RiggH, and ·w as of tl1e party who rescued
Mrs. Huggins and children, going into the tamp of the hostile Kioux for tlmt pnr·
p se. ll e is dead, but leaves a wife and children . I recommend that the reward
of their father's bravery shall be paid to t!Je H.ev. Dr. Thomas \V. Williawsou for
th(•ir bent·fit.
·
100 00
Tu-kau-wi-~uas-ta .. __ .. _--· ______ . __ --------- ---- ---- ---- ------- .. - .. - --·
\Va onP of tLe six tepes that received the two hundred and fifty-five captives
at the tilne 'f1Lopi res~ued them.
150 00
\Ya-kan-cha-ma-za ______ ·----- ·----- ------ ---- -· ·----- ------ ...... ---- --·\Va · one of the. ix tepes that received the wllite captives. He also, at the risk
of hi life, carried 'laurJi's letter to a place where it could be sent to General 'ib lPy.
Pet·r, Tu-pe-tu-tan-kee ...... --·· ·----· ------------ ·----- - ----- ___________ _
100 00
Ile "a the fir. t who offered aid to Rev. Dr. Williamson and family, and the
doctor 11praks warmly of his fid •lity.
· olonwn, Tan-ka-uc-ce-ge .. -- .. ______ . ____ . _________ .... _. __ .. __ ...•.. ___ _
100 0
Mi.-s Willi:uu ·on u.ttriuutcs her afE>ty to tLis man and
, olomon. \Vi-~hah-uoon-pn .. _.. ________________ . ____________ ....... __ ......
100 00
Zoe lla-pn.---. ---- - ... ___ . - ___________ .. ___ .. __ . _________ •. _____________ _
50 00
An Indian woman, who ut gr ut ri;;k brought provisions to the island where Mr.
Rigg uml parry wer ecn~t ·d.
100 00
John B. lten\·ille ...... ---- ·----- -----· ____ ------ --·--- ------------- -----·
. U ·v ..~1· ·. r.,_. William. on and l'iggs peak of his aid to them and his assistance
lll the final a.cty of two hundred uud fifty-five captives.
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Amos E-che-to-ke-ya .........................•............... . .. _. ___ -----He was one who guarded Mr. Riggs and party, and also was one of the party
who rescued Mrs. Higgins.
Marph-cl e-ye-win, Sarah Farmer. ..........................•................
Hev. l\Ir. Hinman says this woman attempted to go and warn th e whites; saved
Mr. Prescott, who was afterward murdered, and saved by bringing all the vestments and sacred vessels of our mission.
Thon1as :Robertson ...............•....• - •.. - ..•...........• _........... _..
Thomas Robinson ...... ··--··------ •... ·----· ............ ------ ......... .
. Taopi says these young men carried his letter and brought t.he answer from
General Sibley, when, if discovered, it would have been punished with death.
Wa-ba-sbaw ................ _........................................... .
' Vab-ldn-yan -w ttsh-te says that he signed Wa-ba-sbaw's name to the letter to
General Sibley. He was evidently timid. H is band was hostile and be could
not act openly. His own son -in-l aw charged his death (he was hung) upon Wab a-shaw. I am convinced of his fidelity.
Robert Hopkins, Chas-ka-dan .......................... - .................. .
Rev. Messrs. Williamson and Riggs speak of his aid in their deliverance. He
was one who rescued Mrs. Huggins.
.
Reuben, Tah-hopp-wa-kan ...................•.. - ..... - ... . ..••••....••.. --vVa-kan-n1a-ne .. : ....... ___ ..........................•.......... _ ... ~ ... .
After Mr. Hugg:ins was murdered these men took care of her and her children
during her captivity, and evinced great kindness.
Daniel Renville ............ . ...........................•.....••...• _•.. __ .
Was one of the party who rescued Mrs. Huggins from captivity.
Antoine Renville. _-_ .... _...... . ..................................... __ ..
He gave Mr. Riggs first notice of outbreak.
.
General Sibley bas given me the names of the following persons as deserving
of aid:
Pay-Pay .................................•..............................
vVe-ish-kean ...................................•.........................
Tu-kan-e-cb e-ya ................................................·......... .
This man provided for as Solomon Tan-ka-ac-ce-yo. This should be Ah-ke-pah.
Cl1a-tan-shan ............................................................ .
1\fuk-a-pec-a-wa-kan-za ............•..•...................................
Chat-tan-in-dab-wah ..........·...................................•........
Wa-parsh-ne ....... - .............. --- -·· ....... ~ ........................ .

$:00 00

t:~~1~~~~~~~~i~~~~~~~h~~ili.· _· _· _· _-_·_· _-_-_· _-_-_-_-_· _-_-_-_·_ -_-_-_' _-_-_· _· _-_·_·_·_ ::: ~ ~: :~ ~ ~ ~: : ~ ~ ~: ~

GO 00
50 00
50 00
50 0(}

He-:,hu-sLa ............................................................. .
Wa-cem-to ................ ·.............................................. .

50 00

100 00

100 00
100 00

1GO 00
100 00

100 00
100 00
JOO 00

50 00

50 00
50 00
50
50
50
50

00
00
00
00

7,500 00
·

I have no question of their fidelity, and recom).llend thfLt they h11ve each some reward at
the bands of the government. 1 have no doubt of the fidelity of all the farm er Sioux removed
to Crow creek in J86a, OJ: of many similarly situated among the Upper Sioux. If it be possible, I would EUggest that a like amount shall be paid all such friendly Iudians. It has been
one of the most painful duties to discriminate. betwee n men where I have no doubt of their
fidelity, aud if it br. within the power of the department, you will provide some suitable token
of your approval of the good conduct of all the fi-iendly Indmn s .
_If I am r~ot t~istaken a bil~ was passed by Congress in 18()·2, providing that all these men
s~ould recetv~ e1glJty acres of land and an annuity of $50. If this is so, could you not proVJd~ that the taw shall be fulfilled at an early day? I recom mend Dr. Jared W. Daniels, of
l!'anbault, as a person deeply interested in this people, anJ a proper person to distribute tlte
amounts you sball desire to give the friendly Sioux. I submit herewith the leLters of Taopi,
Lorenzo, Other Day, \Vakinyan \Vashte, Revs. Mr. Rig·gs, Williamson, Hinman, Mr. Geo. H.
Spencer, and a letter of General Sibley; also a pamphlet whidt contains despatches of General Sibley.
Rcg~·etti~g that I am not able to do more for men to whom I feel we owe a debt of gratitude,
and with high regfLrd for yourself, I am yours, faithfully,
H. B. WHIPPLE.
The Hon . COMl\11SSlOKER oF INDIAN A.l<'FAIRS.
P. S.-It is a great wrong t1mt Other Day sl1all receive five times the reward of men whose
fid elity was equally gr at, und whose p('ril was fttr greater. H e was a noble man, but it re·
quired less courage to take his white wife with a large numucr of white me11 to a place of
safety tban it diJ to encounter a whole cu.mp of hostile Indians, or, single-ltanded, to lead
helpless white women through the hostile Indian country. I regard them equally and evcu
more deserving.
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wASHIKGTON

CITY, D . c.,
Srptemue1· 4, 1866.

We were f;nrprised to see a statement in this morning's Chronicle, via Chicago paper, from
Major J as. R. Brown, making· statements as to the failure of the commission treati·ng at Fort
Rice with the Santee-Sioux l ndir.ns, and as this is a1ont a fair sample of reports from such
men on Indian matters, yon will allow us to correct. Major Brown (as he is termed) was
authorized to collect the Santee Indians, so we could meet them for treaty purposes.
Instead of collecting hostile Santees, as was expected, he brought a number of Indians
who claimeu to have been always friendly, several of whom were said to have beenhis·br?thersin-law aud near relativei'. 'Vith these he urrived at Fort Rice. Here he took a spec1al delegation of five or six and came to Fort ::-ully.
·
On his way back be, for we soon found he was at the bottom of the whole, proposed that
we should ma.ke our propositions to the Sautees in ·writing, which we at once deelined, saying
we had treated with all other Indians orally, and should treat 'rvith them in the same way.
We had. eveml con:ultt~.tio n s with the Indians on the boat, but declined making any special
arrangements till we should meet the wlwle delegation at Fort Rice.
AL Rice we m"t the IYltole body, and as there was an independ ent delegation, authorized
by the officer in command of Port Wadsworth to come over to Fort Rice to see us, and as
Brow11's party had planned to keep these men from having anything to say. on the occasion,
there wasfor u. time cotJsiderable friction. After awhile the Brovvn party commenced by referring to tlteir old annnities, tho large amount of them, and demanding their pn.y mcnt. To all
of which we bad only oue answer to make, viz : that we, as commissiollers, did uot claim to
know anything, and certainly had nothing to say on that subjeet, but if they wisbeil to enter
into new treaty relations we were there for the purpose, and should be glad to treat with them.
!-:iome of them became greatly offendeJ because we would not allow their old treaty clain:s,
and nearly all after a little (of Brown's party) became angry and abruptly left the council.
After thi: we went on with our business with otller Indians, and indirectly got them word
that if they didauytbing in the way of treaty they would have to clo so soon, as in a tlay or
two we shot.ld be off. They came around again, perhaps the next tlay, in a better mood,
when, after a free conversation as to their wishes, we prepared a very liberal treaty, granting
them all t hey desired, as we understood them . In this treaty we provided for them a larg-e
rcsPrvation, bnildings, mechanics, &c., but we provided r.lso for the f'xtiuguishing ( cxc.ept the
right. to hunt tid settled by" bites) of their claim to land in :Qakota Territory outside their rescr\'ation. \V e did this because, lst, their claim in our judgment was doubtful, they hfwing for
y<:ars been seWed on reservations in Miuuesota and otlJer Indians from the Mi:;souri river
~laimin.g the Stlme country; 2cl, we thought it time to quiet this claim, and thus save trouule
111 the future, aud al·o from the fa.et we were getting nothing but this as a consideration for
tlte large. amounts we proposeLl to grant them. vVe have uo doubt the Indians ~vhen they
lJCard tlns tr~ttty read would then and there ha.ve signed it readily, ind eed tltey smd as much
to us at tho time; but tbe.v wi~hed time to tltink about the subject, and, as \.Ye expected, on
Monday .morning wheu tlwy came.together again it was all wrong, so we, at their request, gave
them ratiOns to ltt.st Lhem 011 their way !tome, and they left.
\Ve had no doubt then, a.ucl have none now, but if Mr. Brown had had his bills paid by
us, and bet·n provided for as aO'ent with some tho•Isftntls of dollars in money or lauds, given
in ':iew of his long re ·idencc a';.d very valuable service for the g-ood of said In dians-all of
wlnch w~ utterly failed to sec-the wlJO!e matter would have· gone off at once; Lut a::; \YC did
not sec ftt to buy a treaty in that way, it failed.
l~eopectfully your.~,

NEWTON ED\1UNDS,

OH.Rl

The IIon.

GUERNSEY,

HENRY W. H.EED,
Commissioners.
C0:\1;.\ILS.'IONEH oF L.-DTAX AFF.\JUS.

S.\NTEE·SIOPX AG8~CY,

Niourllra, ..V. T., October 1, 1866.
~i

In compliance\\ ith tJ.c r ·gulation of t!.r Indian dcpttrtlllent, I !ttw · the honor hcrc\'itlt to .-uhn.it th • follo\\ iug report, 1clativc to tLe ali'airo of lhis ur•
·ncy for the year end 0
'
itJO"f ctohcrl,J ')j;
"'1 cauuot too laigltly comn;PtHl the t1uiform rroocl conduct of the . 'antce Indin.n: since the
date of my ~~~ t r ·port, C.JH·cinlly dnriurr tJ.e pa.t winter, when, to tlu:ir gt •at an no) nncc,
1 «:lWY full. of now all(} · ·\' ·n· cold wt·athl!l' drove to th~:ir a;;ency som1· . cvcutc1·n hnudrrd
·anl:. u Yuult ouni. , Twu I:cttlc, and Brule ,'ioux Indians, in a starving cox1tlitiou; afta
:

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

241

their ani val the depth of snow increased to such an extent it was impossible for them to leave
for nearly two and a half months, during which time the Santees shared with these starving
supplicants for food the scanty allowance so sparingly dealt ont to them by government.
By the instructions of the department, under date of March 27, 1866, .received from Gov
ernor Edmunds, April 10 and May 22, I was ordered to co-operate with Superintendent
Taylor, undet whose charge the Santee Indians were to be removed from Crow Creek reservation, and accompany them to this place, I left the old reservation at Crow creek, Dakota
Territory, May 28, 1866, and arrived here with the San tees on the 11th day of June. On the
12th I relieved special agent Jedediah Brown, and took charge of the Indians who had lately
been prisoners at Davenport, also of the government property here, which consisted merely
of supplies for the Indians.
.
Previous to my arrival Agent Brown had planted some one hundred and fifty acres in corn
and twelve acres in potatoes; but fift.y acres of the land cropped was enclosed by fence; the
balance of the planting was done in small patches on the open prairie. The utmost vigilance
has been used to guard the growing crop, but, as it is very difficult in this sparsely-timbered
country to get material for fencing, we have been unable to entirely protect them from the
ravages of the white settlers' stock, which are at all times allowed to run at large. The
crops looked well up till about tJ:.le middle of August, when the country was invaded by
countless millions of grasshoppers, destroying in many places every vestige of the growing
crop. Our crop was seyerely damaged. The entire yield will not exceed one thousand bushels
of corn and two hundred bushels of potatoes. This is but a poor return for the labor expended in farming operations iluring the present season. It is very discouraging to the
Indians, and will deter many of them from making any attempt at farming here next year.
The Indian is more easily discouraged than the white man; he will plant only where he is
sure the earth will yield sufficient to reward him for his labor.
The Santee Indians of this agency are inclined to give their attention to agriculture; they
have not the prejudices common to most Indians against settling upon a reservation ; the sad
experience of those who took part in the massacre of the whites in Minnesota has convinced
them of their own weakness, their dependent condition, and the necessity of establishing
friendly relations with the whites. At present, owing to their late removal to this place,
they feel that they are temporarily unsettled, living as they do upon land owned and occupied
by white settlers; this feeling unfits them for labor, begets habits of idleness, and, to a great
extent, prevents them making the necessary exertion to obtain comforts that are within their
reach. We cannot expect any permanent improvement, or that the Santees will evince any
great desire to cultivate the soil as a means of subsistence, until they realize that this is tqcir
home; that they are not trespassing upon the rights of white men who were here before them,
many of whom have owned the land they occupy for the last eight years. The Indians
were brought here without the consent and against the wishes of the white settlers, and if
they are to remain, it is all-important that the government obtain a title to the land and define
the boundaries of the reservation as soon as practicable; until this is done conflicting interests·wm necessarily create more or less ill-feeling between the whites and Indians, and it is
but just to both that 'this matter should be settled at an early day.
The annuity goods for the Santees arrived belie July 19, and were distributed on the 20th
of September. As is always the case, they were highly gratified at receiving their annuities,
but were disappointed in consequence of the almost entire absence of cotton· drilling, or any
~aterial to make lodges. They would gladly undertake to get along with less blankets, if,
m their stead, they were furnished coats and pants for the men, cotton-cloth for lodges, or
lumber to build shelter for their families ; the near approach of cold weather, and the scarcity of
timber in this section of country, causes them to apprehend great suffering during the winter.
If we would ameliorate the condition of the Santees we must give them a reservation to
themselves, a small supply of farming implements furnished them, with not less than one
hundred breeding mares, three hundred head of stock-cattle, (to be given only to those who
would take good care of them;) thus they would have a source of permanent income that
would decrease the annual expense of government for their subsistence. It would also
encourage the Indians to pursuits of industry and. domestic habits, and tend to create ·a love
of home, without which efforts for their civilization will avail but little.
The failure to raise any considerable crop this season will leave the Santces entirely
dependent upon the government for provisions and clothing for the next year; the scarcity
of game in this section of country forbids them relying upon the chase for subsistence; the
buffalo are far distant, and the Santees have not a sufficient number of horses to hunt them
successfully.
teps should be taken at once to provide this agency with t)le necessary building material
to erect a warehouse and shelter for the Indians during the coming winter. I mentioned
this in my report for the month of J nne, and trust that its importance will be sufficient excuse
for again urging it upon the attention of the department. I am now using for agency purposes the only two buildings I can procure on the proposed reservation ; they are mere
shells, in very bad repair, and entirely unfit for the protection of the agency property. I
have erected, of logs, a blacksmith shop 20 by 24 feet, carpenter shop 20 by 24 feet, and a
stq.ble 24 by 24 feet, all of one story ~igb; these bui~dings were indispensable; _the lo_gs for
their erection were procured from an 1sland of the N10brara river, about four miles d1stant.
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I do not deem it advisable to erect any more log buildings, as the timber on a.nd iu the
vicinity of the proposed reservation should be carefully preserved for fuel and fencing purposes.
.
When ordered from Crow Creek reservation with the Indians, I was not instructed what
to do with the government property there; I brought with me all that I could obtai_n transportation for, but was obliged to leave behind much that was valuabl~, also c?ns1derable
that might be of service there, but was not worth the cost of transportatwn to th1s place; a
list of the property left there has been forwarded to the department. I learn that J. R. Hanson, esq., United States Indian agent for the Upper Missouri India_ns, bas been stationed at
Crow Creek reservation, and would respectfully suggest that be be mstructed to take charge
of said property, a list of which bas •been forwarded to him.
I have kept during the past year only such number of white employes as were indispensably necessary; have employed Indian labor in doing much of the work about the aguncy.
For detailed account of the work accomplished by my employes, and of the removal of
the San tees from Crow Creek reiervation to this place, permit me to refer .you to my monthly
report.
Accompanying this please find the report of Judson Lamoure, farmer, and Anthony ,Gerrick, blacksmith.
.
I would also respectfully refer to the accompanying report of the Rev. JohnP. Williamson,
for a detailed statement of the educational interest among the Santees.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
J. M. STONE,
United States Indian Agent.
Colonel E. B. TAYLOR,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Omaha, N. T.

No. 114 . .

N. T.,
August 24, 1866.

NEW SANTEE AGENCY, NIOBRARA ,

Sm : I present the following report of the mission and school sustained by the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions among the Santees :
Designation and locality of school, 1 day-school, at agency ; number of teachers, 2 ; under
what charge, American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions; mi ssionaries, what
denomination, 1 Presbyterian; number of scholars, 179 ; number of boys, 103 ; number
of girls, 76; average attendance, 90!; school opened September 25, 1865; school closed
April 10, 1866; total time taught, 142 days; number pursued Dakota reading and spel,ling, 129; number pursued pem!l.anship, 50; number pursued English readiug and spelling,
89; number pursued arithmetic, 75; numberpursued geography, 7; number pursued composition, 22.
The Dakota children are very fond of learning to read their own language as committed
to the written form by the missionaries, and, on account of the simplicity of the orthography,
they learn to read it sooner than American children do the English language. They peruse
and reperuse all the books written in Dakota, and are fond of composing in their own
tongue, and many of their compositions show considerable brilliancy of thought. When
they come to learn English their progress is slow. There are a number in school now that
can read English fluently; some who have been studying it for more than two years; but
none of them are good reade rs, because they undt:rstand but very imperfectly what they
read.
Learning En~lish with them is much the same as learning Latin with us in our modern
schools. It will be a long time before they can master English literature. Though they
might gain much by what they hear of the English spoken, they do not on account of
their diffidence in speaking it themselves. For those who can talk no English, (as very
few of them can,) the proper way to teach it is by the use of a grammar and dictionary as
we do French or German, or any other foreign language, and for thi3 suitable books have
yet to be prepared.
ince the removal of the Indians from Crow Creek to this place we have not had school
on account of the want of a suitable school room, but we hope to make arrangements for
school this winter.
It w·ould be well now to have a di[erentplau adopted for the educ:~.tion of these Indian .
There shoul be two cla.s e. of sc~ools: first, Dakota schools, taught by themselves and
at no expense to government or m1 ionary society, though it would still be well for the
mi ·ionary to give some attention to the superintendence of these schools ; second, Englieh
school , under charge of teachers appointed and upported by government.
lfor the la t four years the government has supported no schools among these Indians.
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There are now over one hundred children here who are able to read their own language
.and desirous of being taught English. The aim of the government is to civilize the Indians.
If so, she should take these children and school them for three or four years, and many
-of them will take a step up in advance of their ancestors. Were the government to establish a good school it would relieve the miEsionaries of a charge they are unable for want of
means to carry on to the extent called for, and it would leave them more time to devote
to the religious interests of the Indians, which, in their present state, requires much care.
Four years ago the Santees with a very few exceptions were bigoted heathen, g iving heed
to no religious doctrine except that of the "medicine man," and determined not to listen
to any other. Now a majority of those have professe~ to throw away their idolatrous worship
and to be seekers after the religion of Jehovah. J3ut never having heard the name of Jesus,
or known there was a decalogue, they are deplorably ignorant and need much instruction.
Very many vices never having been counted such by them, they do not feel sin a~d di;:grace
as persons trained in Christian lands.
Bnt while they are willing to listen to instruction and reproof there is hope ; and of their
willingness to hear, the Sabbath congregation, often embracing more than half the men and
women in camp, is sufficient proof.
Being pleased with the interest you take in the welfare of the Indians, and grateful for
many personal favors, I remain yours, respectfully,
JOHN P. WILLIAMSON,
Missionary t? Dakotas.
Major J. M. STONE,
United States Indian Agent.

No. 115.
SANTEE

AGENCY, NIOBRARA, N. 'f.'
September 26, 1866.
SIR : In obedience to a regulation of the Indian department, I have the honor to submit
the following report relative to farming at this agency.
In the early part of the present season, just after I had commenced prepa.ring land for
seed at the Crow Creek reservation, the orders of the department requiring the Indians to
leave, and the preparations for their rem0val, necessarily suspended all farming until my
arrival here with the Indians in June, when I took charge of the farming operations at this
place, where I found about one hundred and fifty acres in corn and twelve acres in potatoes,
planted under the superintendence of Special A.gent Jeded!ah Brown, esq. Both potatoes
and corn were looking well. They have since, by the assistance of Indian labor, been carefully cultivated, and though seriously damaged, and in some places entirely destroyed by
the white settlers' cattle, yet what was left promised a fair yield up to the latter p art of
August, when the grasshoppers commenced their work of devastation upon the growing
crops, destroying in some places patches of four and five acres, in other places entire fields.
What seems most unaccountabl0 is that fields in the immediate vicinity, not differm g in soil
or cultivation, have entirely escaped their ravages.
The whole yield from the one hundred and sixty-two acres planted will not exceed 1,200
bushels of corn, and 200 bushels of potatoes.
The ~;oil of the bottom lands of the Missouri and Niobrara rivers in this vicinity is peculiarly adapted to produce corn, potatoes, and almost every kind of root crops. Owing to
the dryness of seasons in this latitude it is all-important that seed be put in the ground as
soon as the frost is out in the spring, before the moisture absorbed by the soil when the
snow melts has evaporated. I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that all the seed required for next season be obtained in time for planting early in the spring.
In addition to cultivating the growing crops, I have during the present season cut and
stacked 200 tons of hay for winter use, assisted in the general work of the agency, the repair of wagons, farming implements, &c ., and the erection of a blacksmith's shop, carpent er's shop, aud stable.
I would suggest that twentY. yoke of oxen, two good draught horses, and a new supply of
agricultural implements will be required to successfully conduct farming operatious for
another year.
Respectfully, your obed ien t servant,
JUDSO~ LAMOURE
JAMES M. STONE, Esq.'
United States Indian Agent.
t:liOUX
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No. 116.
WINNEllAGO AGEl\CY, NEBRASKA,

September 24, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that on the 21st instant Captain Rudolph Holloh,
special agent of the Indian Department, left this agency, (ninety miles north of Omaha,) for
the Santee-Sioux agency, (150 miles north of this point,) with full instructions to
Agent Stone relative to the construction of shelter-houses for the Santees for the
coming winter. A copy of these instru~tions will accompany the report of Captain Holloh
on his return to Washington. I have no doubt that suitable houses or huts, of round logs,
and covered with poles, prairie grass and earth, will be constructed before the end of the
month of November, at a very small expense. Flour and beef and salt, sufficient to supply the tribe till after the public letting which you authorized to be made for the subsisttence of these Indians, have been forwarded, and there is every reason to believe that they
will be comfortably cared for until spring ; arrangements can then be made of a more permanent character for their welfare, and it is beli.eved that next year they can raise a large
portion of the breadstuffs necessary to supply them. Goon crops were raised this year at
Niobrara, and there is no reasou to doubt that agriculture can be successfully prosecuted
at that point. At Crow Creek, in Dakota, where this tribe has been located for several
years, no crops were raiwd at any time, and the entire appropriation of $100,000 made to
sub ist the Santees was consumed in affording them a scanty supply of food. Thirty
thous~md dollars can be saved annually at Niobrara, even if it were necessary to purchase
their entire subsistence, leaving $30,000 to be expended for improving their new reservation.
I sent to Agent Stone some glass and nails and putty, and a few other articles essential
in making the improvements required for the winter, proper vouchers for which expense
will be forwarded in my quarterly report for the current quarter.
Very respectful ly, your obedient servant,
E. B. TAYLO}!,
Superintendent lndtan .Affairs.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner Indian Affairs.

CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 117.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Atchison, Kansas, October 6, 1866.
SIR: Iu conformity with the regulations of the Indian department I have the honor to
submit the following annual repo1 t.
ince my la~:~t annual report I have visited the Kickapoos, Ottowas, and Pottawatomies
twice, the Delawares five times, the Shawnees, Wyandotts, l\1iamies, Kaskaskias, Peorias,
Weas, rianke haws, and Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi, once; in fact, all the Indians
under my charge, except the Kaws and the Comanches, Kiowas, .Apaches, Cheyennes, and
Arapahoes, of th e upper Arkansas, which I failed to visit, owing to their remoteness from
thi office, and because I did not deem the events transpiring among them of sufficient
importance to warrant a personal visitation. The e personal visits have been of great
service to me in the discharge of my official duties, have stimulatP.d agents and employes to
increased exertion, and, I trust, have tended to the social and moral advancement of the
variou tribes. The agents have devoted their time and talents to the discharge of their
important dnties with a degree of zeal and industry which promises highly satisfactory result. For more particular information a to the operation of the agents I re ·pectfully
refer you to their everal report already forward ed.
The health and pro. perity of the various tribes will compare f<tvorably with former
years. Tho e who planted largely have reaped abundant crops, but many have manife ted an indifference to agricultuml pursuit , for the reason that tho c who had made
treat~e with the overnme?t, exti~g ui hing titlea to their lands, expected that th ose
treahe:> would h v~ been r ttficd. dnnng the last e ion of Coogres , and that they would
be removed
thetr ne~ horne m the Indian couutry, outh of Kansa , while others who
had not yet made ~reatJe , but were anxious to do so, were di in clined to make improvement· on l~n~s whtch they woul~ at nodi tant day be called upon to relinqui h.
The
tJsttcal repor of farrutng how that there have been cultivated by the Indian
pf tbi
uperiotendency about 11 ,645 acres of land, producin,.,. 12,020 bu bels of wheat.
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323,487 bushels of corn, 16,675 bushels of oats, 1,140 bushels of barley, 26,330 bushels
of potatoes, and 1,075 bushels of turnips . In addition to this th ey have cut 3,901 tons
of hay, and sold $18,650 worth of furs. They own 4,982 c~tttle, 5,896 hogs, 313 sheep,
6,144 horses, 400 frame, 1,400 log, and 205 stone houses.
·
The number of Indians in this superintendency is estimated at 6,005, owning individual
property to the amount of $1,089,925. There are 8 schools, 21 teachers, and 491
scholars.
This is exclusive of the Indians of the Upper Arkansas agency, comprising the tribes of
the Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches, and Cheyennes and Arapahoes, who are supposed
to have a population ·Of 30,000 souls, and to own in individual property about $90,000,
consisting chiefly of horses. The recent abortive attempt to negotiate a treaty with the
Kickapoos is attributable to the fact that the Indians were dissatisfied because the
promises held out to them by their agent when the treaty of i862 was made had not been
kept, and that they had as yet derived no benefit from that treaty. This question bas
been considerably agitated in the tribe recently, and, so far as I can learn, they are willing
to make a treaty next winter, provided they receive a payment in the spring under the
late treaty. The Delawares having concluded a . treaty for the sale of their diminished
reservation, which has been ratified by the United Siates Senate, I r egard it of vast importance that they be ·removed early next spring to their new homes which the government may provide for them in the southern Indian country, in time to enable them to put
in -a small crop for that year.
·
The construction of the Union Pacific railroad, eastern division, and the running of
the same through the Delaware diminished reserve, has bee11 a source of grievous annoyance and damage to the Delawares; also an organization styled the Delaware Lumber
Company has caused tbem much mischief and detriment. Out of these two companies
grew much complaint and investigation, resulting in the appointment of a special agent,
whose duty it was to sell to the above railroad company the timber required in the construction of the road, and for no other purpose. The Delaware Lumber Company, being
thus restricted in the sale of th eir lumber , gave up the business and stopped their mills .
By the direction of the department, Agent Pratt, Special Agent Bartling, and myself,
recently assessed the damages sustained by the Delawares from the railroad. Every precaution was taken to arrive at the truth in every case. We found and assessed damages
against the company amounting to over $28,000. I am satisfied this falls short of the
actual damage sustained by the Delawares from this company. This mu ch damage we
ascertained to a certainty beyond the possibility of a doubt, and, if promptly collected
and paid to the Indians, it will be satisfactory to them, and will greatly assist in equipping
them for their journey to the southern country .
The affairs of the Wyandotts are in a most deplorable condition, owing to the construction put upon, and advantage taken of, certain sections of their treaty of 1855, relative to
incompetents and orphans. Much of their land has been sold to whites for taxes and
-debts, who have stripped it of the timber, which, in many instances, was more valuable
than the land itself. I believe it would be for the best interest of this tribe to have a full
investigation of their affairs entered into, negotiate a treaty for their lands, an<l provide a
suitable home for them in the Indian country south of Kansas.
I regret that the treaty made last winter with the Shawnees failed to be ratified by the
United States Senate. From my personal knowledge of the affairs of this people I am
satisfied that the treaty was acceptable to the majqrity of the tribe, and that they were
anxious for its ratification, for several reason5. It would have secured them good prices
for their lands, would have given them the choice of selections of lands in the southern
~ndian country, as theirs was the first treaty made, and would be instrumental in uniting
1u harmony and friendship a people who have been divided and distracted fo'r years.
Unde r a law of this State, which h as been argued in our courts, and decided by the supreme court of the State against some of our Kansas Indians, the lands belonging to
the hawnees have been assessed and sol<l for taxes since 1860 ; these cases have been
carried to the Supreme Court of the United States, but, up to the present date, no decision has been rendered. By your direction I caused abstracts to be made from tbe records of Johnson , Wyandott, and Douglas counties, showing the land s in these counties
which have been sold for taxes since 1860, t ogether with the amount of taxes, interest,
and costs, which abstracts have been forward ed for the information of the department. A
large number of white men, with their families, have located themselves upon tbe lands
known as the Black Bob settlement. Th ese are lands belonging to those hawnees who
hold their lands in common, and do not occupy them to any great extent. Upon consultation with the agent and some of the Iudians I have deemed it unadvisable to molest
them, for the reason that th ey are not obnoxious to the Shawnees, and do :1 sist th em
very materially in protecting their timber from the depredations of outsiders.
The reservations belonging to the Miamics and confederated bands of Ka kaskias,
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Peorias, Weas, and Piankesbaws, have been taxed under the same laws a~ the lands of the·
Shawnees and their cases have gone through the same courts and are m the same process of liu'gation as those of the Shawnees. A statement of their lands sold for taxes from
year to year bas been furnished the department. The subject of the rights and interests
of the orphan children of the Miamies having been referred to me for an expression of my
views I devoted to it much thought and attention, and made such suggestions and recommend~tions as I considered would be most conducive to the welfare of these children, and
I am pleased to know that my efforts have met with the approv~l of yourself and the honorable Secretary of the Interior. Agent Colton has long been in possession of your instructions.
on this subject, and is engaged in carrying them into practical effect, with what success.
you will be enabled to judge from his reports and communications.
The Ottawas, by treaty stipulations, will become citizens on the 28th of July, 1867.
There are yet remaining unsold about 7, 000 acres of their lands, and as they will have no
use for an agent after they become citizens, except to sell their lands, I am of the opinion
that it would be for their interest to carry out the recommendations contained in my special
report of the 28th of May last on that subject, which was to sell these lands at their appraised value to the trustees of the Ottawa University for the benefit of the said university.
At the date of my last annual report hopes were entertained of a speedy completion of
the Ottawa University, but I regret to have to report ihat my' ho.pes have not been realized, and that the work is now almost at a standstill. I am confident, however, that if
the profits arising from the sale of the Ottawa trust lands remaining unsold are applied as ·
suggested in my special report above referred to, the work will go on vigorously, and the
edifice be soon completed, which, for the sake of the Ottawa youth and the youth of the
neighboring tribes, is very much to be desired. On my recent visit to the Sacs and Foxes
of the Mis issippi I found them terribly excited about their affairs. The pernicious counsel&
of designing white men had produced discords and dissensions between the blanket and
civilized bands to such an extent that a ntpture seemed inevitable. I counselled with them
for two days, and succeeded iri calming the excitement. Their eyes have been opened as
to their true interests, and they are now more disposed to hearken to good tl1an to bad
counsel. Bad men should be expelled from the reeervation, and the laudable efforts of the
civilized bands, in the way of education and farming, should be fostered and encouraged
by the governmen t. This tribe have a steam saw-mill which has not been used for years;
it is fast deteriorating in value, through exposure and want of care, and it is to be hoped
that the recommendations heretofore made by me, in regard to the sale of the same, may
be carried out with as little delay as possible.
.
The Kawa also have a steam saw-mill which cost ten thousand dollars, which has never
been of any use to them, and has been lying idle for several years. The longer the sale of
these mills is delayed the less they will sell for. I recommend the sf.le of this mill also.
The agent of the Kaws has had for some time under his care eleven women and children,
citizens of Texas, who were captured by the Comanches and Kiowas, and by them surrendered to the officers of the Indian department. These captives have been tenderly cared
for, and all their reasonable wants liberally supplied by the government until about a
month ago, when they left for their homes in Texas.
'fhe P0ttawatomies are in a more prosperous condition than any other tribe in Kansas.
They cultivate large farms, and encourage education and religion. They have an institution of learning, called St. Mary's Mission, which is the most excellent in the State, and
would be an ornament and a credit to auy State, which I think has tended largely to advance this people in all that leads to moral and social improvement.
~ o far as thi office has been advised, the Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches of the Arkan as have lived up to the provisions of the treaty made by them with the United States
on the Little Arkan as, with the exception of the Kiowas, who have m:.tde a raid into Texas,
stealing hor es and capturing some women and children, as is narrated in Agent Taylor's
report, )Vbich ha been forwarded to the department. I coincide in opinion with the agent,
that every captive ransomed from an Indian amounts to an inducement to repeat the
offence, while ju tice eems to require that the severest punishments should be visited upon
the heads of uch offenders. In regard to the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, I am happy to state
that th ey have faithfully kept the treaty of the Little Arlmnsa ; that is, all of those bands
which were pre ent at and ~arties to that treaty. At the same time I regret to have to
ay that that portion of the Cheyennei known as the Dog oldiers, who were absent north
of the Platte when the treaty was made, have been constantly prowling about the region of
the rooky Hill route and committing depredations, and, from all I can learn, are determined to die to the la -t man before they will give up the moky Hill route to white men.
If the ctror of 'peci, 1 .Agent Irwin, who i · on a vi. it to the Arkan as country, (and he i ,
in my opinion, a very proper man for the service,) fail to accompli h anything with these
Indian ,· , 1 earce -tly recommen(l that a detachment of soldiers be sent in pursuit of them;
that they be verely cba ti~ e and brougl~t into ubjeclion, for it is a g1·eat inju. tice that
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the entire Cheyenne nation should suffer for the delinquencies of such an insignificant band
as comprise the Dog Soldiers. If they do not return to their tribe on the Arkansas and
behave themselves, they ought to be made to do it, or rendered powerless for further mischief.
The annuity goods for the five last named tribes were started from this place on the 23d
of June last, and were distributed to them on the 21st day of July. The goods were all
promptly delivered to them, and gave entire satisfaction, with the exception of a Iawe
quantity of smoking tobacco, which they did not like to receive, as their preference is for
plug tobacco.
'l'he goods for Indians in Ne'v Mexico left here on the 12th of July, and have arrived at
their destination. The goods for the Colorado Indians and the Tabequache band of Utahs
left here on the 8th of August, and have long since reached Denver.
The rapidity with which this State is being settled by emigration ; the fact that the Indian reservations within the State are composed of its best lands, with a magnificent supply
of timber and water; and considering that this emigration is co'1stantly hemming in and
mixing with the Indians, who cannot be made to uu.derstand why their laws and those of
the Etate are constantly clashing, by which the white man always gets the advantage of
the Indian; and considering that the government has effected treaties with the southern Indians, by which a large scope of country is now open for selections for hgmes for Kansas
Indians, I would earnestly recommend the department to make treaties as soon as possible
with all the Indian tribes in Kansas, providing for the sale of their reservations in the State,
and their removal to the southern Indian country ; those who may elect to remain and
become citizens to have the privilege of doing so. This I believe would result beneficially
both to the Indians and the State.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. THOMAS :.\1URPHY,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Oommissivner, Washington, D. C.

No. 118.
DELAWARE AGENCY, KANSAS, September 19, 1866.
SIR : In compliance with the regulations of the department, I have the honor to submit
the following as my annual report :
The Delawares for the htst two years hav~ been expecting to remove from their present
reservation, and the influence bas been to render those habitu:tlly indolent still more indifferent to effort. But there bas been ltttle suffering, as the influx of colored men has
enabled them, by renting their fields, to live with comparative ease. They have also had
an unusual source of revenue from the sale of timbe:- to the different railroads and towns
adjacent.
The season has been favorable to crops, and they have a sufficiency of corn, potatoes,
and garden vegetables, to supply them amply for the coming winter. A few have been to
the Buffalo range, returning with a liberal supply of meat.
But as a people, so surrounded by examples of industry, and themselves so utterly unable
to live in their old ways, the improvement in their condition is not as promising as it
would reasonably have been expected.
'l'he desire is to remove to a home more remote, where game is abundant, and a nearer
approach can be made to long-cherished and still-preferred habits of life.
The return to the tribe of those young men who have been connected with the army
has induced many to join with them in rude behavior, resulting often in bloodshed and
death. It is to be rc;retted that all efforts to restrain these acts of violence prove unavailing . 'fhe department has aclvised and demanded of them to lay aside their arms, and cultivate the spirit of kindness and civility, but the regard for this has only been partial and
for a short time. Whenever they become intoxicated-and this is too frequently their situation-resort is had to the revolver and knife. The council has passed a code of laws, a
copy of which is herewith transmitted, and the hope is for a more cautious manner of life.
One man is now incarcerated for using his knife on his associate.
Among the Delawares is quite a large cia s of young men and women, who are educated
to an extent enabling them to transact business quite intelligently, and it is to be regretted
that, as ever, the surrounding of their reservation should be dotted with liquor stalls, and
the leading influence be to induce them to hang about them.
·
There are, however, among the Delawares, a class of men and women who are doing well,
industrious, upright, and an honor to any people. , I am glad in truth to be able to say
this, the instances are of such rare occurrence.

248

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

The saw-mill belonging to the tribe still continues to supply them with lumber. Fields
have been fenced, houses built, and good use made of the material.
.
Two smith's shops a!·e kept constantly in operation, at which horses are shod, ploughs
repaired, &c.
. .
.
The school, taught by Misses E. S. Morse and E. W. D~ckmson, and numbermg one h~ndred and one scholars, has been kept in successful operatwn. For a more extended nottee
•f this department, I respectfully call your attention to their reports enclosed.
No physician has been employed by thf. council, but in cases of severe sickness they
call aid from one of the nearer towns. The health of the tribe has been generally good,
with but few deaths. Whole number of the tribe, 1,065.
Their expectation now is to remove to the Cherokee country during the coming year, an
event they have long desired.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. PRATT,
United Stales Indian Agent .
Tuo~rAs MunPnY, Esq.,
Superintendent indian Af!airs, Atchison, Kansas.

No. 119.

Laws of the Delaware nall'on of indians.
'l'he chiefs a!Jd councillors of the Delaware tribe of Indians, convened at their councilhouse, on the reservation of said 1ribe, adopted July 21, 186 6, the following laws, to be
amended as thry think proper:
ARTICLE

1.

SECTION 1. A national jail shall be lmilt on the pnblic grounds, upon which the councilhouse is now situated.
SEc. 2. Any person who shall steal any horse, mule, at:s, Oi' cattle of any kind, shall be
puni bed as follows: For the first offence, the property of the offender shall be sold by the
sheriff, to pay the owner of the animal stolen the price of said animal, and all costs he
may sustain in consequence of such theft. But if the offender has no property, ·or if his
property be insufficient to pay for the animal stolen, so much of his annuity shall be retained as may be nece~sary to pay the owner of said animal as above directed, and no rela.
tive of said offender shall be 1ermitted to ass.i st him in paying the penalties of said theft.
For the second oft'ence the thief shall be sent to jail for thirty-:fiv.e days, and shall pay all
costs and damaaes the owner may sustain on account of said theft. For the third offence
the thief sh!.lll be confined in jail three months, and shall pay all costs and damages as above
provided.
SEc. 3. If any person shall steal a horse beyond the limits of the reserve, and bring it
within the limits thereof, it shall be lawful for the owner to pursue and reclaim the same
upon presenting satisfactory proof of ownership, and, if neces~ary, receive the assistance of
the officers of the Delaware nation. And it is further provided that such officials as may
from time to time be clothed with power by the United States agent, may pursue such
offender either within or without the limits of the reserve.
EC. 4. Whoever shall ride any horse without the consent of the owner thereof shall,
for the first offence, pay the sum of ten dollars for each day and night th~t he may keep the
said animal ; and for the second offence, ehall be confined in jail for the term of twenty-one
dars, be ides paying a. fine of ten dollars.
•'Eo. 5. Whoever shall reclaim and return any such animal to the rightful owner, other
than the wrongdoer, as in the last section mentioned, shall receive therefor the sum of
two and fifty-hundredths dollars.
EO. 6. In all ca. cs of theft, the person or persons convicted of uch theft shall be adjudged to pay all co ts and damages re ulting therefrom; and in case of the final loss of any
anim l ·tolen, then the offender hall pay the price theteof in addition to the costs and
damage as provided in a previou section.
EC. 7. Whoever hall teal any wine or sheep ball, for the first offence, be fined the
um of fifteen dollar· ; t n dollar of which shall be paid to the owner of the sheep or
wine taken, and fiv dollars to the witn
of the th ft. For the second offence, the thief
h:ill, in a rlition to the abov p oa.Jty, be confined in jail for twenty-ei,.,.ht days. And for
the third tienc , lh thi f ball beconfin d four weeks in jail and then r~>ceive a trial , and
bear such puni.-bmtn t a may
adjud ed upon such trial. '
:1c. . Whoever ball teal a. fowl of any de cription sh 11 for the fir t offence pa.y to
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the owner of such animal the sum of five dollars. For the second offence, in addition to
the above pilnalty, the thief shall be confined in jail for twenty-one days. The witness
by whom such theft shall be proven shall be entitled to receive such reasonable compensation as may be allowed to him, to be paid by the offender.
SEc. 9. A lawful fence shall be eight rails high, well staked and ridered. If any animal
shall break through or over a lawful fence as above defined, and do any damage, the owner
of the enclosure shall give notice thereof to the owner of such animal without injury to the
animal. The owner of such animal shall therefore take care of the same, and prevent his
doing damage ; but should he neglect or refuse so to do, the animal itself shall be sold to
pay for the damages it may have done. But if the premises be not enclosed by a lawful
fence as above defined, the owner of the enclosure shall receive no damages; but should
he injure any animal getting into such enclosure, shall pay for any clamage he m.ay do such
animal.
SEc. 10. Every owner of stock shall have his or her brand or mark put on such stock,
and a description of the brand or mark of every person in·the tribe ::;hall be recorded by the
national clerk.
ARTlCLE II.
SECTION 1. Whoever shall maliciously set fire to a house shall, for the first offence, pay
to the owner of such house all damages which he may sustain in consequence of such fire ;
and, in addition thereto, for the second offence, shall be confined to jail for the t erm of
twenty-one days.
SEc. 2. Should human life be sacrificed in consequence of any such fire, the person setting
fir e as aforesaid shall suffer death by hanging.
SEc. 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to set on fire any woods or prairie, except for
the purpose of protecting property, and then only at such times as shall permit the person
so setting the fire to extinguish the same.
SEc. 4. Whoever shall violate the provisions of the last preceding section shalJ, for the
first offence, be fined the sum of five dollart, and pay the full value of all property thereby
destroyed. For the second offence, in addition to the penalty above described, the offender
shall be confined in jail for the term of thirty-five days, and for the third offence th e same
punishment, except that the confinement in jail shall be for the period of three months.
SEc. 5. Any person living outside of the reserve cutting hay upon the land of one living
on the reserve, shall pay to the owner of such land the sum of one dollar per acre, or onehalf of the hay so cut.
SEc. 6. No person shall sell any wood on the reserve, except Eaid wood be first cut and
corded.
ARTICLI!J III.
SECTION 1. Whoever l:lhall find any lost article shall forthwith return the E=ame to the
owner, if he can be found, under the penalty imposed for stealing such article, for a neglect
of such duty.
SEc. 2. Whoever shall take any article of property without permission of its owner, shall
pay the price of the article so taken, and receive such punishm.e nt as the judge in his discretion may impose.
ARTICLE IV.
SECTION 1. Whoever shall take up any animal on the reserve as a stray, shall, within one
week, have the description of such animal recorded in the stray-book kept by the council.
SEc. 2. If the owner of said stray shall claim the same within one year from the day on
which the description was recorded; be shall be entitled to take it after duly proving his
property, and paying at the rate of five dollars per month for the keeping of such animal.
SEc. 3. The title to any stray, duly record ed, and not claimed within one year from the
date of such record, shall rest absolutely in the person taking up and recording the same.
SEc. 4. Whoever shall take up a stray, and refuse or neglect to record a description of
the same as provided in section one of this article, shall be deemed to have stolen such
animal, if the same be found in his possession, and shall suffer the penalties inflicted for
stealing like animals. 'l'he stray shall be taken from him and remain at the disposal of
the council, and a de cription of the same shall be recorded in the stray-book.
ARTICLE

V.

SECTION 1. If a person commit murder in the first degree, he shall, upon conviction, suffer
the penalty of death. But if the evidence against him be insufficient, or if the killing be
done in self-defence, the person doing the l<illing shall be released.
SEc . 2. Whoever shall by violence do bodily harm to the person of another shall be ar-
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rested, and suffer such punishment as may on trial be adjudged against him; and should
death result from such bodily harm done to the person of another, the offender shall be arrested and suffer such punishment as may be adjudged against him.
SEc. 3. Whoever shall wilfully slander an innocent party shall be punished for such
slander at the discretion of the judge.
SEc. 4. Whoever, being intoxicated or under the influence of liquor, shall display, at the
house of another, in a dangerous or threatening manner, any deadly weapons, and refuse
to desist therefrom, being commanded so to do, and put up such weapons, either by the
owner of the house or by any other person, shall for the first offence be fined the sum of
five dollars, and pay all damages which may accrue; for the second offence shall be confined in jail twenty-one days and pay a fine of ten dollars, and pay all damages which may
accrue; and for the third offence shall be imprisoned in the jail for tbirty.five days, be
fined twenty dollars, and pay all damages as aforesaid .
SEc. 5. Officers shall be appointed to appraise all damages accruing under the last preceding section, who shall hear all the evidence, and render judgment according to the law
and the evidence.
SEc. 6. Whoever shall, being under the influence of liquor, attend public worship or any
other public meeting, shall first be commanded peaceably to depart ; and if he refuse, it
shall be the duty of the sheriff to arrest and confine such person until he becomes sober;
and the offender shall pay a fine of five dollars.
SEc. 7. It ~;hall be the duty of the sheriff to attend all meetings for public worship.
SEc. 8. No member of the Delaware nation shall be held liable for any debts contracted
in th e purchase of intoxicating liquors.
SEc. 9. The United States agent and the chiefs shall have power to grant license to brio~
merchandise to the national payment for sale, to so many traders as they may think proper
for the interest of the nation.
SEC. 10. It shall be unlawful for any person to bring any kind of drinks, except coffee,
on or near the payment ground; and any person who ~hall offend against this section
shall forfeit his drinkables and ·his right to reljain on the payment ground.
SEc. 11. It shall be unlawful for any one person to bring within the reserve more than
one pint of spirituous liquors at any one time. For the fi~st offence against this section the
offender shall forfeit his liquors and pay a fine of five dollars; for ,the second offence he
shall forfdt his liquors and pay a fine of ten dollars ; and for the third offence he shall
forfeit his liquors and be fined the sum of twenty-five dollars.
SEc. 12. Any person who shall find another in possession of more than one pint of liquor
nt one time upon the reserve may lawfully spill and destroy the same, and shall use such
force as may be necessary for such purpose. Should the owner resist, and endeavor to commit bodily harm upon the person engagl'd in spilling or destroying said liquor, he shall be
. taken into custody by the sheriff, and be punished as an offender against the law.
Sxc. 13. The sheriff may lawfully compel any man or any number of men, ministers of
the gospel excepted, to assist in capturing any person who shall violate these laws.
SEc. 14. Whoever shall offer resistance to any capture or arrest, for violating any of the
provisions of these laws, shall be punished not only for the original offence for which he
was arrested, but also for resisting an officer.
ARTICLE VI.

EC. 1. All business affecting the general interests of the nation shall be transacted by
the council in regular se ·sions.
SEC. 2. AU personal acts of chiefs, councillors, or private individuals, in such matters as
affect the general interests of the nation, shall be considered null and void.
EC. 3. Whoever shall violate the last preceding section by undertaking, in a private capacity and manner, to transact public and national business, shall be imprisoned in the national jail for a period not less than six months nor more than one year, and shall forfeit
his place in office or position in the nation, which place or position shall be filled by the
appointment of other suitable persons.
EC. 4. Councillors shall be appointed who shall take an oath faithfully to perform their
duties to the nation, and for neglect of such duty others shall be appointed to fill their
places.
SEc. 5. hould a councillor go on a journey, so that it is impossible for him to attend
the meetings of the council regularly, be may appoint a substitute, who shall act for him
in his ab ence.
SEC. 6. Certain days ball be Fet apart for council and court days.
' EO. 7. 'I he chiefs an<l councillors shall appoint three sheriffs, at a salary of one hundred
and fifty dollars per annum each; ouc clerk at one hundre dollars per annum, and one
jailer at a salary of one hundre dollars per annum, whose s lari ea ·hall be due and payable
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half-yearly ; and in case either of the above officers shall neglect or refuse to perform any of
the duties of his office, he shall forfeit his salary, and his office shall be declared vacant, and
another shall be appointed to fill the office .
SEc. 8. The chiefs and councillors shall semi-annually, in April and October, make an
appropria£ion for national expenses, which appropriation shall be taken from the trust-fund
or any other due the Delawares, and paid to the treasury. .
.
SEc. 9. There shall be a treasuret· appointed annually, on the first day of April, whose
· duty it shall be to receive and disburse all moneys to be used for national purposes, but
the treasurer shall pay out money only on the order of the chiefs and councillors, and for
his services Rhall be paid five per cent. ou the amopnt disbursed.
V:II.

ARTICLE

SEc. 1: It shall be la>vful for any person, before his or her death, to make a wlll, and
thereby dispose of his or her property as he or she may desire.
SEc. 2. If a man dies, leaving no will to ilhow the disposal of his property, and)eave a
widow and children, one-fourth of his property shall be set aside for the payment of his
debts. Should the property so set aside be insufficient to pay aU his debts in full, it shall
be divided among his creditors pro rata, which pro rata payment shall be received by his
creditors in full satisfaction of all claims and demands whatever.
SEc. 3. If the property so set apart for the payment of debt is more than sufficient to
pay all debts, the remainder shall be equally divided among the children.
SEc. 4. The widow shall be entitled to one-third of the property not 's et aside for the
payment of debts, and the remainder shall be equally divided among the children.
SEc. 5. If a man die, leaving no widow nor children, his debts shall first be paid out of
the proceeds of his personal property, and the remainder, if any, with the real estate, shall
be given to the nearest relative.
SEc. 6. Whoever shall· take• or receive any portion· of the property belonging to the
widows and orphans shall be punished as if he had stolen the property.
.
SEc. 7. The council shall appoint guardians for orphan children when they deem it expedient so to do.
ARTICLE

VIII.

SEc. 1. If a white man marry a member of the nation, and accumulate property by such
marriage, said property shall belong to his wife and children, nor shall he be allowed to
remove any portion of such property beyonds the limit.s of the reserve.
SEc. 2. Should such white man lose his wife all the property shall belong to the children,
and no subsequent wife shall claim any portion of such property.
SEc. 3. Should such white man die in the nation, leaving no children, all hiR property
shall belong to his wife, after paying his debts.
SEc. 4. Should such white man lose his wife, ·and have no children, one-half of the personal property shall belong to him, and the other half shall belong to his wife's nearest
relatives.
SEc. 5. SIJould such white man be expelled from the reserve, and the wife choose to follow her husband, she shall forfeitvau her right and interest in the reserve.
ARTICLE

IX.

SEc. 1. No member of the nation shaH lease any grounds to persons not members of the
nation.
SEc. 2. Should a white man seek employment of any member of the nation he shall
first give his name to the United States agent, and furnish him with a certificate of good
moral character, and also a statemen t of the time for which he is employed and the name
of his employer.
SEc. 3. The employer shall pay all hired h elp according to agreement.
SEC. 4. Any person or persons violating any of the provisions of these laws on the reserve shall be punished as therein provided.
SEc. 5. All white men on the reserve disregarding these laws shall also be expelled from
the reserve.
ARTICLE

X.

SEc. 1. Whoever shall forcibly compel any woman to commit adultery, or who shall commit a tape upon a woman, shal l , for the first offence, be fined the sum of fifty dollars and
be impli oned in jail for thirty-five days; for the second offence he shall be fined one hundred dollars, and be confined three months in the national jail ; and for the third offence
he shall be punished as the court shall see proper.
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No. 120.
DELAWARE RESERVATION, KANSAS,
Sept~mber 17, 1866.

Sm: The boarding school for the instruction of the children and youth of the Delaware
nation presents its eighteenth annual report, as follows :
The numbers of boys enrolled has at all times exceeded the number of girls. Of the
one hundred and one in attendance during the time covered by this report about fourninths are girls. Probably the presence of the girls is more necessary at home to aid the
mother in the care of the younger children.
Our youngest pupil is four years of age, the oldest eighteen. It is not to be understood
that the most advanced in years are the most advanced in knowledge, having been in school
from childhood up ; on the contrary, in real attainments they often fall much below those
several years their juniors, who have been in more constant attendance.
A girl of thirteen bears the palm, at present, in mental arithmetic. She had a superior
last winter in a boy of fifteen, who was equally apt in solving problems on the slate.
The branches usually taught in primary and intermediate schools receive attention here.
A. slate and pencil is furnished each. In this way new beginners learn to print very neatly
before they can read, so apt are they in imitation. All who can read sufficiently well have
two exercises daily in the Holy Scriptures, partaking somewhat of the character of Bible
classes. Verses are committed to memory,·and gospel principles inculcated as the rule of
conduct in life. Much in struction is given· orally of a miscellaneous character. In this
way physiology, astronomy, &c., are brought to the comprehension of those who cn,n un·
derstand the English language, and this class is largely in the majority.
Several large boys, after an absence of several years, have been in regular attendance
during a part of the year. One of them thus expresses himself in . his composition exercise : ''We must know books, for white man know much, he cheats us much ; I want to look
hard on my book and slate." Irregularity in attendance is still the great perplexity and
source of uncounted di scouragemen~ to those_in charge.
The larger girls do the work of their dining-room, which is in a separate building from
that containing their dormitories and work-rooms. · All the rooms occupied by the school
are kept in order by the girls. Sometimes a pleasant rivalry arises as to whose room shall
be the neater swept or whose floor the whiter scrubbed. Sewing and knitting also receive
attention.
I'eatb has claimed one of our largest boys. He died during the winter term. With
this sad exception we have but few cases of se·/ere illness. Disease took the form of fever
last winter, while inflammation of the eyes has been quite prevalent during the summer
t erm in a very severe form, leaving the eyes weak long after the inflammation subsided.
Our school is divided into two departments, according to the degree of advancement,
each department occupying a separate room, with its appwpriate teacher.
During the winter one, the more advanced department, was taught by Miss Mary Farrand, of Lansing, Michigan, who was succeeded by Miss Ellen W. Dickinson, of Quindaro,
Kansas.
The school is supported from funds derived from the United States government, used for
ed ucation al purposes alone.
Very respectfully submitted :
E. S. MORSE, Teacher.
NANCY M. PRATT, Superintendent.

J. G. Pnu:r,
United Stales .Agent for the Delaware Indians, Kansas.

No. 121.
OFFICE

UPERL.'iTEND'RNT L'IDIAN AFFAIRS,

Atchison, May "26, 1866.
m: I have the honor herewith to transmit a letter from Agent Pratt, of the 9th instant,
enclosing a communication from R. Robitaille, ecretary of the Wyandott council, repreenting, in behalf of th e Wyandott , their de ire to ell their lands in Kansas and remove
to the south.
I would re-pectfully urge upon tb department to take some teps in this matter at an
early uay for the following, among other, rea on :
o of the land belonging to the orphan and incomp tent Wyandott have been sold ,
for taxe , to white men," who have ken pos
ion and tripped th lands of the most valu blc timber, thereby renderin th m of very little value.
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I am of the opinion that it would be right and proper for the United States to extinguish
the Indian title to the Wyandott lands, and locate them south among the Senecas.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS MVRPHY.
Superintendent Indian Affuirs.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY.

Commissioner, 'Washington, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE

U. 13.

A GENCY FOR THE DELAWARE INDIANS,

Delaware Reserve, Kansas, May 9, 1866.
SIR: Enclosed please find a communication from R. Robitaille, secretary of Wyandott
council, wherein is represented a desire upon the part of the Wyandott people to obtain
a permanent home in the Indian territory south of the State of Kansas.
I am clearly of the opinion that the interest of the people of the State of Kansas would
be subserved, as well as the interest of the Wyandotts, for your department toL devise a
method by which the titles to the lands allotted in severalty to the Wyandotts may be
extinguished. The condition of these people demands upon the part of the government
such action, and, if consistent with your views, I should be pleased to hear from you upon
the subject.
I am, very respectfully, • '
JOHN G. PRATr,
United States Indian Agent.
THOMAS MuRPHY, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Atchison, Kansas.
WYANDOTT, KANSAs, .1.1lay 7, 1866.
SIR : The Wyandott council desire to inform yon that they wish to procure a home for
the remnant of their .tribe in the Indian territory south of the State of Kansas, and wish
you to call the attention of the Indian department to their present deplorable situation.
We wish to get a permanent home without delay, and then obtain the right to dispose of
the lands belonging to the Wyandott Indian::; on the incompetent and orphan lists, as those
lands are now i!Ubject to taxation, and mo3t of them being unimproved, and but few will
have the means to pay the taxes.
Our people wish to settle down and apply themselves to habits of industry in any permanent home that they can get soutP. of Kansas, and desire you to state to the Indian
department that amohg their most urgent wants one would be a blacksmith shop, which
we hope the government will grant us, with the necessary iron and steel to carry it on,
as we .firmly believe that the aim of the United Sta~es government is to help the Indians
to pursuits of industry and civiliz<ttion.
We are aware that government is opposed to alienating lands belonging to the incompetent and orphan class before they have assurance of a home elsewhere; therefore we are
the more•anxious to secure one in the Indian territory without delay. Iu several cases
the lands of this class have been levied on and sold, and we wish you to call this matter
also to the attention of the Indian department.
Yours re<:pectfully,
H. ROBirrAILLE,
Secretary of Wyandott Council.
Rev. J. G. PRATT, U. S. Indian Agent.

We are informed that it requires an act of Congress sanctioning a law passed by the
Kansas legislature to dispose of the incompetent and orphan grants of Janel. We decire
that the Indian department would urge the passage of such a law, if none has passed
Congress.

No. 122.
DEPARTME~T OF THE INTERion, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

July 21, 1866.
SIR: My instructions of June 21, directing me to seek a conference with partie~ among
the Wyandotts of Kansa", and obtain such information a.s would enable the office to prepare proper instructions in refert-nce to a proposed treaty with Indians of the Neosho
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agency, (Senecas and Shawnees,} as would provide for an incorporation with the former of
such Wyandotts as should de ire it, I proceeded, in company with Agent Pratt, from the
Delaware agency, on Saturday the 14th instant, on the road towards Wyandott ; having an
interview with Francis Cotter, one of the "Indian party," at his farm on the way, and
obtaining the services of the interp;reter, to find some of the leading men of both parties,
to meet at Wyandott in the afternoon. Our arrangements were succesHful, and we met,
separately as to the men of the two parties, and conferred with Cotter (as above,) John
Grayeyes, acting head chief in the absence of Tauromie, and James Armstrong, representing the Indian party, with Robe.rt Robitaille, their clerk; and with Irvin P. Long, and
another of the citi~en party. Thase men all understand and speak English, an,d the conferences with them were long and satisfactory.
The Wyandott treaty of 1855, by its first section, provided that upon the fulfilment of
certain stipulations, those Indians should become citizens and take patents for their lands,
and the existence of the tribe thereupon to cease, except that such of the II)dians as should
desire a temporary exemption from the provisions extending citizenship to them might for
a limited period, to be determined by the Commissioner, have continued to them the assistance and protection of the United States, and an Indian agent in their vicinity.
A council composed of Tauromie, as head chief, John Grayeyes, acting head chief in
Tauromie's absence, Francis Cotter, Jacob Wbitecrow, Silas Grayeyes, John. Karahoo, and
James Armstrong, with R. Robitaille as their clerk, has been 1ecognized by Agent Pratt
since his being in office, under the above provisions of thj treaty ; while, as to business
whkh remained to be done with Wyandotts who had accepted the provisions of the treaty
and become citizens, a council or business committee exists, now consisting of John Sarabas, Irvin P. Long, John D. Brown, William Johnson, and Matthew Mudeater.
I judge, from a comparison of the views of the various parties with whom I conferred,
that by far the !arger part of the Wyandotts prefer to continue their tribal organization
still~ and many of them are now, and have long been, absent from the lands allotted and
patented to them, and living before and since the war upon a part of the Seneca reservation in the Neosho agency, Indian country; while it is certain that many others, who
have heretofore acted and lived as citizens, are dissatisfied with their condition, and d~sire
to return to a tribal state, outside of the encroachments of white settlers. They complain
that however much they may strive to live like whites, the people about them, iri many
cases, appear to think that Indiaus " have no rigb ts that white men are bound to respect,"
and that they are constantly robbed of their stock and other property, and not able to
obtain the same redress as white people. These citizens say, also, that the semi-compulsory
manner in which they were made citizens, and the temptation held out by giving patents
for the lands, induced many to accept the provisions of the treaty who were utterly unfit
to assume the responsibilities of citizenship, and, having sold their allotments, they have
become vagabonds.
The Indian party represent that there are many incompetents and orphaus whose property has been placed in the hands of guareians and squandered ; that the property of
others has been taken from them illegally under process from the courts of probate ; and
ask that the government will interfere and protect them. 'fbey insist that it would be
better for all such to remove south with the reorganized tribe, and have the government
realize their funds and pay them annuities thereon. This party deems itself atill the
Wyandott tribe, and supposeP itself to be in a condition to make a treaty with the government, while it insi ts that the government should in no manner connect witll them the
interests of any who become citizens.
I confess th:1t I see no good reason for this latter feeling except as it may be founded in
the de ire to obtain from government exclusive benefit of whatever may be recovered upon
pending claims.
Both parties, with few exceptions, desire to n=~move to the Seneca country, south of
Kansas From both of them I learned of the existence of an old pledge by the Senecas,
(the result of kind treatment of th e latter by the Wyandott , in Ohio, in giving them o.
home,) that whenever, in after years, the Wyandotts might need land to live upon, the
, enecas would give it to them. And, accordingly, they say that the Senecas are now
ready to redeem that pledge, as is shown by the late informal agreement between the
enecas and hawnees, and the proposition of the enecas on file in the office.
But the Indian party say that the enecas would not con ent to admit the citizen party
to thi arrangement. Upon my ugge tion, however, that if the government undertakes
to settle thi matter it would doubtle d'e ire to make it complete, and provide for all;
and that as the objection of th e , necas, if they exi ted, probably were derived from the
Wyandotts them .. lve , o, if the latter become reconciled, the 'eneca would not further
object, the men of the Indian party appeared willing to reconsider the matter.
Upon the whole, it appears to me entirely ptactic ble to m ke a full und fair settlement
with tb e people and in their behalf. H the neca be willing to give them lund, the ques-
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tion of compensation is disposed of. There does not appear to be any tribe of Wyandotts
properly existing, in view of the provisions of the treaty of 1855, and subsequent action,
with whom the government can treat; but provision can be made in a treaty with the
Senecas for the incorporation with them, in some manner, of such of the Wyandotts as
may desire, and a stipulation be made by the government that provision shall be made by
law for a complete settlement of all matters necessary to establish those Wyandotts upon
the lands to be given them by the Senecas, in a tribal state, and for proper guardianship of
their interests. .
'
The leading men of both parties appeareq to be willing to look at these things reasonably,
and promised to meet each other and talk them over. I was induced to believe that if no
untoward influences are brought te> bear ~1pon them, their differences can be easily reconciled.
Very respectfully, yo~r obedient servant,
W. H. WATSON.
Hon. D. N .. CooLEY, Oommzssioner of Indian Affairs.

The following is a copy of the agreement between the Senecas and Shawnees alluded to
in the above :
Articles of agreement, or a treaty, made and entered into this 22d day of November, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, by and between Little
Tom Spicer, head chief, George Douglass, Moses Crow, John Smith, and Doctor Thomas,
councilmen of the Seneca tribe of Indians, of Indian territory, of the one part, Matthew
Mudeater, principal chief, Irvin B. Long, Silas Armstrong, John Hicks, and John W. Gray. eyes, councilmen of the Wyandott tribe of Indians, of Kansas Te;ritory, of the other part,
witnesseth thatWhereas that said Wyando~t Indians did by two certain treaties, made and concluded in
the State of Ohio, gh·e unto the said Seneca Indians two certain tracts or parcels of land
described in said treaties, as follows, to wit :
The gift conveyed by the treaty made and concluded at the foot of the rapids of the
Miami river of Lake Erie, on the 29th day of September, A. D. 1817, containing 30,000
.acres, and bounded as follows, to wit:
Beginning on the Sand~sky river at the lower corner of the section granted to Wllliam
Spicer; thence down the river on the east side with the meanders thereof at high-water
mark, to a point east of the mouth of Wolf creek; thence and from the beginning, east, so
far that a north line will include the quantity of 30,000 acres ; and
Whereas they, the said Wyandotts, did also give one other tract or parcel of land by the
provisions of a treaty made and concluded at St. Mary' s, in the State of Ohio, on the 17th
of September, A. D. 1818, which is described as follows, to wit: 10,000 acres of land to be
laid off on the east side of the Sandusky river, adjoining the south side of the aforesaid gift
of 30,000 acres, which begins on the Sandusky river at th-e lower corner of William Spicer's
section, making the whole of the two gifts amount to 40,000 acres; and
Whereas the said Seneca tribe of Indians did then agree that if any misfortune should
·happen unto the Wyandotts, that they would take them in as brothers, and give them a
home : Therefore, to carry into effect the said treaty stipulations, they have agreed upon the
follo·wing articles :
.
ARTICLE 1. 'Ihe Seneca nation, for and in consideration of the aforesaid gifts, and in accordance with the said treaty stipulations, do Mreby give and convey to the said Wyandott Indians the following-described tract of land, being part of th e reservation belonging
to the said Senecas, and situate in the Indian territory and bounded as follows, to wit :
commencing on the western boundary line of the State of Missouri, at a point where the
northern boundary line of said reservation intersects the same; thence south on said State
line for a distance of four (4) miles; thence west and parallel with said northern boundary
to a point on th e Neosho or Grand river; thence up the Neosho or Grand river, with th e
meanders thereof, to a point where the northern boun-:iary line of said reservation intersects the same ; thence east, along said northern boundary to the place of beginning, containing 33,000 acres, more or less. ·
ARTICLE 2. The Wyandott people being duly impressed wi th gratitude towards said Sen-eca nation, tlo hereby agree that they will occupy said 'l ands, and that they will permit no
other people to trespass upon them.
ARTICLE 3. The aforesaid contracti ng p:t.rtie:; do hereby covenant and agree t,hat they
will each of them set apart one-half of one sec;tion of land adjoining each other on the division line between them for to enable and assist them in the better ed ucation of their children, sn.id section of land being forever dedicated to school purposes and no other.
ARTICLE 4. And the respective councils of the aforesaid two nations do hereby agree to
.appoint a committee of three persons each, whose duty it shall be to proceed, with as little

256

REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

delay as possible, to make the selection of the school section aforesaid, and, in case that said
committee should fail to agree upon a selection, that they be empowered to call upon the
United States agent for the Senecas, or any other person upon whom they may agree, and
refer the whole matter to him, and they, the aforesaid contracting parties, do hereby bind
themselves to abide by his decision.
ARTICLE 5. And the said Wyandott Indians do hereby agree to join with and assist the
Senecas in petitioning the Congress of the United States for the repeal of the 12th article
of the treaty of the 28th of February, A. D. 1831, made between the said Seneca tribe of
Indians and the United States government.
In testimony whereof, the parties respectfully have affixed hereunto their seals, and
t::igned the same the day and year first above written.
LI'ITLE TOM SPICER,
his+ mark. [SEAL.)
his +mark. [SEAL J
GEORGE DOUGLASS,
MO ESCROW,
his+ mark. [SEAL.]
MUSH,
his+ mark. [SEAL.]
JERRY CROW,
his+mark. [SEAL]
JIM RING,
his+ mark. [SEAL.]
COFFEE HOUSE,
his+ mark. LSEAL]
MA1THEW MUDEATER.
fSEAL]
IRVIN F. LONG.
[SEAL J
SILAS .ARMSTRCJNG.
[SEAL.)
Attest:
.A. J. DORN,
D. B. MASON.

No. 123.
KrcKAPoo AGENCY, KANsAs,
September 18, 1866.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the annual report of this agency for the current year.
The year bas been one of comparative prosperity with the Kickapoos. The tribe has increa ed in material wealth and has not diminished in numbers.. A school has again been
established, with a prosped of accomplishing something towards the civilization of the tribe.
There had been no schools since 1861. The boardin!S school, which bad been for a brief
period in operation under the charge of the Presbyterian Missionary Board, was, as I am
informed, discontinued about that time. The building, which had been erected at great expense, was permitted to become dilapidated. The contemplated removal of the tribe did not
invite the expenditure of money in the re-establishment of th e school. But, in consideration of the fact that the Kickapoos ha'l of all others of the Kansas tribes received, perhaps,
less educational privileges, the department finally made an order for the opening of a day
school, its expenses to be paid out of the fund stipulated, by the 2d article of the treaty of
1854, for educational and other beneficial purposes.
The school wa commenced on the 11th of Jun e last, and is kept in a room fitted up
fo r that purpose in the old missionary building. Fourteen children have been brought into
the school , and their attendance bas been quite regular.
About half of these live convenient to the school; the othera, coming from a distance of
from four to eight miles, board with the Indian families living near the school, a small
amount being allowed by the department in payment of their board.
The school numbers about half the children in the tribe of sui table age to aUend school.
Effort bas been made to induce a larger attendance, but many of the Indians are indifferent
to the subject of education, and they cannot be prevailed upon to send their children to a
day school at a di tance to board in Indian families.
It is objected by them that Indi n people do not take good c:~.re of other Indians' children. The children attending the school evince an aptitude for learnincr almost equal to
that of white children . But two of them could speak anything of the English language
when they commenced. By th e u ~of Wil on's object-cb rts, together with other expedient upon the plan of object teaching, th e· e children are rapidly learning tv speak the Engli h language, and at the arne time to read and write and to compute numbers.
The severalty Indian , who are mostly of th e Pott.lW<\tom ie band, take most interest in
the school. The principal h dman of the b nd holding their land~ in common is the only
member of that b nd who send his children to the chool.
He send three boy . two of whom had before attended school, and had learned to read
an pe k Engli h. Tbi old m n is exertinrr him elf to induce others of hi band to educ te their chil rcn. H hould be · id in tbeir f.1vor lb t this band lives further from the
school tLan do the e\·eralty Indian .
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The teacher at present employed is Miss S. E. Steele, a young lady of intelligence and
zeal in her calling. This commencement of a school is, I think, accomplishing all that
could have been expected under the circumstances.
As there will be next year and thereafter a large addition to the payments to the tribe,
I think a majority would consent to the application of money sufficient to establish a boarding school ; in my judgment the government should make an effort for that object . .
The whole number of members of the tribe is two hundred and forty-two-males one hundred and seventeen, and females one hundred and twenty-five ; this is an increase of four
since the last annual report.
There has been no epidemic or prevailing sickness in the tribe within the past year.
There has been but very little drunkenness; it is not difficult to prevent the use of intoxicating liquors to any considerable extent among them.
Though this reservation h; crossed by a great thoroughfare-the overland road-aud by a ·
railroad in process of construction, but little liquor has been introduced, and the Indians
have been orderly and industrious. Prompt action, however, bas been necessary in th e
prosecution of persons who have furnished them liquors, as well as in severe dealing with
Indians who have committed offences while under its influence.
I have deemed it best to keep the~e Indians constantly reminded of that policy of the
government which contemplates either their civilization and incorporation with the American people, with all the privileges of citizens, or tbeh· removal from proximity to the white
settlements. The effect of this has been to stimulate a majority to efforts to improvement,
as they do not wish to remove. They have become more industrious; they have increased
their fields and cultivated them with care.
Last year they had 800 acres in cultivation, this year they have 1,083; last year they
broke but Rixty acres of new prairie g round, this year they have brok en 251 acres , adding
nearly one-fourth to the area of th eir ploughed Janel. There is a reasonable prospect that
they will have this additional ground urider fence by the coming spring. They h ave two
frame and fifty log houses, ten more of the latter than laet year. They sowed but little
wheat last spring, and had no fall wheat.
Their crop yielded two hundred and nine bmhels this year; about 600 last year. I have
furnished them seventy bushels of fall wheat for sowing this fall. Their corn crop this
year is estimated at 47,150 bushels, compared with 800 last year. Potatoes, 1,300 bushets
this year, 1,500 last year.
Tons of hay cut this year, 318, about the same last year; the number of their domestic
animals is increased. Of horses they had, last year, 169, now they have 176; cattle last
year 150, now they have 168 ; swine last year 240, now 383. It is estimated that their
sorg hum crop . this year will yield 1,500 gallons sirup, about the same as that obtained
last year.
For two or three years preceding the last the farming and industrial operations of the
tribe had been considerably disturbed by circumstances g rowing out of the late treaty. A
number of families changed their locations to allotments, or to new situations on the common reservation.
Doubtless the improvement shown this year contrasts with former years m ore strikingly,
owing to these circumstances. Still I trust it will be found that these Indians will maintain a continual tendency towards civilization, and a permanent advancement in material
prosperity.
I am not of the opinion that these Indians are averse to industry and to the habits of
civilized society. I would remark that the tendency to improvement is considerably more
apparent among those of the tribe who hold their lands in severalty than among those who
hold their lands in common.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. G. ADAMS, United State.s Auent.
Hon. THOMAS MuRPHY,
Superintendent of Indian A.ffairs.

No. 124.
L E AVENWORTH, KANSAS, July 9, 1866.
Sm.: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your instructions of the 2 lst
ultimo, I proceeded immediately to the Kickapoo reservation, after concluding, in connection with Superintendent Murphy and Agent Pratt, a treaty with the Delawares, which
treaty was forwarded to your address, by express, on th e 5th instant.
Superintendent Murphy and myself reached the Kickn.poo agency at Kenneknk on Thursday night, 6th, and, with Agent Adams, met such of the chiefs and headm en as had answered the call of the agent to be present. They have three chiefs, two of whom, both
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belonging to the class who have taken lands in severalty, and named John Kenneknk
and Captain Hamilton, were present. 'lhe third chief, Par-thee, who represents the
wild or Prairie band, holding lands in common, was not present, being away from the
reservation. Two of the h eadmen of the Prairie band were in attendance, by name Masbco-pa and B.ed-man. To these men we stated generally the wishes of t.be department and t enor of the treaty which we desired to make, to-wit: To provide a method
by which a new home in the Indian country might be secured for such as desired to continue their tribal condition, free from interference by whites, and those who remained might
become citizens of th e United States.
We were met at the outset by complaints from the chiefs that the tribe had not yet seen
any good resultin g to them from the treaty of 1863; that "the railroad company had their
lands, but the Indians h ad not seen five centg of money." After a long and patient explanation of the reasons for th e delay in payment of the interest due- as being the result of
delays in making the allotments, delay& caused by opposition here, not through any action of the governm ent-they appeared satisfied, and expressed a willingness to hear our
proposed treaty read.
Your instructions to base this treaty upon the rough draught prepared last spring , making
it to conform generally to the Delaware treaty where the provisions were dir ected to the
same end, were followed, with some few exceptions, caused by the difference in the degree
of civilization of the two tribes.
We went carefull y through with this proposed treaty, article by article, and explained it
thoroughly to the Indians. No objection was made by them to any of its provisions, except that which proposed to retain the funds of minors in the hands of the government
until thPy should become of age, and this was explained until th ey seemed almost reconciled to its necessity. One of the headmen , however, Mash -co-pa, was evidently reluct ant and suspicious. As we clo;;ed the council for the day, adjournin g to 9 a. m . of Saturday, all except Kennekuk, the head chief, mounted their ponies a nd rode away , and
we very soon learned that they had said they wo uld not return. Kennekuk expressed
his dissatisfaction at their conduct, and his own willingness to sign the treaty.
On consultation with t he agent and others, it was ascertained that one of the leadin g
councillors or headmen of the Prairie band, Keoquot, had gone to northern Missouri
for a bunt, leavin g such instructions with his people as would probably prevent their acting
withont his presence, although he and nearly all his people desire t o remove. It was det ermined to endeavor to get the chief, Hamilton, with the others who had been present
during th e day, again in council, with as many other leading men as possible, and to make
another trial, and accordingly messengers were sent out durin g the night. Early on Saturday morning Kennekuk and H;{milton were on hand, with several leading men
of those who holJ land in severi'J,lty, but Mash-co-pa and Red-man did not come.
We n.gain explained the treaty carefully, and asked the chiefs to state their objections, if
they had any, uut they had none. We then adjourned the council and prepared the treaty
for their signature, and on recalling the Indians told them that the treaty was ready for
th em to sign . To our great disappointment Kennekuk led the reGt in declining to sig n
any treaty. He said that "Perhaps he might make a treaty at Washington; be wanted
to see his Great Father himself; there Wbre funds due the K ickapoos which be cou ld get
by visiting him ; he had his allotment and woulrl not move from it, and did not know anybody who would do so; he wanted to see some good from the other treaty before he made
another;" with much more to the same effect No explanations were sufficient to change
the determ ination to which he and the others had come, and we were reluctantly compelled
to clo e the council with our mission unfulfill ed.
It is qu ite probable that if the chief Par-thee and the headman Keoquot had been present,
the result would have been different.
0

0

0

0

0

()

Very resftectfuJiy, your obedient eervant,

W. H.

Hon. D. N. CooLEY,

WATSO~.

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0.

No. 125.
SHA.W.NEE AGENCY,

De Solo, Kansaa, Stptem.ber 26, 1866.
In making my e.nnua.l report for this year, it gives me plea ure to be able to say that
the general condition of the hawnee tribe of Indians is, in many respects an improvement
on any year ince I have been in charge.
'
By the bl ing of Provid ncc and the vigilance and energy of the friends of temperance,
e.ery dram-bhop withi the limits of this agency bas been clos d, and, on acccunt of the im-
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proved moral sentiment of the community, what is known as the secret cellar.~ are dried up, the
effect of which has been most happy upon a great many members of this tribe. The passion for strong drink which seems to rule in the breast of the Indian, together with lack of
per:>onal pride of reputation, makes it almost hopeless to attempt to reform the habitual
drinker, while the temptation to drink is found at every cross-road as has formerly been
the case ; bui in my travel during the last four weeks to every house and hut in the nation,
I have not seen one Shawnee under the influence of intoxicating liquors. The result of
this change is very plainly seen upon the agricultural interest of the tribe.
By reference to the statistical returns of farming, &c., accompanying this report, it will
be seen that a much larger breadth of land has been cultivated than in any former year,
and with a much more favorable result. While taking the census I visited every house
and farm belonging to the members of the tribe, and I was often agreeably surprised to
find well-cultivated fields where, from my knowledge of the owners and their former habits,
I expected to find nothing. Among thE;J Shawnees who hold their land in severalty, there are
seventy-four families who cultivate ten acres and over each. Of this number, thirty-five
eultivate forty acres, sixteen who cultivate eighty acres, four who cultivate one hundred
and fifty acres, and two who cultivate two hundred and twenty-five acres each. The crops
of one of the last mentioned number would sell at the present rates for $7 ,367 . Some of
the Rhawnees will rank with the be:>t farmers in the State.
The principal crop raised is corn, although there are thirteen who have :raised wheat and
thirty who have raised oats. As a general rule the variety of the crops raised is a good
criterion by which to measure the Indian in his ~dvancement toward civilization. On tha
farms of the most intelligent we find every variety of crops, together with apples, pears,.
peaches, and grapes, while the ignorant and uncivilized a re content to live upon pounded)_
corn, raised mostly by the female portion of their families. Of this latter class there are.but few who hold their land in severalty, while nearly all who hold theirs in common.
properly belong to this class. They having been driven from their homes in the early part .
of the rebellion, and their houses de:;troyed, they became discouraged, and while unden these
circumstances and through their ignorance they were made the dupes of unprincipled and
designing men, (who should have been their friends,) to rob them, in the shape of fees, ofr
wha t little they possessed and of pledges of much more of what they anticipated . Through .
the advice of these men they were prevented from returning to their own land ev.en after.
it was safe to do so, where they might soon have erected comfortable cabins and cultivatad ·
sufficient land to have made themselves comfortable, instead of which, about one-fourth of.
tbeir number have died from hardships. One-half of the balance are scattered among the ·
southern tribes in the Indian country, while those that remain are living around among<
their more fortunate brethren as best they can, but in an almost destitute condition.
There is an increasing interest manifested by the moat intelligent portion of the tribe on
the subject of education. The Shawnee manual-labor school, under charge of the committee of the "Indiana Yearly Meeting of Friends," has been kept full during the year. The ·
contract provides for the boarding and clothing, the furnishing of medicine and medical
attendance, and instruction in the common English branches of education, of forty children
of either sex . There is a tract of three hundred and twenty acres of land set apart for a .
farm for the use of the school, on which two hundred acres are in cultivation, where the
boys are taught farming, while the girls are taught the art of cooking, sewing, &c., in the
hou:>e. This is the only school kept exclusively for the Shawnee children. The children
have made very fair progress during the year; some have become quite good readers, and
have become somewh::tt proficient in arithmetic, geography, and grammar , while others
who came into the school without any knowledge of the !!:nglish language make slower
progress, and it requires a great deal of patience and perseverance to get them started.
The children during the year have been remarkably healthy; only two cases of sickness
have occurred, and no deaths, which shows that their diet, clothing, and habits have. been
duly cared for.
The expenses of this school are defrayed by the use of the farm, and out of the fund of
the tribe set apart for that purpose.
The committee in charge had at one time under consideration the propriety of closing
the school at the end of the present quarter; but, as the obstacles which stood in the way
of its continuance have been removed, they have given notice that they,will.continue as .
per c0ntract.
·
1 here seems to be a diffidence or bashfulness in the Indian children, especially the female
portion, more than is common to white children, which hinders to a considerable extent
their progress in learning. 'l'o as.;ist in overcoming this difficulty, I. have recommended
the introduction into th e school of the exercise of singing. The Shawnees are, as a general
thing, very fond of mu ic, and I find that a familiarity with the children can be brought
about by the use of mu ic more easily than in any other manner. With this addition I
should feel well satisfied with the school, although it is all that could . be claimed or
expected under the contract, and may well be considered a success.
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There are about twenty Shawnee children who attend the district schools of the State,
and two or three have employed teachers in their families.
Religious services are held at the school-rooms once a week by the Friends for the benefit
of the scholars and such Shawnees as choose to attend. There is also a. Shawnee Methodist
Episcopal church, who have preaching every Sunday either by Eome of their own members
or by some of the white preachers of the vicinity, but there are no regular missionaries
among them.
.
.
There is quite a decrease in the population as shown by the census, which is caused principally by an expectation that their treaty would have been ratified during the last session
of Congress, under which they expected to be provided with a new home in the Indian
country south of Kansas, and a great many have moved down, some among the Senecas
and Shawnees, and others among the Creeks.
Notwithstanding very many of the Shawnees are well located, have fin e farms, good
houses, and are in a thrifty a.nd prosperous condition, yet they are of the opinion that the
tribe, as such, would be greatly benefited by removing to a new home where they can live
more to themEelves, collect together all the Shawnees who are scattered over the country,
and, by forming a more compnct settlement, be enabled to establish such a school system
as will enable them to educate all the children of their nation, and at the same time to
place themsdves beyond the influence of evil and unprincipled white men.
'Io this end they have been endeavoring for the last four years to make a treaty with the
government. Three treaties have been made with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
which failed to receive the sanction of the Senate, and last winter another was made, which
also failed to be ratified, and is now pending the action of the Senate. It i~ more than
probable that tbeS,e refusals and delays, on the part of the l::lenate, h ave been of sufficien t
benefit to the Shawnees to cancel all the loss caused by the suspense and un certainty wh ich
bas been felt ,for these four years, as it has been th e means of k etpin g up a continual dis-cussio n of the subject, until the headmen of the tribe have become quite proficient in making treaties as well as comprehending their provisions.
At a conference of the Shawnee council and the United States senators of this State, held
:at Topeka early in the present month, it was stated if the tax case now pending the deci~sion of the Supreme Court should be decided adversely to the Shawnees, then in that case
the ".civil rights bill" would make them citizens, and that would bar them from making
.a treaty with the government, and that the Indian committee refused to act upon the
.treaty until said decision was bad.
The Shawnees (being Indians) fail to understand by what right Congress can make them
•citizens without thtir consent or treaty provision. They claim that when the treaty of
·1854 was originally maqe, they reserved two hundred thousand acres out of which to make
i;hese selections, and for other purposes, and that the Senate amendt'd the treaty so as to
•Cede to the government their whole reservation. The sole ob}ect claimed for this amendment was the convenience of making the title to individuals who might make "elections,
and no.t for the purpoPe of changing the status of the Shawnees. With this understanding,
the Shawnees were induced to accept the amendment. The same Senate provided (in a bilt
organizing the Territory) in what manner Indians who should so elect might become citizens. The clause was afterwards re-enacted in the act admitting Kansas as a State. In
said act no Indian could be made a citizen without his consent. By this act it is clearly
shown that neither party anticipated the Shawnees becoming citizens under any provision
of said treatv.
1f the treaty of 1854 did not make them citizens, and they fail to comply with the provisions under the organic act with reference to Indians becoming citizens, then they fnil
.to see how it is that Congress can by act compel them to become citizens merely by the
action of a tate which was not a party to the treaty. While some of them are well q nalified
•to become citizens, and have no objections to becoming such, yet they desire to have it
.done in a legal way, and by and with their own consent.
The hawnees during the rebellion have invariably shown themselves loyal to the government, and have furnished a large number of soldiers for th e Joyal army. Owing to the
rfad that most of them were enli ted into white companies, it is somewhat difficult to obt!iin the exact number for the anriy statistics; but from the best estimate that can be made
it is believed that the number will exceed one hundred.
During the rebellion, and up to the present time, the Shawnees have suffered great loss
from thieves and robbers, who now infest their country, taking th eir hor es, cattle, and
hog ; also burning their houses, grain, &c. For these lo es they will pre cnt their claims
to the departm nt, and through their office ask the government a remuneration therefor .
.All of which is respectfully ubmitted:
JA . B. ABB01T,

Bon. T.

MURPHY,

UniUd Statu Indian Agent.
Superintmdmt Indian Affairs, Atchi8on, KanaM.
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No. 126.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
._OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

June 7, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 31st ultimo,
transmitting the following resolution of inquiry by the Committee on Public Lands of the
House of Representatives, of which you are chairman, viz :
"&solved, That the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be requested to furnish this committee with such information as may be in his possession in reference to the history and standing of the Ottawa Indian University of Kansas."
In reply I have to state that, by the sixth article of the treaty with the Ottawas of
Kansas, made June 24, 1862, provisions are made for the education of the Indians by the
setting apart of twenty thousand acres of land, and the details in regard to the sale of such
lands, and the investment, care, and use of the funds arising therefrom fully set forth. To
that treaty, as published in volume 12 Statutes at Large, pp. 1238 and 1239, I beg leave
to rafer you.
Under the provisions of the article above cited, 19,997:ltfo acres of land were selected by
the trustees therein named, such selections having been approved by the Interior Department March 9, 1864. Land included in the above amount, to the extent of five thousand
acres, having been authorized to be sold, and the proceeds directed towards " the erection
of proper buildings and improvements" upon the section set ap~rt ·for the purpose, there
bas been sold and patented to the purchasers 4,986:?090 acres, rea.lizing for the fuud the sum
of $6.233 48.
One section of the ]and is set apart especially for the location of the school and farm
attached thereto, and upon this a building is in procet:s of erection, three stories high, with
attic rooms, forty feet by sixty-five feet, designed for the use of the institution, which is
chartered under the general laws of Kansas as the Ottawa University. This building is
expected to cost about thirty thousand dollars, and, with the exception of the amount
above mentioned, ($6,233 48,) all the funds for its completion are derived from contributions of persons interested in the welfare of the Indians. It is designed to have the building completed and to commence the especial operations of the univarsity by next winter,
although there are already schools in operation.
The institution now referred to is designed, in connection with a farm, to furnish what may
be more properly termed a manual labor boarding school, but with an endowm ent sufficient
to make it free for the more ad vanctJd pupils from any of the Indian tribes. For this endowment, in addition to such contributions as may be obtained from abroad, the trustees
depend upon the sale of fifteen thousand acres of land remaining. As to the value of that
land, some idea may perhaps be obtained from the fact that the average amount per acre
which h~s been realized from the sale of certain Ottawa lands is $2 30 ; but the trustees
expect to realize much more than that average from the university lands, since their value
is enhanced by the progress of settlement around them, and they are all adding greatly to
their value by planting large numbers of trees upon them, under the direction of Mr. S. T.
Kelsey, an experienced practical man, who has been engaged by the trustees to attend t o
this business, and to open the farm upon the section attached to the univen.:;ity building.
The treasurer of th e board of trustees is under bond, filed in this office, to the amount
of forty thousand dollars.
Such, so far as officially known, is the history of the institution referred to. As to its
" standing" among the ed ucational institutions of the country, your committee will have
perceived that it is only in its preliminary or preparatory state. The schools now in operation, under the care of the board, appear to give good satisfaction, and there is every reason
to believe that, by continued exertion and good management on the part of the board,
their design of establishing an institution of the highest grade usual in this country, for
the thorough education of Indian youth, will be successful. They have the hearty symptthy of this office, and I do not hesitate to commend their enterprise to the attention of
your committee .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner.
Hon. GEo. W. JuLIAN,
Chairman Committee on Public Land&, Hou3e of Representatives.

No. 127.
WASHINGTON, D. c., April!8, 1866.
Sra: I have the honor to enclose to you, herewith, a letter from the Ottawa. Indians concerning various matters of importance to the service.
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I will communicate to you by separate letters certain facts bearing upon the several
points alluded to in their communication, but in order to do so in the manner most satisfe~ctory to you, I shall be glad to reply to any interrogations which may seem to you most
fitting to bP. made.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. C. HUTCHINSON,
Dniled States Indian Agent.
Ron. D. N. CoOLEY,
Commissioner of Indian .Afairs, Present.

OTTAWA, April 2, 1866.
Srn: There are many matters concerning our tribe which we desire to have examined
and arranged as shall !:leem right.
Several sales have taken place from one Indian to another, and we ask that they may
be approved by the Secretary of the Interior.
Since the treaty was ratified heavy losses have occurred to our tribe, and we send you, by
our agent, a list of them, and ask you to assist us to procure pay from the government for
them.
Our agent has sold nearly all of the "trust lands," and we now wish him to go east to
secure funds to build our college with, and to ask from you permission for a delegation of
our tribe to visit Washington and attend to the "matters set forth in this letter.
The ''trust lands" are nearly all sold, and as the college trustees have been selling their
"timber land" to accompany the prairie trust land, we, as council and tribe, request permission to ~ell, and desire that there shall be sold to the Ottawa University, the remaining
amount of trust lands at one dollar and fifty cents per acre, in such manner as shall seem
wise and proper to you.
We want our college built that our children may have the benefit of the school while
they are growing up.
We wish to become citizens as soon as practicable, and have authority to sell any and all
of our lands.
We hope you will give a favorable reply to this letter, and send word at once for our
delegation to visit Washington.

his

JOHN+ WILSON.,
mark.

JAMES WAID,
his

+ BARNETT,

DAVID

mark.

his

+ MUNROE,

THOMAS

mark.

JOHN W. EARLEY,
his

SOC-MA-

+ NE·BA,

mark.

I. T. JONES,
hi s

NON-+ GE-SUS,
mark.
his

SQUARE

+ GEORGE,

mark.
biB

HENRY+ CLAY,
mark.

WM. HURR.
Attest:
W;u. H

RR,

United Statu lnterprder.
I certify that the above communication was drawn up by request of the Ottawa Indians,
the point enumerated having been determined upon after several special councils held by
the Indian for that purpo ·c. I further certify that the above names were signed in my
presence and in full council.
C. C. HUTCHIN ON,

United Statu Indian .Agent.
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No. 128.
PoTTAWATOliiE AGENCY, September 17, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the annual report of Indian affairs in this agency fur
the current year.
On the second day of June last the census of the Pottawatomies, taken with a view to
their usual per capita payment of annuities, shows the whole number of Indians at that
time to have been 1,992, viz: 512 men, 501 women, and 979 children, or an increase of
118 since June, 1865, the whole number of the tribe being at that time 1,874. Only a
small part of this increase is accounted for by the return of persons, comprising part of the
number of about 400, wbo went away in the summer of 1864. I am sure the number of
Pottawatomies is increasing independent of immigration. 'l'he healthy and prosperous
condition of the tribe is shown by such increase. I may say that the Pottawatomies all
have the necessaries and most of them the comforts and conveniences of lift:J.
With us the past two Eeasons may be regarded as seasons of plenty. This year, as last,
the season has been unusually favorable for the raising of crops of most kinds Unlike
last year, we have bad no hail-storms or insects this year to interfere with th e growth or
yield of small grain. Everything attempted in the way of farming, and followed up with
the requisite care and labor, h!Ui been abundantly successful.
From a careful m:timate I submit the following as the result of the farming operations of
the tribe for the present year.
Number of acres in cultivation by members of the tribe, 1,900.
104 acres of wheat, at 25 bushels per acre, are 2,6 00 bushels, at $1 75 per bushel
$4, 550
1, 610 acres of corn, at 40 bushels per acre, are 64,400 bushels, at 25 cents per
16, 100
bushel __ • ___ .••••.••••.•••••.•••••.•• --. - •.• --- · • -.-- · ---- ·---- • -----70 acres of oats, at 40 bushels per acre, are 2,8 00 bushels, at 25 cents per bushel
700
50 acres of potatoes, at 125 bushels per acre, are 6,250 bushels, at 40 cents per
2,500
bushel ...................... ----------···-·· •••••••••••• -------- •••••.
1,200
400 bushels of turnipR, at 30 cents per bushel.. •••••.•••••••••••••• - ••• - •••••
5,600
1, 400 tons of hay, at $4 per ton .••••.•••• -----·---- .•••••.••••.••••••••••••
75
50 bushels of beans, at $1 50 per busheL •••••••••••.••••••••• ---· .•••••••••
110
110 bushels of onions, at $1 per bushel. ••••••••• ---------------------- ••••
4,000
Value of garden vegetables not mentioned above .•••••••• -- ••••• - ••• -- .•••••
Other property belonging to individual members of the tribe is estimated as
follows:
78 ,225
Number of horses, 2,235, .value per head, $35 ••••••••••••••••••••• --- ••••••••
25, 500
Number of cattle, 1,700, value per bead, $ 15 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ---1,950
Number of swine, 650, value per h ead, $3 .••••• ------ .••••• ------ .••••• ---1,000
Number of poultry, 4,000, at 25 cents .•••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••.•
12,000
Agricultural implements ••••••.••••••••••••••••• ···-···· •••• .:.············
15,000
HoustJhold goods .••••••••••• ---------- .••••. -··········-·············---10,000
Ready money in the hands of Indians •••••• -----· ........................ ..

17 8,510

------But little benefit has resulted to the Pottawatomies from their usual mmmer and fall
hunts, in the way of supplying them with meat. The buffalo were too far off; but few
were found, and such as were taken were found to be thin in flesh.
The amount of furs sold by our Indians during the year past has been less by several
hundred dollars than the amount sold last year and years before. Our Indians have not
the same need to depend upon the chase for a subsistence as they had formerly, quite a
large proportion of them having adopted, to a considerable extent, the customs and habits
of civilized life, depend upon th eir industry in the cultivation of their farms, which yield
all the necessary breadstuffs, while the beef, pork and poultry of their own raising furnish
the requisite supply of meat.
In speaking of the improyed condition of the Pottawatomies I am obliged with regret to
acknowledge that there are many, including a portion of those who hold land in severalty,
as well as those who hold in common, who are not so well advanced, and who are doiug
nothing whatever to improve their condition. It seems quite an easy matter for Indians
to adopt the vices, without being able to see any beauty in tbe virtues, of civilized society.
Whi key, the great hinurance to the material, moral and social advancement of tbe Indian,
has operated its most baneful effects upon a small portion of the members of this tribe. I
see but little hope for such ones except in their being placed in a situation where it will be
impossible, or at least much more difficult, for them to obtain it. We are s~tuated here
upon a territory thirty miles square. The country is well settled on every s1de, and on
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every side are resorts where whiskey may be bad by any one who bas money with which
to buy, and teamsters passing ov.·r the reserve in every direction, upon the public highways, have whi~:key in their wagons aiJd sell to Indians. We succeed in indicting and pu~
ishing numbers of them every year, but still there are always some left who are unpnncipled and sufficiently avaricious to be willing to take the chances for what they are sure
they can make in the traffic. I have asked for a marshal and United States commissioner
to reside near the agency with a view to greater cert~:~.inty in the arrest and punishment of
offenders.
Another source of annoyance and detriment to the interests of this tribe is the determination and perseverance with which outsiders depredate upon the timber of the reserve; and
what is particularly discouraging in the matter is that. although the courts for the last few
years have been burdened with the trial of prosecutions for such "depredation, no convictions
are ever procured, and at this time it has become exceedingly difficult to procure an indictment. These offenders sometimes succeed, by the use of a little shrewdness, in getting summoned upon the grand jury. They seem to steal timber from an Indian with as little
compunction as they marufest in receiving pay for mvestigating cases of theft and refusing to
indict.
Under such circumstances it is easy to perceive that justice to the Indian in a contest with
whites is difficult to obtain. The Indian is the weaker party, and must suffer, therefore, the
consequence of his inferiority.
It is expected that the surplus land of the Pottawatomies, under the treaty of 1861, will
soon be turned over to the railroad company, and that it will be put upon the market and
sold to white settlers. Then, when the Indians and whites are compelled to live in close
neighborhood, it may be presumed that additional difficulties may arise. There will be
diversities of habit and customs, and perhaps to some extent conflicting jurisdiction. If, as
at present, with the whole reservation to themselves, the Indians suffer continually from
depredations committed by persons living outside of the reserve line, jt iff not difficult to
believe that their troubles and annoyances will be increased when every Indian bas his w bite
neighbors immediately adjoining to his own residence.
It is my opinion, if a treaty could be neg-otiated with the Pottawatomies, similar in its
provisions to the late Delaware treaty, providing a home for such of our Indians as would
emigrate, where they could easily be protected by the government in the enjoyment of all
tneir rights, and where they would be free from the debasing effects of intoxicating liquors,
they ·would be far better off, and happier than they are here; remove such only as would be
willing to go, including as "Yell those who have received land in severalty, and wish to join
in the movement, as that part of the tribe called the Prairie band, who occupy their
diminishell re E>rve in common. It would be but a short time before such of the balance of
the tribe as might find it difficult to manage their affairs and sustain themselves in contact
with the whites would gladly throw up their allotments and follow their friends to their new
homes.
But a limited number of allottees, unuer the treaty of ] 86], heads of families, have been
through the process of naturalization and received patents for their land. Some few more
will make application this fall. There are still several members of the tribe-heads of
families-that have not applied for naturalizatiou, who are entirely competent to manage
their own affairs, and who would succeed in any community. I have advised and encouraged
but few to apply for their patents, and to take upon themselves the duties and responsibilitie. of citizens. Improvidence is the peculiar characteristic of the real Indian . No sooner
doe be become possessed of money, or property that he can dispose of, than he proceeds at
once to make it available, as far as possible, for present enjoyment, never seeming to reflect
that hi m ans may become exhausted until his last dollar is gone. Thus many of our Indians
would gladly apply for and receive patents to their land, (without realizing at all the changed
relation they a sume in the community by becoming citizens of the United States,) solely
with a view to a sale, and spending the proceeds thereof, as also their interest in the credits
of the tribe held in trust by the government for them. I ·have conceived it to be my duty to
re train such person , as far as possible, from taking any of the steps necessary for becoming
citizen . fany of them will doubtl ss find it to their advantage, at no distant day, to throw
up their pre ent allotments and follow their f1iend · vr ho may have gone before them to a new
home. Then it would be b tter that they should not have squandered their share of the
national wealth, and been left paupers upon the government or their Indian friend s for
support.
Pottawatomies have looked anxiously for the announcement that their treaty amendment
of Ia. t winter had been ratified, so that adult p rson , other than beads of familie , might be
admitted to the rights of citiz n hip. Many of the mo t competent persons of the tribe are
of this ·lass of adults, male and f male, but not h ads of families ..
The aint :Mary's :\lis ion cbool is still in succc sful op ration. TLe teachers of this
in. titution eem r ady at all tim t a toni h visitor by exhibitiug the little Pottawatomi ,
bowing tbeir advanc m nt in the tudi s taught in ho 1, and the facility with whi h Indian
·hildr n are mad to
mpr h nd the diffi ·ult pr bl m. which stand in the way of the
ndvan m n of all cbildr n in h tndy of tb natuml ·ience and the high r math matic: .
The E:ff r of l achers in thi school ha,·e been dir ·cted mainly to the in ·truction of Indian
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children, first, in the knowledge of their obligations to their Creator as accountable beings;
then in such necessary branches of common sehool education as it is thought will be found
most useful to them in after life, and conducive to their success in the world; but in teaching
the more common branches, there has been an aptness shown by Indian children which
augurs so well of success in the higher branches, that they have been encouraged at this
mission to prosecute their studies while they are permitted to remain in school, so far as their
time and opportunities will allow.
If the Pottawatorriies to-day are in the enjoyment of any advantages of civilization or
material prosperitv beyond what is enjoyed by some other tribes in Kansas, they are indebted
in a great measure for such advantages to the unceasing devotion and labors in their interest
of the Saint Mary's Catholic Mission, and the devoted religious who accompanied the
Pottawatomies in their emigration to this .reserve. The Mission School has been kept in
operation, it may be said through war, pestilence, and famine, never having been discontinued for a day on account of any of the discouraging circumstances which have at times
rendered the carrying on of such an institution an exceedingly laborious and difficult
mau~
.
.
The Baptist Mission School, which has been in operation ·a part of the time, with varied
success, since 1848, it is understood, is about to be reof)ened under the auspices of the Baptist
Missionary Board, after having been closed for the last six years. Rev. Mr. Raymond, who
has been employed to superintend the establishment, has shown sufficient energy in making
necessary preparations, repairing the mission buildings, &c., and now awaits the action of
the board to enable him to open his school.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. R. PALMER, United States Indian Agent.
Hon. THOMAS MuRPHY,
SupeTintendent of Indian AffaiTs, Atchison, Kansas,

No. 129.
ST. MARY's MISSION, Septembtr 17, 1866.
Sm : At your request I submit, with pleasure, this brief report. Both th e mal e
and female branches of the Pottawattomie manual labor school at St. Mary's have been,
since my last report, in constant successful operation. Th e number of the pupils is eve r
on the increase, and their application and orderly conduct keep pace with tL eir increa&ed
numbers. As a natural result, they have made great proficiency in every branch of their
education.
They not only spell and read and write and cypber, but they study with succE>ss the
various other branches of geography, history, and book-keeping, grammar, algebra,
geometry, logic, philosophy, and astronomy. We have Indian children h ere at our
school who succeed in mathematics, and who will analyze correctly any sentence indiscriminately taken out of any book that is placed in their hands, and will quote the rules
and give the reasons to substantiate their parsing. Besides, they are so docile, S3 willing
t o improve, that, between their school hours, they employ themselves, with pleasure, in
learn ing whatever bandy work may be assigned them. The boys' manual Ul.bor is commonly of a nature to teach them to become good farmers, and to draw from the rich es of
thei r now sectionized lands the means of living comfortably without havin g to depend too
much on a certain cl~:~ss of men who might take advantage of the experience and good
faith of our honest Indians.
The girls, besides the ordinary branches of good English education, learn to milk the
cows, see to the dairy, lend their band at culinary work, wash and iron, knit, sew, a nd
embroider, learn to make their own drf'sses; in a word, are trained to acquire whatever
may be deemed useful to good housekeepers and accomplished mothers of families. The
number of Indian children whom we tutor and board and clothe at the mission averages
some 200 children. Upwards of twenty-five persons are assiduously engaged in taking
care of them and providing for their wants; these contribute their gratuitous labor. in the
good cause of ame liorating th e condition of their red brethren. They labor hard, and live
economically to realize what is necessary for the support of so many. What they regret
is that their means have not allowed them to procure sufficiently commodious buildings
for their pupils. Some of the very best and most enlightened men, holding high positions
in the Senate and the Cabinet, have, at different tirues, in their official capacity, honored
our cbools with their presence. They have spoken with the highest admiration of our
in titution; they have express~d their wonder bow, during the difficult struggles of the
war, we kept up the schools m an ever-flourishing condition ; th ey have remarked the
want of proper accommodations ; they have spoke encouragingly; and yet, strange as it
may seem, through some or other mi. hap or forgetfulness, nothing bas been done to
remedy this great want, while appropriations are being mado for similar purposes in favor
DEAR
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of kindred institutions, where less sacrifices have been made for the good cause. This is
felt by many who are, heart and soul, devoted to this good work, while the ashes of
several of their companions once struggling with them are commingling on a common
burying ground with those of Indians whom they had helped to civilize, and who now
sleep with them in the grave. This is felt not as a grievance, but it is felt as one of those
privations which they have frequently to encounter, and which time and the kindness 6f
such as can remedy the evil will correct. In this hope they are determined to go on doing
what good a stout will and circumstances will permit.
I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. DIELS.

Major L. R. PALMER, United States Indian Agent.

No. 130.
MARSHAJ.LTOWN, IowA, January 4:, 1866.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge , the receipt of your communication of the 14th
October last, in relation to the Pottawattomie Indians, ,was duly received, and would have
been sooner answered but that I could not get the nece.ssary information.
On in quiry I find that there are 92 Pottawattomies in Marshall and Tama counties.
There are also a number of ~iusquakas, but the exact number I could not ascertain. The
latter, I believe, are a remnant of a branch of the Sacs and Foxes. Johnny Green is chief
of the former . He is a very peaceable and quiet man, and most of people feel kindly towards him and his people, of whom I have beard little or no complaint. If there is any
objection it is only as to the matter of begging, and I think they seldom do this in a manner offensive and annoying to the white people. I think they only beg from extreme
necessity. Still, if they could be induced to settle elsewhere, our people would doubtless
prefer it. There is, in fact, a sort of indifference about it. Green is about 70 years of
age, and I think he and his people are in extreme circumstances at present. The poor
old man has been to my office frequently recently, desiring me to do something for them,
and especially to write to the President for some assistance. To gratify him I wrote a.
J::hort note to the Commissioner a short time since, at the same time giving him to understand that he must not rely on any assistance, as it was doubtful what could be done.
Some years ago the Iowa legislature granted this people permission to reside in Marshall
and perhaps Tama county; or it may be that the Pottawatomies were allowed to reside
in Marshall, and the Mnsquakas in Ta.ma. The permit to reside in Marshall, I think, was
given lily the session 1859-' 60 ; but I have not found an opportunity to look the matter
up so as to speak definitely.
As to whether there are suitable vacant lands in this f!tate to locate these Indians on I
am not advi sed.
Green bas got some notion, but from what source I do not know, that there is a good
location for his people in the forks of '£urkey river, in the northern part of the State, but
I know nothing about it. He says that about 387 of his tribe are in Wisconsin, and intend to come to this State next spring, and they are all going to the ''Turkey Creek
forks" He seems to have got this notion while in Washington city last full. Says he
intends to go to Washington again this year.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. HENDERSON.
Hon. JA.liES HARLAN, Secretary of the Interior, Washington City.

No. 131.
SAc

AND

Fox

AGENCY, KANSAS,

September 26, 1866.
m: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department I have the honor to
submit my fourth annual report of the condition of the Indians under my charge.
• The ac~ and Foxe. of the Mis is ippi number, according to the enrolment made on the
20th day of July, 1866, as follows;

Yen ·----·.·----·---·------ ---- ---------------- ·----- ---------- ··---· -----·

249

Women .••••• ---------- ·--- •••• ---- ·----· ··---· ·----· ---- ·----· ---- __ ·-·--·
Children ••• ------------- -- ··---·------ •••••. ·----··---·--··----·----------

299

Total .••••••••••• ---- •••• ----·--- •• -------

208
766
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This is a decrease of 39 from the enrolment of the previous year, which can only be aocounted for by the inevitable fate that governs all Indian tribes.
There ha.'l been a marked increase in agricultural products and personal property generally, as the following careful estimate, compared with that of the previous year, will
show:
Number of ponies 1,5 "10, at $40 each .••••••••••••••••• _. --- •••••••••••.••• $60,000
Number of bushels of corn 11,000, at 75 cents per busheL •••••.••••• -------8,250
Number of bushels of potatoes 50, at $2 per busheL ••••••••••••••••••• ------ .
100
Number of tons of hay 100, at $5 per ton •• _••• ___ •••• ,. ••••••••••••••••••••
500
Number of cattle 30, at $20 per bead.:.. __ •••• __ ._·----· •• ___ ••••••• ---- ••••
600
250
Number of swine 50, at $5 per head·-----·-··-------------------····---69,700
Besides the articles above mentioned, they have raised the usual amount of beans,
pumpkins, squashes, &c. The crops are smaller than they otherwise would have been
from the fact that throughout the whole of the early portion of the season more rain fell
in ~ansas than has been known in many years before, and the latter part of the season
was unusually dry.
The Sa8 and Fox mission school has been regularly kept up, and has met with gratifying
success. It has been liberally assisted by the Indian department from the civilization
fund, but the chief encouragement in regard to its future prosperity arises from the growin g interest of the Indians them!':elves. For the details of the mis~ion school and farm, I
respectfully refer to the accompanying report of Rev. W. Rogers, who has been teacher and
superintendent since April last.
The Chippewa and Christian Indians connected with this agency number as follows :
Men ••••.••••• ----···· ••••••.••••• ____ ·--·-······· .••••••.•••••• ----·-··------ 18
vVornen •••• ·-··--··-······· •••••. ·-·-------···· •••••••••••••. ········--···-·· 23
Children .•• __ ••••••••••••• _.................................. - --· ••• --- --- ~ ---- 39
Total .•••••• ------··--· •••••••••••••••••••• ·----· •••• ···---· ••.•• ·--- 80
They are making slow but steady progress in civilization; have fine crops of corn, vegetables, and fruit ; and when mad e citizens, (as they probably soon will be,) will be no dis·
grace to the State in which they live. The following are the agricultural and other statistics of the tribe :
Number of acres under cultivation •• _.-- • ----- ••• --·. ---··· ---- •••••••• ---- •••• 245
7
N urn ber of frame houses •• _• ___ •• _.• __ ••• _•••••• -. --- •• --- •••• ---. ---- • -- •• -- Number of log houses •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --------............ 18
13 acres of wheat, 12 bushels per acre, 156 bushels, at $2 per bushel. .•••••••••••• $312
168
8 acres of oat::l, 30 bushels per acre, 240 bushels, at 70 cents per bushel •••••• ---200 acres corn, 15 bushels per acre, 3,000 bushels, at 75 cents per bushel .••••••••• 2,250
10
1 acre of beans, 5 bushels per acre, 5 bushels, at $2 per bushel ..•••••••• - •• -- • - ••
8 acres of Hungarian, 2 tons per acre, 16 tons, at $5 per ton ..••.••••••••••• ~---80
6 acres of sorghum, 40 gall ons per acre, 240 gallons, at 60 cents per gallon ••••••••
144
8 acres of potatoes, 30 bushels per acre, 240 bushels, at $2 per bushel .. ---~ .•••••
480
125 bushels apples, at $2 per bm>hel. ••••• ------ •••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••
250
400
80 tons prairie hay, at $5 per ton •••••••••• --------·- ••••••••••• ---- __ .•••••••
63 h or es, at S4 0 per head . _•••••••• __ ••• __ • _• __ • . . • •• _••. _•••••••.• __ •••• ___ • 2,520
110 cattle, at S20 per head •••••••••••••••••••••••• ------------····----······ 2,200
750
150 hogs, at $5 per head .••••••••••••••.• --------·-----··-----------------9,564
The Chippewa and Christian Mis ion Echool has been continued as heretofore, under the
charge of Rev. I. Romig, whose report accompanies this, and to which I respectfully refer.
The employes at this agency are black mith, a istaut blacksmith, gunsmith, physician,
and interpreter. They have all di charged their re pective duties to the satisfaction of the
agent and the tribe.
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The general condition of the Sac and Fox tribe has been, in the main, satisfactory since
my last report. Drunkenness has steadily decreased, until I can almost say that it does
not exist among them. Uonsiderable suffering existed during the early summer, resulting
from the protracted delay of the spring payment, and the consequent inability of the Indians to obtain food and clothes. Many of the tribe were days at a time with nothing whatever to eat. But in general, when the payments are made with a regularity which the Indians think they have a right to expect, they are provident to that degree, that they are all
the time well fed and well clothed. They are generall:y honest and peaceable, and the
complaints of their depredations outside the reservation are very few.
Considerable difficulty, amounting to dissension, has existed during the past year among
the Indians themselves, which has arisen frqm causes which the agent, with the means at
present in his hands, is unable to control. I have made known in former reports that the
tribe consists of four bands. Three · of these bands are interested in the ad van cement of
the tribe in civilization, while the fourth or" wild band" is opposed to schools, cultivation of the soil, and every other evidence of civilized improvement. Under ordinary circumstances, the Indians left to themselves would have no difficulty on account of this difference in tastes and opinions. Those that wished to live in hou;;es, raise crops, and send
their children to school, could do so without fear of mol est ation. The wild ones might
and do ridicule them for entertaining such notions, but their friendly intercourse would not
thereby be disturbed. But artful and designing white men can, by t akio g ad vantage of
such differences of opinion, easily create disturbances, which it is ditficult to q uell. Such
has been the case here. Certain men, whose former connexion and experience with Inrlian
tribes should teach them better, have, through unprincipled agents and emissarieB, and for
the most dishonest purposes, persistently poisoned the minds and excited the passions of
this "wild band," until at one time the most careful management was required to prevent
deeds of violence. These evil-minded meddlers, knowing well the credulity of the Indian
character, inflamed them by every gross and improbable misrepresentation that their ingenuity could devise, until they were made to believe that every person connected with the
government was their natural enemy, and using every means tp defraud them of their annuities and other rights. They were advised to refuse to pay their individual debts at
the trading-house, notwithstanding the fact that no tribe in the country has more honorable traders, or ones who deal more generously with the Indians, and notwithstaudmg, too,
that the accumulation of debts is one of the heaviest curses that befall a tribe, as these men
with their experience ought to know. And they have been urged to resist all supposed encroachments upon their rights by force.
I have made eYery effort to counteract such influences , and to preserve peace and contentment in the tribe, but experience shows that the Reeds of disaflection sown by unscrupulous white men among Indhms take deeper root and show more abundant fruits than
peace and good order can exhibit.
The length of this report precludes me from specifying further in regard to these interferences and disturbances; indeed many of the particulars have been before communicated
to yourself, and through yon to the Indian department. Attempts of the character indicated have thus far failed in their designed effects, and have to all appearances ceased, but
their recurrence at any period would be of incalculable detriment to the interests of the Indians-more so than it is possible for any peraon not preRent with the Indians to conceive.
It would, in my opinion, be advantageous to the Indians, and may in time become a necessity, that agents should have power to deal summarily with all persons fouud upon Indian
reservations who are malig nantly seeking to disturb the internal arrangements and tranquillity of the Indian tribes.
Notwithstandin g th e adverse circumstances above mentioned, as having occurred in the
early summ er, I will indicate my opinion of the prese nt condition of this tribe by saying
that I chall enge com parison as to quiet and orderly behavior, and the prevalence of good
m oral , between the present condition of these Indians and that of any other Blanket
tribe of the country of equal numbers and advantages.
I will conclude my report by saying that the acs and Foxes are beginning to see clearly
that it will be impos ible to maintain their present reservation very long against the influx:
of emigration and the de mands of the country, and are desirous of r emoving to the lands
ne wly acquired by the government from the Indians south, and to this end are desirou of
concluding a treaty fo r the di posal of their pre eat re ervation, and tht:l acquiring a new
one at an y time, not far distant, which the Oommi ioner of Indian Affairs may indicate.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. MARTIN,

U. S. Indian Agent.
Ron . Tnoll.AS
BPn Y ,
'uperintendenl of Indian .Affaira, .A.tchiacm, KanMlt.
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No. 132.
LAWRENCE, KANSAS, October 9, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your instructions of the 14th of
August last, I proceeded to the Sac and Fox agency on the 5th instant. In my letter of
the 2d instant I informed you that I expected to go there on the 4th instant, but Major
H. W. Martin, the agent, being absent from the agency, attending the State fair, the 5th
was the earliest day that could be arranged. Upon my arrival at the agency on the afternoon of the 5th, Antoine Gokey, the interpreter who accompanied Mo-ko-ho-ko to Washington last spring, was sent out to notify all the Indians that an agent of the department
had arrived from Washington to investigate the charges at:tainst Major Martin, and to tell
a!] of them to come to the council-house early in the morning.
They came on the next day (the 6th) about 12 o'clock ; also Mr. George Powers, of Centropolis, and an attorney from Ottawa, H. P. Welch, esq. , who appeared in the interest
of the dissatisaed Indians. When all the parties were ready, the investigation was commenced, the interpreter and witnesses being duly sworn. The investigation continued on
the 6th, at dark, both parties being permitted to examine and cross-examine. At dark there
was an adjournment until the next day.
At 12 o'clock the next day the Indians again assembled, and when I was about to proceed with the investigation, I was informed by Attorney Welch and Mr. Powers that the
Indians .{iesired to hold a council ; that th ey thought they could settle their difficulties
among themselves. To this I consented, and after several hours' delay tLey came into t.he
council-room. The chiefs made speeches, and a paper setting f,n·th the basis of their agreement was drawn up, interpreted to the chiefs and councillors, and signed by them. In
this paper it is stated that Mo-ko-ho-ko shall hereafter be comidered as a chief by blood ;
that ali other relations in the tribe shall remain as heretofore ; that Mo-ko ho. ko and other
disaffected Indians withdraw all charges against Major Martin, and state that they have no
further cause of complaint against him, and agree that the expenses incurred by Mo-ko-hoko arid his band, including $600 attorney's fees, shall be paid from the annuities of the tribe.
Although Attorney Welch declined to proceed any further with the investigation, and
the Indians had declared them~elves satisfied, yet, as I had been sent by the departme nt
to in vestigate in regard to the charges preferred against Major Martin, and as he expre,-sed
a desire to have the investigation continue, I proceeded to examine all the witnesses that
were available during the afternoon and evening of the 7th, and the forenoon of the 8th
instant.
All the testimony wao carefully written down by a clerk employed by me for that purpose, and the same, together with the agreement signed by the Indians, is herewith transmitted for your consideration.
The testimony taken is not of the best chnracter that could be desired, nearly all the
witne~<ses being connectt>d with and in some way interested in the affairs of tb e agency, but
it was the only kind available. Great latitude anli also directness in examination was allowed to the parties and t-xercised by myself in questioning the witn esses, as it seemed
necessary to bring out the testimony bearing upon the chrLrges, and to facilitate the investigation. Taking the testimony for what it is W•Hth, it shows as follows in reference to the
charges preferred against Major Martin :
In reference to collu ~ion with an(l receivin~ gratuities from traders, the witnesses, when
interrogated upon this point, answered that t.hey knew nothing about it.
In reference to favoring one trading-honse, re.;ulting in the exaction of exorbitant prices
from the Indians, the testimony shows that one hou~e has been patronized, but the fact
that exorbitant prices have been exacted is not established.
·
In reference to the failure to properly enrol certain Indians, and the detention of annuities; rightfully due to them, thitl charge relat.es to So-kah-net and hi s band, whom the testimony shows to have been absl:lnt in the Ot>age country, and who were not enrolled at that
time by order of tbe chiefs and council, but who have since returned to the tribe and have
had the annuities lost by their ab:;ence made good to them.
In refe rence to the combination of the Agent and Keokuk to oppress that part of the
tribe who do not agree with his policy, and the charge that Keokuk aud his abettors have
grown rich out of the funds of the tribe, the testimony shows that three of the ch iefi!, Keokuk, Che-ko-skuck and Pcth-teck-qnaw, are those that have made some advancement towards civilizat ion by living iu houses and cultivating land; that Mo ko-ho-ko, who was, during the term of office of your predece or, Commis ioner Dole, removed frorr. office by Agent
Martin, probably with the approval of the Commissioner, and who, according to the agreement of the Indians of the 7th instant, was reinstated, represents th at portion of the tlibe
who prefer the Indian mode of life, anci who do not desire to adopt tb e ways of the white
man. These I am sati ti ed, from t.he teRtimony, compriRe a mJtjority of the tribe While
the testimony shows that Major Martin has ~ncouraged those who have made efforts in the
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way of civilization, it does not show that the property which Keokuk possesses bas been
acquired since Major Martin has been agent, except such as may have been derived from
his efforts at agriculture.
In reference to the charge that Major Martin bas wrongfully appointed certain Indians
" sheriffs and councillors," and paid them from the funds of the tribe, it appears that these
officials were appointed and their salaries fixed by the chiefs.
In reference to the driving away of one Tesson by the agent, the testimony shows th~t
this was done by order of the chiefs and council, Tesson being a Menomonee, and that h1s
son, who married a Sac woman and was adopted by the tribe, has occupied the farm vacated
by his father and has cultivated as much of it as he desired.
In reference to the charge that the agent bas exerted his influence to divide the tribe. it
appears to me from all the testimony that any effort the agent has made to advance the
Indians in civilization bas been opposed by a majority of the tribe.
The maintenance of the sheriffs and councillors, who the agent, Keokuk, Che-ko-skuck,
and p,~h-teck-quaw clairu are necessary for the preservation of order and the tramaction of
business, will probably be opposed by that portion of the tribe w '10 desire to retain their
Indian customs, and it will be a question for the department to decide whether what 11ppears
to me to be a minority will be sustained. This minority all, or nearly all, wear the
blanket, are unable to speak English, and differ only from the remainder of the tribe in
this-thJ~.t they live in houses, make some advancement towards farming, are disposed to send
their children to school, and to transact their business in a manner approaching that of the
wLite man. It is proper to state that those favol'ing wild life raise small patches of corn.
In reference to the interpreter, Mr. Goodell, the majority of the Indians seem to be dissatisfied with him. The testimony shows no specific cause. That he is not a half-breed
was the principal ground advanced by Mo-ko-ho-ko. The testimony show::; nothing against
his character as a man, but, on the contrary, represents that he has se t a good example to
the I ndians. Although there are other parties on the reservation qualified to interpret, I
am not prepared to recommend that a change be directed, as I do not feel sati::;fied from ob·
servation that the position could be better filled .
The testimony shows that the administration of Agent Martin bas tended to the improve- •
ment of the Indians, that there is less drunkenness and theft than there was prior to his
term of office, and that he bas been uniform in his treatment.
While I was there the Indians were quiet and orderly. I visited the shops and school.
The former seem well conducted, and the children in the latter will compare favorably in
advancement and deportment with those of the same age in any white schooL I also visited
the trading-house and examined their books, making a copy of some of the Indian accounts,
which are submitted h erewith.
There are other points brought out by the testimony which, for the sake of brevity, I will
omit, and for which you are respectfully referred to the accompanying record of testimony.
As I promh;ed the Indians, I call your attention to the protest of Keokuk against tbe division of annuities in favor of members of the tribe in Iowa, and the request of all for the
early payment of their annuities.
The papers accompanying your instructions to me are herewith returned.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. R. IRWIN,

Special United States Agent.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Cummissioner of I11di.an }Jjfairs, Washington , D. 0.
At a gen~ral council of the Sacs and Foxes of the Mi sissippi, held on the 7th day of October, 186 6, rt was agreed that Mo-ko-ho-ko shall berec.~.fter be considered by the Sac and
Fox Indians as a chief by blood, and exercise power accordingly ; that all other relations
and aff>:tirs within the tribe shall remain as lJCretufore. Keokuk and Che-ko-skuck to remain
and be recognized as government chiefs; that Mo-ko-bo-ko and all others of the tribe withd~aw any and all charges that they have made against Major H. W. Martin, th e agent of the
tnbe, and have no further cause of complaint again -t him ; that they are fully sati tied by
this arrangement, and will hereafter live in peace and on friendly relations. And it is
agreed that the expenses which have been incurred by Mo-ko-ho-ko and his band in the
pro ecution of tbeir complaints shall be pai from the annuities of the tribe, incl uding attorney's fees, not to exceed five hundred dollars, to Colonel Chipman, of Wa hington, D. C.,
and one hundred dollars to H. P. Wclt>h, of Ottawa, Kan as.
his x mark.
KEOKUK,
'HE-K - 'KUCK
his x mark.
M -KO-llO KO, '
hi x mark.
PAH-TECK-QUAW, bjs x mark.
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No. 133.
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1866.
Sm: I desire to submit, for your consideration, the following statement in relation to a
faction of the Sac and Fox Indians, headed by Maw-mew-wah-ne-kah, and now living in
Iowa. It is represented to me by the chiefs in council of the Sac and Fox nation, that at
the time of the allotment of lands in severalty under the treaty of 1859, this man was a
chief; that he was opposed to receiving lands in severalty ; that he refused to be enrolled
for th at purpose ; that so far as his influence extended he prevented other Indians from being enrolled, and to the full extent of his power hindered and impeded the execution of
said treaty. For this contumacious conduct he was, as I have reason to believe with the
approval of the government, removed from his chieftainship by Major Hutchinson, at that
time agent for the tribe; and thereupon, with some five or six lodges whom he induced to
follow him, he left his people in Kansas and, without the consent of the agent or other
proper authority, went to Iowa, where he has since continued to reside. The Sacs and Foxes
are now and ever have been willing that he and his followers shall reside with them at
their reservation and enjoy a full and complete participation in all the benefits resulting
fl'Om their tribal organization and treaty relations with the United States.
They are not, however, willing that these bene~ts shall be extended to them while they
refuse to reside with them and persist in living apart from them, for the simple and sole
reason that as a people they are willing to observe their treaty stipulations with the government and conform to the policy adopted by the United States and belie,·ed to be conducive to their best interests.
They believe that any recognition on the part of government of this lawl ess and disaffected faction or any division of their funds for their relief, or as a contribution to their
support while they continue apart from the tribe and refuse obedience to lawful authority
as enjoined by treaties with the United States, is only calculated to promote and fo:;ter a
spirit of disobedience, disaffection, and insubordination among their people, weaken the
authority of their agent, encourage the disintegration of the tribes, and is promotive of no
good end whatever, either to the people remaining upon the reservation or to those who are
thus, in utter disregard of their treaty stipulations, separated from them, and, as they believe,
leading a life of vagabondage among th e whites, making themselves a nuisance in the
neighborhood where they reside, and, so far as in them lies, bringing disrepute and disgust
upon the whole Indian race. Whenever, as has frequently been the case, any of these
stragglers have returned to the reservation at the time of the enrolment which is made
preliminary to an annuity payment, they have invariably been enrolled without the slightest
objection so far as I know on the part of the tribe, and have received their full share of
the annuities, and there is not to-day, nor has there ever been, any obstacle or objection in
any quarter to their return to the tribe, and to their full, free, and complete participat.ion
in all respects in every benefit and advantage to be derived under their treaty or in any of
the laws, customs or usages of the tribes.
Since my arrival in this city I have learned that some five thousand dollars of the tribal
funds have been diverted to the use of these lawless Indians. Believing ihat this must
have been done without accurate knowledge of thn circumstances under which they have
separated and are living apart from their people, and that to thus recognize Indians who are
living in obstinate and continual disregard of law, and this at the expense of a people who
are faithful to their treaty stipulations, can subserve no good end , and its influence upon the
Indians upon the reserve tends only to promote and encourage disaffection and insubordination. An honest desire on my part to faithfully discharge my duties to the Indians under
my charge impels me to protest, and I now respectfully and most earnestly do, against any
division of the tribal funds for th e benefit of those who, al:l I believe, are utterly unworthy,
and without any just claims thercb.
V~:ry re::spectfully, &c.,
H. W. MARTIN",
Dmted States Indian Agent.
Ron. D. N . CooLEY, Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 134.
To the Secretary of the interior, Washington Oity, D. 0. :
We, the undersigned members of the band of Chippewas, of the county of Franklin,
and tate of Kansas, would mo t re pectfully submit for your consideration the following
questions, and would ask you to g ive us you1· opinion thereon at the earliest day possible,
to wit:
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Whereas a difference of opinion bas arisen between the said band of Chippewas and the
band of Christian or Munsee Indians upon their treaty of July, 1859First. After all the selections and asl:iignments are made, the balance of the lands belonging to said Chippewas are to be sold, and for whose benefit?
Second. Is the twenty thousand dollars belonging to the Christian Indians in the bands
of the government; and is the three thousand dollars received by the said Chippewas from
the Cbristhm Indians, and the six thousand dollars received from the government, and the
proceeds of the sale of the Chippewa lands, and the several amounts before enumerated, to
be united and become a common fund between said tribes of Indians?
Third. Are the said Chippewas and Christian Indians, under said treaty of July, 1859,
regarded by the government as being one band of Indiam;?
·
Done in council this 16th day of July, A.. D. 1866.
his x mark.
ESH'l'OWEQUIT, Chief,
his x mark.
EDWARD McCOONSE,
his x mark.
LEWIS GOKEY,
his x mark.
'l'HO:VIA.S TURNER,
his x mark.
ALB'RED McCOONSE,
his x mark.
ROBERT,
his x mark.
ANTOINE GOKEY.
his x mark .
.JOHN NASEVOO::;EN,
his x mark.
WALASKA,
his x mark.
SOOSKA,

No. 135.
DEPARTiiENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

·

August 18, 1866.

· SIR : By reference from the Ron. James Harlan, Secretary of the Interior, the following
communication from E~btonquit and others, members of the banct of Chippewas in Franklin county, Kansas, assembled in council, has been received at this office, to wit: (See
letter above.)
You will pleaRe make known to Eshtonquit, and the others Rigning with him, the following answers to the interrogatories propounded by them, which are so numbered as to correspond to those interrogatories, to wit :
1. After all the selections and assignments are made, the balance of the lands belonging
to the Chippewas, under the treaty of May 9, 1836, are to be sold, and the proceeds, by
article two of the treaty of July 16, 1859, "shall be regarded as belonging to the aforesaid
band of Chippewas," but, by article three, such proceeds, together with the re:;idue of the
Chippewa funds, are to have mingled with them the balance of certain funclB of the Christion Indians, "and the moneys so mingled shall constitute :t joint fund, subject to the
direction and control of the 8ecretary of the Interior." And article 3 further provid("S
that a portion of such joint funds shall be expended in certain ways, for the benefit of said
united band of Indians, and that the residue, after deducting certain expenses " shall be
invested in safe and profitable stocks," the interest of which shall beo applied, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, for various ohjects connected with "the general
prosperity and advancement of the aforesaid bands of Indi ans in the arts of civilized life. "
It appears evident, from the use of the terms ba~ and united bands, that the proceeds
ari iug from the lands sold, although they were to be " regarded as belonging to the
Chippewas" were really a part of their contribution to the •· joint fund" and as such were
to be expended for the benefit of both the Chippewa and Christian In dians.
2. The funds belonging to the Chri tian Indians. the three thousand dollars paid by them
to the Chippewa Indians, and to the six thou anrl dollard paid to the Chippewa Indians by
the overnment, have all been consolidated into one common fund, known as the trust
fund of the Chippewa and Christian Indians, and after deducting the sums expenrled for
•· school·bouse, church building, and blacksmith shop and nece ary fixtures," the balance
ba been inve ted in stocks of the following character and par value :

?!fi QUri t:ix per cent .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $5,000 00
600 00
nittd, tates "five-twe ti " ····-----······· .••••• --------······ ••••••
Uuited tates "seven·thirtie " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• _ 24,700 00
Total •••••••••• --··--····................................ •••••

30,300 00

-----
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To this sum may be added the cash now on hand arising from proceeds of sales
of Chippewa lands, of March 24 last ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••
Former balance, " proceeds of lands" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• _.
. 'l'btal •••••••••••••••••• _••••••• __ ••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••

2,241 84

13 28
2,255 12

---------

This sum is yet to be invested in "safe and profitable stocks."
3. By article first of the treaty of 1859 it is declared that ·the "aforesaid," that is, the
Chippewa and Munsee "bands of Indians are hereby united for their mutual advantage as
herein" (therein) "indicated'' The union indicated in the treaty consists in the equal
rights of the inrlividuals of either tribe in the allotments of land to be made, and in the
holding of the balance by the reduced reserration in common, as provided for in article
one . It also consists in sharing in common, under the provision;; in article three, the
benefit of the funds to be expended for "school-house, church building, and blacksmith
shop and necessary fixtures," and the henefits of the interest accruing from the investment
of the remaining funds in safe and profitable stocks. The two bands also have the same
agent.
It appears, therefore, that, in these Feveral respects, the Chippewa and Christian Indians
<tre regard ed by the government as being one and the sn.me band of Indians. Whether
they are to be so regarded in other respec ts the treaty does not determine, and probably
is not within the scope of the interrogatories prvpounded by the Chippewa council to ask.
Trusting that these answers may prove satisfactory to aU the parties concerned, I am,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. C00LEY, CommiMioner.
THO:PtiAS :\IuaPHY, Esq.,
·

S1p't Indian Affairs, Leavenworth, Kansas.

No. 136.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Atchison, Kansas, July2l, 1866.

Sra: I have the honor to inform you that, in obedience to instructions of your letter of
lith ultimo, I have visited the Sac and Fox agency, and paid the Sacs and Foxes their annuity.

1: arrived at the agency in the night fl.n rl the next day sent out messengers for the Indians
to come h1. About noon of the same day I held a council with the chiefs and counci lmen
of the tribe, at which council I informed them what I bad come for and how I intended t?
make the payment; that I would pay a portion of debts they had incurred on orders, and a
portion direct to them, and wished to kuow their wishes on this point.
Whereupon head chief Keokuk informed me that the clothe:; they wore and the food
they had eaten were got from the traders; that they owed for them still ;·that they were just
debts, and ought to be paid; and requested me to pay off a11 the orders In thi s the other
chiefs and councilmen unanimously coincided. I told them that I could not do this ; that
I had l:lpecial instructions in relation to making this payment, and thfl.t 1 would have to
obey them. I found, from an examination of the traders' books and consultation with the
agent, that he, the agent, had issued orders to all these Indians to the amount of twenty
dollars each . So far as I could ascertain from an examination of the traders' books, everything seemed to he fairly done ; in dealing with the Indians the prices charged being
about the same as that charged for similar articles on the Missouri river, transportation
added. After carefully examining everything pert11-iniog to this question, and taking into
consideration the desire of the chiefs and counsellors to pay off alt these orders, I decilied
to pay three-fourths of the orde~s. and pay direct to the Indians one·fourth.
On the next morning, about eleven o'clock, the Wild hand, led by Mo·ko ho·ko, assembled on the heights above the agency, all being mounted, and, with their banners flying.
and drums beating, marched rlown to the agency. After a general shake-hands and a war:
dance, which they insisted on giving, I informed them what I was there for, and also as to
how I proposed to make the pfl.yment, which they all agreed to. I then commenced pa-ying, and concluded by dark that day. Some of the Indians, on receiving that portion of
their annuities in money, handed it over to the traJers, saying it did not belong to them,
while the larger portion of the Wild band kept what they got, saying they needed it now
for their families, and when they were paid in the fall they would pay the traders; this I
have no doubt many of them will do. It being late wh en the payment was concluded, and
many of the Indians having to go some twelve miles to their homes, they requested that I
would remain until noon the next day; that they would return by that time, and wanted to
have a talk with me in relation to their business on the reserve. Of course I remained, and
the next clay at noon met them again in council.

18
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They said they had been told by white men, some of whom speak their language, many
things which made them very unr.asy. Some of the things told them were that their agents
and chiefs were to be removed ; that their h ead chief was to be a white man ; that these
and many other stories had been told them, and that the parties who had told them Said
they had letters from the honorable Commi~sioner of Indian Affairs which said all these things
were true ; that their young men believed these white men, and that it had caused bitter
quarrelling and divisions among the tribe, and had almost lead to war among themselves.
1 explained all these things to th em, and gave them good advice how to act in future.
When we parted they expressed themselves as glad that I had come, and promised to live
more agreeably among themselves in future.
Such is briefly what was said and done while I was with these people. They are, as a
tribe, the most intelligent Indians I have yet met, and I believe as a general thing mean
to do right. I find among them the same differences that exist in all the tribes in Ka.nsas;
the chief councilmen and others ,;iding with the agent in sustaining schools and trying to
have their children educated, teaching others to cultivate farms, &c., and to advance, if
possible, their people in civilization. These are always opposed by the wild portion .of the
tribe, who think anythin g tending to civilization is an innovation on the Indian customs
and a usel ess expend iture of money. This tribe are trying to educate their children, and
seem to take considerable interest in their advancement. Having no treaty provisions for
school funds, they t<l.ke out of their annuith·s each year fl. small sum for t his pnrpose, and
the chiefs are very desirous that the dtpartment would sustain them in this good wor k.
· All of which is respectfully subm itted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS MURPHY,
Superintendent. of Indian Affairs.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 137.

AGENCY, ComWIL GROVE,
Kansas, September 10, 1866.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the condition of the Kansas tribe
of Indians for the year ending with date .
Immediately after the payme nt in September, last year, the Indians began to go into the
buffalo <'ountry, and by the 1st of November there were but few left at home. These few
obtained a very precarious support. 'l hose among the buffalo lived well and were generall y
healthy. It is estimated that they killed three thousand buffalo, and obtained nearl y as
many robes, which brought an average of seven dollars, yielding an income of twenty-one
thousand dollars, in addition to the meat and tallow. 'l'hey sell, duriug the winter, enough
to buy their groceries and dress, and sell the balance in the spring, and thus support themselves while putting in their crops. They carry on a considerable traffic with the western
Indians in horses, which they sell to th e whites, and thu s support themselvet! in the ~umrner.
This traffic amounts to not less than fifteen thousand dollars per year, two-thirds of which
is profit.
Farming among them this year bas been •uccessful, and some few take considerable intere t in their work. I think there is an increasin g disposition with some men to do their
part of the work.
The accompanying report of the farmer will acquaint you with the results of this branch
of the efforts to civil i:.~e the tribe, and render it inctu trious and self·supportin g.
The school, which ha been under the care of the Society of Friends, will be clot:ied on the
15th instant . Thi ·effort to educate the Kaws has been a fail urtJ. The lett erR which I have
written you on this subject, during the past sprin g, sufficiently indicate my views of the
cause. I would re pectfully refer you to my letters of .April 9 and May 18. Whoever
succeeds with thi tribe must be thoroughly imbued with the missionary spirit. Religion
and its handmaid, education, cannot be separated with reasonable prospect of success. Men
in other offices may theorize to the ()(lntta.ry, but a few years' actual contact with savages
will office to bow the fallacy of many plausible theories.
Whenever the school i re umed, it should be done on uch a liberal scale that the scholars may lJe better clothed, better fed, and better cared for in every respect than the children at home. Then the contrast will show the superiority of civilired oyer savage life.
imultaneous effort hould e made to hri tianize the adults, otberwi e the scholars very
soon aft r leaving school will r turn to heatheni m with greater capabilities of evil. ' The
ol r.oen of the tribe see tbi tendency, and remark that the young men who have been to
school are the wol'bt in the tribe,
KANSAS
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The accompanying report of the teacher and superintendent will show the number of
scholars and other information.
The small amount which last year was granted for medicine and medical attendance, has
been the means of saving some lives. A still more effective and economical method will
be for the agent to keep a supply of medicine at the agency, and distribute them himself.
One of the chief obstacles to the improvement of this tribe is intemperance. 'l'he Santa
· Fe road passing their lands, whiskey is obtained in large quantities from trains, es pecially
Mexicans, who are frequently supplied with kegs of whiskey for Indian trade. There are
many other sources of supply. The profits of this trade are so great, the difficulty of conviction for the crime, and the trivial penalty, in case of conviction, which our courts inflict,
are all inducements to engage in the traffic. The courts treat this violation of law so lightly
that there is little encouragement to agents to attempt to bring the guilty to trial.
AiO a general rule, whoever looks for much improvement among such a people in a single
year, will be di~appointed; yet I may safely say that, during the time I have been with
them, there has been some advance, and now I think they respect the rights of property
of white men as much as white men respect theirs.
During the year a considerable number of horses have been stolen from the Indians by
white men, a few of which I have recovered.
I am satii;fied that the condition of this tribe would be improved if they we:re moved
farther south, and greater f<tcilities furnished them for fa!·ming and stock raising.
About a year ago the young men who were in the army were honorably discharged;
since that time, their conduct has been fat· better than was anticipated. Some were decidedly improved by their army experience
The steam saw-mill belonging to .this agency is fast going to ruin from disuse, and cannot now be sold for one-fourth of what it would have brought three years ago.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. FARNSWORTH,
United S tates indian Agent.

Colonel THOMAS MuRPHY,
Superintendent indian Affairs, Atchison, Kansas.

No. 137 a.
FRIE~Ds'

KANSAS MISSION ScHooL,
9th month lOth day, 1866.

RESPECTED FRIEND : In compliance with thy request, we make our annual report.
There has thirty-three Indian children attended the school more or less the past year.
Twenty-two of them attended quite regular through the winter, while the Indians were out
on their hunt but on their return in the spring, the children visited their relatives and
returned, but 'in a short time wished to go home again, and in some cases left without our
consent, and as it was more agreeable to them to live an idle life, they did not wish to return, and, a~ their relatives generally felt but little interest in having the children educated, tuey were allowed to remain at home. OtherR were tal;en home to assist about
ploughing and planting. Thus our school was rediwed to about half the number that it
was through the winter.
\Ve made consiclerable effort to get more children to come to Rchool, Lut there was not
enough interest in having their children educated to prompt them to keep them in school
. regular, but as they become more civilized this interest will increase.
· We think that there has been some improvement in thh; tribe in the past nine years, and
we hope to see more in the future. Civilization is a very gradual work, and we should not
become discouraged if the great work moves slowly on.
We have not been unmindful of the great importance of giving religious instruction both
to the young and old, and have endeavored to embrace all suitable opportunities of giving
such instruction
I will enclose in this our teacher's report for the past six monthR.
Respectfully,
THOMAS H. STANLEY.
H . w. FARNSWORTH.

No. 137 b.
FRIENDs'

KANSAS

MISSION

SorrooL,

9tl~ month 11th day,

1866.
With this date clo es my six months' term in this school. I have
twenty-five nameH enrolled, Of the e twelve can read-one in the Third Reader, five in the
RE!Il?ECTEn FittE!!ID!
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Second, and six in the First Readers. Willson's Readers are the ones used in this school, :tnd
I think tlJem very much in advance of all others as helps to the teacher, particularly in a
school of this ldnd, as the beautiful pictures interspersed throughout their pages are calcu lated to awaken and call forth thought and inquiry. Eight of my smaller pupils spell and
read in the primer; and five have not yet mastered the alphabet.
Two have got to the division of compound numbers in arithmetic. Most of the children
haye been exerdsed in mental arithmetic. Some little progress is apparent in this branch.
Several of them can repeat the multiplication table off the book, and the rest of them can
chant in concert.
All have bad more or less exercise on the blackboard, slate or paper, in writing and
drawing, of which they are fond, and some improvement is perceptiule. The exact daily
attendance has been 13l6 .
I have found these children much easier governed than I had anticipated. When treaterl
kindly, they seem to be of an affectionate disposition. It seems to be great cause for reg1et
that the fallow ground which has been brought into a somewhat t en[l.ble state, and i::; begin·
ning to show forth tender plants of knowledge, should now be left soon to become overgrown by briara and thorns.
Respectfully,
MARGAHET H. WATKINS.
H. W. FARNSWORTH.

No. 138.
KANSAS AGENCY, CouNCIL GROVE, KANSAS,

May 18, 1866.
SIR : Your letter of the 11th instant, enclosing the letter of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs of the 30th ultimo, bas been receive<l. In answer to the inquiry, "as to th e manner in which the stipulations of the contract are being fulfilled by the persons having
charge of the schools," I have to state, in general t erms, that I think the persons having
charge of the schools are fulfilling tbe stipulations of the contract conscientiously, and honestly to the best of their ability, and with a sincere desire to benefit the Indians. The contract requires th at the Indian children be received to the buildings and farm, and taught a
good English education to the extent of their cap.a city, and, in addition, to teach the boys
farming, and the use of tools and agricultural implements, and the girls the various branches
of housewifery, including sewing and knitting, and dairy operations, and whatever may
tend to advance their civilization. All these things they have endeavored to teach, an<.l
with some success. But it has hitherto been found almost impossible to keep the children
long enough in school to e:ffect any permanent good, and in every instance, so far as I know,
the ~;cholars on leaving school become in all respects as much h eathen as those children who
have not been in school.
That I might bear, from the Indians themselves, the reasons why they do not send their
children to school ancl keep them th ere until they are educated and have adopted permanently the habits of civilized life, I called all the Indians together yesterday in grand council, and read the Commissioner's letter and asked for a free expreesion of views. The univer al complaint is that the children are not well enough fed and clothed. They say if the
children had plenty of coffee, meat, flour, &c., they would be contented and not run away.
I think if the children were better fed, better clothed, and the school exercises rendered
more intere ting, lively and attractive, that the disposition to run away would be much
less. In this view of the case, I am of the opinion that some of my suggestions in my
former report were pertinent. In our council yesterday the superintenden t of the school
promi ed to give them a more generous table, provided the school was filled up so that he
could afford to do so, and the Indians promi ·ed that the school should be filled. How these
promi es are kept I will report to you.
'The presen t number of scholars is fifteen, l1ut one girl abol'lt six years old.
I have talked much to them about sending their girls to school, but, so far, without muc!l
effect. 1 may as well say to you what I have said to those in charge of the mission, and
which they admit, in part, that the extreme simplicity of the Quaker system renders it unattr.u:tive to K>~.w Indi m . Those in charge desire to make still fmther trial, and if
there i no more apparent success during the summer, I should certainly think a change
de. irable, and I think the mi ·ion people are of the same opinion. Superintendent tanley will send copies of all this corrc pondence to J eremiah Iladley, the contractor, who, I
-pre ume, will notify you of his int ntion .
Very re pectfully, your obcuient servan t,
H. W. FARN WORTH,
Unil.td Statu Agentjor Kamaalndiam.
Co1ond Tno~. 1UUPBY,

uptrinl.tndmt Indian

Affair~,

Atchiwn, Ka113aa.
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No. 139 .
HEADQUARTERS, FORT DODGE. KANSAS,

March 5, 1866.
To the Assistant Ad}utant General, District of Kansas :
I have the honor to report that at the ~equest of Major Wyncoop, special Indian agent, I
left this post on the 15th of February last, with my company K, second United States cavalry, and proceeded to l~ort Larned, where I arrived on the 16th of February. On the 18th
of the same month, company L, second United States cavalry, Lieutenant Cahill in command, wt>.s ordered to report to me. ·with these two companies, numbering jn all about
sixty men and two commissioned officers, (Lieutenants Cahill and Bates,) I left Fort Larned,
accorupanied by M~jors Wyncoop, Dryer and I. C. Taylor, Indian a.gent, with a. team containing Indian goods in charge of Major Wyncoop and I C. Taylor, for the India.n villages
situated about forty miles southeast of Fort Dodge and about seventy-five miles from Fort
Larned. \Ve were detained some three days at the crossing of the Arkansas fifteen miles
east of Fort Dodgt:, on account of ice and ban weather. On the afternoon of the 24th of
February we crossed the river and camped. The next day resumed the m>Lrch, guided by
a Kiowa Indian named Heap-of-Bears, who brought us to the Indian villages on Bluff creek,
after a march of twenty miles over a good trail.
I encamped close to the Indian villages composed of a band of Cheyennes under Black
Kettle ; of Apaches under Poor Bear, and a party of Dog Solrliers and Kiowas.
On arriving near the villages many of the Indians came out to meet us, evincing signs of
friendship. We remained in camp awaiting the arrival of Little Raven and Big Mouth,
Arrapahoe chiefs who were some thirty or forty miles distant down the creek.
On the 28th of February Major Wyncoop had a talk with the chi,fo present, and concluded
to deliver the goods to those present, on the 1st of March, and set Little Haven's aside,
to be delivered to him on his arrival, which took place on the following day.
After the distribution of the goods, Major Wyncoop held a council with the chiefs. The
principal chiefs present were Black Kettle, Poor Bear, Medicine Arrows, and Big Head.
The latter two were not present at the treaty at the mouth of the Little Arkansas, and
have been leaders of the Dog Soldiers and hostile to the United States since the treaty.
Major Wyncoop addressed them, explaining the adyantages of peace and disadvantages
of war with the United States. He presented a -written agreement for the signa.tu re of
those chiefs not present at the treaty at the mouth of the Little Arkansas, which ag-reement
bound them and their followers (the Dog Soldiers) to abide by and ll:eep the treaty made
by theit' brethren at the mouth of the Little Arkansas. I told th em that as an officer of
the government I should enforce the treaty to the letter, :>nd flhould expect them to abide
by it in the same spirit. Should they be molested or injured by bad white men, I should
be glad to have them report it, and I would take all measure:; in my power to ha.ve the
offender or offenders punished.
·
Big H ead, in the course of .his remarks, said that he and his tribe objected strongly to
the Smoky Hill route, and to living soutll of the Arkansas; that the road lay through their
best hunting grounds, and the country south of the Arkansas was not hh:;, but belonged to
the Apaches and Arrapahoes, and he and his tribe preferred to live in the country north of
the Arkansas, where they were born and bred.
Major Wyncoop replied, telling him his viewfl should be represented to the proper authorities, but unW th ey could be heard from he and his tribe had better stay peaceably
where they were, to which be agreed.
While we were with these Indians, they aU showed a desire for peace and friendship,
and not a single unfriendly act occurred bt:twee n them and the comm::md during our stay.
I am of the opinion that there will be no mor(j trouble with them if the treaty is strictly
enforced, Indian agents made to do their duty, aud traders made to show their license, and
have their goods examined before going into the Indian country. While in camp, M, ' O I'
Wyncoop requested me to send to Little Raven's camp for a white girl who was captured
last August by the Cheyennes on the Platte river. I sent Lieutenant Bates, company K,
second United States cavalry, who accomplished the mission and delivered her to Major
Wyncoop.
This young girl' s name is Miss Mary Fletcher, about sixteen years old, from Henry county,
Illinois. She had been bought at a large expen~e from her capturers by Messrs. Hanger and Morris, Indian traders. The gentlemen deserve credit for this act.
On the 21st of February, during my ab ence from the post, a son of Mr. Boggs was killed
and scalped by a party of four Cheyenne Indians, about six miles east of Fort Dodge, on
the Arkansas river. On inv tigation, it appears that Mr. Boggg went to the Indian camp
without any authority whatever, and while there traded an Indian eleven one-dollar bills
for eleven ten-dollar bills. The Indian found him out, came over for revenge, and, unfortunately, killed his son. I think this case needs no further comment.
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I would say, in closing my report, that it was at the earnest request of Major Wyncoop that
I took command of the escort. He thought it very impoi'tant that Major Dryer and myself should see these Indians and talk with them.
I left the Indians on the 3d of March, and arrived at this post on the 4th.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. A. GORDON,

Captain Second U.S Cavalry, Brevet Lieut. Col. U. S. A.

No. 140.
FORT LARNED, KANSAS, April 8, 1866.
Sm: I have th e honor to state that on the 4th day of this month I met and talked with
the n-maining band of Cheyenne Indians mentioned in my report of March 5 as not having been in communication with.
.
This band comprises a large portion of the fighting element of the tribe, and although
their headmen signed the agreement which has been forwarded to your · department, I
deemed it my duty, as well as very n ecessary for the public interest, to see and talk with
the warriors of that band, as well as to have them proceed south of the Arkansas river 1 all
of which I have accomplished. They li~tened to me with much attention and were per. .
fectly willing to follow my directions in every particular.
I have now got all of the h ostile bands in, and can safely declare the Indians to be at
peace, and consequently the different routes of travel across the plains perfectly safe. The
effect is already plainly visible from the fact of the mail travelling without escort, and small
parties of emigrants and frei ghters. pursuing their course in perfect safety and without the
anticipation of any danger from Im:lians. I have visited the Indian camps without escort,
and to all appearance they are as peaceably disposed as I ever kuew them to be prior to the
opening of hostiliti es.
They all agree in regarding this a" strong peace," as it has been consummated with the
warriors in the field, rather than with the old men in council. In all my conferences with
these Indians they have stated that the tiioux, who have always been their allies, have
promised them to "bury the h!itchet" ''hen t hey learn that they (the Cheyennes and Arapahoes) have made peace. I have information that such is already the case, but presume
your dep:utment has been fully advised in the premises.
I consider that all that remain s now is for th e government to fulfil in every particular
the promises made to them, and feel assured that the result will be perpetual peace with
these Indian s.
1 have the honor to remain, with much respect, you obedient servant,
E. W. WYNCOOP,

~Ia}or

and Brevet Lieut. Col. U. S. A., Special Indian Agent.

Hon. D. N. CoOI.EY,

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0.

~0.

141.

INDIAN OFFICE, July 25, 1866 .
With the approbation of the Secretary of the Interior you are hereby instructed to
repair forthwith, by the mo t direct and speedy route, to the reg ion at present occupied by
the Arapahoe and Cheyeunel:i, who were treated with last Oetober, and who are understood
to be restive under the delay in the dt:llivery to them of goods and the non-fulfilment of
other stipulations of their treaty.
You will take the earliest opportunity of a sembling the leading chiefs of these Indians,
and of explaining to th em the re -tsons for this delay, being the fact that Congre s has but
yesterd y p sed th e nece ry appropriation bill·, and you will in~ rm them that the necessary fund are now at the di po l of the dep rtment, and that the payment will be
Ill de in the hortest tim e po ible, in such article , and at uch times a,nd places, a may
be roo ·t de irable and convenient, if they continue to keep the peace; and you will a certain and report as to what kind of goods the Indian de ·ir , nd what it may be safe and
proper to furni h to them. You will tate to them di tinctly that while the dep rtment
rea ly regret the delay which h occurr d, y ·t that the Indian cannot be allowed to
ke tl.e m-1.tter into their own b o
n1l com nee act of plunder or other outro.ge ;
l t. already, by reason of the bad coo uct of some of their 1 eople, the deparLmen t has
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been obliged to suspend the delivery of the goods sent out, and that no goods will be delivered or payments mflde so long as there is anY- apprehension of hostilities.
You will urge upon the majority of these tribes, if, as the department believes, they are
disposed to keep the peace, that their young men must be controlled by them, and compelled to keap quiet, for if the government is obliged to open war upon them all the
people will suffer terribly, and such chastisement will be made that there will be nobody
left to make war.
You will be expected to report frequently as to your doings and the condition of affairs
as you find them.
in order to a successful issue of your interview with the Indians it may be necessary for
you to furnish them with a temporary supply of provisions; and, if this is found to be the
case, you are authorized to purchase, a.t the lowest practicable rates, such amount as shall be
necessary for the purpose within the limits of the amount placed in your hands.
Major General Pope, in command of the military division, will be requested to render
you all possible aid in the prosecution of your errand.
You will be furnished with the sum of one thousand dollan; fur your necessary travelling
and other expenses under these instructions, for which you will be held accountable under
your bond
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner.
Colonel E. W. WrNKOOP, Present.

No. 142.
FORT ELLSWORTH, 811!0KY HrLL, August 14, 1866.
Sm: I have the honor to report that I have just met the Indians, in purmJance of my
inrstructions, and have held a CCluncil with eight of thei r pl'incipal chiefs. . They were glad
to see me, st~ted that they supposed the government had forgotten th em and did not intend to fulfil its pledges ; that therefore it had bee n hard to restrain their young men, but
now since my arrival, and in consequence of the assurance:; I macle them, they were satisfied that eve rything would be a ll right. They st>ttecl that it was hard for them to give up
the Smoky Hill country, but that they were satisfied now that it was useless for them to
throw any obstacles in. the way, and therefore they would not trouble the road, but resign
themselves to their f<tte, and they hoped, in consequence of the government taking from
them their last hunting grounds, the Great Father would have pity upon them and take
care of them in the future, and hereafter promises made to them would be fulfilled. They
exprsssed themselves in the most eloquent manner as being desirous of retaining the hand
of their white brother and not letting go of it. They also stated, emphatically, that if
any of their young men hereafter committed any act offensive to the whites they would
confiscate his property, or, if necessary for an example, kill him.
I consider this council a very importan t one on account of the representation on the part
of the Indians, all of them being chiefs who exercise considerable authority, and many of
them having control of tbe fighting element of the tribe. The chiefs present were , Black
Kettle, Little Wolf, Big Head, Roman Nose, White Beard, Setting Bear, Little Black Kettle,
and The Man that Shot the Rea. Roman Nose is the head chief of the northern band of
Cheyennes. In regard to the expenditure of the money appropriated, they desire six hundred ponies, in the place of those taken at Sand creek, and the balance in fancy Indian
goods The time for the receipt of the same I have arranged shall be the last of September.
There were present at the council, beaides myself, GFmeral I N. Palmer, command\ng
the military district, Colonel Green, seP-ond United States cavalry, and several other officers
·
of the United States army.
The Indians, very feelingly, again referred to the fact of the two Indian children, taken
at the massacre of Sand creek, not h rw ing, according to promises made to them, been returned. Apart from the fact that it is the duty of the government to redeem the pledges
made to them in that respect, I would respectfully suggest that it is a matter of policy that
immediate measures be taken to hunt up and return those children.
I will report in person in Washington as soon as possible.
Hoping that my action may meet with the approval of the department, I respectfully
submit Lhe above, and remain, with much respect, your obedient servant,
E. W. WYNKOOP,

Special Unitd Statu indian Oommiuioner.
Ron. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Department of the interior, Washington, D. 0.
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FoRT ZARAH, KANSAS, September 30, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to herewith transmit my quarterly report. I made my distribution of annuities on the 21st of July, 1866. Having no place of storage for the goods
I was compelled to detain Mr. Carmichael with biB teams until I could gather the Indians
together, which explanation I gave in a former communication. The Indians were all well
pleased on rectipt of their goods, and perfectly satisfied with th em, except the tob~cco,
·which did not suit them, it being fine-cut, and requested me not to bring any more ol the
kind or they would not receive it. The plug tobacco is what they wish. After the distribution, Black K ettle, the Cheyenne chief, requestedme to giYe him a written permit .t()
go on the Smok,y to hunt the buffalo, and I sent Captain John S. Smith, United States mterpreter, with them, to remain in th eir midst and watch their movements, with ord~rs,
that if he saw anything like hostile demonstrations upon that road, to report to me Imm ediately. Black Kettle informed me that the -Dog Soldier Indians were to meet. him
there in council and to make medicine, (a kind of religious worship they hav e,) and that
he (Black Kettle) would, if possible, prevail upon the Dog Indians to return with him..
to thi s place, (Fort Zarah,) to talk with me in reference to their relinquishing the right of way
to the Smoky Hill country. At the present time I have not the leastdistant ideathatth ey
will ever give it up peaceably, as the Dog Indians say they will fi ght for it as long as th~r~
is one of them remaining. That being th e; r determination, extermination of that portiOn
of the Cheyenne nation, in my opinion, is the only ultimatum to a permanent peace. '!'bat
portion of th e Cheyennes, and all of the Arapahoes, that ~;igned th e treaty are still willing
t o abide by it, and have used their endeavors with the Dog Soldiers to get them t o agree
to the same, but their councils with them, so far, have all been futile.
I would resp.ectfully call the attention of the department to the fact that the Kiowa Indians have been making a raid into Texas on a stealing expedition, and, 11earn, have l•een
quite successful in getting horses. They also have in their possession five femal e captives
that they took at the time of making the raid, which was made in August last. An infant
belonging to one of the captives being rather troubl esome they knocked its brains out in
presence of the mother. I received a communication in reference to the captives from
Colonel Grover, the commanding officer at Fort Lamed, which I herewith ann ex :
"HEADQUARTERS, FoRT LARNED, KANSAS,

September 9, 186~.
"Sm: A Kiowa chief came to see me to·day and told me that a party of Kiowas and
Comanches had just returnea from the south , and bad brought with them, from Texas,
five white captives, a mother and child and three other children, {girls.) He stated that
they had gone to Texas to make peace with the whites there, but had been received in a
hostile manner, and, in consequence, had taken the captives; but that th ey were ready to
give them up to you whenever you might can for them. I directed him (the chief) to tell
all the principal Iudia.ns concerned in the capture to report all the facts in the case at once
to you, and to follow your directions with regard to the dispoeition to be made of the
prisoners. He promised that it should be dbne at once. Their camp is about twelve milea
from here, on the south side of the Arkansas.
"I report this to you in order that you may take such steps in the matter as the circumstances require.
"lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. GROVER,
''1fojor Third Infantry, Brevet Col. U. S. Army.
' Major TAYLOR, Indian Agent, Fort Zarah."
On the receipt of the above letter, as soon as the coach came along, I started for Fort
Larned, which place I arrived at on the 11th instant, on my way to the Kiowa village to
get the captives.
On the morning of the 12th, SetaJ:tta, the Kiowa chief th at led the war party that captured the pri oners, came into Larned to negotiate a sale of them, and propor:ed to give
th m up to me, providing I would pay him liberalfy for them. I asked him if he bad forgotten th e treaty ; that according to the agreement betwt:en the Kiowa nation and the
·nitcd tates, his people were not to take any more prison ers; that the people south and
north were the same, and under the same governmen t; and that be knew p rfectly well
that it' a in violation of the treaty ; and that I would not pay him one dollar for them ;
u that he mu t bring them into Fort Larned, deliver th em up to me, and that Colonel
rover would take care of them until their ag nt, Colon l Leavenworth, could arrive and
ke charge of them ; and th t h , ( lonel Leavenworth,) their agent, would settle the
ru ller ith him and his tribe. Ho (the chief Seta.nta) desired ten days' time to get the
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nation together, and hold a council in reference to the matter, and at the expiration of the
time would bring them in, or answer to the contrary. The length of time required was
granted him, and during the expiration of the time, he (Setanta) and his tribe went to
Fort Dodge and effected a sale to the commander, which I have been informed he paid
the amount of two thousand dollars for the delivery of the prisoners to him. By what
authority he did it, I know not; but, however, I presume he does. I would most respectfully and urgently call the attention of the department to the fact that ' every prisoner purchased from the Indians amounts to the same as granting them a license to go and commit
the same overt act. They boastfully say that stealing white women it~ more of a lucrative
business than stealing horses. I think it high time that they were made to feel the strong
arm of the government, which is the only thing that will bring them to a sense of their
duty.
I have had considerable trouble suppressing the liquor trade among the Indians. Large
quantities have been smuggled into the country and buried, and traded to them secretly. I
have burst up the business of several of them, and at the present time I think thP,re is but little
of it done. My Indians have and sLill are behaving themselves admirably, and I have no fears
of an outbreak if the Dog Indians leave them ancl go north, which I presume will take place in
a few days. As soon as I give them their autumn annuities, they are to go to their bunting ground, o·ne hundred ·and twenty miles south of the Arkansas, at which place they will
remain until I send for th em. I think about two·thirds of the Cheyenne nation are dislJOsed to live up to the treaty, and the remainder, which compose the Dog Soldier Indians,
are opposed to the treaty. The Arapahoe Indians are all well disposed, and tell me they
intend to live up to the . treaty, and remain at peace with the United States if all the Indians of the Cheyenne nation should go to war; and I have confidence in wl;l.at they tell
me, as they appear to be very submissive. A. large number of the Arapahoe nation are
afflicted with those filthy, loathsome diseases, gonorrhma and syphilis, and gonorrhmal ophthalmia. 'l'hey learned I was a physicLm, and I wa'l importuned upon every hand for medicine to cure them, u.n til I sent and purchased a small amount of drugs out of my own
funds, which has been the means of curing a large number of them.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to subscribe myself your obedient servant,
I. C. TAYLOR,
United States Indian Agent.
Colonel THOMAS MuRPHY.

No. 144.
OFFICE SuPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Atchison, October 6, 1866.Sm: I have the honor herewith to transmit a letter from Agent Taylor, of the 1st instant,
relative to the Dog Solriier banrls of tbe Cheyenne Indians, in which it is stated that they
have abandoned the region of the Smoky Hill country, and have gone south to join
their tribe. I am afraid the good behavior of this band will last only until they have received their proportion of the Indian goods and presents which are now being sent to Fort
Zarah.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS MURPHY,
Szperintendent Indian Affairs.
Ron. D. N. CooLEY, Commissioner, Washington, D. C.
FoRT ZARAH, October l, 1866.
Sra: I have the honor to inform you that, since sending my report, the Dog Soldier
Indians have been to see me about Smoky Hill road. In council with them I told them
that it was nonsense in the extreme for them to contend against the· road going through
that country; that the Great Fath er at Washington had said that it must go through, and
th at it would go through, if H had to be done at the point of the bayonet, and that extermination would be the final result, of every Indian that would attempt to resist it ; and
that 1 wi bed them to look at me a their friend, and listen to my advice ; that I would
say nothin g to them but what would be for their own good. I wished them to give up the
idea of contending for the stoppage of the road, go south Of the Arkansas river, remain
'Rith the tribe, behave and conduct themselves proper and right, and that the Great Father
at Washington would use them well, ~rcat them kindly, and care for their wants. I wished
them to understand that I talked stro.1ght and positive, and they might depend upon it as
being the facta in the case.
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They remarked that my talk was different from any that had been given them before,
and that they knew now what they had to depend upon, and liked me much for my frankness in expressing myself to them, and thought, perhaps, they would take my advice, but .
desired time to think and talk the matter over among themselves.
Since I had the conversation with them I have been informed by Little Rock (one of
the braves, and a leader of a band) that the Dog Indians had come to the conclusion to
give up the road and go south this winter with the tribe.
·
I have the honor to subscribe myself your obedient servant,
I. C. TAYLOR,

United States Indian Agent.
Colonel THo:r.rAs MURPHY.

SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 145.
HJ<:ADQUARTERS SouTHERN SuPERINTENDENCY,

Lawrence, Kansas, September 30, 1866.
SIR: In July last letters were addressed from this office to all the Indian ageuts within
this superintendency, copies of which are enclosed, directing them to forward their annual
reports by the 13th of September, and up to thid date no reports have been received.
.
In August, 1865, I was appoh.~ ted by the President a commissioner to negotiate treat1es
with certain Indian tribes, and immediately after making my last annual report was ordered
to Washington, where I was detained, by order of the Interior Department, until in September instant.
My duties as commissioner have prevented me from visiting the Indian tribes at their
homes, and cannot, therefore, from personal observation, give you such information as to
the condition and wants of the several nations and tribes as I would be glad to, and having received no reports from the agents who are in direct communication with the Indian.s,
I have not the means of furnishing that information usually and properly embraced m
the annual reports.
As far as I have been able to learn, the Indians are generally returning to their former
pursuits before the late war, and many of them put in crops, but a portion will not raise a
sufficient amount of produce to prevent suffering.
The Indians embraced in the Wichita agency, are probably the moi!t destitute, and unless some relief is furnished, they must suffer the horrors of both hunger and cold, as they
are greatly in need of subsistence and clothing.
I would suggest the importance of promptly complying with the treaty engagements of
t~e government with all the Indian tribes, furnishing all the facilities necessary to re-establish schools and to encoui·age agricultural pursuits.
With proper assistance and encouragement all the tribrs within the Southern superintendency will not only become self-sustaining, but independent, and ultimately wealthy.
I exceedingly regret that, upon my return to these headquarters, I did not find from the
agents such information and statistics as would have enabled me to have given you a full
and complete report .
. ?wing to the d.elay _in negotiating treaties, no material changes in the sfattis and conditiOn of the Ind1ans m the Southern superintendency have occurred since my last annual
report.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELIJAH SELLS,
R on. D. N.

Superintmdent of Indian .Affairs, Southern Superintendency.
CooLEY,

Oammiui.oner of Indian .Affair&.

No. 146.
DEPART:HE, T OF THll INTERIOR,

0./fi« indian Affair&, March 21, 1 6 6.
m: I have the honor t o acknowledge the receipt, by reference from your department,
of a requ t from
on. B. ~· . W (1 , ch irm n of th e ommitteP. n Territorie of th e
nited
tcs nate, t hat t hat commi ttee m y be furoi be wilh information relative "to

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

283

the unanimity of sentiment among the Indians therein resident, in relation to the organ
ization of the proposed Indian te-rritory, and also the population of said territory, with the
probable number of such population who are in favor of and against the proposed Territorial government.''
In reply, I have the honor to state that the basis of the information in possession of this
office upon the subject is the frequent expression of opinion made by leading men among
. the several tribes when in conference at F'ort Smith, Arkam;as, in September, 1865, when
the proposition referred to was first submitted to the 'llndians.
By conference with the representative men of the tribes who have for several weeks been
present in this city and through their agents, this office is convinced that the sentiment in
favor of the project having in view the same end as the organization of territorial government has been constantly gaining ground.
The present population of the Indian country is estimated, from the best sources at command, as follows :
Cherokees .•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• _••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 17,000
Choctaws and Chickasaws .••••••••••• -----··· ••••.•••••••••.••••• ---- •••••• 29,000
2,000
Seminoles ••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••• ·-·····-----······ •••••••••••••
Creeks .•••••••••••..••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••• - •••••••••••• -- - - - - • --. - - 14,396
2,300
Wichitas and affiliated bands .•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• -·- •••••••••••••
670
Quapaws, &c .••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••• - .••••.•••••••••••• -----58,366
Of the above a sufficient expression of sentiment bas been obtained from the Cherokees,
Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Creeks, and the Quapawl:! ·and others of the Neosho
agency to authorize this.office to judge of their serV;iment in regard to a territorial govm:nment, and to state that while they do not favor that proposition, they are willin g to adopt
provisions which will, doubtleEs, lead to such a .result in the form of a general council, as
described and provided for in articles of the treaties now being negotiated, and which
articl es, it is expected, will be assented to by all of the tribes and bands treated with.
I herewith transmit a copy of the proposition last referred to, which has already been
assented to by the Creeks and Seminoles, and is favorably thoug ht of by the Choctaws and
Chickasaws, and by that portion of the Cherokees who took pa rt in the rebellion, numbering some 6,500. In this proposition the Wichitas and affiliated bands, and the Quapaws,
&c., will readily concur, and the Shawnees of Kansas, who p~·opo~e to remove to the Indian
country, have already agreed to it, as will also the other Kansas tribes whom it is proposed
to remove thither.
.
Th e so-called Loyal Cherokees, numbering about 10,500, do not consent as yet to
either the Territorial proposition or the other, as described in the accompanying paper ; but
it is hoped that, upon fur.ther reflection, they will consent to a policy which is deemed to .
be so clearly calculated for their benefit.
The Indians are thus seen to be, by a large majority of those now resident in the country,
opposed to a t enitorial policy, but in favor of a council whose operations will gradually
lead them up to that policy, in the proportion of about 48,000 to 10,000.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner.
Hon. JAliES HARLAN, Secretary of the Interior.

No. 14.7.
HEADQUARTERS COMMISSIONER FOR REGULATING RELATIONS BETWEEN
FREEmiEN IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY AND THEIR FORMER MASTERS,

.Fort Smith, Arkansas, January 5, 1866.
Sr:a : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to instructions from you, of date November 20, 1865, I have v~sited the following tribes of Indians, in the Indian territory, which
formerly held slaves, vJz: Seminoles, Creeks, Cherokees, and the loyal portion of the Chickasaws, under Lewis Johnson, and my report is made out and forwarded at this time, before visiting the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations, for the reason that as the condition of the
freedmen in these nations requires the immediate action of the government, there should
be no delay on account of any failure of mine to make an early report. The freedmen are
the most indu trious, economical, and, in many re pects, ·the more intelligent portion of the
population of the Indian territory. They all desire to remain in that territory upon lands
8 et apart for their own exclusive use.
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The Indians who are willing that the freedmen shall remain in the territory at all, also
prefer that they should be loeated upon a tract of country by themselves. This question
has been canvassed much by the freedmen and the Indians, and the freedmen have come to
the conclusion that they are soon to be moved upon some tract of country set apart for their
exclusive use, and hence are not inclined to make any improvements where they are, or do
any more work than is absolutely necessary for their immediate wants.
The spring or warm season commences early in this country, and farmers and planters
ordinarily commence ploughing and p"ktnting as early as the lst of March. Renee you will
see that it is of the most vital importance that if lands are to be set apart for this population it should be done at once, and if not they Ehould be so advised immediately, so that
they will be induced to make other arrangem.ents. Most of these freedmen have ox-teams,
and among them are blacksmiths, carpenters, wheelwrights, &c. The sentiments, prejudi~es,
&c., on the part of the Indian nations towards the freedmen at present are as follows, VI~ :
The Creek nation look upon the freedmen as their equals in rights, and have, or are_m
favor of, incorporating them into their tribes, with all the rights and privileges of native
Indians. The Heminoles entertain the same or nearly the same sentiments and feelings as
the Creeks.
The Cherokees are divided in sentiment. A portion, and not a very small portion, thi~k
the government should move the negroes from their country, as it has freed them ; . whl!e
a portion, including the principal chief, Downing, are in favor of having them retamed m
the nation, and located upon some tract of land set apart for their exclusive use; and. Colonel Downing says that this policy will obtain in the nation, and that civil rights will be
accorded to the freedmen before a great while
The Choctaw nation is divided in sentiment, but the preponderance of sentimen~ is
strongly against the freedmen, and a violent prejudice exists against them in that natto?,
which time alone will overcome. The public men and council acknowledge a change 10
the relations of the former masters and slaves, while a large portion of the people do not
admit any change in these relations, and their action and treatment towards them is muc?
the same as formerly, except in instances where the freedmen are driven away from then
former :homes by their masters. One freedman bas been killed at Boggy depot by his former
master, and their are rumors of several other cases, and no action has yet been tal\ en by. the
government to punish the party guilty. As indexes to the feeling in the Choctaw ~a~wn,
I enclose copies of laws passed by the national council, in October last, marked Exb1b1t A,
and a letter of date of January l, 1866, from N. Folsom, one of their prominent. me?,
marked Exhibit B. My own conclusion is that the public sentiment of this natwn m
regard to the freedmen is radically wrong at the present time.
.
The Chickasaw nation is still holding most of their negroes in slavery, and entertam a
bitter prejudice against them aU. They have provided by law for the gradual emancipation
of their slaves, and exclude all from the nation who left it during the war. In other wo.1 ds,
all negroes who left the country and joined the federal army are prohibited from returmng.
This is also true in the Choctaw nation It is reported to me by the chief, Lewis J ohnson,
that Governor Colbert stated to many people, and publicly, hefore leaving for Washington,
that they should hold the ~:>laves until they could determine at Washington whether or not
they could get pay for them, and if they could not tben they would strip them naked and
drive them either south to Texas, or north to Fort Gibson. So bitter is the feeling against
the return of the negroes that havo been in the federal army, that Major Coleman and myself have concluded that it is not safe or advisable for Lewis Johnson and party to return
until troops are stationed at Arbuckle. At the request of the Indians I enclose paper,
marked Exhibit C, showing what terms the loyal Indians demand of the di sloyal before
living with them again.
Many negroes have been shot down by their masters in this nation, and the government
has taken no steps to puni h the guilty.
. My conclusion is that nothing can be done to ameliorate the condition of the freed men
m the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations until there is a proper military force stationed at
Boggy d~pot, Forts Laweon, Wa hita, and Arbuckle, and that my advent th ere at the
pre nt time, to carry into effect your instructions, would be the cau e of much excitement,
while nothing would be accompli bed, and in ults and disgrace be likely to follow.
The fir t step towards the accompli hment of anything for the freedmen of tho e nations,
or even towards enabling the loyal Indians to return with the freedmen associated with them,
is the garruoning of the military posts. It i possible that much more might have been
done to change and correct the public sentiment of these nation if all the federal officers
brought in conLact with them ha been decided in their own idea that these cla es were
free, and endeavored to impre. their views upon the Indians. But with the public sentim nt and 1 w of the: o tion a it i , ncl the most prominent of the pu1>lic men ab ent,
I am certain that nothing n
accompli ·bed more than
commence the correction of
public ~~entimeot, hicb 1
e endeavorc to do by circula , herewith enclosed, marked
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Exhibit D, and which the agents will circulate and explain throughout their respective
tribes.
The condition of public sentiment throughout these two nations is no cause for delay on
the part of t.he government to make provision at once for the freedm en of all the tribes,
to go upon tracts of country set apart for their own exclusive use , which is so much desired
by the freedmen and all loyal Indians. There are two practicable methods of doing this.
'l'he first and most desirable is by treaty stipulation with the respective nations in the .
treaties about to be concluded at Washington. The second is by congressional enactment,
carried into effect as Congress shall provide .
There should be Eet apart a tract large enough to give a Aqnare mile to every four persons,
as there is much waste land in the nation.
The tract or tracts <;>f land should be the most fertile in the territory, as the freedmen are
the principal producers, and should in all cases touch either the Arkansas or Red river , so
that the crops co uld be run out on flat- boats. Reference should be hafl. to timber and prairie
as well as bottom and uplands. Persons not freedmen, living now upon Iande so set apart,
should be allowed the option of remaining or havin g tLe improvements appraised by three
disintere::;tecl parties,.and receiving the appraised value of the same from the government.
Sixty days from the passage of t.he act or approval of the treaty should be allowed sU'ch
party to signify his choice to the proper officer.
Provisions should be made for the survey of such tracts, at the earliest time practicable,
into sections, &c., and the fr eedmen over eighteen years of age allowed to enter three hundred and twenty acres of the same under the homestea I law, or by scrip provided fur the
purpose, without power of alienation during the life of the party entering the same, or for
a definite t erm of years.
When the tribes know th at this policy and course is determined upon by the government
they will, in my judgment, submit to it without any open resiRtance, perhaps without a
murmur; and the freedmen will rejoice that at last they have a prospect of a permanent
h ome for themselves and their children.
'l'he freedmen of the Seminole and the Creek tribes believe that the national laws and
customs of their tribes are sufficient for their protection, while the freedmen of the other
tribes all feel, and say they know, that there is no security or protection for th em, either in
person or property, without some power or government superior and above that of the Indian nations to which they belong. These views of the freedmen are, in my judgment, correct, and the territory should either be organized into a military district, with martial law
in full force, and fully enforced, with a good executive commander who would supervise every~
thing, or a territorial government should be organized to execute the laws.
All the Indian tribes are unanimously opposed to the erection of a territorial government;
but such a government, or a military government, is imperatively required by th e situation .
It cannot be expected that any go vernment would leave ten or twelve thousand of its citizens as the freedmen of the Indian territory now are, while within its own borders, without
any government, or without the full protection and benefits of its own laws and in~;titu
tions. To hand them over to the laws and customs of the Indian tribes would be extraordinary and anomalous.
All lands set apart for the freedmen should, whenever practicahle, be located east of the
ninety-seventh degree of longitude, as the drought is usually so severe west of that as to
rende r the maturity of th e crops very uncertain. With lands stt apart for the freedm en of
the Indian nation, and the fre edmen located upon th em, and a government, military or
civil, organized and executed for their protection, they will, beyond doubt, soon become
an industrious, intelligent, and happy population.
All which is respectfully submitted.
I h:1ve the honor to be, yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN B. SANBORN,
Breud Ma§or General and Commissioner.

Ron.

JAMES HARLAN,

Semtary ojthe Interior.

No. 148.
HEADQUARTERS CoMMISSIONER FOR R EGULATI:NG RELt.TIONS DE'l'WEEN
FREEDMEN OF TILI!l l.NDIAN TERRITORY AND TIIETR J;'ORMER MASTERS,

Fort Smith, Arkansas, January 27, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to report that I have ju t completed my visit and tour through
the Choctaw and Cllicka w nations, and beg leave to submit the following as additions to,
or modifications of, my report of uate January 6, 1866.
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The prejudice on the part of the people of these nations against the freedmen is rapidly
passing away, and their treatment of them has not been so bad and cruel as might be inferred from my former report and letter5, although there is still much that is wrong and
cruel.
·
This wrong and cruelty on the part of theRe people towards the freedmen is the result of
bad and improper laws of these nations-a elave code, which is considered by them as still
in force, aud executed upon all blacks accordin~ly. A treaty embodying correct principles
will be the most speedy and sure correction of this evil.
There is quite a strong sentiment in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations in favor of sec.tioniziug the country and the organization of a territorial government.
.
These nations will look with no disfavor upon the location of the freedmen of their tribes
by the government upon a portion of the leased country along the False Washita, or in
that vicinity, and I respectfully recommend that a reservation of at least thirty-six miles
square be set apart there for the exclusive use and benefit of the freedmen of these two
tribes, or an equivalent tract running from the Canadian to the Red river.
A more thorough knowledge o·f the condition of the freedmen of the territory induces me
to recommend that provision be made by Jaw for @ach single freedwoman, who has one or
more children living with her, to enter one hundred and sixty acres of land in the reservation set apart for freedmen.
·
. There is a very large number of young women who have from one to eight children, born
while they were slaves, and who have not and never have had any husb<tnds. Many of the
children are mixed bloods, and, with a home, may become quite valuable citizens.
The large number of children of this Class of females is a bar to their receiving good busbands, and unless sume provision is made for them their case and that of their children is
most bopeleRs. The land thus entered should not be subject to alienation' during the life of
the person entering the same.
I recommend that four sections in every township of .the reservations set apart for freedmen be set apart for the use of schools, the same to remain under the control of Congress.
My own conclusions as to the action of Congress required to accomplish the greatest good
for the freedmen, Indians, and all parties interested in the territory, are as follows:
1. That a territorial government should be erected.
·
2. That each of the Indian tribes, or affiliated tribes, should be located on some limited
reservations, and the country sectionized, and each Indian allowed to enter some legal subdivisions of the land, say eighty acres, and bold the same without power of alienation, and
each Indian be paid for any improvements made by him on lan'd that be might be compelled to surrender, for the reason that it waR not incluoed in the proper reservation.
~. That proper reservations should be set off for the freedmen of the respective tribes
and sectionized, and each male over twenty-one years of age, and each single woman who
should have one or more children living with her, be allowed to enter one hundred and
sixty acres of the same as a homestead, and that parties entering said land should have no
power to aliena te the same at any time, and that the same shall descend to their heirs.
4. That a large tract be retained by the government for reservation for such tribes of
Indians as may be moved into the territory from time to time.
5. That liberal grants of land, in alternate Fections, be made to railroad companies to build
a road through the territory north and south and east and w.:Jst, and that the alternate
sections retained be sold by the government, at two dollars and fifty cents per' acre, to any
party who-shall have settled and made his home upon the same for two years, without regard to his color or race , and the proceeds, after deducting all ex~enses of survey, sale,
&c. , be applied to school and charitable purposes with the Indian tribes
6. That any land remaining undisposed of should be subject to settlement and entry by
any cla&~ of people under th e present acts of Congress.
My opinion is tha t such legislation would result in the ra pid development of the country,
t h e civilization of the Indian tribe , the enlightenment and elev}Ltion of the freedmen and
t he rna ~c of all the peopl e in the territory, and induce peace and good feeling on the part
of al l.
All wh ich i respectf11.lly submitted.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. SANBORN,

Brevd. Mo;'or Genual and Oommwsioner.
Hon. J A res

HARLAN,

Se.crtto.ry of the Interior.
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No. 149.
HEADQUARTERS COMMISSIONER FOR REGULATING RELATIONS BETWEEN
FREEDMEN OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY AND THEIR FORMER MASTERS,
Fort Smith, Arkansas, April 13, 1866,
CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that the existing relations between the freedmen of
the Indian Territory and their former masters are generally satisfactory.
The rights of the freedmen are acknowledged by all; fair compensation for labor is paid;
a fair proportion of crops to be raised on the old plantations is allowed ; labor for freedmen
to perform is abundant, and nearly all are self-supporting.
Only one hundred and fifty have applied fur assistance this month, and I think the number will be much reduced next month.
Much of the assistance rendered is to freedmen that have been taken south by their masters, and who are now returning to their old homes.
Under these circumstances there seems to be littl e reason for continuing this commission
beyond the tenth of next month, unless it should be to correct the few abuses that m;~.y
arise, and exercise a general supervision over these matters in the territory, and this will
probably be more necessary about the time of the maturity of the crops than during the
summer months while they are growin g .
·
The necessity or advantage of continuin g the commiFsion also depends very much upon
the conditions of the treaties about to be concluded at Washington, and the laws passed in
pursuance thereof. But it seems that the Indian agents, under proper instructions, could
well attend to and perform all those duties th<tt now, or in any event after the tenth of
next month will, pertain to this commission.
I therefore respectfully request that you will either grant me a leave of absence of forty
days, to take effect from the tenth of next month, or that you will allow me to proceed to
Washington at that time and close my accouHts, and there wait further orders.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. JOHN B. SANBORN,

Brevet :!Jfajor ·General and Commissioner.
Colonel D. N. CooLEY,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D C.

GREEN BAY AGENCY.
No. 150.
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,
Green Bay, Wisconsin, Stptember 23, 1866.
Sra: I ha\"e the honor to submit herewith my first annual report, pursuant to regulations
of the department.
The only tribes of Indians in the vicini.ty of Green Bay are the Oneidas, Menomonees,
and Stockbridges, of which the latter have longer been ward6 of the government, and are
more ad\Tanced in ci-rilizatiou. 'rhey are located on a reserve assigned them in 1856, comprising two townships of lan d according to the public survey. 'rhe treaty made in that
year with the Stockbridge and Munsee tribes, and the census accompanying it, present an
aggregate population of both parties numbering 409 !<Ouls. A removal and improvemenli
fund was provided them, 1-lPOn receipt of which the greatt'r portion left the tribe, expended
their money elsewhere, and their number is now reduced to about 152. This was the
fourth removal since occupying their old home in New England. Those now upon the
reservation are all Stockbridge11, there being but one Munsee left, and constitute, it is believed, the only portion of them desirous of retaining their tribal character.
If their location had b een selected in a fertile region instead of the cold and barren sand
hills of their present home, their advancement in agriculture and the arts of civilized life
would have been more satisfactory, and far more beneficial to them.
There are in the tribe men of intelligence, good farmers, and skilful mechanics. But
the forLidding character of their country, not enabling them to realize from it a meagre
subsistence without occasional supplies from the government, has bred discontent among
them and they therefore earnestly desire a remodelling of their treaty stipulR.tions, believi~g that any change must be an improvement upon their present condition.
In consequence of this unsettled state of affairs, their farms have not been. enlarged
from year to year, as they should have been; their lands are not thoroughly tilled, and

288

REPORT OF 'l'HE SECRETAHY OF THE INTERIOR.

they seem to regard themselves as mere sojourners, looking with anxiety to the future that
awaits them.
·
The number of acres in crops the pre~ent year is estimated at 14-5, less th an one acre to
each soul The number of bushels of corn raised, 835 ; wheat, 7 3 ; oats, 842 ; potatoes,
1,553; rye, 145; peas, 40; millet, 20 tons.
.
.
Their school, under the supervision of the Rev. Mr. Slingerland, a member of the tnbe,
has enjoyed the usual prosperity.
·
Of the Oneidas a more flattering picture is lJresented. The energy and perseverance
which more than a century ago characterized this nation, and enabled them to prosecute
successful wars, and compelled all the savage tribes east of the l'tliEsi~sippi to acknowledge
their power and supremacy, seems not to have been entirely extinguished by their intercourse '\\rith the whites.
There are among them worthless vagabonds, whose character and example do much to
deter the advancement of the rising generation in civilization and habits of good husbandry,
but the principal men of the tribe have ever shown a niarked interest in everythin~ tend·
ing to el evate the n ation in the scale of human progress.
.
There are upon the reservation many good farms and desirable houses, and a ride through
their settl ement exhibits ev idence~; of thrift, indm;try, and good management, highly credit·
able to the re!:'ident population; their houses appear comfortable, their barns spacious and
well filled, and were they further removed from the allurements to dissipation, they would
in a few years become a highly civilized and prosperous community.
Thtir farming operations for the present year, compared with former reports, are very
favorable to them. The quantity of land under cultivation is estimated at 3,307 acres,
about 3! to each soul, yielding, of wheat, 2,837 bushels; corn, 18,875; rye, 575; peas,
830; potatoes, 13,495; oats, 11,156; and hay, 584 tons.
The proximity of this tribe to the city of Green Bay and to the lumber mills everywhere
P.pringing up, has been a principal source of discord among its members. Against the ad~
vice and injunctions of the chiefs and headmen , individuals would persist in cutting and
hauling to the mills, for sale, the most valuable timber on th e reservation.
This bas been carried on for many years, until it bas nearly all been di sposed of. It bas,
however, given rii:;e to a desire on the part of some to have the reservation allotted to
them individually, and thus enable them to protect th eir land from waste; but the mischief having alr eady been done, the intere~t of the tribe would not, in my judgment, be
promoted by th e measure proposed. It would be th e first step towa1ds a recognition of individual property in the soil, soon to be followed by a desire on the part of the thriftless
and di ssipated to sell th eir allotments, and would t erminate in th e same discontent and
embarrassments which have afflicted the Stock bridges for th e past twenty years.
The Oneidas are not prepared for so advan ced a position towards assuming th e duties and
responsibilities of citizenship, nor is any tribe so long as they retain th eir mother tongue
and use it exclusively in th eir daily intercourse with each other. Of their school s, I am
unabl e from th e short period of my service to Rpeak from personal knowledge, and respectfuily refer to the reports of the teachers, herewith transmitted.
The .Dfenomonees made their first trefLty, by which th ey were to r eceive instruction in
husband ry, thirty years ago. They have been twice removed, and are now located upon
t en t ownshi ps of land, perhaps the wont for farmin g purposes in this State.
There is much of their t errit ory valuable fo r the pine timber upon it, and none that can
be etas ed as first- class agricultural land . The soil is extremely light, and divided in to
ridges of sand and mart:>h, with the exception of a strip running north and south along the
ea. tern boundary, well timuered with maple and beech, which may be called third-class
farming land.
me of th e band have abandoned the farms selected for them fifteen years ago, and
opened clearings in the timber above mentioned. It is inconvenient, how eYer, to have
them scattered over a space of t en ur fifteen m il es, on account of the distance from schools,
and the difficuily of procnring aid from the farmer in charge wbent:ver it shall be needed
in putting in their seed and harvesting their crops.
On the whole therefore, their pot:ition cannot be regarded as a favorable one for either
moral, intellectual, or ocial improvement. The people of this tribe are very kind and
tractable in their di po ition, e:t ily controll ed, and many of their chiefs manifest a strong
d ir~ to have their children instruct d in all branches of knowledge calculated to wean
them from their former avage enjoyment , and to make them proficient in trans cting the
ordinary affairs of civilized life. In this they have been successful, and their succe s may
e attribut d to the fact that they have always bad one or more female teachers for their
chit ren.
I!. i · by fi t educating and etting ex:-t.mples of modesty and exemplary conduct before
the fem:-t.l · that they are improved, and the male portion of the trib is I rl to adopt a new
life.
n my vi i since June 1 t, to Keshena, of several days each time, no ca e of in
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temperance or rowdyism appeared, but their men behaved with proper respect and good
breeding, and the women appeared modest and d acorous in their demeanor.
Their schools could not, in my judgment, be improved, unle~s. perhaps, the new mode of
instruction about to be introduced should create a more lively interest among the children,
and facilitate the acquisition of the first rudiments of knowledge.
Whether it shall prove a success, or the former mode shall be preferred, the experience
in this tribe is conclusive of the fact that female teachers exercise a better inf!;uence in elevating the standard of morals, and leading old and young to appreciate the amenities of
refined social intercourse.
The farming operations of the Menomonees exhibit as flattering results as could be expected from the character of their lands, and the limited number of those who are skilled
in cultivating them. Their crops during the present year have suffered materially from
the frosts of June, August, and Septemher, leaving .but a brief period for their maturity.
There is no farm managed exclusively by the farmer employed by the government, unl ess
the small tract adjoining tbe farm · house, of two or three acres, can be called one. '1 he Indhns h ave under cultivation 411 acres, about ito each soul, yielding the present season,
of wheat, 276 bushels; rye, 350; oats, 350; corn, 1,360; potatoes, 4,8.00; beans 36, and
turnips, 25 bushels.
They have also cut and put up about 250 tons of prairie or March hay of an inferior
qu.tlity, owing to the constant rains of .August and September, but sufficient, it is thought,
to winter their stock.
If they could be induced to engage in sheep-raising, their lands might be put to more
profitable use than supplying a sma ll and uncertain grain crop to remunerate their labor.
In closing my report it is but an act of justice to Father Cajetan, the Catholic missionary
resident at Kenosha, to mention his constant eifn· ts, during the time he bas been in charge ,
to promote the temporal and spiritual interests of the Indians, and the success which has
thus far attended them.
Respectfully subm itted:
M. L. MARTIN,

Umted States Indian Agent.
Hon D. N . CooLEY,

Commisjoner Indian A/lairs, Washington, D. 0.
No. 150 a.
Ron M. L. MARTIN, United States Indian Agent, Green Bay, Wiscomin:
HoNORED SIR : I have to report that the Protestant Episcopal Mission school of the Oneida
tril.Je of Indians comruenct:d on the 20th day of November, 1865, and continued in se;;Fion
until the 28th day of May, 1866, when it dosed for the summer, owing to the prevalence
of small-pox in the neighborhood.
The whole number of the children attending the school is 38 in tbe male department
and 28 in the female department-total, 66; the average daily attendance of boys 15~, of
girls 10-total , 25~.
All have made good ~rogress in their studie~;, and have improved in tbe regularity of
their attend::tnce; but the t<m'l.ll-pox interfered, no doubt, in some regiom; to keep so me
away, who otherwise might have attended the school
·
The tribe is prosperit•g in ·a remarkiible d• g1ce; the Indians are contented an d happy
for th e most part, and are improving rapidly in civilization. Drunkenne::;s continues to be
the great hindrance to a greater advancement.
T!Je ('hurch has given during the past year for the support of this mh;sion $ 750; 1be
Indians during tb e 1<11me time havfl contributed for the same purpoi:ie and other rel igious
olJjeet. s:~.:n in cash, ~tnd $ 150 in labor-total, $481.
Very respectfully,
E. A. GOODNOUGH,
T~acher

of the Protestant

Epi~copal

.JJJission School.

ONEIDA, WrscoNSIY, September 25, 1866 .

No. 150 b.
ONEIDA INDIAN RESERVATION, July 30, 1866.
SIR: It becomes my duty to repo1!t to you the condition of tbe MethoJist Epi1:1copal Mission school here in Oneida. Tllit~ school was intrusted to wy Gare iu l\1a1ch laEt, and immediately, on the 28th of tlle same month, I opened the school, and continued in session

19

I

290

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

until the 26th of June. During this time small-pox prevented having. school one weelt.,
from the 7th to tbe 14th of May.
The school was well attended. The parents, as well as the children, seemed to be well
pleased with the change of the teacher, b~cause the children are now made to understand
what they read, and all other things necessary to be understood were explained or inter·
preted to them in their own language.
Whole nwnber of days taught was 59; whole number of scholars attending the school
was 43, of which 25 were males and 18 females; . average attendance, 21.
Yours, reGpectfully,
HENRY CORNELIUS.
Hon. M. L. MARTIN, Uaited Statts Indian Agent.

No. 150 c.
KESHENA, SHEWANO CoUNTY, WISCONSIN. July 26, 1866.
SIR: The school am~mg- the Rtockbridges was more thinly attended during the last winter
than any previous year, owing to the ~:;eve rity of the cold and the long season of deE'p
snows allowing none to attend but the larger scholars. Sixteen was the hig hest number
of any one day, and twelve was the average. But as t.he spring opened and the roads be·
came passable, the school became re-enforced, and eince then we have been able to report
twenty-two at one attendance, with an average of eighteen. These have been quite regular,
and the teacher has often bt-> en cheered by the rapid advances of the scholars. It is now
time, in the history of the school, when about all the older scholars are leaving, and a new
generation of small ones are coming in ; consequently we are obliged to s·ty tha~ reading,
writing, spelling, and ciphering among the four fir;;t rult•s have been the chief exervist·s of
the school. Our school-boo ks, which have been in use fur the lfts t eight or nine yea.rs,
have become so mutilated and worn, an application for a new t>et would now accompany
this, but for the pro~pect that a treaty may be soon made with t"his tribe, in which event
the present stock, with care and economy, may serve dUting the present summer. Of the
twenty-two who have attended, there are ~:<ixteen boy s and six girls, whose ag-es mnge from
five to fourte<m. There is but one school in operation, and one teacher employed. Be·
sides the duties of the -school, preaching and religious meetings have been sust<tined, the
fruits of which may be seen in the organization of a small church of eighteen or twenty
members, and the general good conduct, sobri et y, and industry of the tribe on the rese rva·
tion. This field is under the care of no mis<:;ionary societv, anrl no salary sustains your
t eacher in his literary aod religious labors but that paid by the government for the support
of the school.
Respectfully yours,
JERE}iiA.H SLINGERLAND, Teacher.
Hon. MoRGAN L . MARTIN,
Umted Stutes Indian Agent, Gr~en Bay, Brown Cuunty, Wisconsin.

No. 150 d.
KESHENA,

At~qust

18, 1866.

m: I have the honor herewith to present the follcwing report of the prima1y school
under my cbarg~. 'lhe ~umber of sch0lars regi tered i f•Jrty-two; the avemge attendauce
twenty. You wtll perceive that tbe attendance is di!iproportiunrtte to the whole number
of scholars regit.tered. This is pa1 tly accounteJ for from their being sa.dly in need of many
of the nectssaries of life, and in want of clothing; this ~>urn mer, therefore, th e most needy
have been kept out of s<;hool by their parents to a:;~i. t them in gathering berries, which
th y exchange for food, &c. _; and again, many are affiicteJ with sore eyes. In view of
thee ob tacle , that nee~ anly p1evente(l the pupils from attending Sl'hool, I thiok I have
gn·at reason to f~el gratrfi_ed at t~~ progr~ of t_hose who attend~:d re{i;ularly. Tile tudit:s
pursued are spellmg, readwg, wntmg, ar~thwetiC, and geoc:rraphy. Books used in school
are ander ··s Pic~r~al ~rimer, ande_rs's First Reader, cc:ond, and Third, Ray's Alithm<:ttc,
part fir t, ~onte1th s_Fnst Le on 1n Geography . I will re pectfully iuform you that the
weather bemg excet 1vely warm, on the 27th of la t month I gave the scholar a vacation
of three week , which terminates to-day.
Very re pectfully submitted :
ROSALIA DOU :\IAN.
Ron. 1:. L. MARTIN,
Uniltd Statu indian Aomt.
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No. 150 e.

KESHENA, August 18, 1866.
Sm: Another year calls upon me to acknowledge the progress made in my department
of instruction, the sewing school.
Tbe goods furnished by government not only increa::;es the interest in myJschool, but also
in the other two, as the children, when de~titute of suitable clothing, are not regular in
their attendance. The want of material for working ha.s obliged me to discontinue my
school during the snmmer. The number of articles made Juring the year are three hundred and seven, as foll ows : coats, 37 ; pants, 96 ; shirts, 42; dresses, 36; skirts, ~9 ;
gowns, 37 ; stockings, 8 pair ; socks, 7 pair ; mittens, 2 pair.
Respectfully,
JANE DOUS:\IA.N.
Ron. M. L. MARTIN.

No.

150,/.

KESHENA, August 18, 186G.
SIR: According- to instructions, I present you the annual 1·eport of the school in my care.
In taking a retrospective vie w of the ,prog ress of the school during the past year, l feel
gratified and happy in a~suring you of the grad ual improvement of the scholars in all their
respective studies. The total number of th.e pupils regil:;tered during the year is sixty-nine,
of which thirty-eight are boys and thirty-one girls; the average attendance per day is
thirty-four to forty-five. Tile branches tau ght are orthography, reading, writing, a rithmetic, geography, and Engli~h grammar. Books used in the school are Sanders' New Series of Headers and New Speller, Willard's History .Jf the United Stat<·s, Ray's Arithmetic,
pa1t fir~:>t, second, and third, Monteith's and .McNally's National Geographical Serit>s, Nos.
l, 2, 3, and 4,) Pinner's Englh;h Grammar, Spe ncerian System of Practical Penmanship,
nod Pc~ yson, Dunton, and Scribner's. During the year death struck from our li st two
promising boys; one died of consumption, tb e other of fever.
Both were Christians.
Many of the scholars were afflicted with sore eyes, from which Lome have not yet recovered.
With these exceptions, I consider the general health of the school good, and in a prosperous condition .
·
·
Respectfully,

KATE DOUSMAN,

Teacher, lJfenomonee Reservation.
M.

L.

MARTIN,

Indian Agent.
No. 150 g.

KESHENA, September 10, 1866 .
I herewith submit my first annual report as · Menomonee farmer. In compliance
with your instructions, I have devoted some two weeks of my tim e in visiting every farm
on the reserve, and examining their crops, and a:>certaining the quantity of land under
cultivation. The following is the estimated number of acres cultivated, and the products:

SIR:

Acres.

~·heat-----·-----······---······----··········---~-----·

Rye---------·· --·-•••••••• •••••• ---· ---· ---· •••••• •n··-·
Oats- .•.. -·------··-····-···--·--·-··-··· •••••••• ----·--·
Corn .••.• ____ .•• __ .•• _•••• _•• ____ ••• _•••••• _ ••••• ____ • _ ••
Potatoes .•• __ • ___ • _ .•••••.••••• ____ • • -- •.••••• : _••. ____ •
Beans ____ • • • • . ••••••• - - • . • • _• • • • . - - - - ••• - - - - •• __ •••••• _••
Turnips. __ .•• _. ___ •••••••••. _-- • _•• _. ___ ••••••. _-. ____ • __
Total ••••••••• __ •.••• _. ____________ . _______ ••••• __ •

Estimated bushels·

69

276

50
36
170

350
350
1,360

80
6

4,800

!

25

36
7,197

The potatoes and rye are not more than half a crop, and oats not more than a third of a
crop; the wheat is very poor, and will hardly be a fourth of a crop. We bad a light frost
in August, which injured the curn anu potato c10p some, and destroyed nearly all the vines.
I find, a ptrsonal prcptrty, owned by Indians on the reserve, as follows: 112 ponies, 16
cows, 8 heifers, 2 bulls, and 10 hogs.
Respec tfully yours,

PAUL FORTIER, .Almomor.ee Farm(r.

Ron. M. L

MARTIN,

United S:ates Indian Agmt, Green Bay, Wisconsin.
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No: 150 h.
MENOMONEE RESERVATION, September 8, 1866.
SIR: Herewith I submit my first annual report as miller orr the Menomonee reservation.
As I have only been here .~>ince the 1st of August, I have not had time to do mm:h. The
grist· mill is in good running order, and I have ground 67! bushels, including all kinds, of
gtain. You are aware that the saw-mill is quite old and decayed, having been put up
more than twenty-one years ago, and for this rea:;on I have not sawed ~tny lumber. It
will be necessary to put up a new mill before there can be any more lumber sawed on the
Menomonee reserve. The mill is without millwright or carpenter tools. It will be necessary for me to have a kit of tools before I can do a uy building or repairing.
Very respectfully yours,
HENRY 'IOURTILLOTT, lJfenomonee M1lltr.

No. 150 i.
KESHENA, September 10, 1866.
SIR: In accordance with instructions, I send you my annual r eport as Menomonee blackEmith. Since my last annual report I have made 6 coulters for breaking ploughs, 4 rings
and staples for ox yokes, 120 wedges for scythe snaths, 60 iron-tooth rakes, 26 tapping
gauges, 40 trammPl and chains, 7 half-round adzes, 1"50 pa.ir sturgeon spears, 100 fire steels,
200 buckskin needles, 100 awls, 6 crook-knives, 4 tomahawks, 5 g rubbing hoes, 4 grubbing
axes, 10 small chains and hooks for hanging sugar kettles; welded 10 axes; ~;hod 18 yoke
oxen, 40 ponies, 1 span of horses. I also repaired 20 wagons. 15 ox chains, 15' grain cradl es, 20 scythe snaths, 3 stoves, 150 guns, 50 sugar kettles, 100 traps, and iroued 7 pair of
bob sleds.
Very respectfully,
PAH-SHE-TO, his x mark.
Ron. M. L . MARTIN,
United Statts lndi ..m Agent, Green Bay, Wisconsin.

No. 151.
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, JfaTCh 2, 1866 .
SIR: · I am in receipt of your l etters of the 23d December, 1865 , February 6, and February 23, 1866, all setting forth the necessitie:; and starving condition of the Stockbridge and
Munsee Indians.
In your letter of the 23d ultimo you !mgge,t the propriety of purchasing the nrcessary
subsistence for these lndians, and pay ing for the same from funds which will be received
for burned pine, which is being remo,·ed thi:; winter.
This sugge tiou is approved; but as it does not appear that such funds are now available,
I have this day taken steps to have the sum of one thousand doll arid 1 em itted to you at
Appleton, W.scon in, from ihe arproptiation "Provisions for Indians," ior which sum you
will account under your bond.
You will u c the funds so remitted, so far as may be nrcessary, in procuring sul.Js istence
for the c Indians; and when funds are reali:<led from the ,ale of the pine to which you .dlude, yon willln·ing the same into your accounts under the be9d of" Provision:; fur Indian ,"
to replace the fund. u ·ed for tbi~-; remittatJCt'.
A the ~ub. istence for the:;e Iotliltn·s cannot he procured too soon, yon wHl purchace the
same in opt·n maTliet. ~ec:ming tLe l.Jest terms 11ttainablc.
Very respectful!.)', your obedient ervan t,
D. N. COOLEY, Gommissicner.
Mosr.. M:. DAvis,
United States Indian .Ar;mt, Appletm, Wi3consin.

No. 152.
D.EP

T t &NT

or

raE r~rEBion,

Wa&hir,gton, D. 0, Apnl 9, 1 66.
• IU: TI •ferrin
to JOUr report Of the 20th ultimo, in reference to the claim of the ta.te
of ,\'i on in to certain I n in the en0monce Incli u re ervation, I cnclo ·e herewith a
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copy of a report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office of the 5th instant in
reference to the same, from which it appears that the lands referred to were erroneously
patented to the State as swarqp lands.
A letter has been addressed to the Governor of Wisconsin (copy enclosed herewith) requesting him to return the patent to this department, that the same may be cancelled as
far as the tracts embraced therein are within the said Indian reservation.
The right of the Indians to land embraced within a tract reserve'! for their exclusive i.1se
should be scrupulously respected, and nothing should be done to disturb their possession or
to bring their title in question.
It is eminently deaimble that the action of your bureau and of the General Land Office
should not conflict, and that there should be no attempted disposal of such lands by that
office. To this end early and authentic information from ynur records of the extent and
limits of all Indian reservations l!honld be communicated to the Commisi:iioner, and proper
entries made upon the books of the Land Office.
You will therefore cause such information, accompanied by diagrams, to be sent to him
at once, and hereafter, upon land being so reserved, the Land Office should be promptly
notified of the fact.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. HARLAN, Secretary.
Hon. D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

AGENCY FOR CHIPPEWAS OF 1\fiSSISSIPPI.
No. 153.
OFFICE OF TilE UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,

Chippewa Agency, .Jfinnesota, September 24:, 1866.
Sm : I have the honor to submit herewith my second annual report. The Indians of this
agency as enrolled at the last payment number as follows, to wit :
Missif;sippi (including Mille Lac) bands •••••• ·-··----··--···-····............ 2,166
Pillager and Lake Winnebagosh ir-h .----------------------~--··--·· ·----· ---- 1, 8\!9
Red Lake and Pembina . ••• -.---· •••••• ·-··---- •••• ·-·····--·-·----·-------- 2,114
To tal. _•••.. _•••..• .'••...•• - . - - • - • - - - •••• - .••••.•••• - .. - - • • . . • • •

6, 17 9

I h ave the satisfaction to inform you that they have been genrrally friendly and peaceable the past year. The winter waR' passed without any m aterial suffering among thern, so
far as carne to my knowled~e. Rabbits, which were very plenty, contributed materially to
their means of Jiving. The followingst;ttement will aid in forming some idea of the whoieFale slaughtP-r of these animals. Their skins have not heretofore been considered of any
value. Last winter one trading house off,>red to pay four cents api.,ce for them, and the
re"ult of their experiment was that ab'out fourteen thousand were purchased. It is probable that only n. very small proportion of them were saved. Nearly all the Indians who
were able made their usual hunting tours. For the estimated amount of fur;; taken, also
for rice cropi!, &c., I refer you to my stiiti..;tical report. There were, nevertbele8S, a good
many women and children, and infirm Indians who h~t~i to be helped with rations of flour.
Th <~ sca,.,on fin· sup;ar making was not as good as the average, yet they made generally
from two to six " mneocks" to the f1tmily. rrhe rnococks (bi reb buckets) bold from sixty
to eighty pounds sug:u. Some made much more. One family at Leech Lake so ld 1, 80 0
pounds. The price ranged from eight to fifteen cents per pound, accorc1ing to qnality . That
is the price when they sell. Many sell so closely (rtoservin~ only for present use) that they
soon find th emselves in need. and th en purchase l1ack at donble the price for which they
sold, up1mrently withcnt discovering that they have lost anything by the bargain.
FABM£NG A:<ID CROPS.

The Uis~i:sippi Inrlians are cultivat.ir g about their wmal amount of ground. Tuefr gardens ran ge from half nn acre to three acres. 'J'h •ir f,trm productions con ist mostly of poi'l.toes, !'Orne corn, with tnruip , ~qn >~ &heR, pnmpkins. melon, and garden vP.getabl•s for·
sumllJer u e. 'l'uree teamR w~:re furnish~d them in the spring to a:;bbt in ploughing their
gr~rdens.

The proRpect of an early removal of these Indians to their new reservations prevents any
efforts to increase their farming operations .
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At Leech lake and Winnepeg, eight government oxen and two horse teams were em
ployed ploughing duliog the season. These bands cultivate about the same crops as the Missi8sippi Indians, with a large proportion of corn. They all depend largely upon their own
rice crops.
At Red lake I had eight government oxen, which were kept busy durin g the ploughing
seaFon. The f<trmer estimates at least one hundred and thirty acres ploughed Many more
gardens are cultivated on all the reservations than the teams could plough. The Red Lake
Indians gather let-s rice, but cnlti vate more corn than the other band:>. I have recently
visited Leech and Red lakes, and f und the crops looki.ng w·e ll. At one place on the Red
Lak e shore, where the gardens are contiguous, we passed one continuous cornfield which
we judged to be three miles in length. It was perfectly clean from weed:>, and looked
fin Aly. A letter from Dr. Kennedy (physieian at Red lake,) received at the time of my
present writing, says "the Indians will have abund •Lnce of corn, potatoes, a11d squashes."
Anoth er extract may also he of interest as relating to these IudiaPs. Their ponies and
cattle are made to shift for themselves in winter, which they rlo on th e bushes in the neighborhood, and many of them in the spring are fat. The land in cultivation i.s all on the
margin of the lake, and is of good quality, originally covered with a growth of sugc~.r
maple, basswood, &c , with undergrowth of hazel. The Indians are industrious, and for
the advantages they possess are thrifty and comparatively comfortable.
The Pembina bands are too remote to receive much personal attention from the agent.
They have no government employes, and their annuities are the pri ncipal help th ey rec~ive.
The Indians are at present mostly engaged in rice-making, of ;vhich there is a fair yield.
Cranberries are also plenty, and as they find a ready sale at two dollars per bushel, (here,)
they contribute something to th eir meagre comforts.
Whiskey brought into the country by the travellers continued to be a great cur.se to the
Indians, and a perpetual source of annoyance to all who sincerely desire their improv ement .
As this is a chronic complaint in all Indian reports. I will forbear to speak of its evil s in d.etail, but suffice yo say that at the United States district court, held at Winona and St. Paul lU
June last, Wm. J. Hern, E. Briggs, Wm. Fairbanks, Rodger Aitkins, and Simeon Weaver,
comprising the principal whiskey dealers in Crow Wing, together with several of th€'ir
"runners" and some other parties, were indicted for selling liquor to Indians. Some of
theAe parties are under several previous indictments for the same offence. Thdr trial s are
Eet for October proximo. The moral effect of these indictments has been salutary upon
the traders, so far as to make them more cautious in dealing out their "fire water'' t o 1ndians, so that we have r eally had a respite of thrt>e months from beholding drunken Indians. It would be cause of rf'joicing if the above-named parties would so conduct themselves that another year their names would deserve a better place in history.
NEW .AGENCY, ETC,

In pursuance of your instructions of March last, Special Agent H. W. Reed and myself,
early in April, visited Leech Lake and the New Mississippi reservations , with a vi ew to selecting the best place fur the farms, and making improvements prep>uatory to th e 1em oval
of the Mis. issippi Indians to their new ho me, a lso to locate and submit plans for the new
agency buildings. The r esult of our examin ation. and conference w<~s co mmunicated to
you in our joint report of April 19. I have n ever h eard from your office in 1 eference to eaid
report. The under,;tand in<T, how e ver, wets, if you desired any change from the plans propo ed, you would so report immediately, otl1erwise I should proceed to prosecute th e work
accord ing to sa.id pl an~:~ and estimates. I accordingly commenced th& first dny of May to
pro ecute the same. My ldter of the 23d ultimo inform ed you of the progress of th e work
at that date. The steamboat ha been comvleted, ready for ·receiving the macb ioery , which
bas been ent forward .
For the clearin.,. recommended in our repm t, and also embraced in your instructi ons of
M~rch 5, I arlverth;ed for propo als, which were duly received, and a con tract entered into
with A. D. Pre cott, e q., (the lowe t l! i dd~r , ) on the 5th of Augu ·t. fo r clearing, stum pina, grubbing, and breakin(T one hur.dred ncres at 29 75 per a.cre. The contract and boud
were duly forwardecl to your office for apprvval, and [ am . till w~iting your reply.
For the a.nitary condition of the Indians, I refer you to the reports of Dr. A. Bamard,
pby i~ian at ageucy, and Dr. V. P. Ktmu edy,o physician at Red Jake, which are he:ew1th
submitted.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN CLARK,
United States Indian .Agmt.

Bon. D. N. OOLEY,
Oommiuumer Jndzan Affairs, TFashinglon, D. 0.
Dr. Keooedy's report Is not y ·t com to band '\ill fon1•ard It na soon

a:~

received.
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OFFICE OF UNITED STATES .AGENT,

Chippewa Agency, .J:lfinnesota, September 24, 1866.
~IR: The number of Indians whose sanit'lry condition is made the care of the physician
resident at this place is about f·mr thousand. They are scattered over a large extent of
territory ; the location of some of the band::> being one hundred miles from the physiciau's
house. It has been made a rule to visit, at least once a quarter, a large portion Qf them at
their several home rendezvous, and their frequent calls at the agency and other accessible
points have afforded opportunities for seeing near)y all of them .
. The h ealth of this people will compare favorably with that of the term preceeding, embraced in my report for 1865. Cases of acute disease have not been numerons, anrl for obvious reasons, only a few of these have been personally attended by me. Inflammatory
affections of the chest and rheumatism during the winter and spring, and~he ordinary bowel
complaint in the warm season are the principal of this cla8s. ·Inflammation of the eye is
endemic, caused chiefly by smoke aud filt~, but readily yields to the usual remedies.
Complaints of a chronic character are those for which relief is most often sought, and it
is ibis class of maladies which has received particular attention .
Venereal affections, rheumatic pains, injuries from strains, bruises, &c., but especially
tl~ose forms of obstinate and loathsome skin diseaseo derived from the taint of scrofula and
syphilis.
With the nomadic habits of this race, the bminess of the doctor is of course to some extent a mere dispel'lser of drugs, to be used ofttimes as the judgment or caprice of the patient
may suggest.
·
When theE:e people shall have been gatherer!, and become fixed in homeR on their reserv ations, means for the prevention aild care of their physical ills, with others for their social,
mental, and moral improvements, may be used with the prospect of a larger measure of
succe~s than has hitherto atteuded effects to this end.

A. BARNARD,
Physician for the Missistippi Pillager and
Lake Winnebagohish Bands of Chippewas.

M:. u

EDWIN CLARK.

No. 153t.
CmPPEWA A.GENCY, April19, IS66.
Sm: Having examined the new reservations of the Missi ssippi Indians, and had a full

confe1 ence together upon the subject of our instructions, we have agreed as follows, viz :
1. 'l'o locate the new agency uuildings upon the south side of Leech lake.
2. 'fo erect, upon the site selected, buildings as follows, to wit:
For agent, h~o story dwelling-house, 30x40 feet, with an L 18x20 feet, to cost .••• $3,000
For physician, story-and-a-half house, 24:x:32 fee t, with an L for office, 12xl4: feet •• 1,700
For carpenter, story -and-a-half house, 24x32 feet .•••.••••• ------ •••••••• ----- 1,000
For blacksmith, story-and-a-half house, 24x32 feet.- •••••• -------· •• ..• ---····· 1,000
For teacher, story-and-a-half house, 24x32 feet------ .••••• ----·-·-----··---·- 1,000
For engineer, Rtory-and-a-half hou se, 24x26teet ---· ··-·· · ·-·· •••• --·- •••• ·-·· 1,000
For fa rmer, two -story hou se, 32x36 fe et·-· .••.••••••••••. ···-·· •••••. ---- •••• 1,500
700
For f'chool house, one-story, 24:x40 feet.·-- ·····--· .••••.•••••••••• --·-·· ••••••
For warehouse, two and a half stories, 24:x40 feet. .. • -·--·····-··------------- 1,300
500
For carpenter shop, 24x32 feet. ___________ ----·····--···-· ••••••••• ~ ••••••••
500
}1or blacl\smith shop, 24x32 r.~et .••••••• -··· ··-·-· ·--· ---- ·-···- ···--· ··-· .. For agent's office, 24x32 ··-·-· ·-·· ·-·· ·--· ·--· .••••. ____ -----· ____ ·-·· .••••• 1,000
Ci. terns and out-houses ....• _••.•• _•. ____ • _ .• __ •. ______ ••.••••• __ • ___ .• _. __
800
2, 000 feet stockade, six-inch wall. _____ •••.••...••• ------ •••••••••••..•.• ---- 3,500

18,500
The walls of the buildings to be sawed timber, six inch es in thickness, firmly pinned
together; to be covered with good boarcis anrl. shingle roofs ; e ,\ch of the dwel.lio~ hous~s
to have good double floors . and to be d ivided into rooms of convenient size, as Ind1 ca.ted m
the accompanying plan, with all necessary doo1s an I windows; to be lathed ancl plastered;
Each of the dwellin•!B to h ave good cell ars anct cisterns. Agent's bou~e to be claphoarclcd ,
th e door to be made of clcfl.r pine, paoncl style, and the windows of good material, and
e.1ch to contain twelve lights of gla s. The offices and scbool-houee to have douule floors,
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and the walls and ceilings to be lathed and plastered. The shops and warehouses to be
plain walls, with necessary doors and windows, and the floors to be two-inch plank; each
building to Jest upon substantial foundations.
3. We have thought best to clear from seventy to one hundred acres on the north shore
of Leech lake, in lots of not le~s than ten acres each, and to erect on said lands from
seven to t en houses for chiefs. . The expense of clearing and building not to exceed the
proportionate amount appropriated for those purposes ; more land to be cleared and more
houses to be built provided the Indians manifest a. de ~ire to select grounds, and to assist, to
considerable ex tent, in said improvement. Ten to fifteen acre.:; near Otter Tail Point to be
put into crop tbis season.
4. But of the fund for building roads, bridges, &c., to new agency, we think there
should . be an ad~ tiona! amo~m t of about fifteen hundred dollars ($1, 500) expt:mded on
road to new agency, and a road from Red lake to agency, including the building of one
bridge across the Mississippi river, and two othr r bridges of small siz·J; a ud we judge
that two thousand dollars, ($2, 000,) or thereabouts, expended in uuildiug a small steamboat would supercede the neceesity of applying that amount in building roads, and answer
a far better purpose.
In view of the labor already performed in the way of gtltting material prepared, as also
thu short time before the work should be commenced so as to Jinish this season, a:; well as
the improbability of getting responsible partie:; to do the work by contnwt except at exorbitant prices, we concludtl it would be · better for tlle agent to prosecute the work immediately, as per estimates. Yet if you think of any advantage:; or obligations demanding
advertisements we will cheerfully carry out any suggestions you may give. As time is all
important, plea:;e telegraph at once provided you wisq a change from above conclusions.
Should you telegraph, please send to Minneapolis, care of Daniel Bas::;ett, esq. , postmaster.
We have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servants,
HENRY W. REED,

Special Agent.
EDWIN CLARK,

United States Indian Agent,
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,

Commissioner of Indian Affair3, Washington, D. C.

No. 154.
0FFIOE OF UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,

Chippewa Agency, hlinnesota, Afay 19, 1866.
SIR: I h ave tbe honor to r('port that on Sunday evening, May 6, a party of six Indians
visited Crow Wing village, five miles from the agency, on the border of the reservatiun,
and obtained whiskey of different pa rties, for their furs . 'l'he r t>sult was that the whole
party, with others, became beastly drunk, and in their drunken spree, all except one were
more or le ·s severely wounded by knives or clubs. On Monday morning, the ECVenth, a
citizen notified Captain G. H. Oro man, commanding post at Fort Ripley, uf tbe occurrence,
and th at officer immediately ent up, a detachment of w ldier:;, apd arrested five of the six
drunken Indians, and two of the men chargeu with selling them whiskey. Two of the Indians e caped on their way to the fort.
I learned the above facts on 'fut'sday morning, ancl went immed iately to the fort, and
t ook the Intlians' te tirnony in relati on to the affair. 'I heir testimony implicated other
partie.; bc:,ide ·the two men already in cu tody. I requested Captain Grosman to have tbem
arre ·ted, which he did next day, making four in a ll , to wit: William Horn, f:iimeon
We~wcr, Ezra Briggs, and Roger Aiken. I immedi:tt(:;ly wrote to Uuited States District
Att~rn ey H. L fu~., of , 't. p,~ul, st.'l.ting the facts in the case, n.ccompanitHl by the Indians'
te tnuony, and a ·k(:;d that be would give the lllatter his immediate attent.ion. I also
reque. teet the commandin~ oflicer to clet,dn the ptrli~:: until relievefl by United 'tates
mar l.Jal. United tate lart-bal Eaton anivecl at the tort on the fifteeuth, from t. P,~ul,
a~d tarter! on hit; r(:;turn nt·xt morning ''ith the four men above named, leaving the Inchan to be ent down next day, or a· soon a· practic:tble. 'l'bat night. l:!owever. tile tbr '"
Indiana; detained in tbe fort !I' wi.tflt· ·~et<, were alluwed to make their e e-t pe. I returned
from L<:cch lake ye tcrday, the erghtcentb, bringing with me anotLer Indian of the same
party, not hefore arre ·t·d, who e story agrees sub. tantially with tl c st;Ltements of tho ·e
"Lo c·caped from the fort, ~nd I have f; ·nt him f01 ward, with the int erpreters, in charge of
D :t~r Harnard, this mo~nwg, to.' t. Paul. I think the testimony of this witne~ will be
ufficunt to hold the parties for tnal. I ba,·o evidence again ·t other parties, wbicll I shall
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immediately report to the United States district attorney. The United States district court
will be in session at Winona next month .
I have not yet received an answer to my lP.tter of April 3, asking for a copy of decision
of supreme court in certain liquor case:;.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN CLA.RK,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Gummis:sioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0.

P. S.-Later. The mail brings the decision above referred to.
E. C.

No. 155.
OFFICE OF UNITED STATES INDIAN. AGENT,

Chippewa Agency, iJJ.innesota, August 18, 1866.
Sm : I hftve to report that yesterday (Friday) morning I received information from
Leech lake that a party of Indians were planning to destroy the government property at
that place, ami to frighten away the government employes. I sent a mesl:lenger to Fort
Ripley at once, asking for a detachment of soldiers to be stationed at Leech lake for such
time as might 'te deem{)d necessary to prevent any outbreak or destruction of government
property. The officer at the fort complied with my request promptly, and sent forward
twent_v-two soldiers with ten days' rations. They will doubtless reach Leech lake to-day.
It is Sft.id that these Indians were advised to this course bv persons in this vicinity who
wished to make trouble and deltty about the removal of the Missi$Sippi Indians to their new
reservation. I do not appreh end any serious trouble, but thou ght it best to have a small
force of soldiers sent to Leec h lake, to Jet these Indians who were disposed to do mischief
know that they would be attended to, and punished if any depredations were committed
by them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN CLARK,
United States Indian Agent.
Ron. D . N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. G.

No. 156.
0FFJOE OF U NITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,

Chippewa Agency, Minnesota, August 21, 1866 .
Sm: I have the honor to inform you that th e threatened outbreak among the Tndians
at Leech lake has subsided. The detachment of soldiers sent forward on Friday lal:lt reached
there on .the f,> Jlowing day, much to the relief of the families aud employe5 at tha t place,
as well as to the tmrplise of tho Indians.
That a party of Indians did contemplate the destruction of gove rnm ent property, the
killin g of cattle, and frightening away, if pol:lsibl e, of the employed. is a fact, but the presence of soldi ers on the ground be fore they had fully matured their plan;J has c·tUsed th em
to abandon the whole ma.tter fur the ptesetJt at least. 'That these Indians were enco uraged
to n, ake tronule by peroons li vi ug in this vicinity I hav e not the Jeal:l t doubt, but it may
be impo · ·ibl e to obtaiu po:Sitive iufonnrt.tion as to tile origin of the contemplated m'J vernent.
There are about a core of young Indians, called the Scall ctwags of Leech lake, who are
always ready for mi~cldef when there is any one bal:le eno ngh to plan the ditty work fur
them. I do not apprehend any further cause of nlann among the employ e.;, but think it
advi~able for th e tluldier.; to tt'OHLin at Leech lake for the prt'seot.
I have the honor to remain, very re;;p'-ctfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN CLARK, U. S.lndian Agent.
lion. D. N . CooLEY,
Oummis~ioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C'.
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CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR.
No. 157.
WASHINGTON, August 6, 1866.
SIR: I enclose herewith request of th~ Catholic IndLms on the Rtd River reservation
for permission to build a Catholic church on said reservation.
This petition was handed me by the bishop, in presence of several chiefs. I have,
during the past five years, received frequent petitions for the same thing, but have never
la.id them before the department for the reason that there was a Protestant missiona1 y
residing on the reservation, and he has made strong objections, urg in~ that where a missionary of one denomination was located on a reserve th e policy of the government had
been to allow them to occupy the field unm ol ested. The Catholics are increasing very
· fast, and the labors of the Catholic missionary have produced very salutary results among
th ese Indians in many different w~ys, especially in restraining the use of ardent spirits.
I am corupellecl, by the results I have witneFsed, to report in favor of thi s request. I ·
think they are mtitled to a comfortable place of worship, and am satisfied that the best
interests of the Indians would be subserved by encouraging the labors of the Catholic
missionary among them . I think evei·y person, wh ether red or white, Rhould be allowed
the privil ege of wot·sbipping God accordin g to the dictates of his own conscience.
Very respectfully, your obeditmt servant,
· L E WEBB,

United $tales Indian Agent.
Ron . D. N. CooLEY,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs

OuR FATHER: We now tender you our wishes on paper, and will be happy if our father
will gratify us in our request. Our g rea t desire is that we should have a Catholic church
built on the r eserve at Bad river. It is true that we have a small place of worship, but
it is entirely too small to accommodate our increasing numbers; we are increasing every
year Now, this is the principal rle~ire of your red children. The Laae Court Oreille
Chippewas are also desirous that a Catholic church be built at Bad river. Now, if our tequest is granted, all of your red children will be extremely happy.
.
From your Christian red children on the Bad River reservation.
To General L. E. WlBB,

Chipp~wa

Agwt.

(I.ist of Catholic Indians accompanying the above showed the number to be 158, of
all ages.)
The reqnep,t was granted.

WINNEBAGOES AND POTTAWATOl\1IES 01!, WJSOONSIN.
No. 158.
AGENCY OF STRAY BAN1r OF WINNEBAGO AND PO'l'l'AWATOJIIIE
INDIANS OF WISCONSIN, Plover, Stp!ernber 24, l 8C6 .
m : In compliance with the requirements of your office I have the hunor to submit the
foll owing r port:
The Indhm under my charge, as far a!l I am acqnainterl with their condition from
actual examination and inquiry, are a· comfortable and p aceable as could b~ expected from
their Filuati n and their proximity to the white Rettlement. They have doue very wel l
the pa t ummer in bunting, trappin ' · and picking benies
1 he cranb rry crop wa large tbi full, and the price!! qu ite remunerative. Th ey have
don e quite a bu in c.. in pickin and · lliog them. 'l'he .Pottawatomie.; of Lak Horicon
and tho. e who tay in that vicinity have spent mo t of the summer in Portag , Waapaca,
and Wood countie:J. About one hu r.drc families have remained in tbi · locality dnring
the summ r. They informed me a few days since that they were goiug back to L ke
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Horicon to Fpend the winter. · They usually have very good luck there in trapping for
furs. A portion of them make their permanent winter quartertl on Little Wolf river, in
the northern part of this (Portage) ar.d Waupacca countil's, from fifteen to twen ty miles
north of the white settlements. They have in tlHtt vicinity, at their different camps,
some forty or fifty acres of corn and potatoes. They have q1{ite permanent .st1 uctures for
houRes, and excellent bunting grounds, especially on the north .
They inform me that llears are very plenty this fall. MiUJY of tbem are just now passing
through here fn,m their cranberrying expedition on Wisconsin 1iver to their winter
quarters. Those who stay at Lake Horicon inform me that they have considerable corn
growing in that locality. They are leaving here to go and harvest, their corn Most of
the Pottawatoruies and many of the Winnebagoes have ponit>s, which, with their guns,
constitute the most of their wealth. They make quite a busineFs in raising ponies for
sale. Their ponies are small-sized, but very hardy, cr~.pable of living in winter in thick
timber on bro\>\'se.
The Winnebagoes make their permanent stopping place in Janeau, Adams, and Wood
.counties, most of them near and on the Great Marsh, in Janeau county. They make
quite a business in the fall of picking and selling cranberries. They inform me that beats
are plenty in their locality, and think the trapping will be good this fall and winter.
They Lave raised some corn ; the amount I have not ascertained.
With one or two exceptions they are very peaceable and quiet. There are those whites
who will complain when the Indians congrtgate in their vicinity, al~ough they commit
no depredations.
Our source of complaint arises from some objecting to the Indians hunting or trapping
in their vicinity. They express a d.esire to remain in the conntry, and a willingness to be
quiet and peaceable. One idea they have is, that they should be permitted to go out into
unfenced and unuccupiGd JandR. 'Ihcy think there is no propriety in their bein~ refused
the privilege of pasturing their horses on wild marshes that are unoccupied and unfenced,
and ue only used for cutting hay. This has, in one or two instances, been the cause of
complaint to me by the owners of such lands.
The greatest enemy they have is in thoee who traffic and, without regard to law, persist in selling thf'm ardent spirit~. This it is impossible to wholly prevent so long as they
mingle and traffic with th e whites. '1 here are plenty of men who, for the profit, will, in
defiance of law, take the chances of furnishing them whiskey. As far as I haYe been able
to ascertain, in nine cases out of ten, when any trouble or difficulty hatJI)CCurred, t be cause
could be traced to th eir having obtained intoxicating li quoro. If they are to be permitted
to remain in this state for a length of time, in my judgment it would be policy to set
apart for their use some tract of land belonging to goverument, ~way from the settlements,
and give them to understand that they must go on tu it and make it their usual and permanent &topping-place. There are plenty of localiti es un suited for agricu ltUlal purposes
and well adapted to their condition whic;h will probably never be settled by the whites,
and would make them a suitable home, "'h ere, if they were moved, they would be less
liable to roam around, and, consequently, less liable to the evi l contaminations which result from their mingling with the whites. 'They seem to have little desire for education .
I know of only one (a Winnebago) that could ever 1ead or write, and be bas forgotten
nea rly all he ever knew about it. He is a son of Dikora., oue of the headm en of the
Winnebago bands.
The only Pottawatom ies that have any knowledge of books are a few half-breeds
In religion many are Catholics, eitbt'r from early association with Catholic missions, or
from notion, inherited from their paren ts. There are no missions among th em now that I
am aware of. In my opinion if the different straggling uat:Jdti of the two tribe were congregated together, both their physicrtl and moral condition would be greatly improved,
with far less ex pense aud trouule than would attend an effort for that object wl1en they are
broken up and scatte1ed in small band· and famili es, an d roving around from place to
place, as at preaent. I thiuk th eir numbers have not increased any in the State dming
th ela ·t year. 'orne who come from Knn as have return ed back.
'l'ho:, e Indian1:1 being so much scattereu. and a portion almost constantly moving about,
renders it almost imp c•s,il.Jie to report thtir numbers accurately, or to give anything more
than an approximate e ·timate with 1eference tu stati:stics connLct.ed with their affairs.
I am, sir, very reEpectfully, your obedient servant,
0. H. LAMONEM,
United States Spteial fndza11 A gent.

Ron. D. N. 'OOLEY,
Cvmmubioner of Indian Affairs.
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MACKINAC AGENCY.
No. i59.
OFFICE OF MACKINAC INDIAN AGENCY'

Detroit, October 8, 1866.
Sm: In obedience to the requirements of the rules and regulations of the Indian department, I r espectfully submit to you, for your consideration, my second annual report of the
number and condition of the Indians within this agency.
According to the lates t cenEus, t aken for the purpose of distributing annuiti es to'them in
fulfilm ent of treaty stipulations, this agency contains an Indian population of seven thousand nine hundred and twenty-five souls, as follow3, viz :
Ottawas and Chippewas .•••••.••••..••••..••. - .•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Chippewas of Sa.ginaw, Swau Creek and Black River ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies ....................................... .
Chippewas of Lake Superior ................................................. .
Pottawatomies of Huron •••••••••• ·......................................... .

5,027
1,562
232
1,058

Total •••••• _. ....................................................... .

7,925

46

Th e social and moral condition of the Indians within this agency has not materially
changed Eince the date of my last annual report. The usual well-meant efforts have been
put forth in their beh::t lf by the missionaries, teachers, and others interested in their welfare, pr .clueing about the usual results. But, from the very nature of the case, progress
with the Indian race in civiliz:ttion is and must be slow Indeed the word progress, as applicable t o the Indian , has not the significance which it hrts when applied to the intelligent
and energetic white man, and, considering the rights and limited rtuvantttges they have,
they probably sncceect qu ite as well as their more highly favored white neighbors, and, for
this reason, their errors and deficilncies ought not, in my opini9n, to be too severely criticised.
Watched and pursued, and preyed upon as th ey have been by large numbers of unscrupulous white men, more powerful because more intelligent, it appe·trs to me somewhat remarkable that their conduct; and lives are as good and creditable as they are.
N~:>r is the poor Indian wronged ou.ly by bad white men, but it is a fact which is made
more apparent to me e~ry year of my connection with this.branch of public service, and I
mention it more in sorrow than in anger, that many of the better class of society seem to
re;rard him as an evil and forlorn bird of prey, to be plucked at will, and who do not hesitate to lend a h elpi ng hand in the foul and nefatious work, whenever an opportunity offers
itself.
And especia lly is this the case whenever the cash and goons annuities are paid to them
in fulfilrn ~:nt of trtaty stipulations. rrhese, together with the lands reserved and se t apart
by the government for th ei r nse and b en efit in their destitute and almost hom eles condition, are v~:ry generally regarded as legitim'l.te plunder. Often are their annuitieR obtained
without a just equivalent, autl tlleir lands trespasseJ upon with impunity and witb.uut redress.
'l'hu situated and exposed, the poor Indian nP.eds, and, for years to come must have, a
guardim, and every year's experience among them serve,; ml)]e deeply to impre s me with
the nec .. R;;ity of watchful ctre and earne·t faithfulness on the put of those commitdouecl
t look after his welftl.r0. I am con vinc •cl that, if it is pos!'ible, more ought to be done by
the government to protect an•l s:lve him from unprinciple I and grc~dy wllite men, who
·
follows hi:~ fo tsteps on ly to pr.~y upon him and devour hi~:~ ~mbstanc ~ .
The grelteAt and fir,;t care of the government now should, in my opinion, be the appointment of well-known hone t , failhf d . and capable men for supctintendf-'uts and 11geuts to
rf-' ·ide among them, an([ requiring of them to be men of one work, and that work the c:-1.1 e
of the Inrliaw; put under their ch n..:e Inefficiency or nnf<~.i l hfnlnc.-s here thwarls the generally good and b .ncvolent intentions of th e government toward:; this unfurtu nate 1ace,
and i~ p·rbap the prolific tmurce of miJst of the deprc lation~:~ and outrages committe'! by
them.
In my ]a-t report I h vl occa i"n to rt'mark that the 1.10<1 matter of the Indians of this
agency · em to require ~;pecif~l atl•t,tion at th hands of the clcpartm nt. I now beg le•tve
to r ·fer you to what was then ancl til •re aid upm that ubjccl, and I ha.vc to add tba.t the
sam· necc ity for action is greater now lhun at that time.
Tr pa:s•f> are con tantly incrc~a ing in numbt~r upon their re crvations, and will undoubtedly continue to do so from year to )ear, as thr. tid~: of population SWL'ep:; over the
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northern portion of the State. It is constantly in motion, and the restless and grasping
white man looks upon, covets, and then appropriates the land rlesigned and set npart by
the government as the permanent and perhaps the last home of the Indian, wlw seems to
have no efficient means of resishmce or redress.
I therefore still deem it highly important that prompt and energetic measures be taken
for his immediate protection, and in doing whiCh I recommend that all proper and necessary
forbeara nce and generosity be exercised towards any white men, who, through misapprehension or wrong ad vice, have been induced to settle on their reservations.
The Indians in Michigan having heretofore ceded to the government large tracts of agricultural, timber, and mineral lands for an exceedingly small comideration, which are yielding immense wealth to the country, it can well afford to be not only just but generous
towards them in the fulfilment of existing, and in the making and executing new treaties
with them, and in which the rights of the Indians should be clearly defined, fully protected
and faithfully enforced.
Since my last report, the treaty concluded with the Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek
and Black River, on the 18th day of October, 1864, bas been ratified. by the Senate, with
some slight amendments proposed by the same, and which were promptly assented. to and
approved by the Indians parties to tbe Rame.
I have hopes that much good will accrue to them from the provision of this treaty. It
provides, among other things, for the removal of those known as the "Bay Indians" to
the I~:;abella reservation, where most of the tribe is already located; gives land to the
younger members of the same, and also for a boarding-school near the·· Indian settlements.
These , the leading features of the treaty, are believed to be important and are confidently
looked to for the most satisfactory results; especially do I hope for good from the establi::;hment of the contemplated boarding-school, as experience proves th at Indian children
living at home with their parents cannot be relied upon to attend school with that promptitude and regularity essential to success; but when they are at a bJarding-school, their
home for the time being, and under the eye and constant supervision of their t eachers,
th ey are more likely tobenotonly prompt and regular in their attendance, but also diligent
in their studies. .And besides, in such a school they are conl:ltantly learning something of
the social habits and customs of civilized life.
In this connection I would mention the discontinuance of Grove Hill Seminary, an Indian
mission school on Grand Traverse bay, for many years maintained among the Ottawas and
Chippewas, located in that part of the State and presicled over by the Rev. P . Dougherty.
Most cheerfully do I bear testimony to the faithfulness and efficiency with which Mr.
Dougherty has for more than twenty years lahored among those Indians, and as sincerely
do I regret hi s retirement from this field of labor, made necessary by the recen t action of
the missionary society of the Pre:>byterian church on the acco unt of the wau·t of the necessary funds longer to maintain it.
'l'he agricultural and other labors put forth by the Indians of this agency during the past
year have, as a gene ral thin g, produced satisfactory results. 'rheir gard ens and fields, which
are being enlarged from year to year, have yielded good crops of corn and potatoes. These
are staple articles with them , and which, together with the fish taken and the sug-ar mauufactmed by th em, constitute the cbit·f articles upon which th ey principally subsil:;t.
The priucipal products of th eir industry, as reportod to this, office, were bushel::; of wheat
1,977; of co1n 42.022; potatoes 90,6ll; tons of hAy cut 2,514; nJaple sugar manufacured 233,701 pounds; and of the value of furs sold $4 0, 108 .
The numuer of schools maintained amollg them durin;r a portion OJ' the whole year is
22 ; number of children attending w<ts 548 males and 386 females, being a total of 934:.
Tho teacLers' reports show about the usual progress on the p;nt of those who a.ttended
regularly, while thuse who attended incgularly were not much benefited. Of the mission alies employed amnng the Ind1ans in 1\licbigan during the }'Par, seven are l\1ethodicit, seven
Catholic.:;, one Presbyterian, one Cungregatiuw1li ·t and one We~;lt: yan.
For a st ;ltenunt ill detail of the products raised by th<.: Indians within th is ag;cncy during
tbe year, the number of cbildren attending school, and other item·J uf info1mation touchiug their condition and prot;reRs, 1 beg leave to refer you to the accompanyiug reports on
Agriculture aJltl educatiou, and in reference to which it i:; proper fu r me to my th11.t they are
a perfect as the nature of the service will permit, entire accuracy in every particular IJ<!iug
entirely im practic-tble.
Vigorou: eft' rts arc now being madl: throughout this agency to su·ppress th e sale or ~ift of
spirituou · liquor to th u Indians within the >arne. The constitutionality of the act pa$~ed
by Congres and approved February 1.'-J. 1H62, having IJeen SIJI:ltained by the Supreme Court
of the nited 'tate s. there i, it would I'Cem, n othing further wanted to groatly Je,train if
not finally to ·uppru;. this mo t nefct.riou aud de~>tructive tr,1ftic, but the united and euergedc action on the pA.It of those wLo e duty it was to see the law executed. It ~;hall not
be my f~~ult if that de iraule r ei:iult is not accomplished .
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In conclusion, I have further to say that the Indians within this agency have during the
past year generally enjoyed good health. There has been but little sickness among them,
and but few have died. They appear to be sincerely attached to the government, and
gc:nerally well d!sposed towards the citizens of the State in which they are located and
reside.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. SMITH,

United States Indian Agent.
Bon. D. N . CooLEY,

Commissione1· of Indian Affairs, Washington Ctty, D. C.

No. 160.
WASHINGTON,

D. C., Ftbruary 10, 1866.

SrR : I enclose herewith a memorial of citizens of Oceana county, Michigan, praying
for the restoratio n to market of Indian reserved lands, to wit: townships 15 and 16
north, of range 16 west, and ask for C01Jlpliance with the prayer of petitioners, if not in com· .
patible with public interest
Very respectfully, yours,

T. W FERRY.
Ron.

JAJIIES HARLAN,

Secretary of the interior, Washington

Io the hon~rable Ilouse of Representatives in Congress assembled:
We, the undersigned, inhabitants of Oceana county, Michigan, would respectfully represent that by virtue of a treaty made on the thirty-first day of July, A. 0. 1 85~ , between
the United States of America, and the Ottawas and Chippewa Indians, among other tbings,
town hips fifteen and sixteen rwrth, of range sixteen west, were reserved fur certain b<wds
of Iodians; that they had five years to locate the lands granted to them bv said treaty,
which expired July 31, 1860 ; that they then bad the sole right to locate lands in said
township at government price for five years longer, which expired July 31, 1865; that
there are at present thirt.y thousand acres of government la.nd in said tow,,ships yet unsold;
that said town hip contain the besL farming lands in said county; that, by reason of said hnds
1ting RO r~::se rved for the last ten years, we have been and are compelled to pay higher
taxes than we otberwi~e shou ld : Therefore we would respectfully pray your honorable body,
that S11id lands may be held in market, so that they may be bought and improved, and ourselves in some manner relieved of the burden of tux·~tion, and your petitioners will ever
pray, &c

MOSES TOWNSEND.

SYLVESTER D. AYRES.

C. POWERS.
ABIJOT W. PEUK.
Wl\1. W. WIL 'ON.
DARIUS DAYlO~.
JOHN B. VA J.AUTLY.
DAVID BE HAM.·

NEHEMIAH MILLER.

GEO B. HITUHCOJK.
ROl:fT. F. A~DRU".

IWRGE BELBUREE ~ .
VILJTOB. Y 'A.TTERLEE.

WM. H. CHENEY.
GEO. L . LACY.
TH0\1A " 1:5. MAIN.
L . l 1 IrCHl' OUK.
A. S. ROLLINS.
MYRON C. GILBERT.

FRED J. RU:3SELL.
Deputy County C!crk.

NEW Y RK AGE .L. OY.
No. 161.
OnroE lNDIA.'l' AGENCY FOR mE INDIANs IN NEW YoRK,

Akron, S£ptember 29, 1 GG.
I have the honor, in accordance with the regulations of lhe Indian department,
herewith to render my annual report of the condition of the ·everal tribes of Indians within
the New York agency.
IB.:
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Since my last report I have visited the various tribes comprising the six nations of Indians within the State of New York in the discharge of mr official duties.
I believe that all of them are making some progrPSS in the scale of civilization, and industry is being g iven more thoroughly to agricultural pursuits, than in former years. Improvements in barns and houses are being made, which will add both to their interest and
comfort. ·
Agricultural fairs are annually held on the Cattaraugus and Tonawanda reservations, and
th e perfect succe8s, and the premiums paid to them, produces a stimulant for increased
action in their agricultural pursuits, and to the improvement in their sundry kinds of horse,
cattle, swine and poultry. The past year has been. very healthy, with the exception of a
visitation of small-pox among the Tonawandas, which with a few cases of other sicknel:ls,
has amounted to forty,four deaths in this band ; but, taking the several tribes within the
agency, the births exceed the deaths.
There has been no ch,mge in the number or denominational character of the missionary
establishments during the past yeil' 'I'wo churches have been built during the last year by
the Bapth;t denomination, one located on the Tonawanda, and the other upon the Cattaraugus reservation .
'I'he State of New York has maintained, among the severiil tribes, twenty-three schools
the greu.ter portion of the time for the last fi, cal year, as well as some small amounts has
been given by the Indians themRelves, as also by the Society of Friends at Pbila•lelphia,
Pennt;yl vania, as per educational report of statistics f•Jr 1866, accompanying this report.
'lhe Thoma'3 asylum for orphan and destitute Indian children is entirely successful in
all things pertaining to the care and education of the children intrusted to it; the trnstt.)eS
employ the best of teacLers. .But its pecuniary wants at this present time are severely felt,
and its officers are laboring under many embarra,sments in consequence of not rece iving their
usual or formal aid ; and truste<-'s have a grateful appreciation of the ail from the United
~tates government, fur appropriations for the civilization of Indians of $1,000, made andreceived in 1865, as well as in former years, and I have informed the treasurer, a::; stated in
yours of August 25, 1866, that$ t, 000 would be pn.id this current year.
There have been seven (7) Inci ians who have received aid, both male and female, during
the ]a:;t year from the Indian dep,trtm eot, for their tuition in attending seminaries and
academical schools Then~ is a growing interest fdt by the parent, generally that their
ch ildren sho uld receive a good education
The Tonawandas in July laRt, in coundl assembled, agreed to set out from their tribal
funds, two thousand dollars ($2, 000) for educational, religious, and othe r puulic purposes,
as permanent, which I have he •e tofure advised you of their reoolutions of SCtme; an·i the
Eaid Tonawanda band are still desiron::; that their petition may be g ranted , that an act may
be passed by the legislative body of the ::itatt~ of New York, grantin!.{ them a boarding and
mauual labor school, the said band giving three thousand dollars ($3,000) and J:ifty acres
of land toward said school.
The amount offunds I received from the United States Treasurer for fulfiiling treaty stipulations with the Senecas reEidin g on the Cattaraugus, Allegany, and Tonawanda. reservations, was eleven thous md eight htwdred and eighty-nine dollars anJ ninety-four cents
($11,889 94,) which I have paid them, aud the further sum of five thousand two hnndred
and seventeen dollars (5,217) trust fund interes t, I have paid to the Tonawanda b<tnd residing on the Tonawanda reservation, agreeable to your instru ctions.
I aloo made the distribution of goods annuities for the fulfilment of treaty stipulations
made with the six nations of Indians in 1794:, viz: To the Senecas residing on Cattaraugus,
Allegany, aud Tonawanda ref'ervatiuns, the Onddas at Oneida UaHtle, Onondagas at Ouondaga Ca ·tle, Tuscaroras at Tuscarora; also Oneidas with Onondii.gas, and Onond ,.gas and
Cayugas with Senecas.
.
Fur the money and goods paymento I have alrearly submitted the required vouchers
aud bt:\tements to the Comudssioner of Indian Affairs in July last,
I ·end you herewith two sat i ~tic d repo rts, one euuc ltional anti the other arrricultural
o
'
for the Ia t li ·cal year end.1ng September 30, 1 ~66 .
Very respec tfully, your obedient t>ervant,
C. B. RICH, United States I ndian Agent.
Ron. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner Indian Affuirs, Washington, D. C.

304

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

:MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.
No. 162.
DEPARTliiENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. 0., February 6, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose for your consideration a copy of communication from
the Commis~ioner of Indian Affairs, dated the first instant, with a copy of a letter from S.
M. Comati.er, a Shawnee Indian, therein referred to. The communications are ·in relation
to the taxation of the Shawnee Indian lands in Kan~as.
By the first article of the treaty between the United Stn.tes and. the Shawnee Indians
concluded on the lOth day of May, 1854, (Statutes at Larg~, vol. 10, page 1053,) as amended
by the Senate, the said Indians ceded to the United States sixteen hundred thousand acres
of land which had been Eet apart for them under previous treaties, (see treaty of December
30, 1825, Statues, vol. 7, page 284, and treaty of August 8, 1831, Statutes, vol. 7, page 256 .)
By article second of the treaty of May 10, 1854-, as amended, two hundred thousand acres·
were ceded t o said Shawnee Indians by the United States, this cession being of lands now
within the limits of the 8tate of Kansas. Provi::>ion is made in this article for setting
apart portions of this cession for various societi~s for selection in severalty by these Indians;
''if a singl e person, two hundred acres; and if the head of a family, a quantity equal to two
hundred acres for each member of his or h er family."
By article ninth of said trtaty it is provided that Congress may hereafter provide for the
issuing to such of the Shawnees as may make separate selections, prttents for the same,
with such guards aud restrictions as may seem advisable for their protection therein.
Provision was made by Congress for this purpose, by the eleventh section of the act of
Congress approved March 3, 1859, (Statutes at Large, vol. 11, page 430,) and patents h~tve
been issued to said Indians containing the stipulation presented by the Secret~t.ry of the Interior in pursuance of the treaty and foregoing act, viz: that the tract for which the patent
is issued "shall never be sold or conveyed without the consent of the Secretary of the Interior for the time bPing."
By the first section of the act for the admission of K ansas into the Union, approved
January 29, 186 l, (Statutes at Large, vol. 12, page 126,) and which defines the territory of
which said State shall consist, it is expressly provided that nothing in the constitution
respecting the boundary of said State shall be construe,! to impair the rights of person or
property now pertainin g to the Indians in s.dd territory, so long as such rights shall remain unextinguibbt~d by treaty between the United ~tates and said Indians.
It would appear from the enclosed papers that the State authorities in Kansas are proceeding to colh:ct taxes, and to ~;e ll, in case of non -payment, tile ~hawnee lands selected
under the provi ions of the treaty of 1854 referred to, which it is presumed are the subj e<:t
of individual ownership by said Indians und er the provisions of said treaty and act of
Congress referred to . This is· done in accordance, no doubt, with the dech,ion of the supreme court of Kansas, to which your attention has heretofore been called. In view of
these facts I have the honor to request that you will consid ~ r the questi on which is now
re pectfully submitted, whether these Shawnee lands are subj ect to taxation under the
treaty, the legislation connected therewith, and the Jegi lation providing for the admis-ion
of K an~<as into the Union, and will please to corumuu i c<~te your decision in reference to
the same to thi b departoJPnt, and if in yoUl' opiuioll tho 1ight of the ~tate to levy taxes
npon these Janus cannot be maintaiul:'cl, the vropriety of submitting- the quc~thn for the
d .-<.h;ion of the ~upreme Court of the UIJ ited States a t as ear ly a day a!:! po~!:!ii.Jle i ~ re~pect 
fully su;rge~tcd
I am, t<ir, Yery respectfully, JOUr obedient servant,
JAl\1ES llAP.LAN, Stc?etary.
Bon. JAMES f:rr:w,
Attorney Gtneral of Unital Stales.

ATTORNEY GENERAL's OFFICE,

March 9, 1 66.
1

ra: I have the honor to acl,nowledgc th e receipt of two Iettt-rs elated the Gth ultimo,

relative to the taxation <,f the :bawnce and other Indian laud::> in the [';tate of Ka.nsa , to
which I have not een able until now, (owing to pre· ing eng gemcnts in court,) to give
my attention.
t ·of th lett r · reque ts my opinion on the que. tion whether the hawnee land are
aubject to tax~ttion by the ' htc, and the other dt:liircfi me to infotm your department
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whether any steps have been taken to present the question of the lin.bility of the Miami
and other Indian lands to be taxed by the State of Kansas for the decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States.
In reply to the second question I have to say that I am not aware whether or not steps
have been taken to bring any case in which the point in regard to the taxing power of the
State of Kansas in respect to those lands is involved for decision by the Supreme .Court.
I received some time ago transcripts bf the records of three cases in the supreme court of
Kansas, in which the question stated seems to have been decided adversely to the ex(~~1p 
tion of those lands. These cases may be brought, in my opinion, before the Supreme Court
of the United States by writ of error, under the twenty-fifth section of the judiciary act.
I think they are cases eminently fit to be so brought The Indians against whom the
cases went are competent, with the aid of their own counsel, to sue out writs of error to the
supreme court of Kansas. I am surprisccl tha.t they have not already done so, if that be the
fact. I perceive that they were 1epresented at least in one of the ca,ses by very able coumel,
whose argument I have seen, and I should have thought that he would have obtained a
writ of error at once upon the rendition of the decree of the supreme court of Kansas
· Perhaps it would be well, therefore, for your department to request the district attorney
of the United States for Kansas to look into the matter, and sue out, ori behalf of the Indians in interest, writs of error in all the caseo3 decided against the claim of the Indians by
the highest court of the State.
The district attorney should be requested to confer with General Shannon and the other
private counsel for the Indians
It would seem, inasmuch as the question in regard to the taxability of these lancls
may be regularly brought, and will probalJly regularly come before the Supreme Court of
the United States, that my opinion on that question is scarcely necessary for any action of
your department.
My opinion cannot be of more service to your department, even if it shouid be adverse to
the State of Kansas, than a writ of error in the decided cases. '!'he decision of the supreme court of the State must stand as the law of the cases until it is reversed, if it should
be, by the Supreme Court of the United Stittcs.
The proper course, therefore, is for your department to see that the cases are brought for
reviewal by that court at its next term. 'l'he point presented i::; one of wme difficulty, and
I should be embarrassed somewhat in rendering an opinion upon it in view of the judgment
of the supreme court of the State of Kansas, which is very ably defended in the opinion of
the court. But I know enouJ5h of the question to advise you that it is one sufficiently
doubtful to render it proper that it should be submitted to the Supreme Court of the United
States for final determination.
Very respectfully, your obedient S.:'rvant,
JAMES SPEED,
Attorney General.

Ron.

JAliES HARLAN,

Secretary of tlze Interior.
P. S.-Tbe cases in which I have transcripts are: Charles Bluejacket et al. plaintiff in
error vs. the Board of County CommisSioners of the county of Johnson, Kansas.
The Board of County Commis~>ioners of Miami county, Kansas, vs. Wau-zop-eah et' al.
Yellow Beaver, Tom Rog<m; et al. vs. the Board of Commissioners of John::;on county,
Kan,as.

DEPARTJ\1ENr OF TIIE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. C., March 12, 18 66.
Sm: The attention of the Attorney General of the United States having been called to
the question of the taxation of Shawnee and other Indian lands in Kansas, in connection
with the fact that the question stated had been decided adversely to the exemption of
these lands by the supreme court of that State, in certain cases which had come before it
for decision, be writes to this department under elate of the 9th instant, as follows: "that
ina much as the question in regard to the taxability of these lands may be regularly
brought, and will probably regularly come before the Supreme Court of the United States,
my opinion on that question is scarce-ly necessary for any action of your (t.his) department.''
But be further says "I know enough of the qu~ tion to advitle you that it is one which is
sufficiently doubtful to render it proper that it should be submitted to the Supreme Court
of the United ta.tes," and suggests that it would be well for this depa · tmen t to request
the di trict attorney of the United States for Kansas to look into the matter anrl sue out,
in behalf of the Indians in interest, writs of error in all the cases decided against claims of
the Indians.
20

I
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Ina<:much as the question involved is one that materially aifects the interests of the Indians, it is desirable that it should be passed upon by the highest court of appeal ai! a&
ea.rly a day as possible. You are therefore requested to take such steps in the premises, in
accordance with the suggestions of the Attorney General, as wlll insure its being bl'Ought
before the Supreme Court of the United Sta.tes without delay.
I would suggest that in yom; action to this end yon confer with General Shannon and
other private counsel for the Indians.
'Ihe cases in which the question above referred to has been decided by the supreme
court of Kansas, that have come to the knowledge of this department, are as follows:
Charles Bluejacket et al. vs. the Board of County Commissioners of the county of Johnson, Kansas.
The Board of County Commissioners of Miami county, Kansas, vs. Wau-zop-eah et al.
Yellow Beaver, Tom . Rogers et al. vs. the Board of Commissioners of John~on county,
Kansas.
I am sir, very respectfully, yo.ur obedient servant,
JAMES HARLAN, Secret'lry.
JA11ES S. EMORY, Esq.,

United States District Attorney, Lawrence, Kansas.

UNITED STATES Drs TRICr AT.rORNEY's OFFICE,

District of K ansas, Lawrence, March 28, 1866.
SIR: I have the honor this day to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of instructions
of the 12th instant, in regard to the Indian tax cases, requesting me to sue out writs of
error and take such steps as may be necessary to insure these cases being brought bAfore the
United States Supreme Court. I have consulted General Shannon, the private counsel of
t he Indians, as you suggest, and will get the cases up as soon as pos,;ible.
Your obedient ·servant,
J. S. EMORY,
United States
Hon. JA:\IES

Di~trict

A.Uorney.

HARLAN,

Secretary of the Interior.

OFFICE SuPERINTEND-eNT

ot INDIAN

AFFAIRS,

Atchison, Kansas, May 25, 1866.

Sm: I ha.ve the honor to inform you that, in obedience to your instructions contained in
office letter of the 2d instant, directing me to investigate certain matters relating to tche
sale of land: belongin g to the Shawnees , the Kaskaskias, Peorias, Weas, Piankeshaws, and
the Mialllies, for taxes levied under authority of the laws of this State, I have to report
that I have vh;ited all the county seats where these Indians have lands taxed, and made all
nece~sary arrangements to have a conect statement furnished, for the information of the clep,trtment, of all lands belonging to In(Hans which have been sold for taxes.
In Wyandot county the statement of Shawnee lands taxed will be ready in about one
wedc In Johnson county it will take about two months. In Miami county about a week ,
and in Douglas county about three weeks.
The 'tatcments of lands sold for taxes belonging to the Miamie , Kaskaskias , Peoias, Weas,
&c., are already made out, and will be forwarded in a few days.
I ·rounrl this tax business considerably mixed up, especially in J ohnson county, where
they have been selling lands belonging to the Shawnees since 1860 , and have deeded all
l and~ huhl uy them in severalty to the county, and in Etoroe cases to white person!).
borne tf\xe · have been paid by Indians, but in most ca:es they paid none. In order to
get at thc·e m1-0tters corn:ctly, it will.necessarily take some time in Johnson county, where
w la.1(re a body of tueir land lh,s.
Al soon as these f;U~temcnt ·come to hand I will forward them with other desired information in rclnlio11 thereto.
'
'cry respectfully, your olJedicnt Ecrvant,
THOMAS l\IURPHY,

llvn. D. J.:... CooLEY,
0J711111imoner, WfU.hin[Jlon, D. C.

Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
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No. 163.
Supreme Court of the United Stales. -Nos . 119 and 134:.-December term, 1865.

119.
THE

.

Usnm STATES, plaintiff, }On a certificate of divi:3ion of opinion between the jlldges of
v.~ .
the circuit court of the United ~tates for the eastern disLoRTON HoLLIDAY.
trict of Michigan.
.·
134.

TH.E UNITED RTATES, plaintif, } On a certificate of division of opinion between the jurlges of
vs.
the circuit court of the United States for the d1strict of
Jos.EPH HAAS.
Minnesota.
- ·
,
Mr. Justice Miller delivered the opinion of the Court :
1
The above cases come to this court by certificates of division of opinion of the judges of
the circuit court~ for the districts of Michigan and Minnesota, and arise out of indictments
under the act of February 13, 1862, amendatory of the act of 1t;34 , regulating trade and
intercourse with the Indian tJibes.
The questions propounded to this court in the two cases have a close relation to each other,
and will be disposed of in one opinion.
The first question on which the judges divided in the case against Haas is, "wh ether;.
under the act of February 13, 1862, the offence for which the defendant is indicted was one·
of which the circuit court could have original jurisdiction."
Previous to the act of July 15, 18G2, no circuit courts existed in the districts of Texas 1
Florida, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and Kansas, but the district courts in those districts
exercised the powers of circuit courts.
.
It was during this time that Haas was intlictecl and convicted; and a motion in arrest of
judgment was 1Jendiog and undetermined when that act went into effect. That act, by its
own t erms, transferred to the circuit courts which it created-one of which was in the district of Minnewta-all causes, civil or criminal, which might have bern brought and
could have bel'n originally cognizable in a circuit court. If, then, the offence for which
Haas was indicted was one which could have been originally cognizable in a circuit court,
it was properly in that court for final determination ; otherwise it was not.
The act under which the indictment was found says that if any person shall commit the
offence therdn described, •' such person shall, on conviction before the pwper district court
of the United States, be imprisoned," &c.
8o far as the act itself provides a court for its enforcement, it is the district court.
An examination, however, of the several acts which define generally the relative jurjsdiclion of the district and circuit courts of the United States, leaves no doubt t hat, in regard·
to all crimes and offences, it was intended to make the jurisdiction concurrtmt, except in
caRes where tbe punishment is death. In that class of offences the jurh;diction is exclueive
in the circuit courts. The present offence, however, is created after all those acts were
l'a.ssed, and tbe law defining it only confers jnrisdiction on the district court. Q;-tn the
statutes, or any of them , which give tl1e circuit courts concurrent jurisdiction of offences
eognizable in the district courts, be held to have a prospective operation in such case as the
presl:'nt?
The twelfth section of the judiciary act which created both the circuit and district courts
Fays of the former, they "shall have exclusive cognizance of all crimes and offences cognizable under the authority of the U nitetl States, except where this 'act otherwise provides.
or the laws of the United 8tates shall otherwise llirect, and concurrent jurisdiction with the
dh;trict courts of crimes and offences cognizable therein."
'fbi.; provision has distinct reference, in its first clause, to cases of which tbe circnit courts
shall have (:'Xclusive jurisdiction; and, in its latter clause, to cases in which they shrdl have
concurrent jurisdictiou with the district courts.
'l'hc form er include all crimes and offences where some statute docs not provide the contrary. 'rhe latter include all crimes and offences cognizable in the district ourts.
The judiciflry act of 1789, of which these provisions constitute a part, is the one which,
for the' first tirne under our felleral Constitution, created the courts which were to exerci,-e
the judicial function of tbe government. The powers conferred by tba.t act on the several
court which it created, and the lines by wl.Jich it divided the powers 'of those courts frorn
each other, ancl limited the powers of all of tbem under the Constitution, were intended
to provide a general system for the administration of such powers as the Ooustitution authorized the fedeBl courts to exerci&e. The wisdt~m and forethought with which it was
drawn have been the admiration of succeeding generations. And so well was it done that
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it remains to the prE:'sent day, with a few unimportant changes, the found ation of our system of judicature, and the law which confers, governs, controls, and limits the powers of
all the 'federal courts except the Supreme Court, and which largely regulates the exercise
of its powers .
It cannot be supposed, under these circumstances, that i n giving to the circuit 'Courts
jurisdiction of all crimes and offences cognizable in the district courts, it was intended to
limit the grant to suc_h cases as were then cognizable in those courts. In fact , there w:ts,
at the time this statute was passed, no such thing as an offen ce against the United Stat es,
unless it was treason as defined in the Constituti(;D . H has bE:-en decided that no commoJ;J.~
law clime or offence is cognizable in the federal courts . 'l'he judiciary act organizing t~e
courts was pa. sed before there w11s any statute defining or punishing any offence under a.u thorit.y of the United States. 1 hi s clause, then, giving the circuit courts concurrent jurisdiction in all cases of clime cognizable in the district courts, must, of neceEsity, have had
reference to such statu tes as should thereafter define offences to be punished in tbe district
courts.
·
The offtnce, t.ben, for which Haas w:1s indicted, although declared by that act to he cog~
nizttble in tue district courts, was, by virtue of the act of 1789 , also cogniz ~t ble in the cir~
cuit courts.
The second question in that case is this: whether, under the facts above stated, any
court of Lbe United States bad juriRdiction of the offence?
'1 he facts referred to are , concisely, th at spirituous li quor was s0ld within the t erritorial
limits of the t:itate of Minnesota, and ·without any Indian reservation, to an Indian of the
WinncbHgo tribe under.ti.Je charge of the United States Indian agent for said tribe.
It i denied by the de'ft·ndan t; that the act of Congress was' intended to apply to such a
care; anrl, if it was, it is denied that it can be so applied under the Con stitutton of the
United l:ltates.
On the fin,t proposition the ground taken is, that the policy of the act, and its reasonable
construct iou , limit its operation to the Indian cuuntry, or to reservations inhabited by In~
di<tn tribes.
·
The policy of the act is the protection of those Indians who are, by treaty or other wise ,
under the pupilage of the government, from the dt::b'asing influ ence of th e use of spirits;
and it if:; not easy to perceive why that policy should no t require their preservation from
this, to them, destructive poison whea they are outs~de of a reservation as well as within it.
The evil efil'ctil are the same in both case:3.
But the act of 1862 is an amendment to section 20 of the act of June 30, 1834, (4 Statute
U. , 7:~2,) and if we observe what the amendment is, all doubt i:3 removed. The fir.·t act
dcc1at cd th:tt if any person sold spirituous I iquor to an Indian in the Indian country he should
forfeit five hundred dollars.
·
'1 Le amcuded !H.t punishes any person who ~hall Fe11 to an Indian under charge of ·an
Indhm agent or superintendent appointed by the United States. The limita,tion to t he
Indian com try is stricken out, ancl that r equiring th e Indians to be under chm·ge of an
agent or superintendent is substituted. It cannot be doubted that the purpof;e of the
amendm ent was to remove the t-cstriction of the act to "the Indi<Ln country," and to make
pa1tie liaule if they sold to Indians under the charge of a superintendent or agen t, wherever
they rni9ht be.
It is next claimed that if the act be so construed, it is without any constitntional authority iu its application to the cBse before Ut' . We are not furnished with auy argumeut
by eitbtr of tbe defendants on this branch of the subject, and may not therefore be able
to 'tate, with entire accuracy, the position assu med. But. we underst.:1.ncl it to be subl;tau~
tially !Lis: th~t so far as the act is intended to operate a a pol ice regulation to nforce
good moxal within the limits of a State of the nioo, that power belongs exclusively to
the 'tate, and there is n(} warrant in the Constituiiun for its exerciae by Congress. If it
is an attempt to regulate commerce, then the commerce here regulated is a commer ·e wholly
within the State, among its o'vn inhabitants or citizens, and it> not within t he powe rs conferred on ougreRs by the commercial clause.
Th e act in qne~tion, although it may partake of fiome of the qualities of thofie acts pac: eel
by tate legi ·J turcs which have been 1 eferred to the police powers of the States, i ·, we
think, l'till m(, • clearly ntitleu to be called n. regulation of commerce. '' 'ommerce,"
says ' icf Ju tice Iarshall, in the opinion in Gillbonf' vs. Ogden, to which we RO often turn
with profit when thi clnu e of the Constitution is under con ·ideration, "undoubtedly is
traffic; but it is om~thin' ruorc-it i intercoun;e." The law before us profcrHCH tor gul atc tra c nr. cl intcrcour ·e ith the Indian tribes. It manifc:tly doe both. It. relo.t s to
uying nd Felling ancl xcha11ging commcditics, which i · th e es n<'e of all ~ommerce, and
it te~ul t • tbe int rcour e between tl · citi;r,·~n ·of the nitcd States a.ud those tribes, which
i arwth ·r h anch of comm rce, and n very important one.
If tl · n under con. idera.tion i · a regulation of commerce ns it undoubtedly iR, does it
tcgula t t kind of commerce " ich is placed within the control of ongm, · by the Con-
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stitution? 'fhe words of that instrument are : '' Congre!'S shall have power to reguJate
commerce with foreign nations, and r.mong the several States and with the Indian tTibts."
Commerce with foreign nations, without doubt, means commerce between citizens of tbe
United t)tates and citizens or subjects of forei gn governments as individuals. And so commerce with tbe Indian tribes means commerce with the individuals composing those tTibe . The act
bef<J re us describes this precise kind of traffic or commerce, and therefore comes within the ternvs of the
comtitutional provision.
Is there anything in the fact that this power is to be exercised within the 1imits of a
Stn.te which :renders the act regulating it unconstitutional?
.
In the same opinion to which we have just before referred, Judge Marshall, in speaking
of the power to i·egulate commfJrce with 'fo'r eign st:;l.tes, says : "Th,e power does not stop a.t
the jurisdictional limits of the several States. It would be a very useless power if it could
not pass those lines." If C.:ongress has the power to regulate it, that power must be exercised wherever the subject exists. It follows from these propositions., which seem to be inc,.ntrovertible; that if commerce or traffic or intercoun>e is carried on with an Indian tribe,
or with a member of such tribe, it is subject to be regulated by Congress, although within
the limits of a State. The locality of the traffic Cltn have nothing to do with the power.
The right to exercise it in reference to any Indian ttibe, or any person who is a member of
suc:;h tribe, is absolute, without reference to the locality of the traffic, or the locality of the
tribe, or of the member of the tribe with whom it is carried on . It is not, however, intended by these remarks to imply that this clause of the Constitution authorizes Congress
to regulate any ot(ler comm~rce, originated and ended within the limits of a single State,
than commerce with the Indian tribes.
These views answer the two questions certified up in the case against Haas, and the two
first questions in the case against Holliday.
The third question in Holliday 1s case is
whether, under the circumstances stated in the plea and replication, the Indi001 named can
be considered as und er the charge of an Indian agent within the meaning of the act ?
The facts referred to, as set out in detail in those pleadings, are too long to be repeated
here. The substance of them, as having reference to tllis particular question, is that the
Indian to whom the liquor was sold had a piece of land on which he lived, and that he
voted at county and town elections in Michigan, as he was authorized to do by the laws of
that State ; that he was still, however, so far connected with his tribe that he lived among
them, received his annuity under the treaty with the United States, and was represented
in that matter by the chiefs or headmen of his tribe, who received it for him ; and that an
agent of the government attended to this and other matters for that tribe. These are the sup.
stantial facts pleaded on both sides in this particular question, and admitted to be true ; and,
without elaborating the matter, we are of the opinion that they show the Indi'<m to be still
a .member ofV::tis tribe \fid under the charge of an Inoian agent .• Some point is m ade of the
dissolution of the tribe ,by the treaty of August 2, 1855 ; but that treaty requires the tribal
relation to continue till 1865 for cert~Lin purposes, an<l those purposes are such that the
tri ue is unrler the charge of an Indian superintendent; and they justify the applica.tion of
tlte act of 1862 to the individuals of that tribe.
Two other questions are propounded by the judges of the circuit couri: for the eastern
dh;trict of Michigan, both of which have relation to the effect of the constitution of Michigan and certain acts of the legislature of that State in withdrawing these Indians from the
inft11ence of the act of 1862.
'rhe facts in the case certified up with the division of opinion show distinctly " that the
Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Aff11irs have decided that it is
uecessary, in on.ler to carry into effect the provisions of said treaty, that the tribal organi- •
!f,.;Ltion bhould be preserved." In reft:rence to all matters of this kind it is the rule of this
court to follow the action of the executive and other political departments of the government, whose more specic•l duty it is to determine such affairs. If by them those Indialls
are rf'cognized as a tribe, this court must do the same. If they are a tribe of India.ns, then,
by the Constitution of the United s·tates, they are placed for certain purposes withi n the
control of tbe laws of Congre::;s. This control extends, as we have already shown, to the
subject of 1:egulating the liquor trade with them. Tbis power residing in Congre ~;s, that
body is necessarily supreme in its exercise. This has been too often decided by this court
to reqnire argument or even reference to authority.
Neither the constitution of the State nor any a~ of its legislature, however formal or
solemn, whatever rights it may coufer upon those Indians or withhold from them, can
withdraw them from the influence of au act of Cougress which that body has the constitutronal right to pass concerning them. Any other doctrine would make the legi l:ttion of
the State the supreme law of the land, instead of tLe C.:onstitution of the United ~t1 ttes and
the laws and treaties made in pnrsuance thereof.
If authority for thiJ proposition in its application to the Indians is needed, it mav be
found in the cases of the Cherokee Nation v.~ . The State of Georgi<~, 5 Peters, 1 ; and W orce:;ter vs. The State of Georgia., 6 Peters, 515.

310

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

The result to which we arrive from the examination of this law, as regards the questions
certified to us, is that both questions in the case against Haas must be answered in the affirmative; and in the case against Holliday the first three must be answered in the affii-ma
tive, and the last two in the negatiye.
It is, however, proper to say that in the fourth question in the latter case is include~ a
q ue ry, whether the Indian Otobisco was a citizen of the State of Michigan.
As the views which we h&ve advanced render this proposition immaterial to the decision
of the c"se, the court is to be underst ood as expressing no opinion upon it.
I am desired to eay that Mr. Justice Nelson, not having heard the argument in these
cases, took no part in the decision.
D. W . MIDDLETON,
'Irue copy:

Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States.

No. 164.
DEPAltTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. C., .Murch 9, 1866.
SIR: I have to make the following inquiry, viz : Why trade with Indians in the Indian
country may not be thrown open to any loyal citizen of the United States, of good moral
character, who can give bonds , with satisfactory security, that he will observe the la.ws and
rules of the department, &c. ?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES HARLAN, Secreta1y.
Hon. D. N. CoOLEY, Commissioner Indian Affairs.

DEPARTMr!:NT OF THE INTERIOR, O FFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS ,

March lG, 1866.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 9th instant, making the following inquiry, viz:
" Why trade with Indians in the Indian country may not be thrown open to any loyal
citizen of the United States, of good moral character, who can give bond, with Eath;factory
security, that he will observe the laws and rul es of the department, &c.?"
In reply, I beg leave to state that certain difficulties ha.ve, from the earliest history of our
intercourse with the IndiaiJS, been prominent, resulting from tho i nfi~nce of traders ; these
difficulties may be briefly stated thli!'l:
First. In spite of allla.ws, regulations, and restrictions, many traders do introduce into
the country intoxicating liquors, whose baneful effects are witnessed in every tribe.
Second. • uch is the anxiety on the part of t raders to make money that many disobey
or evade the regulations restricting their intercourse with tribes who are hostile, or prepatin g for ho:tility, and supply them wi.th contraband goods.
Third. The influence obtained by traders over the Indians is very great, and h:\S in many
instv,nct! been exercised to prevent satisfactory treaties being made with them, unl ess their
claims against the Indiaus, to an enormous amount, are recognized by the government,
jhus swelling, in large mea ure, the payments required to be made by government. So
great an evil bad this become as long ago as 1845, that the Senate of the United Sta.tcs provided, th:lt in no future treaties should money be provic!E>d to be paid for such indeb teduc · ; bnt in various forms the same practice was practically still continued .
TilC diflicultieH thus stated in general tetms, and which might be particulalized at length ,
must n ccssr.rily increa ·e with the number of traders.
PerhapR, if a literal compliance with the conditions of your inquiry could be S<'coredthat i:;, if we could be ce1tain that all traders and their employes vere "of good moral
character," and that theil bonds were all good and C(•llectablc-there m ight ue sumo dt.>grcc
of safety in opening the trade to all such . But those conditions are now, and hf~re loug
been, required by Jaw and regulation . Yet the department is compelled to act upon the
certificate of up ·rintc:mlE:nts and agent as to moral character, and as to the sufiiciency of
bond . Jf all ~<Upcrint enclcnts and agent were: to be implicitly relied upon as to tbcs~ matte ·, the intcn:::-ts of the government and the Inc!ians could be ecnred. Until this ~;hall
<:or.ne to 1J the Cl e, I Bubwit that re triction upon the number of traders i~ the ta ·icst
ructl od of litoitin" the ·vil:; referred to.
·a 1•r all tbe ircum. htJC •s, I kt ow of no better cour ethan to allow of a sufficiC>nt num·
l)Cr of tradcn3, ' I - chnr.1ctcr and re.p n ibility shall be clo. ely scrutinizt·d, to obviate
th ·. obj ·clio 1 • likely to ari c frorn a monopoly, and to rc trict all, by some reg•1lations under
htcb nu anuu 1 S(:he ule <If pric:<:s of sale and purchase shall be prescribed, to a fair ba ·is
oft d .
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There are evils incident to the trade, and temptations to fraud and wror1g, in any event,
and there is too often reason to suspect collu.;ion with officers of this bureau, but such
evils, temptations, and possible collusions must on ly increase with the n umbe r of traders .
It seems proper to mention here, that four of the superintendents whose attention ha s
recently been directed to the subject have united in a recommendation for such a change
in t he policy of the department in regard to license to trade, as will annu ally give liceme
at each post or for each tribe to the responsible party, who, after public advertisement,
shall be the lowest in the schedule of prices, at which he will furnish g-oods to the Indians.
I am not prepared at present to recommend this change, seeing many difficulties in the way
of its practical accomplishment; but you will observe that it is the farthest possible from
a general opening of the trade to all parties desiring to enter upon it.
The above is submitted as a brief reply t o your inquiry, the pressure of business upon
this office being such, that I am unable to g-o into further detail. ·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. N. COOLEY, Commissicner.
Hon. JAMES HARLAN, Secreiary of the Interior.

No. 165.
DEPARTMENT OF TilE I N1'ERIOR, OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIR S,

Washington, D. C., June 11, 1866.
SIR : Having recently, with the sanction of this office, visited and m>1de some in vest'igatio n into the educational operations in the State of New York, modelled after the German
Kindergarten schools, I beg leave to subm it my report thereupon, having heretofore been
delayed in such J;eport by the pressure of official duties in my division.
My attention h ad beert call ed to these schools some years since, by representation:; from
relatives then living in New York city, as to the wonderful success obtained by the teachers employing the system referred to, in attracting th e attention of the children, and retaining that attention to such extent that the schools were practical ly a play-ground for
them, while, almost unconsciously to themselves, thf~Y were constantly learning all t hat it
was desirable to teach.
Upon reading the reports of many of the teachers of our Indian schools, l had become
impressed with the fact, that in the case of Indians, to a greater extent th an whites, a system of t eaching wbich possessed such attractions must proYe very beneficial to the pupils,
since the moot frequent complaint of our t eachertl, and constant apology for short-comings ,
noticeable in the schools is that they cannot retain the regular attendance of those wild
children accustomed to·savage liberty of action and the freedom of out-door life.
The system was introduced and carried to great success in Germany by Froebel, whose
very complete work upon the subject has been translated in London; and published there; bnt
I could not learn of its being for sale in this country. A book has, however, been prepared
and published by Miss Peabody and Mrs . Horace Mann, in Boston, wh ich to a cert.ain extent
supplies the want of Froebel' s work, and at all events opens to the interested and capable
teachers a sufficient view of the system to enable them to proceetl in its use with tmccess.
I purchased iu New York a copy of this book, and present it herewith for examination.
Ascertaining from my friends the aJdress of several persons in New York who could give
me information upon the subject, I proceeded in my search, and after !'lome delay, owing to
the ab,;ence of persons whose address I had, I found one of these schools in operation in
Brooklyn. under the charge of Miss .A.. M. Kittredge, at 14 Tompkins Place. Upon making
my businetls known, I was cordially invited to be present the next day and witness the regular ordinary operations of the school. I attended accordingly, and was present about
four hours; and by ob!;lervation and conversation with the teacher, obtained such information as to the operation of the system in this school (comprising some thirty children of
both sexes, ranging from five to nine years of age) as was entirely sa. tis factory as to its g reat
value to them, and also satisfied me that in our Indian schools it can be used to very great
adva.ntage with children of greater age.
On examination of the Kindergarten Guide herewith, it will be apparent, as it wn.s to my
mind, that everything depends upon the capacity of the teachers to make use of the system,
and the patience and the skill with which it is directed in the schools. I should not be
willing to g uarantee its success in all of our Indian schools, for the reason that some of the
teach rs may not have the will, energy, patience, and ingenuity, as well as real love fo r their
work, ncce,;sary to such success; but I thinl- that I can name several of the schools in which
this system might be introduced to great advantage at once, and from which it ma,y be, as
may Eo deemetl de irable, extended to other schools.
The schools to which I refer are those among the i\lencimonees, in Wi.;consin, th e Kickapoos and Delawares in Kansas, and those upon the Tnlalip and 1\hkah rescrvatious in
Washington Territory.
·
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Should you think favorably of the suggestions herein, I beg leave to reco~mend that
further correspondence may be had in order to ascertain the necessary cost of supplying each
of the schools referred to with the books requisite for making a trial of the system, which
cost will not exceed the sum of fifty to seventy-five dollars foT each school, aside frolll the
cost of transporting the books to the more distant agencies.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. WATSON,
Civilization Division, Indian Office.
Ron. D. N. CooLEY, Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

No. 166.

Section .four of An act making appropriations fo1' the current and contingent expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfulirtg treaty .~tipulations with various Indian tribes for the year ending thirtieth
June, eighteen Jtundred and sixty-seven, and for other purposes.
SECTION 4. And be it further enacted, That any Joyal person, a citizen of the Uuited States,
of good moral character, Ehall be permitted to trade with any Indian tribe upon giving
bond to the United States in the penal sum of not less than five nor more than ten thousand dollars, with at leas~ two good securities, to be approved by the superintendent of the
district within which such person proposes to trade, or by the United States district judge
OT district attorney for the district in which the obligor resides, renewable each year, conditioned that such person will faithfully observe all the laws and regulations made for the
government of trade and intercourse with Indian tribes, and in no respect violate the same :
Provided, That the laws now in force regulating trade and intercourse with Indian tribes,
affecting Ji"Censed traders, and prescribing· the powers and duties of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, superintendents, agents, and sub-agents in connection therewith, shall be
continued in force and apply to traders under this provision, except as herein otherwise provided . .
Approved July 26, 186'6.
1

FORM OF TRADERS BOND.

The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas (name and title of agent, subagent, superintendent, or acting supe'rintendent) hath granted to the said (name of person or persons
licensed, us abvve) a license dated (date of license,) to trade for one year with the (name of tribe)
tribe of Indians, at the following describeJ place (places) within the boundaries of the,count ry occupied by the saiJ. tribe, viz. (name, if any, and designation of locality of the place or places :)
Now, if the said (name of the person or persons licensed) so licensed t>hall faithfully conform
to and observe all the laws and regulatiuns made, or which shall be made, "for the government of trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and in no respect violate the same,' '
atJd shall trade at the aforesaid place (places) and no other, and shall, in nil respects, act
conformably with the 1icense granted to him, (them,) then this obligation to be void ; else to
remain in full force and virtue.
Signed and sealed in presence of-

[SEAL.]
[SEAL.]
[SEAL]

[PUBLIC-No. 22. J
AN .AC'l' ~o amend an act entitled 'tAn act to regulate trade and intercourse with the :fn.
chan tnbes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," approved June thirtieth, eighteen
hunrlred and thirty-four.
Be it enwted by t!te SeTUJle and llouse of Representatives of United States of America in Congress
o&!tmblell, '£hat the twentieth section of the "Act to regulate trade and intercourse with
th e Inrlian tri bes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," approved June thirtieth,
l'ighteen hunrired and thirty-four, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to read as
follow:, tow~:
SxCTJO~ 20. And be il further enacted, That if any person shall Fell, exchange, give, barter,
(JI' di ·pose of any 11pirituou
liquor or wine to any Indian under the charge of any Indian
F.' perintemlent or Indian agent a point~::d by the -nited States, or hall introduce, or attempt to introduce, any spirituoutl liquor ur wine into the Indian country, such per ·on, on
conviction thereof before the proper di trict court of the United 'tates, shall he imprisoned
for a. I ·riocl not exc<:ediog two years, and shall be '11ned not more than three hundred dollar!): Frovided. houever, 'lhat it ba.ll be a ufficient defence to any charge of introducing
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cr .-attempting to introduce liquor into the Indian country if it be proved to be done by
order of the War Department, or of any officer duly authorized thereto by the War Department. And if any superintendent of · Iudian affairs, Indian agent, or sub-agent, or commanding officer of a military pot~t, has reason to suspect, or is informed, that any white
person or Indian is about to introduce, or has introduced, any spirituous liquor or wine into the Indian country, in violation of the provisions of thi!:l section, it shall be lawful for
such superintendent, agent, sub-agent, or commanding officer, to cause the boats, stores,
packages, wagons, sleds, and places of deposit of such persons to be searched ; and if any
such liquor is found therein, the same, together with the boats, teams, wagons, and sleds
used in conveying the same, and also the goods, packages, and peltries of such person,
shall be seized and delivered to the proper officer, and shall be proceeded against by libel
in the proper court, and forfeited-one half to the informer, and the other half to the use
of the United States ; and if such person be a trader, his license shall be revoked and his
bond put in suit. And it shall moreover be lawful for any person in the service of the
United States, or for any Indian, to take and.. destroy any ardent spirits or wine found in
the Indian country, except such as may be introduced therein by the War. Department;
and, in all cases arising under this act, Indians shall be competent witnesses .
.Approved February 13, 1862.

APPENDIX.
[Papers received too late to be placed among the accompanying documents in their regular
order.]

WASHINGTON SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 1.
TuLALir INDIAN RESERVATION,

.August 3, 1866.
Sm: In compliance with the regulations of the Indian department, I herewith forward
my annual report of the Snohomish Indian school under my charge .
At the beginning of last winter my pupils (who are all boarders) numbered forty-eight;
but having neither clothing nor provisions wherewith to furnish such a number, l was
reluctantly obliged to allow some of them to return to their homes hungry and almost
naked. At present there are thirty-five in attendance : these I am endeavoring to keep
together with the greatest ado.
·
'
'l'he general system of teaching still continues to be adopted with some apparent improvement, chiefly owing to the judicious management of my two assistants, and some recent
addition to the school requisites. The pupils are divided into three departments, and I
a.m happy to say are progressing favorably under the present arrangement.
During the past year sickness has prevailed to a very great extent among the Indians of
the Sound. and I am sorry to say that my pupils have sufferad much more than heretofore,
although we have lost but one, whose death was occasioned by the accidental explosion of
a gun while out hunting.
.
The medicine that I received last winter from the department has been a great means of ,
staying the ravages that sickness was likely to occasion among the Indians; and there being no doctor on the reservation, they still continu.e to apply to me for medicine, believing my stock inexhaustible. I trust, therefore, the department will furnish me with another su pply, together with some common drugs, that are likely to suit the exigencies of
the complaints which the Indians of the Sound are particularly subject to.
With regard to manual labor, our pupils have given abundant proof of their unremitting
toil. Tbey cleared and strongly fenced something over fifteen acres of land, and planted
forty btr·hels of potatoes, some barley, peas, and other vegetables. 'l'hese crops at present
appear healthy and promiaing; and, notwithstanding the barrenness of the soil, I have
every ho~ of sufficient vegetable for the maintenance of at least twenty boys.
The school should be provided with a hand-mill, so that the pupils could grinrl their
own corn, and ~hus turn it to much more advantage. I regret very much to say that I do
not receive from the department S1Jjficunt to maintain ten boys, and it is very much to be regretted that our pupil~ are obliged to go around the Sound once every year b gging old
cloths and provisions from the white settlers, in order to enable them to remain at school ;
and were it not for the sympathy they excite and the aid they receive on tbi.; occasion, it
would be utterly impossible for me to keep them at school, or to try to reclaim them und er
the present existing Rystem.
Four of my oldest and more advanced pupils left the school last spring, and are now
making every effort to fix their homes on the reservation, and support themselves by small

314

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

farming operations. Their intentions and dispositions are as good as can be expected ; l»ut
it is also to be regretted that they, having spent so many years working bard at school,
found themselves, on leaving, without means, and deprived of all hope of assistance from
the department, the only place they have bad to look to for support in order to get a start
in a life of honesty and industry.
The wandering, wild children of the Sound, who have never been to school, appear far
better clothed and fed, and are very naturally subjects of envy to our balf-m~oked, halfstarved pupils, who are, as it were, doomed to a life of misery and woe, owing to their
good disposition to become civilized and to be (according to their present expectations)
hereafter a credit to themselves and their posterity. Not so with the former: working as
they do for the white settlers, they earn as much money as they require to supply their wants,
and very often earn too much, from the bad use they are taught to make of it, entailing
misery on themselves and on all those with whom they have communication. This, then,
is one of the many reasons that some help, some encouragement should be awarded to those
poor, well-disposed children who a're giving such evident proof of their desire to become
civilized and setting a good example to all others of their kind.
During the past year I have bad an opportunity of seeing nearly all the Indians of the
Sound, and I am happy to .state that, notwithstanding all the opposition my teaching meets
with at the hands of the base and corrupted, the number of Christians is rapidly increasing, and the income of the whiskey-seller and existence of crime are consequently on the
wane.
•
It is really lamentable to listen to the wailings of a large number of those poor Indians
who have children of th-e other sex, complaining that there is no one to take charge of and
instruct these poor unfortunate orphans. I must here again beg to remind you of the
urgent necel:lsity there is in completing the school for these poor girls, and in doing so you
will rescue them from a life of indolence, infamy, and debauchery.
Trusting that the suggestions therein contained will meet with that response to wliich
they are so justly entitled, I have the honor to remain, sir, respectfully, your ol.Jedient
servant,
E. C. CHIROUSE.
P. S.-Copy sent to Mr. Elder, agent.

NEW MEXICO.
No. 2.

Los LuNAS, August, 1866.
Sm : I have the honor to enclose herewith tbe report for the year ending June 30,
1866, a:; requested by you in your letter of July 22, and IJeg to add the following remarks :
Jn regard to the number of acres cultivated on the grant of each pueblo, it is impossible
to give the exact amount unless a regular survey is made of them, because the Indians are
in the habit of cultivating small pieces of land wherever there i:; a piece suitable for their
purpose without paying any attention to regular lines or shape. I have therefore put the
number of acres according to my best knowledge and belief from a personal inspection of
the lands onder cultivation.
The amount of acres cultivated appears very large in comparison to the amount of crops
rau'ed last year. '!'his finds its explanation in the following two circumstances, viz: first,
the crops of la t year were very much injured, and in some parts of the Territory almo~S t
entirely lo:;t by overflows of the Rio Gmnde, and by grasshoppers, bugs, and c0rn-worm
epidemic ; and, second, in the fact that the Indians in general are very much inclined to
withhold true information about their property, because they are afraid that the white
people, seeing them prosper, might feel a desire to interfere with their earnings. Under
the h ead of ''wealth and individual property," I have included the value of last year's
harve.-;t live stock on band, together with such other personal property as there is to be
found in the pueblos.
Most of the Pueblo Indians, except those in the pueblo of I. leta, are very poor and bn.ve
hardly anything in t.beir dwellingt1, and the main reason for this appears to be the great
17
i norance prevailing among th m. 'fhere is no doubt that our Pueblo Indians are poorer
at present than what they were ye; r~ ago when the Spanish kings had e tablished schools
among tbcm and t'\u'rht them the advautarre' of in truction and education.
'lbere i' at pr~ ·ent not .one Behool in existence, and it is a deplorable fact tha.t the
youn '·r ~encratwn can nc1th ·r read nor write, nor do they learn how to speak the 'p, ni:-;h
or Engli h la guage ar.cl their whole conver ation is held in their Indian idiom ·· The
m.- . i"n ri. of th '· tholi~ denomination, wb are re:~idents of this Territory, have been
trymg t mt~oclucc school among the. Indians, but finding no enc_puragemeot-nP.ithcr
from t e Jndwn them ·elves nor from our government, they haye abandoned the plan, and
DEAR
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the Indians are left to take care of their own educ11tion.
An appropriation of money for the purpose of furnishing schools, teachers, and a blacksmith and carpenter for each pueblo, will be the only means our government can resort to
to rescue the Pueblo Indians from utter misery and perdition.
The gra.nts of the Pueblos of Santa Anna, Zuni Acoma, and La Laguna not having been
surveyed as yet, l have no means of stating the size of them, under the d'ppro'[triate hea·l.
There are neither frame houses nor Jog houses in the pueblos; and all the dweilings oonsbt
of adobe or mud houses, which in summer are generally cool and in winter tolerably warm.
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
TORIBIO ROMERO,
l ndiun Agent Pueblos , .N. il1.
A. B. NoRTO~, Esq.
Superintendent qf indian Affairs, Santa Fe, N. M.

MONTANA.
No.3.
OFFICE FLATHEAD INDIAN AGENCY,

Montana Territo1·y, August 31, 1866.
Sm: Since making my iast report upon the condition of the Indians under my charge,
all three of the tribes have returned from their summer's buffalo hunt. That of the Koo·
tenays and Flatheads was very successful, and they returned to their homes with their
horses loaded down with buffctlo meat.
The health of the Flatheads is vtry fine, and tha.t of the Kootenays much better than
for some time past, but still not near as good as it should be.
The crops of the Flatheads are excellent, and could not be better ; and what little the
Kootenays have, is genera1ly good . 'rhe Pend d'Oreilles were not so successful as the other
two tribes; they had hardly reached their u1:1ual hunting grounds before they were attacked
by ~t large force of I>lood, Piegan, and Blackfoot Indians, and twent.y men and one woman
of the Pend d'Oreilles were killed on the spot, and a. large number wounded. Of course
t hey retumed in a horrible condition ; twenty-seven of their number being wounded, an d
a great many sick, and all nearly f<•m ished for food. I purchased a small quantity of tea
and sugar for the use of the wounded and sick, and also turned over to the surgeon some
beef and flour for the same purpose.
.
With this assistance they have got along very well. Father Ravallie, a Jesuit priest,
who is probably the best surgeon in the Territory, came over and staid with us some ten
days, doing all that was in his power for the wounded ; and all are now doing well. None
wil I die of their wounds. The sick are also doing well.
The crops of the Pend d'Oreilles have been greatly damaged by the crickets . an<l grasshoppers; in many instances entirely destroyed, in some only partly injured, while the crops
of a few have escaped injury entirely.
'fhis tribe is very much discouraged ; in fact, the loss of their crops, the number killed
and wounded, and those who have died from · sickness, and those who are still sick , is
enough to discourage any people. I have raised a large amount of seeds, of all kinds
needed in this country, for gratuitous distribution among the Indians under my charge
another season: All promise me that they will make greater efforts to raise a crop another
season than tbey have ever done before.
At this agency we have done remarkably well ; we have all of our wheat,oats, and hay
cut, and near all in the barn; thirty ton.s of fine hay, and between four and five hundred
dozen of No. 1 sheaf oats. Our wheat was badly injured by the grasshoppers, yet we will
. have abundance for bread and seed.
The entire crop on the new or lower farm is totally destroyed by this pest; but on the
farm adjoining the agency everything is No 1, except the wheat. Our vegetables cannot be
excelled in the country. Had we escaped the ravages of the grasshopper, our surplus products of the two farms would have netted us about two thousand dollars. If I remain
here, I propose parcelling the lower farm out among the Indians, and enlarge the fftrm
adjoining the agency to at least one hundred acres, eighty acres of which I shall seed in
wheat and oats, and twenty acres put in corn, potatoes, pumpkins, squashes, beans, &c .
Should I do this, I will expect the Indian department to provide me with a reaping and
mowing machine.
:Next l\Iouday we commence with all hands to repair our mills and put them in complete
order. On examination of the mill-dam, it bows every timber in it to be badly decayed.
Instead of building a new dam, we will put in a flumo, which will answer a better purpose
than a dam, and can be built by our pre:>ent force of hands in le s than a month. By
the first of October I hope to be able to report that our mills are in complete running
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order; if so, we will finish our shops and barn at an early day, and by spring have every
building required on the place erected' and completed except an agency building.
Your remittance to the assistant United s~ates treasurer at San :B'Iancisco, for pa:v of
employes for third quarter 1865, and second quarter l86ti, was received August 4, 1866,
and places me easy as far as fundA are concerned for present use. I hope hereafter you will
be al>lc to remit me funds through my superintendent, two quarters at once.
Checks on San Francisco are only worth seventy cents to the dollar. Checks on Virginia
city and Helena, eighty cents; but greenbacks are worth ninety cents here. So f~tr, I have
paid out my checks the same as greenbacks, but it has been hard work for me to do so, and
will be an impossibility hereafter.
The reason that I request funds remitte~l me two quarters at a time is, that it requires
twelve days for me to visit my superintendent, and that, too, at a cost of about six dollars
per day, and iu a short time the roads from here to Virginia City will be impas~al> le, and
remain so for some four or five months on account of cold weather and deep ~>nows.
After the present fiscal year the estimates for current expenst:s for the agency can he reduced $2,500 to $3,000 per year, and the surplus products of the farm will certainly net
in that amount, thus reducing the expenses of this agency at least $5,000 per year, (that
is, if the crickets and grasshoppers do not destroy what we raise.) Take it all in all, the
future prospects of this agency and the three tribes of Indians under my charge , (t.be
Pend d'Oreilles excepted,) are decidedly encouraging, all of which is respectfully submitted.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUSTUS H. CHAPMAN,
Umted States Ltdian Agent.
Hon D N. CooLEY,
Comrnusioner (if Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0.

4

NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.
No.4.
PAWNEE INDIAN

AGENCY,

Nebraska :l'erritory, Se;tember 15, 1866.
Sm: I have the honor to submit, in compliance with instructions, the following report in
relation to the affairs at this agency for the past year. The -manual labor school is in a.
flourishing condition, and teachers and scholars have enjoyed unusually good health for the
past year, there not being a single death or protracted case of sickness, owing-, I think, very
much to the correct habits and stringent sanitary regulations adopted for all those cmployeu
hy the very able and energetic teacher in chatge, Rev. J. B. Maxfield, who was retained by
me as teacher when I was placed in charge of this agency. The children arc very kind in
disposition, plea. ant in their deportment, and quick to learn, and for the number of scholars together, anu their age, and former life and habits, wilt compare favorably be~ide any
school of white children of same number and age. As the great and principal object of the
government is to civilize the Indians, teach them the habits, manners and cuf\toms of the
whites, thi school to a great extent has been an object of solicitude and care with me during my time here. I have at all times endeavored in every way possible to advance it
by rendering every assistance possible, and still lea·\'ing the charge of the same with the
p1'incipal teacher.
·
'
As you are aware, nothing has been raised on the agency farm for two years pac;t, and
much work had to be done during the last winter in getting wood, logs for lumber, and
such other work as was needful preparatory to a hard and perhaps profitless summer's work.
'I he spring wa late, and but little work could be done until about the first of April. The
ground that wa to be prepared for wheat, oats and corn, was covered wtth a. he;wy growth .
of large we d , which we found jmpoRsible to burn, and could only partially cover with
a plough. 'Ihus it was exceedingly bard work for teams and men, but I succeeder! in h~w
ing thhtr acre of wheat sown, and ten acres of oats, and seventy acres of corn. Tue wheat
and oats} ielded very abundantly con idering the condition of the ground. 'l'hc wheat
and oats were harvesterl in Jnly and Augu t, and stacked nf·ar the farm-house. On the
lOth instant I secured the ~erviccs of i\Ir. raham, with team,;, threshing machine and
hand., and thre hed the ats and a. P'·rtion o the wheat. Both kinds of grain are of a fine
quality. 'l11e corn ,,;n be •~ li~ht yield, for the reason that earJy in this mouth myriad of
gra.Rhopper arne u n u , atin' and de:troying nearly every gn,en thing. They coycred
the fi ld · ating oft all the blad '8 and part of the ears of corn ; the yield will therefor be
light; t:tilll think enough can be barve·ted to supply all the nece · ·itie of the farm. The
m'IJ w in a batl condition wbcu I took pos ·c.- ion of the a,.,.ency. The bolt -was in a very
bad condition, ba. iug bad ometbing run through it, which completely ruined it. I secured
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the services of a millwright and purchased the cloth, and have had it put in excellent condition for milling.
·
The Indians have been very successful in growing crops, and are almm;t above want, so
far as corn,. beans, and squashes can make them. They had a very successh.il hunt during
the winter, and another very successful hunt during this summer, leaving- the agency on
the 6th of July, and returning about the 25th of August. It is reported by some of the
citizens of Kan~as that the Pawnee Indians, with the Ottoes and Omahas, committ.ed numerous depred~t tions on t11e white settlers while out. This report I do not credit, for the PawneeR are, and have been ever since I have been •vith them, on the most friendly terms with
all whites At all times where th ere have been differences they have ever been ready to do
justice in all cases; and tb en , too, when the Pawnees started on their hunt, I talked to them,
telling thew the consequences if they did do wrong, and placed the whole tribe in charge
of Baptiste Ba,yhylle, the government interpreter, who is a very intelligent half· breed, and
a man whom I have ever found honest and reliable. When I took possession of the agency
on the 1st of July, lb65, I found among the tribe a number of horses that had been stolen
from the Kaw Indians, a tribe with whom the Pawnees were on friendly terms. I took
char~c of the horses. and sent the interpreter with ten Pawnees to take them back to
the Kaw Indians. The Pawnees and Yankton Indians have had some differences fur some
two or three years pa~t, but with the assistn.nc•3 of Ag·ent Conger of the Yancton Sioux Indians, I got the two tribes to make a peace treaty at tbe Yankton agency this spring, and
sent a copy of the treaty then m::tdt~ to you in June last.
\
I enclose t he report of the engineer, miller, farmer, and teacher with this report, cordially
indo' sing what each has said relative to his respective department.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
DANIEL H. WHEELER,

United States Indian Agent.
Colonel E B.

TAYLOR,

S·upe;intendent Indian Affairs, Omaha Oity, Nebraska.

No.· 5.
PAWNEE MANUAL LABOR ScrrooL,

Pawnee Indian Agency, September 15, 1866.
Sm: In accordance with your request I have the honor to present this report in relation
to tbe Pawnee manual labor school for the year just past. During the year .there is one
fact of so great importance that I mention it before proceeding to state matters of le. s mo.
ment It is tbis, with a family embracing ftfty.four personA, many of them quite young,
th,,re has not been a single death nor a case of serious sickness.
It has been believed by many that to take childl'fm from the unlimited freedom of Indian
life and confine them to a school-room, and induct thcrn into habits of civilized life, would
have an injurious effect upon them, so that maoy would pine away and die in consequence
of the change.
Quit~ on the contrary, we have more than one child which seemed emaciated and sick,
and i.>'t all hum'ln probability would have lived but a short time longer, who as soon as
brought nnder the influence of civilized habits began immediately to change for the better,
and who are now among the h ealthiest. children in the school. For the invaluable gift of such
11 period of good health we arc devoutly grateful to "the Giver of every good and perfect
gift"

We have pursued a regular course of instruction in the day school, under the care of the
The scholars have made commendable progre~s in the rudimentary branches of
education.
A number of those last introduced to the school, something like twelve months since,
wbo at that time did not know a !lingle word of English, now can read qnite well in the
New Te tament
'J'he number of pupils in the <.lifferent branches are as follows:
tea cher.~ .

Spelling .••••••• --··-··-··------ .••• ···-··-----· •••••• ·----· .••••• -·-···......
Reading _______ •.. _.-- •.• _--- ______ •••••• __ ••. ___ •• __ • ___ •• ____ . _. - --- .• -- --\Vriting .••• ------------ ·-··· ---- ····-· ---- ···-·· ·--- ---- ••.. ------------ --··
Arithmetic ______ ...• ---- •••• ---· ··--·· ••••
GeographY-··--···---· •••••. ·-···----·····--··-----------·-·---------·-·-·-··
Grammar.. • • • • • • _. ~ •• _•• - •..• -. . • -- •.•••••••• -- ..••••.••• - ••. -.--. -- -- . -- --.

--------4 ......... ···-·· ------ ....

47

47
18
22
2l
13
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The facilities for imparting instruction to the children could be greatly improved by
additional furniture, as you propose to furnish as soon as sufficiel.lt funds are sr.cured frum
the d·epartment, and by having a plat of ground fenced, and thus prevent vagrants from
the tribe from annoying both teachers and pupils.
One year ngo this ::ieptember we bad twenty two pupils in school, which number was by
you increased to forty- seven , as shown above, and which constitute as many as can be
accommodated until additional furniture and help are furnh;bcd.
Particular efforts are made, wbile they are improving in intellectual l ore, to impart in
their minds correct moral and religiouil ideas. Nor has this labor of moral culture been
entirely vain, as can be readily IS(:en in the sprigbtiy deportment of those who have been
under the longest training.
· While we bear willing testimony to the general excellent conduct of all, it will be ·no
disparagement to the school at large to make special and honorable mention of one who, .
by his uniform good conduct, ruerits and receives the highest praise.
This boy is Merritt Platt, who is a model of scholarly deportment to any school. The
boys have b"en regularly instructed in manual labor, and have worked with cheerful
alacrity a portion of each day. The g irls receive a thorough course of instruction in sewi ng and housekeeping, and reflect great credit upon themselves and the ladies who super·
vise them.
In conclmdon , allow me to thank you for the uniform courtesy and respect shown
myself and others connected with tbe school ty you in endeavoring at a ll times to advance the interests and general good of the school. In the steady progress evinced by
these forty-seven children now in school, we have an earnest of the very best results in
future when they shall have completed their courS'J of education and go out to enter upon
the activities of civilized life.
It can have none other than a salutary influence upon the rest of the tribe when they
shall thus, pursuing the aims and arts of ei vilized life and Christianity, te respected and
happy. Contrasting their condition, their wants, and thei r privations as a tri bt:, with the
comfort,, ease, and happiness of those who are now being educated, I think it will go far
toward inducing the uncivilized to renounce the habits !md customs of barbarism and try
the civilized mode of life.
.
With assurance of great respect, I am, sir, very trnly, &c.,
J. B. MAXFIELD, Teacher.
Major D. H. WHEF;LER,
United States Indian Agent.

SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 6.
TEMPORARY

CmmK

.AGENCY, Octob~r,

1866.

Sm.: I have to offer the following as my second annual report concerning the condition
of affairs within this agency.
ince my last report the habits contracted in a lawle,R civil
war of five yc:n,' duration hrwc given place to those 0f peace. With a conntry almost deYahtatccl in that trugglc the people are seWing down into more regular habits of inun try,
ancl f; ·em rletermined tn bmld up their former prosperity. Here, as among all Indian nations, there are many improvident persons, who, saving nothing, still expect to reap;
wbo:c minds arc not prompted to industry until hunger and cold harass them. Urrdt:r
ruor favorable circumstances these people might not t>ufier, being protected by tbc
genero~ity of the more thou"btful around tht-m. But, with the late return of many to
thdr l omc:;, the scanty crop thRt this ~cason has produced, the poor advantages for
~gricnlturc, and the desolate condition of r,u impoverh;he country, this is now impos ible.
Inexcusable as this ne,P.lect may be in many cases, there are still many instances to which
the most cautious ch'irity might relent.
The stasoo bas been an excecdin~ly dry one, and the crops have suffered greatly for
en the case in the fEOuthern and western porti•,n · of the
rain. Particularly has this
country, wht:re the corn crop, the great dependence of these people, i. almost a. total
failuru. ~luch sickneF · ha: prevailed, owing, together \lith the drought, to the did which
ha b- n forced upon them . By order of authority the rations were discontinued on the
l. t day. of July; since that time grc u corn, potatoes, and melons have been their only
ub. i:tcnce.
J
Owir g to thia 15Ickness, that has been so genen 1, there has not been so much attentlon
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paid to the crop as would otherwise have been, and I cannot look to the coming winter
without dread of the suffering that it will surely bring in its train.
Already instances have occurred that have enlisted my sympathy. I am utterly unable
to relieve this want, be it never so severe or its victims never so worthy. I cann,ot close
this subject without most earnestly presenting this subject to your notice, and requesting
means to be placed at my disposal to relieve the w:mts of the worthy people of this
nation. I would respectfully urge, as a question of policy, the propriety of placing at the
di~posal of the agent a limited amount of clothing and provisions, to be distributed at his
discretion in cases of absolute necessity.
As peace in its influence grows among the people, a renewed interest in education is
exhibited ; the freedmen, particularly, are anxious that their children shall be educated.
Hitherto the customs of the country have prevented their enjoying the benefits of the
schools, but now that they are placed on an equality with their former masters, they are
determined to profit by the position. Already in the districts that have been allotted
them, schools have been formed at their own advance, anticipating the assistance of government. They lack good teachers, and 'so far have, in many cases, been oblige'd to engage t eache rs of their own color, who, though working faithfully to the best of their
ability, a.re still scarcely fit persons for the great work before them. It would be improving to the young of this nation if those sects who formed schools and missions in the
years before the war could again return their represen tatives and re-establish their work.
'Ihe field is a wide one, and is one suggestive to the charitable.
There is less prejudice towards the negroes than I had feared. The Indians generally
are a people of exceedingly strong passions and prejudices, having little sympathy with
new ideas that usurp th eir established customs, but they ha.ve taken this providential result of the war with as much C<\lmness as our most peacefnl citizens at home .
In my conversation with several intelligent Creeks, aside from active prejudice, I ha ve
ever heard the opinion expref:sed that 'the negroes would prove the most cap::t ble, intelligent, and industrious citi:.~ens; certainly, they promise well. 'l'his is the first season on
which to form a comparison. With all their disadvantagvs, the freedm en have pla.nted
larger crops, have attended them more faithfully, and are to-day further from want than
are their former masters.
As a general rule, property within this nation is more secure than even in the old States
of the Union. .A. few cases of horse-stealing have been brought to my notice.
·
In the security of horses and cattle the people are particularly interested, for in these
animals consists their chief wealth. The Jaw, then, for the ir protection should lie stt·ingent, and should be executed promptly and f.-~itbfully. In a wide, open country like this,
there is not that peril in crime that holds in the confines of civilization. .I would suggest
the policy of establishing within the territory a penitentiary, in which might be confined
at hard labor the criminals of the different nations. The presen t system of flogging seems
t o me very objectionable. Escape is comparatively easy after the crime is committed; and
even in event of apprehension, the punishment is not too severe to be risked in prospect of
gain. The peril of branding, which follows the second commission of the crime, is one
fruitful of no good. It marks the man a felon, and, marked a felon, be will act the felon.
But labor to an Indian is a painful punishment, confiuement is irksome, and I believe that
the experiment would prove a success, and would secure more general protection to property. Once est..1.blished , the expen~es of this very necessary institution would be small~
it is even a question if it would not be self-sustaining- and then, instead of sending out
from its wal ls a criminal branded and published to hi~ uation, tbe man, under force having
learued a trade or occupation, might do useful service to his tribe, and forget the criminal
habits of form er davs.
'l'his and other k{ndred subjects may come before that general council which Congress
wisely proposes establishing for the benefit of tbe several uations of the territory.
This assembly cannot fail to be beneficial to all- so our most intelligent Indians regard
it. It is a great step toward consolidation, which mu;-;t occur ultimately.
The nation is in great need of mills. Those that were running before the war are now
either destroyed or usele s. I have endeavored to urge upon them the propriety of appropriating a eufficient amount from their annuities for tbe purchase of at Jeas!Jtone S'Hv-mHl
and one gril:lt-mill. These improvements would be of general and lasting benefit to the
nation.
I n the list of improvements these are most needed, though when I c.onsider the limited
means for carrying on agriculture, I can scarcely con ider their scarcity less unfortunate.
'Would not a present of ploughs, harrows, mowers, hoes, &c. , at this tiwe be a wise act of
the government? It would increase the ability of farm ing, and, with the naturally lazy
di~po ition of the Indians, anything that lessens labor is acceptable.
They have long been a load upon the department, though thtre is no just reason why
they should not be independent of its gtnerosity.
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The objection raised by the Indians against prospecting has rendered a knowledge of their
country very feeble. Coal, however, is very abunuant; indeed, the whole nation is one
bed of stone coal. It is particularly seen about the streams, and in many places is visible
upon the upper surface. To all appearances it is bituminous coal, and can be obtained at
comparatively no expense for mining. Limestone is abundant. Red sandstone is seen in
some localities, but scarctly evex in quarry or in quantity.
'l'h.ere are very few cattle in the country. Before the war no Indian nation was richer in
this reRpect. Great numbers were driven south during the war, and from the commissary
depot of the south, Texas, wera sent to build up the strength of the enemies of order.
Many, too, were driven to the north, perhaps too with more energy than hon esty. It
has been my earnest endeavor to prevent further draining of this .most valuable stock from
the country. They are so few that, if not absolutely n eeded for food, they should be retained to raise up herds to rival those of the years gone by. 'l'he people commence to appreciate this fact, and are, through their chiefs, endeavoring to prohibit further withdrawals. If necessary, they seem determined to make the law a despotic one, and prohibit,
under penalty, the sale of cattle to traders.
During tlte past week an immense swarm of grasshoppers have located in this vicinity.
They came suddenly in a perfect cloud, visible for a great distance, and settled with an
intense partiality in the timber land. Their last visit was made seven years since, but in
no such numbers as now. In many places they cover the ground like grass withered in the
sun. Their ravages are very unfortunate at this season. All the turnips planted 'are eaten
up, cabbages, peaches, and apples are destroyed, and even the dry fodder is threatened.
All which is very respectfully submitted:
J. W. DUNN, United States Indian Agent.
Colonel ELIJAH SELLS,

Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kansas.

No.7.
CREEK AGENCY, C. N, October 8, 1866.
SIR: I hereby acknowledge receipt of yours of )8th ultimo, relating to annual report
ancl statistics. My report has already gone forward, and I herewith enclose st<~.tistical returns of produce, &c.
Very truly, your obedient servant,
J. W. DUNN, United Stales indian Agent.
Colonel ELIJAJI SEus,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kansas.

The following statif.:tical report enclosed :
Population, male, 6,000; female, 8,000; total, 14:,000. Wealth in individual property, $120,000; l'ir.e of the reserve, 3,250,560 acres; acres cultivated, 5,000; houses,
frame, 50; hc,u:cf;, log-, 3,000; wheat raised, 2,000 bu~helH, vnlue of the same, $4,000; corn
rai ·ed, 125,000 bu.-hels, value of the samtJ, ',(87,500; bat raif:ed, 500 bushels, value of the
e,ame, • 500 ; potatoe . raised, 1,500 bushels, value of same, $3,000 ; hay cut, 2,000 tons,
valne of ~arne, '10,000; hor ·es owned, 3,500, value of the same, $52,500; cattle owned,
4,000, value of ·ame, S-10,000; swine owoed, 2 000, valne of same, $4,000; sheep owned,
5fJ0, value of s~me, 1,000; sorghum irup, 10,000 pounds, value of same $2,000 ; fun:,
value of ame, ,.:5,000.

No.8.
OFFICE OF TElll'OUARY SEMINOLE AGENCY,

F01·t Gibson, C. N., September 25, 1866.
I h~ ~h 1 ono~ to . t!hmit m • Sfcond annual r port. Since my lc t report was
ma ·, tl c ·rumole Inchan under my charge a ~co~ho Falls, Kansas, were, unuer im;truc't

:
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tions from the superintendent, Ron. Elijah Sells, removed from their place of refuge, in
Kansas, to the Tndian country, and camped on the west side of the Arkansas river upon
Cherokee lands.
Last year it was found impracticable to remove them to their old homes in t.he Seminole
country from the fact that no supplies of any kind conld be had in their country, and the
·long distance from Fort Gibson (160 miles) to transport supplies inrlucecl the department to
abandon the settling them on tht-ir own reservation, and to adopt the other alternative of
locating them. for the time being, near the supplies purchased for them under contract and
delivered at Fort Gibson.
In the month of December, 1865, a delegation from the northern and southern portion
of the Seminoles was directed by the honorable CommissioMr of Indian Affairs to proceed
to Washington, in charge of their agent, to make new treaties with the government. In
obedience to instructions, on the 26th of December. 1865, I left the temporary agency with
the delegation for Washingt •n, whPre an important treaty was marle with the representatives
of the Seminole nation. All of their old re~ervation, more than two million acres uf land,
was ceded to the United States, aud two hundred thousand acres was purchased of the Creek
Indians, fur a permanent home for the Semin•>les. A considerable portion of the tribe have
removed to their new homes, and the r emair1der are preparing to emigrate this fall. The
St'minoles have put in small crops of corn and garden produce on the Cherokee lands,
enough to furnish a scanty subsistence, since the first of July of the present year. '!'heir
supply is nearly exhausted and winter is coming on. If their annuities and the money
providf'd under their late treat.y, for subsistence, is paid promptly, they will do well enough,
otherwise they will suffer. The southern Seminoles returned to their homes last fall in
time to put in crops of wheat, and thh; spring they planted cousidt·rable corn. They will
undoubtedly have enough to aupply their wants until another crop is raised. They have
also had the advantage of the remu ining cattle to supp ly themselves with beef.
Both the northern and southern Seminoles, so long divided by the late war, evince a
commendable desire to bury the past and c.ome together again as fri ends and brothers.
Some jealousy aud had feeling atil l exist, and many disputes arise relative to the rights of
property ; but it is to be hoped that ~til disturbing causes will soon pass away, and the tribe
be, as in times pa!:-t, harmonious, peaceful, and happy. Tbere is an euco uru gi11g disposition
manifested on the part of the Seminoles to fullow the pursuits of agriculture. Ha.viug
lung since given up the chase as a means of subsistence, they have made considerable progress in culti\·ating the soil and raising cattle, horsf's, and hogs. Although their country
was destroyed during the rebellion, their cattle driven off, and tht:ir farms desolated, yet,
should the coming season be favorable for making crops, they will be independent and selfsustaining They have now a reservation admirably adapted to grain and stock raising,
with abundance of timber anrl water; and they feel very l:Duch encouraged to make themselves new and permaneut homes.
An Indian is proverbially careless of his farming implements. He seems to act upon the
th eory that when the crop is gathered be bas no further use for his ploughs, hoes, rakes, &c.,
and next season he finds he h~s no menm to put in his crop. Every year the stock of farmin g im plements should be renewed, so that no excuse could be gl ven for idleness and nothing
to eat.
Their Fchoolt:! have not as yet been re·opened nor churches re-established since the war.
The large school fund provided under their treaties will, if judiciously expended, establish
schools amply sufficient to educate eTery youth in th e Seminole tribe. The Indians are
generally anxious fur the missionaries to return, and complete thP. good so auspiciously
begun befure the late unhuly war. Much wM then acc.omplished-more could be now,
with proper effort ar1d patient perseverance. Enou~h progress has been made in the Indian
couutry to in pire the philanthropit!t with hope, and the Christian missionary with zeal.
They ~hould be taught, by example and precept, the Christian religion, and also to
work at the manual labor school, and be taught practical agriculture. This policy alone
will save the fast decaying remnant of the ouce proud natives uf the land I have not been
able at tbis date to comph~te a census of the Indians und er my charge, but, from the best
information I can get, I estimate the Seminole nation to contain, including the colored
people, who unrler the late treaty became a part of them, by adoption into the tribe, about
twenty-nine hundred and fifty persono.
Re~:>pectfully cornrnenrling tbe helpless condition of the Seminole people to the care and
protection of the government,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE A. REYNOLDS,
United States Indian Agent for Seminole8.

Ron.

ELIJAII SELLS,

Sup~rintendent of Indian

21-I
,

Aaffir3, Lawrence, Kansas.
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No 9.
OFFICE TEMPORARY SEMINOLE AGENCY,

Ji'o1t (:}ib~on, 0. N., Sfptember 12, 1866.
Rm: I have the honor herewith to submit the statistical report required, nnder circular

inst.ructionR from tbe office of the honorable Commis~ioner of Indian Affairs, und er · date of
July 28, 1865.
The condition of a portion of the Seminoles who have so long been refugees from their
country is, under this report, meagre and unsatisfactory, but it is to be hoped that upon
their return to their homes a better state of affairs will exist.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE A REYNOLDS,
United St!ltes Indian Agent.
Hon. ELIJAH SELLS,
:SupermtMdet.t of India1t Affairs, Lawrtnce, Kansas.

'l'be f.,Jlowing statistical report was enclosed :
Population, male, 1,425 ; female, 1,525 ; total, 2,950; wealth in individual property,
$54,000 ; size of the reserve, 2,169, 000 acres ; number of acres cultivated, 2,400 ; num bt!r
of frame houses, 10 ;!.< number of log houses, 200; whei:l.t raised, 2.000 bushels; value of
the same, $4,000; corn raised , 8,000 bushels; value of the same, $8,000 ; potatoes ra.ised,
1,500 bushels; value of the same, $3,000; turnips,~100 bushels; value of the same, $25;
horses owned, 200 ; value of the same, $40,000 ; cattle owned, 1, 500 ; value of the same,
$15,000. The Indians also raise large quantities of garden produce, especially of onions,
cabbages, melons, pumpkins, &c.

No. 10.
WICHl"'A AOENCY,
Buller County, Kansas, September 29, 1866.
Sm: In accordance with the regulations of the Interior Department, I have the honor to
oubmit this my first annual report a~ agent for the Wichitas and affili~ted bands of Indians :
On the first of .July last I entered upon the discharge of m.y duties, relieving Major Milo
Gookins. In consequence of the short tim e kince I entered upon the duties here, it will be
impossible for me to make a full and complete report.
Upon assuming the duties of my office, I found the Indians attached to this agency in a
depletable condition: poorly fed. naked, sick, and in utter despondency as to th eir future
·prospects. .Atrangements were immed iately made for supplying them with flour, beef, and
salt in sufficient q nantities to prevent suffering, also proper medicines for the sick. Their
extreme destitution of proper cloth ing will cer tainly cause great debility among them the
com ing fall and winter, and unle~s properly provided for, it will be heartrending to witneos
the a;uffelio~ that will en ue. especially among the women, children, and the aged.
These Indians h..td made praiseworthy efforts in the spring to provide in part for themselves. A large amount of corn and vegetables bad been planted. but the heavy rains in
June caused tl.Je banks of the Little Arkansas and White Water rivers to overflow and utterly de,troy nearly the whole of the crop planted. I think if th1~ government would provide them with suitable agricultural implements, they would in a great measure be able to
provide food for them ·elves ; at least I should u. e efforts to induce them to do so, and am
sati fied the rc ult would be beneficial. Heretofore they have been able to at,si tin provining thernsel ves with meat by indu try on the hunting grounds, but this season have been
driven off by ho. tile ha.Hcls.
They have xpresl-ed a trong desire to be removed to their former home, sontb of the
Canadian river; and when informed that the governmc•nt had made arrangements for their
removal thi · fall, a general feeling of joy was apparent It is to be hoped tho.t the future
will be brighter than the past for the e poor homeless wanderer .
The whole number of Indian tt.10hed to this agency 'cpterober 1, 1866, is nearly 1.900,
a follows: Wichita, 392; Waco , 1:-~5; Tvwacanit, 151 ; C<lddoe, 362; bawnee, 520;
Delawares, 114; reek a.nd Cberok ' , 72; Kcchie ·, 144. They are all extremely destitutewere driven
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a large number of widows and orphan children, who have no means of support, and must
pe ri sh unless provided for by the Government.
There are about ontl thousand Indians belonging to this agency in the Choctaw country
awaiting the arrival of their frie nds at their new home on the leo.sed Indian lauds. Tha
aggregate of these different bands will be nearly three thousand.
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY SHANKLIN,
United States indian Agent.
Colonel ELIJAH SELLS,
Superintendent of indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kansas.

STATISTICS.
No. 167.
A. Indian trust lands.-Kansas land account, &(c.

The following statement gives an exhibit of the financial condition of the tribe, and the
amount of land for sale to meet the outstanding debts chargeaule to tbe land account, viz:
At the commencement of the current year, the number of acres remaining unsold amounted
to 133,777. 17.
There has been none of the above land advertised for sale during the year, and the same
amount yet remains unsold.
Total amount of outstanding certificates of indebtedness, November 1, 1865, $120,911 78.
Payment has been made during the pre~::ent year on land awarded at sale of 1865, amounting to $131 84 .
Certificates including interest surrendered in payment for lands .••••••••••••••• $121 49
Ca8h received (in safe) .••• --·--- •••••••••• -·-- ••••••••••••• -·--··..........
10 ~5
131 84:

------Certificates outstanding November 1, 1865---·-···--··-···--··--·······- $120,911 78
Certificates surrendered during the present year, (principal).---· •••• ---·-104 03
Certificates still outstanding •••••••••••••••••• ---··---·----·----· •••••. $120,807 75

-----------

B, Indian trust land.- Winnebago land account, 8rc.
The Winnebago trust land account for the current year is as follows, viz :
Numuer of acres sold since November 1, 1865, 16,859 56.
Amount received for above lands .••• ·----- .••••••••••..••••••••••• ------ $4:9,076 26
Ca·h in bankasper1~portof 1865 .•••.• ~------·-----····-···-··--····-·
4,249 88
53, 326 14:

========
Certificates of ind ebtedness surrendered in payment for lands_... $4, 220 70
Cash received •••• ----·-····---- •••• --·----·-·-·------···-·· 44,855 56
Amount of certificates redeemed in cash •••••••••••••••••• ---- $20,835 19
()ertifica tes surrendered iu payment for land •••••••••••••••• ---4. 220 70
Whole amount of certificates redeemed , including interest.. •••..
o ca.sh in Merchants' Nathmal Bank, Washington .•••••••••...•
Covered into nited States Treasury, by Secretary Harlan, under
head of fulfilling treaty with Winnebagoes, proceeds of lands ••
Cash in li'irst National Bank, Washington, to balance •••• _.•• _.

25, 055 89
18,531 03
432 40
9,306 82
- - - - - $53,326

a

*OFFICE OF THE RECEIVER OF THE MERCHA ' TS' NATJONAL BANK,

I hereby certify tbnt Ron. D. N. Cooley, Commissioner of Indian

Washi11g'ton, D. C., August 11, 1866.
baa dPpoeited in this bunk , liS ap·

Affair~,

pearl! upon the books, on the 3d dny of May, J866, a balance of eighteen thousand five hundred aud thirty-one

dollars and three contB, ($18, 531 03,) and that on thi11 day the said amo unt is to hi ~ credit on account ·winne·
bago Trust Landa.
JAMES C. KENNEDY, Receiver.
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Amount of certificates of indebtedness outstanding November 1, 1865 ••••••• $27 , 881 62
Certificates since redeemed, and surrendered in payment for land, tprincipal).. 20 , 476 72
Balance outstanding .••••••••••••• ---- ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

7,404 90

---------

The General Land Office has sold, (acres)........................ • • • • ••• •
46, 997. 78
And received for the same ••••.••••••••••• ______ •.••••••••.•••••••••••• $119, 921 11
This amount includes the receipts of land reported by General Land Office in annual report of this office for 18 65.
C. Indian tru3t lands.-Sac and Fox of

Missour~

and Iowas.

The account of the trust lands of the above-named tribes is as follows, viz :
Amount received for sale of lands, and covered into the tr easury, under appropriations
ulfi1ling treaty with Sac and Foxes of Missouri ;
Proceeds of lands ••••••••••.••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ---- $33,057 50
Amount invested by Secretary Usher ••••.••••••••••.•••••••••• $13,953 10
Expenses surveying, &c .....................................
4, 975 25
- - - 18,928 35
Balance remaining at date ofthis report under the above appropriation •••••• $14, 128 15

========

No lands of these tribes have been advertised for sale during the current year.
Payment has been received during the present year for lands awarded at former
sales, amounting to .•...•.. ----····--- .••••...••••.••••••••.••••..••••••• $5 50 50
Cash deposited in First National Bank, Washington, to balance................ 550 5U

-------

D. Indian trust lands.-Sac and Fox of Mississippi.

No lands offered for sale during the present year.
Payment has been received on land awardee! at former sales, amounting to .••••••• $600
Cash deposited in First National Bank, Washington, to balance............... .. . 600

E. Indian trust lands. -Ohippe:wa and Munsel land account,

~c.

As provided by article 2d, treaty of July 16, 1859, with the Chippewa and Munsee Ind iantl, there was offered and sold on the 24th March, 1866, of Chippewa and Munsee trust
lands as follows :
Number of acres offered for sale .•••••••••••••• __ ____ •••• , _•••••••••••••• _. 3, 217. 07
Number of acres sold .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ---- •••••••• 1, 113. 37
Number of acres remaining unsold .••••••• ___ ••••••••• _...... •• • ••• •••• •••• 2, 103. 71

-------

Total receipts of the above sale._ •• ___ .•••••••••••.•••••.• _•• __ •••••.•••••• $2,24 1 84
Ca h deposited in First National Bauk of Washington, to balance............ 2, 241 84

=======
N. B - Sioux lands in Minne8ota. This office is advised by thtl CommisAioner of the General Land Office, that there was sold under the direction of that office, from June 2, 1865,
to eptember 30, 1866, 10,036 44 acres of the Sioux reservation in Minnesota, under act of
March 3, 1863, for which there was received the sum of $19, 144 09.
The avails of these lands, by provh:;ion of the law of Congress above refened to, are to be
u ed, under the ditcction of this department, for the benefit of the Sioux Indians upon their
reservation.
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No. 168.
INDIAN TRUST FUNDS.
No. 1.- List of names of Indian tribes for whom stock is held in trust by the Secretary of the
Interior, s!towing the amount standing to the credit of each tribe, the annual interest, the date
of the treaty or law unde1· which tlte investment was made, and the amount of abstracted bonds
for whic!t Congress has made no appropriation, and the annual interest upon the same.

.s

~
.8<l.l

<l.l

0

Treaty.

~
p

~~
p....,

0

0

s

Total

~

>=!

<l)

0

o:j

pe)

Sb
<!j<l.l

<!j

00
00
00
00

$24,892
2,700
12,608
100

30,300
218,800
454,000
121, 000
694,042

00
00
00
00
15
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

2, 139
27,240
7,260
12,778
42,232
1,596
9,305
8,760
2,460
] '328
9,296
3,006
250

10
00
00
00
53
00
00
00
40
00
00
00
00
00
00

00
00
00
00

889
360
5,217
511

00 ... ...................
00 ... ...................
00 -------00 ..................

92,100
2 ,100
142,700
162,000
41,000
22,300
166,100
50,100 00
5,000 00
16,400
6,000
86,950
7,000

.0·
a:!~
>=! >=!

o2

....,.-o

<fl<l)
<l)....,

:-.

<:.)

<J:>a:!
....,,_.

>=I+>

H<l.l

---

$450,200
45,000
215,000
2,000

11,000

}
~

....,.-o

8

~

Cherokee national fund ...... Dec. 29, 1835
Cherokee orphan fund ....... Dec. 29, 1835
Cherokee school fund. ............. Feb. 27, 1819
Dec. 27, 1835
Chickasaw incompetents ........ May 24,1834
Chippewa and Christian Indians . -.- --- . ----- . ----- July 16, 1859
Creek orphans .......... _... Mar 24,1832
Choctaw general fund ...•... Jan. l7,1837
Choctaw school fund .... _... Sept.27,1830
Delaware general fund-----· May 6,1854
Delaware school fund .... --. Sept. 24, 1829
Iowas .. • .......•.......• - . May 17,1854
Kansas schools ............. June 3,1825
Kaskaskias, Peorias, &c .... May 30,1854
Menomonees ............... Sept. 3, 1836
Osage schools .............. June 2,1825
Ottawas and .Chippewas ..... Mar. 28, 1836
Pottawatom1es, (education) .. Sept.26,1833
Pottawatomies, (mills) ...... Sept. 26, 1833
Senecas" .. ......... -- ..... -.............. -- June 14, l836
Jan. 9,1837
Senecas and Shawnees* ... .. June 14, 1836
Jan. 9,18~7
Stockbrid~es and Munsees .. Sept. 3,1839
Tonawan a band of Senecas . Nov. 5,1857
Sac.s and Foxes of Missouri.. Mar. 26, 1863
Ottawas of Blanchard's Fork
and Roche de Boouf ....... Aug. 30,1831

>=!

<+-<0
0,.0

0~

'+<

Tribe.

..Om
aPO

'+<

12,350 00

660
6,013

00 $68,000 $4,080
00 ................ ..... -......
00 15,000
900
00 .. .................. ..
...

---

................... . .. -- .. .................. .............
.................... . -.. -... ................ .. --- ....
................. ............
................ .............

··--··

...................
....... - -....... .............
................. .. --- .....

- .......... -. .............
...................
.. ...............

.... ---- .. --- ..

tl, 000
50
. ................ .. ... --- ...
-- .............. .. ... -- ....
.. .. -- .....

---.

. ..
.
.. -... --.

-----

901 55 ................. . --- ...

-

- - - - - - - - - ----- ---

........ -- ................. - .......... ---------- 3,079,442 15 182,502 58 84,000 5,030

*Acts of Congress.

t Bond of the State of Indiana in the hands of Hon. G. N. Fitch.

326

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
INDIAN TRUST FUNDS-Continued.

No. 2.-Statement of stock account, exhibiting in detail the securities in wltich the funds of eadt
tribe are invested and now on hand, the annual inte1·est on the same, and the amount of abstracted bonds not provided for by Congnss.

~::l

]·~

sd

b p..h

Stock.

~
<J)
to)

f-1

<J)

P-1

§

rd

~eo

0

rn.....,..a
,..QO;....
o:l ;::1 <8 ,;,

03
>:<
'b'!J

;'""'"Oro~

s
~

5

~

<J)

;....

d'"Cl bll

>=l
d
,..q
>:<

0

.....,
~s

~

-+"
Ul
<l.)

;....

<J)

:S
~

::l
>=l
>=l
~

CHEROKEE NATIONAL FUND.

State of Florida ................ _...
Georgia ................. . ..
Kentucky .................
Louisiana ..................
Missouri . ~ .................
North Carolina ...... .......
South Carolina .............
T ennessee ...... -- .... --- ................
T ennessee .......................................
Virginia ............... __ ..
United States loan of ] 862 ...........
United States loan of 10-40s ..........

7
6
5
6
6
6
6
6
5
6
6
5

$7,000
1,500
6,000
7,000
50,000
20,000
117,000
5,000
]25,000
90,000
1,700
88,000
518,200

---- . -.......

$490 00
90 00
300 00
420 00
$50,000 ---------- .................. ....
13,000
7,000
420 00
.... ....... - .. - 117, 000 7,020·00
5,000 ...................... .. ...................
... ....................
125, 000
6,250 00
................... .
90,000
5,400 00
.....................
1, 700
102 00
........... .......... .
88,000
4,400 00
..

... -....... - ......
.....................
....................

$7,000
1,500
6,000
7,000

-

68,000

450,200

24,892

0~

CHEROKEE ORPHAN FUND.

State of Virginia .................. ..

6

45,000

2,700 00

7, 000
2, 000
10, 000
5, 000
]3,000
1' 000

490
J20
550
300
780
60

CHEROKEE SCHOOL FUND.

State of Florida . ............... ... .
Louisiana ............... ..
Missomi .......... __ ...... .
Missouri ................. ..
North Carolina ........... ..
outh Carolina ........... ..
Tennessee ................ ..
Virginia ............ ___ .. __
United State loan ofl 62 ......... ..
United States loan of 10-40s ........ ..

7
6

5t
6
6
6
6
6
6

5

7,000
2, 000
10,000
5,000
21,000
1,000
7,000
135,000
10, 800
31,200
230,000

.. .... ....
.. .. .. .. ..
.. ...... -.. .. .. .. ..
8,000
.. .... - - ..

00
00
00
00
00
00 .

7' 000 .. - . -- ---- .. - .. - . ---

--.. .. .. ..
------ ....
...... ....
15, 000

135, 000
10,800
31,200

8, 100 00
648 00
1,560 00

215,000

12, 608 00

2,000

100 00

5,000
600

300 00

CIJICKA A W INCOMPETENT •

Rtate of Indi ana ... ...... . ..... •....

5

CIIIPPEWA. AND CHRJ TI N I NDIA•' .

tate of Ii. sonri ................... .
UuitPd , 'tate loan f J 62 .......... _
nit d 'tates loan of 7 -:30s . ........ ..

6

.......... ···-·- .. ..

6
7 Po ::::: :::: : ::::::::::

---------- 1----------

24,700

36 00
I , 03 10

30,300

2,1:30 10
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CHOCTAW GENERAL FUND.

State of Missouri .......................•............
Virginia ................................... .
United States loan of 1862 .......................... ..

6
6
6

$2,000 00
450,000 00
2, 000 00

$120 00
27,000 00
120 00

454,000 00

27,240 00

19, 000 00
102, 000 00

1' 140 00
6,120 00

121,000 00

7,260 00

CI-IOCTA W SCHOOL FUND.

State of Missouri ................................... .
United States loan of 1862 ........................... .

6
6

CREEK ORPHANS.

State of

K~ntuc~y

................................. .
M1ssoun ................................ -- ..
Missouri ................................... .
T ennessee ......... ........... - - . - . --- . - --- .
Virginia .................................. .
United States loan of 1862 .......................... -.

5

5t
6
5
6
6

1' 000
28,000
2 '000
20,000
7:3,800
68,000
21

00
00
00
00
00
00

,8oo·oo

50
1' 540
1' 680
1,000
4,428
4,080

00
00
00
00
00
00

12,778 00

DELAWARE GENERAL FUND.

State of Florida ....................... -.. - ...... - .. -

~~~~~ii:n~- ~ ~

~ ~:: ~:

~

~: ~::

:: : : :: : :
: : : :: : : :: : :
:
Missouri .................... - . -- .. -- .... --North Carolina ..................... --- .... ..
South Carolina ....................... --- ---.
United States loan of1tl62 ........................... .
Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad Company.

7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6

59,000
2, 000
4, 000
10,000
121,000
1, 000
210,300
286,742

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
15

00
00
00
00
00
60 00
12,618 00
17,204 53

694,042 15

42,232 53

6

11,000 00

660 00

7
7
6
6
6
6
7 i!o

22,000
17,600
9, 000
21,000
:~. 000
12, 500
7, 000

4,130
120
240
600
7,260

DELAWARE SCHOOL FUND.

United States loan of 1862 .......................... ..
lOW AS.

State of Florida . ................................... .
J{ansas ............... ___ .... _..... _....... .
Louisiana ....... _....... _.. _. __ .... _____ .. .
North Carolina .................. ·----- ..... .
outh Carolina ........ ____ ................. .
United tates loan of 1 62 ........ --- ................ .
nited 'tates loan of7-30s .......................... .

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

92,100 00

1,540
1,232
540
l, 260
J 0
750
511

00
00
00
00
00
0(}
00

6,013 00

32 8

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 01!., THE INTERIOR.
INDIAN TRUST FUNDS-Continued.

.s

~
0

Stock.

~
Q)
~

1-<

Q)

p.,

-~
~ rfJ.

~..0
p

~
o:l

p ~

s,..q

0

~

Q)

s::::l-+-0

<11

<11

KANSAS SCHOOLS.

State of Missouri. ..................•............•••.
Missouri .................••.............••..
United States loan of 1862 ........................••..

5t
6
6

$H:l, ooo oo"
2, 000 00
8, 100 00

$990 00
120 00
486 00

28.100 00

1,596 00

7,000 00
34,000 00

420 00
2,040 00

41,000 00

2,460 00

37,000
28,500
15,000
43,000
3,000
9,400
6,800

2,590
1, 995
900
2,580
180
564
496

OSAGE SCHOOLS.

State of Missouri .... _.............................. .
United States loan of 1862 ........................... .

6
6

KASKASKIAS, PEORIAS, WEAS, AND PIANKESIJA WS.

State of Florida ...•......................••.........
l{ansas .............................•.......
Louisiana __ ............................... .
North Carolina ........ _........•............
South Carolina ............................ _.
United States loan of l862 ........................... .
United States loan of 7 -30s . ..•••.....................

7
7
6

•6

6
6
7ft,

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

142,700 00

00
00
00
00
00
00
40

9,305 40

MENOMONEES.

K~ntuc~y ................................. .
M1 soun. _................................. .
Tennessee ................................. .
United States loan of 1862 .••..... ....................

State of

5
6
5
6

77,000
9,000
19,000
57,000

00
00
00
00

162,000 00

3, 850
540
950
3,420

00
00
00
00

8,760 00

OTTAWAS AND CHIPPEWAS.

State of Missouri. ............................... _.. .
Tennessee ..............................•...
Virginia .......................... _...... _. _
United States loan of 1 62 ....... .... ... ....•.........

6

5
6

6

10,000
1,000
3,000
8,300

00
00
00
00

600
50
1 0
49

00
00
00
00

22,300 00

1' 32

67,000 00
5,000 00
94,100 00

3,350 00
300 00
5,646 00

166, 100 00

9,296 00

6

50, 100 00

3,0 6 00

5

5,000 00

2!-0 00

00

POTTAWATOMIE , (EDUCATION.)

tate of Indiana .......................••.•.•.......
~fis. ouri .... ___ ............................ .
United tate loanof1 62 ...........•....•••.....•...

5
6
6

POTTAWAT MJE , ( 11LL .)

United tates loan ofl ·2 ... - .. - •.•• - •••.•••••.••••..
E 'E

• tate of Kentucky ... - .... --- ....•••..•••..•....•••• _
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SENECAS AND SHAWNEES.

State of Kentucky ..................... _...... _.....
Missouri ......... _......... _ ... _ ... _..... ___
Missouri. ..... ------··--·· ..................
United States loan of 1862 .... ____ ........ ____ -··- ....
United States loan of 10-40s .......... __ . _... _____ .. . _

STOCK~RIDGES

5
5t
6
6
5

$5,000
7,000
3,000
400
1,000

$250
385
180
24
50

00
00
00
00
00

00
00
00
00
00

- - - - ----16,400 00

889 00

6

6,000 00

360 00

7 -fo

7,000 00

51] 00

6

86,950 00

5,217 00

7flo

12,350 00

901 55

AND MUNREES.

United States loan of L862. _.... _..... _________ .. _.•. _
SACS AND FOXES OF MISSOURI.

United States loan of 7-30s __ ..... __ .. __ ..............
TONAWANDA BAND OF SENECAS .

United States loan of1862 .. _.... _........... _........
OTTAWAS OF BLANCHARD'S FORK AND ROCHE DE BCEUF.

United States loan of 7·30s ...........................

. 3.-Staternent of stocks held by the Secretary of the Interior in trust for vm·ious Indian
tribes, showin!! the amount now on hand, also tlze amount of abstracted bonds fur which Congress has made no app1·opriation.

~'"C:i

l=l
0

Stock.

~
Q;>

~'"C:i

;....

8.-Cl

"'

Q;>

~

State of Missouri. .. __ ......................... ..
Missouri _____ .. ___ .. __ ... _.... __ - .. __ - ..
T ennessee __ --- ... -- . ----. -- .. -.. - .. --.Tennessee .............. ·--- ____ ··-- ... .
Indiana . ___ ... ____ . ____ .... __ ... _. __ .. _
Virginia ................ __ ............ ..
Kentucky .... ·-·- ..................... .
Florida .. _______ ...... ·--- .... ____ ..... .
South Carolina .... ---- ................. .
North Carolina ......................... .
Louisiana . __ .. ___ . _____ .. _. _....... _. _.
I{ansas ... __ .. ___ . _______ . _.... __ .. __ . _.
Georgia . ___ . ____ . ____ . ___ . ___ . _... ____ .
Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad Co .. .
Unit d tates loan of I 62 ........ ·--· .... ____ ... .
United States loan of 10-40s .... __ ............... .
United tates loan of 7-30s _...... _.... .... .... _.. .

...,Q;>

l=l...,
p ~

pl=l
0 til

0;....

8~

~

<

$105,000 00
6
$50,000 00
63,000 00 ........ - ....... -............... 5t
5
165,000 00 ................................
6 .............................
12,000 00
69,000 00
5
*1,000 00
6
796,800 00 ....... -........... - .............
5
94,000 00 ....... ...... . --- ...... - .....
7
132,000 00 ...... -........ -- .............
6
125,000 00 ..... -- ...... -- ... - .. - ....
6
205,000 00
21,000 00
6
37,000 00 . --- ................ ..... 7
46,100 00 ..... ...........................
3,500 00 ....... -........... - ..... - ... 6
286,742 15 ....... -- ..... - ...........
6
773,250 00 .. - ... -.......... - ...... - ......
6
120,200 00 ....... -........ - ..... -......
5
57,850 00 ................................
7fo

Total .......................................... 3,079,44215
• Bond in the hands of Ron G. N. Fitch.

--

-

-

84,000 00

~
~

No. 169.-Statement slwtoing tlte present liabilities of the United States to Indian tribes under stiptdations of treaties, S;c.
o.S"E
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Namt~~

of tribeY.

Description of annuitie,;, stipulations, &c.

Reference to laws;
Statutes at Large.

Number of instalm ents yet un,appropriated, explanations, r emarks, &c.

5

0~

as :n~ g
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5
~ ~-.8
!'! 0. ~
~~~~
ce~o

:::::5~ ........ .0

§8~~
...:
ApucheS------------1 Forty instalments, being an amount equal to !*Page 33, sec. 2-----~2d article treaty Oct. 17, 1865;
$20 per capita for 800 persons, un~er the
thirty-nin e instalments, estima'd
direction of the Secretary of t.he Intenor.
.
at $16,000 each, yet unappro priated.
2d article treaty Oct.. 17,1865 .... _
Do .. .......... . For this amount, or so much thereof as may be
ut>ct>ssary, for transportation of goods, provi~ions, t.~C.
Vol. 12, page 1165 .. 4th article treaty Feb. 18, 1861;
Arn pnllo and Che· F or $~50,000 in fift et>n equal annual instalments,
nine inHtalments unappropriated,
undl•r the direction of th e S ecretary of the InJl•nue Indians of
of $30,000.
terior, of $-'30,000 each.
J p. Arktlll~ns riv.
5th article treaty }~eb. 18, 1861;
....
do
............
.
For
fi\•c
instahu
ents
providing
for
sawing
tim·
Do ... ...•......
one in ~talm e ut to be provided
bcr and grinding grain, machine shops, tools,
for, estimated at $5,000.
and building purposes, for interpreter, engiueer, miller, farmer, &c.
treaty F eb. 18, 1861;
Do ... .... : .... . For tt·nnsportation and n ecessary expcuses of .... do ........... .. 5thninarticle
e instalments unapproprithe delivery of annuity goods and provisions.
at ed, estimated at $5,000 each.
7th article treaty Oct. 14, 1865;
Do ............ . F orty iustalmen ts, b eing an amount equal to
thirty-nilleinstalm entsunappro$20 pl'r capita for 2,800 persons, under the
priated, estima'd at $56,000 each.
direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
Do..... .. . .... . For tra nsportation of goods, provisions, &c .. ... ............... _... . 7th article treaty Oct. 14, 1865. _. _
2d
article treat y Jan. 22, 1855;
Cnln pot. ius, :\Io!alln~, }'i\·e instalment~ of the third series of annuity Vol. 10, page 1142 ..
two in stalment;, nnappropriat'd,
for beneficial objects.
atHI Clncknma.~ of
estimated
at $6,500.
'Y illnmettl' ,-alley.
Comanche•, Kiowa~, Fh'c in~talments of second series for the pur- 1 Vol. 10, page 1014 .. 6th article treaty July 27, 1853;
on
e
instalment
unappropriated,
cha~e
of
goods,
provisions,
and
agricultural
uud Aput'lll'S of
estimated at $18,000.
imp lements.
Arkansas ri\'er.
6th
article
treaty
July 27, 1853;
or
transportation
of
goods,
provisions,
and
~...
do
.
..........
..
F
Do . .......... ..
five instalments, oue unapproagricultural implements.
priated.
Comanches and Kio - Forty instalments, b eing an amount equal to *Page 39, sec. 5 . .... 5th article treaty Oct. 18, 1865;
thirty-nine instalm ents unappro$10 per capita for 4,000 por;ons.
Wilij.
priated, estimated at $40,000.
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DO--- - - - -- -···- J For transportation of goods, provisions, &c ..•.. , .... do ... ......... . 5th ar ticle treaty Oct 18, 1865- . __
$2,000 annually fo r fifteen years ... .. .. ..... -.. Vol. 10, page 1122 .. 3d article treaty Nov. 18, 1854;
1
three instalments yet to be ap propriated.
Do- .........•. . I Support of schools, physician, purchase of mecli- Vol. 10, page 1123 .. S ame treaty, 5th a rticle ; esticines, &c., and farmer, fifteen years.
mated for schools, $1.200; physician, &c., $1,500; farmer,
$1,000; three appropriat'ns clue.
Chippewas of Sagi- Ten instalments in coin of $18,800 each _........ 1 Vol. 7, p age 634 . --- One instalment yet to be appronaw, Swnu creek,
priated.
autl Black riYer.
ChippE'~·ns,
1\leno- Education during the pleasure of Congress ...... Vol. 7, page 304 . ... 5th article treaty August 11, 1827 _
monees, 'Vinnebagoes, and New
York Indiaus.
Chir,pewas of Lake Twenty instruments in coin, goods, implements, Vol. 10, page 1110 .. 4th article treaty Sept. 30, 1854;
Superior.
&c., and for education.
eight instalments unappropriated, estimated at $ 19,000.
Do . ............ l Twcntyinstalments for six smiths and assist- Vol. 10, pages 1109 2d and 5th articles treaty Sept. 30,
ants, and for iron and steel.
1854; eight instalments yet
and 1111.
un appropriated, estimated at
$6,360 each.
Do.---------- .. I Twenty instalments for the seventh smith, &c .. -I Vol. 10, page 1111.- T en instalmen ts unappropriated,
estimated at $l,Ofi0 each.
Do .... ........ . F or support of a ~mith, assistant, and shop, and Vol. 10, page 1112 .. 12th article treaty, estimated at
$2,260 per annum.
pay of two farmers, during the pleasure of
the President.
Do.
Estimated at $5, 762 63 per anFor insu rance, transportation, &c. , of annuities
num.
Rnd provi•ions.
Chippewas,
B ois Twenty in stalment s of annuity in money, goods, *Page 81, sec. 3 .... _ 3d article treaty April 7, 1866; anFort band
nuity, $:3,500; good-,&c.,$6,500;
and oth er ar ticles, in provisions, ammun ition,
provision~. ammun ition, and to and tobacco.
bacco, $1,000; nineteen instalments unappropriated.
Do ............. l Twcnty instalments for support of one black- l .... do ....... --·--- 3d art icle treaty April 7, 1866;
nineteen instalments unappro smith and assistan t, and for tools, iron, &c.
priated, estimated at $1,500
each.
Do . .. ... ...... . Twenty instalments for the support of schools, 1-... do_ .......... __ 3d arti<.'le treaty April 7, 1866 ;
nineteen instalments unapproand for the instruction of th e Indians in farmpriated, estimated at $1,600 each.
ing, and purchase of seeds, tool~ , &c.
D o .. ..... ___ .. _ For transportation, &c., of annuity goods -.--- . *Page 82, sec. 6.- .. _ 6th article treaty April 7, 1866. __
Chippewas of the 1\Ioney, goods, supp ort of schoo l ~. provisions Vol. 7, page 592, Ten instalments of the second
JUiStiiSsippi.
series at $9,000 01; ten to be apand tob acco; 4th article treaty Oct. 4, 1842;
and voL 10, pages
propriated.
86 and 1111.
8th article treaty S ept. 30, 1854; and 3d article t reaty May 7, 1864.
Do __ .......... _ Two farmers, two carpenter~, two smiths and .... do . .......... .. T en instalments of the SPcond
scriPs at $1,400; ten to be apassistants, iron and steel; same article and
propriate d.
treaty.
Do- ........... _ Twenty instalments in money, of $20,000 ench.- -I Vol. 10, page 1167 .. 3d _article treaty F eb. 22, 1855;
e1ght unexpended.
* The references are to the Pamphlet copy of the laws.
Chn~tn, Scot on, and

mpqua ludiaus.

I

pj
t;._j

'"d
0

I

~

1-3
152,000 00
50,880 00

0

1->:j

1-3

::q
t_:l:j
00
t_:l:j

0

~

t_:l:j

1-3
ll-~
~

0

1->:j

1-3
~

t_:l:j

1-1

z

1-3

t_:l:j
~

1-1

0

!0
160, 000 00

D:!
c..~

i-4

No. 169.-Statemr.nt showing tltepresent liabilities of the United States to Indian tribes. "'c.-Continued.
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Names of tribes.

Description of annuities, stipulations, &c.

R eference to laws;
Statutes at Large.

Number of instalments yet un ap propriated; expla nations, r e·
marks, &c.

~-~ ~ ~
g~

g;a

~~~$

l\ll-•l~'ippi-Con·

thllll'!l.

Forty-six instalments to be paid to tho Chippe·
was of the Misl!i~sippi.

blppt•w ns-· Pillngor Money, $10,666 67; goods, $8,000; and purposes
of utility, $4,000; 3d article treaty Feb. 22,
nml Lnko " 'inne·
1855.
bn~'bbh bonds.
lJo ..• .... ····· Fer purposes of education; same article and
treaty.
Do ... ......... . For ~up port of smiths' shops; same article and
treaty .
Do ... ........ . . For enginE'er at Leech lake; same ar ticle and
treaty.
Chippewas of the Ten instalments of $1,500 each, to fu r nish Inl\lissibSippi and Pildinns with oxen, log chains, &c. ; 5th article
lagor and Lake
treaty May 7, 1864.
" 'iunebngo shish
bands of Cbippc·
wns in Minnesota.
Do .. ..•....... . Support of two carpenters. two blacksmiths,
four farm laborers, and one physician, ten
years.
Do .••. . ........ This amount to be applied for support of saw
mill as long as tho President may deem
necessary.
Do ..•.••..... . . Pay of services and travelling expenses of a
board of visitors, not more than five persons,
to attend annuity payments to the Indians, &c.
Do ............ . For payment of female teachers employed on
tho reRervation.
Chippewas of Red $10,000 as annuity to be paid per capita to the
Lnko nncl Pembi·
Red Lake band, and $5,000 to the Pembina
Dt\ tribe of Chip·
bnnd, during the pleasm·e of the President.
powns.

Vol. 9, page 904 .... J 3d arti ~le treaty Aug. 2, 1847;
twenty-five instalm'ts unappropriated, estima'd at $1,000 each.
Vol. 10, page 1168 .. J Thirty instalments; eigh teen unappropriated.
.... do ........•.... Twenty instalments of $3, 000 each;
eight unexpended.
..•. do .....•....••. Fifteen in stalments, es tim ated at.
$2, 120 each ; t hree un ap propr'd
T en insta lments of $600 each;
.••. do.
three un appropriated.
*Page 86, sec. 5 .•... Seven instalments unappropriated.
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.. .. do ............. 1 E stimated at $7,700 per annum;
seven instalments to be appropriated.
.. •. do ............. I 6th article treaty M:ay 7,1864; an·
nual appropriation.
• Page 86, sec. 7 . • ... 7th article treaty M:ay 7, 1864 .....
J

I

*Page 87, sec. 13 .... 13th article treaty M:ay 7, 1864 . •..
*Pages 44 and 49,
sees. 2 and 3.

3d article treaty October 2, 1863,
and 2d art-icle sup plementary
treaty April 12, 1864 ; annua l
appropriation required.

1--4

z

1-3
M
t:tl
1--4
0

!d

Do ..•....•..•.. 1 Fifteen instalments of $12,000 each, for the pur- !*Page 49, sec. 3 ..... 3d article supplementary treaty
pose of supplying them with gilling twine, cotApril12, 1864; etitimated for Red
ton maitre, calico, Iinsey, blankets, ~heetings,
Lake baud, $8,000; Pembina
&c.
band,$4,000; twelveinstalments
unappropriated.
Do ......... ... . One blacksmith, one physician, &c., one mill er, I""Page 50, sec. 4 ... .. 4th article supplementary treaty
one farmer, $3,900; iron and steel and other
April 12, 1864; fifteen instalments; twelve unappropriated.
articles, $1.500; carpentering, &c. , $1,000.
Do ..••...••.... To defray the expenses of a board of visitors, not I*Page 44, sec. 6 .•... 6th article treaty October 2, 1863,
fifteen instalments of $390 each;
more than three pPrsons, to attend the annuity
twelve unappropriated.
payments of said Chippewa Indians.
Do ..... ....... . For insurance and transportation of 11nnuity I*Page 272 ..... ----- Pamphlet copy of Laws, 1st session :39th Congress.
goods,&c.,andmaterialforbuildingmill,includ·
ing machinery, iron and steel for blacksmiths.
Chickasaws .....•.. Permanent annuity in good!! .....••..•...•...•.. I Vol. 1, page 619 .... Act of February 28, 1790; $3,000
per year.
Choctaws .••.••.... I Permanent annuities ........................... I Vol. 7, pages 99,213, 2d article treaty November 16,
1805, $3,000; 13th article treaty
and 236.
October 18, 1820, $600; 2d article
treaty January 20,1825, $6,000.
Do ............. I Provisions for smith, &c ........................ 1 Vol. 7, page 212 ... . 6th a1iicle treaty October 18, 1820,
and 9th article treaty January
20, 1825; say $920.
Five
p er cent. for educational purVol.
11,
pages
613
Do .•.....••.... I Intere~t on $500,000 ; articles lOth and l:fth treaty
poses.
and 614.
January 22, 1855.
FiYe
instalments of $6,000 each of
page
964
...
VoL
12,
Conf«>derated tribes For beneficial objects at the discretion of the
the second series; three unapand bands in midPresident i. 2d article treaty June 25, 1855.
propriated.
dle Oregon.
Do . ............ I For farm er, blackemith, and wagon and plough Vol. 12, page 965 . .. 4th article treaty June 25, 1855;
eight instalm en tti yet unappromaker for the term of fifteen years.
priated, estimated at $3,500 each
year.
4th article treaty June 25, lP.55;
Do ............. I For physician, sawyer, miller, superintendent I. ... do.
eight instalments yet unapproof farming, and school teacher, fifteen years.
priated, estimated at $5.600 each
year.
4th article treaty June 25, 1855;
Do ....•..••••.. I Salary of the h ead chief of the confederated band \..•. do.
thirteen instalm«>nts unapprotwunty years.
priated, estimated at $500 each
year.
4th
article treaty August 7. 1790,
Permanent annuities ......................... -- I Vol. 7, pRges36, 69,
CreekH
and 287.
$1,500: 2darticlc treaty June 16,
1802, $3,000; 4th article treaty
January 24, 1826, $20,000.
Vol. 7, page 287 .... 8th article treaty January 24, 1826;
Smiths, shops,
say $1,110.
8th article treaty January 24, 1826;
Wheelwright, permanent ...................... , .... do.
~ay $600.
Allowance during the pleasure of the President .. Vol. 7, pages 287 5th articlu treaty F ebruary 14,
and 419.
1833, and 8th article treaty January 24, 1826.
*The references are to the Pamphlet copy of the laws.
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No. 169.-Stuttmzcnt showing tile prestnt liabilities of tltc United States to Indian t1·ibcs,

~·c.-Continued.
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of annuities, stipulations, &c.

Reference to laws;
Statute~ at Large.
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of instnlmeuts yet uua.ppropriatPd, explanations, remarks, &c.
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treaty
Do ............. In!t'rc•t
treuty

I
on $:200.000 held in trust; 6th article
Augn8t 7, 1!~56.
on $775.168 held in trust; 3d article
June 14, 1866.

I
Vol. 11, pages 701
and 702.
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1 -- - - - -- - - - - - - - Five per centum for education ....

$200, 000 00

Five per centum, to be expended
under the direction of the Secretary of the Iuterior.
3d article treaty June 14, 1866 ... .

775.168 00

Do ............ . For trnn~portntion of su<'h articles as rosy be
purchaMed for the Creek nation.
Cherokees.-------- For thi8 amouut, or ~o much thereof to enable *Page 118, sec. 12 ... j 12th article treaty July 19, 1866 .. .
the Secretary of the Interior to ca.u~e a census
of each tribe to be taken.
Do ............ . For proYitiiou~ and clothin~ furni~hed the army *Page 122, sec. 28 ... j 28th article treaty July 19, 1866 ...
unrler Apotbleyoholo in the winter of 1861 and
1862.
DO------------- For pay of losses of property by missionaries or *Page 122, sec. 30 .. . j 30th article treaty July 19, 1866. __
missionary, on acconnt of United States agents
and troops.
Private act to supplementary
Dclowares. -------· Life annuity to chiefs ................. , ....... .
treaty September 24, 1829; to
treaty October 3, 1818.
Do ..•••........ ! Intereston$46,080, at5percentum ............. j Vol. 7, page327 .•.. Senate re~olution Jan. 19, 18:38;
5th article treaty May 6, 1856.
Do .... ...•..... I For this nmount, to be placed to the credit of the !*Page 113, sec. 14 ... 14th article treaty July 4, 1866 .. . .
Delawareij in the purchase of their new reseryation.
Dwami8b and other For$150,000, nuder the direction of the Presi-~ Vol. 12, page928 ... 16tbarticletreaty January22,1855;
allied tribes iu
dent, in twenty instalments.
thirteen instalments unappro'V a~hington Terpriated.
ratory.
Do ....... ..•.. . 1 Twenty instalments for an agricultural school Vol. 12, page 929 .. -I Thirteen instalments unappropriand teacher; 14th article treaty J anuary 22,
ated, estimated at $3,000 per
1855.
year.
Do ..•••..•..... Twenty instalments for smith and carpenter .... do.
Thirteen instalments unappropri1 bhop and tools; 14th article treaty Jan. 2:.!, 1855.
ated, estimated at $500 per year.
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Do .. •......... . 1 Twenty instalments for blacksmith, carpenter, I. .. do.
farmer, nntl pby~ician.

14th article treaty January 22,
1855; thirteen im;talments unappropriated, estimated at $4,600
each.
Vol. 12, page 976 ... 4th article treaty July 16, 1855;
two instalments unappropriated.

Five instalments of the 8N'Ond ~Pries for benetidal object~. under the direction of the Prcsi·
dent, $120.000.
Do ........ .... . Twenty in~tHlments for support of an agricul· Vol. 12, page977. -·1 5th _artie]~ treaty July 16, 1855_;
th1rteen mstalments nnappropntnral and industrial school, providing necessary fnrnitur.-, book~, stationery, &c.
ated, estimatl'd at $300 each.
Do ..........•.. Twenty instalments for employment of suitable . .. . do ...... . ..... . 1 'l'hirteen instalments unappropriated, es timated at $1,800 each.
instrnctors therefor; 5th article treaty July 16,
1855.
Do.
5th article treaty July 16, 1855;
Twenty instalments for keeping in repair blackthirteen instalment~ unappropri·
smith'~, carpente•·'s, and v•agon and ploughatt-cl, estimated at $500 each.
makei~H shops, and fnrnishing tools therefor.
5th article treaty July 16, 1855;
Do ..........•.. Twenty instalments for two farmer~. two milthirteen instalments unapproprilers, one blacksmith, one gun:;mith, one tin·
ated, estimated at $7,400 each.
smith, carpenter and joiner, and wagon and
plough maker.
5th article treaty July 16, 1855;
Do . ...•••...... Twenty instalments for keeping in repair flourthirteen instalments unappropriing nud saw-mill and supplying the neces~ary
ated, estimated at $500 each .
fixture~.
5th article treaty July 16, 1855;
Do ............ . Twenty J&stalments for keeping in r epair h•·sthirteen
instalments unappropital and furnishing the necessary medicines,
priated, estimated at $300 per
&c.
year.
5th article trPaty July 16, 1855;
Do .. ........... I For pay of physician for twenty years ......... .
thirteen instalment8 unappropriated, estimated at $1,400 each.
5th article treaty July 16, 1855;
Do ............. I For keeping in repair the building of employes,
tbirteeninstalments unapprop1·i·
&c., for twenty years.
ated, estimated at $300 each.
Thirteen instalments una pprop riDo ............ . For $500 per annum for twenty years for each
ated, estimated at $1,500 each
of tho head chiefs; 5th article treaty July 16,
year.
1855.
5th article treaty July 16, 1855 ... .
Do ...•......•.. For insurance and transportation of annuity .... do.
good8 and provi~ions.
low as
Interest on $57,500. being the balance of $157,500. Vol. 10, page 1071.. 9th article treaty May 17, 1854 .......•... . ... .
Kansas
IutereHton$200,000 ............................ Yo!. 9, pagc842 ... . 2d article treaty Janu ary U, 1846.1 .... . ...... .
Kickapoos ........ . IntorPst on $100.000.. . ..... ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vol. 10, page 1079 .. 2d article treaty May 18, 1854 .. . .
2d article treaty 1\iay 18 1854 ·
Do ...... . ..... . Gradual payment on $200,000 ..................... . do.
$159,000 heretofore ap'propri:
atcd; due.
Klamaths and l\1o- Five instalments of $8,000, to be applied under
2d artie!~ treaty October 14, 1864;
docs.
four
mstalments unappropri the direction of the President.
ated.
Do .........•... For keeping in repair saw-mill, flouring mill, and 1· .............. . .... 14th article ~reaty October 14, 1864;
buildings for blacksmith~. ca1·p ente r, wagon
twenty mstalments to be proand plough maker, manual labor school, and
vided for, estimated at $1,000
each.
hospital, for twenty years.
Flathead and other
confcuerated tribe~.

*The references are to the Pamphlet copy of the laws.
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No. 169.-StaJemcnt sliOtoing tlte present liabilities, of tlte United States to Indian tribes, ~c.-Continued.
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of irlbcs.

Description of annuities, stipulations, &c.

R eference to laws;
Statutes at Large.

Number of instalments yet unappropriated, explanations, r emarks, &c.

§~~~
sg, ~15

llnknh tribe .••... _.1 For beneficial objects $30,000, under the direction of the President; 5th article treaty January 31, 1855.
D0----- ---· ·---1 Twenty instalments for au agricultural and indmtrial ~chool and teachers.
Do ... ----------1 Twenty instalments for smith, carpenter shops,
and tools.
Do. ____ ..• _.. _.1 Twen ty instalments for blacksmith, carpenter,
farmer, and physician.
Meoomonees .•..• - . . 1 Pay of miller for fifteen years
Do ..... .. ·---. -I Support of smith's shop twelve years ... _.---- .. I. __ .do.
Do .. ____ ...... . 1 Fiftl'cu equal instalments to pay $242,686 for
cc~bion of lands.

p. Q)

s

~

::§S~~
'"-""' 'tl.S l'l
OJ

E.-~::::bS

.g :r= "§

:;...:<\1

1?

b!;=: ~§ ~

~:E~
..;j s ;J~

~~~ ~~~

~ Q)o 

For purchase of tools and materials for saw and
flouring mills, carpenter, blacksmith, wagon
und plough ma ker's shop~. and books and stationery fo r the manual labor school; 4th article treaty October 14, 181i4.
pay of superintendent of farming, farm er,
DO------·-----· For
blatk~mith, sawyer, carpenter, and wagon
aud plough maker.
DO -- ----··---·· For pay of I>hy~iciau, miller, and two school
teachers.
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Twenty in stalments of $1,500
each; nineteen unappropriated.

$28,500 00

5th article treaty Octoberl4, 1861;
. fifteen in stalments of $6,000
Mch; fourteen unappropriated.
5th article treaty October 14, 1864;
twenty in stalments of $3,600
each ; nin eteen unappropriated.
Pour instalments of $1,500 each;
three unappropriated.

84,000 00

4, 500 00

0

11th article treaty Jau. 31, 1855;
thirteen instalm ents un appropriated, estimated at $2,500peryear.
11th article treaty Jan. 31, 1855;
thirteen instalments unappropriated, estimated at $500 each.
11th article treaty Jan. 31, 1855;
thirteen instalments unappropriated, estimated at $4,600 each.
3d article treaty May 12, 1854;
four instalments unappropriated, estimated at $600 each.
3d article treaty May 12, 1854;
one instalment of $916 66 unap·
propriated.
4th article t.reaty May 12, 1854, and
Senate's amendment thereto;
fourte'n instalm ents unappropriated, estimated at$16, 179 06 each.

32,500 00

1-3
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68,400 00
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6, 500 00
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59,800 00
2, 400 00
916 66

226,506 84
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MiamlesofKansas •. l Permanent provision !orsmlth's11hop, &c., and
miller.

~
('1:)

I Vol.and7,

5th article treaty October 6, 1818;
5th article treaty Oct. 23, 1834;
and 4th article treaty June 5,
1854; say i940 for shop and
$600 for miller.
Do ..• ••.••.... . 1 'l'wenty instalments upon $200,000 .....•... , .... 1 Vol: io, page 1094 . . $150,000 of said sum payable in
twenty instalments of $7,500
each; thirteen unappropriated.
3d article treaty June 5, 1854;
Do . .•....••... ·1 Interest on $50,000, at 5 per centum .••.••..•..
~.do.
Senate's amendment.
Minmies of Indiana.. IntPrest on $221,257 86, in trust................. Vol. 10, page 1099 . . 4th article treaty June 5, 1854 .•••.
pages 191
464, and vol.
10, page 1095.

·1·.

4th article treaty 1795; 3d article
t.·eatyl805; ani! 3d article treaty
Septem-ber, 1809; aggregate.
Vql. ],~,page 98~ .•. 2d article treaty Dec. 21, 1855;
three instalments unappropri·
ated, estimated at $1,500 each.
2d article treaty D ec. 21, 1855;
.••. do.
amount necessary during the
pleasure of the President.
Vol 12, page 982 ... 2d article treaty Dec. 21, 1855;

Minmies of Eel river. PermanentannuitieEr .•••..••. , ••.••..•••...•... Vol. 7, page 51, 91,
114, and 116.
l\Iolels .•••••••• ,. ••. For keeping In repair saw and flouring mlll and
furnishing suitable persons to attend the same
for a period of ten years.
Do ..••••••••••. For pay of teacher to manual labor school and
for subsistence of pupils and necessary sup·
plies.
Do.
For carpenter and joiner to aid in erecting build·
ings, making furniture, &c.
Nisqnally, Puyallup,
andothertribes and
bands of Indians.
Do .•••••••••...

I

Nez Perc~s .•••••••. I
Do ..•••...•.••.

Do ..•••.•••.••.
Do .••••.•••••..

Do ..••••.•.•...

po .. :~ .... ••. ..

~~:~~ ~=~fe~n~t e~.~r~~~t

year.
For payment of $32,500 in graduated payments .. 1 Vol. 10, page 1133 .. 4th article treaty Dec. 26, 1854;
still nnapproprlated.
.
4th
article treaty D ec. 26, 1854;
Pay of instructor, smith, pbysi.cian, carpenter, I Vol. 10, pagell34 ..
eHtimated at $6,700 per year,
&c., twenty years.
eight instalments, unappropri·
a ted.
For beneficial objects of second series, at the I Vol. 12, page 958 . •. 4th article treaty June 11, 1855;
three instalments nna_ppropri·
discretion of the President.
ated, estimated at $8,000 each.
For support of two schools, one of which to be I Vol. 12, page 059 ... 5th article treaty June 11, 1855;
thirteen instalments of$500each,
an ag1icult.ural and industrial school, keep·
unappropriated.
iug in r epair, and providing furniture, books,
and stationery.
5th
article treaty June 11, 185!'i;
Twenty instalments for one superint~ndent of 1· ... do.
thirteen instalments of $3,200
teaching and two teachers.
each, unappropriated.
5th article treat.y June 11, 1855;
Twenty instalments for one superintendent of ..•. do.
thirteen instalments of $9,400
farming and two farmers, two millers, two
each, unappropriated.
blacksmiths, one tinner, one gunsmith, one
carpenter, and one wagon and plough maker.
5th article treaty June 11, 1855;
Twenty instalments for keeping in repair grist I. ... do.
thirteen instalments of $500
and saw mill and providing the necessary
each, unappropriated.
tools.
5th article treaty June 11, 1855;
Tw_entylnstalme~ts for .keeping in repair hos, !..:.do.
thirteen instalments of $300
p1tal aJld furnishing ;neceSSIJ.ry me!llcines, ~c.
each, unapi?t:Opriated._

$30,~~
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Names of tribes.

Description of annuities, stipulations, &c.

Number of instalments yet unappropriated, explanations, re·
marks, &c.

Nez Perc6s-Cont'd . l Twenty instalments for pay of physician .••.•.. -I Vol. 12, page 959 ... 5th article treaty June 11, 1855·;
thirteen instalments of $1,400
each, unappropriated.
5th
article treaty June 11 1855;
Do ...••.....•.. l Twenty instalments for keeping in repair build·~· . • . do·
thirteen instalments of $300
ings for employ/is.
each, unappropriated.
5th article treaty June 11, 1855;
Do ..... ........ I Twenty instalments for salary of head chief .. .• - .••. do.
thirteen instalments of $500
each, unappropriated.
5th
article treaty June 11, 1855;
Twenty
Instalments
for
keeping
in
r
epair
the
Do .. ....••.....
thirteen
instalments of $500
blacksmith, tinsmith, gunsmith, carpenter's,
each, unappropriated.
and wagon and plough maker's shops, and
providing nece8snry tools therefor.
4th article treaty .June 9, 1863;
Do . •..••••••••. For instalments to enable the Indianij to remove
three instalments of$40, 000 each,
and locate npon the reservation, to be exunappropriated.
pended in ploughing land and fencing lots.
4th
a rticle treat-y June 9, 1863; fif.
Do .• ••. ....• •• . Sixteen in8talments for boarding and clothing
teen instalments of $3,000 each,
children who attend school, providing school
unappropriated.
and boarding houses with necessary furniture,
purchase of wagons, teams, tools, &c., and for
fencing lands as may be needed for gardening
purposes, &c.
5th article treaty June 9, 1863 .•• .
Do ........... .. For salary of two subordinate chiefs ........... .
Do ..... .. .•.•.. Fifteen instalments for r epair of houses, mill~,
shops, &c., and providing necessary furniture,
tools, &c.
Do .... .....•••. For Ralary of two matrons to take charge of the
bonrding-schoolR, two assistant teachers, one
farmer, one carpenter, and two millers.
Omnbas

5th article treaty June 9, 1863;
still unappropriated.
5th article treaty June 9, 1863 ••..

Ten instalments, being the second series, in \Vol. 10, page 1044 .. \4th article treaty March 16, 1854;
money or otherwise.
one instalment unappropr!ated.

e·a~
a~
r:..g-soe~

""

g~
~~

:~a~~~

~~~:;,~~

==

.9 .£§ !!:'§ ~

~~
..,a>

~00~

ca~

s r:;....S.O

:::;...,.§
~'il ~
0 cJ~
4> cP

§~

r~:~
~ s <e~

~=.9~ .6~
~~,g ~~~

g~~~
o""a a.>
1=1

::~~£

!~~~
~-~
.0~ ~~'t:S!::
~~~!-g §

;:;~

.. .a'<:!s="'

~ ~;; §

R eference to laws;
Statutes at Large.

·~~~·s .s

CD<D ... 't:l'

_s~ cZ o:g,d

<

~_..,

>:!P.

§o:

s ....
<0

b §

6:a ~:-!

:g~.~~ ~a

5 ~~

l;d

t."!l

~

0

l;d

'il]~~~~
~

1-3
0

<

1-3

·- .. '<:!<~'~ <>
s:S &:a~.a

~

t:Il
t;j

00
t_:rj

a

l;d
t;j

1-3

>~

~

0

~

1-3

Ill
t;j

~

z1-3
t;j
~
~

0

~

Do ..•••.•...... 1 T en instalments for pay of one engineer and
assistant, one miller and assistant, farmer, and
one blacksmith and asBistant.

Vol.10, page 1045 .. Estimated engineer and assistant,
$1,800; miller and assistant,
$1,200; farm er, $900; -b lack·
smith and assistant, $1,200; nine
instalments unappropriated 8th
article treaty March 16, 1E54,
and 3d article treaty March 4,
1865.
Do .. .•...•.... . I T en instalments for k eeping in repair grist and
8th article treaty March 16, 1854,
saw mill, and support of blacksmith !!hop and
and 3d article treaty March 6,
furnishing tools for the same.
1865; nine instalments unap·
propriated, estimated at $600
each.
Senate resolutions Jan'y 19, 1838;
Osages
IntereRt on $69,120, at 5 per centum
6th article treat.y Jan'y 2, 1835;
for educational purpoBes.
1st article treaty September 29,
Do ..•••••..•••. I Interest on $300,000, at 5 per centum
1865, to be paid semi-annually
in money or such articles as the
Secretary of the Interior may
direct.
Do . ........•••. , For transportation of goods, provisions, &c ..••. ................... . 1st article treaty Sept. 29, 1865 ...
Ottawas and Chip- Inter est on $206,000, being the unpaid part of 1 Vol.11, page 623 .. . 3d article treaty July 31, 1855 .••.
pewns of Michi·
the principal sum of $306,000, at 5 per centum.
gan.
Ottoes and Missou- T en inst-alments, being the second series, in Vol. 10, page 1039. - ~ 4th article treaty March 15, 1854;
money or otherwise.
one instalment unappropriated.
rias.
For annuity in good~ and such articles as may Volll, page 729 ... 2d article treaty Sept. 24, 1857 ... .
Pawnees
be neces~ary for tbem.
3d article treaty Sept.. 24, 1857 ;
Do ..••.••••••.. I For the support of two manunl labor schools .••. I..•. do.
annually during the pleasure of
the Pre8ident.
3d article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do ..••...•..•.. I For pay of two teachers
during the pleasure of the President.
4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do ...•..••.•••. For purchase of iron and steel and other n eces- I.... do.
annual appropriation.
saries for the shops during the pleasure of the
President,
4th artir-le treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do . .......••... For pay of two blacksmiths, one of whom to be ,.••. do.
annual appropriation.
a gunsmith and tinBmith.
4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do ...•..•..••.. For compensation of two strikers or apprentices ..... do.
annual appropriation.
4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do . .•••.••.•••. l Ten instalments for farming utensils and stock .. !.•.. do.
one instalment unappropriated.

I

Do.····· ••..••. 1 For pay of farm er ..••.......•...•...•..... ·· •. I•••• do-

4th article treaty Sept-. 24, 1857;
annual appropriation.

Do .•••.••••••• . 1 Ten instalments for pay of miller .....•...•.. ·· .I •••. do-

4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
two instalments unappropriated
at the discretion of the Presi·
dent.
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Nnmes of tribes.

R Pference to laws;
Statutes-at Large.

Description of anuuities, stipulations, &c.

Number of instalments yet unappropriated, explanatioua, remarks, &.o.

~·~~§

§~~~
o:;

>:l . <ll

gi:~

J

..... !!: 8 ~=

<ll

'C)~~ A~~

"'.s·~t>
~~~~ $e
~"' llD..,.~~

!is a:~
Pawnees ..• - .... -- ·I Ten instalments for pay of an engineer . ........ 1Vol. 11, page 729 .. 4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
two appropriations yet required
at the discretion of the President.
4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do ..... ........ , For oumpensatlon to apprentices to assist in , .... do.
annual appropriation.
w orking the mill
4th article treaty Sept. 24, 1857;
Do ............. For keeping in repair the grist and saw mill ........ do.
annual appropriation.
2d article treaty March 12, 1858;
Ten instalments of the second series, to be paid
Pooeas
seven
. instalments of $10,000
to them or expended for their benefit.
each, unappropriated.
2d
article
treaty March 12, 1858;
Do ...•..•. ..... I Ten instalments for manual labor school .••• --two instalments of $51000 each,
unappropriated.
2d article treaty March 1-2, 1858 ;
Do .. .......•••. I Ten instalments, during the plea8ure of the
two instalments of $7,500 each,
President, for aid in agricultural and mechanunappropriated.
ical punmits.
Potlnwatomies ...... 1 Life annuities to ohJefll ........................ 1 Vol. 7, pages 379 3d article treaty October 20, 1832,
$200; 3d article treaty Septemand 433.
ber 26, 1837, $700.
4th
article treaty 1795. $1,000·; 3d
Do .. .......... . l Permanent annuity in money .................. 1 Vol. 7, pag-es51,114,
article treaty 1809, $500; 3d ar185, 317, 320 and
ticle
treaty 1818, $2, 500; trea,ty
855.
1828, $2,000; 2d article treaty
July, 1829, $16,000; lOth arti,cle
treaty June, 1846, $300.
Do ...... ....... 1 Education, during the pleasure of Congress ..... Vol. 7, page 296 .. .. 3d articJe treaty October 16, 1826;
2d article treaty Sept. 20, 1828 ;
and 4th article t:reaty October
27, 1832, $5,000.
Do .........•... I Permanent provisions for three smiths .••.•.••. ·I Vol. 7, pages 318 2d article treaty ·Sept. 20, 1828 ;
3d article treaty Oct. 16, 1826;
296, and 321.
2d article tr!lat:r July 29, 1829,
~2,820, .
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Do ..... ... .•.• -~ Permanent provision for furnishing salt .•..... :

2d article treaty July 29, 1829, estimated $437 50.
7th article treaty June 5 and 7,
1846; annual interest, $32,150.
Permunent annnities
2d article treaty Nov. 17, 1807,
$400.
Provision for education, and for smith and far- Vol. 7, page 425 .••. 3d article treaty May 13, 1833;
mer and smith's shop, dul'ing the pleasure of
$1,000 per year for education,
the President.
and $1,660 for .smith, farmer,
&c.; $2,660.
For $25,000, being the fourth series, to be ex- Vol. 12, page 972 ... 4th article treaty July 1, 1855;
pendt'd for beneficial objects, under t.he directhree instalments of $1,300 each,
tion of the Pre~ident.
unappropriated.
For support of an agricnitural and industrial Vol. 12, page 973 ... lOth article treat.y July 1, 1855;
school, and for the employment of suitable
thirteen instalments of $2,500
instructors, for the term of twenty years.
each, unappropriated.
Twenty instalments for support of a smith and
lOth article treaty July 1, 1855;
carpenter shop and tool!!.
thirteen instalments of $500
each, nnappropriated.
For the employment of blacksmith, carpenter,
lOth article treaty July 1, 1855;
thirteen instalments of $4,600
farmer, andphysician for twenty years.
each, nnappropriated.
3d a~ticle treaty Sept. 10, 1853 ;
Sixteen instalments in blankets, clothing, farm·
three instalments of $2,500 each,
ing utensili! and stock.
unappropriated.
3d article treaty Nov. 3, 1804 ..••.
Permanent ann~ties - ---· ~--·-···--· -·--·--· •••••.

Do ..••.• -·..... Interest on $643,000, at 5 per centum
Pottawatomies
of
Huron.
Qunpaws ..••.••..•.

I

Qni-nal-elt and Qnil·
ehute Indians.
Do ....•...•••..
Do .....• .. .....
Do ..•• . •••.. .•

.1

Rogue Rivers ...•... J
Sacs and Foxes of
.1\'IississippL
Do ........... . .
Do .... ........ .
Snell and Foxes of
Missouri
Seminoles . .•••.••.

2d article treaty Oct. 21, 1837 ..... 1. . . . . . . . . . . .
2d article treaty Oct. 11, 1842 ..••.
2d article treaty Oct. 21, 1837 ..••.

Interest on $200,000, at 5 per centum
Interest on $800,000, at 5 per centum
Interest on $157,400 ••••...••.. ----·

Permanent annuities

Do ..••..•....•. Provisions for smith and smith's shops and mil·
ler during the pleasure of the President.
Senecas of New York Permanent annuities ......... ..................
Do ..•.•.• ...... Interest on $75,000, at five per centum,.........
Do ...•.....•••.. Interest on $43,050, transferred from the Ontario
Bank to the United States treasury.
Senecas and Shaw- Permanent annuity .•••.•..••.....••.•..••.•...
nees.
Do·······-··· .. l Provision for support of smiths an~ smiths'
shops during the pleasure of the Pres1dent.
hnwnees .......... Interestou $40,000 ................ .
Do ..-••• •• .•...• ·Perm-anent annuities fo.r education

.

0

~

1-:3
0

~

1-:3

I:II
t_.j

UJ

t_.j

a
1,~001
10,000 00
40,000 00
7, 879 00

$25,000 annuities..----~----·~--·.

Interest on $500,000, per 8th article treaty An·
gust 7, 1856.
Do ...•...•..•• .I Interest on $70,000, at 5 per centum

Senecas

~
t<j

..,

Vol. 4, page 442 .. •.
Vol. 9, page 35 .. ...
.•.. do ..••••.......

3d article treaty 1\Iarch 21, 1866,
for support of schools, &c.
4th article treaty Sept. 29, 1817,
$500; 4th article treaty Sept.
17, 1817, $500.
4th article treaty Feb. 28, 1831,
say $1,660.
Act Feb.19, 1841, $6,000 ........ .
Act June 27,1846, $3,750 ...•.....
Act June 27,1846, $2,152 50 ..•••.

-I

4th article treaty Sept. 17, 1818 ...

Vol. 7, pages 161
and 179.
Vol. 7, page 349 .••.

V~l. 7, page 119 ..•

Vol. 7, page 352.... 4th article treaty July 20, 1831. .•.
Vol, 10, page 1056 .. 3d article treaty May 10, 1854 ..•.
Vol. 7, page& 51 and 4th article treaty Aug. 3, 1795; 3d
160, and vol. 10,
article treaty May 10, 1854; 11nd
page 1056.
4th article treaty Sept. 29, 1817.

3, 500 00
1,.000 00
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Shoshonrs- EI\St·
rn bandl!.
Sho~hones- Goship

bauds.
Sbo~houos-North·

western bauds.
Shoshones - ' Vest·
em btUids.
Sioux- Blackfeet
baud.
Sioux-LowerBrul6
band.
Sioux-Minueconjou
band.
Sioux-Ouk-pah-pah
baud.
Sioux -O'Galnllah
baud.
Sioux-Sans Arcs
band.
Sionx-TwoKeUles
band~.

Twenty instalments of $10,000 euch , to be ex · *P age 177, sec. 5 .... 5th arti cle treaty July 2, 1863;
seve nteen instalments unappropended under the direction of the P r esident.
priated.
7th
a rticle treaty Oct. 7, 1863;
Twenty instalments of $1,000 each, to be ex- t Page 82 .... . ..... .
sev ent een instalments unappropeuded under the direction of the P resident.
pria ted.
Twenty instalments of $5,000 each, to b e ex- j Page 69 ........... . 3d article treaty July 30, 1863;
seventeen instalments unappropeuded under the direction of the President.
priated.
Twenty iuijtalments of $5,000 each, t o be ex· * P age 557 ......... . 7th a rticle treaty Oct. 1, 1863; ·
sevEru.teen instalments unappropended under the direction of the President.
priated.
4th
article treaty Oct. 19, 1865;
Twenty instalments of $7,000 each, to be p aid ~ P age 48
nineteen inHtalments unappro·
under the direction of the S ecretary of t he
priated.
Interior.
Twenty instalments of $6,000 each, to be ex- It Page 30 . ........ .. 4th art icle treaty Oct. 14, 1865 ;
nineteen instalments unappropended under the direction of the Secretary of
priated;
the Interior.
Twenty instalments of $10,000 each, under the It P age 26 ......... .. 4th article treaty Oct.. 10, 1865;
nineteen instalments unappro·
direction !Jf the Secret-ary of the Interior.
priated.
Twenty instalments of $9,000 each, un der the It P age 59 .. .. ..... .. 4th a rticle treaty Oct. 20,· 1865;
nineteen instalments unappro·
direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
priated.
Twenty instalments of $10,000 each, under the It P age 68 ......... .. 4th article treaty Oct. 28, 1865;
nineteen instalments unappro·
direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
printed.
·
Twenty instalments of $8,400 each , un der th e It P age 52 ......... .. 4th article treaty Oct. 20, 1865;
nineteen instalments unappro·
direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
priated.
Twenty instalments of $6,000 each , under the It P age 44 . ........ .. 4th article t reaty Oct. 19, 1865;
nin eteen instalments unappro·
direction of the Secretary of the Interior.
pria.ted.
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Sioux-Upper Yank-~ •rwenty Instalments ot $10,000 each, under the
tonnis band.
direction of the Secretary of the Interior.

It Page 64 .••.••••••.

4th article treaty Oct. 28, 1865;
nineteen instalments unappropriated.
Sioux- Yauktonnis Twenty instalments of $10,000 each, under the It Page 55 ....•...••. 4th article treaty Oct. 20, 1865;
band.
direction of the l:)ecretary of the Interior.
nineteen instalments unappropriated.
Sioux of Dakota ..•. 1 For transportation and delivering articles purchased for the several bands of Sioux Indians.
Six Nations of New Permanent annuitiE's in clothing, &c .••.......•. 1 Vol. 7, page 46 ..... 6th article treaty,
York.
$4,500.
S'Klallams •.•...... I Four instalments on $60,000, (being the fourth Vol. 12, page 934 ... 5th article treaty Jan. 26, 1855;
8eries,) under the direction of the President.
three instalments unappropriated of $3, 000 each.
Do .••.••••..•.. I Twenty lnstalm~ts for support of an agricul- I Vol. 12, page 935 ... 11th article treaty Jan. 26, 1855;
thit't€en instalments unapprotural and industrial Hchool for teachers.
priated of $2,500 each.
Do ............. 1 Twenty years' employment of blacksmith, car- I. ... do ........... .. 11th article treaty Jan. 26, 1855;
penter, farmer, and physician.
thirteen instalments of $4,600,
unappropriated.
Tabequache band of I Ten instalments of $20,000 each .••••••••..••••. It Page 75, sec. 8 ..... 8th article treaty Oct. 7, 1863;
Utes.
{goods, $10,000 ; provisions,
$10,000 ;) seven instalments unappropriated.
Do .... ....... . . Five instalments of $10,000 each, for the pur- It Page 75, sec. 10 ..•. lOth article treaty Oct. 7, 1863,
and Senate amendment thereto;
pose of aga·iculture and purchase of farming
two inHtalments unappropriated.
nten~ils, stock, &c.
Do .... ....... .. For purchase of iron, steel, and tools for black· I•••• do ....•••...... lOth article treaty Oct. 7, 1863;
iron, steel, &c., $220; black·
smith shop, and pay of blacksmith and as~mith and assistant, $1,100.
sistant.
Do ..•• •...•.... For inHurnnce, transportation, &c., of goods,
provisions, and stock.
3d article treaty Nov. 29, 1854;
Umpquas and Cala- Five instalments of the third series of annuity
three instalments of $1,700 each,
for beneficial objects, under the direction of
pooias of Umpqua
unappropriated.
valley, Oregon.
the President.
Do ....... . .... . Support of teachers, &c., twenty years ••••••.• -I Vol. 10, page 1127 .. 6th article treaty Noy. 29, 1854;
eight instalments of $1,450 per
year, unappropriated.
.... ao ........... .. 6th article treaty Nov. 29, 1854;
Do . ............ I Support of physician fifteen years ·
three instalments of $2,000 per
year, unappropriated.
.. •. do . .• .••.•..•• . 3d article treaty Sept. 19, 1853;
Umpquas - Cow Twenty instalments of $550 each .
Creek band.
seven inst-alments yet due.
Walla-Walla, Cay- Five instalments of the second series, to be ex- Vol. 12, page 946 ... 2d arti~le treaty June 9, 1855;
use, aud U mathree mstal_ments of$6,000 each,
pended under the direction of the Preaident.
tilla tribes.
unappropl'lated.
Do . ........... . Twenty instalments for pay of two millers, one Vol.l2, page 947 ... 4th article . treaty June 9, 1855;
farmer, one superintendent of farming operathirteen instalments of $ll,200
tions, two school teachers, one blacksmith, one
each, unappropriated.
wagon and plough maker, and one carpenter
and joiner.
*Pamphlet copy of laws, lst session 38th Congress.

t Pamphlet tldition of treaties,

2d session 38th Congress.
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No. 169.-Statement showing the present liabilities of t},e United States to Indian tribes, ~c.-Continued.
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Vol.12, page 947 ... 1 4th article treaty June 9, 1855;
thirteen instalments of $3,000
each, unappropriated.

Twenty instalments for mill fixtures, tools, medi·
cines, book.s, stationery, furniture, &e.
tribes-Con t' d.
article treaty June 9, 1855;
Do . ............ ! Twenty Instalments of $1,500 each for the head l .•.. do ............ . 5ththirteen
instalments, unappro·
chief~ of these bands, ($500 each.)
priated.
5th
article
treaty June 9, 1855;
Do ............. l Twenty instalments for salary of sonofPio-pio- l .... do ............ .
thirteen instalments of$100 each,
mox-mox.
unappropriated.
4th article treaty Nov. 1, 1837,
1Yinnebngoes . •.•.•• -I Interest on $1,000,000, at five per centum ...... -~ Vol. 7, page 546,
and Senate resolution July 17,
and vol. 12, page
1862.
628.
.4th
article treaty Oct, 13, 1846;
Do ............. 1 Thirty Instalments of Interest on $85;000 ....... Vol. 9, page 879 .. ..
ten instalments of $4,250 each,
unappropriated.

w:~~~-~~1~~~!~

Wolt-pnh-pe tribe of
Snake Indians.
Do ........... ..
Yaknmii.B . ••••••••••

Do ............ .

Do

For breaking and fencing land and for seed,
farming implt~ments, domestic animals, &c.,
during the first' year of their residence upon
their r eservation.
Five instalments of $2,000 each, under the direction of the President.
Five instalments of the second series for bene·
ficial objects, at the discretion of the Presi·
dent.
Support of two schools, one of which to be nn
agricultural and industrial school, keeping
them in repair, and providing furniture, books,
nnd stationery.
Twenty instalments for one superintendent of
teaching and two tencher'il.

*Page 2'2 ......... ·.. 1 6th article treaty Aug. 12, 1865 .. .

.... do ....... •••••· 7th article treaty Aug. 12, 1865;
still unappropriated.
Vol.12, page953 ... 4th article treaty June 9, 1855;
three instalments of $8,000 each,
unappropriated.
.... do ........... .. 4th article treaty June ·9, 1855;
twenty instalments of $500 each,
thirteen unappropriated.
. ... do ............. 1 !5th a.rticle treaty Juno 9, 1855;
thirteen instalments of $3,200
each, unappropriated,
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Do . ••.. ·•·.•.••.. For ·one superintendent of fal'IDlng and two ..•. do ............. ! 5th -article treaty June 9, 1855;
farmers, two millers, two blacksmiths, one
thirteen instalments of $9,400
farrier, one gunsmith, one carpenter, anrl one
each, unappropriated.
wagon and plough maker, for twenty years.
Do .•••.•••..... Twenty im;talmenbi for keeping in repair grist ..•. do .••.•.•...•.. 5th article treaty June 9, 1855;
and saw mill, and furnishing the necessary
thirteen instalments of$500 each,
tools therefor.
unappropriated.
Do ............ . Twenty instalments for keeping in repair hos- .••. do ...••••••••.. 5th art1cle treaty June 9, 1855;
pital and furillshing medicines, &c.
thirteen instalments of $300
each, appropriated.
Do .•••••. ·.•.... ! Twenty instalments for pay of physician ....••. !•••. do ............ . 5th article treaty June 9, 1855;
thirteen instalments of $1,400
each, unappropriated.
Do ............. I Twenty instalments for keeping in repair build- I.... do .•••••••.•••. 5th article treaty June 9, J 855;
ings ior employes.
thirteen instalments of $300
each, unappropriated.
Do .••••.••••••. I For salary of head chief for twenty years .•.... I. ... do ............ . 5th article treaty June 9, 1855;
thirteen instalments of $500
I'
each, unappropriated.
Do .••.•...••.•. Twenty instalments for keeping in repair black- .••. do- •••••••••••• 5th article treaty June 9, 1855;
thirteen instalments of $500
smith's, tinsmith's, gunsmith's, carpenter's,
each, unappropriated.
and wagon and plough maker's shops, and
furnishing neces~ary tools therefor.
Yankton tribe of T en instalments of $65,000 each, to be paid to Vol. 11, page 744 .•. j 4th arti~le treaty April 19, 1858_;
two Instalments, unappropriSioux.
them or expended for their benefit.
ated.
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* 'l'he references are to the pamphlet copy of the l"ws,

1

427, 068 79

1

7, 904, 228 36

1-3
11--

~
~

0

"'::l

1-3
::::1
t:'::1
~

z1-:3
t:'::1

~

1-1

0

~

~

~

.01

No. 170.-Statcmcnt slwwi11g the populatio11, tccalt!t, and education of tlte different tribes of Indians within the United States for 1866.
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Central superintendency.
Pottawatomies .•.. .. • • .. ••.. • .• .

983 I 1, 009

Sacs and l!,oxes of the MiHsissippi358
408
Chippewas and Chr istians. . . . . . .
38
42
Miamies of Kan86Ht .• . • -..... ...
46
81
Peorias, Piankeshaw s, K askas105
131
kias, and Wcas.t
Shawnees. .. . .. ... ...... . ......
3ll
349
Delawares.... . . . . .. . .... . .. ....
441
623
Kansnsor Kaws .. • .. ••. . . . .. • . .
319
351
Kickapoos... .. ... . . . . . . . • ... . •.
117
125
Ottawast---·-···· · ··· ·· ·· ·· ·· · ·
80
120
Kiowas and Comanches ........ .... ...... •.. . .. .
Apa<'hes, Cheyennes, and Arn- . .• . . . •... •.....
pahoes.

Creekst .... .. . ..•... • . .. •. . . • •

~
~

·1

6, 478

I

7, 918

g~~~~~!W·. ::: :: ::::::::::::::: ::: :;:::::::::::

1, 992

135,145

106

766
80
127
236

69,700
9, 644
14,000
35,000

14
16

660
1, 064
670
242
200
2, BOO
4,000

619, 392
246, 814
20,000
44,290

14,396
14,000
12,500

78 I 5 I 5 I Catholic .•..•••••. . 1. .•..•.. 1...... 1 4 Catholic ..•...•••.
4
10

M etho~ist ..••.••. .
Moravian .••••.••• .

l-·······1......
······111 Moravmu
Met.h o?ist ......•.•
....•...•.
~ o--···

0
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. 4,500
2,000

164
63

228
81

61
74
167
216
53

74
77
195
304
61

3, 000
350
210
130
392
144
135
151
362
520
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1,000

0
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:M:obuacbe Utes. . . • . . • • . . • . . . • • .
250
350
Jicarilla Apaches. . . • . . .. . .. . •• .
400
500
Navajoes ...•.................•...•......••....
Pueblos . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . 3, 476
3, 267
Capote Utes* ......••..•.....•...•••.••..••..••.
Wamenuche Utes* .••........•....•..••..••...•.
Mescalero Apaches •••••.•...•....•••.•...••.....
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900
8, 900
6, 743
1, 000
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Colora® superintendency.
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4, 500
2,500
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Dakota superintendency.
Lower Brul6s Sioux . ••..• ...••. · • · · · · • · · · • · · • • ·
Lower Yanktonais Sioux ....••.. --- ·- · · · · · · · · • ·
Two Kettle Sioux ..••.•........ · • • · • • • · · • · · · • · ·
Blackfeet Sioux .....••..•....•. · • · · · · • · · · · · • · • ·
Minneconjon Sioux .• .•......••...•. - -- · · · · · • • • ·
Oncpapas .•.......•.....••...•...•..••. · ··•·••·
Oga.lallabs ...........••.•••..••..••..••. ·••··••·
Upper Yanktonais ..•••..••..••..•..•... · • • · • • • ·
Sans ArcH ...•..•.•...•..••..••..••..... · •• ·· · ··
Poncas. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
499
481
Yanktonst .••..•.........••.......•..••. · ••··••·
A rickarees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . ••..••.
Gros Ventres ....•... .•..........••..•.. .... .••.
Ma.udans ........ ..••.••... • ... ... ...•.......•..
Assina.boineii. • • . . • . • . . . • . • . • • • • . . • • . . • • . . ••..••.
*No school.

1, 200
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1:200
1,320
2, 220
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2,400
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No. 170.-Statcment s!towing t!te population, wealth, and ~ducation of the different Indian tribes,

~c.-Continued.
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Tf'a-shington supcri11tendency.

~

14,800

CalifornW. 11upmntmdtncy.
1,~9

623
625
725

3,300
4,400
14,900

Oregon supcrintmdency.
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Momana &uperinttndency.

ltound Valley...................
641
748
Hoopa Valley...................
270
353
Smith River...... ..............
275
350
Tnle Rh·er. . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .
275
450
Mi~sion Indians .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. ..
1, 600
1, 700
Coabnilas and others . . . . . . . . • . . . 2, 050
2, 350
King's River and others ..• . ...•........... .. ..••.
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jLocation a?d denominat10n.
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2,000
500
2, 000

Various tribes* .................. ...... ... .. ...... .
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FlatlH•nds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • .
259
299
Uppl'r Pend d'Orci!Jes........ ...
438
480
Kootenay11......... .............
144
143
Dlack!eet* ...... . .............................. .
Piegans... ..................................... .
Bloods* ............................ .... . --~----Gros Yentres . ................................ ..
Crows........ .......................... . ·---·--·

~
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1 070
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Grande Ronde Reserve* . ..•..••. ........ ....... .
Alsen agency* ..••.. ••..•...••..••..••......••.
Siletz agency* . ..............•...•............ .
Klamnths, Snakes, &c . ............•...........•.
1
1

1,144
530
2, 068
4, 000

UtaJ' S1tperintendency.
Enstern Bnnnacksand Shoshones. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Northwestern Shoshones. . •• . . • . .............. .
'Vestern Shoshones . . .......................... .
Goship and Weber Utes ........................ .
Utnhs .........................................
.
1
1

4, 500
1,800
2, 000
1, 600
7,700
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1, 500
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4,200
500
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750

1, 386

50
63
420
230
170
85
36

100
75
425
299
190
99
60
170

150
138
845
529
360

153

10,000
9, 000
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$4131.... --1- --· - -1

:l··--·,------,···--·,·····-,······t ······l

9
l,

};)0 ...•..

• ••.. . .... ... ......... . ......

4, 5171 $2, 25811, 020/
1, 7701
300

$20-L .....•..•.••

t!,3~1, .. ... . ,...... ..

····· •······

};)0 .......••... •..•... •. ••.• •

h·lf:'U'hi~h.

Ht•ol Lnk l• ln olinll8.... .• .. .

M

0

~

1-:3
0

~
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::rl
M

M

0
*3.~00

*400

200 . ..... 1·-····
30tJ
12 ......

12 ............. .. .
6.... .... . .. . .. ..

1,800
2, 400

2,700 . •... .. .... .. ........... . .... . ......
3, 600 .. --- . . .. -- ... -- ... -- . .... - .... --...

*5, 000

150 ... ... ----..

25. ...... . . .. . .. .

3, 000

4, 500... ... . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . ..

.

2,ooo
2, 500

3.ooo
3, 750

250
100

2. 000

3, 000

50

125 4,ooop n,ooo
50 2, 50010,000
25

500 2, 000

. . : ..... ... ...... .. ...... -- .........
·-- · - · · · .. ·-- .. -- .. -- . .. · ·-- · ·-- · .. -- · -- ·-- ·-- · -- .. - · .. ·-- ·-- · -- ·-- ·-- · .. · -- ·-- .. ·-- ·- · .. ·-- .. .. - ..... -- .... --.-1

Totnl . ............. .
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11•-t-,ippiltulitulR .. .......
l'illn!:t't' mul l...nku " 'innel',•muiualndinu~

1, 6071. ..... 1

R ye rai sed.

Corn raised.

!I j I ! I j I ~ Ij [JII I! I i I ~ Ill~ I! II

"'rlbo:<.

(.'hlf'P'' " n~•·f~a~rinnw. anrl
L'hippt·\\ "'''f~" nn Cn·ek

~

Ol

~ 62, 384

6, 5!:13 1, 207 3, !:167
1

*Square miles.

Uo, 7-27

226~

696, 569

4~5, 973

2, 370!$2, 425 86, 74l 54, 591 8, 755 $7, 780 2B3, 757 218, 902 13, 440 4, 887 7, 700 48, 500

~

M
1-:3
II>
~

>-<:

0

~

tAcrc~.

tStone.

§Sections.
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~
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~

.......

0

~

No. 171.-Statrment slwzri11g thefarming ope1·ationsjor 1866 of t!te different Indi an tribes, &,·c.-Continued .
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Ilny cnt.

IlorseB own ed. I Cattle ownt-u. ISwinoown'd .ISheopown'd. l Sugar made.

'l'ribl's.

. .:

~

QJ

•

.E

•

'2

]

E-<

t>

~

t>

0

~

d

Nortlurn superintendency.

a:l

,_; I
C)

'S
=::3

z

,_;

<2.J

~c O p'S

~
d

~

t>

t>

,_;
c:..

'S~
z

.

oo

~

§

t>

p..

d

sold.

.I

rn

~co

0

Fi~h

~c:

t>

t>

I=Q

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - - -

~
"2

....

""

~
0

.:::>

~

]~

... ~

:::

C d

0

Other produce, r emarks, &c.

~til

.E
c:::

t_'.tj
~

Q,)

t>

l:O
0

1':-.

--~-- - - - - - - -•- - - - - - - - - - - - -

~

0
"Winnebngoes ... . ........ ..
Omnlm~.---.-.--- .. -.- .. ..

200
400

~800
95
1, 600 J, 250

i"".j

$1,000
62, 500

25
175

$1,250 ............................... ........ ....... . . ...... · ····· r··-··-·· ........ .
5, 250
100 $500 . .. .................. ...... .. ...... .. ,. . . . . . $5, 500 . .·....•.. Beets, cm·rots, and other vegeta·
ble ~ , $4,200.

!~~;;;;~I~E··"~•;;,;,;;.~i •~~~ ·••:.F•: +•:.,.H•• H••:,~ •-: •:••~· :••~:•~ ••• •:••-• : ~
1

!:• •:: ::::::: •:: ••:!.::

Central superintcndC1lcy.

Pottnwntomics . . ........... I_,1,40UI

l'inrsnndFoxE'sofl\!i~RisFipp•l lOOI

Chipp!'wns aud 1\lun Fecs...

96

5,GOO' 2,2351
5001 1,500
480
63

78,2501 1,7001 2_5 ,5001

GO,OOO
2,520

· 30
llO

~~~~;:.';'~':· ~ "'"'Y. Indian'- .. ;,;, ..(50;;~ .. 3i7 ...,a; OOo ...;,;,

600
2,200

6501 1,9501......... 1........ 1... ..... 1 ........ 1. . . . . . . 1. . . . . . . 1. . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 50 bu sh el ~ b eauR, mnple sugnr 1o
tb e vn lu eof$1,000, 110 bu shel~
501
]50

·----- 1 ·-----~

2:50 - - --- --·-··
100
$20
600 . . . . . . . . .
750 . .. .... .. ... ....... . .... . . . .. .. . .. .... • ...... . ... . .... .

.i-:i;;;. ;; iGa~ iO; ;;;,

i i9 .. j6;i ::::::: .:::::

:::::I:::::: :::::::: . .ii; 000
1

~~~~~:~~~
~: ~: ~: ~ :~: ~: :::: --. :us
~~~- .-~·-~~~
~bg ~g:8,800
~38 -~·- 168
~~~. -~:·.6,720
~~-~·- 383
~~~~~~·-1,532
~~~- . -~~~.
- -~~~
-- -~·. ~~ .• - ~~~: ::: : :. :::::: 1~: ggg- -~~:·. ~:~
Ricknpoos ..... ...........
1,590
176
.22
54 ... . ... .. ........ . .. •. .. .. .... .. ....... .... .
2

~~~~~~:~~~g~~~:ii~~~~~~: :::::: :::::::: :::::: ::::::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::: ::::::: :::~:: :::::::: :::::::::
~outl!n·11 superintendency.

.

,

.

~ :::i~:~==~r

.

.

~~}~~t·~~:Cb;,,f~~·· • ·:.: •. ·• j: ••:: j:·I·:: jj~: Ji••.• :j••••••:j•••••••••••.:.•••.•••

I·

~ ·: j.: · ~· ••:..

f••• :f: •••• j••• :j,j

of onions.
No report.

1,414 bu ~ hel~ vegc>t.nbl<'s, 595
bush els of fruit8, 4, 750 paund>!
of tobacco.

~

~

t<:l

rn

t<:l

a

~
t_'.tj

Jo-:3

;:....
~

.....::

~
l'%j
~

~

t".l
1-4

1,515 galls. sorghum, value $757.

No report.
D o.
Do.

z1"-:3

t_'.tj

~

1-4

c

~

• 1 :. : ••. ) )

.No report.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.

~
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9'

~

No. 111. - Stat emcnt slwtci11g t/lefcmning operations for J866 of the differe?zt Jndill'n tribes, S,c -Continued.

I

H orbcs owned. Cnltlo owned. Swincown'd. Shcepown'd. Sngnr made.

H nyrnt.

-~-.- -j ~--~--- t I ~ I I ~ I I ~
1

Ttibe~.

g
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,_E-<_

j I~

~~- ___:::__ __P.__ ~ __!-_ _ ~ ___::__ ~ ___::__ ___!<_

Fish sold.

t I" ~

___::__ _ll<_

___::__

~

~

£

'f3

"'

::I.

]

~__
1,

Cnlltl«X•• null It•nlt•B •••.•••..•••. . •••.••• .
Sllll \\•t.• t'('N . ........... . .... .. . ................ . .. .......... .

Dclnwun•ij ... . ...... ... . ...... . . ...... . .

1031
]201
89
320
382
93

Other produce, remarks, &c.

::mu::: ·:.:::: -.-: :::.: :. : :.:.: ·:::::: :_: :.::· .:.:: :.::::: :.::::

~

t:r::l

'"0
0

__i_ _~

~;~;~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~,~~~~· ~:~ :::1 ::::::1
::::::: :I:::~6~1:: :~~.: 6i61::::::I::::::: :1::::::1 ::::::1::::::1::::::1::::::: :I:::::: 1::::::1::::: :I::::::: :I::::·:::::
Kt • t•t•hh·~ ........... . ............ ·- • · • • ..
" llt' Ot' ~ ~ ............ • . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. • ..
'l'n\\llt'l'l\1'11~ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. - ..

~

C':l

pj

1-:3
No report,

0

:po.

P01'iies and colts, most of _th em
too young for pre~cnt use.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

~

1-:3

~

M

'00
t'=j

~
t:r::l

1-3

]'{£u: J
'iczico s uptri'llten dw ey.

~~;~:.~~:~~~~~~~~
~:: ::::::1::~:: :I::::::: :l ljggl tg: 51::::::1::::::: t::::: 1::::: :h: i 6~1~~: 6~1::: :::::1::::::1:::: J:::: : 1 .. ~~·-~~~~:: ::::::: 50~lule9, 450gont~.
J>ueufo~..
......... ........ ...... ........

"~\~~i~~;:~~s~ ui~~ :::::::: J:::::1
::::::::

8431 • 42,250 4, 032,$120, f!60 1
450
625

609 :j;4, 872 110, 18t: 30,564 .................... j . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

kms, 60

fa: ~ggl ::::: :I::::::: :1::::::1::::::1::::::1::::::1::::::::1::::::1::::::1::::::1 ::::::::1:.::::::::

bu~hels

38,000pump·
beitn:;.

>
~
~

0

~

1-3

t:::l
t'=j

'olrn·ado supcrlHtc!l dC1lcy.

Tnbeqnnch o Utes ... . .... l ...... l . ...... . l ...... l ... ...... r...... l . . . . . . . . l .-----1·--- . . 1·---- -l . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . , . . . . . . , . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . No report.
Do.
Grnud River tllld Uintah .......... r .... . . . . . . .......... . . . . . . - ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... .. . . .. ........ ... .... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . ........ , . . . . . . . . . . , ........... .

z

~

t;r:l

ce~.

-~

;:o
Dakota supcrilltct!dC1l ey.

Lower:BrnleP,'l' woKrttle8, .............. 2,430 243,000 .... . ........................................................... 59, !500~ -----·-nnd other bunds of Sioux.
Poncn~ . ..................
200
$800 .......... ..... .......... .. ................................................................... ..

i~~~~:\~t~~ ·r\~-~~k~;.~~~.-~~~~:

:::::: : ::::~: : :::::: ::::::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::::::

Idclho suptrintcndtt!cy.

1\cz Porccs ............... .

20

2001 9, 3701 100, ooo: 2, 610: 52, 000,

551

:)!:)0, ..... •loo• •·- 1•• •

•••• ·I• • . , • · 1• . - • • · 1.- • • · ·

not $49, ouo· ·

}.fontana superintendenc-y.

I

·1·. ...

Flntheacls ....... . : .............
~- - ~ 1, :JOO
llpper Pend cl'Ore~Ue~- ............•..... 1, 900
Kootenny11 ............... ·I...... . . . . . . . .
270

5:2,000
7(), 00.1

10,800

2001 8, 0001. ..... , . ..•.. , ...... , ...... , ........ , ...... , . ..... , ..... .
300 12,
30t 1,-00 ...............•.•..•.•..•••...................••.

goo ...... ...... ...... _..... .. .... .. .... .. ...... ..... .

4, 0001 25, 000
6. 000 ........ .
8, 000 .•••.••..

11'ashi11gton 6Uperlntcnd'cv.

Ynrious tribes

• • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • •• ••• 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • •

1•••••••• 1 •••••• 1•••••• 1•••••• 1•••••• 1•••••••• 1••••••

~

1..•... I .••••• 1.•....•. I.•••••••• I No report.

t;::j
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0
8.361
850
601
Rouncl Vnlley . .. ..........
2-20
2, 200
'l'nle River. .....•................... _...
Iudinue .. .••.......

Mit~siou

I..............

:101 1, 3ROI
:J81 228j
······ j ······ ~· -·····-~·-···-~······ ~·-...................•
-···- ~ ·······-~1,1001
183bushelspens.
155
860
132
792 ..................•.............
•. 900
bushel8 p en~.
}:~gg ---~~~ ---~·-~~~ ·--~~~ -~~-~~~~-···3o, ... i8o::::~::: :::::: ~::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::: 50but~h.bean~,1<>0tonsvegetnbles

400
1, 7501

35
8
25
26
250

12, 500

350

3, 5oo . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 6oo, 9, 6ool ........ _.......... _...•....................

~

0

"'.j
~

~

Oregon superintendenr.y.
Warm Spring~ lteserve .. . .
{1 ran de Ronde Kcserve ... .
Siletz Reserve .. .......... .
Alsea Re~en·e ... .•........
Umatilla Reserve ........ .

t;::j

31

II

1 1201 1,6671
2
'

74

66,6801
1

2001

5, 6001

861

6881 .... -· ~- ... -- ~ - .•.... -~- ••.. -~· ····· ~ $975, .....• ·-~-· ...... -~90bush.peas,3,000lbs.vegeta.bles.

~~! ~~ ~J~g .... ~! ... ~~ ~~~: ::::: :::::: :::::: ::~: :: :::::::: :::::: :::::: :::~~~::: ::::: ::::::::: ~~Obb~~h. ~~:~ 25o

2, 9ti0 6, 956

208, 680 1, 500

1

4, 500 .. ..............• · ·.· · ·. · .. ·. · ••. . . . . . . .. . . • . •

8

do. vegetables.
550!........ . . . . . . . • . tl50 bush. peas, 600 do. vegetables.

l/1
t_::rj

a

~
t;::j

t-3

Utah superintendency.

>-

Various tribes ..• .......... l·····-~·-······l·····t·······-j-····-j-······t·····l······j······l·····t······-j-·····1·····-j-····-j-·······1·········1 No report.
Nevada supm·intcnd.cncy.

~
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0

"'.j

Various tribes .......•..... , ..... . 1 • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1• • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • · I · • • • • • • - 1 - • • • • - 1 - • • • • - 1Arizona superintendency.~
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• • • • · I · · · • • • •· • • • • • • • • • • • •

............................. ··I····[····· ·····I ············· ....................... ' ..... .
I

I

I

Do.

~

~

I

t:j

Do.
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~

Cnttnraugus .... ......... .
300
Allegany .. .............. .
397
'l'onawanda ......... _.... .
350
Tuscarora
1, 004
Oneida ...
6:2
Onondaga ....
105

3, 000
3, 970
3, 500

10, 0-!0
682
1, 050

300
86
98
136
18
62

24, 000
10, 7;)0
7, 350
12,000
3, 740
4, 960

400
200
2:!5
216
24
1<0

10, 000
5, oou
5, 6~5
7, 800
1, 200
2, '00

5001 4, 000
200 2, 000
302 2, Q-20
2321 1,654
2:J

250

20
50
150
48!

120
150
450
144

2, 000

100 100, 0001 Fruit sold, $500.
1, 000
2::>0...... . . . . ..
150
3, 000
.
.
600
120 . . . . . . . . . . . .
100......... Fruit sold, $100.
4, 564
942...... . .. . ..
193
13, 1001 Fruit sold, $1,825.
644 . ........ . -. .. • • . .. .. • .. . . • .. . . . • .. . .
340
1, 400
'"'
36 ..••.•....•.•...•..................•••..•..
$4QO • • .. • • • • .. • •

121

t;::j
~

0

~

Agency .for Chippewas of
Lake Sup6rior.

Yl\l'ious bands .. . .......... l . . . . . . l.•.•. .•. J

....

.J. ........

J

....

J ...... J .....

~
J..... .

I

, ••••

1...... . .1 .. ... 1. . . . . . 1. . . . . . 1. . . . . . . . 1. . . . . . . . 1 No report.
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No. 111.-Statcmcnl shc1oing tltefit1:mi11g operations fur 1866 of tlte different Jnditm tribes, ~·c.-Continued.
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1 hwsC'~ owned.

lfny cut.

attic owned. IS wino own'd. !S ileep own'd. j Sugar mudo.

Pish sold.
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gI
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z

~

z
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>

z
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>

ll<
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P=l
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Other produce, remarks, &c.

~

0

r:..

p..

I

45
~~
~50

1\ [ liUOIIIOill' t'll ••••••••••••••

$610
4,1i7::!
2, 500

24
2:23

1121

$l, !12()1
13,:180
3, 360

!1501
651 $1,
17, 7!10
593
7, 420
126

$~001
51 $~51
7~g 6, ~~g ·- -~~~ . --~~~
501

2, 5001 $375, .•.... , ...... , ..•..... , .• •..•••.

810
1:.H...... . . . . . .
75, 000 9, 375 . . . . . . . . . . . .

$68 .• •......
10, 500 .........

so

ChiPPI'\\ ~~~- ... . .. . .•...•. .

01111 \\ ns nntl Chipp\Hvns . . . 2, 1:13
'hippcwn~ofSngiuuw, null
236

I

29:1

2, 400
38,168

2, 360

21
70.)
33:i

2,3601

38

90

18

175
3~.

Rl 9
22,775

3, 700
720 i ~

461 4,600~ -- -··· 1· ····· 1 ······ ~ ·-···- ~ 29,5601 4,434 1 5501$2, 7501 14,0001 ......•.. , Wood, $6,700.
432 21, 99~ 1, 61~] 10, 0~5 . ... ...••... 2~2, 0912?, 6~1 5, 46! 52, ll:JJ 24,498 . ... . .... Wood, raspberries, &c., $12,413.
44
1, !)3;)
11~
8;.J8.. .... . • • . . . -1, 680 3, 468
136 l, 496
6, 186 491,048

1

961

2, 8801

1251 1, 210

.. • ... {.- .. • . .,. ... 1 ....... .,. ·

30

901

2, 0501

2461- .... -I- .... -I

1· .. • • .... 1 .. • • • • •I• • • • • • I • • • • • • • •I• • • • • · I • •"' • • •I• • • • • •

1, 210, .... .•••.
400, .••...•..

.A.gellty for

Cllippe1ca s of
:llississippi.

!Jngo<hi~h.

I:J:j

1-3

~

M

llliddga11 ngrn r-y.

l'illngt-r nmt Lnku 'Vinue-

~

1-3
0

Stockbrl\lgt•s nud Mnn ~eo$ .
Ou t'i du~ .............•..•.

:r.u~.i~sippi Indinns........

t:t1
M

Green Eny ngrnry.

J hippt•wns ot Swnu Crcl•k
nnd Block Ri n •r.
Chippowtl~, Ottnwns, nncl
Potta ..• ntomit·~Putlnwotomies of llurou . ..

C>::
01
00

rr.

M
0

~

M
1-3

>
~
~

0

I:J:j

300
2.>0

3, 000
2, 500

401

2Jj

4, 0001

2, 500

40
25

1, 600 ... . . . . ... . . . •• . . . . . . . ..
1, 000 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . .

60, 000 6, OOOJ...... . . • . ••
90, 000 9, 000 ...... . . . . . .

2; 000 ..•.....

18, 000

-I Cranberries,

&c., $1,000,
50, OOOJ Cranberries, &c., $500.

~~~~[~~ol~~~~~~~ ::::::::: .... ~ ~. ~~ ... ~~~~ - .. ~~·-~~~ - ... ~~ . .. ~·- ~~~ :::::: ::::: ~ : :::: ~~ : : :: ~: ,· .~~·-~~~ .~·-~~~ : : :: ~: ~:: : :: ·.. ~~·- ~~~ .. ~~~·- ~~~~
TotaL. .•. ..•..• .... 11,048 109, 39-39, 1-llt, 4o4, 879 l16, 740 397, 408!10, l2t 72, 07;) 13, 74:..(17, 4;.J4! 544, 477 67, 070!1 6, Oo01.)8, 759 196, 307 L 4.)4, 521
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No. 172.
Recapitulation of tables of statistics of 1866, compared with 1865.
1866.

Schools reported .•.... ------ ...... ------- ...... ----·-------64
Scholars ...• - ..•• - ......•....•.... - ... . ........•... _.. . . . .
2, 872
'l'eacbers ........ - ....•••••....... __ .....••....••...••... _.
85
Missionaries ......... - ....• - ....• __ .. _.. _. _. _.....•....•. _.
61
Amount contribut€d by religious societies for education, &c....
$7,390
Amount contributed by individual Indians for education, &c _.
$2, 668
Amount ~ontributed by Indians, as tribes for education, &c. __ .
$4,750
Population of the various tribes, from reports in the tables. __ .•.
295, 77 4
·wealth in individual property .. __ ..... _..... _... .. .. .. .. .. .. $3, 265, 688
Acres farmed by Indians .. _._. __ .. _______ ... _............ _..
69, 784
Acres farmed hy government .. _--- .. _... _....... _--- .. __ ....
6, 593
Frame houses. ____ .. _.... . . • . . . . .............. -.- . . . . . . . . .
1, 267
Log houses . __ • _. . • • • • . . •••.•.••. __ . ______ . __ • _. ________ . .
7, 167
Stone houses. ____ •. _. • • . . _•• _.. _•..................•.. ___ .
205
Feet lumber sawed ............ ____ ............... ----...... 1, 454,521
Bushels wheat raised ...... ------------ .. -------------......
114, 7"27
Bushels corn raised ............ ------------ ...... ------... .
821,569
Bushels rye raised . . __ .................. -- - .. -.-. .. • -- .. ..
2, 370
Bushels barley raised------------ ...... ------ ...... ------..
8, 755
Bushels oats raised .. ____ . __ ... _.... _ .... _... _. _______ ... __ .
87, 221
I1ushels beans raised._ .... ___ ................... --.........
740
Bushels potatoes raised ...... --- ...... --· ............... ---286,757
Bushels turnips raised................. ...... ...... ........
1:1,540
.Dusbels rice gathered ... _............................... _...
7, 700
Bushels carrots raised ........ ---- .. -- .... -- .. ---------- ... · ----------- ·
Bushels beets raised ......• -.--- . ----- . ---- .. ---- .. -- --- --- .. ---- · ·--- • ·
Bushels apples raised .. ---- .. - ...... --- .... ----·- .... ---- ........ -----Bushels peas raised .............................. ---------2, 303
Bushels onions raiseil .................. ------ ...... --.. •. ..
l lO
BuRhels buckwheat raised ............ ------ ...... ---- ................. .
Tons millet raised .................... - ... ---- .... ----......
20
Pounds timothy-seed raised .................. ------- ...... -- ...... ------

~~~=e~a!w~~~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~

~ ~:::: ~: ~::: ~ ~ ~:

.· _· .-.:::::: ::::
::
Goats owned ....•. ·----- ·.r ·--· ·----· ·----- .... .... .... ....
Cattle owned .. ____ ................................. ---.....
Swine owned .................. ------ ... ---................
ShePp owned ...... ______ ...................................

~~~:~~1: fi~!~~l~~~ ~:: ~::::: ~: ~::: ~:::::: ~:::::::::::: ::::::
1

!~· ~~~
'450

1865.

48
2,165
71
26
$7, 476

$553
$4,550
294,574
$1,34t5,279
47,070
3, OJ:~
716

5,203
205
1,349,498
41,296

339,96J
1,292
], 116

18,581
1,189
227,463
3,908

65
2,660
1, t5(10
2,000
2,06J
187

92
28

2,000
10,549
29,490

22,240

8,890

12, 2'21
14 242

6, '; 67

55

~: ~;6

Value furs sold ........ _.. _ . _.................. __ .. .. • • • . ..
$201, :307
Tons pumpkins raised ............... --- .. -- ............. --.
380
Gallons sorghum sirup made ...... ---- ............. -------..
1, 515
Dried fish sold to value of. .. - ..... ---- ... - .......... -- ........ -- ...... ..
Oil sold to value of .................. ---·-------- ................ ·----Vege tables, tons .......... -------- .......... _.... ..........
200
Tobacco, pounds .......... - ....•......... _. ... . . . . • . . . . . . . .
4, 7!10
Fruit raised, bushels .................... ------------- ......
5J9
:Fruit sold to value of. .................... ----------........
$2,125

404
550,457
10,677
$ 125,338
50
3,050
$3,000

$4,000

No reports from Washington or .Arizona, and sev ral agencies. The aggregates include
tl1e tati tic given in reports in the Appendix, received too late to be placed in tables Nos~
170 and 17J.

3~0
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No. 173.-Table showing tlte population of the Mrions Indian tribes, by superintendencies, as
·
wrrected by the reports of 1866.
Superintendency and
agency.

Tribes.

Population.

Total.

WASHINGTON,

Tulalip ..... -·---- ·----SkokQmish ..... ----·---Makah -·----- _ ---- ·----Puyallup--------------·
Quinaelt ____ -----------Yakama . ___ -- __ -. -----.
Fort Colville . ___ - .• ----.

Tulalips, Lummis, &c .•.. -------------· ..
Sklallums, &c .... ----------------------Makahs, &c ........ -------------------- ·
Puyallups, Nisquallies; &c·-------------- ·
Quinaelts, Quillehutes, &c .... __ ---------·
Yakamas, &c .... -- ............. -- ... -- ..
Spokanes, Colvilles, Pend d'Oreilles, &c ...

1' 900

1, 500

1,400
2,000
600
3,000
3,400
14,800

OREGON.

Umatilla-------·---- ....
Warm Spring----------Grande Ronde .. __ . _.---.
Alsea.---- .. ---------- ..
Siletz .... _.. ____ . _. _ . __ .
Klamath ___ .• __ -- •. ---..

Walla-Wallas, Cayuses, and Umatillas. --··
vVacoes, Deschutes, &c.-----------------·
Fifteen tribes and bands . _... _.. _.... _. _..
Cooses, Umpquas, . &c .. ---.---.------ __ ..
Fourteen tribes and bands ... __ .......... ..
Klamaths, Modocs, and four bands of Snakes.
Other Indians. ____ .. - . _- .. _. ___ .. _____ .. .

759
1,070
1,144
530
2,068
4,000
900

10,411

CALIFORNIA.

Round Valley .•.........
Hoopa Valley . _.... ----.
Smith River_._..........
'fnle River .... ---------Mission Indians._ .... _--.

Pitt Rivers, Wylackies, Ukies, &c ........ . 1,389
Various bands ... _..... __ ... __ ........ _. _.
623
Humboldt and Wylacldes ... ___ .. ___ ..... .
625
Owens River and Tule River .. ........... .
725
Various bands ............. __ ... _.. ___ ... 3,300
Coahuillas and other tribes . ----- _.... __ - .. 4,400
King River anu other bands.--- .. ___ .. __ .. 14,900

AR!ZONA.

25,962

Papagos . __ --. _.•.. - -... Papagos 5,000, Pi mas and Maricopas 7,500.. 12,500
River tribes ............. Yumas, Mohaves, &c ___ ...... ___ ..... __ .. 9,500
Apaches ...... ....... -----···---- ........ 10;,.000
1\'loquis ...... --···· .... .... ...•.. .... ... . 2,500

34,500

NEVADA.

Carson City ............. Pi-Utes ................. -------------·-Wa hoes ........... _. __ .. _.....•....•...
Bannacks .....•........ _...........•••..
hoshonees ..... _.•........ _... _.... __ ...

4,200
500
1,500
2,000
8,200

UTAH.

Fort Blidger .. _..• ___ .... Eastern Shoshones and Bannacks . --. - . -- ..
Northwestern Shoshones ....... __ ...... --.
Western hoshones ...... _... ·--- .... _... .
Goships and Weber Utes ......... _.... __ ..
Uint!lh Valley .•••....... Utabs . _. _... __ ... __ .. _..... _......... _..
Piede .... ...... - ... _........ _ ........ _.
Pah-Utes ... -.. _... _.... _..• __ .•... _.•••.

4,500
1,800
2,000
1,600
7,100
600
1, 600

NEW MEXICO.

Bosque Redondo. _. _.....
Pueblos ........... --····
Abiquiu ____ .......... ..
Cimarron ........... ---.

e caleroApache •••.....

19, 00

6,500
J,200
7,010
350
700
600
00
55l1

2 0
2,000
19,910
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Table showing tlte population of the various Indian tribes-Continued.

Superintendency and
agency.

Tribes.

Population.

Total.

COLORADO.

Denver . . • • • . . • . . . . . • . . . Grand River and Uintah Utes ....•.....•..
Conejos ......••....•.... Tabequache Utes ...•...............•.....

2,500
2,500
5,000

DAKOTA.

Yancton ..•••......••••. Yankton Sioux ..••....••.................
Ponca ... ............•.. Poncas .........••.......................
Upper Missouri Sioux .... Lower Brnles ...•.. ..... : ..............•.
Lower Yanctonais .••••.........•......•..
Two Kettles ....... . ......... .. ......... .
Blackfeet ..........•..................•...
Minneconjoux .......•...•................
Uncpapas ..............•••...........•..
Ogalallahs ............................ .. .
Upper Yanctonais ....................... .
Sans Arcs ...•.....•.....• •...... ....•...
Fort Berthold .•••••.•••.. Arickarees ...............•...............
Gros Ventres ..•.•.....•.........•........
~1andans ...........................• - - ..
Assinaboines ...... . ..•....... .... .....•..

2,530
980
1,200
2,100
1, 200
1,320
2,2:20
] '800
2,100
2,400
J,fi80
1,500
400
400
2,640

Nez Perces . • • • • • • . . • • • . . Nez Perces .....................•.....••.
Cccur d'Alenes, Kootenays, &c ...... ...... .
Boise and Brune&u Shoshones ............. .
Kammas Prairie Shoshones ............•...

2,830
2,000
500
2,000

IDAHO.

7,330

MONTANA.

Flathead ...••..•••..•... Flatheads ...... ...•. ................ ••..
Upper Pend d'Oreilles ... ......•..........
l{ootenays .............................. .
Blackfeet ..•••...•...... Blackfeet ......•.........................
Picgans ..............•........... - ..•...
Bloods ..............................•...
Gras Ventres ...•.......•................
· Crows ......•.•....•.....•.••...........

558
918
2M7
2,450
] '870
2,150
1,500
3,900
13,633

NORTHERN.

Winnebagoes ...•. ...................••..
Omahas .......••............•...........
Ottoes and Missouri as .................•..
Pawnej:ls ........•.............•......•..
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri ............•..
low as ...•.................. •.......••••.
Upper Platte .....•...... Brule and Ogalallah Sioux ..........•......
Cheyennes ............................. .

Winnebago ......••.•...
Omaha ...•.•...••......
Ottoe .....•....... ..... .
Pawnee ...........•.....
Great Nemaha ...•.......

Santee Sioux, (Niobrara) ..

24,470

~~~r:ehs~~;~:: ~ ~:::: :::::: ::::::: ~. ~:::::

1,750
997
511
2,750
102
303
7,865
1,800
750
1, 350
18,178

CENTRAL.

Pottawatomie ....•••.... Pottawatomies ...............•....••.•... 1,992
Sac and Fox ....••...•... Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi ...•.........
766
Chippewas and Munsees ....•.............
80
Osage River ............ . 111iamies ................................ .
127
Peorias, Piankeshaws, Kaskaskias,and Weas
2:~G
bawn e .•.......•.•.••. hawnees .....•..........................
660
Delaware .•.•....•.•.... Delawares ..........•...•.....•..••...... 1, 0134
I< an as ...•............. Kansas or Kaws ........................ .
670
Kickapoo ............•.. l{ickapoos ...........................•...
242
ttawa ................ . Ottawas .............. _......... __ ...... .
200
Kiowa and omanche ... . Kiowas and Comanches .........•......... 2, 00
Arapaho , Cheyenne, and
Apache ..•............ Arapahoes, Chey nnes, aud Apaches ....... . .4, 000

12,837
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1'uble showing t!te population of the various Indian tribes, ~·c.-Continued .

Superintendency and
agency.

Tribes.

SOUTHERN.

Creek ..............••.. Creeks ..•...•..••.•.••..............••.. 14,396
Cherokee.... . . . . . . . . . . . . Cherokees ......••••..................... 14,000
Choctaw and Chickasaw.. Choctaws .......................•....••. 12,500
Chiclo-1.saws ............................. . 4,500
Seminole .........•..•... Seminoles ..•••....••.................... 2,000
Neosho .............•... Osages ............•..•.................. 3,000
Quapaws ............................... .
350
210
Senecas and Shawnees .••.............•...
Senecas ................................ .
130
392
Wichitas ..•...••....... Wichitas ...... . ...............•.. - ..... .
ICeechies .....................•...........
144
Wacoes ................................ .
135
Tawacairoes .....•. , ..............••.....
151
Cad does and Ionies ...................... .
362
520
Shawnees ...............•...............
Deht,vares .....................••........
114
Other Indians ..........••.....••......... 1,000
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES.

Green Bay.............. Stock bridges and Mnnsees ............... .
Oneidas ................................ .
Menomonees .......•.....................

53,904

152
1,104

1, 376

Chippewas of Mississippi

Mississippi bands ........................ .
Pillager and Winnebagoshish bands ..• .•..
Red Lake bands ........................ .
Pembina bands ......................... .

2,166
J' 8!)9
J, 183
931

Chippewas of L ake Superior.
·wandering bands in Wisconsin.

Various bands ..••....•..........•••.....

4,500

Winnebagoes ...........•..•...... - ..•...
Pottawatomies .•.••...........•.......•..

700
650

Mackinac . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . Chippewas of Lal•e Superior ............. .
Ottawas and Chippewas ................. .
Chippewas of Saginaw, &c . .............. .
Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pottawatomies ... .
Pottawatomies of Huron ................. .

1,058
5,207
1, 562
Q32
46

New York............... Cattaraugus .........•................•..
Cayugas with. enecas ................... .
Onondagas wtth enecas ................. .
Allegany ...................... " ........ .
Tonawandas ........................••...
Tu. caroras .............................. .
neidas ................................ .
Oneidas with Onondagas ................. .
Onondagas ............••....•.......•...

] ':~ 6

2,632

6,179

4,500
1, 350

8,105
150
13
45
529
360
1 4

96
325

4,013

Total. .......••.....••....•...•....•...•.. 295,774

